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When AIDS
Strikes Parents

Who will care for a new generation of orphans—and

the youngsters soon to become orphans?

By CHRISTINE GORMAN

WELVE-YEAR-OLD NICOLE KNOWS
more about AIDS than most children
her age. She doesn’t have the dis-
ease or carry the virus, but she has
felt its deadly sting just the same.
AIDS has taken both her parents. “I was
nine years old when my mother died,” Ni-
cole (not her real name) calmly begins her
story.“She told me that my father did drugs
and died of AIDs, and that she got it from
him.” Nicole’s grownup demeanor disap-
pears, however, when she starts to read
aloud aletter she wrote in the year after her
mother died: “Dear Mom . . . [ miss vou so
much. That day at the funeral I just looked
atvou, and I saw someone else in the coffin.
I was saying to myself, ‘That can’t be my
mother’ She is still in the hospital ... I
knew people had to die. But I never
thought about you dying.”
Nicole's story is becoming an all too
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A nine-year-old boy who lost both parents to AtDS drew his mother
in heaven, hovering over his new family on earth

PRESERVATION

common one in the age of AIDs. At least
30,000 children in the U.S. have lost one or
both parents to the scourge, and over the
next seven years that number is expected
to at least triple. Within this group, Nicole
is relatively lucky. She lives with her aunt
on Manhattan’s Lower East Side, does well
in school and dreams of becoming a pedia-
trician. But perhaps half the aIDs orphans
could wind up living in the streets or falling
into an overloaded foster-care system.
“We're seeing some 3,000 children in the
Chicago area who will need placement
very soon,’ says Cathy Blanford of the Lu-
theran Social Services of Illinois. “I expect
the numbers will grow way beyond what
anyone can imagine.”

No one thought much about this dilem-
ma back when AIDs was considered a dis-
ease of unmarried homosexual men. Now
women are the fastest-growing segment of
the AIDs population. From 1991 to 1992 the
number of new cases among women
jumped 10%, compared
with 2.5% for men.
Some of these women
have husbands or boy-
friends who are bisexu-
al; others pick up the vi-
rus because they or
their lovers are drug ad-
dicts who use contami-
nated needles. The ma-
jority have children.

Although the toll is
highest in drug-rid-
den ghettos, this is not
just a big-city phenom-
enon. Rural Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania,
best known for Amish
festivals and shoofly
pie, has seen its drug
problems increase as
people have moved in
from poor neighbor-
hoods in New York City
and Philadelphia. Some
of the newcomers al-
ready harbor the AIDs

virus; at least 400 children in the county
have either lost or are about to lose a parent
to the disease. Often, infected mothers
leave large cities and return to places
where they grew up, where aunts and
grandmothers can take in the children.
“Perhaps half the women we see have
come home to die,” says Jacquelyn Cly-
more of the AIDs Service Agency in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina.

It is hard enough for a child to lose a
parent. But when aiDs is the killer, the pain
is all the more profound. Since most of the
infected mothers are single parents, no fa-
ther is around to fill the void. If the moth-
er’'s drug use had caused her family to
spurn her, relatives may be unwilling to
care for her kids. Moreover, the stigma of
AIDS causes many families to keep the
cause of death quiet. The surviving chil-
dren are isolated in their shame. “If they
know, they usually don't tell anybody,” Cly-
more notes. “Not their best friend, not their
teachers, not anybody.”

The silence takes its toll. With no ac-
ceptable outlet for their rage or grief, chil-
dren often cause trouble in school. Bovs,
especially, may run afoul of the police.
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Call Second
Family today.
1-800-427-8341
It's free - and
confidential.

e Reich Models were used to protect privacy.
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Call Second Family.
I-800-427-8341

It’s free -

and confidential.

Second Family is a program of Lutheran
Social Services of lllinois, an agency with a
125-year history of service. Services are
provided without regard to race, economic
status, or religion.

“8 Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
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“Ive got

AIDS. But
I can still
give my
children
a future’
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Having AIDS is
hard enough.
It’s really hard
when you have
children.

Second Family will make your
life easier.

We’ll help arrange for:
* Medical care

® Help with laundry, cooking
and cleaning

e Childcare

e Help managing bills and money
e Transportation

e Legal help

e Counseling

e Other services you might need.

Through the Second
Family Program, you can
get help with household
chores, medical care -
or whatever you need to
keep your family together
as long as possible.

Second Family will help you
plan your children’s future.

e Your children can stay with you
as long as possible.

e We'll work with you to choose
family or friends to care for your
children. Or we’ll help you find
another loving family.

e We'll give the second family
you choose all the training and
support they need to provide
the best possible care for your
children.

e Whenever possible, brothers
and sisters will stay together.

e You'll have peace of mind
knowing your children are
in good hands — permanently.

If you wish, we’ll help
you choose family mem-
bers, friends or another
loving family to care for
Yyour children.









Call Second

Family today.
1-800-427-8341
It's free - and
confidential.
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Call Second Family.
I-800-427-8341

it’s free -

and confidential.

Second Family is a program of Lutheran
Social Services of lllinois, an agency with a
125-year history of service. Services are
provided without regard to race, economic
status, or religion.

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
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give my
children
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Having AIDS is
hard enough.
It’s really hard
when you have
children.

Second Family will make your
life easier.

We'll help arrange for:
* Medical care

* Help with laundry, cooking
and cleaning

* Childcare

* Help managing bills and money
» Transportation

s Legal help

* Counseling

» QOther services you might need.

Through the Second
Family Program, you can
get help with household
chores, medical care -
or whatever you need to
keep your family together
as long as possible.

Second Family will help you
plan your children’s future.

* Your children can stay with you
as long as possible.

* We’ll work with you to choose
family or friends to care for your
children. Or we’ll help you find
another loving family.

* We'll give the second family
you choose all the training and
support they need to provide
the best possible care for your
children.

* \Whenever possible, brothers
and sisters will stay together.

* You'll have peace of mind
knowing your children are
in good hands — permanently.

If you wish, we'll help
you choose family mem-
bers, friends or another
loving family to care for
your children.






Administrative Offices 1001 East Touhy Avenue
Suite SO

Des Plaines. lliinois 60018
708/635-4600
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$ Lutheran Social Services of Illinois

Donald M. Hallberg
President
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