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This is now our second edition of
the Second Family newsletter,
designed to inform you about
staffing, programs, special events
and other news of the Second
Family program of Lutheran Socal
Services. We are open to
suggestions and your contributions
of: articles about being involved in
the program, creative writing or
childrea's artwork. Send your
material to the Coordinator of
Volunteer Services at the address
below. Thanks!

We're still looking for a catchy name
for this newsletter. Both adults and
kids are invited to send us their
ideas. A fabulous prize awaits the
winner, and runners-up will be
acknowledged. Call or write Judi
Zink with your suggestions at the
address below.

Comings and Goings

There have been some staff changes
within the Second Family Program
since our last newsletter. Ramona
(Evans), now Church, joined the
staff this past September 13, as the
Second Family Worker. Ramona
comes to us with lots of experience
in placing older children for
adoption and training adoptive
families to take older children and
sibling groups. Many of you met
Ramona at the retreat in October
and at the Christmas party. Funny,
didn't Santa bear a striking
rescmblance to her? Maybe they're
related in some way! A belated
welcome to Ramona.

Some of you had a chance to meet
Kenya who was our DORS (Dept.
of Rehabilitative Services) case
manager from August through
November. She wasn't in the office
much as she had another full-ime
job at STOP AIDS Chicago. Kemya
left us at the end of November to
get married and move out of town.
Congratulations Kenya!

On December 20th, Patricia Brown
joined our staffas a new case
manager/DORS worker. She will be
in the office 20 hours a week and
will help families in accessing
services and in getting homemakers
or other needed services through
DORS. Pat comes to us with a
knowledge of the West Side and
past experience as a case manager.
We now have two Patricia's in the
office so this Patricia is "Pat".
Welcome Pat!

Finally, Judi Zink joined the staff at
the beginning of December as the
part-time (one day a week)
volunteer coordinator. Judi has
experience in working with AIDS at
the AIDS Pastoral Care Network in
Chicago where she works part-time.
Judi will be in the office on
Thursdays. We are excited to again
have someone to help with our
wonderful pool of volunteers.
Welcome Judi!

Just to bring everyone up to speed,
this means we have four full-time
employees and two part-time
employees in the program. The full-
time workers are: Bea Rivera and
Patricia Guice as Birth Family
Workers, Ramona Church as a
Second Family Worker and Phyllis
Charles as Suparvisor. Judi Zink
and Pat Brown are part-time. We
are hoping to hire an art therapist
and child life specialist to help with
the children's group soon, so be
watching this newsletter for more
comings...!

"On Tidy Endings"

There were about 130 in attendance
at the performance of the two-
person play *On Tidy Endings” last
September 12. We are very grateful
for the significant volunteer effort
that helped make this event possible.
Thanks to all of you who gave of
your time and energy! We cleared
about $500 which was used for the
Second Family retreat October 1 - 3.
Planning is underway for another
fund-raising event in the spring. We
will be needing volunteer help for
this event, too, and will let you
know more specifically when and
what is needed.

Stand-by Guardianship

The Second Family Program
Lutheran Social Services of
Illinois

6525 West North Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60302
708-445-8341

You may already know that
legislation for stand-by guardianship
was signed by Governor Edgar and
went into effect on January 1, 1994,
This cnables a birth parent to name a
stand-by guardian to care for her
children in the event she is unable to.
The AIDS Legal Council will be
offering training regarding this
legislation in the months ahead.



Christmas Party

On Saturday, December 18, the
Second Family Program had a
Christmas party at the Bethany
Brethren Community Center on
Chicago's west side. In this warm
and festive atmosphere , 42 birth
family members and five Second
Family staff celebrated the holiday
season

We all enjoyed a carol sung by Pearl
Spears, our administrafive assistant
with the golden voice. Additionally,
and espedially for the children, Daisy
the Clown provided face painting,
balloon animals and magic tricks. A
holiday meal was shared and
enjoyed. Christmas cookies were
provided by several Second Family
volunteers.

After Christmas songs were sung,
and with holiday cheer, Santa gave
gifts to all the childreq, and stocking
stuffers to the grownups. Thanks to
all who helped, and all who came, to
celebrate this special time of year.

of operation. The first of four
training cycles for 1994 is scheduled
to begin for January and February.
There are seven families scheduled
to begin in this group.

The second families are truly warnn
and accepting people, committed to
and willing to work with a new
program to meet the needs of
children and families. Theywantto
help meet the challenge caused by
the HIV/AIDS crisis that we face as
a community. But the families'
primary motivation is a deep love
for children and the desire to make
the world safe for them.

Support Group

Program Status Report

We are aurently working with 14
birth families which include 42
children. Several families are
getting ready to choose a second
family for their children.

Among second families, three are
currently licensed and have
completed the process of
orientation, training, home study and
licensing. One other family is in the
last stage of its home study. One
family has been visiting with two
siblings and recentfy petitioned to
adopt in what will be an open
adoption relationship.

Additionally, three families recently
completed the Second Family
training cycle and two plan to
proceed with their home studies.
This was the third training cycle
completed in the program's first year

Our birth family support group
meets on altemate Thursdays from
4-6 p.m. inroom 112 at the LSSI
office. These meetings give birth
parents the chance to talk about
their experiences and concerus
regarding pertnanency planning for
their children. Child care is
provided by volunteers. We are
planning to provide a more
extensive children's grief program in
the months ahead—watch this space
for more details. We are in need of
transportation for some of our
families to attend these groups; if
you can help in this way, please call
Judi Zink at the office. Dates for
upcoming meetings are January 13
and 27, February 10 and 24, March
10 and 24, and April 7 and 21.

Training for Volunteers

All volunteers with the Second
Family program, after making their
interest known, will be given an
orientation to familiarize them with
the program and its context. This
can be done on an individual or
group basis. Following this, a 4-
hour training is offered at our office.
Volunteers who work directly with
children and families in the program
are required, in addition to our

oricntation and training, to attend
the two-day training offered by the
MATEC, the Midwest AIDS
Training & Education Center.

If you are interested in volunteering
and need the orientation , call Judi
Zink to make an appointment. We
are reserving time on Thursday,
February 3 betweea 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
for this purpose. On the following
Thursday, February 10, we will offer
the four-hour training session from
10a.m. -2 pm. If you need the
MATEC Uining, please call Judi so
she can reserve your place; dates for
the MATEC training are as follows:

Thorek Hospital
March2and9 8:30-5 pm

U of I Hospital
May 1 and 7 8:30 - 5pm
JuneSand 12 8:30 - 5pm

September and October dates and
location to be announced at a later
date.

Thanks again to Debbie Readall for
her help in preparing the newsletter,
and to the other volunteers for their
help in distribution.















