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Global ALY Action Netwark

PO Box 376. Lagunitas, Ca. 84938 Phone 415 488-1453 FAX 415 488-1842 Intemet GLOBALAIDS@aol.com

To: Kristine Gebbe
National AIDS Policy Office

From: Paul Boneberg
Global AIDS Action Network

Date: December 8, 1993

RE: Your Efforts to acilitate Statc Department Meetings

We are wrliting to update you on recent developments regarding our
requests for meetings with the State Department on global AIDS

policy.

As you know the Global AIDS Action Network requested meetings
with the State Department to clarify a series of concerns on global
AIDS programs. We are grateful that in our discussions with you and
your staff that you indicated that you would assist in facilitating such
meetings.

We have just recelved correspondence from Assistant Secretary
Elinor Constable indicating two commitments:

1. The State Department will participate in meetings with the
Global AIDS Action Network and presumably other policy focused
NGOs.

2. The Department wished to hold this meeting after your
mecting with Counselor Tim Wirth.

Of significance was the Department's indication that the meeting
bctween your office and Wirth will include concerned organizations.
Given this, GAAN suggests that it may be appropriate for us to be
Included in that meeting. After all, we have held prior meetings with
Counselor Wirth and arec requesting meetings with AID
Administrator Atwood and IOA Assistant Secretary Bennett. We urge
you to include us in the Wirth meeting if any non-governmental
organizations are indced included. We believe that this would be
appropriate not only in our capacity as a US based AIDS policy
network, but also as the American representative to the only
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worldwide AIDS NGO coalition-the International Coalition of AIDS
Service Organizations.

(GAAN continues to be concerned that the State Department is
proceeding with slgnificant reforms of global AIDS programs and
policy without articulating an overall strategy. In our recent
correspondcnce with the Department we asked five speclfic
questions:

"1. [Tow will the Administration's proposed reform of US
Forcign Assistance Programs etfect global AIDS programs?

2. The US is supporting consolidation of all UN AIDS programs
(WHO Study of da joint and Cosponsorcd UN Programn on HIV/AIDS) in
the most sweeping reform ol these agencles since thelr creation.
However our meetings with UN officlals and NGO leadership indicated
profound lack of confidence for this proposal. Why is the US
supporting this proposal?

3. The reform that the US is supporting does not tormally
lnclude the UN Center for Human Rights ds an involved agency in the
governing body of the ncw UN AIDS program. Given the concerns
expressed to us during our mceting with Secretary Shattuck
(Assistant Secretary for the Burcau of Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs) we do not understand how this could be the
case. Is this omission a correct reflection of US policy?

4. We understand that funding for global AIDS programs
Including the Clobal Program on AINS may be reduced despite the
intent of Congrcss for level funding. Is this correct?

5. Wec understand that the State Department [ntra-Department
Task Forcec on AIDS Is indactive. Is this correct?"

Any assistance you could provide to answcer these questions would
be very useful Lo us. We are seeking assistance from several
mcmbers of Congress as well.

We look forwdrd to your reply as to our possible inclusion in the
meeting with Counselor Wirth,



