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A ‘Repressed Victorian Society' Bites Back

a On Wednesday, the Clinton administration’s 
AIDS czar told an audience she would help change 
America’s "repressed Victorian society” when it 
comes to sex. By Thursday, Kristine Gebbie had 
faxed around a statement emphasizing sexual 
abstinence and responsibility.

Gebbie told a conference on teenage pregnancy 
Wednesday that just talking about sex "in terms of 
don’ts and diseases” is not working and that the 
United States needs to view sexuality as “an 
essentially important and pleasurable thing.”

Until it does so, “we will continue to be a 
repressed Victorian society that misrepresents 
information, denies sexuality early, denies 
homosexual sexuality particularly in teens, and 
leaves people abandoned with no place to go,” 
Gebbie was quoted by wire services as saying.

“I can help just a little bit in my job, standing on 
the White House lawn talking about sex with no 
lightning bolts falling on my head,” she concluded.

It may not have been lightning that hit her, but 
something did.

Yesterday, the White House put out a sober 
Gebbie statement that spoke of sexual abstinence 
as the “surest” way to prevent HIV and “how 
adolescents must enter adult life with a better base 
of information.”
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July 30, 1993

Dear Ms. Gebbie,

me.

Sincerely I

Ms. Christine Gebbie, R.N. 
AIDS Commissioner
200 Independence Ave. S.W,
Room 738G
HHH Building
Washington, D.C. 20201

Katherine A. Meyer, R.N. D.S.N. 
Assistant Professor
Department of Community Health Nsg
Univ Massachusetts, Dartmouth
N. Dartmouth, 02747
1-(508)999-8398

'5 "'C c S

Residence!
56 Windsor Ave. 
Acton, MA. 01720 
l-(508)-263-2347

Since my last correspondence about :h 
Nursing Centennial Celebration _____________■, ,  ■■it 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health has suggested that if you 
are able to come to Boston on Friday, October 29, you might also 
enjoy visiting the Dimock Community Health Center. The Dimock 
Center is the recipient of considerable amounts of DHHS and CDC 
monies for HIV-AIDS programs. The funds are specifically used for 
prevention, early intervention and the ACT NOW program. The Dimock 
Community Health Center serves many ethnic groups and communities 
of color within the City of Boston.

As our program is planned for the Saturday following the American 
Public Health Association annual meeting you may choose to fly 
directly from San Francisco to Boston. If this is your preference 
I will plan your visits to the community AIDS projects on Friday 
and Saturday morning, prior to your presentation at the Centennial. 
Your speech is tentatively scheduled for 12i45, following lunch.

If you have further questions, please feel free to call 
Otherwise, I will call you in the early part of August to determine 
which of the projects you might be interested in visiting.

/ " Z c? > £ a?1 JL / o
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July 13, 1993

R.N.Ms.

Deaz' Ms. Gebbie,

In response to our telephone conversation of July 6, I would like 
to provide you with more information about our invitation to you 
to participate in the Massachusetts Public Health Nursing 
Centennial Celebration as our keynote speaker on October 30,
1993 .

Christine Gebbie,
AIDS Commissioner
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 
Room 738G
HHH Building
Washington, D.C. 20201

I have spoken with Boston Health St City Hospital and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health about the possibility 
of showing you some of their key projects related to HIV-AIDS 
programs. Both organizations have indicated their interest in 
meeting you and showing you their projects. Of particular 
interest may be the Shattuck Hospital Day Health Program for 
persons with AIDS and the Pediatric Hospice program. These 
programs could be viewed before and after your speech if you 
choose to come for only the day. If you would prefer to come 
Friday afternoon, then one of these programs could be viewed on 
Friday. You would also be able to observe the Boston Aids 
Prevention program which is provided in «the junior and senior 
high schools.

The theme of our Centennial Celebration is "Looking Backward, 
Looking Ahead: ICO Years of Public Health Nursing In
Massachusetts". We think that you would be especially suited to 
speak to the future as you are intimately involved with a leading 
public health problem in the nation, as well as Massachusetts. 
Your professional background as a public health nurse would also 
serve as a role model to the nurses of this state and could 
provide inducement for them to become committed to advocating for 
future changes within this state. I should also add that the 
planning committee was especially excited about the prospect of 
your being a part of our celebration.
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Sincerely,

Congratulations on your new appointment, and may you have much 
success.

I look forward to talking with you in the near future and hope 
that we will be able to participate in our program. As I work on 
an academic calendar I would prefer that you write or call me at 
my residence, as indicated below, until September.

Residence s
56 Windsor Ave.
Acton, MA. 01720 
1-(508)-263-2347

Katherine A. Meyer, R.N. D.S.N,
Assistant Professor
Department of Community Health Nsg
Uhiv Massachusetts, Dartmouth
N. Dartmouth, 02747
1-(508)959-8398
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August 24, 1993

R.N.Ms.

Dear Ms. Gebbie,

MA.

limited guestion and answer period following your

igso’s"

Our program is shaping up. 
opening speech. ’ 

' Ruth Knollmueller will present the 
. We'will also have the presentation of papers and 

poems that were written by practicing nurses about the issues of 
V V mu- — - 4 „ -T, c nnam oknnt rarinn fnr An ATIjS

Kristine Gebbie,
AIDS Commissioner
750 17th St. N.W. Suite 1060 
Washington, D.C. 20503

the "1990*s" There is one poem about caring for an immigrant AIDS 
person which is quite moving. We also plan a "Conversations with 
Retired Public Health Nursing Leaders", a fashion show of 
historical uniforms and the presentation of a musical about the 
history of (funds permitting).

Members of the Planning Committee for the Public Health Centennial 
Celebration and I are delighted that you have accepted our 
invitation to be the keynote speaker for our Massachusetts Public 
Health Nursing Centennial Celebration on October 30, 1993. The 
program will be held at the Guest Quarters Suite Hotel in Waltham,

from 10 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. This hotel is located on the 
major ring highway (Rt. 128) which surrounds the City of Boston. 
It is readily accessible to the airport.

If you have questions you may call me or send me an Internet 
message. My node address is KMEYER@UMASSD.EDU. It would be quite 
helpful if you were to send me your Internet node address, as 
telephone tag can be quite frustrating. You may also fax to me at 
my home with an initial telephone call as I receive faxes on my

I also need further information from you to develop the written 
program and apply for continuing education credits. Could you send 
to me a copy of your curriculum vitae or resume, your job title, 
the name of your presentation and the approximate time that you 
would like reserved for your presentation. As we are encouraging 
dialogue between other presenters and the audience, would you 
consider a limited question and answer period following your 
speech?

We look forward to having you as our guest for lunch and have 
scheduled your speech to immediately follow, at 1 P.M. This is to 
facilitate other plans which you might like to include in your 
itinerary. Enclosed is a description of some of the major programs 
that are sponsored by the state Department of Public Health and the 
Department of Health and Hospitals in Boston. Both departments 
would like to take the opportunity to show you their programs while 
you are here. If you could choose which programs you would like 
to visit and let me know how much time you will spend in the Boston 
area I will make the necessary arrangements with each department 
for their availability and transportation.
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Sincerely,‘A

02747

Katherine A. Meyer, R.N
Asst. Professor
UMass Dartmouth.
N. Dartmouth, MA.
1-508-9998398

Summer phone (508)263-2347

., D.N.S.

computer. Thank You again for accepting our invitation. I look 
forward to planning you itinerary upon receiving more information.
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Kncle^ed please f InA list of ASOS EEwidcrE in MaBeadhuaette that 
oaild be aonsloems £ar a visit by Christine Gstoba on her visit to 
■Bosfcari on Gcfcfcec' 30, 1993. All thxw agendos provide wawllGnt care 
■co elierxs and are funded with federal wwwy.

Please feel free to ccntact an after tevlewlng the attached and I 
can arrange any visit you foal would fee ajpnpriats.
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which focus on HIV) and the site of the residentialjprogzan--which 
will be alnoet ready to open by October 30. Possible participants 
*or a tour are Robert Wakefield, Dre. Joseph Cohen and. Rochelle 
Seh.ieb (AIDS Medical Director), Scott Sager (AIDS unit coordinator) 
and Suzanne Gunston (previously employed through paetive 
Lifestyles, now Dinock).

n< ~~.fr Ccamunity aeaiu Center > Disocfc has a wide array of HXV- 
services. These include prevention and education programs which 
focus on gay sen of color, corounities of color and actxve 
iii J ac tion drug uaere, a counseling and tasting site (Vhidh will 
soon include a special session for the hard of hearing), a case 
manager contract, a pediatric AIDS demonstration grant, an ACT now 
site and AIDS residential programs, on th* canpus of Dimock is 
also the Project star program which offers early intervention for 
children with HIV disaaee. Jackie Jenkins-Scott, Brian Feit and 
Homs Saunders are the possible contacts for a tour.

Uphaas Corner Smith Center - Dphan* Corner Health Center has 
Mverel HIV-related services. These include a prevention and 
education effort focused on Portugese-speaking people (together 
with SPAL), outreach to injection drug users (Charlie Brown), 
counseling and testing services, hiv case management, an ACT NOW 
site, a home ear* program which has an HIV component and a 
aetliodone dosing site. Ed Grimes and Dr. Geoff Modest are the 
possible contacts for a tour.

Shattuck is open on Saturday (except for the outpatient clinic). 
Ih* Health Centers are open Satuday mornings for sone services.
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