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AIDS Project Los Angeles

History
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Ths Beginning

Client Services
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The number of clients served by APLA grew at a staggering rate. In the beginning, 
there were five clients. At the end of 1983, there were 100. and by the middle of 1984 
there were 700. By the time of APLA’s tenth anniversaiy in late 1992, the organization 
had assisted 11,500 clients, in Addition Io the many thousands of utbers for whom APLA 

— had advocated and provided education.
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Realizing that funds were needed to educate the community and prevent the spread of 
the disease, Nancy, Matt and Max enlisted the help of other friends (who became many 
of APLA‘s early volunteers) and held a Christinas benefit The party raised more than 
$7000, which was the seed money for the organization.

Sliurtly afterwards, a steering nwnmittee was elected. Recognizing that AIDS was not 
just a gay disease, the founders decided to name the organization AIDS Project Los

Unconditional love. That was the philosophy that guiiled the founders of AIDS Project 
Los Angeles.

Tn October. 1982, the four founders of APIA - Nancy Cole Sawaya, Matt Redman, 
Ervin Munro and Max Drew -• were among those who attended an emergency meeting 
at the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center. They listened to a 
representative from San Francisco’s Kaposi’s Sarcoma Foundation talk about GRID, or 
Gay Related Immunodeficiency Disease (the original name for AIDS).

Fears about the new disease were spreading rapidly, so they decided to set up a 
telephone hotline to answer questions. They gathered whatever information was 
available and began hotline trainings later in October, with twelve volunteers in the 
Initial group. The first hotline office was literally a closet in the community center, 
where volunteers answered a single telephone and read information from a one-page fact 

sheet . ■ ' -

1

Angeles. The first Board of Directors was elected on January 14, 1983

Soon APLA moved into its first office, on Cole Avenue in Hollywood.
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Education
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One ot APLA’s first acts was u> pmditne and distribute a brochure about AIDS. The 
February, 1983 brochure, printed in both English and Spanish, answered basic questions 
about the disease. APLA has educated the comuiuniLy ever since, to prevent new cases

AIDS can be scary. But it was especially frightening m the early 1980’s, when so little 
was known about the disease. "Reduce fear" became an often stated aim of early 
voluiiieerx and board members.

When a professional social worker joined the small APLA staff in kte 1983, client 
services become fully established. One of its earliest programs was "Home Health 
Aasstance/Hospice Services," which later changed its name and became weil-known as 
the Buddy Program. To thia day, the Buddy Program trains volunteers who provide one- 
on-one social interaction and emotional support to persons living with AIDS.

APLA’s first client service started when early volunteers began visiting patients at their 
hospital beds. Support groups were also organized to help people with AIDS and their 
loved ones.

i’

I’
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Supporting all of APTA’s programs are highly dedicated staff members, extremely 
committed board members, and rernarkabiy generous donors. Instrumental to the 
success of APLA’s programs are thousands of incredibly devoted and caring volunteers 
who give enormous amounts of time and effort - as well ax heart and soul - to the 
organization and the clients it serves. During APTA’s first ten years, volunteers 
contributed nearly one million hours of service.

APLA created new programs during the ensuing years to meet the growing needs of 
people with AIDS. The first program to address housing needs was Mansfield House., a 
three-bedroom home in Hollywood that opened in 1984, and has since been superseded 
by an entire housing program. In March, 1985, a dental clinic was founded to treat 
people with AIDS who were denied services by other dentists.

An early food voucher program evolved into the Necessities of Life Program (NOI.P). 
This groceries-distribution center officially opened its doors on November 1, 1986. 
NOLP has since provided sustenance for thousands of persons. In addition, it now helps 
other food pantries for people with AIDS by giving them groceries, technical assistance 
and financial support

Other groundbreaking programs included medical transportation, home health care, and 
counseliag on mental health, legal, insurance and public benefits issues. These were 
later joined by case management, chemical dependency counseling and treatment 
education.

.. J

J
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Public Policy and Cnminunlcations

3

APLA’s original program, rhe hotline, is now named the Southern California H1V/A1DS 
Hotline. It remains a crucial resource for the community. In 1992 alone, it handled 
more than 70,000 telephone calls.

For twer a decade, APLA has been at the forefront of increasing AIDS awareness and 
fostering prevention efforts.

trierts to influence public policy have long been a part of the missiou of ATOS Project 
Los Angeles. As early as May, 1983, APLA sponsored a candlelight march at the 
Federal building in Westwood which brought out a surprisingly large crowd of more 
than five thousand people. The much was a turning point for community involvement 
in the struggle against AIDS.

From the earliest years, APLA took an aggressive and far sighted approach to public 
policy, recognizing that advocacy at all governmental levels is vital to protecting the 
rights of people impacted by AIDS and to increasing funds for care and research. In 
August, 1985, APIA ccxmlntxted testimony in front of the Los Angeles City Council on 
discrimination against people with AIDS, and Lus Angeles became the first city in the

of IHV infection and to empower and improve the quality of life for people who are 
already infected.

Other education programs include the Speaker’s Bureau, the HIV Testing Outreach 
Program, "Saber Es Poder" (Knowledge Is Power) Spanish-languagc workshops for 
Latino adolescents, AIDS In The Workplace seminars, "Speaking of Sex" negotiation­
skills workshops, condom-distribution efforts and community education fa yum

APLA'S educational publications have included "Living With AIDS: A Self-Carr. 
Manual" which was first published in 1985 and is regularly updated; "Sex on Eatth aud 
Other Planets," a 1992 comic book about AIDS written by teenagers, for teenagers: and 
numerous brochures, fact sheets, and safer sex kits. Many of these materials were 
produced in both English and Spanish.

APLA’s first major educational campaign was launched in 1985. The now-famous “LA 
Cares" ads were produced in conjunction with the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian 
Community Sendees Center. They featured a sweet and motherly character who taught 
her ’boys" about safer sex The campaign coiisisteil of billboards, public service 
announcements and print advertising, and also included graphic safer sex guides for gay 
men titled "Can We Talk?" and "Mother's Handy Sex Guide." For a wider audience, 
APLA and the Center ran a "Southern California Cares* campaign, with the theme 
"Fight The Fear With The Facts."

L
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uaiiun to bar such discrimination.
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r—/---------------—r v4v»uvu va uiv YYasujagion-oasea ALDb lobby now
known as the AIDS Action Council, and remains one of the staunchest supporters of

- tu uncase, a ruiiaraiser at otudio One m
March, 1984. featuring Joan Rivers, raised $45,000 for APLA, Shanti and Aid for AIDS.

4

Senices unit in Sacramento. -APIA’S representatives in the state capital work with 
coalitions of AIDS, health, and gay and lesbian organizations. Together they fight for 
the rights of all Californians affected by HIV, lobby for prevention education and heaith-

Dcvclopmcnt

The first APLA fundraiser raised over $7000. In the following decade, APLA raised 
mere than $77 million to help people affected by ATPS

Many early fundraising events were held in gay bars and discos, as the gay and lesbian 
ccmmttnity courageously mobilized to fight the disease. A fundraiser at Studio One ir

4PLA held the world’s first AIDS Walk on July 28, 1985. Organizers of AIDS Walk 
Los .Angeles hoped to raise $1(X),000. Dut a human tide u( 4,500 walkers rolled forward 
from the starting point at Paramount Studios, bringing in $673,000 The Walk is now an 

ri?,aI iQ 1116 1592 walk bringing in more than $3 million from
17,000 walkers

When the need for a stronger voice on .AIDS issues at the national level became 
apparent, APLA helped to support a number of new national organizations APLA also 
played a leadership role in the creation of the Washington-based AIDS lobby now 
known as the AIDS Action Council, and remains one of the staunchest supporteis of 
that organization.

Tn 198^ APLA established a Government Affairs Department (later named the Public 
Policy OKpurhnent). Its goals were to increase state and local resources for AIDS 
prewntion, education and care, as well as to promote fair and humane AIDS legislation.

In 1990, APLA’S policy efforts expanded with the creation of the AIDS Project Advocacy 
Services unit in Sacramento. -APIA’S representatives in the state capital work with 
coalitions of AIDS, health, ami gay and lesbian organizations. Together they fight for 
the rights of all Californians affected by HIV, lobby for prevention education and health­
care funding, and enact model legislation.

lhe Public Policy Department ccntiuues to lace the chaDenge of influencing legislators 
and government policymakers. Il also sponsors two grass-roots efforts: the 
Neighborhood Network, which arranges meetings between elected representatives and 
people affected by AIDS, and the Citizens Network, which alerts its members to write 
letters or send telegrams to government officials on breaking issues.

Supporting all of APLA’S programs is the Com municat jous Department which produces 
several newsletters for people affected by IIIV; works with rqrorteni on news stories, 
arranges press conferences and media briefings on important AIDS issues, aud produces 
public service announcements and advertisements on AIDS awareness and safer sex.
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The first annual AIDS Dance-a-thon was held in 1989 at the Shrine Auditorium 
Exposition Hal] By 1991 the event outgrew that venue and was moved to the LA Sports 
Arena. APLA proudly donates a portion of each year’s Dance-a-thon revenues to other 
AIDS organlzatione in Los Angeles.

Creative and determined volunteers have been responsible for setting up dozens of 
fundraising events, from the small to the enormous, from the elegant to* the unusual 
including premiere screenings, theater benefits, art openings, photography exhibits, 
faxbioD events and special concerts.

iXfter Rock Hudson disclosed that he had AIDS, Elizabeth Taylor helped to spearhead a 
drive by the entertainment community to confront the disease. By lending her support 
to APLA. Taylor helped ensure the success of the first Commitment To Life event The 
fundraiser, held at the Bonaventure Hotel and honoring former First Lady Betty Fori 

raised $1.3 million. The Commitment To Life benefits, much like the AIDS Walks, have ' 
become major annual events.

I

I
1

i i
i tI

Today APLA provides direct services to thousands of people, educates tens of thousands 
through the hotline and other programs, informs hundreds of thousands through its 
media efforts, and advocates for all persons affected by HTV through its policy efforts. 
The organization strives, as it always has, to raise the quality of life for people living with 
AIDS.

APLA is not alone in the snuggle against AIDS in the Los .Angeles area. Many other 
organizations have emeiged to help meet the needs of the ever-growing population of 
those infected and affected by HIV. APLA is coniniiucd ix> working with these 
organizations through joint projects, partnerships, and the provision of taebniea] 
assistance and financial support ■ ’

Although everyone at .APLA is proud of the organization's accomplishments, we all 
share the same hope: a cure for AIDS, and a time when the services .APLA offers will

Many of the most geneious donors are people who are highly familiar with the 
organization - ATLA’s volunteers, as well as members of the Board of Directors and 
Board of Governors. Board members are themselves volunteejs who contribute 

. extraordinary quantities of energy and enthusiasm in leading the organization, setting 
policy and planning for the future.

APLA has also been the beneficiary of grants from city, count/ and state agencies; gifts 
of money and in-kiucl services frunj businesses and corporations; grants from 
foundations, and generous iiontributious from a multitude of individual donors.
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no longer be necessary.

Until time comes, we draw strength from the incredible courage of people fighting 
-rm/__a f-Am romxrlahle vision of members of our community- Thisr

i

ideal: unconditional love.

Wriuen by Paul Lamer and Cindy Cramer

’ r

6

£

APLA'S volunteers, staff members, hoard members and supporters remain committed to 
nurturing hope, promoting compassion, reducing fear, and staying true to our founding

HIV, and inspiration from the remarkable vision of members of our community, 
building is a testament to that coinage and that vision.’
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APLA service
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chures, piudurs, vkfoos and other

Free awdve-writfng workshope 

Inr people who are HhApocttivo or
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Sdurdw.(2l3)99J-t3aa ortha
CSxUl«i<ial(2t3)46Ml62.U ♦

The took is also available Io the 
public at $ 14.95. Sharon Aronofl. 

PI3J993-14S7.*

lenera pre ride inluun alien, counsel- 

Ing and referrals tor nearly 80,000 
callow ovary year. In the La. area.

dunk wilo nuret eUgblky require- 

menu may roquod Io ba pieced on 
a home hMth program. Cai Um 

CUantina at (213) 4654162. M ♦

tire women and youth, and to mt- 

axirege and promote Htv-ambody

formation about services and beir- 
efib ha regrarerwi AHA dlentt.lC 

a Ji. to 6 P.M., Monday through 
Thursday; 10 am to 3 PM. Friday. 
Cdls lo Clianttlne am aMys an-

aha's Case Management Pro­

gram is designed Io ffisrst ciants 

who have (remonstrated high treed 
through the intake process. Case 

managers assisi the dfents through 

service coordmauon with outside 
agonciea and referrals Io AHA pro- 

gtan>s.(Zi3)9«2-i6aD.'*'

otters dcnlai services to register ed 
APIA dienb, as well as dlnnfs ol 

other AiDS-service organizations. 8
AM to 4:30 P.M., Monday through 

e

people effected by WVwKiatohol, on Thursdays, hidays and Satur- 

druns and rewal compultivenacs.
Miity Stoll sr. (213)993-1446.+

Aft A\ Medical Transportation Do- 
the Medi-Cal Waiver Program, aha partment coordinalw rides Io and

APIA'S Southern Caflfornm hut/ 
Frw. apprehensive eye examine- AIMItslJino'aUeinedvoiuntserb- 

dons are prwdod tor APIA dterts

by Dr. Mark A. Cttwy on Ihe first 

and third Tuesdays of each month.
by appointment Col your APLA ease call (213) 876-ads a call tdl-tree

(8C»)822-AO5 (English); (KO)
400-9IPA (Spanish); (GOO) 553-aids 

(TOO). For reccrdod inlonnaifan m 
AGuki«ta3«l(-CtMtofHirttta> Asian and Middto basfom lan­

guages. oafi (WO) 022-2438. 9 A.M. 
10 9 PM. Monday tteaigh Friday; 9

AAA's HospitM Vlsltetton ralun- 

tava and volunteer massage 
Pwaplsts provide emotional and 

when appropnaio ano promote early physical support lurhuMiaizedln- 
imervwiion. management and tM- dividual# and ;her fam. Jos. Corey
ment cl hw.'aids, Jim Suthsrs, Roskln, (213) 983-1431 + 

(213)993-1526.+

vides medical case managenwr it 
APIA'S CUsndlne, (213) 465-4182, suviaes and tamo neakh nursing
provrdM irr.Tocsato refoc.als and in- AAA's R.c. areeneffiunaid core, including RJi verts, home

LeBarun Dental Treatment Confer health silendanto, mental health 

ttUitw&iB and referrals, aha has 

iwo Home Heafih Programs serving 

200 efientx The Pitt Project and

AHA's MW Tvsling Outreach Pro. 
grtw produces television snd radio 

Contact volunteers phane APLA cfe public service announcements, bro-
orrts regularly to ensure they are

AMA's CcmnwnlcattoM Dopart- 
monl fecreases public awareness 
and li 1 vulvument on aids issues. 
Lauren Llewellyn, (213) 093-1264. 
APLA publietdions -pasmve 

Itta, publisJred monthly and twre 

ust, pubhrnod quartony— ore free 
to APIA clients and altered to 11 wid­
ows al die public lor a suggested 

annual donation ol $11 Uuron 
Llewellyn, (213) 993-1354. 

ItPAGTO mma k a month y putl- 

cation n Spanish publianad by APLA. 
Gabriela Hernandez Lepe. (213) 

993-1357. AH A S AIOSVISIOK, fea­
turing Alson Arngrlm, is broadcast 
oi 8 PM on the last Saturday ul 

udi ntomh on Century Cable. ♦

APLA‘3 aids In the Workplace Pro­

gram focuses on employer policies 
and proceduree tMord ompfoyeea 

Mth HMA1DS. Lee KloiinaU, (213) 
MS-1521 +

Addictive Banavtorr Program pro­

vides individual counseling, aub-

stance abuse groups. 6lw skills

workshops, ftstaiure and roiwrsis to have aids, and lor care-givers, w«

treatment and 12-cfeo programs for olfered by Aft a‘h wttsl-in-rosidenw teeing. Doon Udira, (213) 993-
..................   * ■ 1512.* + aha's Legal services Department 

days in leH, winter and spiing. It wie providos acottanoe to those with
Borger. (213) 962-150Q, ECl 1136. APIA'S Home Health Program pro- HlVaxicamingdwbliirawidcrodl-
* vides medical caw manaoimwiii tore, landlords and tenatte, wire, +

nancialand modfooi powers ot attor­
ney, employment, hotAiiig dscrimf- 
nalion and public benefit*. 
(213) 993-1501 +

APIA'S Education and Training DL 

vision worts to Increase hiv/aios 
awronere, feeler end maintain be­
havioral change to prevent transmte- 
sun cd HIV, encourage hiv teuing

APLA Buddies provide sxaa! intar- 

ecinn, i-moifona! support and lim- 
kad pradicai assttance for APIA di* 
ento. Being maldwd witn a Buddy 

will raqulre a tenge; wat in some ar­

eas of LA. County than to ethers. 

Johr. Salfot (213) 993-144 r. +

nrared by stall, not recording cfo- 

vfoee.*

APLA'S Free Community Education
Fdruins pravkla practical inform*
ton on issues surrounding HiV dio-
coM.Topicsincludolor.g-teiinsjr-

wval.putiir benefits; Insurance; nu- froo copy ol the bock by calling their may IreWt when listeners are not
tritton; AIDS 101 (Ths Saoisa) h En- caw manager at (213) 962- 16DO.

giioh end Spanish; aids 202 (Signs, or the Glentlirto at (213) 465-4161

Symptoms, Therapies); hospital
savvy; and women and Hiv (knowi-
odge and empewermert). Most fo­

rums lake place ai aha. Glonn
Gaylord, (213)903-1509.+
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APIA'S compreiumsive Intake and 

Assessment end Cue Manage- 
ment programe assess the ongoing 

iwwfo of people with aius and 

symptomalie HIV disease lo encuro 
ihol eech person is connected with 

all apprqaiate services and pro- 
grams.Cail(213)993-1301farap- 

provided with surviL-as and referrals, conatoraj and outreuch nttenafo de- pointmeni, C*se Maiwgvnwnt
aMA's Cnemical Dependency and Bob Bergeron, (213) 993-1306. ♦ signed to reach people 4 risk for KV hours: Mcndays, Tuesdays, ihuro-

ir.ieaian,lnckjdlr^Aftican-Amsn. days and Fridays, 10 A M. to 4:30
cans, Latinos, gay men, wxudyac- PM; Wednesdays. 10 AM to 3:30

P.M.(213) 993-1341 993-1386 or 

993-1343, +

APLA’S Oenefito Program provides 

caunsailnr;, education and asss- 
tanee m tewtilying and acceaaing 
pufelc benefits progrenu, and advo­

cacy concerning Insurance and pub- 
kc bonetle issues. Monthly public 
bonefts and insurreu seminars am 

open to the pubHc. Jacques cham­
bers, (213) 993-1473. AAA diems 

are oHered exped .led efigfollity pro- 

cussing tor Medi-Cal benetite 
through Ihe Rancho Perk Pitt Pro­

gram. M Eooklan. (213) 993. 
1478 ♦

San Isavaibfotoatnoctiargeto
now ctenta through Apia's Intake
end Assessment Depailnwia. Reg- ah. to 5 pm, Saturday and Sun 

isiered apla dents may obtain a day, end eli holidays, Messages

r 1
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More APLA service
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isb-apeawne sdaiescBtns agns 13-

f?13)9S3-1520.+

wksbop tnxn 2:2C ta 4 h u. eadi 

Monday a( APLA (213) CBlieOO. +

ahas Publle Pofley C»p«rtmBnt 
wfth offices in U» AngMs aid Sao-

kn DapartmeiH uf Canmunity Sar- 
ihcbs • Partially kmdwt by th# data 

of Caifomia Department st I loalth 

Services s PaitiaKy funded by the 

Couny of Loo Angoloe Doputmeni 
of Mental Mealh PMiaHv

VldMI on w dwM avaiiabi* fa 
loan from APIA Topics inckida twiri- 

tkn. jxifc benafls (Engfish and

Social Security Ferms workshops 

are offeruJ fam B 30 to 8:30 p.m. 

weft Tuesday at APIA (213) M3- 
1473. ♦

■ A free <tap4nsqipon group for City of Wed Hollywood ’PMidty
lamttyniciEbore and sigiioort others funded by the Emergency Fend and 
j'.—i--------  Shotar Program (fema) * PartiaJy

APLA'S NoetMsiciM of UfePro- 

gram provides supa'emimfai gnxsr- 
iet far APIA aiorrts who meal m-

from noon io 3 PM cadi Thursday 

In Room 154 d ARA Scheduled 

couttnlax Koren Baker, Sod. 8. 
Joe Fedora. Sept. 23; C9f Gain, 

Sept. 30; Jose Goualee. Sept 7, 

Seo. 16, Sept. 29; Sandy Kruegw.

ARA'S ?!km» BuddiM provide 
omotonai aid practical support by 

teJephone tn apla dents bhveeMy, 

and help identify prabloM aid 

make appropriate refanab before 

Ihey reach a oSIb sage. Paul 

Rossi, (213) 9W-13CT.+

Stanoo abuse isaues; Casa del Soi 
(7 uwts) offers fawinenme, affcro. 
anio musing for APLA dienis. flcci 
dental Scrwceo has provided more 

c3semar.agaa(zj3)K2-1«»a IfianCOOSeciicnSliaBinpcenB-
tlw CMirtfine, (213) -163*4162. ’A*

♦
ales far homeless popple with MV 

dlseue.CMywrAPLAaMmm* 
agar ef (213) 962*1600 or tta 

aiemfaw 4 (213) 46!%4162.17 *

Podiatrlc sums and pfty steal 

dtampy are oiferod to ARA clients 
by Dr. Utrry BioHund of Noth Hofr 
fywood. Surgical a arthapndre sup. 

parts are na included. APLA'* 
UMdline. (213) 4664162,« Lany 
Bjorttad, (316)960-3600.+

front naremerpaKy aMdieto ap* 
polmmenis. support group* and 

olbor AlOS-sovice ergamtions tor 
APLA diems, adh a rnnimum of two 

worfdng -lay*' notice. RTO bus 

passes rriay be purchased between

•ides crisis (riiwwntlnn, short -Wffil 

Bounseiing, support groups and re- 
tatnib to AiOS-s enskke w ilul 

heath sMYlcae tor poopia aiiactod 
by Alas, and therr lovod ones. APIA 
also provide* outreach to mental 
health provide*. Call your ara

ARA’s Treatment Education Pro­

gram p-Tvidas ireaunert intorma- 
Ibn/educaton and advocacy regard­
ing access to approved end tupiwi-

apla’s speaker* Bureau Program 
olfws basic infamtaiiori and educa­
tion on HfV/A!D3 tranamssfan. pr» 
ventbi arid lesting to organiatiow, 
schoosrunivvrssie* ano' bustnexe* 
throughout Los Angetes County. 

Ken Moaesfan (213) 993-1531. +

w4hAiCSandHiv<!iseasa.Tiiede-
ttie 25th Cl each muffii and th# 10th partm ent steo directs the Cftser-s

«the fcltowmg month far 910, dur­
ing Medfad Traraporiotiort office
hours: 10 am to 5 PM. Monday

through Friday. Justin Akin a

Francteeo Meiar*. (213) 993-1220.
’ +

apla's Significant others Fw 
Each Other is a canto-one peer 

support program la Hie signfficam 
cihers. spouses and primary corn- 

taken of peopto affeoed by ADS. 
Sally Ju*. (2 IT; 993.1 AM.*

end rfeighbahood Nelmnas. Iwn 
cuncmtad grass-roos campaigns 

designed to toetor change by in- 
crerssing ccmmunity pariidpation h 

lha iagsfaih* process. £13) 993- 

1366. +

APLA': Montol HMtth Program pro- *RA's Residential ServiM* pro-
grim cifcB three housing programs SvpL 14. Sept. 16; Jack lew®. ’ 

(ancients; Out Hctsa (14 Sept l;Aaon Newman, Sept 22; 

hed«)isforct»(itswihtKvaAdcub- Dick Peteraon. Sept. 2; Andrew 

RutrinsQn^lrlttwr. Sept. 28; Usa
Shanin, Sop:. 21. Appointments not 
necessuy. (213)993-1376. +

APLAH TtcktoHne oftars free tetete 
to theater pmantatiors and special 
events fa ARA dients and whin- 
team. Ruconiad anmuncement: 
(213)993-13KL +

raman3.intoraacw*fiiwlional, 1--------------- ■*“
atffie and local gmwnnwntowni ad- tee assists cSenlsjhar trionss and 

vacates to kicrease pubic funding
taHW/AlDS service*, and to affect  w r
pubic policy n the inlBresis of these mmnalrnannw.MembercdARA's troaimeni option*. The program also

SpiriuaAdvbcryCcmiunee offer has an eflernatiw therapy drop-ln
free one-oi-unu iiorMinnominaitonai support group which moots at 6:30 

consuhatiow from 10 AM to 1 PM PM on alemate Wednesdays at 
aaoh Tuesday end Wednesday, and APLA Sttphan Korila. (213) M3> 

1482; Marty ABjchrowicX (213)
993-1484 +

ara's Saber e* Podar B a free. 
Mmo eUgdsiifty requirements. Nulri- four-fouiwirtstappreserttedin 
totai counseling is uvalafcle by ap- Spans# tor mono- or bEinguai Spao-

pofatmera. 10 ah. to 5 PM. Tuns- ish-apeakng addesceuis agre W-
day, Wod.-wsdth' and Friday; 10 am 19. Audrain Msraie+Rttman, 

to 2.30 am un Thuracay; and to

am io 3 pm on Saturday, Garry 
Heiual.(2l3)993*13Z7.aM+ Of peapie with AIDS meets at 7:16 Shotar Program (FEMA) * Psrtialy

PM wadi Warinesday at the Valley tundod by the Comfy of Lm Ange- 
Commuraty Qirito, 6648 Vineland
Ave., North Hollywood.

■ A frae new bereavement group

meetB on Tuesday nights at ARA,

■ A hbe support gram far pecpln
with AIDS meets an Thursday mghte of Memo! Heath 7 Partially funded

inShonrcnOaks.+ by the Hosing Authority of the Cky

of Los Angele* > Lee Angelo*
County Community Glock Services

Spanish version*), insurance, ex- 
oerimenlal treatments. Self Advu- 
enry, Speaking of Sai and Legal Is- 
«ucs (Engfch and Spanish). Videos 

are avaiatle fat loan by eating dim 
Sugars. (213) 993-1 bOO, fart. 564, 
V«feos also told tor 926 each. Call 

ARA aftan weekly drapwt tuppart BJwron Aronoff. (213) 993*1487. 
group* tar people Miected by AES. + 
Cal Lori Hum la. (213) 993-1432 a

Damian Goicvwg, (213)993-1434. ARA winsore a free weekly yog* 

Currant groups ■ A frMitwot
vuup far with aids meets 

from 7*3010$ pm wen fueedayin
Room 214 SARA ■ A free drop-in Rfiroerfl sources

support group la Spansh^peaklng t Partially funded by the County oi 
people with AIDS moots 120 pm L» Angeles Deparimeiti of Health 
each Tuesday fa Room 214 al ARA Sovlcas r Pmti^ly lunted by the 

_--------- ■ r ayofWectHcUywood’PBrtially

ARA's Spiritual Advisory CcmmU* mantai drug* agamet HIV dieoaco, 

  J.-l i;    J as wed a* eftemalhre Iherapie*. Indr
fartaas with issues offaifh and :pri* vidu4JaA»inlinanisarsoftaaoto 
tuafty it a sensitive and nonjudg- anyone interwtod in espancing their
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WELCOME TO NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK!

WHO ARE WE?

We are a group of concerned citizens in the greater Los Angeles area who have joined together

to deal with this disaster. President Clinton has proniised to do more for aids than uiC past

WHAT DO WE DO?

to express theirviews on AIDS issues. We meet with 0ff1Cial3 Jcdcrali local levek jrge

Neighborhood Network iraintog and briefing sessions are held monthly. We stay un tn date

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Join Neighborhood Network today’ For more information, call (213) 962-1600 extension 507.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Cirizens and 
Heigbboplifloif 
Afeiwerks

to fight the burgeoning AIDS epidemic.

WHAT DO WE WANT?

Ndchboriitwd Network volunteers meet face to face with their lawmakers 

to support responsibltt legislation and funding.

HOW' DOES IT WORK?

on the latest and most critical AIDS issues. We then schedule meetings with our elected officials 
to express our views in person.

rt"2/ An«w»;.v.Vnvr "WrUs
•i.’M ’■ Mfx) 4 .;lv -)

therc is V1^$e or ““n,‘ and our gwarantent has had no master plan

iwq administrations. However, promises must be Iniel into deeds, 'in adding Congres^must 
treat the AIDS epidemic as an emergency and disaster and not "business as usual." More than 
160,000 Americans have died and millions are infected. We want an end to this cruel epidemic
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support, the consequences could be devastating.

INTRODUCTION

HE fli [I !n 111 Ct R R f 111 It |

Thank you for your interest in the 

' Neighborhood. Network. Your participation in
tn

the Neighborhood Network will make a

as a new way to get involved to

extremists playing on

P.11/20

do« not onlpoaur in the ttreoix. WJ,„ lean! „ come acr05J mos[

once a month to the “power, that be,” Activism may al30 take m. a more 
personal nature. Il you ever helped a family member or loved one get to and 
from medical apjH.imnicnts, or helped them to £11 am « form for disability 
bone ms or ud.cr public benefits, you have taken on rhe role of an activist. The 
.'ciehhotjood Network can be looked »< a n new „ay „ got ,„TOlvcd £o 

ipiwn goals that an individual cannot accomplish alone.

once a month to the “power, that be,” Activism may also take m-’a more

profound difference in the lives of people 

impacted by HIV, The tragedy of the AIDS 

epidemic has been incalculably compounded by 

wellfunded, well-organized right wing

the fear, ignorance and

prejudice of the people of this nation and their 

elected officials. Without your generous help and
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Policymakers will not give up tlirir power without a fight. Its time to let them

Thr media provided extensive coverage of the epidemic in 1988.

■»

1’hink of

not

of rime before every individual is

mt NEicimiim htiju

media im longer follows every new development in AIDS. Politicians no 
lunger feel pressure to create new and sound AIDS policies. California, 
the forefront of the epidemic, is no longer the national leader i

Have you ever heard an airline pilot leaving the cockpit and turning the 

controls over to the paaenprs, simply because he/she decided that hc/shc was 
too busy or jnsi didn’t care anymore? Of course not. Bur chat is exactly whar

i

policymakers got the idea diat they had all 

linn.

appropriated for crucial education, support servirrv, and care and 
for people with AIDS, it will just be a niarrer
directly affected by this horrible disease.

BACKGROUND

.Somewhere along the way our i 

power and control over our lives. How? Wc gave it ro il

Approximately 140 AIDS bills were introduced dial year. Lawmakers felt 
obligated to do something, and passed many of those bills.

Although AIDS is one of rhe most important medical issues of our time, ihr 
media ru> longer follows every new development in AIDS. Politicians no 
longer foel pressure to create new and sound AIDS policies. California , once at 
the forefront of the epidemic, is no longer the national leader in state ■ 

government spending on care for penpie with AIDS.

a neighborhood in need of a streetlight. The safety of your

’‘since AIDS doesn’r aflm me, I don’t need to wort}’ about it. Let someone elsc 
-4h.C CCiC ;;.rWhat many of these people do not realize is, if this epidemic • 
is hih contained, and contained soon, and the piciper funding is

. I , L •■•■5-.mw.wwvu 11C!U ux a sirceriignt. me safety ol your
nciglibornood is definitely an issue that you and your netghhara are concerned 
with, but its not ho: enough to warrant news coverage. It’s up co you and

the

your neighbors to rally together and .demand that rhe streetlight be installed. 
Right cr wrong, this is fcuw AIDS is viewed today. There is a mentality that 
“r;__ AifM’ ! i rr r « « . . . '

take cme of ir.

controls over to the paweny-rs, simply because he/she decided that hc/shc — 

we do when we turn the control over to our elected officials.

Now a revolution is forming. People are mdiiug in one powerful voice. Why? 
Policymakers will not give up their power without a right. Its time to let them 
know that we are in < Imrge.
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the impoiuntr of ensuring that people will, AIDS are able to mainuin die

co apply pressure.

Inconvenience

the attendees already know, in a place that’s accrssible, friendly and safe.

be coordinated together, ntdicr chan stoning up new gtoups of complete

their hienrk getting involved.!

nitrtitutJ Hru,^

!

TIE E f I f H I HIIII ktivm
!

I ack of Motivation

Most people view themselves as powerless when dealing wlili government. 

; see tangible results. Educating

WHAT IS THE
neighborhood network

Neighborhood Network meerings are designed to fill a smjal and a 
political need. It is pirfrrable co have these meetings licwwd by someone 
the attendees already know, in a place that’s accessible, friendly and safe. 
In addition, gathering people together limn rhe same neighborhood or 
area nutans that members of the group are more likely to Be rtprcscuicd 
!>y die same elected officials. Even if they are not( two groups or mnu* can 

strangers. 1

As noted catlicr, right-wing opposition to conipassionatc AIDS policy is well 
organized and has great influence with i.r_
disci iminatory AIDS legislation. Some of these extremist groups can generate 

up to 100,000 letters within a rwo-weck period. Wc must !>r prepared co 
march the opposition wish a strong, unified and well-organized effort. The 
Neighborhood Nniwork, along with its companion program, The Citizens 
Network, a«c two ways to beat back the opposition.

In order to succeed, the Neighborhood Network must ovricome obstacles 
which include:

The purpose of the Ncighh.ithood Network is to effectively mobilize citizens 

who live in the same neighborhoods, on behalf of people affected by AIDS. 
Lawmakers in Waddugton, Sacramento and locally need to be reminded of 
the impotumr of ensuring that people wiih AIDS are able to mainuin die 
best possible quality of life. Our power rests in people who are willing to 
express their concerns about AIDS to their elected officials. We must continue

Motivation is heighii-ued when volunteers  
people on the potential influence of local moliilizarion is essential to 
empowcrmc:ui Attendees are also more likely rn ger involved if they see

organized and his great influence with representatives'in promoring

> can generate
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Complex Political System

Lack nflangible Results

«

»

TH Hf 11 H8 0 ft II U IIU NETWIII

i

I

1
I

The education of the legislative process iiiust he easy to understand and 
relate only to the issue at hand. The first meetings of a Neighborhood 
Network group exploit ihr process of neighborhood mobilization. Next 
there in discussion about current issues of concern for the group and who 
to target on thnse issues. This way, Neighborhood Network activists learn 
a great deal about our political system over an trended period of time. 
This education empowers some Neighborhood Network activists to 
undertake advocating on othci issues as well.

AIDS Project Los Angeles, through the help of a part time Neighborhood 
Network Director and a purr-rime Neighborhood Network Coordiuaiur, wilt 
provide planning assistance in the form of research, mairrial gathering, 
scheduling appointments, and making sure that tcfretfinicnu; are provided.

Each planning meeting will include the scheduling of a meeting with an 
elected official. Since most of rhe issues being worked on will movr rather 
quicldy. a suuuriary or updated results will be available and will be given 
to the group.
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r uiuin.i<..i¥ra, cAfJKuung a ntrie &douc what they

for a living, any other infonnation of interest, and perhaps why they

♦

Everybody is an Activist

cffntiHtu  ̂neju pugf

INF KEiEHHIHU Nf I W(RK

)

1

support for the mental anguish that he goes through in dealing with rhi. 

Sen-ices at the GmnTy Jail to provide better earc for HIV infected individuals.

AH participants introduce diemselves, explaining a little about what they do 
for a living, any other information of interest, and perhaps why they are 
motivated to join die Neighborhood Network.

HOW A NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 
meeting WORKS

Wt'dcome & Iniroduction

Storytelling

Smiytrlling is a proven method to get someone co hear your point of view. Wc

Since some Neighborhood Network members may have liren recruited by 
. friends who may not have participated before in grassroots activities, it

the issue has more impact when we hear that a man spent seven months in the 
County Jail nor I ‘ '' ‘
spend another interminable night in a cold, dark ceil, without proper clothing 
or blankets; suffer days on end with little t.u no human contact, or go without 
support for the mental anguish that he goes through in dealing with this 
horrendous disease. Stories like this have motivated the Uirccloi of Medical

, - u -----  : must
be CAptainFxt that help or assistance offered rn a friend or loved one with AIDS 
is .! form of activism,

The Importance of Coalition Building

The Neighborhood Network advocates
AlUi) in I.o.s Angeles County, not only APLA clients. APIA, cannot provide 
t
living with AIDS in the County. Not"only is ir our job to advocate for more 

resources, but to ensure that die scarce resources that do become available arc 
used in rhe most effective and efficient manner. Just as it is difficult fen a

may aavocate the position that IITV infected individuals incarcerated in the 
state and county jails arc cmirled co a community standard ofhealrh e»r. But

County Jail nor knowing if he would receive his A7T; be able tc shower;

on behalf of all people living with

all services, tn all populations, in all geographic*! locations, or for all people 

resources, but to ensure that die scarce resources that do become available arc 
used in rhe most effective and efficient manner. Just as it is difficult fen a 
single individual to create change alone, it is difficult for a single uigtrnimrion 
to unilaterally cieaie change. The Neighborhood Netwmk creates an 
opportunity to bring AIDS service providers togcthti io develop unified 
strategics.
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rhe specific agenda iirm.

rn IlKilHmi NtTWOH

 . ----  service
doing, the amount of time available co act, ihr

Specific Agenda he-rn

Critical issues requiring immediate action

providers, or lobbyists arc

Scheduling ihe NeXT Meeting

A short Neighborhood Network meeting is scheduled a day or two before rhe 
meeting with the elected official to go over the background infiumation on

these issues have been onticipamd and a well thought out strategy is in place. 
Other times the issues hit suddenly. The Neighborhood Nnwurk Director 
and APLAs Public Polity Department evaluate these issues, and, with the 
hostW of the Neighborhood Network groups, consider what other 

; arc  vu
population(s) affected and how dds legislation impacts people wiih AlDs ’

are constantly surfacing. Someiimes
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btxamr pftrwMidly affected by the AIDS epidemic or how they beanie

IKE lEICHIliiH StrWOBK

i

I

I

I

i
i

WHAT HAPPENS DURING A MEETING

I
I
I

i

hive to ten people from a Neighborhood Network group may be in attendance 
ar flir meeting with the elected official. However, only three people are 
necemry to make the presentation. The basic anmpniietits of a Neighborhood 
Network visit with a public official are:

• l he Erst Ncigliborliond Network member will ask each member to provide 
a short inrr.idnc.iion explaining what he or she dees for a living, how they 
became personally affected by the AIDS epidemic or how they became 
involved with the Neighborhood Network. Members arc cncuuiagrti ro thank 
the elected representative for any past work they may have done on AIDS 

issues. It is important that elected officials know that members of the 
Neighborhood Network air not professional lobbyists. It is also important for 
the elected nflinial ro understand that a diverse cross section of society cares 
about people with .AIDS, not just one segment of society.

• The next person is considered the “enrree" person who gives the elected 
official a briefing about wliy die group felt it was important to make the visit 
to him or her. anti provide background information about how certain 
dcdskiiis will affect the lives of diosc infected, on their families and loved ones 
and how those decisions will affect sountf public health policy. There may be 

times when a Neighborhood Network group will he mrrring with an elected 
ofncial’s assistant or aide. Many rimes it’s die assistant or aide who specializes 
in health matters. Usually it will be this aide who is the expert on the matter 
and has researched it in great detail. If this person can be convinced of ytiur 
position, he or she will advise the elected official to vote antirdiiigly.

• The closing person makes brief remarks about whar action they believe the 
elected official should lake. The mosr common request will be asking the 
elected official ro support or oppose pending legislation. Sometimes, the 
Neighborhood Network may ask that an elected official investigate the 
viability of a government program to be sure that adequate services arc 

provided to those infected by HIV. The closing person will also thank the 
elected official for tinx: spent with die group.
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SUMMARY fc CLOSE

ipreontadva who already have a guud record on AIDS issues. It

was riot waul, the political cost to stick their neck

Keep ir up. h’s working.

TH HiSKHIHOD HTirm

^rr^/'kj^kOrflO0<:1 Netwcrk_act‘v'sf' y"* arc part of the next wave of the 

",  Y_j can ensure t‘ r„
mam cam the best quality of lilr. Agencies from across the nadOfiTarc watdimp 
vmtr ............. . -__ j t ♦ u

reinfim.rment also provides encouragement for that representative to "o a step 
further on an issue. For example, yom elrcred official may have voted 

T'7 ' b-" "»/ nevri took a leadership role. This constant 
reinforcement may er.couuge ihem to take their position a step further eirhe.

to influence politicians.

Constituents are mucli 
she won dcLikm

, me cuxtcu ornciai Knows mar he or
on the vote of rhe people. Their chief consideration is 

kttpmg that sear or to move on t0 higher ollice. In either case, that elected

CnOWS that they raust bc hcW ^“ ounrable. For this reason, 
----------- s are practically guaranteed an appointment with their

usr a few minutes. Many

constituents ; 

representative. This time is w< 
lobbyists, You can have it for rhe asking.

hlccLcd.omcrais are generally not experts in any paniuiLr field. Politicians 
- • •andy scout for reliable sources of information. Tr is our vision that elected 
officials will begin to view members of lire Neighborhood Network

legislation u! arlvire on pending legislation. You may be w,..dering how usefill 
it is m visit representatives who alrcnriv have * .......I aX j_....... r

IS f'xrremely useful. Politicians arc no diffcrrm than anyone else. They need to 
be told when they arc doing a good job, especially when taking a strong stand 

issue as AIDS. There have been times when politicians

• r . , hundreds of millions of dollais to capture the
attention of elected officials even if it’s for j_
or^mzatfow pay thousands of dollars for a 30 m»nd television w'Ln’ercLd

Every year lobbyists are

♦ . • . -- - -p—swtuaxk as experts
on rhe issue of AIDS, and ihar eventually, the elected officials will srmt 
contacting members of die Neighborhood Network about the ncetl for new

mure powerful. The elected official kno w# diar he

on such a controversial i
have stuck their neck our on an issue, gone unrewarded, and then decided it 
was riot won I. the political cost to stick their neck uui again. Positive 
reuifim.rment also provides encouragement for that representative to "o a step 
for.her on an issue. For example, youi elrmed official may have voted 
consistently ' the right way" but never iwk a leadership role. This----------

by actively convincing heir colleagues on a particular stance. inuuduSng new 

IcgisiatioH, ur demanding more funding.

AIDS advocacy movement You can ensure that people living with AIDS

^ur efforts clcsdy to use as 9 mcdcl to develop programs UU’dic 
Neighborhood Ne, work in their areas.

reason,

urth literally millions of dollars to other
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Client Statistics as of June 1993

Demographics Age Gender

A

AIDS Prapa Us Angeles* 1313 Nonh Vine SUeet ♦ Us,tagda Califor™
nia 9002.8

»

« Otliu
5%

FenmJc
6»b

Male

Aincan American
1C%

35 • 44 ycais
42.5%

25-34 years
35%

Caucasian
55% 4

Hispanic
24%

45 - 54 you 3
13.7’zi

0 • 24 years 
3.2%

55 and over

3.654

>*2


