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K. Gebbie
Page 2.

President Clinton has committed this administration to the
establishment of an effective national AIDS education
program. You have spoken eloquently to the urgent and vital
need to establish an effective and accessible AIDS education
program in the U.S. The House Appropriations Committee in
91, 92 and this year has been supportive of a pharmacy based
AIDS education program.

My own experience as a pharmacist leads me to believe that the
utilization of pharmacy locations and pharmacists to provide
communities meaningful access to AIDS education could be an
effective and affordable component of a national AIDS
education program.

In our meeting, 1 hope to secure your support so that this
pharmacy-based approach to AIDS education and prevention
can be applied throughout the country, while sustaining the
public-private sector partnership.

President

cc: Dr. J. Elders
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Hon. William Natcher

Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor, Health
And Human Services, Education
2358 Rayburn House Office Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Oover the past years, your Subcommittee has acknowledged in report
language the potential for using pharmacists and pharmacies as community
resources for AIDS and HIV information and education. As you approach
the FY 94 budget requests, we urge you to review the program that has
been developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
and the Foundation of Pharmacists & Corporate America for AIDS Education
(FPCA) .

The FPCA pilot program, "Facts From Your Pharmacist: Answers About
AIDS", has been launched in Alabama. This program is a public education
campaign which includes a series of comprehensive AIDS education
brochures for dissemination to pharmacy customers. Pharmacists also

receive HIV/AIDS training to equip them to answer questions from their
customers.

We are very encouraged by this cooperative effort involving an
alliance of public health experts, pharmacies and pharmacists to assist
in combating HIV and AIDS at the neighborhood level. Incorporating
HIV/AIDS education and prevention information into already existing
organization and structures like pharmacies could provide local
communities easy access to life-saving information.

Pharmacists are accessible in the communities where people live.
Over 20 million Americans visit pharmacy locations daily. The role of
the pharmacist includes dissemination of health information, counseling,
and reinforcement, as well as continued contact due to return visits,
visibility and accessibility in the community.

As you evaluate activities for FY 94, we would hope that every
effort would be made to determine if this pharmacy-based approach to
AIDS education and prevention can be applied throughout the country.

Thank you for consideration of this matter.
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