























































































































































































































In synergy, these factions surrounding and within NWPO have pursued a proactive
disinformation campaign against DOE designed to destroy the trust in that federal agency.
We’ll address these concerns in order.

SOCIOECONOMIC STUDIES

The main contractor for socioeconomic studies for NWPO was Mountain West of
Tempe Arizona. The fact that almost all the $15 million dollars in socioeconomic funds spent
to study impacts were done out of state (as was the peer review) indicates the likelihood that
the best interests of Nevadans were ignored by NWPO in designing the socioeconomic
studies. Even the socioeconomic peer review board hired by the state disagreed with the
overtly rigged studies, but its opposition was purposely muted and its meetings eventually
closed to the public. The fact that the socioeconomic studies were biased.to promote a
political agenda that relies on the distrust of not only DOE but technical institutions in
general is unfortunately compelling.

‘By the bulk of reports done for the NWPO, we see the prime mover behind the
socioeconomic studies was one Roger Kasperson of Clark University’s Center for the
Environment, Technology and Development (CENTED, directed by Kasperson). The
contents of a paper called "Participation, Decentralization and Advocacy Planning" written by
Kasperson in 1974 shows the direction NWPO has taken under guidance of its socioeconomic
researchers:

"A third general objective is more self-consciously radical than the preceding ones. Some
proponents of decentralizaation believe it to be a means for creating territorial power bases from
which to contest established power erlite. This notion has its roots, of course, in the revolutionary
experience of Communist China and the "city and country” model of world revolution.

“Decentralization, in this view, is a vebicle for political mobilization, a strategy for creative
countervailing force, a force for democratization. Milton Kotler, for example, argues

The radical task which the left must undertake if it is to assist democratic

revolution is to challenge the very concept of nationalism and central control. To be

radical, intellectual and physical force must accord with the original phenomena of

revolution - local insurrection and local control - within which structure democracy can
flourish. The left must develop and articulate a theory of local sovereignty.

and also from Kasperson in 1974:

"To enable individuals to shed their dependency, future planners and social scientists



cannot deal with local issues in a vacuum. Reactive, directed advocacy can no longer lose sight of
long range political, social and economic goals, lest (as with the antipoverty program) it become
simply another form of “political perversion”.

and:

*It is time for reconstruction to begin. But major social revision will require
commitment to a set of alternative values and a search for institutions to realize them. Because this
process will challenge establish vested interests, each advance will only further escalate the resistance.
The outcome will not be decided over sherry.”

Kasperson evidently went looking for a revolution and found the nuclear waste issue
to be the perfect testbed for his decentralist theories as they evolved from Marxist / Maoist
dogma into Rawlsian anarchism. Nevada was the perfect guinea pig for this social scientist to
prove his ability to manipulate the political process. In so doing, Kasperson and his co-
workers sabotaged trust within Nevada as they manipulated their socioeconomic results to
suit their political ends In the process, they committed the cardinal sin of science, becoming a
proactive part of their own social experiment.

There is little wonder that DOE is distrusted in Nevada after a corrupt socioeconomic
experiment attempted to impose a politically correct Marxist/Maoist/Decentralist perspective
on Nevada. In fact, all findings of the state’s socioeconomic studies are suspect and the entire
$15 million in socioeconomic research done by Mountain West is in essence wasted.

In reality, the socioeconomic studies done for the state have become the primary vehicles
for inflating fear, mistrust and suspicion of DOE because these fit the
Maoist/Marxist/Decentralist/Rawlsian paradigm of the political geographer Roger Kasperson
who sees technology as being distant from man. While this makes for great academic
philosophy, it does not go to the heart of the matter at Yucca Mountain which is whether the
technology will actually work.

LEADERSHIP OF THE NEVADA NUCLEAR WASTE PROJECT OFFICE

Robert Loux, as director of NWPO, is a dedicated anti-nuclear advocate who has used his
bully-pulpit to sow distrust of the Department of Energy at every opportunity. For example,
after a series of earthquakes rocked Yucca Mountain but caused only superficial surface

damage, DOE representatives attempted to explain that earthquakes have only minor impact
on subsurface facilities. In an interview with Roger O’Neil of NBC News July 22, 1993,























































































NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL:

1) urges Congress to adopt H.R. 340 or similar legislation which wou.;

a) provide clear authority to federal, state and local officlals.  enforce water
pollution programs at federal facilities;

b) subject federal agencies and federal facilities to the sa-.e accountability,
procedunal, and substantive enforcement provisions and reasonable service - harges that apply
to state and local governments and privats industry; and

¢) enhance proper water pollution control practices at fcderal facilities in the
future by ensuring that federal agencies comply with federal, state and local water pollution

laws; and

2) authorizes the NAAG Environment Legislative Subcomminee to represent the views
of the Association on this matter before the Congress and federal ageacies.

3) authorizes the Executive Director and General Counsel to transmit this resolution to
the President and EPA Administrator Carol Browner and appropriate members of her staff;
Secretary Les Aspin of the Department of Defense; Secretary Hazal O'Leary of the Deparument
of Energy; Congress; and other interested associations.












