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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 19, 1994

Kathy Davis, RN

Terry Gibson, RRT
Gretchen Ross, RN

3052 Adrgrove Road #70
Nicholasville, KY 40356

Dear Ms. Davis, Ms, Gibson, Ms. Ross:

Thank you for your input on the need to protect nurses and other
health care workers who may be exposed to HIV in occupatiomal
settings. As you know, this has been a subject of intense debate
since the beginning of the epidemic, especially since the
documented cases of transmission from a dentist to his patients
in Florida a few years ago.

As a nurse, I understand the concerns of fellow nurses and health
care workers about the dangers of getting exposed to HIV at work
while caring for others. I have been a longtime propomnent of
universal precautions to prevent the spread of HIV from patient
to practitioner and vice versa. The guidelines developed by the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) have been
instrumental in limiting the risk of exposure in health care
settings. However, it is also critical that all health care
workers implement these guidelines on a consistent basis for all
medical interventions.

The items that you mention in your communication do not guarantee
that HIV exposure will be eliminated. I am not in favor of
implementing measures that may give practitioners and the public
a false sense of security when it has been proven that universal
precautions, and the use of currently-available technology in all
instances will protect those who have to engage in invasive
procedures.

Finally, I also believe that we shall continue to search for new
and better ways to provide first class health care to all while

protecting health care workers.

Thank you again for your input. I hope that you will continue
sharing your concerns with me.

LU

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordimator

Sincerely,









































































































































































































































































VIDEO MESSAGE FOR UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE
MAY 31, 1994

Talking Points for
Kristine M. Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

There has been a 37 percent increase in diagnosed AIDS cases in
rural areas (population less than 500,000) compared to a S percent
increase in metropolitan areas.

In Maine, two thousand people are HIV positive and this number
does not include the many people who have traveled to
Massachusetts or New Hampshire for anonymous testing.

In many areas, there is still fear and bigotry, surrounding HIV
infection and AIDS.

HIV/AIDS education is virtually non-existent and desperately
needed in smaller communities.

If there is to be any hope of reducing the rate of HIV infection,
services outside of metropolitan areas need to be dramatically
expanded.

The lack of access to primary health care services in many areas is
shocking and results in the loss of early detection and treatment.

Health care in rural areas has reached a state of financial crisis,
President Clinton’s Health Security Act will help support local
HIV/AIDS services in these areas as well as in big cities.

Effective HIV/AIDS education and prevention programs are needed
for all Americans, those in rural and urban areas alike. HIV/AIDS
education and outreach services in all communities need to be
expanded and designed to provide clear and direct messages to their
respective communities.



May 31, 1994

VIDEO TAPING SCHEDULED

FOR
KRISTINE GEBBIE

NATIONAL AIDS POLICY COORDINATOR

ONAPC STAFFER:

DATE/TIME OF EVENT:

LOCATION:
ORGANIZATION:
CONTACT:

PURPOSE:

OTHER PARTICIPANTS:

MEDIA COVERAGE:
REMARKS REQUIRED:

BACKGROUND:

John Paul Gurrola

May 31, 1994 at 3:30 p.m.
HHS Room 107G

University of Southern Maine
Ellen Farmnsworth, 207/780-5953

Video message for University of Southern Maine’s
HIV/AIDS Conference, "HIV/AIDS - From 'THEY’ to
"WE’: Sharing Responsibility to Educate, Prevent,
Support, and Understand."

None
Local Maine Newspapers and Television Stations
Talking points are attached

This is the first HIV/AIDS program in Maine bringing
together the community with government agencies,
insurance companies, businesses, and health care
professionals to address HIV/AIDS issues. Maine
is a rural state in the early stages of the epidemic.
People at the University of Southern Maine are
hoping this conference will change attitudes.















