





























THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1994

Mary G. Boland, R.N., M.S.N.

David C. Harvey, M.S.W.

National Pediatric HIV Resource Center
900 Second Street, N.E., Suite 211
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Ms. Boland and Mr. Harvey,

Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, has forwarded your letter of
January 27, 1994 to me. As you know, the Clinton Administration has been committed to
the funding of the Ryan White CARE Act. The 1995 proposed increase of $5 Million for
Title IV represents more than a 22% increase over 1994. I understand your frustration in
not seeing as dramatic an increase in Title IV as you have seen in both Title I and Title II.

There are provisions in Title II for funding of programs through services provided to mothers
and their children. It is important to work closely with Title II providers to assure that
services are available to children where needed. In addition, the proposed Health Security
Act will offer universal coverage for all Americans and assure that children infected with
HIV receive full medical services. I hope that you will support President Clinton’s efforts to
work with Congress to pass this legislation this year.

I know that you have been working closely with Andrew Barrer, Ph.D. to find ways in
which to express your ideas in Congress and to the public. Dr. Barrer stands ready to assist
you wherever possible. If I can ever be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call
upon me. Thank you for expressing your real and important concerns. I look forward to
our continuing good working relationship.

Sincerely,

LA,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

cc: Carol Rasco
Secretary Shalala
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January 27, 1994

The Honorable Donna E. Shalala, Ph.D,
Secretary

Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala:

We are writing 10 express extreme concern about the President’s FY 1995 budget request
for Title IV of the Ryan White CARE Act.

As you know, other Titles of the CARE Act have mounted aggressive advocacy
campaigns with the Office of Management and Budget and the Department which is designed
to influence the President’s FY 1995 budget request. As a constituency group with severely
limited resources, a similar effort on behalf of Title IV has been difficult to organize.

Title IV remains a grossly under-funded Title of the CARE Act and is a principal means
of delivering pediatric and adolescent HIV services throughout the United States. We understand
that the President will only request an additional $5 million in funding for Title IV. This request
is not adequate to meet the demand for pediatric, adolescent and family-centered HIV services,
and we are extremely disappointad in the Administration’s response to this segment of the HIV
community.

Please contact us immediately if it is possible to provide any additional information to
the Office of Management and Budget concemning additional resource needs for Title IV. We
will also seek to meet with you in the very near future to further discuss issues rclated 10
equitable allocation of funding across Titles of the CARE Act.

Sincerely,

Ma'\: :"_éland,_LLMA_bL avid C. Harvey, M.S/W.
Director Coordinator for Publi¢ Policy
ce: Patsy Flemmiag

/
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January 27, 1994

Carol H. Rasco

Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco:

We are writing to express extreme concern about the President’s FY 1993 budget request
for Title IV of the Ryan White CARE Act.

As you know, other Titles of the CARE Act have mounted aggressive advocacy
campalgns with the Office of Management and Budget and the Department which is designed
to influence the President’s FY 1995 budget request. As a constitucacy group with severely
limited resources, a similar effort on behalf of Titlc IV has been difficult to organize.

Title IV remains a grossly under-funded Title of the CARE Act and is a principal means
of delivering pediatric and adolescent HIV services throughout the United States. We undcrstand
that the Presideat will only request an additional $5 million in funding for Title IV. This request
is not adequate to meet the demand for pediatric, adolescent and family-centered HIV services,
and we are extrereely disappointed in the Administration’s response to this segment of the HIV
community.

Please contact us immediately if it is possible to provide any additional information to
the Officc of Management and Budget concerning additional resource needs for Title IV. We
will also seek to meet with you in the very near fuwre 1o further discuss isSues related to
equitable allocation of funding across Tites of the CARE Act.

Sincerely,

' (o / 04*"»\/-
Mary G. Boland, R.N., M,S.N. avid C. Harvey, M.S. W.
Director Coordinator for Public POlicy

¢c:  Kristine Gebbie
Nancy Ann-Minn
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1994

The Honorable Richard W. Caunitz
Rockland County Legislator
Allison-Parmis County Office Building
New City, New York 10956

Dear Mr. Caunitz:

Thank you for your letter of February 9 along with the report on school-linked condom
distribution programs.

As a point of clarification, the February New York City conference was sponsored by the
teens themselves through Gay Mens Health Crisis (GMHC), who provided some funding.

I have remained consistent in my message to young people and their parents that abstinence
is the best prevention of the spread of HIV. Making healthy choices is by far the best
avenue to take. However, for those who elect to be sexually active, it is important that they
be provided with the facts on how best to prevent the spread of HIV. We know that the
correct and consistent use of a latex condom is the best mechanism for those who elect to be
sexually active.

This Administration is committed to stopping the spread of HIV, especially among our
youth. The age group with the greatest increase of new cases is the 18-25 year old group;
the majority of these infections occurred during adolescence. Best information indicates that
72 percent of all high school seniors have engaged in sexual activity and 19 percent of those
have had 4 or more sexual partners.

Although abstinence is the most effective way of preventing transmission, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Prevention Marketing Initiative is also aimed at those
who, because of personal decisions or circumstances, have chosen to be sexually active. The
decision to promote safer sexual practices through the use of condoms is supported by
research released at the IX International Conference on AIDS in 1993, showing that when
condoms are used correctly and consistently, they are extremely effective in preventing HIV
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February 9, 1994 Y
Kristine Gebbie, R.N., M.N. QW
National AIDS Policy Coordinator PN
750 17th Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

According %0 local press reports, you are planning a visit to Rockland County in the near
future to give us your views on AIDS prevention. g

I, therefore, find it extremely disturbing to learn that you are being featwred as the VIP speaker
at a February 12, 1994 New York City conference convened by Gay Men's Health Crisis which
will include worishops designed to expose attendees as young as 12 years old to such subjects

as "sex options”", "eroticizing safer sex?, "the wonderful world of latex” and "outercourse”

(Le., mutual mastuwrbatian),

As you must know, study after study shows that programs that concentrate on urging young
people to postgone sexual involvement work far better than programs that tout so—called "safer-
sex”, and programs that supply teenagers with condoms invariably cause them much more harm

than good.

The main reason for this is that teenagers are simply too impulsive and too undisciplined to use
condoms correctly and cunsistently. Indeed, a highty authoritative study published in the January/
February 1992 issue of Fomily Planning Perspectives reveals that over 27% of all unmarried
low-income teenage giris who depend on condoms for birth control become pregnant durtng

their first year of condom use.

As a result, it is hardly supristng that school-based and school-linked condom dispensation programs
never succeed. Just reviev the data in the enclosed summary of condom dispensution grograms

in San Francisco, Dallas, St. Paul and Baitimore and youll see what I mean. Instead of reducing
teenage pregnancies and potential HIV infections, these programs all did fust the opposite.
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I write to applaud your recent
editorial on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s new
public service - announcements
aimed at preventing the sexual
spread of AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases among youn
adults. ‘ :

AIDS is a public health emer-

iency that kills an average of 92 .

mericans a day. In the city of
Cleveland, there have been 1,441
cases of AIDS reported as of Sep-
tember 1993. Between 1991 and
1992, heterosexual transmission
was the fastest-growing transmis-

What };dung adul;s_:ion’t kn

—_—

sion category of newly reported
AIDS cases nationwide.

We have the” knowledge " and
I'technology to prevent new infec-
tions. 'It is our' duty, as public
health officials, ‘to: communicate
lifesaving information to' our: citi-
zens .through all means,at our dis-
posal. '

Young adults need-to know that
the surest way to prevent AIDS is
to refrain from having sex. That is
a message we, as health educators,
have a commitment to emphasize.

But, at the same time, we must
be realistic.- By age. 20, 86% of

ow about AIDS can, indeed, hurt them

L3

young men ard 77% of young'|
women report having had inter:,
course. The scientific literaturé
tells us that Latex condoms, used’
consistently and correctly, signifij'
cantly reduce the risk of HIV and)
other sexually. transmitted di‘f‘;l

. eases.

Thank you for supporting our ef-"
fort to disseminate this vital infoys;
mation. " i
DONNAE. SHALALA -~

Washington, D.C. : -
Shalala is Secretary of Health and
Human Services. ' gL

o1

The Plain Dealer welcomes letters to the editor, but reserves the right to edit them for braevity andciarity.
Letters should be typed or otherwise clearly legible, brief and to the point. include your

. signature, fult address and daytime telephone number for verification, and mail your letter to: Letlers,
The Plain Dealer, 1801 Superior Ave., Claveland, Ohio, 44114, or fax it to:(216) 999-6209.















































































