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WASHINGTON
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February 23, 1994

Ms. Samantha Hinkle
36280 Oakwood Lane
Westland, Michigan 48185

Dear Ms. Hinkle:

Thank you for your letter with comments and questions on the HIV/AIDS epidemic. I agree
with you that HIV/AIDS is a serious disease and that it is very real. HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS, is transmitted when bodily fluids are exchanged from an infected to an
uninfected person. These fluids include blood and blood products (i.e. plasma, coagulation
factors) and bodily fluids that can be exchanged during sexual contact. In fact, over two
thirds (2/3) of all AIDS cases reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) as of September 1993 are directly related to sexual contact.

Abstinence is the safest way of preventing HIV trunsmission. Latex condoms, when used
consistently and correctly, have been proven very cffective (up to 99%) in preventing such
transmission from one person to another. CDC launched a campaign in January of this year
to deliver this message to young adults (18-25). We are also working to find other ways to
deliver the HIV prevention messages to young people, especially through local communities.

I agree with you that individuals should protect their own lives, even if we will all die some
day. There are still many fruitful years ahead of us to consider shortening our lives. The
President has charged me with leading the nation in finding ways to stop this epidemic by
stopping the spread of HIV, providing care for thosc already infected and finding a cure as
soon as possible.

If you want more specific information about how to prevent HIV, please call the National
AIDS Hotline toll-free number, 1-800-342-2437. There is also a toll-free hotline for teens run
by teens called "Teens TAP." They can be reached at 1-800-234-8336 daily from 4-8PM
central time. [ also hope that you will discuss your c.oncerns with your parents, as young
people like yourself represent our best hope for the future.
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Please feel free to contact me with any additional questions or issues. Thank you again for
your thoughtful letter.

Sincerely,

A
M\M‘ Ué,_,( A

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

cc: Carol Rasco
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Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations—Appendix

State

California
(continued)

Colorado

Connecticut

Hawaii

linois

Indiana

NEPs In the US Through August 1993 (continued)

Clty

Santa Cruz

Boulder

Bridgeport

Hartford

New Haven

Willimantic

Honolulu

Chicago

Indianapolis

Name and Address

Santa Cruz Needle Exchange Program
180 Dakota, Unit 6
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

The Works

Boulder County Health Department
3450 Broadway

Boulder, CO 80304

Bridgeport NEP*
725 East Main Street
Bridgeport, CT 06608

Hartford NEP

Hartford Health Department
AIDSHIV Program

80 Coventry Street
Hartford, CT 06112

New Haven Needle Exchange Program
Department of Health

540 Ella Grasso Boulevard

New Haven, CT 06519

Willimantic NEP
P.O. Box 752
Willimantic, CT 06226

CHOW Project Needle Exchange
710 North King Street
Honolulu, HI 96817

Kalihi-Palama Health Care for the
Homeless

350 Summer Street

Honolulu, HI 96817

“Rubber Room”

Life Foundation

81 North Hotel Street
Honolulu, HI 96817

Chicago Recovery Alliance
P.O. Box 470688
Chicago, IL 60647

National AIDS Brigade Prevention Point

111 East 16th Street #201
Indianapolis, IN 46202
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Month and Year Opened
December 1989

May 1989

May 1993

March 1993

November 1990

March 1990

September 1991

November 1991

July 1990

January 1992

October 1992



Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations—Appendix

State

NEPs Iin the US Through August 1993 (continued)

City

Massachusetts Boston

New York

Oregon

Buffalo

New York City

Portland

Name and Address

ACT-UP/Boston |.V. League
P.O. Box 483 Kendall Square Station
Cambridge, MA 02142

National AIDS Brigade (currently
exchanging in New York City, New
Haven, Los Angeles, and Chicago)
492 East Broadway

P.O. Box 201

Boston, MA 02127

Prevention Point of Buffalo, Inc.
593 Winspear Ave., upper apt.
Buffalo, NY 14215-1209

ADAPT Community Based
Comprehensive Harm Reduction
Needle Exchange Program

552 Southern Boulevard

Bronx, NY 10455

Bronx-Harlem Needle Exchange
Program

c/o Bronx AIDS Services

1 Fordham Plaza #3903

Bronx, NY 10458

Housing Works, Inc.
594 Broadway, Suite 700
New York, NY 10012

Lower East Side Needle Exchange
Program

39 Avenue C

New York, NY 10009

St. Ann's Corner of Harm Reduction*
295 St. Ann's Avenue
Bronx, NY 10454

Outside-in Needle Exchange/AIDS
Prevention Program

1236 SW Salmon

Portland, OR 97205
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Month and Year Opened
February 1991

November 1986

Aprll 1992

December 1992

February 1990

September 1992

February 1990

August 1990

November 1989
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NEPs in the US Through August 1993 (continued)

State City

Pennsylvania Philadelphia

Washington Olympia

Seattle

Spokane

Tacoma

Yakima

Name and Address

Prevention Point Philadelphia
Health Center #5

1900 North 20th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19121

Olympia Underground Exchange
114 Cherry St., NE
Olympia, WA 98501

Seattle-King County Department of
Public Health Needle Exchange
400 Yesler Way, 3rd floor

Seattle, WA 98104

Outreach Center*
1025 West First Avenue
Spokane, WA 99204

Tacoma Needle . .change/Point
Defiance AIDS Projects

535 East Dock Street #108
Tacoma, WA 98402

Tacoma-Pierce County Health
Department Needle Exchange
3629 South D Street

Tacoma, WA 98408

Month and Year Qpened

December 1991

April 1992

March 1989

May 1991

r.ugust 1938

March 1989

Yakima Health District Needle Exchange November 1992

104 North 1st Street
Yakima, WA 98901

* Not included in the results of this report
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