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January 26, 1994

Dear Mr. Thomsen:

Mr. Mike Thomsen
2924 Harvey Street, Apt. 7A 
Madison, Wisconsin 53705

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank you for your comments on the Prevention Marketing Initiative sponsored by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This administration is committed to 
stopping the spread of HIV, especially among our youth. The age group with the greatest 
increase of new cases is the 18-25 year old group; the majority of these infections occurred 
during adolescence. Best information indicates that 72 percent of all high school seniors have 
engaged in sexual activity and 19 percent of those have had 4 or more sexual partners.

Although abstinence is the most effective way of preventing transmission, the campaign is 
also aimed at those who, because of personal decisions or circumstances, have chosen to be 
sexually active. The decision to promote safer sexual practices through the use of condoms is 
supported by research released at the IX International Conference on AIDS in 1993, showing 
that when condoms are used correctly and consistently, they are extremely effective in 
preventing HIV transmission. The research showed that transmission occurred primarily in 
those instances where the condoms were used incorrectly or were not used for every sexual 
act. To obtain more information on this research, please contact the National AIDS 
Clearinghouse at (202) 458-5231.

You indicate on your letter that it is your belief that promiscuity and perversion are the 
causes of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and that our messages should contain appeals to 
individuals not to be promiscuous. Although it is true that sexual contact with multiple 
chances increases the likelihood of transmission, it is due to the fact that it increases the 
chances of coming in contact with an infected individual. As HIV can be transmitted with 
only one sexual contact, the Prevention Marketing Initiative of CDC stresses the need to use 
latex condoms consistently and correctly for every sexual act. Placing the stress on 
promiscuity would give a false sense of security to those not considering themselves to be 
promiscuous.
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Page 2 - Mr. Mike Thomsen

Sincerely,

The CDC campaign is intended to reinforce young people who have not become sexually 
active to postpone sexual activity as long as possible. It will encourage young people who 
engage in sex but have not tried condoms to try them and it will encourage those who use 
condoms to do so correctly. A national task force will analyze the effectiveness of the 
various components of the campaign, including the public service announcements.

As a parent, I understand the concerns you may have about our young people being at risk for 
HIV/AIDS. I am concerned that our young people are not receiving the information about 
changing behaviors that may place them at risk. For those who have chosen to be sexually 
active, it is our responsibility as adults to provide the means necessary for young men and 
women to protect their lives. I believe this Prevention Marketing Initiative is a necessary step 
in our endeavor to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Finally, as health officials, the work that we do is to provide the leadership for the nation on 
how to address this epidemic from a health standpoint, with the understanding that the bulk of 
the prevention work will be done in communities throughout this country. It is at the local 
level that individuals and groups can make the determination of what individual strategies are 
more appropriate for their communities.

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Again, thank you for your input. I hope that you will continue to communicate your concerns 
with me.
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January 6, 1994

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

Even you, Ms. Gebbie, I am sorry to say demonstrated this unwillingness 
to make sound moral judgements with your statement that, to paraphrase, it is 
better to engage in sexual behavior as part of a "ccrrmitted adult 
relationship." What is a "committed adult relationship"? What do you mean by 
"committed"? What do you mean by "adult"? Even the term "relationship", what 
do you mean? Can you not say precisely what you mean?

Thank you for appearing on C-SPAN this morning to discuss the Clintons’ 
condom advertising campaign. The government’s effort, however, seems to be 
misdirected. The government's effort should be directed against the cause of 
the problem, promiscuity and perversion. Focusing on the wider and more 
effective use of condoms is only a partial, short run approach that will never 
succeed.

Why is the promiscuity problem not addressed? I believe it is a general 
unwillingness to make moral judgements on the part of the recycled dregs of 
the hippie generation that dominate the Clinton Administration. They have 
become morally bankrupt as a result of their acceptance of the "live-and-let- 
live, do-it-if-it-feels-good" mentality of the hippie generation and they are 
leading the country at-large down the road of moral bankruptcy.

Sex out of wedlock causes enormous problems for our country. This 
promiscuity spreads disease. And, we have hundreds of thousands of children 
who have no idea who their fathers are. Eighty percent of black children bom 
today do not know their fathers! And, the hispanics are not too far behind.

My first point is that the advertisement is factually incorrect. At the 
end of each ad there is the statement that "correct and consistent use of 
condoms will prevent the spread of AIDS. This is logically and factually 
incorrect. There are two nearly separate problems to be solved to control the 
AIDS epidemic. One is the transmission problem, the transmission of the virus 
from an HIV infected individual to an uninfected individual. Use of the 
condom is intended to lessen the likelihood of transmission. Ms. Shalala said 
in her speech that we have the technology to prevent the spread of HIV. That 
is a bald faced lie and she, you and I know it!

Second, and even more important than the transmission problem, is the 
promiscuity problem. Once both individuals are infected the transmission 
problem becomes irrelevant as long as neither of the individuals has sex with 
other uninfected persons. Both of the infected individuals will eventually 
die and the and the virus will die with them. Rampant promiscuity, especially 
among homosexuals, is the most important cause of the spread of HIV here is 
our country (which should be our first concern).

Unfortunately, the government programs have had little to say about 
promiscuity. I can only recall one public service announcement during the 
Bush years in which a large number of individuals were shown lying beside each 
other and the blunt message was that when you have sex with a person you are 
exposed to the diseases of all other partners that person has had. This 
shocking message is totally missing in the Clintons' AIDS campaign.
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Sincerely,

Mike Thomsen

Though lower, even whites have an unacceptably high level of illegitimacy! 
This is not a problem of mechanics that can be solve with Norplant or some 
condoms; it is a problem of morals.

Well, Ms. Gebbie, unless you address the promiscuity problem you are 
going to be sadly disappointed with the results of your program. Face 
reality, throw away those cliches of the sixties. Then perhaps the scales 
will fall from your eyes and you will be able to devise honest and effective 
solutions to the AIDS problem.

There is a book that discusses this kind of reasoning and I suggest you 
read it. The title is "Voltaire's Bastards: The Dictatorship of Reason in the 
West" and is by John Saul. The book is a good discussion of the Orwellian use 
of language that now seems to dominate the public discussion, especially when 
it comes to AIDS and especially homosexuality and other trendy perversions.

I guess the Clintons will not tackle the moral question because that 
would force them to deal with the view held by the vast majority of Americans 
that homosexuality, perhaps one of Bill's and Hillary's secret "delights", is 
unnatural and fundamentally immoral. They do everything they can to avoid the 
basic questions of morality. Just look at the word games they play with 
"status" and "conduct" and the like: one can be a "homosexual" without 
engaging in homosexual behavior. Is that logical?
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1994

Dear Ms. Clipps:

Sincerely,

>>—

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I’ll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

Roselyn Clipps
Institute for Child and Family Development/
Wisconsin Association of Black Social Workers
4206 W. Capitol Dr.
Milwaukee, WI 53216

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



January 26, 1994

Dear Mr. Stephens:

Sincerely,

MS# 745 
53201

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Roger Stephens
Manager, Social Work/Discharge Planning
Childrens Hospital of Wisconsin
PO Box 1997
Milwaukee, WI

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.
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January 26, 1994

Sincerely,

XL

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
The concerns and questions you raised help further my

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Dear Ms. Jones:

Sudie B. Jones
Wisconsin Association of Black Social Workers
4206 W. Capital
Milwaukee, WI 53216

Milwaukee.
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1994

Sincerely,

‘-4?

Tamara Stark
Community Health Concepts
1717 S. 12th St., Suite 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53204

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Dear Ms. Stark:

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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January 26, 1994

53212

Sincerely,

A X7

Pat Towers
Milur Co. Human Services
235 W. Galena
Milwaukee, WI

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Dear Mr. Towers:

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.
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School of Public Health and Community Medicine

January 26, 1994

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

Sincerely,

.46

EBP/kt \wpwin\courtesy\renew.let

y

V\fe have begun the annual process of reappointment of affiliate and clinical faculty 
members in the Department of Health Services. The regular faculty in the department 
recommended that this year the assignment of affiliate and clinical titles be reviewed 
and be made more consistent with the Faculty Code (Chapter 24, Vol. 11-33, B.4 and 
B.7, see attached) than has apparently been the case in the past. They further 
recommended a review to assure that the appointments appropriately reflect the level 
of commitment to the department's programs.

In order to facilitate this process, we would appreciate it if you would complete and 
return the attached report and an up-dated CV by February 21, 1994. V\fe will then 
add this information to our department database.

Emblem: ... a Northwest Coast Indian symbol of physical and mental well-being. 
Artist: Marvin Oliver

V\fe appreciate the contributions that you have made to the department as a member 
of our faculty and assure you that this effort to bring our use of faculty titles in line with 
the Faculty Code won't affect your association with the department. V\fe'll let you know 
when we have it all sorted out.

Edward B. Perrin, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair

University of Washington
Seattle, Washington 98195

Kristine M. Gebbie, M.N.
606 Lilly Road N.E. 
#723
Olympia, WA 98506

Department of Health Services, SC-37
(206)543-8866
FAX: (206) 543-3964
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CURING CANCER & AIDS

Arthur Armbrust

c. 111 E. Illinois St. 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Tel: (708)668-6273

If the National Cancer Institute holds firm that Cancer and AIDS are a form of virus, 
we’ll be no further ahead with a cure thirty years from now, as we have been for the last 
thirty.

Vaccines have created great results with various diseases but new approaches are 
necessary for Cancer and AIDS. Technology in biochemistry, bioelectricity and 
magnetobiology will provide solutions in prevention and treatment, along with new 
priorities for research.

By understanding the Human Power Pak, answers for Cause and Cure could soon be 
discovered.

Example:
First line of defense in the immune system of what we eat, would be the hydrochloric 

acid in our stomach which works wonders, however, the quantity reduces itself with 
aging, which sometimes allows breast cancer in women and intestinal cancer in men. What 
passes through our stomach that hydrochloric acid is the most attentive to? Without 
question, Zinc.

Hundreds of similar patterns are predominant in understanding Cancer and AIDS. 
Living cells need inorganic compounds, however how these compounds are obtained or 
retained is the basic cause of many health problems. With the use of such items as: food 
additives, tobacco, insecticides, along with hundreds of other items we use in everyday 
life, we are subjecting ourselves to the beginning stages of various diseases. Chemical 
changes are ordinarily accompanied by the transfer of energy between the system and its 
surroundings.

Upon request a treatise will be forwarded at no charge, on why Cancer and AIDS are 
prevalent today, what causes the impairment of cell cycle regulation, and when does the 
casual or conditioning factors begin.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1994

Dear Mr. McCann:

Sincerely,
1

Marty McCann, MS, SW 
University of Milwaukee
11333 W. National Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI 53227

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in 
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.
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January 26, 1994

Center

Dear Dr. Hollander:

Sincerely,

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Gary Hollander, PhD 
Siani Samaritan Medical 
2000 W. Kelbourn 
Milwaukee, WI 53233

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in 
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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Sincerely,

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Havens:

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Peter L. Havens, MD
Director, Pediatric HIV Care Program
Children's Hospital of Wisconsin 
PO Box 1997
Milwaukee, WI

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in 
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

January 26, 1994

Dear Dr. Gilson:

epidemic.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in 
Milwaukee._ The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Ian Gilson, MD
Internal Medicine Specialties
788 N. Jefferson
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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WASH INGTO N

January 26, 1994

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Dear Mr. Lawrence:

Joan Lawrence
Milwaukee Indian Health Board, Inc.
930 N. 27th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53208

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in 
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

January 26, 1994

Dear Dr

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.

Jim Vergeront, MD
Director AIDS/HIV Program
Division of Health
1414 E. Washington Ave., Room 96
Madison, WI 53703

Thank you for taking time to meet with me when I was in
Milwaukee. The concerns and questions you raised help further my 
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1994

Milwaukee

53201

Dear Ms

Sincerely,

to meet with me when I was in 
The concerns and questions you raised help further my

Ruth McShane, Faculty 
University of Wisconsin - 
School of Nursing
Box 413
Milwaukee, WI

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for taking time
Milwaukee. r~'
understanding of what needs to be done in response to this 
epidemic. I'll be using Wisconsin examples as I continue to work 
both within the Federal government and with other partners.

My very best wishes in your continuing efforts to respond to the 
HIV epidemic and those affected by it.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

January 26, 1994

94110

Dear Mr. Ramsdell:

Sincerely,

Mr. Sheldon Ramsdell
1350 Dolores Street 
San Francisco, California

Special Assistant for Planning and Development 
Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you very much for your generous offer of assistance. We at 
the Office of National AIDS Policy are committed to a close 
working relationship with community groups as well as national 
organizations dealing with HIV/AIDS issues. Although I will be 
moving to a new position in the Division of HIV Services of the 
Health Resources and Services Administration as of February 1, 
1994, I encourage you to keep in touch with this office. Thank 
you again for your offer of support.
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Women March for AIDS
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Activists call for more research, service — and caution
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— many of whom activists say 
live in a state of denial, believ­
ing that they can’t contract the 
fatal disease.

The activists gathered for 
an afternoon march that began
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PHIL MIGL1ARESE JR.

A march for Joan Baker, a lesbian who died of AIDS, made its way up 18th Street from Dolores Park.
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By Peter Tira
More than 300 AIDS

activists took to the streets
Saturday, Searing a message 

forwomeninthecity:You’re
not immune from AIDS.

The message was di- at Dolores Park and continued 
reeled specifically toward to the comer of Market and 
lesbian and bisexual women Castro streets, where speakers

. .
7' ‘;

called for more studies of AIDS 
in the lesbian community and 
urged women to practice safe 

sex.
The march honored the 

memory of San Francisco AIDS 
activist Joan Baker, who died 
of AIDS-related illnesses on 
Sept. 3.
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For the six years she 
lived with the disease, Baker 
fought for the creation of 
AIDS support services for 
women and alerted them to 
the danger of woman-to- 
woman transmission of the 
disease.

See AIDS, page 5
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AIDS: Women Push for Care, Research
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“That’s how come lesbians are in 
denial,” said Rita Shimmin, HIV ser­
vices director for the Lyon-Martin 
Women’s Health Services on Market 
Street. “Like we don’t get infected 
because we only sleep with women, 
ignoring the fact that lesbians shoot 
up, share needles, sleep with men, 
and the growing fact that lesbians can 
get HIV as well as other (sexually 
transmitted diseases) from women.”

from page 1
‘This march was for (Baker) but 

really it was for all women,” said 
Judith Cohen, a member of Lesbian 
Avengers, the activist group that or­
ganized the march and subsequent 
rally. “There is a lot of community 
denial, stigma and complacency that 
women actually do get AIDS.”

Perhaps the biggest wake-up call 
came last week when the Department 
of Public Health released the findings 
of two federally funded studies it car­
ried out on lesbians, bisexual women 
and AIDS.

Of a sampling of 498 self-de­
scribed lesbian and bisexual women, 
1.2 percent—or six —tested positive 
for HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. 
That figure compares with die 0.35 
percent of all San Francisco women 
believed to be infected.

“We found that lesbian and bi-

‘Transmission within the 

lesbian community has 
not been well studied.’ 

— Kristine Gebbie, AIDS
policymaker, Clinton administration 
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sexual women represented the high­
est group of all women infected with
HIV,” said Melissa Jones, a project
coordinator for one of the two studies.
‘That’sa heavy statement in the medi­
cal community.”

The studies also showed that les­
bian and bisexual women engaged in
high-risk behavior, including intra- 

Ve[LT^8 USe and SeX PHIL MIGUARESE JR.
with both heterosexual and gay men.

Jones said the lesbian commu- Jana Barber, left, and Jenn Maeder, the late Joan Baker's lover, 
nity has suffered from a lack of re- march to decry the lack of services for women with AIDS, 
search on the relationship between
AIDS and the lesbian community.
The health deparunent studies mark
the first investigation into the subject.

“We’re talking 14 years into an
epidemic and no study had ever been
done before on that,” Jones said.

Those sentiments were echoed
by Kristine Gebbie, national AIDS
policymaker for the Clinton adminis-
tration. Speaking at the sixth annual
AIDS Update Conference in Civic
Center last week, Gebbie said,‘Trans­
mission within the lesbian commu­
nity has not been well studied.”

In addition to more research, ac-
ti vists say, the city needs more women- 
specific AIDS and HIV support ser­
vices. A lack of these factors has
prolonged the myth that lesbian
women are somehow immune to the
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January 26, 1994

02879

Dear Ms. Quinn:

Sincerely,

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Ms. Lee Ann Quinn, R.N., B.S. 
Infection Control Coordinator 
South County Hospital, Inc. 
100 Kenyon Avenue
Wakefield, Rhode Island

Warren W. Bja^fcingham III
Special Assistant for Planning and Development 
Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for your interest in the Office of National AIDS 
Policy. We are now finalizing plans for the fellowship programs 
you mentioned in your letter, and should be making formal 
announcements concerning those programs in the spring. We will 
contact you with more information at that time. Again, thank you 
for your interest. 1



December 20, 1993

Otc 3 0 s33

Sincerely,

LAQ:mjh

Ms. Kristine Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
Domestic Policy Office
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20501

South County Hospital Inc. *100 Kenyon Avenue • Wakefield, Rhode Island 02879 
(401)782-8000 , TDD (401)789-1410 , FAX (401)783-6330

SouthMCount
HOSPITAL

I am an APIC member and have just read the newsletter that 
included your meeting with the APIC board in September. First, 
I congratulate you on your new appointment. It certainly will 
be a challenging one. Second, I read that you or your office 
are looking for APIC members that may be interested in assist­
ing your office by means of internship or fellowship. Please 
send me further details on this "invitation" and what it entails.

B. S.

My background includes the following: I am an R.N. with a B.S. 
in social and health services and a minor in epidemiology. I am 
also certified from the health department in HIV counselling and 
testing techniques. I am an Infection Control Coordinator at a 
community hospital in Rhode Island. I am very interested in 
focusing my interests and experience with prevention and educa­
tion to the community. I don't know if your office is going to 
look at that area to address.

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

Lee Ann Quinn, R.N.,
Infection Control Coordinator

Please contact me at the address below:
Lee Ann Quinn, R.N., B. S.
Infection Control Coordinator 
South County Hospital, Inc. 
100 Kenyon Avenue
Wakefield, R. I. 02879



January 26, 1994

Dear Jef:

Sincerely,

Warren W. Buckingham III
Special Assistant for Planning and Development 
Office of the National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Thank you for sending me your testimony and the other information on the Ryan 
White Care Act Reauthorization. I will be leaving my position here and returning to 
the Division of HIV Services at the Health Resources and Services Administration as 
of February 1, 1994, but I would be happy to work with you on the reauthorization 
from that new position. Please give me a call at my new office after February 14. 
The phone number there is 301-443-9091. I look forward to hearing from you.

Mr. Jeffery L. Morris
Chairman
HIV/AIDS Planning and Management Organization
Suite 2650
150 West Flagler
Miami, Florida 33130

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH! NGTON
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Jeffery L Morris • Chairman

HIV/AIDS PLANNING & MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION

December 22, 1993

Dear Buck:

Hope your holidays are a time of peace.

Thanks,

Page 10

150 West Flagler • Suite 2650 • Miami • Florida 33130 • 305-374-8422

I have suggested we hold our own PWA roundtable discussion on the reauthorization of 
the CARE Act and send the minutes of the discussion the HRSA. If this is something that 
you would like to participate in, please let me know.

I had the chance to discuss pages 13 & 14 with Senator Ted Kennedy at dinner on 
December 13, 1993 in Washington. I am waiting to hear from his office to confirm our 
invitation to lunch to discuss how we could attempt a demonstration project here in Dade 
County. I would also like to get your thoughts on pages 13 & 14 as well.

Last week I gave my oral comments on the reauthorization of the Ryan White Care Act. I 
thought that you would be interested in the issues that were raised and discussed at the 
hearing. It is my hope that upon reading the attached you may have some additional 
thoughts that we could coordinate for the next hearing on the reauthorization of the Ryan 
White CARE Act. HRSA has indicated that there will be additional regional hearings to 
be announced.
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January 27, 1994

»

Dear Ms. Zuchter:

we

Thank you again for your thoughtful words.
I

Sincerely,

I would like to encourage you to continue in your labor, we need more interested individuals 
like yourself. I would also like to encourage you to work with your local community and let 
me know of your progress. I would be interested to hear of additional steps you take.

Thank you for sharing information about your "AIDS Awareness 18 Month Calendar" with 
me. As you may know, the Office of National AIDS Policy was created out of the 
President's commitment to take positive steps to stop the spread of HIV and to provide 
services for those already infected and living with HIV/AIDS. I am also committed to 
finding a cure for AIDS as soon as possible. I agree with you that the most effective tool 
have against the spread of HIV is education.

I have closely looked at your materials and am very encouraged by your interest in the area 
of HIV/AIDS prevention. As we work to stop HIV/AIDS, we are interested in hearing about 
new concepts and ideas that individuals may have on this subject. It is critical that we 
continue to use the means at our disposal to distribute information on prevention to those 
those at risk. In order to accomplish that, we have determined the messages must be 
population specific, taking into account the cultural, educational, gender and sexual 
orientation of the intended audience. .

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Ms. Linda Zuchter 
President
Graphicorp Inc.
683 Windermere Road, #49 
London, Ontario N5X 3T9 
CANADA

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON rfl r V

I t



January 11,1994

Dear Kristine,

INC.

I think I've belaboured the point enough, so I'll leave this in your good hands. Thanks again for your time.

I remain, yours sincerely.

We need your support...exposure in a big wayl This publication has become so much more than I anticipated. All over 
the world, people are getting involved, to make this a truly international Calendar, the first of its kind. While, for me, the pride 
I feel, firstly comes, from the opening of doors that is happening between organizations everywhere.Groups are networking 
from State to Province, all over. This is something I'll always feel good about, no matter the scope of the Calendar.

By looking at the enclosed Calendar, you get a great sense of its contents, its importance, and the joy you feel at 
looking at the colours, and graphics.

The distribution of the monies Graphicorp receives will be as follows: Issue A's distribution will be through the AIDS 
Committee of London. The costs and administrational fees will be removed, and the balance will be dispersed back to the 
regions from which they were received. Issue B's distribution will be divided between the AIDS Committee of London and 
Harvard, through their various AIDS groups like the Harvard AIDS Institute, their Global AIDS Policy, et al (It is very important 
to me that help be given to Third World Countries, where the AIDS Pandemic is spreading so quickly, that even weekly 
statistic reports I receive vary in a frightening fashion.)

National AIDS Policy, Executive Office of the President 
Attn: Kristine Gebbie, Coordinator

Well, this project took off like a house on fire, and I'm hopeful for its success. But help such as you could give, would 
be immeasurable in ensuring this potential success.

The distribution date is here, and now. This Calendar has no final print quantity, the sky's the limit! 3,000,000 
Calendars, which is a high sales figure for any published venture, will raise, $18,000,000 to $21,000,000 based on the 
wholesale price of $5 to $8 plus shipping per piece.

The statistics are frightening, and the only way to fight HIV/AIDS is with AWARENESS, PREVENTION, SUPPORT and 
RESEARCH.

I hope you'll consider endorsing this Calendar, as an educational reinforcement as well 
as a viable fund raiser, since it can be both a great money-maker and an awareness tool. 
AIDS Groups, and Churches are approaching the Secondary School Systems in their 
respective States and Provinces, to try to get the AIDS Awareness Calendar included in the 
Health and Phys Ed Curriculum. The Public Health Departments have been very helpful in 
sending on copies to their Agencies, but approaching each State and Province, one at a 
time, is perhaps notthe most efficient way to let them know aboutthe Calendar's existence. 
The organization of a Distributorship Network could take a year or more. This is time that AIDS 
does not have, as the pandemic spreads. Perhaps we could work together through the 
Public Health Departments to encourage the distribution of the Calendar and the 
promotion of its fund raising potential.

One of the main reasons I started working on this project, was because of the fear and 
ignorance I continually heard about and saw on TV, and In real life. I realized that I had 
to do something to make a statement and help in my own way. So I decided to stop my 

work as a graphic artist for at least a one-year period and put this Calendar together.

118-MONTH CALENDAR

Linda Zuchter,
President, Graphicorp Inc. r ’

683 Windermere Rd., #49, London, Ontario, Cda. N5X 3T9/Tel: (519) 858-2890/Fax: (519) 858-4376/Toll Free: 1-800-267-1949

Thank you for the time you are taking for this project. As you read this and look at the 
Calendar, please note that relevant Spanish, French, Dutch, German, and Japanese 
Versions will be available for distribution, before the end of 1994. I have enclosed a 
Media Release and Calendar Highlights (if you wish to cut through the content of this 
letter), along with a Calendar.

Kite I
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We need your supporL.exposure in a big way!

A
683 Windermere Rd., #49, London, Ontario, Oda. N5X 3T9/Tel: (519) 858-2890/Fax: (519) 858-4376/Toll Free: 1-800-267-1949

r<

These Calendars are available now. Your promotion of this Project can only improve its chances to make the 
necessary money for AIDS Prevention, Support, Awareness and Research. If you wish to call to ask anything, don't 
hesitate. Once you are finished with this sheet, please pass it on to other Departments and/or Groups and Friends 
that may be interested in the Calendar as an awareness tool, and a great fundraiser. -30-

The First Calendar of its kind in the World!... 
Comprehensively updated with each reprinting.

Artistic Inclusions: Brazil - Siron Franco; Coral Gables, Florida - Elite Galleries; Cuba - Mario Bencomo; Dallas, Texas - Bob Dennard; 
London, Fng/crnd-TerrenceHigginsTrust; London, Ontario, Canada -Mike Bidner, RuthZuchter,Linda Zuchter; NewYork, N.Y.-Museum 
for African Art, Richard Bernstein, Mike Quon, Norma Bessouet, New York and Buenos Aires, Argentina; Paris, France- AIDES Federation 
Nationale; Port Stanley, Ontario, Canada-Darren Thompson; Seoul, Korea-Myung Eel Han, Dag Jae Lee, Dae Won Jung; Sydney, 
Australia - ACON; Toronto, Ontario, Canada - AIDS Committee of Toronto; Vancouver, B.C. - Joe Average, Ken Ward, Judy Weiser; 
Washington, D.C. - Susan Van Pool, Cameron Duncan (Images for Survival), Charles Helmken.

Media/Corporate and Group Support: California: The BLK Magazine, Los Angeles; San Francisco Bay Times; Screen Actors Guild; 
Telephone Pioneers, Fresno, Frontiers Magazine, Hollywood; Colorado - Cable Columbine, Fort Collins; Chicago - Playboy; Ontario: 
D.C.;TWISTWeekly,Seattle;Sealtle Gay News; Lamba Rising, Washington; London-XeroxCanada Ltd.,CFPL-TV, Baton Broadcasting; 
Kinko's, London Magazine, Free Press, Blackbum Corporation; Bell Canada; Grand Theatre, Robert Holmes Books, Paper Panache, 
Kellogg's (Canada); Toronto-Campus Canada, Pharmacia, Adria Laboratories, Campus Canada, Body&Soul,Globe&Mail, CIBC, 
Baton Broadcasting,Telemedia,TV Guide,GLOBE (Gay and Lesbian Organization of Bell Enterprises), TheToronto Star,CHUM-FM,Coca 
Cola (Canada), XTRA! Magazine (Toronto, Vancouver, Ottawa),Shopper's Drug Mart Canada,Shopper Drug Mart Publications, Much 
Music, City TV, Hollinger Inc, Telephone Pioneers (Canada), Levi Strauss & Co. (Cda.) Ltd., Columbia House; Pentcomm, Etobicoke; 
Leaside High School, East York; Maryland: Lambda Rising, Bethesda; Massachusetts-The Union News, Springfield; Montreal- Primatel; 
Newfoundland-The Evening Telegram; New Jersey -The Star Ledger, Newark; Telex Marketing, Ocean City; NewYork- Oscar Wilde, 
Details Magazine, Today Show,NBC, Interview Magazine; Gay Yellow Pages; North Coro/rna-Omni, Greensborough;NCSSM, Durham; 
Pennsylvania: Prevention Magazine, Emmaus; Out Publishing, Pittsburgh; and so many more.

Copy Contribution: Alberta: Southern Alberta HIV Clinic, Dr. John Gill, Calgary; AIDS Calgary; 
Amsterdam and the Netherlands: Amsterdam National AIDS Association; Australia: ACON, (AIDS 
Committee of Australia), B.C.: The INTERact Alliance: Canadian HIVTrials Network, Vancouver; the 
Vancouver NAMES Project; PARIS - Progressive AIDS Research & Information Society, Vancouver- 
Vancouver Meals Project; the AIDS Society of Kamloops; California: WORLD-Women Organized 
to Respond to Life Threatening Diseases, Oakland; Marian Williamson, Los Angeles; Los Angeles 
Center for Living; San Francisco AIDS Foundation; International Coordinator for the NAMES Project 
- the Quilt; San Mateo AIDS Project; Central Valley AIDS Team, Fresno; SC AIDS Hotline, Los 
Angeles;CAIRLIFT, Leguna Beach; Colorado: Boulder County AIDS Project; Florida; St. Augustine 
AIDS Committee; Georgia: the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta; Germany: The 
INTERact Alliance: European AIDS Treatment Group, c/o Deutsche AIDS Hilfe, Berlin; Illinois; Test 
Positive Aware Network (TPA), Chicago; Chicago AIDS Foundation; Israel: Israeli Committee for 
Fighting AIDS; Manitoba:The Village Clinic, Winnipeg; Mary/and;The INTERact Alliance: U.S. National 
Library of Medicine, Bethesda; Massachusetts: Risky Times Book Project, Boston; AIDS Action 
Committee; AIDS Coalition, Boston; International Society for AIDS Education; Harvard AIDS Institute 
and International Coalition for AIDS Policy, Harvard Institute for International Development, Harvard 
University, Cambridge; Michigan: KARES - Kalamazoo AIDS Resource & Education; New York, N. Y.: 
The INTERact Alliance: American Foundation for AIDS Research; KIDS CARE...Have a Heart; Dr. 
Donna Gaffney, Columbia School of Nursing; GMHC (Gay Men's Health Crisis); Village Home Care; 
God's Love, We Deliver; Marian Williamson's The Manhattan Center for Uving; Broadway Cares/ 
Equity Fight AIDS; Columbia School of Nursing; New Jersey: CHAAT - Calvary Humanitarian AIDS & 
AlertnessTeam, EastOrange; The New Jersey Women & AIDS Network, New Brunswick; East Orange 

General Hospital, East Orange; NewZea/and; New South Wales; New Zealand AIDS Foundation; Ontario: MacDonald Hill Foundation, 
Sarnia; The Women's Sexual Assault & Helpline, New Market; HIV-TGroup BloodTransfused,Toronto; AIDS Community Simcoe County; 
Northern Ughts Alternative, Toronto; Access AIDS of Sudbury; AIDS Committee Durham, Barrie; The Parry Sound Muskoka AIDS 
Committee; Peel HIV/AIDS Network, Brampton; International Society for AIDS Education; CANFAR (Canadian Foundation for AIDS 
Research), Toronto; The Ontario AIDS Network; The Toronto PWA Foundation; the National AIDS Clearing House, Ottawa; the AIDS 
Committee of Toronto; the AIDS Committee of London; Counterpoint Needle Exchange, London; Oregon: Valley AIDS Information 
Network, Cornwallis; Paris, France; AIDES Federation Nationale; South Africa:The Community AIDS Information Centre, Johannesburg; 
UK: International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS, London, England; the Terrence Higgins Trust, London, England; the 
EdinburghNAMESProject,Scotiand; VYash/ngfon,D.C.;NorthwestAIDSFoundation,Seattle;WhttmanWalkerCllnic,andotherlocations; 
and so many more.

18-MONTH CALENDAR
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MEDIA RELEASE

Goal: 3,000,000 Calendars sold to raise (at wholesale prices) $21,000,000

Eighteen months of AIDS Awareness
INC.

TWO Issues: January/94 to June/95 (Issue A) and July/94 to December/95 (Issue B)U/t

Coming in 1994: Issue B in French, Spanish, German, Dutch and Japanese

Summaries of print resources that can enhance AIDS Awareness in your Community or School

Artwork from many international contributors

So everyone wins!

683 Windermere Rd., #49, London, Ontario, Cda. N5X 3T9/Tel: (519) 858-2890/Fax: (519) 858-4376/Toll Free: 1-800-267-1949

fl fl

The latest news on AIDS research activities
Vaccine development and issues on AIDS and human rights

Who to call if you're worried or need help! ■ Worldwide Hotlines & Needle Exchanges 
Access to critical information on Internet

Calendar pricing will guarantee money raised for local AIDS organizations 
and the international AIDS effort

Lists of AIDS Organization throughout the world that provide successful programs in care and support 
for people with AIDS, their families and loved ones

How it Works:
A distributor sells in their own area, and purchases the Calendar for $5.00 @, plus $ 1.00 for shipping, and sells 
the Calendar for somewhere between $6.00 and $ 15.95 (the suggested retail price). If anyone else in the 
Distributor's area calls Graphicorp, they are referred to you, the Distributor. Distributors work with other AIDS 
groups, schools, churches, and other charitable organizations who wish to make money for AIDS and 
themselves. These groups buy the Calendar for between $6.00 and $10.00, and then resell at their own 
functions. If they want to donate back to AIDS, great, or they can choose the organization they wish to 
donate to. If they decide to give the difference to the Heart Foundation, that's fine too. Simply by purchasing 
from you, all three groups, have increased AIDS Awareness, have injected needed revenue, and have 
worked as a network.

52 pages packed with information...
The basics of HIV and AIDS ■ Young People and AIDS ■ Safe Sex How to's 

How do you get AIDS and how do you prevent it?

A Fundraising idea for your AIDS Service Organization... 
Distributors pay $5.00, plus shipping, and sells the Calendar for $ 15.95 

As a distributor, you keep the difference!

If you wish to call to ask anything, don't hesitate to call. Once you are finished with this Media 
Release, please pass it on. -30-

18-MONTH CALENDAR
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The Hospital Research and Educational Trust

NOV 2 3 1993

November 15, 1993

Dear Kristine:

>n in the
^forward to-s

Sincerely,

Mary A.

An affiliate of the American Hospital Association

•u

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, DC 20500

Thank you very much for participating in the National AIDS Update Conference. Your presence 
was an important statement on behalf of the administration and you received a positive 
evaluation from many participants. I hope you will consider participating again next year.

840 North Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Telephone 312.280.6620

Mary A. Pittman, Dr.P.H.
President

As I mentioned at the conference, I hope that we will be able to stay in touch and if there are 
any potential projects that we can work on collaboratively, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
Gina Pugliese at the American Hospital Association is the lead person in all HIV7AIDS-related 
projects, however this will continue to be an on-going area ofjpterest-to-me;—
On a more personal note, I hope we can get together foplunch or dinner in Washin; 
new year, since I am frequently in DC for AHA meetiTi^--Uogk forward to-speaking with you 

later.
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--------- a u------ . a , „It went wonderfuUy weU This

woman is so intelligent, so caring. 
... I was very impressed with her as 
a person. She understood already a 
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Political watchdog has a sharp bite
When Ben Davidian took over as chairman of the Fair Political Practices 4^ 

Commission,, he brought in former criminal prosecutors, flexed Jhe.M ^' ’ '<• 
agency’s modest muscle and targeted money laundering.' f ? j1 —
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HIV via a blood transfusion at birth;' 

“She’s still ■ never been sick,” her1'
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By ANDY JOKELSON
i Staff writer

I

around to her and said, 'And I’m so 
pleased to be here with you, too.’ ”

There was a hug goodbye, and
Melissa came home with a note  
Clinton addressed “to a very brave lot about AIDS" and pedfatri?AIDS

families have,” Milne said. -
Among the things she suggested ’

------------ ------------------- - to Clinton, she recalled, was estab- Walnut Creek Intermediate School,, 
children with the AIDS-causing lishing a hotline for parents to call and her mother says she’s well-ac-.
HIV. They say they seek to promote for help if they have difficulty gain- cePted there' as she, was at Indian'
understanding and concern for chil- j • ‘ * • ■ - ---- —-x—•r.-v-*.
dren who have AIDS or HIV. wfth HIV.

"I understand that Hillary read
some of the faxes about Meli.0?.
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WALNUT CREEK - Eleven­
year-old Melissa Milne, still in good l ; I
health despite having HIV since in­
fancy, is back home from a trip to
the nation’s capital, highlighted by'

, meeting First Lady Hillary Rodham
. Clinton. L

Melissa, nicknamed Missy, and
her mother, Joan Milne, flew to
Washington on Sept. 17 and attend-;
ed a pediatric AIDS conference1
Monday and Tuesday at George­
town University.

They also met U.S. Sen. Dianne'
Feinstein, Reps. George Miller, D-
Martinez, and Bill Baker, R-Dan-
ville, as well as aides to other mem­
bers of Congress and to Surgeon
General Joycelyn Elders, before fly- ;
ing home.

But Melissa’s big moment was
with the first lady, a meeting ar­
ranged because the Milnes were at
the conference,

“She’s very nice. I was just really
pleased to meet her. ... And she
also said that she was going to tell
Chelsea all about me, and (tell)
President Clinton,” said Melissa at
her family’s residence Saturday.

Joan Milne said they met Clinton L™— 
for about 10 minutes Tuesday at the r 
Capitol in a late-aftemoon session
arranged by. Miller’s staff. I

“She sat on the couch with Hilla- Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday, 
ry Clinton,” Milne said. “And she

Very brave mrl with HIV fe 
gets to meet the First Lady J
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any federal funds.” >

Melissa was infected with the3

but has not yet developed AIDS.

mother said. f L-
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GIRL SCOUTS

San Francisco Bay Girl Scout Council August 1992 80 Years of Service

AIDS Awareness in Walnut Creek:
The Butterfly Project

GSUSA, May 1992.
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“According to the ]
United States
Surgeon General's
Office, Acquired
Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) is transmitted through 
sexual contact and the exchange of blood and 
blood products. It is not transmitted through 
casual contact of the sort that occurs during 
Girl Scout activities. ”

On a warm summer evening in June, Melissa Milne, Junior Girl 

Scout Troop #762, stood up before the Walnut Creek City Council 
and said, "I am very lucky to live in a city like Walnut Creek, and 
I wish more cities could be as supportive of children with HIV / 
AIDS as the community of Walnut Creek has been of me."

Melissa Milne, a bubbly, intelligent girl with big blue eyes, has 
HIV. In Walnut Creek and within her Girl Scout troop, she has 
found the understanding and support that she needs to help her 
cope with her illness.

Not so long ago, HIV and AIDS was a source of fear and anger 
in most of the United States. Victims were shunned by their 
families and friends as the medical community vainly tried to 
handle the growing panic. Hysterical rumors about HIV / AIDS ran 
rampant, such as "you can catch it from a toilet seat.”

According to the World Health Organization, AIDS is found 
in 129 countries, and an estimated 5-10 million people now carry 
the HIV virus. Women constitute the fastest-growing group with 
AIDS. The Centers for Disease Control report that as of February 
1, 1990, women accounted for 10,611 of the 115,786 reported 
cases (11%) of AIDS in the United States. Thus far in the media, 
women have primarily been referred to only as "risk factors” or 

"transmitters” of the HIV virus rather than "persons at risk." 
However, among women ages 15 to 24, AIDS is the fourth most 
common cause of death. This illustrates a need for woman- 
focused, nonsexist prevention strategies. For Melissa Milne and 
Troop #762, that need was met by her mother, her Girl Scout 
leaders, and her community.

As news of Melissa's illness circulated, her troop and her troop 
leaders have been shining examples of what Girl Scout leadership 
is all about. Using information to combat panic, and leadership to 
combat hysteria, troop leader Corinne LaLonne, and Joann Milne,

another parent of a girl in Troop 762, serves as Director of Community 
Awareness for PPAC. In June, Melissa stood before the Walnut
Creek City Council and accepted a proclamation from Mayor
Evelyn Munn which proclaimed June 8 through 15 National
Pediatric Aids Awareness Week in Walnut Creek.

As part of the celebration, PPAC organized the "Butterfly
Project" sponsored by the City of Walnut Creek, the Walnut Creek
Mayor’s office, the Contra Costa County Fire Department, the
Walnut Creek School District, and the Walnut Creek Chamber of
Commerce. The Butterfly Project combined fun, education, and 
community service as thousands of paper butterflies (shown

Melissa's mother, have helped the girls and their parents understand above) were distributed through the schools for children to
what HIV / AIDS is about, how it is transmitted, and the physical

consequences of having the virus.
Once the community of Walnut Creek had come to terms with

the knowledge that a local child had contracted HI V, people began
to rally around Melissa and the cause of children with this virus.
Joann Milne serves as Executive Director and co-founder of the
Parents Pediatric AIDS Coalition (PPAC) whose goal is to heighten
public awareness about HIV/AIDS in children. Barbara Kiernan,

decorate as they learned age-appropriate lessons about HIV/AIDS. 
Throughout the city of Walnut Creek, windows in schools, banks, 

the library, post offices, supermarkets, cars, houses and stores were 
decorated with the colorful paper butterflies, each hand-colored by 
a child. "Each butterfly represents a child with HIV or AIDS,"says 
Joann Milne. "We wanted to symbolize that with public 
understanding and support, someday all children with HIV will be 

free as a butterfly of this terrible virus."
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Staff photo/Mary Lommorl-VIgnoles
Melissa Milne, who has HIV, talks to her mother, Joan, before speaking to students at O’Hara Park School In Oakley. See MELISSA, back page
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Girl with HIV 
offers lesson 
about AIDS
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Melissa Milne brings her 
message to Oakley kids 
By Barbara Steuart, p\

OCT 2 9 1992
OAKLEY — O’Hara Park students learned life-and- 

death lessons Wednesday from an unlikely teacher: 
Melissa Milne, a feisty fifth-grader and one of an 
estimated 3,600 Contra Costa County residents infect­
ed with the HIV virus.

At a special assembly, eighth-graders learned how 
to protect themselves from the virus, which carries 
AIDS, and to have compassion for those who are 
infected.

‘‘Melissa is just the same as us,” said Dionne Mer­
cer, 13. ‘‘She taught us not to be afraid" of HIV- 
infected people, chipped in Laura Favaloro, 13.

Dionne and Laura were among a group of students 
who crowded around Melissa after the hour-long as­
sembly to hug her and thank her for coming. 

“I'm just proud of her,” said Dionne. “Not every­
body would do that.”

But Melissa, 10, who contracted the HIV virus 
shortly after birth through a blood transfusion, played 
down her role in educating the public about AIDS. 

“That’s the only way to get off school,” joked 
Melissa, a student at Indian Valley Elementary in 
Walnut Creek.
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a leg brace and has a slight reading disability. But so 
far, she’s not suffering from any AIDS symptoms.

For four long years, the family buried the secret, munity were very supportivtj.
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• Following the assembly, Melissa visited students in

!

years ago. From that moment on, Melissa bugged her 
mother to let her “go public.” . • ,

Finally, about a year and a half ago, Melissa.pre-

of show-and-tell. , ' ’
“You know that disease we’ve been talking about’ I 

have it,” Melissa recalled telling her friends, as 
O'Hara Park eighth-graders listened with rapt atten­
tion. “One boy said, ‘Are you going to die?’ I said no. 

. - ------ ----------. . : : •
Expecting hate letters and slashed tires, Joan Milne 

made reservations to stay at a motel that day.
But to her surprise, the school and the whole com- ;S..

with AIDS is to avoid getting infected. Dale Jenssen, Because they’re uncomfortable talking about sex, 
a Z> . * _ _____j A I . J-- —.a!. ’ _ >  • — —. —- J xl- A I I XO X—a.—

told students. Yvonne Robbins, president of the O’Hara Park Parent-

The HIV virus is transmitted through blood during
unprotected sex, through shared drug needles or —
until a blood screening test was developed in 1985 —-
through blood transfusion. •

since both can

J ,.-.■r.i: .

•' ■ >'■ -

_______ ; He said, ‘Good.’
"Melissa’s family didn?t find out about the HIV infec­
tion until she was 5 years old, Joan Milne told stu­

dents.

1

i

Jenssen urged students to avoid drugs and alcohol, president in Southern California, at an evening AIDS 
lead to irresponsible sexual behavior, prevention meeting at the school.

,r*.<

afraid Melissa would meet the same hatred, lack of 
compassion and ostracism that Ryan White faced.

Joan Milne told Melissa about her HIV infectidn two

mother"to let her "go public.” - . • \

------------------------ , t Finally, about a year and a half ago, Melissa ,pre- 
after his-Indiana classmates refused to go to her Indian Valley classmates with a special sort

school with him. ’ : ■
Like Melissa, White contracted AIDS through a

blood transfusion. He died two years ago of AIDS-
related complications.

Melissa, who suffered a stroke before birth, carries

L 7

Following the assembly, O’Hara Park students

witfi keeping the secret for so long and how it copes 
with the threat of one day losing Melissa to AIDS.

Froti page 1 >
Melissa was spurred to action after watching a' 

video of AIDS victim Ryan White, said her mother, 
Joan Milne, 46. . ■

White won nationwide media attenbon several years 

ago <

Such basic facts help educate young people abouf;? 
TjS prevention, Jenssen said. ■ •
“But to have Melissa there ... makes all the differ- -' 

ence in the world,” she added. • '1.
“The kids from O'Hara will always remember Me-

Milne, adding that she’s hoping researchers will soon „ 
find a way to treat the HIV virus. y __ o —-

Short of finding a treatment, the best way to deal their classrooms, 
with AIDS is to avoid getting infected, Dale Jenssen, Because they’re uncomfortable talking about sex, 
r<x>rriinator of Contra Costa County AIDS education, many parents welcomed the AIDS assembly, said

Teacher-Student’Association, which organized the 
event. 4 •‘ < 

Parents had a chance to meet with Melissa, Joan ;■
Milne and Melody Walz, who has AIDS and is a PTA

♦. y .

■ r- -
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

14.

--------- ------ C--------- — ~ Jfcaia, wuau uegan as an intox 
get-together of parents to share support and information has,

expanding the services we have developed over the past year. 
Office space was recently donated to PPAC in Downtown Walnut Creek,
just across the street from the BART station.

1990 N. California Blvd., Suite 830, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 (510) 933-PPAC

if current trends continue, AIDS will 
-------- 1 children under

PARENTS' PEDIATRIC AIDS COALITION 
P.P.A.C.

Parents Pediatric AIDS Coalition

Over the past two and a half years, what began as an informal 
get-together of parents to share support and information has, of 
necessity, developed into a dedicated group of parents who are 
determined to create the services that their children need. All of 
the parents have found that none of the organizations and agencies 
already in existence offer any type of service for children and 
their families. The types of comments heard most often are, "There 
are not enough children to create a program for", or "We don't have 
enough money to do anything for children because it would take awav 
from the adult programs."

will M Mxvmos2.0'0^ in thiS 00Unt^

become one of the top five killers of American

Parents Pediatric AIDS Coalition is a California non-profit, 
public benefit corporation which is exempt from federal income tax 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. We formally 
incorporated in 1990 as the nonprofit PPAC in order to serve 
children and families in the Bay Area, including Alameda, Contra 
Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Solano 
Counties. We are now beginning the process of formalizing and

xxoueu uexow in wnicn ffac's involvement is 
Our strategy will be to formalize and expand 

‘ using parents to

Through our direct experience and from talking with parents 
around the Bay Area who have children with HIV/AIDS, we have 
identified the areas listed below in which PPAC's involvement i~ 
cntically needed. r
upon many of the services that we already provide, pa£ 
recruit, train, and coordinate a core group of volunteers.

1. Public education. The Coalition will act as a clearing house 
for educating the public about children with HIV/AIDS, in order to 
counteract commonplace discrimination and social isolation. 
Specific strategies include:



♦

D.C.
plan to expand our role

(e) Help other parents of children with HIV\AIDS deal with 
their school districts, using our experience as a model. 
Working with other schools to set up educational programs 
to ease the way for other children who are afraid of 
osterization, and to teach the other children and their 
parents not to be afraid.

(c) Compile a press kit to provide journalists and other media 
representatives with accurate, timely, and comprehensive 
information on pediatric AIDS and its impact on fami 1j ph 
in the Bay Area.

(b) Produce at least three professional-quality videos and 
companion books, targeted toward the general public and 
toward special sub-groups such as schoolchildren. We 
have already participated in the production of one video 
through a contract with Media Express, a local company 
owned by Ruby Peterson (formerly "Ms. Nance" of Romper 
Room. ) PPAC will also act as fiscal agent in the 
distribution of these videos.

2. A timely and reliable forum through which to share information. 
Parents need a way to share information on how to get what they 
need from government agencies, insurance companies and hospitals, 
and to offer each other emotional support. The Coalition will 
publish a monthly newsletter; coordinate bi-weekly peer counseling 
sessions; hold bi-weekly support group meetings for siblings, 
parents and families; and offer a minimum of one workshop each 
quarter on topics such as cutting through government red tape and 
working with insurance companies.

(a) Write and publicize a resource manual to alert parents, 
doctors, and social workers to PPAC and other resources 
in the Bay Area.

(d) Speak to organizations about issues surrounding pediatric 
HIV\AIDS. This would include schools, PTA's, and 
community organizations. We have already done some 
speaking to groups such as the Association of Operating 
Room Nurses, Kaiser Hospital, Professional Association 
for Childhood Educators, and various clubs and churches. 
We have also spoken to 4 sixth grade classes in 
Walnut Creek Intermediate, and have been asked back to 
talk to some additional school classes.

3. Administrative and legislative advocacy. PPAC representatives 
met with the Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services of the City 
of San Francisco and top school officials. This meeting resulted 
in health protection measures that ensure the ability of children 
with HIV/AIDS to attend classes. In addition, we recently 
testified before the Health and Human Services Committee of the 
U.S. Congress. PPAC representatives have also talked before the 
Select Committee on Families and Children in Washington, D.C. We 
plan to expand our role as a liaison with government agencies,



»

4. Coordination of trained attendants to accompany children to 
doctors' appointments and provide occasional respite care. 
Children with HIV\AIDS often require frequent trips to the hospital 
■f* otto V-» ■» r’l rr -_ __________ ~

us to educate the community, outfit an office, and to prepare a 
directory of services for children with HIV/AIDS in the Bay Area.

Funding towards any or all of these objectives would be of the 
greatest value to the Parents' Pediatric AIDS Coalition in allowing

schools, and other institutions, providing legislative and 
administrative advocacy at the local, state and national levels. 
PPAC has already presented before the State Board of Education's 
HIV Advisory Board, and is on their list of speakers for school 
districts around the state.

for everything from routine check-ups to four-hour hemoglobin 
transfusions. This often disrupts parents' work schedules and may 
endanger their jobs. In addition, having a child with a long-term, 
serious illness is understandably stressful for other family 
members. Even the most loving parent needs an occasional respite 
from constant worrying and the around-the-clock care that children 
with HIV/AIDS require, and siblings need a chance to express their 
fears and frustrations. Place on top of this the stress placed on 
the families by the need to remain confidential. The Coalition 
will explore existing respite programs and recruit, train and 
coordinate volunteers during the next year to transport children to 
hospital appointments, provide respite childcare so that parents 
can spend time with their other children and regain their 
perspective, and facilitate parents, sibling and support groups.

5. Coordination of services offered by the approximately 40 
existing service providers in the Bay Area. The major nonprofits 
in the area that serve AIDS victims have chosen to focus on adults, 
and the few programs that do try to help children with AIDS are 
often ill-equipped to meet the special needs of these children and 
their families. The role of PPAC will be to coordinate existing 
services and provide the necessary education, training and outreach 
to expand the pool and quality of services available. PPAC has 
already organized and facilitated two area-wide meetings among the 
40 organizations.

Contributions to PPAC are deductible as charitable 
contributions within the meaning of Section 170 of the Internal 
Revenue Code.



January 3, 1991

We did not

it would be safe.

January 7, 1991

January 11, 1991

by
Joan Milne, mother of Melissa

STEPS TO DISCLOSURE OF AN HIV CHILD

WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA

told them about Melissa's HIV status, 
that of shock, concern, and confusion.

In June of 1991, i
annouced to her class that she was HIV positive.

a 9 year old 3rd grader, Melissa Milne,
t-------> The following is

an outline of the steps that we took to get to that moment.

^requested a meeting the Melissa's principal and teacher, and
The initial reactions were
The shock and concern were 

centered around their concern for her health, and the confustion 
centered around not knowing what to do next. The Superintendent of 
Schools was notified, and a panel was scheduled for later in the 
week.

Melissa had a transfusion when she was 7 days old. 
know of her HIV status until she was 5 years old. Melissa was told 
today about her condition by myself and her Doctor. She was told 
that she needed to keep this a secret because there would be people 
who would be very mean and cruel to her, not because of her, but 
because they were afraid of the virus. We talked about if we could 
teach them not to be afraid, then they wouldn't be mean and cruel. 
She agreed not to tell any of her friends until we determined that

The panel met at Melissa's school to determine if she would be 
allowed to remain in school. The panel consisted of the Director 
of Public Health for Contra Costa County, the Director of 
Communicable Diseases for Contra Costa County, the superintendent 
of the Walnut Creek School District, the principal and teacher from 
Melissa's school, the school nurse, and myself. The panel 
determined that there was no problem with Melissa remaining in 
school. The decision was also made to have another inservice for 
the teachers and staff in the school district regarding HIV/AIDS. 
It was also agreed upon that AIDS education would begin that spring 
in every class, from Kindegarten on up, as part of the Healthy'Kids 
program.



February, 1991

March, 1991

May, 1991

June 3, 1991

June 4, 1991

June 7, 1991

The teachers and staff of the Walnut Creek School District had 
a training on HIV/AIDS. At this time, they were told that there 
was a child in the district with HIV, but they were not told which 
child or which school. There was some initial concern over some of 
the teachers feeling that they should know who the child was. By 
the end of the meeting, the atmosphere was one of support and 
determination to help the child, whoever it was.

Melissa wore her best dress to school, stood up in front of 
her class, and told them that she had what they had all just been 
learning about, HIV. She then had a question and answer period 
where the children asked a lot of well thought out questions. When 
it was over, every child in the classroom came up and gave Melissa 
a hug. We then left for the airport because we were heading from 
Washington D.C. to participate in the first annual Pediatric 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Week.

A meeting was held for parents to review the materials that 
would be used in conjunction with AIDS education in the classroom. 
The parents did not know at this time that there was already a 
child in the district.

I picked a reporter from our local newspaper, who came highly 
recommended as someone who would be sensitive to the issue of 
Pediatric AIDS. I told him what was going to be happening this 
week and asked if he would be interested in doing the story. After 
agreeing, I told the reporter that the article must appear in 
Sunday's paper, and must be on the front page. The article would 
include not just the story about Melissa telling her class, but 
also about all the other children and families out there who were 
afraid to let anyone know because of the fear of osterization.

The teachers and staff had another meeting, at which point 
they were told that it was Melissa that had the virus, and that 
Melissa was going to tell her class that Friday. They were 
instructed not to say anything to anyone until after Melissa made 
her annoucment.

AIDS education was started in all classes. Part of this 
education included learning compassion for people with the virus.
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June 10, 1991

their child could

June 11, 1991

September 4, 1991

not sent the slips back to the school, 
rushed to the school with the slips,

Melissa was just one of the students 
. No pickets. No withdrawl from 
---------- Every parent of an HIV

The parent meeting went extremely well,
supporting Melissa's right to remain in school.
concerns and questions, which were answered by the panel, 
r;-’’ ■ ’ ' " ' ‘ - - - ■ ■ ___ _
Director of Contagious Disease from Contra Costa County, and the

The first day of school. I " ‘ 
returning after summer vacation. I‘ 
school. No withdrawl from her classroom, 
child's dream come true.

Enclosed in the evelope with the letter was a permission slip 
for the parents to sign to enable their children to participate in 
a discussion on Monday morning, focusing on Melissa and HIV.

The letter also advised the parents that there would be an 
informational meeting' at the school the following Tuesday evening 

for any parents that had questions.

A letter was sent home with every child in the school, telling 
the parents what had happened that day, how brave Melissa wa, and 
how there would be no problems with her returning to school in the 
Fall. These letters were all in sealed envelopes so the children 
would not read them in advance. In order to ensure that these 
letters would get to the parents that night, and not remain in the 
backpacks over the weekend, each child was asked to write their 
parents name on the envelope, and to put in bold letters,

About 25 children had not returned their permission slips, and 
had to stay in the library for the morning. The school secretary 
was on the phone to these parents, asking if they had intentionally 
not sent the slips back to the school. Everyone of those parents 
rushed to the school with the slips, so that 
participate in the classroom discussions.

with the parents 
They did have some 

. The 
panel consisted of Melissa's Doctor from Children's Hospital, the

principal of Melissa's school.
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□Inside
Contra Costa
school districts
have written
policies to
protect the rights 
of HIV infected
students and 
others 11A

;u>, had prepared rhe class through an 
HIV anil AIDS awareness curriculum 
and disnrssions

“It went tretter Ilian we anticipated." 
said loan Milne. “After it was over, ev­
ery kid came up and gave her a hug. A 
couple even gave her a kiss."

Each of the about 3ti() students at 
Melissa's school look home a letter to 
their par ents Hom I’r incipal Paul 
Sheckler. explaining that Melissa 
“wants her friends anil the community 
of Indian Valley School to know she has 
an immtme deficiencv lommonly known 
as HIV '
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By Gary Rivlin and Jamie S. Cackler 
start wrlteis

WAi i.'. .1 i Kt I h WVahrui Cr.eek 
schoolgirl inlecled with HIV shared that 
secret Friday with her 11 classmates in 
what public health offic ials said WUs the 
first such disclosure in Contra Costa 
County.

Melissa Milne, 9, infected with tire vi­
rus after receiving a blood transfusion at 
birth, stood before her third grade class­
mates at Indian Valley Elementary 
School shortly before the final bell and 
made the announcement she's re­

hearsed for months. 
"Missy held up 

beautifully. She 
didn’t even cry,” 
said .loan Milne, 
who stood by as her 
daughter made the 
announcement 

School officials, 
who had known 
about Melissais con­
dition since 4.lanu-'.
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School districts adopt policies
on students with HIV, AIDS

Melissa

ers.

see

If there is an outcry, or if anvone tries to have 
Melissa removed from the school, the district will 
protect her right to stay. Meinecke said.

Parents will have the option to transfer their chil­
dren to another school, as long as there is room. 
Meinecke said. The district has a liberal open-enroll­
ment policy “and people have transferred their chil­
dren for lesser concerns than that." he said

Sheckler. Milne and county puolic health officials 
met in January, when Milne told school officials Me­
lissa has HIV (human immunodeficiency virus), 
which can lead to AIDS. Sheckler said it was deter­
mined that Melissa poses no public health threat.

‘Kids have a right to attend school if. like Melis­
sa, they're not a danger to the public health.' said 
Francie Wise, who oversees the Contra Costa Countv 
public health department’s communicable disease di­
vision. "The only reason for someone not to be in 
school is if there are special education needs or their 
doctor or parent elects not to send them."

Milne said she is confident most parents wiil 
agree that Melissa belongs in school as tong as she 
stays healthy.

•I’ve lived with Missy for fl’/i years. It was five 
years before we even knew about the varus. Milne 
said. “If we don t have the virus with that close ram-

ay Jamie S. Cackler 
Stat* writer

Most Contra Costa school dis- 
’ncts have policies in place and 
ire ready to react if facea with a 
-tuoent wno nas an HIV infection 
>r .AIDS, officials say.

in 1986. the county Office of

The Pittsburg district would be 
prepared to follow its written poli­
cies leaving the question of stu­
dent safety and appropriate 
school setting in the hands of a 
medical review panel. Bincii said.

Not all school districts have 
such policies in place.

The Mt. Diablo district. Contra 
Costa s largest, elected not to join 
the county workshop and write

Education and health authori­
ties say there could be manv stu­
dents with HIV (human immuno­
deficiency virus) infection or 
AIDS attenoing public scnoois 
right now without anvone know­
ing it.

A student's condition needn t 
be reported.

But if the student or famiiv re­
veals ft to the school, the school 
district has the secunty of being 
able to turn to county agencies for 
guidance.

Procedures are decnbed in 
two- and three-page policies 
adopted by some school districts. 
They include:

■ Once the student s condition 
is known, the school district calls 
the county health department to 
convene a medical review com­
mittee. Generally, such a commit­
tee includes public health physi­
cians. the child’s own physician, 
the child and his or her parents, a 
teacher and the principal.
■ The medical review commit­

tee will recommend having the 
student stay in class unless there 
are certain problems. For in­
stance. if the HIV-infected student 
has behavior problems that in­
clude biting or scratching other 
students or their teachers, the 
panel can recommend the student 
be sent home.

such a policy, said associate su­
perintendent Paul Allen.

Mt. Diablo officials believe 
state laws, state education policies 
and coun rulings adequately spell 
out the rights of students and re­
sponsibilities of the district, he 
said.

However, the Mt. Diablo 
school board plans to examine a 
sample policy produced by the 
California School Boards Associa­
tion. officials said.

The CSBA recommendations 
spell out recent developments in 
case law. including one in the 
Saddleback school district in 
Southern California, that defined 
AIDS as a handicapping condi­
tion. That ruling said students 
with AIDS are entitled to the 
same protection as students with 
other disabilities and cannot legal­
ly be excluded from regular class 
activities without evidence 'hey 
pose a risk to others.

PAO.M PAGE 1A

Our policy is not to exclude a student with HIV 
or .AIDS, unless the individual child has special con­
cerns which would endanger the safetv of other chil­
dren." said Walnut Creek Superintendent Kenneth 
Meinecke.

The Walnut Creek district policy, like the policies 
of other Contra Costa school districts, states that a 
panel of medical and school authorities decides if a 
student is too ill to oe at school or is a danger to oth-

Memecke said he expects most parents won t see 
Melissa as a threat and will be understanding about 
her circumstances.

"So far everyone is reacting calmlv," Sheckler 
said.

He said he spent much of Friday afternoon speak­
ing with parents, whose concerns were more medical 
than emotional.

"Peooie are concerned that the medical advice is 
accurate, that they can really believe ail thev are 
'old. Others are concerned about Missv." he said.

Public health officials will meet with concerned 
-nvr mool- sHdCi-'or

education and the health depart­
ment helped most Contra Costa 
school districts create unifSrfh 
policies and procedures aimed at 
protecting the rights of students 
with .AIDS or who are HlV-posi- 
tive. and ensuring the safety of 
their teachers and classmates.

Althougn the policies differ 
slightly from district to district, all 
specify that a student like Walnut 
Creek district's Melissa Milne. 9. 
has a right to be in school unless 
there are special circumstances.

"From a public health point of 
new. students have certain legal 
ngnts under the Constitution and 
state law to attend public schools 
unless their attendance consti­
tutes a danger." said James Mar­
tin. superintendent of the La- 
raverte School District.

Charles Birtcil, acting superin­
tendent of Pittsburg Unified 
School District, said he is sure 
district officials would be readv if 
faced with a student with AIDS 
stepping forward publicly. "Un­
qualified yes." he said.



School districts adopt policies
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If there is an outcry, or if anyone tries to have 
Melissa removed from the school, the district wiil 
protect her right to stay, Meinecke said.

Parents will have the option to transfer their chil­
dren to another school, as long as there is room. 
Meinecke said. The district has a liberal open-enroll­
ment policy “and people have transferred their chil­
dren for lesser concerns than that,” he said

Sheckler, Milne and county puolic health officials 
met in January, when Milne told school officials Me­
lissa has HIV (human immunodeficiency virus), 
which can lead to AIDS. Sheckler said it was deter­
mined that Melissa poses no public health threat.

“Kids have a right to attend school if. like Melis­
sa. they’re not a danger to the public health.” said 
Francie Wise, who oversees the Contra Costa Countv 
public health department's communicable disease di­
vision. “The only reason for someone not to be in 
school is if there are special education needs or their 
doctor or parent elects not to send them."

Milne said she is confident most parents will 
agree that Melissa belongs in school as long as she 
stays healthy.

“I’ve lived with Missy for 9'/2 years. It was five 
years before we even knew about the virus. Milne 
said. “If we don’t have rhe virus with that close fam-

such a policy, said associate 
penntendent Paul Allen.

Mt. Diablo officials believe 
state laws, state education policies 
and court rulings adequately spell 
out the rights of students and re­
sponsibilities of the district, he 
said.

However, the Mt. Diablo 
school board plans to examine a 
sample policy produced by the 
California School Boards Associa­
tion. officials said.

The CSBA recommendations 
spell out recent developments in 
case law, including one in the 
Saddleback school district in 
Southern California, that defined 
AIDS as a handicapping condi­
tion. That ruling said students 
with AIDS are entitled to the 
same protection as students with 
other disabilities and cannot legal­
ly be excluded from regular class 
activities without evidence they 
pose a risk to others.

The Pittsburg district would be 
prepared to follow its written poli­
cies leaving the question of stu­
dent safety and appropriate 
school setting in the hands of a 
medical review panel. Birtcil said.

Not all school districts have 
such policies in place.

The Mt. Diablo district. Contra 
Costa s largest, elected not to join 
the county workshop and write 
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Education and health authori­
ties say there could be many stu­
dents with HIV (human immuno­
deficiency virus) infection or 
AIDS attending public schools 
right now without anvone know­
ing it.

A student s condition needn t 
be reported.

Butjf the student or family re­
veals it to tlje school, the school 
district has the security of being 
able to turn to county agencies for 
guidance. 1

Procedures are decribed in 
two- and three-page policies 
adopted by some school districts. 
They include:
■ Once the student’s condition 

is known, the school district calls 
the county health department to 
convene a medical review com­
mittee. Generally, such a commit­
tee includes public health physi­
cians. the child’s own physician, 
the child and his or her parents, a 
teacher and the pnncipai.
■ The medical review commit­

tee will recommend having the 
student stay in class unless there 
are certain problems. For in­
stance. if the HIV-infected student 
has behavior problems that in­
clude biting or scratching other 
students or their teachers, the 
panel can recommend the student 
be sent home.

3y Jamie S. Cackler 
Start writer

'•lost Contra Costa school dis- 
’ncts have policies in place and 
ire ready to react if facea with a 
student who has an HIV infection 
or AIDS, officials say.

in 1986. the countv Office of 
education and the health depart­
ment helped most Contra Costa 
school districts create uniform 
policies and procedures aimed at 
protecting the rights of students 
with .AIDS or who are HlV-posi- 
tive. and ensuring the safetv of 
their teachers and classmates^

Although the policies differ 
slightly from district to district, all 
specify that a student like Walnut 
Creek district's Melissa Milne. 9. 
has a right to be in school unless 
there are special circumstances.

From a public health point of 
■•new students have certain legal 
ngnts under the Consntution and 
state law to anend public schools 
unless their attendance consti­
tutes a danger.” said James Mar­
tin. superintendent of the La- 
tayette School District.

Charles Birtcil. acting suoenn- 
tendent of Pittsburg Unified 
School District, said he is sure 
district officials would be ready if 
facea with a student with .AIDS 
stepping forward publiciv. “Un­
qualified yes.” he said.

FAOM PAGE 1A

"Our policy is not to exclude a student with HIV 
or .AIDS, unless the individual child has special con­
cerns which would endanger the safety of other chil­
dren. said Walnut Creek Supenntendent Kenneth 
Meinecke.

The Walnut Creek distnct policy, like the policies 
ot other Contra Costa school districts, states that a 
panel of medical and school authonties decides if a 
student is too ill to be at school or is a danger to oth-

Memecke said he expects most parents won t see 
Melissa as a threat and will be understanding about 
her circumstances.

So far everyone is reacting calmlv," Sheckler 
said. ’ . .

He said he spent much of Friday afternoon speak­
ing with parents, whose concerns were more medical 
than emotional.

"People are concerned that the medical advice is 
accurate, that they can really believe all they are 
roid. Others are concerned about Missv.” he said.

Public health officials will meet with concerned
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Ji) i iidiiy, 9-ycar uki Melissa Milne lokl liei clasMiiales she <.lines

a virus that causes AIDS, a tragic secret liekl tor years by...

MELISSA MILNE 
and her mother. Jo.in 
pictured in Iheir 
Walnut Creek home, 
flew to Washinijton. 
D C., on Saturday to 
participate in the First 
National Children with 
HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day

r

Bls

f Gary Rivlin 
iff writer

ine-year old Melissa Milne and her 
family have taken carefully planned 
but uncertain steps out of the dark-

ss brought on by her HIV infection, hop- 
’ to bring light to a medical condition as- 
ciated with fear, confusion and death
Ihe energetic third grader witli long' 

>nd hair and clear blue eyes wore her fa- 
rite dress when she announced to her 
issmates at Indian Valley Elementary on 
iday that she has the infection than can 
use deadly, incurable AIDS.
Melissa and her mother, .loan, decided 

e could miss a few days of the last week 
school and flew Saturday to Washington, 
C., where they will participate Tuesday in 
■ First National Children with HIV/AIDS 
rareness Day al the Capitol Mall.
Only one other Bay Area family has been 
public with similar news: the O'Rourkes 
San Francisco, whose son Brendan was 
gged by the pope during his visit to Mis- 
n Dolores in 1987
Micheale Ol eary, director of Children's 
spital Oakland's pediatric AIDS unit, said 
! hopes the Milnes' action "creates a fo­
il for people to get their fears and ques- 
ns about the disease addressed.”
O'Leary said she can count on one hand 

• number of families with HIV-infected 
ildren who have shared the discomforting 
.vs beyond close friends and relatives, 
,*n though Children’s has seen more than 
I children with the vims and knows of 3(1 
V positive children in Contra Costa
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Melissa
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.AIDS. No one can say how many

A reponed 277 California chil-1 
dren 13 or younger have contracted i 

To ease Melissa s task, Milne 
convinced Indian Valley officials to 
establish an HIV and AIDS aware­
ness curriculum for elementary 
school students. Only those whose 
parents gave permission attended.

“We’re talking about the virus at 
school, so I don t have to worry,” 
Melissa said before her announce­
ment.

Two weeks ago, Melissa’s teach­
er, who has known of Melissa’s ill­
ness for months, asked her. class 
what they would do if they had a 
friend who was HIV-positive.

“Everyone said they’d be kind. 
So that made me feel good,” Melis­
sa said.

School officials also initiated an 
HIV-AIDS training course, taught 
by county health officials, for teach­
ers and staff in the district. “They 
were told there was a HIV-positive 
child in the district, but they were 
not told which one." Milne said.

They were told Tuesday Melissa 
was that child. Milne said she was 
encouraged by their positive reac­
tion.

Milne also sat in on Melissa s 
class when she made her announce­
ment Friday. “It went great.” Milne 
said.

“After it was over, every kid 
came up and gave her a hug. A cou­
ple even gave her a kiss.” she said.

The class also sang a song thev 
learned while discussing AIDS, sub­
stituting in Melissa's name, Joan 
Milne said.

It was a warm and encouraging 
reaction to a secret the Milnes had 
painfully and fearfully kept for so 
long.

At first. Milne and her husband 
(now divorced) told only her mother 
and a close friend. Milne even 
feared telling her minister.

“We’ve heard of families whose 
grandparents refused to see the 
children when they found out the 
child was HIV-positive. We didn t 
even tell our church because we had 
two families in our (hospital sup­
port) group whose churches asked 
them to leave." Milne said.

Milne wrote to Ann Landers, in 
1987, one year after learning Melis­
sa had the AIDS virus: “Tell them 
that I am their mother, their daugh­
ter. their sister, their friend, the 
mother of their child’s friend. And I 
am suffering alone because of the

children have tested positive for 
HIV because parents generally fear 
the consequences of coming for­
ward. said France Wise, who over­
sees the county Public Health De­
partment s communicable disease 
division.

"If a child had leukemia or can­
cer. they would get support from 
their community. We get none of 
that. It's a socially unacceptable dis­
ease. Joan Milne said about the 
families of HIV-infected children.

The families dealing with this 
are m a crisis, yet at the same time 
we re being shunned.” Milne told 
the Times in an interview last week.

"We call ourselves. 'The families 
in the shadows.’ ” Milne said.

Despite the family’s agreement 
to go public with Melissa s illness, 
she is painfully aware of the fire­
bombing of the Ray family home in 
Florida after it was revealed three of 
their children earned the HIV infec­
tion. and fervent campaigns to ban 
the Rays. Ryan White and others 
trom schools around the country.

Milne said she tried to wam Me­
lissa.

“I told her that when some peo­
ple found out they wouldn’t be very 
nice because of it. I tried to explain 
to her that it’s not because of her. 
but because they're afraid of the vi­
rus." said Milne.

"Everyone was so mean to Ryan 
White because people were afraid of 
the rims. People said, ‘Eeewww. he 
has HIV.'" Melissa said before her 
announcement.

Milne got the news one day after i 
Missy's fifth birthday that her | 
daughter had the HIV infection. Me­
lissa s doctor had ordered the HFV 
test after learning tainted blood 
might have been used in a transfu­
sion she received shortly after binh 
because of a blood disorder. Since 
then. Melissa s mother and gradual­
ly the whole family has agonized 
about possible consequences of tell­
ing the girl's schoolmates.

For months. Melissa nagged her 
mother for permission to tell school­
mates ma since January she has 
usea her mother and brother to re­
hearse her announcement.



ign,?rance about this terrible disease

. 
Milne began telling her extended 

r�ly and close friends about Me­
lissa in 1989. "We couldn't hold it in 
anymore. We felt we needed to tell 
the rest of the family what we were 
going throue:h. .. • 
.. "We began with family and 
:nends on the East Coast. The East 
was safer. They were far away "
Milne said. ' 

Melissa's brother, Michael. now 
15, found out when he was 13. Re­
luctant 10 burden him with news of 
her sister's illness. Milne feared Mi­
chael had inadvenently heard an in­
discreet message left on the Milne 
answering machine. 

When Joan Milne told Michael 
he 

.:
ried for a ��-hour that mght. ·
He was nding his skateboard 

W'lth friends in San Francisco that 
day. The first thing he said after we 
!a1ked about it was someone was
;>assmg out religious literacure and
:-ie turned it down. And he said.
· \-iaybe if I took that she'd be OK.'

"Then I cried." Milne saic;l,.
Michael said at first he treated

'.'.telissa differently, as if she were
suddenly more fragtle and forbid­
ding. "Then I realized I have to treat
her real normal like a little sister."

Melissa. Michael and their moth•
er discussed going public about Me•
:issa·s infection. "I told Michael that
w_e woul�'t do anything without
h1m agreemg ," Milne said.

"There a� people who are going
to think Michael has the virus.
whether he does or noc.'' she said.
�i_lne and Michael are tested peri­
odica_Uy. �either has tested positive.

Michael said last week that the
few friends he's told have been
sympat�eti_c. "The first thing all of
them said ts 'why didn't you tell me
before' ... They seemed. like. mad
that I didn't rrust them.'' Michael
said.

All three agreed people would 

f 
find out anyway, and decided it was 
best if they could control the timing,
rather than wait for Melissa to come 

1 down with an opportunistic infec• 
j tion. Milne said. "It would have: 

been very difficult to deal with it: l then.·• ·· 
She said she understands peo­

ple's fears, and has felt some of
them herself. She tells. of a trip last 
summer to Lake Tahoe with one of 
Melissa's playmates from Chil­
dren's. 

"Missy's friend 
.
. ha�ded me a 

chocolate. chip cookie and mv first 
thought was, 'I can't eat this. ·1 mav 
get AIDS.· Then I said to myself. 
'What am I talking about. that's stu• 

' pid.'" 

) 

Milne said she's lived with Missv 
for 91h years. "It was five years be­
fore we even knew about the virus.
I've contacted every conceivable 
body fluid that could come our oi 
that child - eyes. ears. nose. throar. 
diarrhea. throwing up. I've patched 
bloody knees for years before I even 
knew she had the virus.'' 

As far as attending school. health 
officials agree it's Melissa who is 
most at risk. 

"It's in fact life-threatening for 
her to go to school. There's the risk 
of her catching vi.ruses from other 
children in school.·• Milne said. 

But Milne wants Melissa to live 
as normally as possible. and has no 
illusion a cure is on the horizon. In­
stead. the family hopes AIDS re­
searchers will develop maintenance 
programs such as those for diabet• 
ics and hemophiliacs. 

"We have 10 live under the as­
sumprion she's going to be all right. 
If we went under the assumpnon 
she'll probably die next week. we 
couldn't go on:•·
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Fridav, June 7, 1991 

Dear Parents and Students: 

A courageous third graoer, Melissa Milne, has decided she wants her fr1e, 
and the cammun1tv of Inaian Valley School to know that she nas an immune 
aefic1ency commonly known as human immunodeficiency virus CHIV>, a wnite 
cell deficiency that could lead to AIDS. Following a class stuay of 
HIV/AIDS directed by her special education teacher, Sandy Harvey, Melisse 
revealed her complication to her class today with me and her equally 
courageous mother, Joan Milne, present. 

Melissa acquired HIV through a tainted blood transfuiion shortly after 
birth prior to national safeguards. She has been a resident of our 
commun1ty all of her ten years, attending Indian Valley School for the pa 
three years. She is one of our own. Through great difficulties Melissa 
has sustained a wonaerful sense of humor, a caring attitude for others ar 
a warm, winning persanality. 

The school district has adopted ano is phasing in materials and methoos : 
eaucate staff ano stuoents through a Growing Healthy curriculum whicn 
includes an awareness and education about sensible health care. The age­
aooroor1ate c�rr:culum is seauential beginning in kindergarten ano builo: 
1n como!e��=� Jnt:l t�e etgnth grace. witn the study of HIV/Aios being �a 

0 f l t. 

Ne v t Tuesaav. :une li. �111 be the First Jational Ch1loren �1cn H[V/A[D� 
.:. .... areness ;Jav - :7;i. ::rove ::hi :.oren. :eens and the1,- fam1 i 1es f,-om .;c:-::
::--.2 nat:an .-.::: .:1s:e�c�e dt the Cao1t:oi i"1all i11 washington. �-=· to :-,;•== 
the level of c�rsc:ousness about cn1ldren ano vouth with H[V/A[05. in �� 
c�owo �L:: ce �el :ssa a�= ner motner Joan, wno wili be one c� che soe�Ker 

at cne rall y . 

Walnut CreeK Sc�ool District has a policv on H[V/AIDS in line w1th :�ntra 
Costa County regulations that aodresses the risk to other children wit� � 
infect1ons. The polic� follows the guidelines developed by the County 
Director of He��tn .... n,,:-r, 9c:so�+:iall., st2o;9s �hat .a st�:d��� .,�t� �!'.' �::;: 5

not put others at risk at� ;cnool �1te. Adults must let the children kn� 
tnat H[V 1s not soreao through casual contact, and they are not in any 
aanger of being infec:eo at Indian Valley. 

Everyone should scene some time learning about HIV/AIDS. For starters, 
Indian Valiey parents are invited to an informational meetings about 

HIV/AIDS on Tuescav, June 11, 7:30 P.M. in our multi-gurgose room. To 

soeak ano answer auest1ons w 1ll be district, county and meoical personne�

besides myself, who have an 1 n�erest in suoporting Melissa curing a 

aif�icult c:me ano 1ncreas1ng awareness about this dreaoful infection. We

hooe you can attend. 

Si_9qrely, 

l��l5/4c✓tt� 
;au l Jheck l er, Principal 
& Director of Special �ducation 

PS/ff 



Jear Inaian Valley ?arents: 

Your children may have some concerns about HIV/AIDS. -aecause of this, teachers 

will be providing age-appropriate information on Monday. We will try to eli.J:iinate 

misconceptions and �eedless fears, and co reinforce and encourage healthful student 

:>ehaviors. 

?lease indicate below �hether you want your child to be included in the HIV/AIDS 

ciiscussion and RETURN TIUS FORM TO YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER ON MONDAY, JUNE 10.

You .nay have some concerns about 'HIV/ AIDS yourself. If so, please attend the iDee !:::.::

planned for adults at 7:JQ p.m., Tuesday, June 11. 

Sincerelv, 

;fzCL( f/4 ✓� 
Paul�heckler 
Principal, Indian Vallev School 

::NOIAN '/ALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

�y child :nay �articipate in the ?lanned HIV/AIDS DISCUSSION. 

Please exc�se �y child from the HIV/AIDS discussion and orovice 1n 

alternate act�vity. 

Child's name Grade 
• 

?arenc/guardian signature 

.June i, 1991 
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prompts parents
to pull two kids i
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By Jamie S. Cackier 
Start wnter

WALNUT CREEK — Two fam­
ilies pulled their children out of the 
Indian Valley School on Monday 
following a third-grader’s public dis­
closure Friday that she has been in­
fected since infancy with the HIV vi­
rus, which can cause AIDS.

Indian Valley Principal Paul 
Sheckier said aside from those fam­
ilies. most parents and staff have re­
acted calmly and supportiveiy to the 
announcement by Melissa Milne. 9. 
the first of its kind in Contra Costa 
County.

‘‘Our parents seem to be doing 
really well.’’ ShecKler said.

"Personally. I’ve received oniv 
about seven calls since Friday. The 
overwhelming attitude is wanting 
more information about the medical 
aspects." he said.

He said the families which with- 
• drew children were willing to attend 

a private meeting for all parents and 
guardians at the school tonight.

Sheckier said Monday that the 
meeting will be closed to the press 
and public.

"This meenng is for our parents 
to have an opportunity to ask public 
health officers and other medical 
experts the questions they have on 
their minds." Sheckier said.

Meanwhile, the blond-haired girl 
was not at school Monday.

Melissa and her mother. Joan

Milne, left Saturday for Washing­
ton, D.C., where they planned, to 
participate this morning in the first 
Children with HTV/AIDS Awareness 
Day at the Capitol Mall.

Joan Milne said she found oat 
about Melissa's infection a day after 
her fifth birthday. Melissa’s doctor 
ordered the HIV test after learning 
that tainted blood might have been 
used in a transfusion she received 
as a newborn. y

The family decided to go public 
at Melissa’s insistence, because the 
child said she couldn’t bear the 
pressure of keeping something so 
important secret, the family said in 
interviews with the Times last week.

District and school leaders pre­
pared staff for the announcement 
during the last few months with 
HIV-A1DS education for students 
and staff.

Sheckier said he spent most of 
Monday with print and broadcast 
reporters. He said he didn't resent 
the scene because he believes Me­
lissa’s disclosure gives residents a 
chance to learn more about HIV and 
AIDS.

In a letter sent to parents and in 
other public statements, school offi­
cials have said they will protect Me­
lissa’s right to keep attending regu­
lar classes on authonty of a county 
medical review panel, which de­
clared that she poses no medical 
risk to others.
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WALNUT CREEK third grader Melissa Milne and her mother, Joan, at the Capitol Mall

HIV vims bv a blootl transfusion
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day Ihiw she was infected with the
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she tetfivi d as a newborn So far.

I

She told reporters tn Washing­
ton that she enjoyed a tour of the 
White House and a show at the 
HIV and AIDS rally, but she was 
• just hot and sweaty" from the hu­
mid heat of Washington

Melissa told her classmates I ri-

I *I .#*, 
ifeg' 

.S' 1

she has not shown symptoms of 
immune deficiency syndrome and 
remains well, her mother says

Reporters were barred from the 
presentation by public health and 
school officials

But loud applause could be 
heard as the meeting ended, and 
parents filing out of the school au­
ditorium said they want Melissa Io 
be welcome at the school with 
their own children

■ I think she will (teel wel 
come)," Terry I'annehaker said 
"One of the nicest comments we 
heard was about how the children 
reacted when they heard about it 
They came up and hugged Missy 
and showed open act eplam e"

"Hie point someone made to

4 '

ftcA'l-

night was that our children art* 
safer here than elsewhere. At least 
they are coming out. and now we 
can all realize how we need to 
take the rjght health precautions 
everyday in our lives, not just 
here." said Barbara Gibson, a par 
ent. *

“There ate greater issues in our 
community — dmgs and alcohol," 
said Ann Walden, a parent and 
wife of school board trustee Dan 
Walden

Mike Daley, the father of a 
child who has gone on to the dis­
trict’s intermediate school, said he 
hojws the public announcement 
and HIV and AIDS information 
meetings will spur adults to edu 
cate themselves and theii i hildien

■
'•k

By Jamie S. Cackler 
Stall writer

WAI NUT CREEK - About 90 
parents turned out at an HIV and 
AIDS information meeting Tues­
day at Indian Valley School, most 
saying they wanted to “show sup­
port” for a 9-year-old student who 
disclosed her own HIV infection 
last week.

School officials called parents 
to the presentation by public 
health and education officials after 
third-grader Melissa Milne made 
her announcement to her class­
mates Friday.

Two families have pulled their 
children out of Indian Valley 
School, located on a grassy knoll 
beside the Shell Ridge trailhead.

But parents at Tuesday's meet 
ing said they believe their children 
are safe beside their blond-haired 
classmate, who they call "Missy ”

“It went beautifully. There was 
all the support we hoped there 
would be for Missy,” said Terry 
Pannebaker, mother of a third- 
grader and filth grader at Indian 
Valley.

‘‘There were concerns," said 
her husband. Allen Pannebaker- 
.“Some parents still have ques­
tions about medical issues, but the 
presentations were very helpful ”

By school polity and state law, 
Melissa has the right to continue 
attending her regulai school and 
classes as long as a medical review

♦ ff-: 
if-

1

panel continues to say it is safe for 

her to do so.
Meanwhile. Melissa was spend 

ing her second day as a budding 
activist in Washington, D C.

She and her mother, Joan 
Milne, joined other HIV and AIDS 
children in a rally on the Capitol 
Mall for the First National Chil­
dren with HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day

- 7

support
HIV girl
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A profile in courage
HIV-infected children

- !

Program, 1111: Ward ‘
Martinez, .GA 94553* phone 646* 
1240 ; -

I
I

□ What you Can do
►For the latest information on 
AIDS, contact the Contra Costa 

' Health Departments-Al DS : .

: ifr i*'< - <’AJSAO
Centers for Disease Control a decade
ago. Most of us now know that the kind

had been educated on how impossibly
difficult it is to transmit HIV on campus,
Melissa stood up and made a well-re- 
hearsed announcement of her condition, dren are HIV-infected. Melissa’s success

Whats remarkable is what didn’t hap- should-inspire their families to shed a se- 
pen. No shrieks of horror. No cutting cret that is anything but shameful, and
laughter. No run for the door. In short, the rest of us to fight the disease while
no repetition of the spiteful ignorance
visited on the late Ryan White, the Indi­
ana boy who had to fight public, even of­
ficial. opposition to his school attendance
in the mid-1980s. Instead, every child in
Melissa s class hugged her. And since
then, only two parents have — temporar­
ily, we hope — said thev may remove 
their children.

Maybe that says something about the
Bay Area s growing sophistication with a
deadly illness first reponed by the U.S.

deserve huss not fear routine c°ntaa have with feiiow 
’ students, co-workers, even close friends

M elissa Milne and her family are and family members, won t spread AIDS, 
out of the shadows. Let’s hope Maybe it says something about Contra ' 
their bravery brings any re- Costa's educators and health experts, 

maining irranonal fears about children ' who worked together five years ago to 
with AIDS out. too — so they can be create a uniform, rational procedure for 
dashed. medical professionals, not frightened lay

Melissa, harboring the faith in hu- ■ people, to decide whether an HIV-infect- 
mamty that only a 9-year-old can safely ed child poses any real threat, 
afford, insisted on telling her classmates ' • It certainly says something about Me­
at Indian Valley Elementary School in ! Ussa, only the second HIV-infected child 
Walnut Creek that she was infected, in the region to acknowledge the situa- 
probaoiy through a blood transfusion as tion so publicly. Not only that, but the 
a newborn, with the human immunodefi- fact is that she, and she alone, has some- 
ciency virus or HIV. thing to fear at Indian Valley Elementary: j

Last week, after students and teachers an opportunistic infection that could at­
tack her troubled immune system. Hers 
is a profile in courage.

Dozens of other Contra Costa chil-

cret that is anything but shameful, and

embracing its victims. -



Opening the school door for children with HIV
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Meliss.i Milne, and how wvrf 
toil invoked in lhe lamik’s (l<‘< i- 
sion Io go puhlii uiih Irt-r lll\ in 
feclitin.'

/ 4, How do \ou teed ab<"H 
"< • reai lion lo Mrliw.i 

noiHli rOiriil in \\ .ihiol l km I 
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FRANCIE WISE, a public healtl. nurse and county director of communicable disease control, left, 
and Dr Wendel Brunner, assistant healih services director, right prepared a plan five years ago loi 
HIV infected children in die public schools It includes confidentiality for the family
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a I Irrii i|> > \ on il< « Ith' o l

• l.o .a < hiltl ilh n.l • < h

/ School was out just a couple 
"< • of days alter lhe Milnes* pub­

lic annotincemenl. late for much 
re.olion Do you worry about ha­
rassment when m bool stalls in lhe 
hir.’

U 1st I II.ink II il 

i III' nt- I.. Ill l.p l 

di.ii 

met ling ’A ♦ < in »• < •
t "i h i l irih-t in in*-o 

thing ih.ii » l-r r n 
proxi-o to (hi'- >1 il>

By Jamie S Cackler 
Sian wtiler

In hnir. » ■ hiiiIS piihli* Io allli 
liadeis lenl a hand as Mt-liss.i 
Mtlnr a Ihnd gi.ldt f al Indian \ .d 
h \ ln»il in Wahnil » mi l*« « amr 
the lns| < oiiiia » iwi.i »hild h’ pob 
Ink tevral ■dlr was mlrth'd with 
lhe v nils lh.it causes \ll ’S

I »r Wt-iidel Uiiinm i issislatil 
lit allh sen m i s dltribH tor the l*«b 
Ik Health Iirpailmenf and I talk le 
Wise, duet tor •»! tinnniuiucalile dis 
rase cnnnul helped Melissa's 
sthtNd disiriii and all In otli< i Jis 
linls hi lhe counts prrp.itc l«»i III 
V \||»S ilnldirii hw years ago

The |)«di< y trailed by county 
heallb and ‘<hnn| .lolhonlirs rn 
smed toolidt nlialilv lot Illi* Ju 
denis, iciiiloit rd ihi'it light ■«> al 
lend trgtdai t lasses and set up a 
icvitw pfotrthire hi piolecl publii 
healih

In lhe past lhe years, thai p«ilu\ 
has Ik’im b’sieil six times. Biiinnta 
and Wise say

lhe public polny allows health 
departnirnt and scho>»l aiithornics 
hi remove a child with HIV mire lion 
or AIDS fimn school if lhe thild has 
any behavioral or other unusual 
pioblems that put others al risk

N<» rhdd has evet brr-n n nwned 
li<>m si hiNil as a icsull ol lhe («mi- 
niillre icview pioi ess Ik linnet 
so vs

Some Male healih .mlhoiilies sax 
llivie aie nioie th.m Id ihddien 
wiih \I|IS or HIV Hile* lions known 
hi Iw living and attending ahool in 
< out r a < osia < niiniv

In an mfeiview' last w» ek Brun 
im i ami Wise talked .ihoiit piil.li. ir 
a«tion Io (Im* annoiim t-mrill lw Mr 
Ir.sa ami hei nioihei. h»an Milne 
I ollowing me exi er pis horn dial m 
h'i'.iew

oi soiiie lea's’ll lh« x dunk .ii» <l 
iial stifiMi- lias •otiic h e.oii .o In* 
oi h»t some irason piitilu heallb 
has Io piolecl ils own ’Av ■ iini"l 
do arnthing jImhiI (hat

Whal we can tin k give p<s.p|. 
intonnation aboul how ihe\ would 
be al risk and how ihv\ can pi event 
(ililrclion) lot nisi, mi e. a < lid<l 
dorsn I hair io hold the Hose ol an 
olhet i hild whose iioa* is bleeding 
I he tra< hei dorsn t haw h> bold lh< 
nose It s your nose you hold il

Brunner: Ihesr arc lhe kinds «.t 
things we waul adopted iniixeisails 
ihiiHighout st bools anti I hats win 
we call them umvcisal precautions 
Not just in lhe ahool where wc 
know Melissa is In fail, th.il s a 
st hoot where we will woiry the 
least aboul universal pr« cautions II 
Melissa skins her knee. lhe\ II take 
ca^L* of that one propci |v

/ Whal do you say to people 
who say all children with 

HIV infection should be identified 
so reasonable precaiilions can be 
laken?

• i: i 
. T

hern xeiy valuablv for lhe st bool 
and the public and hit olhvr chil- 
dien m lhe Inline And as il turned 
out n was vvtv gtiod for Melissa, 
l<io I wash I so sine that it was go 
mg to be good lot hei

til Ihi pohi \ -IS s I 11. 0 
III', posiic.i* <hdd should l-r pl 
in .i ttoim.il s< hixil soiling o 
tliri i s .*»im p» • di> | r .jsi :i 
lli.il pathiid.il •liil.l t.ia.iJi» 
I ai h ■ hi- ■«. dl hr |o..k» il 
. nr hi • ! ♦ Ha .|>

r

ol

' i< lan • 
... utf* ii.<

. How did you Irvl .diout the 
» Milne family's decision to go

public? h sounds like ion had 
siime qualms.
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(hr .iiidivih t th il nn’hi 
not |.> Iirhi-i r a

Tit-

inoihrr aminimmisli and < ontuh n 
If.dlx loin \i os ago

She was wry j.imiimd 11.1 
« bild was HIX inlri Icil ami she was 
errv concrined about llial hei unimg 
publii . Iwt auM- she didn l want h» 
happen Io hei »hild what had h i| 
prtied to Kian Whitv

Ihrtr Win- mastir two .IIP. a- 
l< < trill thildirn altradi who Ii id 
gone llumigh th*' -ouiin la allh 
d« paiintent st hoi.l isirm , .-It. x 
land irvirw p.mrh I hex had U ' ii

I ai l> f hd.I K Iht-n i du r- 
Illi pill-la hr .dill pall* I I a- \ 

pain i i < - iiidn Hlual but m 
i asr ihfi mt ludr llu < hild s p* 
a •ali.H.I ili-lrnt .rhmiii tiaha 

1» .h la a ils.. grmaalli a a h, 
idmmi italoi i putgl i hrahli i

\ Io. t ii .nail. ka in. i.
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si tinol no 1 ,r 

si llool
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I !. il

iiansinilhd
ihve ‘.rats agin, I would cite 

studies ol families lhal had been fol 
lowed when* Hl\ inledcd children 
lived m the f.mnbrs and there had 
been no Itaiwnussioii ol the HIV vi- 
iin ln>m lhe i hild to anylkfdv else 
in ihe l.iinilv

lhe t on< lusioiis. .ihuh Ii.in' 
glowri mote him iHer lune .ire lhal 
a < hild in n<.(tii.ii < onl.u l m a lam 
di l«'l ihmr i m l.ool is ii-'l a llurat 
b»i HIV inlet lion

1%‘oplr hi mg up ihr example ol 
ihr J. ntisl on Honda who died ol 
Ml »S| x Io ir •mir p itu-ni' wric 

lull I led lhal X I i llualif>11 W h«-|« 

IO >1 I aments xrlr Hot pr-pi'lll 

- h am d the', ar| i- iv-l pi .pi i lx 
it-iili/rd N too bring nsrd oil the 

m st path nt i .*:» I ilo th it 
lailgfloH-. 'Ar know lhal

# llnomri . ..................... it

i |. - i u- |.» . 

(. *sr.| i-.f am i«* oimio ;lA »r 

Io.in lh« » » nb is I-a I >im- r >• ‘ 
liol amt lh«* i htel *d I rdialiii 

tri h<mi I H • r v il I i S in | i ,

press H
t ramie Wise: Ue did trll her 

lhal lhe srhmil had a poh« v (hat d 
she disclosed tMelissa’s condition) 
Io Ihr piincipal. their was a pro* rss 
lhal hr was going hi have to go 
thioiigh ih.H was not an rlruivr 
pKkrss He needed to cmivrnr ta 
fuiblii health renew »imimittee) 
dial included (hr Puldii Health De 
paiimrnl It s a 'till tlv i oiih«lvnh.il 
pHMesY but not fgnr prison onlx

Brunner: I want to rmphasi/c 
that just brtause .Mrs Milne chose 
to make dvr danghli r . iun>lih«m> 
1’iibtii later >t is ahs««l<ilf lx not ir 

. U hen did you first heat *d qmicd
Uisr: Sh- dis* fused hit hi* mIhhiI 

■ !.-adetship) m lannaiv \l that time 
ar discussed ( urtH uhitii hit Ihr >ld 
ti'tent ilasstooms win* should 
t.how i.ibout Melissa s IIIV inter 
I mtn. and bow* au'idihts at .<ht»ol 
ind sf» bulb Jiffhld hr handled 

(loin Mdnei talked ab«'tit going 
I’olih* at that lnnr ami we said that 
seemed a little prematuie and 
wasn't really* iwcrsxan. and wasn't 
lot the good of everybodv con-
* ritied She M*rl ol agiri d lhal it
* ,h l«»o rai |x

A e Brunner: People nerd I- 
L >• kmnv lo lake the riHir»t pie 
caUtiutls period Ihere ate manx 
teasons hliwul needs to Im* handled 
*arvlulk and differ* ntli ihaii wr 
had Ih'.ui actusiitmed It .hotihln t 
d<*|k*n*| on whrfhri xoii know (liri. 
is a i hild in youi s* hool m wi.ik 
pl.i* < . a x In H ’.VI “• I io i. I IP. it.
1< > |< .1

I xt lltiodl df'i -.11 I f ♦ il kll-» X 

that Ihex in HIV Hilf i h O '.i< I 

rirtl it llh '. kii-.w ||a *. ha. I

tir* rssaiifx want !•» .«)»• lira- it >nJ 

I .Ion | think this h»Aild ha\« h-
Wise: M* hssa was inlri led »i

with hut llirv a dl Im* li.utflh d is 

thrv ♦ (lillr Up stir It dlr tails down 

and I deed ■ *1 m liool when ihrx pel 

iHiohrd in .tilaiii ailiUlirs m 

i bool PiH tits will want b< know

i m <hrx -Jiaie fiwdang Hass* ■ an 

Ihr*. .hair oHfl.ir.' • >1 toiiisr thr\ 

• .in

.nl it.

I here was an outpouimg of 
siippoii lor (hr Milnes and 

for Melissa’s presence at school. 
But there were a few * rnics who 
said they tlitln’i hrliexc their chil­
dren would he sale, lhal medical 
rxpriis don l know enough aboul 
tins disease I wo laiiuhrs with- 
drew (heir chihlrrii fruin s* hool 
I low do lf*u trspoitd Ift ihrir skrp- 
li« ism 1
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Taking it in stride
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TEACHER SANDY HARVEY welcomes 9-year-old Melissa Milne back to school.
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uiwujcu iniu ciass io sav neilo to 
her classmates, leaving Milne ly.
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HIV-infected girl returns to school; 

no hubbub over her health condition

_ INSIDE_________ __
A homecoming kickeo off the 
school year for Northgate Hioh 
students. f2A

the return had all gone so smooth-

It’s no accident that Melissa

MELISSA toid classmates last spring that she is HIV positive.

has been welcomed where other 
Hrv-infected children around Cal­
ifornia and the nation have been 
harassed and shunned.

Milne, the Walnut Creek 
School District administration ana 
Indian Valley School staff careful­
ly prepared the students and com-

Please see MELISSA oacx pace

IS<

By Jamie S. Cackler 
Start writer

WALNIT CREEK - Joan 
Milne got -.er wish Weanesday 
■vnen ner caugnter Melissa, y. re- 
•umea to scnooi at Indian Valley 
Elementarv School: Nothing hao- 
penea.

Melissa, who in June revealed 
•o ner classmates she is infected 
■vith the HIV virus that causes 
VIDS, donned a floral jumper and 
an impish smiie. and went to 
school reaav tor wnatever she 
would find.

They were ready for anything, 
but glad to be iost in the same old 
snuffle as everyone else, and to 
'.nd that Melissa s return was no 

big deal.
"That's the story nere. that ev­

erything :s comoieteiy normal 
She has been completely acceotea 
bv this school and communitv 
Joan Milne said as she stooa .n 
the nailway with her own motner. 
Theo Dykstra.

Melissa quite maner of factiy 
pecked Milne on the cheek ana 
marched into class to sav hello to 
her classmates, leaving Milne 
looking shocxea but happy that

• —



Melissa

Jiivussea •
Mtn HIV :n:=c:an.

* -t

through AiDi education, including 

the HIX' virus cv assuming that any­
one could b’e mrectious.

Mudents. 'eacners and parents 
Jiscussea "moassion for oeopie 
•vim HIX' .nrecr-.on.

By the ?~e Melissa took her 
;tana June ' eachers and students 
Aere reaav emotionally for the star- 

ne cmid with HIX’

.v . 1 ' ears, 
an''rance

-ROM PAGE • - *
muniiv last year nefore Meiissa 
brOKe her news

The entire district had gone

how to prevent the transmission o'?

Milne nopea that once the news 
became old hat. Missy couid 
breathe easier and go about the 
business of being a child. •'

’T’m just trying to keep her a 
normal kid. Milne said Tuesday 
night, the eve of school.

The education effons continue at 
school, said Indian Valiev Principal 
Paul Sheckler. Working with Milne 
and his own staff. Sheckler pub­
lished a letter to Indian Valiev par­
ents reminding them of Melissa s 
revelation, and also sent home a 10- 
pomt list of -Tips for a Heaithv 
School."

Although the publicity — talk 
shows, television and newspaper in­
terviews. phone calls and leners — 
has been hard for the familv. Milne 
said it was worth it to her to try to 
■put a face on the disease. She 
wanted to educate the public so oth­
er children wouldn’t be so afraid of 
being found out.

Melissa s greatest relief is that all 
of her playmates and their parents 
have accepted her. especially her 
best friend. Chnssy

"I would estimate 70 percent if 
her friends' parents wrote or talked 
to me in person, and ail were very 
supportive. Milne said. -They said 
they had no problem with their chil­
dren playing with Missy and having 
her come over to their house. '

Now Milne, a single parent who 
works full time, is focusing much of 
her spare time on activism. She is 
among the founders and leaders or 
the new Parents Pediatnc AIDS Co­
alition of the Bav Area.

■ling news -.a:
a as among me:

She contracted the mrus in a 
nloon transfusion just davs after her 
•'inn at John Muir Hospital almost

-- ears ago
Melissa vas 5 before doctors 

tame looxir.g mr me Milnes with 
the snocKing -tews mat she might 
be mfectea. . ests auicklv confirmed 
:t

Desoite mmg with Melissa near- 
-cudir.g five years in 

: me infection. Milne 
anc Meiissa s men-ase brother con­
tinue m test negative tor the HIX' in­
fection. Milne said.

Milne dicr. • -ell Melissa about 
rhe nrecticn until January. Once 
me Knew, me .mle girl didn't want 
to nave to keen something so impor­
tant secret trim ner mends.

Meiissa. vno is nicknamed 
Missv preteirea to face the mu­

sic. wnatever me tune. Milne said.
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10. Talk with an adult if something worries you.
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August 27, 1991 Walnut Creek School District
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TIPS FOR A HEALTHY SCHOOL

Cover mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing. 

Wash hands with soap and water after using the 
bathroom and before eating.

*• *

Use lotion to avoid dry, cracked skin.

Do not give first aid to other children. Find an 
adult, especially when blood is present.

Help take care of your own bloody nose or cut by 
applying pressure.

Remind adults to wear gloves when touching blood. 

Don't play blood mixing games.

No biting. It can break skin and spread germs.

Cover your cuts and sores. You'll keep germs out 
and heal faster.
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With Pride, Staff & ! Welcome Yot !
X

Paul Sheckler, principal

f- n t a ; U

Important Items*';'
Look for envelope Friday, Sept. 6, with school news & 

return signed envelope to your teacher.
Come to Back-To-School Night on Thursday^ Sept. 19.

INDIAN VALLEY SCHOOL
Wednesday, September 4. 1991

U U L'd L k

Cfiildren Till not qei IUV/AID5 the fulluvifiQ.
Play.nq with other children...Touchinq other children 
Couqh’ng, sneezing, or spitting. Drinr“n? fountains... 

A hug A closed-mouth kiss ..Sweat or tears 
Musnuitces ar other insects. Eating food prepared or served 

by someone infected with t’lr ^ir-is 
Or from using the ioIIovhiu 

inilei ai shaver fociiities tiuves. spomio nr up?..
Chairs, desks, loois or phones.. Playground suuipmeut >h minis

Universal Health Care 
!n short, iridian Valley School is now a leader in stressing 

‘Universal Health Care' for children and adults at a elementary 
A courageous fourth grader, Melissa nilne, revealed to 

jis in June her acquisition shortly after birth of HIV-virus, a 
Wfisie cell deficiency that could lead to AIDS. Meiissa, a Walnut 
Creek resident ail her life, received a tainted blo.od transfusion 
As I|OU know. Melissa's revelation has been well documented in 
”ie media as our Indian Valley Communiiy st nod by reason and 

•-onvictlun in supporting the rights oi a terrific young tody 
bi«in, parents and children welcome Melissa to Miss Harvey s 

" j-'nde class Her presence makes us conspicuously aware 
"’if need ior a strong health curriculum, and inr c.iat ;:>r- 

r •
! t PS ; PR a HEALTHV SCHOOL (See the filUched) 

"‘ic-’Ots were bneied on me tips the nr st dug o* school he 
rif i.iucCe: .-i Within the next few munms ya;-mH-education 

take place ai cur school. In October vGO-ri^nnel 7 with 
Stark will shu* a program inaicat’ng ways parents

wi’h r.niMren ahnut Hiv/AIDS Melissa, net mother jonn. and 
jn. ents and children from our community will he featured 

Please review the ’tips" again -rith your children 
•:c> mfcrmei;on is vitalc’ mai;on.is vital for prevent no infectnm uf a!< kinds.
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A victoiy over fear
to prevent the transmission of the HIV vi­
rus.

M ovAiuui moi vvcuneMiay, jusi iixe nave niv out are either unaware of it or 
thousands of other children, to unwilling to publicize their condition.

< z

While Melissa had the courage to re­
veal her infection, there are undoubtedly 
many other students in the East Bay who

contact with someone else’s blood.
AIDS, as most everyone knows, or 

should know, is not spread through the

tesnment to the success of the AIDS 
education program at Indian Valley.

There was no hint of the spiteful igno­
rance that turned Indiana student Ryan 
White's life into a nightmare.

Ryan and his family were forced to 
fight public, even official, opposition to 
his school attendance in the mid-1980s.

Melissa's return to school couldn’t 
have been more different. There was to­
tal acceptance because students’ con­
cerns about AIDS has been answered 
with an extensive education program 
that included information on how

AIDS.
Then, as now. there were no outbursts  

of derision or expressions of fear among er have lived with her for nearly 10 years 
her classmates. Such a calm reaction is a without contracting the HIV infection 

that Melissa received from a blood trans­
fusion a few days after her birth. 

The publicity surrounding Melissa’s 
revelation has been hard for the family, 
but, as her mother Joan Milne said, it has 
been worth the hardship to humanize the 
disease so that other children won’t be 
afraid of being found out or of associat­
ing with someone with HIV. 

Melissa’s continuing success story 
should inspire other children — and 
adults — to shed their fears of those in­
fected with HIV and to fight the disease 
while embracing its victims.

But with proper education, no one
need fear catching the deadly virus, 
which is transmitted when infected se- 

worthy victory over fear and serves as an men or blood of a carrier comes in direct 
example to others in her situation.

Last June, the Indian Valley Elemen­
tary School student revealed to her Wai- ,  
nut Creek classmates and the media that routine contact we have with fellow stu- 

Wlt^1 HIV, which causes dents, co-workers or even close friends 
and family members.

Melissa’s mother and teen-age broth- 
J vears

Girl with HTV virus
teaches crucial lesson

elissa Milne. 9, returned to   
school last Wednesday, just like have HTV but are either unaware of it

begin another year of classes.
For Melissa, who has HIV, and all 

those who accepted her, that's a praise-



£L
J

zMissy'— she just keeps beating the odds
Walnut Creek 10-year-old faces the realities of HIV

M

v.

Missy, see page 3-•

By Scott Todd 
Staff writer

fair to make her carry the burden of the 
secret and “spoil her childhood.”

Melissa, aside from her celebrity status 
and monthly trips to (’hildren’s Hospital 
in Oakland to have her immune system 
revitalized, has the life any other fourth­
grade girl. She goes to school, plays 
around, and is a member of a Girl Scout 
troop.

Milne had been told her daughter 
would never learn to walk or speak 
because of her pre-birth stroke, but the 
girl defied the experts. When asked if 
Melissa’s disorders have prevented her 
from doing anything, her mother just 
laughs.

Melissa, said her mother, skis, can 
swim the length of a pool underwater, 
and rode the “Vortex” at Great America 
long after any of her family could handle 
the ride.

“This is a child with a disability and an 
icky virus,” Milne kidded her daughter.

“Uh-uh," Melissa said, smiling back. 
“How rude.”

The possible effects of AIDS hit home 
for Melissa last February, when one of 
her two best friends from Children’s 
Hospital died. She cried uncontrollably 
and finally retreated into a hospital room 
for five days, refusing to leave what she 
saw as the only safe place. Only her 
doctor was able to convince her that she 
was healthy.

“We were the three musketeers,” said 
Melissa, who said she would always 

*

* /

elissa “Missy” Milne has 
consistently defied 
extraordinary odds.

She suffered a stroke while still in her 
mother’s uterus, a phenomenally rare 
occurrence. She was born jaundiced, and 
needed a complete blood replacement 
when she was only 7 days old.

Only five years later did her family 
learn the transfusion had given her the 
AIDS virus, but five more years later, 
Melissa is still perfectly healthy.

Walnut Creek residents remember her 
as a 9-year-old Indian Valley Elementary 
School student who revealed that she is 
HIV-positive a year ago on her last day of 
school. ITie supportive reaction she got 
then lasted into the fall, and now, 
precisely one year later, the Milnes have 
yet to see the talons of irrational fear. 

“She’s just beaten the odds all around,” 
said her mother, Joan Milne.

Until last June, the Milnes had kept 
the secret of Melissa’s diagnosis for 
almost five years. When they first found 
out Melissa’s condition, the images of 
Ryan White being ostracized from his 
school, and the fire-bombing of the Ray 
household in Florida— where two 
children had revealed they carried HIV— 
were fresh.

Even Melissa wasn’t told until last
year, as her mother did not think it was 

• 4

rememlier her friend’s smile. “She was 
two weeks older than me. Now Tanya and 
me are the two musketeers.” 
, Her HIV infonned Girl Scout 
troopmates find nothing unusual about 
having the energetic Melissa run around 
with them, and Show no trepidations.

“We’re not afraid, as long as we know 
about it,” said 9-year-old Stephanie 
Lalanne.

The troop members, like Melissa’s 
classmates, have been on a continuous 
program of AIDS education. Before the 
Milne family would go public, the Walnut 
Creek School District was informed that a 
child had human immunodeficiency virus, 
and started a districtwide AIDS education 
campaign?

The curriculum is outlined for all 
elementary classes. Topics are divided 
into three areas— feelings and behaviors, 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
scientific facts, and related physiology, 
kindergartners learn simple concepts, 
such as, “AIDS is hard to get,” while 
eighth graders get statistical and 
community-resource information.

The education effort is central to the 
aims of Joan Milne and the Parents 
Pediatric AIDS Coalition, which she 
founded.

Though Melissa knows many children 
with HIV, she is one of only a half dozen 
in the Bay Area who have gone public,
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and talk about it.”
'Ibis week, all Walnut Creek 

(list rict classes made hundreds of 
colored, construction paper l>ut, 
terllies, each one symbolizing rf 
child with Hl V. They are hanging 
in Walnut Creek shop windows, 
police cars, and the doors to City 
Hall and government oHices. On 
the back of the butterflies, chil­
dren have written messages to

jy*
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Sul pbou by DAMIEN STARK

Since revealing last year that she has HIV, Melissa Milne has 
gotten nothing but support from every corner.

M '

’-w

HIV carriers.
“I like most people in a special 

.loan Milne said. The coalition 
estimates as many as 300 chil 
dren in the art'a are known to 
carry the virus.

“Missy has a lot ot triends at 
Children’s Hospital who don’t 
have the support Missy has. Thei r 
friends, churches, and cornmuni 
ties don’t know l>ecause they’re 
afraid,” she said. "We want to 
educate people so they’re not, and 
if they’re not afraid, then maybe 
other families can come forward

w
Im N ■I S

Suf p^oto by DAMIEN STARK

i < hildhoud HIV spokesperson
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“I wish that every city could be 
as good and understanding, so 
every child with HIV could talk

.Joan Milne is hoping her work 
building the coalition will eventu­
ally become a full-time job. She 
currently works four days a week 
as a computer systems analyst, 
but is applying for grants to get 
the Coalition, an oineial non profit 
corporation, functioning regu­
larly. For now, she travels to 
schools on reipiest— sometimes 
hers— to talk with children and 
parents.

Melissa also gave a talk at Wal­
nut Creek Intermediate at the 
beginningofthe school year. And 
the Coalition is hosting a seminar 
in pediatric AIDS for medical pro­
fessionals at John Muir Hospital

■ ."V

.v

in October. we were almost looking for that
Though Milne says that she radical 5 percent that woilldn’t 

touched every conceivable bodily lielieveanythingthatanybody told 
fluid of Melissa’s before learning them.”
the girl had HIV, she continually 
tests negative for the virus, as 
does Melissa’s brother, Michael.

And in the last year, have there about it, and not be afraid,” Mel- 
been any negative repercussions? issa told the City Council. “We 

“None,” said Milne. “Believe it need to teach all people not to be 
ornot, none. And we didn’t expect afraid of the HIV virus and the 
that. We were hoping that 95 per- children who have it. That way, 
centofthe people would be under- all the children can be as free as 
standing and compassionate, but the butterflies.”

T
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classmates in
June 1991 that ' 
she was '• ■
infected

Melissa Milne ■

Now 10, she 
told her

Joan Milne said she remembers 
breaking out into a big smile when 
she learned Melissa was a finalist. » 

“We’re having fun with this,, 
that’s the best thing,” she said. “I 
mean, how many people get to have 
their name in People magazine?"

Winning also would provide new 
opportunities, via appearances on 
network television shows, to edu­
cate about pediatric AIDS, "espe-- 
cially when so many people across 
the country still don’t realize that*, 
the children (with AIDS dr HIV) J 
look like their neighbors,” said^ 

•Milne.'
Hero award winners'will be hon­

ored at a banquet af New-York’s • 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in October, i

Other finalists in the kids’ cate-^ 
gory are Timothy Jacobs, a 14-year-} 
old member of the Kellogg Founda-J 
tion; Heather Kaplan, 13, who has’ 
leukemia and counsels others; Willy' 
Lee, 16-year-old co-founder of a- 
youth advisory committee, and Eri-; 
ca Mosely, 15, who has spent hun-'j
dreds of hours as a volunteer.

Among nominees in other cate-! 
gories are singers Barty Manilow.f 
Liza Minnelli, Eddie Rabbin and 
Dionne Warwick; journalist Peter 
Amett; author Judy Blume; photo-! 
journalist Jill Krementz; actor 
James Earl Jones; actresses Jill Ei-' 
kenberry, Donna Mills, Emma 
Samms and Elizabeth Taylor; base-! 
ball player Dave Winfield; and bas-* 1"' 
ketball star Kevin Johnson.

,V,... 
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By Andy Jokelson
Staff writer * «

WALNUT CREEK - Melissa 
Milne, the Walnut Creek girl who 
publicly disclosed that she's infected 
with the virus that causes AIDS, is a 
finalist for a National Hero Award.

The 10-year-old was nominated 
by the Association for Children’s 
Health in the kids’ category of the 
awards, whose winners will'be cho­
sen in nationwide balloting by 
newspaper and magazine readers.'

She was infected with the human 
immunodeficiency virus, HIV, 
through a blood transfusion at birth. 
“She still has no symptoms (of 
.AIDS) whatsoever and it s been al­
most 11 years since her transfu­
sion," said her mother, Joan.

Mother and daughter are active 
in efforts to promote understanding 
and concern for children who have 
the disease or cany the virus. Melis­
sa disclosed her secret in June 1991 
to classmates at Indian Valley Ele­
mentary School, where she will en­
ter fifth grade in September. ■ •'■■

The fourth annual National Hero 
Awards' are sponsored by Chese- 
brough-Pond’s USA. which is listing 
finalists in eight categories in print 
advertisements in People magazine 
and in today’s editions of numerous 
newspapers. . . ■ -

The ads encourage readers to se­
lect one hero in each category and 
mail in their ballots. Chesebrough- 
Pond’s will contribute $1 per ballot, 
up to a maximum of $200,000, to 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America, 
which matches adult volunteers 
with youths needing positive role 
models.

The awards are intended to hon­
or people “for their enduring contri­
butions to our lives and their ongo­
ing commitment to a cause," said a 
letter to the Milnes from representa­
tives of Big Brothers/Big Sisters .or 
America and Chesebrough-Pond’s.

I



January 27, 1994

Dear Mr. Lesperance:

we

Thank you again for your thoughtful words.

<.

Carlos Velez, J.D.cc:

Mr. Larry Lesperance, M.Ed., MSW
4515 N. Springfield
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Sincerely,

I would like to encourage you to continue in your labor, we need more interested Americans 
like yourself. I would also like to encourage you to work with your local community and let 
me know of your progress. I would be interested to hear of additional steps you take. I have 
forwarded a copy of your letter to Carlos Velez, J.D., who works on prevention issues in my 
office. He has indicated that he would be interested in meeting with you during your trip to 
Washington. Please feel free to contact him at (202) 690-6248 to set up a time to meet.

I am very encouraged by your interest in the area of HIV/AIDS prevention. As we work to 
stop HIV/AIDS, we are interested in hearing about new concepts and ideas that individuals 
may have on this subject. We are very interested in the use of education strategies that 
address the needs of those at risk. In order to accomplish that, we have determined the 
messages must be population specific. That means the message must speak the language of 
those it is intended for, taking into account the cultural background, age, gender, educational 
level and sexual orientation of the intended audience. Twelve years of the epidemic have 
shown that blanket campaigns may not be as effective as targeted programs.

Thank you for sharing with me information about prevention strategies that you observed in 
Hungary. As you may know, the Office of National AIDS Policy was created out of the 
President's commitment to take positive steps to stop the spread of HIV and to provide 
services for those already infected and living with HIV/AIDS. I am also committed to 
finding a cure for AIDS as soon as possible. I agree with you that the most effective tool 
have against the spread of HIV is education.
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Dear- Ms. Gebbie,

AIDS has been

Ms. Kristine Gebbie 
AIDS Pol icy Desk 
The White House 
Washin gton, D.C.

4515 N. Spring-field
Chicago, II. 60625-
January 7. 1993

gay/1esbian community in Chicago,
issue in my work.

During the summer of 1993 I participated in 
Department of Education's Fulbright“Hays Seminar 
program in Hungary.

the
Abroad

In Budapest I studied Hungary's 
approach to AIDS education, interviewing a professor of 
social medicine who is the nation's leading AIDS educator; 
and the president of PLUS, Hungary's support dub -For HI9+ 
persons? and visited the country's hospital AIDS ward to 
interview the medical staff .

While Hungary is trying to catch up to us in many ways, 
I did discover several innovative approaches to AIDS 
education which we could learn -From. One targets young 
adults who visit dance bars. In another, high school math 
teachers and foreign language teachers incorporate 
references to AIDS into their lessons and homework 
assignments to reinforce student learning. Medical students 
visit high schools as speakers. I consider the Hungarian 
strategies effective, time-wise, and inexpensive.

I propose sharing these strategies with one of your 
staff who can evaluate them. I will be vacationing in 
Washington March 27 - April 1 and would be available to 
meet, or could provide a more detailed written report before 
then .

If these ideas seem of value, please have a staff 
member- contact me with instructions on how to proceed.

I am a high school teacher and social worker with an 
interest in AIDS education. I would like to report on some 
effective AIDS education strategies I recently observed 
being used in eastern Europe.

At John Hersey High School in Arlington Heights, 
Illiniois, I introduced an AIDS unit into my social science 
classes plus sponsor an after—school club, Stop~HIV, to 
heighten AIDS awareness and provide service opportutnities 
to students interested in fighting this epidemic.

Independent of school, I maintain a social work 
counseling practice which primarily serves gay clients. For 
the last eight years I have volunteered as a
psychotherapist at Horizons, a community agency serving the 

a prominent 
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January 27, 1994

Dear Mr. Hindo:

Your letter indicates serious concerns about statistics released by Dr. Michael Merson of the 
Global Programme on AIDS at the World Health Organization. These statistics show that, 
based on current trends, it is possible that up to 40 million people world wide will be infected 
with HIV by the year 2000. I am also very concerned about these statistics and believe that 
there is a lot of work to be done to stop the current trends.

Your plan also does not specify that persons could become infected after being issued a green 
card. Two persons receiving green cards may engage in sexual activity, and one of them 
could be infected without knowing it, thus exposing the other partner to the virus.

The test most commonly used to detect HIV measures whether the body has developed 
antibodies for the virus. The body does not react to HIV immediately and only produces 
antibodies after some time has lapsed since the virus enters the body. It could take anywhere 
from two weeks to six months before the body produces the antibodies that are detected by 
the test. That is why it is recommended for persons that consider themselves to be at risk for 
HIV to submit to the test six months after the initial test results are obtained. Similarly, 
persons who test positive are encouraged to get tested again, as false positives may also be 
generated by the test.

I your letter you indicate that you believe that all individuals must be tested for HIV, and 
those who test positive must be issued red cards, while those testing negative must be issued 
green cards. All individuals about to engage in sexual activity would then ask they 
prospective partner for their card in order to ensure that their partner is not infected with 
HIV. Your plan, however, does not indicate something that has been of serious concern when 
testing for HIV is considered.

Mr. Anton George Hindo
P.O. Box 19434
Jerusalem
ISRAEL

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank you for your thoughts on HIV prevention. Your letter to Dr. Anthony S. Fauci was 
forwarded to me. As you may know, the Office of National AIDS Policy was created out of 
the commitment of the President to take positive steps to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The 
President and I are committed to stopping the spread of HIV, providing adequate care for 
those already infected and finding a cure for AIDS as soon as possible.



Page 2 - Mr. Anton George Hindo

Thank you again for your comments.

cc:

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Anthony S. Fauci, M.D.
Director
National Institute on Allergy and
Infectious Diseases

A plan similar to yours of issuing cards certifying a negative serostatus was already partially 
implemented among sex industry workers in the Philippines in the late 1980's. Because of 
the reasons specified above, the plan was not very effective in stopping the spread of HIV.

Finally, after 12 years of the HIV/AIDS epidemic we have learned that targeted, linguistically 
specific and technically correct messages are effective in changing the behaviors that place 
people at risk. In cities and towns in this country, where persons at risk have received 
continuous information and messages on how to protect themselves from HIV, we have seen 
substantial decreases in the incidence of new cases of AIDS. Therefore, it is my belief that 
we need to concentrate on expanding the scope of our programs to provide effective messages 
to people at risk as the best means of stopping the spread of HIV.

Sincerely,



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

January 5, 1994

JAN | i |gg4
Dear Mr. Hindo:

Thank you and best regards.

T/ eP-yc

Ms. Kristine Gebbiecc:

9

/

z

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892

fl.P.H. ,
sis/ant to the Director 
'tj^citute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases

Anton George Hindo 
P.O. Box 19434
Jerusalem - Israel

Dr. Anthony Fauci. T* ....
National AIDS Policy Adviser, Ms. Kristine Gebbie.

I. am sure that National AIDS Policyof forwarding your letter to her office.
Office will contact you if they need any additional information.

I am writing in response to your letter of December 15, 1993, letter to
Your recommendation is one that should be addressed by the

I have taken the liberty

SpecialVAS
National I

SlRV,Ctj^



I
December 16, 1993 /

/

/•

Dear Dr. S. FAUCI,

f

Since two years or more, I was thinking to write to you, and after a big effort of obtaining 
your address from one of my friends, who is living in the United States of America, who had 
a book published, and written by you, concerning this Virus (AIDS). Also of which you are 
a Specialist Doctor in (EMMNUE SYSTEM).

I think for this reason, all the persons whom are carrying, and will cany this Virus will meet 
the death without any doubt. I want to explain my opinion to you, that for example, a 
beautiful lady may cany this Virus to 500 gentlemen, and the exact thing will be happened 
when a man is carrying the Virus of (AIDS) will cany it to 500 of women, and that is actually 
done in this world evety day.

Attention : Dr. ANTHONY S. FAUCI, M.D 
Chief Laboratory of Immunoregulation 
Deputy Clinical.
Director of Allergy, and Infections Disease

M/S. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 
BETHASDA, M.D. MARYLAND
U.S.A.

But, the Sciences, and Researches unfourtunately until this date they had the disability to find 
the effective medicines for (AIDS).
In this case, there must be a private program to prevent spreading this disease and this could 
be done with the administritive good prevention methods, as what we are saying popularly : 
"Small amount of prophylactic is much better than to spend on lot of treatment”.

I would like to introduce myself to you, I am one of the Palestinian population, living in 
Jerusalem - ISRAEL, have a good and high knowledge, and good reputation in this city. 
I am very interesting in having more news about the thing which all the Sciences and 
Researches are working in finding the new and effect products to help the people whom are 
canying the dangerous Vims of (AIDS).

This Vims that I believe is amaized all the world’s thoughts, and until now most of the 
Scientific Specialists, and Researches could not have the ability to produce or find a good 
effect medicines to prevent spreading this dangerous among the people, and to stop it until the 
end.

In the first days of Dec. 1992, Dr. MICHEAL MASON from Health World Organization in 
Jeneva, has mentioned in the last statical of his research that at the end of the year 2000, the 
number of persons whom shall cany this Virus will be around 40 million persons, that means 
the average per day will be 5 thousands. /



I hope my letter will meet your kind attention.

Thank you.

Regi

- Second, the persons who are not carrying the Virus of (AIDS), to be recognized also by 
ownning the Green Cards. This reconization will help them to be separated from each others. 
This also should be done for the married people, because it is possibly carry this Virus to the 
families outside of their houses, and the persons are carrying the Green Cards or Red Cards 
will be known.

ANTON GEORGE HINDO
P.O.BOX 19434
JERUSALEM - ISRAEL
TEL. 972-2-287133
FAX. 972-2-277024 - JERUSALEM

- Mainly, the persons whom are carrying the Virus of (AIDS), to be recognized from each 
others, must own the Red Cards.

After all of the above mentioned, you will see later the program which I will present it to you, 
and after a deep thoroughly studies, also after your Committee Agreement on this program, 
it is possible to be presented to the U.S.A. President, and to the Health Minister.
This program is veiy important for each person to do all the necessary blood examination to 
his blood, and to give an order or command to issue a Card, special card, including a personal 
photo to every person who is carrying this Virus, from the main laboratories, which have 
analysied the blood, and to take in consideration not to make any mistake on these cards.

I think, it is possible also to do a strict and large advertisements regarding this disease, 
specially in the United States in particular, and in general in all the world, following this 
program to dissolve this dangerous Virus. So, it must be large laboratories to face this 
problem, for all the human beings.

When the person, will carry the Green Card, or the Red Card, it means that he will have this 
card as any other card, as the Identity card, as the driving licence, to give him a very strong 
power, when he may express his disires when he will meet or will make a love relationship 
between him and any lady, then this lady has the right to ask for the card, and in this way 
they will know each others if one of them has the Virus of (AIDS).

Finally, I would like to draw your kind attention , that I have some thoughts about producing 
and finding a good quality of medicines for these persons, who are ill with this disease. 
We shall wait and see, if this could make the last protection as we know, until you will find 
and get you last results as what has pientioned in your last committee meeting in Dec. 1993, 
in cooperation with the Health World Organization.



January 28, 1994
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M.N.

Mr. Dave Pasquarelli
2261 Market Street 
Box /115
San Francisco, CA

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

marke^HniSaStvesrw^^^

about, are geared toward everyone. Test marketing with gay men 
revealed a high degree of comfort with the ads that were 
selected. However, these ads are not our only tool. Local 
communities need to develop their own means and messages to 
educate their citizens on the facts of AIDS prevention. The CDC 
has instituted an approach to local planning that includes all 
people, gay and not gay.

I accepted the position of National AIDS Policy Coordinator, in 
part, because I care about all people and their health. I 
believe that gay men and lesbians are part of our nation and our 
programs must address their needs. I have met with many groups 
around the country and will continue to be a voice for acceptance 
and non-discrimination for all people. P

Thank you for expressing your concerns.

Dear Mr. Pasquarelli,

^?Ur letter of January 5, 1994 with great interest and a 
bit of dismay. I believe that I have been at the forefront of 
coordinating our national policy on AIDS, with the leadership of 
President Clinton we had record increased in AIDS funding this 
last year, including a 21% increase for AIDS research at the 

Institutes of Health. We are now spending over $1.3 
Billion on research efforts that will hopefully one day lead us 
to a vaccine and a cure. j i

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., H.«. 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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January 5, 1994

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

2261 Market Street
Box #115
San Francisco, CA 94114

Kristine Gebbie
Director
Office of AIDS Policy
750 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20050

My name is Dave Pasquarelli and I have been a member of ACT UP for over 4 years and a Queer activist 
for as long as I can remember. I am writing this letter to tell you how much you anger me and to urge 
you, for the sake of all people now living with AIDS, to resign from your position so that it can be filled 
with a person who will FIGHT to end this terrible crisis. A person who is NOT another homophobic 
government bureaucrat who will allow AIDS to decimate another generation of Queers. A person who is 
PASSIONATE in their desire and commitment to LEAD a visible national campaign to eradicate AIDS. It 
is obvious to me from your recent press appearances that you are NOT that person.

Yesterday I watched San Francisco’s KPIX news coverage of the CDC’s recent announcement of a 
more explicit advertising campaign promoting safer sex. In that coverage you were asked by a reporter to 
respond to the concern of the gay and lesbian community that ALL of the government sponsored 
advertisements were directed specifically at heterosexuals. No advertisements depicted homosexuality in 
the same way that they depicted heterosexuality and none were targeted specifically at Queers. Instead of 
addressing the reporter’s valid question regarding the CDC’s obvious lack of concern about a group of 
people who happen to comprise over HALF of all AIDS cases in the U.S., you responded, insultingly, 
that there also weren’t any advertisements aimed at Native American women on Indian reservations. Your 
flippant, defensive response was a disgusting cop out steeped in homophobia as well as a deliberate 
attempt to make the Queer community seem small, insignificant, marginalized and not deserving of the 
government’s concern.

Need I remind you, Ms. Gebbie, that despite all of the educational efforts that our community has been 
forced to take upon itself due to government neglect. Queers still comprise the largest segment of society 
contracting HIV and dying from AIDS. Given this fact, your pathetic response to that reporter’s question 
can only be seen as more of the same government sanctioned extermination of Queers. Your response 
implied that it was ludicrous for anyone to even be thinking that the government ought to air safer sex ads 
targeting Queers when the CDC’s own statistics bear out that the FIRST FUCKING AD SHOWN ON 
NATIONAL TELEVISION SHOULD HAVE BEEN AN EDUCATIONAL EFFORT TARGETING THE 
QUEER COMMUNITY. That we are over 12 years into this epidemic and the U.S. government has 
never aired any sort of Queer specific ad on national television is a sickening example of blatant 
homophobia. And you, Ms. Gebbie, are another sickening perpetuator of blatant homophobia.

Before your most recent display of ignorance graced my television, I also managed to catch an interview 
with you on a late night CNBC show. During that interview you were put on the spot by a caller to 
defend your lack of support for a Manhattan-style project to cure AIDS in the face of Bill Clinton’s 
campaign promise for just that type of project. You stated that the science just wasn’t there and attempted 
to make it appear that the caller (who was also an ACT UP member) was an isolated case of someone 
unhappy with your do-nothing attitude. I’m not going to waste my time hying to prove to you that a 
Manhattan project is what we need. You know it’s what we need and I’m certain you have seen ACT UP/ 
New York’s Barbara McClintock Project to Cure AIDS (which incidentally is currently pending in the 
House as HR 3310). It is simply reprehensible that you are not actively PROMOTING some sort of



Sincerely,

5
Dave Pasquarelli

intensive research initiative along the lines of McClintock. Are you afraid of taking on the pharmaceutical 
industry - an industry whose profit is dependant on AIDS and therefore an industry that has absolutely 
NO motivation to see the AIDS crisis end? Are you confused about what a research initiative will do 
(create a sense of urgency, cut through red tape and save lives...)? Or are you just an unassertive, hateful 
woman who wouldn’t even think of supporting a proposal by ACT UP no matter how much it makes 
sense because it would associate you with the Queer community and possibly jeopardize your popularity 
with the homohating masses? Whatever your reason, you just better get over it because McClintock is 
receiving unanimous support and your reluctance to embrace it is going to put you on the receiving end of 
the ever increasing anger and frustration of thoroughly disgusted PWAs, AIDS activists and their 
supporters.

Quite simply, you are offering no solutions in the war against AIDS. Your press appearances suck and 
in them you show your uneducated, uninspired, wicked homophobic self. I realize die importance of 
your position is merely a fraction of what we expected from the President. However, even in your limited 
capacity you still have the power to initiate a revolution in the way this country’s people and government 
perceive and respond to AIDS. Thus far your actions and comments indicate that you have no intention of 
doing that. So unless you intend to start educating yourself and presenting yourself as an aggressive, 
proactive. Queer supporting AIDS Policy Director, do us all a favor and quit. You’re holding up 
progress.
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January 29, 1994

To the Directorate for Freedom of Information Requests:

1. Any documents which discuss the rate of HIV infection among gay, lesbian, 
or bisexual teenagers.

3. Any document specifically referring to changes in the Bush and/or Reagan 
AIDS/HIV policy, made by the Clinton administration and the reasons for 
such changes.

2. Any document evaluating the need for education and counseling in public 
schools concerning HIV awareness and prevention.

By this request I am submitting a Freedom of Information Act request for 
information, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §522. I request the following information and 
Office of the National AIDS policy records:

I am a current law student in San Francisco doing research for a law review 
article as well as taking a course on the Freedom of Information Act. This information 
will be used for educational purposes only. Therefore, I would request that you 
exempt me from any fees connected with your response.

Kelli Kristine Armstrong 
400 Duboce Avenue #311 
San Francisco, CA 9411 7 

(415) 626-4267

I would appreciate a response to this request as soon as practicable within the 
10 working days response time mandated by 5 U.S.C. (a)(6)(i). I understand that, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (a)(6)(B), in unusual circumstances, the response time may 
be extended an additional 10 business days if advance notice is provided. However, 
an ordinary backlog of Freedom of Information Act requests does not constitute an 
exceptional circumstances warranting further delay under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(C). See, 
Ray v. U.S. Dept, of Justice, 770 F.Supp 1544 (S.D. Fla. 1990). If it proves 
impossible to respond completely within the statutory period, I would request that you 
forward whatever copies are available at that time and that additional documents 
responsive to the request be forwarded as they are compiled.

Office of the National AIDS policy 
Old Executive Office Bldg.
17th Street and Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington D.C. 20503

Re: FOIA Request



Thank you for your time,

Kelli K. Armstrong

If any requested document or portion of a document is withheld on the basis 
of privilege or statutory exemption, please identity each document or each portion of 
a document withheld and the basis for the privilege or exemption asserted. I note 
that, in memoranda to all departments and agency heads dated October 4, 1993, 
President Clinton and Attorney General Reno affirmed the administration's position 
that the federal departments and agencies should act on the principle of open 
disclosure of information and should use exemptions under the Freedom of 
Information Act to prevent disclosure only sparingly when specified cognizable harm 
can be identified.

Please do not hesitate to call if I can be of any particular assistance to you in 
responding to this request. In particular, although I have attempted to focus my 
request as much as possible, a response may still encompass a large volume of 
documents. To the extent that proves to be the case, I am willing to work with your 
office to frame and narrow the request, including extensive telephone dialogue or 
visitation to your nearby offices to review material, to facilitate the search.

d
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January 30, 1994

To whom it may concern:

Sincerely,

Enclosure

W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant and 
Scheduler to the

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Office of Continuing Medical Education 
University of Michigan
G2111
Towsley Center
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-0201

Enclosed is a $400.00 honorarium check issued to Kristine M. 
Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator, in conjunction with a 
December 1993 visit to the University of Michigan. As a White 
House appointee, Ms. Gebbie does not accept honorarium.



DATE RESTRICTIONSUBJECT/TITLE

12/23/1993 b(6)[Personal] (Partial) (1 page)001. check

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

I

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2018-0756-F
jp4810

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(1) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the PRA]
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRA]

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(b)(6) of the FOIA]
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells ((b)(9) of the FOIA]

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
National AIDS Policy Office 
Kristine Gebbie
OA/Box Number: 3768

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

FOLDER TITLE:
January Chron Files 1994 [6]

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift.



r

CLINTON PHOTOCOPY

<

-

? ?r

L?

M j=

i

O^TJ(b)(6)

¥¥ ¥¥

•X

1

IliisMgl

TO REMOVE CHECK 
DETACH ALONG 
PERFORATION

PAY THIS AMOUNT

♦♦♦♦400.00

rm

i
i

H

s==s

BER

StS
SH

009732

. S®:-,



r

THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HINGTON

January 30, 1994

Dear Dr. Turnock:

Sincerely,

W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant 
and Scheduler to the

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Bernard J. Turnock, M.D.
Acting Dean
School of Public Health
The University of Illinois at Chicago
2121 West Taylor Street
Chicago, IL 60612-7260

Thanks to you and Wayne Wiebel for your help, the February trip 
is shaping up to be a very good one.

Thank you for the letter of support for the invitation for 
Kristine M. Gebbie, National AIDS Policy Coordinator, to speak at 
Illinois Public Health Association annual meeting October 3-5, 
1994. That request is under consideration. I plan to contact 
Elvira Jarka approximately sixty (60) days before the event to 
confirm whether or not Ms. Gebbie is available.



January 12, 1993

Dear Kristine:

Sincerely,

cc:

Printed on 100% recycled paper

Bernard J. Turnock M 
Acting Dean

The University of Illinois 
at Chicago

I wish you well in your important responsibilities and look forward to assisting you in 
any way I can.

Kristine Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Executive Office of the President 
750 17th Street NW, Suite 1060 
Washington D.C. 20503

Office of the Dean (M/C 922)
School of Public Health
2121 West Taylor Street
Chicago, Illinois 60612-7260
(312)996-6620 Fax:(312)996-1374

I was most pleased to learn that you will be taking us up on our invitation to visit 
some of our AIDS Outreach sites and services during an upcoming visit to Chicago. 
Our faculty and project staff are working through Steve Lee of your staff to put this 
together as part of your February 24-25 Chicago trip.

1 ► O /

UIC

Let me also take advantage of this opportunity to support the recent invitation 
extended by the Illinois PpbttdTleajtlYAssociation for you to speak at the Association's 
Annual Meeting (October 3-5, W94 just outside Chicago). As the Immediate Past 
President of this Association /some 1300 members throughout the State), I can 
assure you that your perttcrfa^ion woiilcPbe warmly received by our members and 
present an opportunity for you tcTfeach a large audience of dedicated public health 
professionals with your important messages.

Wayne Wiebel
Vera Jarka

♦ ■ it -j .
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1994

Dear Ms. Warren:

g:

Thank you again for the invitation and for all your work in the 
community.

Gina A. Warren
Director of Community Affairs -

North America
Levi Strauss
P.O. Box 7215 
San Francisco, CA 94120

Sincerely,
I

Thank you for the invitation to attend the Design Industries 
Foundation for AIDS benefit in Dallas. Unfortunately, my 
schedule did not permit me to participate. I have the dates and 
locations on the national tour, and will let you know if I can 
work them into my travel schedule.

., M.N.Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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January 14, 1994

t

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

On behalf of Levi Strauss & Co., I am pleased to invite you to be our guest at a special reception

I

DIFFA is a non-profit grantmaking foundation which, since its conception in 1984, has committed.

,’s® denim jackets will I

Levi Strauss & Co. Levi's Plaza^ P.O. Box 7215, San Francisco, CA 94i20Tei. 415-544'6000

130% Reclaimed Levi's® Denim J

over $18 million to projects that support and encourage AIDS education and care. 
* 

Gina A. Warren

"7
*

The Honorable Kristine Gebbie 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
Hubert H, Humphrey Bldg., Room #729G 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201

and benefit for DIFFA, the Design Industries Foundation for AIDS. The event, featuring "Th® 
DIFFA Collection," is a fashion extravaganza featuring 100 celebrity-designed Levi’s® denim jackets 
which have been transformed into wearable art by some of the world’s leading designers, artists, and 
best-known personalities, such as Calvin Klein, Elizabeth Taylor, Carolina Herrera and Giorgio • 
Armani. Proceeds from the event will support local AIDS organizations in Dallas.

The event will be held Saturday, January 29,1994, at the Loew’s Anatole, 2201 Stemmons Freeway, 

in Dallas. .S' '
The special reception will be held in the Levi Strauss & Co.. Hospitality Suite beginning at 6:00 p.m.

The rest of the evening’s activities, including the DIFFA patron party, the fashion show and the live 

and silent auctions, will begin at 7:0.0 p.m.

Gina A. Warren
■ Director of Community Affairs 

- North America

'f'Vf-OUAMTV ^EVCR SOEI OUT Of «YLt

cities across the United States where 800 of these one-of-a-kind 
• auctioned off to benefit AIDS service organizations.

% *

I hope you are
210/410-5798 no later than January 2.1, 1994.

’ Levi Strauss & Co. has supported the "The DIFFA Collection" in Dallas since 1988. This year s 
Dallas show kicks off the first ever DIFFA Collection national tour, which will travel to eight major

. ■ ‘ \

AU-

able to attend this most spectacular evening. Please RSVP to Dawn Bannwolf at 
* “ ■ I
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1994

Dear Dr. Rickert:

Thank you for your interest

Sincerely,

W. Steve Lee, Executive Assistant 
and Scheduler to the

National AIDS Policy Coordinator

Barbara Rickert, Ph.D
Associate Professor
College of Nursing 
The University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131-1061

I can be reached at (202) 632-1090. 
and your patience.

Thank you for the invitation for Kristine M. Gebbie, National 
AIDS Policy Coordinator, to speak at Association of Nurses in 
AIDS Care Nursing Faculty Development Institute on June 18, 1994 
in Indianapolis, IN. Your request is under consideration and I 
will contact you approximately sixty (60) days before your event 
to confirm whether or not Ms. Gebbie is available.

Also note that Ms. Gebbie is considering a trip to New Mexico for 
the "Juntas in La Lucha, Together in the Struggle" conference in 
late-March (probably 24-26). Please let me know as soon as 
possible if you are interested in sponsoring a talk on the campus 
to the university community.

., R.N.
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Dear Ms. Gebbie,
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Barbara Rickert, Ph.D
Associate Professor
Chair, Education Committee, ANAC

I am writing to invite you to be the keynote dinner speaker 
at the Nursing Faculty Development Institute sponsored by the 
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (ANAC). The institute will be 
held in Indianapolis, Indiana, June 16 - 18. We would like you to 
speak on Saturday evening, June 18 on Health Care Policy, Health 
Care Reform and the impact on persons with HIV infection and 
AIDS.

Dept Charga

Telephone *

R.N.

-'«2o=> icfilp
Comments Or>$i<n«1 

Disposition;

In addition to the annual conference held each year, ANAC 
has also sponsored the institute over the past two years for 
faculty from NLN accredited schools of nursing. The goal of the 
institute is to assist nursing faculty members to acquire 
advanced knowledge about HIV/AIDS and to develop a variety of 
teaching strategies for nursing students.

Approximately 150 faculty have attended the institutes. It 
is estimated that these faculty will teach at least 15,000 
undergraduate and graduate nursing students. The institute is 
fulfilling a vital role in preparing faculty to teach about HIV 
infection and care of individuals with AIDS.

Sincerely,

College of Nursing
Albuquerque, NM 87131-1061
(505) 277-4221

1 Location

F«f

■

UNM NURSING ID :505-277-3970 JAN 21’94
Poat-ir brand ..,

Fax Transmittal Memo wn ,
fx.uk . “g,. -Q, c.\GcA-fc

Please let me know at your earliest convenience if you will 
be able to speak at the institute. If Saturday evening, June 18 
is not a convenient date or time, we can certainly be flexible in 
the scheduling. We will be very grateful of your consideration of 
our request.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HINGTO N

January 30, 1994

Dear Ms. Mallette and Ms. Fudge:

Sincerely,

Judy Mallette
Peg Fudge
Chelmsford Community AIDS Task Force
Town Offices
50 Billerica Road
Chelmsford, MA 01824

Thank you for the invitation to attend the "AIDS Awareness 
Celebration Ball" in Chelmsford this past week. Unfortunately, 
my schedule did not permit me to participate. I support your 
work. If I can assist you in the future, please let me know.

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N. 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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January 8, 1994

JAN I 3 1994

Dear Ms. Gebbie,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

^TU^ccctz^

Enclosures

Judy Mallette Peg Fudge
For the Chelmsford Community Aids Task Force

The main purpose of the evening is to bring people together, to build awareness of this 
disease, to promote compassion, understanding and support for people living with AIDS. 
All proceeds will go to local pediatric AIDS programs.

Ms. Kristine Gebbie
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Executive Office of the President
750 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20503

Realizing AIDS education is not the sole responsibility of the school department, the 
Chelmsford Community Aids Task Force was formed. As with many communities like 
Chelmsford, residents do not believe AIDS is a local issue and the reality of this disease 
escapes many of them. Our goals are high. Our work is hard. We are unsure of how 
many we are reaching. And so we turn to you and your presence to help us get their 
attention. We hope you will be able to attend and look forward to your reply.

Enclosed please find two complimentary invitations to The AIDS Awareness Celebration 
Ball, January 28, 1993 at the Radisson Hotel, 10 Independence Drive, Chelmsford, MA 
01824. We would be honored by your attendance.

CHELMSFORD COMMUNITY AIDS TASK FORCE 
Town Offices, 50 Billerica Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824 

(508)250-5243

There is a fracturing among our community members and perhaps a little history will shed 
some light on the importance of your attendance. In April of 1992, sponsored by the 
Chelmsford High School PTO, Suzi Landolphi conducted an assembly for Grades 9-12 on 
HIV/AIDS awareness. After the presentation her message was questioned by some of our 
community members. An Aids Task Force was formed by the Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. Richard Moser, to determine what kinds of HIV/AIDS education programs we should 
offer our students. To make a very long story short, both the assembly and the 
recommendations of the Superintendent's AIDS Task Force are currently subjects of 
lawsuits filed by a few of our community members.



The committee is comprised of volunteers form the Chelmsford Community.

PURPOSE

GOALS

1.

2. Develop a speakers' bureau.

3. Develop a directory of support services.

Develop a program for World-Wide AIDS Awareness Day - December 1993.4.

5.

Develop a mechanism to have Town employees trained in universal precautions.6.

7. Support other agencies and businesses in their endeavors to prevent HIV/AIDS.

Because HIV/AIDS is a serious public health issue, a Chelmsford Community Aids Task 
Force was formed under the direction of the Town Manager.

Develop safety kits for emergency care for cars, classrooms, public offices and 
buildings, etc. to include latex gloves, etc.

This issue is not only a priority of the Town Manager and the Board of Selectmen, but 
also a priority of the Chelmsford Board of Health.

The purpose of the Chelmsford Community Aids Task Force is to aid in the prevention of 
HIV/AIDS by encouraging open communication and by providing information on 
HIV/AIDS to the entire community through lectures, workshops and literature.

CHELMSFORD COMMUNITY AIDS TASK FORCE
Town Offices, 50 Billerica Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824 

(5081250-5243

Develop a library of materials to be placed in different locations in Town for easy 
access.
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Carol Ritter
405 Eve Court 
Bath, PA 18014

Ms. Kristine Gebbie
AIDS Policy Coordinator
The White House
750 17th St.
Suite 1060
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

January 31, 1994

Dear Dr. Remafedi:

youth.

the near future.

coordination.

issues.

Thank you again for writing.

a cl

Gary Remafedi, M.D., M.P.H.
Chair, Adolescent and HIV Policy Workgroup
Director, University of Minnesota Adolescent Health Program
Box 721-UMHC, Harvard & East River
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Our office plans to convene an inter-agency task force on AIDS in 
—- ---- ------- - We hope will help to resolve the need for clear 
linkages such as those you describe through careful planning and

I am also asking that they forward a copy of "The FY 1995 
National Institutes of Health Plan for HIV-Related Research", 
which includes their total plan for HIV research, including

, If you have more specific information about "gaps" in the 
HIV research agenda for adolescents, I would be interested in 
seeing it.

Thank you for your letter concerning an HIV research agenda for 
youth. I am forwarding your letter to the Office of AIDS 
Research at the National Institutes of Health for a response. I 
am asking that they specifically address the issues you raise, 
including the integration of scientific issues related to 
adolescents into the NIH research agenda, and cuts in funding of 
clinical trials for adolescents at the NIAID.

Sincerely,

Kristine Gebbie, RN, MN
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

I would be happy to meet with you or your group to discuss these 
issues. Please contact Steve Lee at my office at (202) 632-1090 
to schedule a meeting. I would also like to suggest that you 
arrange a meeting with the Director of the Office of AIDS 
Research to discuss your concerns.

National Institutes of Health Plan for HIV-Related Research",

youth.
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December 30, 1993

ID]

Dear Ms. Gebbie,

Sincerely,

cc: Carolyn Burr

A PROJECT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE & DENTISTRY OF New JERSEY-NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SCHOOL AND CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF NEW JERSEY.

We that you will assist us by sharing information abut the existing and prospective research agenda for 
youth. For your information, I have attached a list of the members of the work-group; and I will send you a copy 
of a forthcoming report from the group on youth and HIV when it is completed. At an appropriate time in the 
future, we would like to meet with you io discuss issues related to HIV and youth. In the meantime, please 
contact me or David Harvey at the Resource Center if we can provide additional assistance. Thank you for your 
attention.

Gary Remafedi, M.DjM.P.H.
Chair, Adolescent and HIV Policy Workgroup
Director, University of Minnesota Adolescent Health Program
Box 721-UMHC, Harvard & East River
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-626-2820 

15 South Ninth Street
Newark, New Jersey 07107

201-268-8251
800-362-0071
201-485-2752 FAX

Kristine Gebbie, R.N., M.S.N. 
National AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House
750 17th Street, NW
Suite 1060
Washington, DC 20503

The adolescent HIV policy Work-group includes various institutions conducting research and 
demonstration programs on youth HIV issues. The charge is to advise the Resource Center and its constituency 

ir collective experience suggests that 
ibme research programs appear to be 

at odds with legislative mandates for services. For example, the Ryan White Care Act Title IV (which supports 
that pediatric/adolescent HIV demonstration programs) requires that grantees establish linkages with research 
programs, especially clinical trials of experimental therapies; but the trials for adolescents were recently cut by 
NIAID.

On behalf of the adolescent HIV policy Work-group of the National Pediatric HIV Resource Center, 
I am requesting information about the national HIV research agenda for youth. The Work-group is aware that 
a review of HIV research programs at the NIH is underway, and hope that the needs of youth will be considered 
in the planning of all HIV-related biomedical, behavioral, and clinical programs.

/^\°n programs and policies for HIV seropositive and at risk adolescentg^fhn 
( f jthere are major gaps in the research agenda pertaining to youth. Alsoj’sor 

at rvHrlc xirifh lorriclmundufpc fr»r cpn/inpc T7r>r p»vamrJr» Dunn Wkitr

Nvr

1994JAN

900 Second Street, ME 

Suite 211
Washington, DC 20002
202-289-5970
202-408-9520 FAX

National Pediatric

HIV
Resource Center
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HIV POLICY WORKGROUP
NATIONAL PEDIATRICS HIV RESOURCE CENTER

Gary Remafedi, M.D., Chair, Minnesota
Youth & AIDS Projects
University of Minnesota
Adolescent Health Program
428 Oak Grove Street
Minneapolis, MN 55403
612-626-2855
612-627-6819 Fax

Janet Shalwitz, M.D. 
Project AHEAD
Special Programs for Youth
San Francisco Dept, of Public Health
375 Woodside Avenue, Bldg W-l 
San Francisco, CA 94127
415-753-7780
415-753-7759 Fax

Antigone Hodgins 
Project AHEAD
Special Programs for Youth
San Francisco Dept, of Public Health
375 Woodside Ave., Bldg W-l 
San Francisco, CA 94127
415-753-7780
415-753-7759 Fax

Stormy Schevis
Comprehensive Pediatric AIDS Project
Children's Diagnostic & Treatment Center
417 South Andrews Ave.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
305-779-6676
305-547-5562 Fax

Dorothy Mann
Circle of Care Project
Family Planning Council of Southeastern Pennsylvania
260 South Broad Street, Suite 1510 
Philadelphia, PA 19102
215-985-2616
215-732-1252 Fax
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Mike Kaiser, M.D.
Pediatric AIDS Program
Children's Hospital - New Orleans
Kingsley House, 2nd Floor
914 Richards Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
504-524-4611
504-523-2084 Fax

Paul Fitzgerald
Facts Family AIDS Center for Treatment & Support
18 Parkis Avenue
Providence, RI 02907
401-521-3603
401-861-2981 Fax

Donna Futterman, M.D.
Model Comprehensive Health Care Program for Adolescents
Montefiore Medical Center
111 East 210th Street
Bronx, NY 10467
718-882-0023
718-882-0432 Fax

Judith Kahn
Youth & AIDS Projects 
University of Minnesota 
Adolescent Health Program 
428 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403
612-626-2855
612-627-6819 Fax

Tara Dortch
Pediatric HIV/AIDS Health Care Demonstration Program 
University of Alabama @ Birmingham 
Dept, of Pediatrics
Children's Hospital Tower
Suite 654
Birmingham, AL 35294-0011
205-934-4731
205-934-8658 Fax
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Carol Triano
Comprehensive Care 
St. Joseph Hospital 
703 Main Street 
Paterson, NJ 07503
201-977-2547
201-977-8315 Fax

Carolyn Burr
15 South Ninth Street
Newark, NJ 07107
201-268-8251
201-485-2752 Fax

Maria Masi
University of Miami, Adolescent Medicine
P.O. Box 016820
Miami, FL 33101
305-547-5880
305-547-5956


