





THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 20, 1993

Mr. Bennett Balmer
Administrator

Betak Nursing Home

7141 McCallum Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119-2937

Dear Mr. Balmer:

Thank you for your recent letter and its detailed information on your program. [ am
sorry that my schedule did not permit a site visit to Betak on my most recent visit to

Philadelphia.

I would be interested in seeing the program on a future trip to Philadelphia, and have
requested my Scheduler, Steve Lee, to assure that we consider such a visit the next
time I'm in the area.

Best wishes for the holiday and the year ahead.

Sincerely,

._’—"‘J
“\\_/L\ - 4
Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator

ccC: Steve Lee




Bakif <"

7141 McCallum Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119-2937
Telephone: 215-242-5332
Fax: 215-242-3184

December 5, 1993

Ms. Kristine Gebbie

AIDS Coordinator

729 G. Hubert H. Humphrey Building
200 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Ms. Gebbie:

After my telephone discussion with Dr. Lawrence, I was quite
disappointed to hear that you were unable to site visit Betak.
Our facility a skilled nursing and residential personal care home
for people with AIDS is one of four AIDS nursing homes in the
United States.

Located in a residential neighborhood in Mt. Airy, Betak combines
a homelike setting with specialized nursing care. Our residents
come from all walks of life. Their ages have ranged from 23 to
56. Recent reports reveal that, at any given time, as many as
90% of the residents have exhausted their financial resources,
40% would have no other home if Betak didn’t exist (their
alternatives are shelters or the streets), 20% of the residents
are female, and 80% are African-American.

Since opening its doors in January 1992, Betak has provided
residential nursing care for more than 170 men and women living
with AIDS each with a story, a family, and a host of personal and
medical needs. For each resident, Betak staff has tried to live
up to the center’s name, Hebrew for "to trust" or "to lean on."

As a demonstration project, we have shown that by providing
skilled nursing care in a residential setting, our 43-bed
facility can save society $7.4 million each year in government
medical assistance payments and private insurance outlays.

This does not mean, of course, that our costs are completely
offset by government and insurance reimbursements. To the
contrary, this is such a new concept that, until recently, the
state’s medical assistance reimbursement to Betak was based on
the rate for geriatric nursing home care, a far less costly form
of care. Even now, we project that federal and state grants will
cover 70% of our $2.7 million budget for 1993-94. During the
last 20 months we have been able to give raises only after 18
months of service to Betak’s staff. We are fighting the effects
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of AIDS discrimination from people, vendors, professionals,
services and governmental officials. However, we can no longer

fight without financial support. We need your assistance in our
mission.

I sincerely hope that you will choose to find time in your
schedule to visit our facility and hear our needs. I will be
happy to set-up a visit at your convenience. If you have further
questions regarding this letter please contact me.

/%i;Zerely,
[ U |

Bennett Balmer
Administrator

BB:bnm




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 20, 1993

Roland M. Brewer
1212 Spruce Street
Martinsville, VA 24112

Dear Mr. Brewer:

Thank you for sharing your thoughts, and the
articles on safer sex practices. I appreciate
your interest in this challenging issue.
Sincerely,

S G

Kristine M. Gebbie, R.N., M.N.
National AIDS Policy Coordinator



‘Safe sex’ message is disaster in making

By AUSTIN SPRUILL

I AM WRITING in response to re-
cent articles about the use of abstinence-
based curricula in Roanoke County
schools.

Since the early 1970s. our govern-
ment has spent more than $2 billion to
fund programs to promote contraceptives
and ‘‘sale sex" among our teen-agers.
What we have to show for this expendi-
ture is an epidemic of sexually transmit-
ted diseases. Each year more than 20 dif-
ferent such diseases infect 3 million
teen-agers. Syphilis cases are at the high-
est level in 40 years. Of sexually active
teens, 20 percent to 40 percent are infect-
cd with chlamydia, and 30 percent to 50
percent are infected with human papillo-
ma virus that can cause genital warts and
cancer. Add 1o this other problems associ-
ated with sexual promiscuity — abor-
tions, infertility and infected newborns.

The cost of this epidemiic is immea-
surable, both in terms of human suffering
and economic impact. This disaster has
developed while billions have been spent
on comprehensive values — free sex edu-
cation. Unless we come to terms with the
magnitude and consequences of this epi-
demic, sexual promiscuity will continue
unabated. and millions of teens. thinking

they are “safe.” will suffer for the rest of
their lives. Many will die of AIDS.

The only way to practice “*safc sex'" is
to abstain from sexual intercourse until
marriage and then have a monogamous
relationship with an uninfected partner.
Only an abstinence-based approach to the
epidemic of sexually transmitted diseases
will work. To depend on condoms to stem
this epidemic is problematic for the fol-
lowing reasons:

® The reported failure rate for con-
doms in preventing pregnancy is 15 per-
cent to 20 percent. This is due to slippage.
breakage or improper use. Given that the
ability to contract a disease during *‘pro-
tected” intercourse is not limited to a few

days during each menstrual cycle, the fail- -

ure rate in p_rcvcnling_ sexually transmit-
ted diseases is even higher.

B A sperm is 500 times larger than-

the AIDS virus. It has been reported that
the intrinsic voids (i.e.. holes) in latex
condoms are 5 microns. The AIDS virus is
only 0.1 micron. AIDS cases among 14-to
23-year-olds have gone up 72 percent in
the past two years. Given these alarming
findings. how can we ask our youth to
trust his or her life 1o a piece of latex?
Truly. the “'safe sex™ message is a disaster
in the making.

Some say that an abstinence-based

approach is unrealistic'and unworkable.
However. these programs have been suc<
cessful because they show how detrimen-
1al it can be — physically and emotionally
— 10 engage in premarital sex. Not all
teens will adopt this approach, but it must
be encouraged becausc it is the best solu-
tion to this pervasive problem. For those
teens who insist on engaging in premarital
sex, it is imperative that they be given
accurate information about their risks so
that they arc making a truly informed
decision. '

Despite a 20-year effort to educate
our youth about responsible sexual behav-
ior and *'safe sex.” pregnancies, abortions
and sexually transmitted diseases among
our teens have increased significantly.
Distributing condoms will not solve these
problems, and will only lead to a false
sense of security. For the sake of our
children, as well as future generations, we
must support abstinence-based programs.
They teach young people to act responsi-
bly and to show respect for one another,
and we should encourage their use.

Austin Spruill, M.D. , of Roanoke is a
pediatrician.
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11-8-93 ;:Cﬁmmniﬂ
To the Editor: -8-
o the Editor K&'IIIII’

Open letter to President Clinton's National AIDS Policy
Coordinator: NOV 2 6 1953

I am quite concerned about the spread of HIV/AIDS. I take this
method to respond to your response to my letter because I oppose
mediocrity in high places.

Your letter indicates that you, not only, missed the point of
my letter, you are shaky on how HIV is transmitted.

In my letter of 10-13-93, I said, "What I don't like seems to
stem from homosexuals is the inertia to an informed no holds
barred war on AIDS. Some people in power and maybe in the closet
are opposed to disclosure of those infected with the disease.

I'm not talking publication. I'm talking research, tracking

the disease, quarantining if necessary and taking all prudent
steps to prevent the spread of this killer."

To this you replied, "Your comments address the need to contain
the spread of the virus. You indicated, however, that this
should be done by isolating persons living with HIV. HIV/AIDS
is not like other diseases for which quarantine and isolation
have been the traditional methods of containment. HIV is
transmitted by very specific behaviors, not by casual contact."

There is no question that HIV is transmitted by mixing blood,
sexual intercourse as well as some 'specific behaviors.'

The question of casual contact is not referred to in my letter
unless you are further magnifying my reference to '"quarantining
if necessary."

The main thyme of my letter is that privacy is not a right of
those who would knowingly spread HIV.

Up to now, the government has been half-stepping in the war
on HIV. Laboratory or research doctors know what needs to be
done to track HIV. If the government stands behind thenm,
progress can be made.

There is nothing wrong with making and carrying out hard
decisions as long as they are administered fairly.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069



To the Editor: 11-8-93

Here's a case against o0il drilling in Alaska: "Five Indian tribes
in Ecuador intend to sue Texaco Inc. ...charging that the oil
company polluted the country's rain forest by spilling about

71 barrelﬁ of oil a day while pumping up to 250,000 barrels

a day ...

This is from a little item in the Philly Inquirer's Business
Summary section.

If we outlawed petroleum, the above would be a criminal case
rather than civil.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229-2069

To the Editor: 11-8-93

The question is, "Should the head of the Food and Drug
Administration be jailed or placed on the unemployed list?"

There are only two reasons the "FDA OKs drug to raise milk
output;' (1) Payola (2) Stupidity. 1If payola, administrator
should be jailed. We don't need stupid people making life
decisions on our payroll.

There is an honest question on the safety of unnatural processes
like genetic engineering and radiation of foods. To deny
labeling of such foods is almost admitting payola.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069

To the Editor: 11-7-93

George Will on "This Week With David Brinkley" implied that
the world was going to hell because more children are being
born out of wedlock.

George needs to know that men and women have been incompatible
since men quit beating women over the head with clubs. With
more and more women earning their own way now, it only makes
sense that they deal with men as little as possible.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069




~To the Editor: 11-7-93

Hopefully the superconducting super collider is really dead.

Sadly, most of the taxpayers whose money paid for the SSC, have
no idea of its living or dying.

Even more sadly, the people who worked on it or aspired to work
in it have no concept of its reality.

To make a point of reality - I once wrote that it was good that
the SSC was not built in center city Philadelphia. To see the
humor in this, you must know that the SSC was to be a circular
track with a 24 mile diameter. If you were to make city hall
the center of that circle, the circumference would not touch
any part of the city closer than the Northeast Airport which

is about 12 miles from city hall as is Chester to the south
Bromall to the west and past the New Jersey turnpike to the
east.

If that doesn't help you understand how big the SSC track was

to be, forget about trying to comprehend the size of the protons
that were to race around that track at near the speed of light
(186,000 miles per second) and collide. It would take millions
of protons to make up the period at the end of this sentence.

If you are still with me, I am not opposed to man seeking
knowledge. But the SSC is just a big welfare program for the
dummies we sent to college that they might think they were doing
something important. The SSC can't replace the "Cold Wwar" for
providing useless employment. And it might be a bigger bomb
than the explosion of the atom which is made up of protons.

An alternative to fake, dangerous employment of our 'educated'
people would be to give them a welfare check adequate for them
to eat drink and be merry until they are bored enough to do
something constructive like making our planet a better place
to live.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069

To the Editor: 11-3-93

This is my bid for the reward for catching the arsonists, if
there were any, who started the wild fires that are burning
now (11-3-93) in California or have been ignited anywhere in
the last few years.

The "Top Top Secret" agency that receives photos from our many
satellites have the photos and the ability to isolate moving
pictures of anyone who started a fire on, at least, a clear
day. This is true of any event that might be of interest to
anyone.

It is stupid for the U.S. taxpayer to sponsor an agency that
collects these photos and doesn't know how to use them.

It is stupid to call 'secret' technology that is reported on,
at least, public television.

Hezekiah Nickelson

2450 N 16

Phila. PA 19132

1 215 229 2069 —




To the Editor: 11-7-93

Sunday Morning, 10-31-93, I held my nose and watched the House
Minority Whip, Newt Gingrich spread his poison on "Face The
Nation." It gave me night-mares over Sunday night.

Did you know that this Republican from Georgia stands with
President Clinton on NAFTA, and makes no sensible objections

to Clinton's nebulous health care plan? (Birds of a feather
ya know.)

Newt's language on NAFTA the North American Freed Trade Agreement
was much the same as that of an administration spokesman. Since
the multinationals appear to be the beneficiaries of NAFTA,

it seems the multinationals run the prep courses that precede
media interviews. (For the uninformed: No modern-day politician
goes before the media without having been taught his/her ad-
libs in sessions that might consume hours.) The preps can be
attended by any and all of the politician on the multinationals'
payroll. - And yes! Some media people are on that payroll -
This is to insure that the right questions are asked and the
answers are not challenged.

My point here is to warn the public that NAFTA is a big rip-

off sponsored by the worst enemies of the poor and middle-class
people of this country have. Our enemies are the multinationals
and the elected politicians. These enemies of the universe

play games with us to keep us fighting each other while they
amass money and power that they can't handle.

What they are doing to the world is so stupid - impoverishing
the masses and polluting the environment that they must try

to live in. Therefore, these enemies of the universe are their
own worst enemies.

Love! Damn you! Love!

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069

To the Editor: 11-7-93

There is humor in the Philly Inquirer's attempt to jam NAFTA
down our throats.

The 10-31-93 editorial said, sure, many companies have moved

to Mexico and elsewhere to get cheap labor and loose regulations,
but that wasn't due to NAFTA. We should give NAFTA (The North
American Free Trade Agreement) a chance.

I was reminded of one psychic '900 hot line saying they were
the real psychics and the other hot-liners were fakes.

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/Phila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069

To the Editor: 11-7-93

Here's high cause for pessimism: I've got ideas thgthlook like
they might benefit mankind - like- acceptance of hég o
unemployment due to technology the technolggy coul pr?§1CUt

for the unemployeds' needs, high—tecb housing that wou )

down on man's expansion into the habitat of other animals, S,
prohibition of all guns and items of war, and more. Thg:e lt??
have not been put on the table yet. If they have to wai tunduce
the Brady bill is passed, my great grands will baYe to in roh A
my ideas. The Brady bill, which only wants to limit th? purcrz
of guns to possible cool heads, has been on the table for mo

than a decade. That's inertial!

Hezekiah Nickelson/2450 N 16/PHila PA 19132/1 215 229 2069











































alshop Film/Video User Reaction Forrr

Appalshop is afways interested in hearing how its work is being used and received by all its audiences. Please take 2
minutes to share with us your experience of Appalshop film and video.
( ) Purchase () Rental () Preview :

. Title of Film/Video:
Format: ( ) Fim ( ) VHS ( ) 3/4"

3. Date of Showing:

N

4. Where was the film/video shown?

What was the occasion for the showing?

thn

[f vou watched the tape with an audience, describe the auciernce, inciuding the numcer or peopie who viewed the 2z

Whar happened betcre the showing to prepare the audiezce for the Simyvideo?

~1

i 3 5 ' 1 ) Ry :
8. Was there discussion arter the showing” ( ) Yes ( ) No
How did the audience fes! atour the Simvvideo?

10. How did vou fes! about the Sinyviceo? Do vou have suggesticns on hcw 0 use this rage?

lPIease complete back of faora.

" Se

——



User's Name & Title:
Organization:
Department:
Address: <

Phone: FAX:

Areas of Interest/s:

Names and addresses of organizations and individuals who might be interested in receiving a copy of our film/vic.

catalog.

Names and addresses of magazines, periodicals, journals, etc., who might be interested in or would review our wor::

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS:

filtesbury xy’4lsss'st:f—‘-’fi_:__.

Please retnrn tim form 10 Cnmlyn*H.'Siurgll"A'pp lin/de 3,30 -M}!:., tre
{p iy e e kﬁn“{qrmm&m: 606)/633: 1“?‘" 4574672/ FAX (61 655"3”

q
?
i
t‘
i‘
1’
!'\
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/4’ Louis Fink. D.V.M., M.P.H.

Hemispheres Ocezn Lcuth
1980 Sonth Ucean Prive 19 G

Hailandale, Fler:ida 32009

‘ The solution to the AIDS problem wi!l arise the day a simrle,
fTllogicad' ‘Bieare, sven: “cxaz=ys 1déa is.conceived (even to the
disbeiief of the counceiver) and catches the attention of one
open-minded prcponent.

That day will remain i@ the disuvant future*?f raysaycrs hold sway.
Such was the case where navsayers plague Harvey withh Licod
circulation. Auenbrugger with auscultation. Hickman with anesthecsia.

Fasteur with germz aud on and on and on.

The attaciied mav e of intere.t tu you.

Louzis Firk, D. v M., t.[.0.



Hemispheres Jcean South
1980 3outh Ccean Drive IG C

Aailundnle, Florida 3209

My Tyiowm, Dr. 501 Havel recently retired Xrom a leng practice ¢cf veterinar
medicine. I retirsd Ib years agu. We oJten reminisce about scheci cays at ..czurs

and #zaduvation in 937 4

dol has a betier memory but I concur about a strange event repezted zeversl “imes
in the Sn2ll Animal Clinic: whenever a deg was presented for trouma trcaiment with
cevere flesh and zone wounds, we nsed ether ancctheczia, one orf ihe few availeilc

at that *ine ,

e~

t several occuiionc theuse young dogs wersc involved wilh canine disismper, 2 vires

G

discase which has high moriality and/or lu:g morbidily rates. & otserved, soms of
- ] - v 2 -~ .

s, thzt these dogs weuld recover {rom distemper tefore healing frem surgziw wounds

Thoe questiion remzing, did the etiher ancezthecia have anything tc do  with <he

2 !

Jitpetivasiion pe the dbstdspes vitine 20 de belliove i1 alid !

Iz the 2bove is valid, the zane eflect may be expected for AilS. Thi:s zary e the

answer the unferzunates are waiting for., Since other anezthesiz is still :uzed,

wi i

Trior ayproval Zrom DA would not be neceszars .

A large nuaber of revolutionary advances in usceicnces were firust observez in

corendipitcous events and the wild iuen of the astute olucrver .

icspectiully,

Louis rink D.7.5. M.2.H.
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THE SALK NG

23 PFebruary 1990

Dr. Louis Fink

llamispheres Oueanr Sauth
1990 South Czean Brive 19 G
HolZandale, Florida 33007

Dezr Dozter Fink:

Thank you very mueh for your lerier of 15
pPass on your suggastions o thosz working

be infected with the simiaa ALDS virus, to sca
ested in tecting vour hvpcthesis. This zcyld be a icre
doing so0 in humane.

direec:z way to answer the quesczion than to

February,

Thare is a diffcrence amengnt viruses—--<ome are ceil-freo
others cell-associated. UHIV is one of the latter an’ inr

reacon difficult to destzsy zocrally, Moreover,
macerial is pare of the noaz's cellular DA,

All of this is by way of saying zhat the idea o
in vivo is unlikelyr.

Sincerely,

o G

Jongs Salk

Pand (200 Baon 264500 Saa heen, Lalddoenna 92, 38 G 200 o Towprang Gl

PRV MLy Al TANEAST . N

tie vivus

S

L iRl
mSnkdr s Whioidion
any are intzes
Tapad &l
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February 20, 1990

Louis Fink, D.V.M., M.P.H.
Hemispheres Ocean South
1980 South Ocean Drive, 19G
Hallandale, FL. 33009

Dear Dr. Fink:

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your thoughtful letter of February
12, 1990. The observations on the dogs with canine distemper are
fascinating. The possibility that an agent such as cther which would ke
very effective in extracting lipids from the viral coats could have application
under some circumstances, or at least that is the way it seems to me.
There is some precedent for using this principle in AIDS research. One of
the mechanisms of action of dextran sulfate may be its ability to extract
cholesterol from the coat of HIV. This may be one of the mechanisms that
interferes with propagation of HIV infections in susceptible cells.

I appreciate your thoughts.

i

Sincerely yours,

’l
Cliat. Antfias=te
Charles H. Kirkpatrick, M.D.

Staff Physician
Department of Medicine

Professor of Medicne
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center

CHK:ph



March 19, 1991

Louis rink, D.v.M., M.P.H.
Hemistheres Ocean South

1960 South Oc2an Drive (19G)
Eallandale, Florida 33009

Dear Dr. Tink,

Thank vyou for your letter and interesting idca. I pove

-

-
I
-

vour letter on to Dr=. Jon Gold and Bruce Polcky who are inveol-:

studying anti-HIV agents.

Sincerely yours, .
L

s .

! . . /

w T T peddt 5 ;,L-.'-/ {ei

- - e &

Donald Armstrong, M“.D.

Cliief, Infectious Discase Service
Director, Microbiology Laboratory
Memorial Sloan-Rettering Cance:s Ccnter

Profeucor of Medicine
Cornell University Medical College
(2k2) 629-7809
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DIVISION OF PEDIATRIC
IINFECTIOUS DISEASES

-CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY

(501) 370-1417/370-2922

Terry Yamauchl, M.D.
Protessor & Vice Chairman
Ceparanent of Podsatrics
Chici, Infectious Discases

Russc!l W. Stecle, M.D.
Prefessor
Chief, limmunology

Richard Jacoby, M.D.
Assiniate Mrofessor

Crogory L Kearns, Pharm. D.

Associate Trofcesor

Dale Tabor, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Thomas G. Wel's, M.D.
Assistant Professor

Mancy L Craviford, R.N.
Infectious Diswase
Spwialty Nurse

Annctte Shirrell, R.N.
Pediatrie Nurse Practitioner

Sherry Furr, RN,
Infextion Control
Fractitioner

Paula G, Stracener. RN,
Qlinical Pharmacolegy
Rescarch Nurse

300 Marshall St., Litlle Rock, AR. 72202-3551

February 21, 1990

Louis Fink, M.V.M. M.P.H.
Hemisphares Ozz2an Scuth
1980 South Oczan Drive 19G
Hallandale, FL 33009

Dear Dr. Fink:

Thank you for ycur letter regarding ether
anesthesia. You might remember that at one tirmc
ether was also considerecd in the trcatment of oxrzl

herpes simplex infections. Many viruses are ino.m
to be ether-sensitive.

Than)k you also for the news~clippings as well.

Sincerely,

<;2&¢¢b t]anzu‘é(; Mo/ e
Terry Yamauchi, M.D.
Professor and Vice-Chairman

Department of Pediatrics
Infectious Diseases

TVYeice '

Dcpartment of Pediatrics
University  of Arkansas for Medical Scicnces
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SEANNIE
i

12/7/93
Dear Dr. Gebbie:

Please send me a copy of

f your article:

"You, Me, or Us -
Prevention and Hdalth
Promotion"
published in Amer J
Prev Med
9/5 (SEP-OCT 1993)

p.321-323

DEC | 4 1993
J.P. MEYER md

| Thank You

j ‘REQUEST-A-PRINT*®

[ X GEBBIE
1060
TT()' 750-17TH NW

Author: Please use this adhesive label to mail
requested material. Requested by:
J.P. MEYER md
I.N.R.S. BP 27
Av de Bourgogne
54500 Vandoeuvre
FRANCE

)

>0 !Institute for Scientific Information®
== 3501 Market Street. Philade!phia. PA 19104 U.S.A.

|

WASHINGTON,DC 20500 USA

































































































































































































