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INDICTMENT q

We, the members of James 1:27, a Committee bearing Christian witness to the
grievances of persons persuaded by Charles E. Blair to invest money in Life Center, Inc.
and/or the Charles E. Blair Foundation, do indict and charge Charles E. Blair, personally
and as agent and Pastor of Calvary Temple Church of Denver, Colorado with wrongful
acts in violation of Christian moral standards and practice, to-wit: |

I That in his activities concemed with Life Center, Inc. and the Charles E.
Blair Foundation, he dealt unfairly with other people’s money;

II. That, since he was convicted of securities fraud for his activities with Life [l
Center, Inc. and the Charles E. Blair Foundation, he has lied, and continues to lie about
the nature of his wrongs;

I0I. That, in connection with the repayment of investors, he has made false
promises, to-wit:

A. he promised that "every gift" received in a fund raising project
would be used to pay "distressed investors”, but diverted $600,000 of $1,800,000 raised to
other purposes; and

B. when settling the lawsuit brought by the investors as a result of this
diversion, he promised that he would not stop with the payment of the agreed settlement
figure, but that he would repay all the investors all that was owed and unforgiven; and

IV.  That, by his conduct and through his broken promises he has abused the old,
the sick and the poor; and, finally,

V. That these wrongs, committed by a Christian Pastor in the name of a
Christian Church, have inflicted injury upon the cause of Christ in our community.

We make these charges to the Christian Community in the spirit of Matthew 18:15-
17:

"If your brother should do wrong against you, go and show him his fault
privately; in case he listens, you have won your brother. In case he does not
listen, take one or two along, so that from the testimony of two or three
witnesses, the whole dispute may be settled. If he refuses to listen to them,
tell the church, and if he will not listen to the church, treat him like a pagan
and a tax gatherer."”

Dated: June 7, 1993.

—




BILL OF PARTICULARS

In the early 1970’s, through Calvary Temple Church and the Charles E. Blair Foundation, Blair created the
Life Ceater, Inc., a Christian Nursing Home. He raised more than $23 million dollars for that purpose.
To raise s0 large a sum, he appealed to Christians in Colorado and across the nation. . In widely circulated
brochures,' he represented his scheme as “God’s plan for prosperity® and proclaimed that “God will never
go baakrupt.”

In 1974, Calvary Temple Church, the Life Center and the Foundation did "go bankrupt®. Charles E. Blair
was their president. He obtained a discharge of the debts of Life Ceater and the Foundation. Whea the
assets of Life Ceater and the Foundation were liquidated, sold and distributed among the creditors, only
15% of the investor’s principal was returned. None saw a dime of interest. The Church paid all its debts
with interest, but accepted no responsibility for those of Life Ceater or the Foundation.

In 1975, Charles E. Blair was charged with cniminal fraud for his role in the Life Ceater matter. In 1976,
he was convicted on 17 counts of fraud. He was givea probation because the senteacing judge believed the
only chance for the investors® recovery lay in Charles E. Blair’s ability to raise money to repay them.

But, he did not repay. In 1981, a group of these victims, with a few others to bear witness, created the
James 1:27 Committee. They contacted Charles E. Blair and some Elders who refused to hear them. They
presented their claim to the Deaver branch of the Christian Coociliation Service of Deaver [*C.C.S."), an
organization created to fulfill Matthew 18:15-17.

The claim submitted to C.C.S. was based on Christian duty, not secular law. James 1:27 insisted that,
despite the legal discharge in bankruptcy, Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church owed a Christian
duty to repay Life Ceater investors to the utmost of their ability. Evea though appearance before C.C.S. is
not mandatory, Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church voluntarily participated. They were
represented by counsel. They argued that the civil law discharged both their legal and Christian
obligations. They offered witnesses in their behalf, and they participated in extensive hearings held
intermittently over several months. The hearing panel included Rev. Louis Montecalvo and two Christian
lawyers, Ron Baird and William H. ReMine, III.

A judgment was made:? Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church owed a Christian duty to repay

which could not be discharged by secular courts. The panel rejected Blair's claim that his convictions
rested on the technical grounds. It noted the Court had found that "the evideace was overwhelming that
Pastor Blair had knowingly directed or allowed the misrepresentations to be made®. It concluded that the
injury "in the Body of Christ" . . . has persisted because his attitude has been to consider his own personal
responsibility as less grave, less significant in degree, than it actually is. . . . What we see in the history of
Pastor Blair’s involvement in Life Ceater is a patterp of dealing unfairly with other people’s money. "

The panel called upon Charles E. Blair to "make public acknowledgmeat to the church so that the offender
may be publicly forgiven and restored by the church.” It noted that “so long as the investors of Life Ceater
have not been repaid, it remains unfinished business. It affects the Body of Christ as a whole.” It found,
however that "any attempt at restitution without public confession and forgiveness would be unsuccessful,
both spiritually and financially. "

The injured investors were told they should first present their claims to the Elders of Calvary Temple
Church. "Only if you cannot be heard by the elders should you consider bringing the matter before the
church in another way."




James 1:27 first took the C.C.S. judgment to the Board of Elders of Calvary Temple Church. Their claim
was refused. The church simply repeated the position C.C.S. had already rejected, that there was no
obligation to repay. Thereafter, James 1:27 began to take its claim, through the secular press, to "the body
of Christ® in the Deaver area,

That was when *Second Mile” was bomm. “Second Mile* was a fund drive, conducted by Calvary Temple
Church, which was intended to repay the principal amount owed to all investors in Life Ceater who chose
not to forgive the debt. Before it began, J. Allan Petersen, a friend of Charles E. Blair’s, who conceived
the campaign, wrote and asked every investor to forgive all or a portion of what was owed. Many did so.

The name “Second Mile" underscores the position of Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church that
there was no obligation to repay. In Scripture, Jesus was asked about the legal obligation imposed on Jews
in Palestine to walk a mile to assist Romans to carry burdens. He exhorted them not only to walk the
required mile, but a "second mile” beyond legal obligation.

Promineat Christian leaders were organized in Colorado and National "Committees of Concern®. They leat
their names and reputations to the Second Mile drive to help those who were injured by the failure of a
church spoasored business enterprise. No doubt they also wished to give a Chnistian pastor and his church
an opportunity to achieve reconciliation with disaffected and embittered Christians,

The names of Committee members were printed in a "Second Mile® brochure which also listed 787
“footprints” each of which represented an investor who had beea unable or unwilling to forgive the debt.
The total of these claims was $3,924,000. The brochure expressly promised that "every gift will be used in
its entirery for the Second Mile projecs . . ."

That promise was broken. Of $1,800,000 raised, $600,000 was not paid to investors®, but was kept by the
church, used to pay church bills, or was paid to insiders, including evea Charles E. Blair who had not
forgivea his claim as an investor and who left his numbered claim on the list where it competed with the
sick and the poor.

Several investors filed the suit which eventually became a class action. They claimed that nearly $600,000
was a theft from a trust, and asked triple damages as allowed theft victims in Colorado statutes.

Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church claimed that "Second Mile" monies were not received in
trust, but could be used by them in any manner they chose. There was a trial of that issue before Hon.
James Flanigan who ruled that "Second Mile" monies were received in trust for the benefit of class
members, i.e. those who held unforgivea claims against Life Ceater or the Foundation. A trial date was set |
at which it was to be determined whether Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church had breached that
trust, and whether they had committed theft.

Unfortunately, that trial never took place. The case was settled after Calvary Temple Church made an offer
to pay $700,000, $500,000 of which was to go to investors and $200,000 to pay legal fees and other
expenses of litigation. The offer was circulated among class members and, before the ballot, Charles E.
Blair and members of his family, called several class members to assure them he would continue working to
pay the unpaid balance in full, not merely the $700,000 to settle the suit. He announced the same in the
public press. After the settlement, he confirmed his commitment on his weekly television show.




The class voted 2-1 to accept the Church’s offer. Since approximately $1,800,000 was unpaid at time of
settlement, and $500,000 was paid to investors, about $1.3 million in unpaid principal is still due to Life
Ceater investors. Many of those to whom this money is owed are old, poor and in need.*

After Calvary Temple Church paid the final installment of a $700,000 court settlemeat Charles E. Blair
announced, in The Calvary Temple Times, that God "has allowed us to see the legal obligations of the past
ended; and now every dollar . . . every ounce of our eaergy . . . can finally be poured totally and
exclusively into ministry. Praise God, we're fres . . . We're finally free!”

Those statemeots deay the obligation found by C.C.S. and break Charles E. Blair’s express promise made
at the time the law suit was settled, that the eatire remaining $1.8 million of principal invested would be
repaid.

Charles E. Blair and Calvary Temple Church have the capacity to repay. In 1985, before "Second Mile”
was organized, Blair wished to trade the church’s land at 200 South University in Deaver for 31 acres in
the Deaver Tech Ceater and to undertake a multi-million dollar fund raising effort to build a much larger
Church at the new facility.® At that time, some Elders balked because of the obligations owed to Life
Ceanter investors. In 1991, whea the law suit was settled, Calvary Temple represented to attorneys for
plaintiffs that the value of the 200 University site was “at least $10 million dollars, and that the debts
against it amounted only to a few hundred thousands. While some distressed investors have been living in
want and privation as shown by excepts from the “Second Mile" sermons of Petersen and Blair attached,
Charles E. Blair has been living in a manner befitting the CEO of a major corporate eaterprise. He has
travelled the world extensively. His every need is provided, generously, by Calvary Temple Church.
Whea he took the $2,300 from Second Mile contributions, he defended himself by claiming that he did not
bave to steal to get $2,300 because, if he had asked for it, the Church would have givea it to him. That is
true, and it makes taking the money, ahead of the truly needy, even more appalling. He bas, moreover, the
capacity to raise money.® The $700,000 paid pursuant to the settlement was raised outside and in addition
to the budget of the Church without impacting its ministry. Finally, Blair himself called these unpaid
obligations "the shadow that has been cast across the cause of our Savior’s name, and our church.” Itis
fair to ask: "What aspect of his *ministry’ is more important than removing the shadow cansed by his own
criminal misconduct?” Blair operated a "Ponzi" scheme.” Whea you refuse to repay those whom you have
cheated, to whom can you minister?

We are concerned that the use of the facilities at Calvary Temple Church by prominent Christian
clergymen, lay leaders and organizations implicitly includes that Church and its Pastor in the whole
Christian Church, the Body of Chnst. Ironically, for example, the Promise Keepers, an organiastion of
Christian men who join together to strengthea their commitments to wives and family, met in the Church.
Whea a Promise Keeper speaks from the pulpit of s0 promineat a promise breaker, it confuses the whole
Church. Given Matthew 18:15-17, the judgment of the Christian Conciliation Service, the judgmeats of the
secular courts, and the broken promises and commitmeats of Charles E. Blair, we believe that he must be
treated as a "pagan” and not as a Brother in Christ, and that his Church, which shares in his wrongs, must
be shunned as outside the Christian fellowship.

Given the facts that the still distressed investors are victims of the criminal fraud of Charles E. Blair, and
that Blair and his Church have the ability to repay them, we call for the public repentance and restitution
which the Christian Conciliation Service felt was esseatial to his restoration to the Body of Chnist.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

We ask that you, as a Christian, join the James 1:27 Committee to demand that Charles E. Blair and
Calvary Temple Church, through its Elders, answer the charges made herein, or "make public
acknowledgmeat to the church” that Charles E. Blair, acting for Calvary Temple Church, knowingly
represented investinents in Life Center enterprises as safe and gecure at a time whea he knew the
representation to be untrue. We ask that you join in the demand of James 1:27, based on the judgmeat of
the Chnistian Couociliation Service and the promises of Charles E. Blair that the Church renew its
commitmeat to restors the principal invested to all who have requestad repayment.

We ask, specifically, that you sign the enclosed James 1:27 letter to Charles E. Blair and the Elders and
send it to him with whatever personal additions you may wish to make. We ask that you join us by
returning the eaclosed post card to James 1:27. We take our name from the following Scripture: “Pure and
undefiled religion in the sight of God the Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their troubles
and to keep oneself undefiled from the world." By joining us, you participate in a Christian demand for
justice for defranded investors so that the whole Church, the Body of Christ, remains "undefiled in the
world.*

Sincerely, in Christ,

Katherine Buggert, Julia Castle, Bob Wright, Ph.D., Fred and Alice Hildebrand, Mary Murphy

A coaplete copy of ono such brochure is attachod.

The complete text of the Christian Coaociliation judgment is attached.

A summary of payments made 10 persons or institutions who were not "distressod wvesiors® is attachod.

Excerpts of sermons of J. Allan Petersen and Charies E. Blair during the "Second Mile® fund drive are stiached.

See Denver Pog article of October 27, 1985, atiached.

There has never been a question of ability to repay, but only of will. Swdy the remarks of Glen Keller, the Bankruptcy Judge, about
Blair’s efforts 1o miise mooey which are quoted extensively in the Christian Concilistion Service report attached. Note, also, in the same
documnct that the only reasog Blair was spared from jail for his crimes was the trial judge's belief that he could and would repay the
investors.

A classical financial fraud named after a 1920's swindler in which, in the absence of any earuings, interest due on older investmrts
is paid from the proceeds of new ooes. See the Christian Coociliation report.
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Why is it that, instinctively, man wants to prosper?
| believe this urge is part of our “likeness and image

of God.” It is God's nature to be prosperous, so it is
our nature {0 want.10.altain prosRenty,

Prosperjtv is a Divine_idea, The Devil knows only
how to pervert and destroy prosperity. God is the

author of prosperity; Satan, of the “poverty pro-

gram.” Poverty is part of the curse of sin. There will
come a time when Satan will be bound, and poverty

and misery will be replaced by peace and prosperity.

So, to begin, we need to have the proper Perspective

on Prosperity. PERSPECTIVE
ON PROSPERITY

As we scan the sacred pages, there emerges no doubt
that a prosperous God wants His children to be
prosperous.

*’Let the Lord be magnified,

which hath pleasure in the

prosperity of His servant.”

(Psa. 35:27)

*Both riches and honor come
from Thee.” (1 Chron. 29:12)

*“And his (Joseph's) master
(Potiphar) saw that the Lord
was with Him and that the
Lord made all he did to
prosper.” (Gen. 39:3)

e
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riches: He condemned the rich for failing to obey
God's laws. -

If God's law of prosperity is to operate in our lives,
we_must believe thatitis God's wilLforustg prosper.
“But without faith it is
impossible to please Him."
(Heb. 11:6)
It is required that faith be expressed even in the most
mundane actions. When one drives a car down the
street, he is putting faith in the mechanic who ser-
viced it.
Someone has said: “If your mind can conceive it and
believe it, you can achieve it.” Yes, faith is a power- —
“Tul torce. But God's Taw of prosperity demands that
our faith be directed toward Him and His Word. This
is the only kind of faith that guarantees success.

lnthe parahle of the talent ised nfs_
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Reliance upon one’s native ability, or intellect, or
clever hands is not enough.

APPROPRIATING
PROSPERITY

Appropriating Prosperity requires an active faith in a
living God. Let the roots of your faith sink deep into
the promises of God. We can compare this faith with
the confidence that we express in a reliable mail order
company. We select the items we want from the cata-
log, place an order, and in a few days receive a con-
firmation stating that the items will be mailed within
a certain number of days. Then we look forward to
arrival.

“And if we know that He hears
us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him.” (1 Jn. 5:15)

Perhaps this attitude was best expressed by one of

our Sunday School boys. His teacher had asked for

requests for prayer and then added, “We ought to

pray for your daddy, Tommy. He's sick, isn't he?”’
Tommy, with a reproving look answered, “No, we

dont need to pray for him; | have already prayed,
and he’s going to get well.”

The writer of Deuteronomy says,

*’But thou shalt remember the
Lord thy God; for it is He that
giveth thee power to get wealth.”

God is not only the source of power, but he gives
His children power to become successful. Is God inter-
ested in the world of business? Even some Christians
doubt that He is concerned with their bank accounts
or material assets. However, the testimony of God's
Word clearly states:

"] am the Lord thy God which
teacheth thee to profit,_whi
leadeth the ay that
thou shouldst go."” (Isa. 48:17)

For this reason, | suggest that you invite_God into
your business and be Partners in Prosperity.

PARTNERS
IN PROSPERITY

when you consider tha is the source of any
ability or wealth t it
only_makes se 0 controls over to Him.

S—




It makes good business sense to make Him the senior
partner, since He is the more qualified one to be the
head of the business.

Yes, God cares about you and your business, and
this interest is born out of the loving heart of a father
who would see us prosper. He wants to teach us to
prosper.

What reassurance!-To know that the omnipotent,
omniscient God stands ready to take the helm of our

lives and share this wisdom with us.

As | look back over my life in God's service, it is easy
to recognize the occasions when | took time to dis-
cuss decisions with my senior partner. When | waited
for His approval, things turned out for the good. But
when | took the attitude that | knew what was best
or acted hastily, ‘'you can imagine the outcome.

God-Who has all knowledge and wisdom—sees around
the bend in the road. From His lofty position He
knows what is impossible for me to know. | failed,
not because He wanted me to fail, but simply be-
cause | did not ask or wait for His instructions. | had
to learn total surrender. | had to learn the impor-
tance of Divine Direction.

DIVINE DIRECTION

“In all thy ways acknowledge Him
and He shall direct thy paths.”
(Prov. 3:6)

It is ours to acknowledge and God's to direct. But
continuous direction requires continuous acknow-
ledgment. |f we want guidance in all our ways, we
must acknowledge Him in all our ways.

Businessmen, experiencing difficulties and reversals,
are prone to ask: “Does God have a plan for my life?
Can a big God think about little me?”

No man has ever failed who waited until he heard
God's voice and then followed. Study the life of
faithful, trusting Joseph and you will be convinced
that God wants to direct every detail of your life.

Prosperity, like all Biblical truths, has its own in-
herent laws that make it work. Almost everything in
life has its “how to.”” Even games have rules. It is very
important, then, to be aware of the Principles of

Prosperity. PRINCIPLES
OF PROSPERITY

You can’t trample on the rights and feelings of others,

—

charge high prices for shoddy merchandise, and at
the same time expect God to bless your business. The
Apostle Paul says, “Provide things honest in the

sight of all men.” We need to be men of inieguty
it he i ST11S1 e_tax rptugn

or in bysiness and social relationships..

Obeying the Golden Rule is fundamental to Godly
prosperity.

Ali things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.” (Matt. 7:12)

This is just another way of saying,

“Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good.”
(Rom. 12:21)

The Christian is charitable, humble, forgiving. He
takes to heart the words of Paul:

*“Bless them which persecute
you: bless, and curse not.
Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them
that weep.”

Can you love a competitor, especially one who makes
life difficult for you? Yes, you can pray for him, antl
God will fill your heart with good will toward that
man.

Then there’s diligence. Being a Christian business man
is a fulltime job. It requires hard work, sacrifice, and
service. But if one follows the rules of prosperity,
prosperity will follow.

Henry Drummond said, “No man can be making

much of his life who has not a very definite concep-
tion of what he is living for.” Having a specific goal to
work toward concentrates effort and serves as a
means of evaluation. Paul set a definite goal:

“This one thing | do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things
which are before, | press toward
the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
(Phil. 3:13-14)

History tells us that the men and women who have
led mankind around some crucial corner or who have
achieved success, have always been those whose lives
are controlled by certain goals.

But the Christian who is in partnership with God is
setting God-Given Goals.




GOD-GIVEN GOALS

This requnres much prayer. Someone may say: | dpnt

50 will help me.” This is neither divine guidance

nor common sense. Jesus sai
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build 2 tower.sitteth not down-ticsty
~and counteth the costwhetherme—

anlv after he hath lajd 2 foundation,

—TCuke 14: 28-30)

Yes, God may lead you into a business venture which
requires a great deal of faith, but be sure it is God’s
leading and not just your enthusiasm.

While this is an invitation to prosperity, we cannot
bypass the area of Priorities.

PRIORITIES

Material success must not be an end in itself. As
Christians, our primary purpose is to glorify the
heavenly Father, and this requires putting God and

His kingdom first. Jesus came to correct our priorities.

He taught:

’So don’t worry at all about having
enough food and clothing. Don‘t be
like the heathen. They take pride in
these things and are deeply concerned
about them. But your heavenly Father
already knows perfectly well that you
need them. And He will give them to
you gladly if you put Him first in your
Life.” (Matt. 6:30 - 33 L.G.)

Materialistic priorities will terminate at the grave,

whereas laying up treasures in heaven will pay eternal
dividends. Christ said that we could fulfill our passion
for possessions by making fortunes for the future, for
we are children of eternity. !f our material success is

earth-oriented, then we are shortsighted investors.

Jesus said,

*Make your future by storing it in

a place where it will greet you at the
dawning of a new morning when the
whole earth has passed away."

God s interests must always be first. Adyancing the,

i m of es priority; business and personal
interests are se;gndarx

Proper priorities will automatically lead to Divine

"™ DIVINE DIVIDENDS

"Give, and it shall be given to you,
good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over
shall men give into your bosom.”
(Luke 6:38)

Here is a law of the Kingdom of God: Christ-like
giving does bring abundant returns. We simply cannot
outgive God. This giving~receiving principle is a con-
tinuous cycle. Recognizing this, the Apostle Paul
encouraged his fellow Christians to be generous.

He which soweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly, and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully.” (11 Cor. 9:6)

In view of the fact that tithing was instituted 700
years before the Law was given, the Christian con-
tinues to tithe, but it is rather difficult for me to
believe that the New Testament Church gave less than
the tithe. They were to give propomonately in ratio
to their income.

“Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him in
store as God hath prospered him."”
(I Cor. 16:2)

Christ taught a gospel that is not restricted by law, it
goes “the second mile,” it gives liberally and cheer-
fully. If our giving is motivated by love, then the
legalistic tithe will not be enough to satisfy our desire
to give to our Master. Prove God now!

Late one evening a few years ago, | drove up to the
top of Pikes Peak with some friends to watch the sun
rise the next morning, | had been told by many of the
beauty of that sunrise and the breathtaking view. But
as we drove up the winding road | wondered if it was
really worth the trip. At 2:45 the next morning,
when the sun rose from the eastern horizon and | per-
sonally experienced the sunrise, there was no longer
any doubt. How true it is that there are some things
in life which you just cannot explain adequately
with words; they must be illustrated or experienced.

~ Tithing is minimum giving, Tithing is legalistic giving

and can often be done grudgingly, but God wants you
to enjoy high level giving—"Spontaneous Giving.” He
wants you to have Prosperity Plus.



PROSPERITY PLUS

Spontaneous giving is the result of a push from within,
rather than of a pull from without. Webster says that
spontaneity means "‘a voluntary action, arising with-
out external constraint or stimulus, controlled and
directed internally.” In other words, spontaneous
giving is the result of an inward compulsion; it does
not consider the worthiness of the recipient. Have
you ever considered that no man has ever lived who
deserved God's love.

The wilderness tabernacle (worth several million
dollars) was literally built with “spontaneous giving.”
Their only instructions were to bring their offerings
with “willing hearts,” and you recall that there was
more than enough.
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: _\d T ulgu..ﬂpujfjlldlu;!luq.au 133 1et
glvmgl

A _well-balanced conception of prosperity includes
stewardship. Every Christian knows that he is not his
own, that he is God-created and blood-bought. Every-
thing he is and has is the Lord’s. It is God’s money

that he handles, and

is required in stewards that a
n be found faithful r.4:2)

God has set a high premium on faithfulness.
Here are some of the elements of Responsible
Prosperity:

RESPONSIBLE PROSPERITY

A steward must be faithful in the use of his time and
talents. Each of us has the same amount of time at
our disposal. You don‘t “find”" time for God, you
take” the time. Make up your mind that you will
attend the scheduled services of your church, “not
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as
the manner of some is.” Be an active member; serve
in some way. No service will go unrewarded.

“*And whosoever shall give you a cup

of water to drink in my name shall

not lose his reward.” (Matt. 9:41)
Be willing to give your time, your services, and your
_money. | do not believe’ that God blesses us with
prosperity so that we may heap to ourselves increas-
ing luxuries. He gives us prosperity so that we may
use it to bless mankind. One day our Lord shall! re-
turn and we shall all stand before Him to give an
account of our stewardship. God grant that we shall
all hear the words, “Wel! done, thou good and faith-
ful servant.” (Matt. 25:21)
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Pastor Charles E. Blair

Calvary Temple

200 South University

Denver, Colorsdo 80209

Katherine Buggert Julia Castie-Wright

300 West B-C Street 141 South Reed Court
Apartmem 210- Lakewood, Colorado 80226
Cesper, Wyoming 82601

Fred and Alice Hildebrand Mary W. Murphy

10700 Weet 26th Avenus 8787 West Alameda
Lakewood, Coloredo 80215 Apartment 331

Lakewood, Coloredo 80226
Dear Feilow Christians:

As you know, we have met with you at your request during the pest seven months to assist you in reconciling with
one another over the Life Center matter. We eccoepted your invitation becsuse of our committment to God’s Word as found in
Matthew 18:15-17; Matthew 5:23-24; Luke 17:3-4; and | Corinthians 8:18. Our purpose, and yours as well, hes been to obey
God’s Word as you seek to restore unity and.fellowship in the Body of Christ. Just as each of you has sought to be responsive
to the Word in this matter, so have we.

it is our conclusion, however, that further meetings between the parties will not bring about the reconciliation
commanded in God’s Word. We have an obligation as " withesses” to set forth our observations, and we are doing so In the
esamest hope of prompting a change in the present deadlock — to the honor and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE MEDIATION PROCESS

Our participation has been in the context of Matthew 18, where Jesus established the method of resolving disputes
and moral wrongs within the church, in verses 15-17, He seid:

And if your brother sins {agsinst you), go and reprove him in privste; if he listens to you, you have won
your brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of
two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. And if he refuse’s to listen to them, tell it to the
church; end if he refusee to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.
(NASB).

This is & three-staged proceas which, when not reconciled within either of the first two stages, must be "told to the church”
ond dealt with there. The ministry of the Christian Concilietion Service is to provide capable, neutral third parties wbo will
act as mediators and witnesses in this process.

Our involvement began at the invitation of: (a) Fred end Alice Hildebrand. an elderly couple who had invested in
Life Center; (b) Mary Murphy, who sat in as representative of Katherine Buggert, an elderly widow in Wyoming who had
invested in Life Center; and (c) Julia Castie-Wright, who sat in as representstive of a student who was relying on the returns
from Life Center investments to help pay for college. Their grievance is against Charles Blair, who was the central figure in
Life Center st its inception and while its investment eecuritiee were being sold. Life Center filed bankruptcy in 1974,

Because of the importance of the issues, 8 mediation panel waes brought together by Dr. Ron Bard, executive
director of the Christian Conciliation Service of Denver. Serving with him have been Willism ReMine and Pastor Louis
Montecalvo, wbo are not members of the Christian Conciliation Service but who were selected beceuse of their backgrounds
as an attomey and as 8 pastor of an inter-denominationel church.

Pastor Blair cooperated in giving his time freely to the medistion process. He also was able to bring others to one
of the early meetings to provide information on the finsncial history of Life Center. Mrs. Buggert was sble to attend
personally at one of the later meetings, which wes significant if true reconciliation were to occur. Unfortunately, the student
was unable to attend any of the meetings.

We want to emphasize, as we have throughout, that our role is that of mediators, not arbitrators. This is
not a legal proceeding. our efforts are not designed to result in a legally binding decision, but to bring the parties together



voluntarily. More importantly, we ere not concerned with the question of legal liability for the problems surrounding Life
Center. Our focus is on the morel and spirituel issues as they afiect the parties and the Body of Christ.

POINTS OF CONFLICY

From the standpoint of the Hildebrands and the others, the issue is twofold. First, they feel Pastor Blair should
acknowledge and confess responsibility for the financial harm suffered by the investors of Life Center. They see this es an
issue touching them individually and affecting the Body of Christ as a whole. Pastor Blair wes convicted of securities fraud in
19786. His book The Msn Who Could Do No Wrong (written with John Sherrill) admits his responsibility, but only to a
degree. it acknowledges that the methods used to promote the sale of Life Center securities were the methods of the world
and that he overiooked the importance of God’s method end timing in pursuing the vision of Life Center. (See pages 210 and
222). The Hildebrands and the others feel that the primery purpose of the book is to exonerate Pestor Blair, and that this is
the spproach he has taken over the past eight years whenever addressing the situation. As they see it, this has prevented a
full measure of forgiveness and hesling within the Body.

Second, they feel Pastor Blair should commit himself to making restitution to the investors. They are upset with state-
ments they have seen since 1975 in newspapers, Christian publications, Calvary Temple neweletters, and open letters by Charles
Blair, which either appear to vow the repayment of Life Center investors or leave the impression that the efforts to make
restitution have been estisfactory. In their view, any comynitiment to repay the Life Center investors has been unfulfilled.
Although Celvary Temple is not directly involved in this mediation, they aleo hope it will join with Pastor Blair in commiting to
restitution. They see this as necessary to spreed healing in the Body and to undo the harm which has occurred.

On Pastor Bleir's part, he has explained the limitations on what he can do. He does not have the personal financisl
resources to repay the investors. The debt of Life Center stands in the millions of dollars. Nonetheless, he has indicated that he
mede donations to Life Center totaling about $100,000. He hes also headed fund raising efforts to aid Life Center. Calvary
Temple is a separate corporation from Life Center and has isself been the subject of bankruptcy proceedings. It is Pastor Blair’'s
stated view that Calvary Temple cannot legally undertake the repayment of Life Centerinvestors. He explained that within certsin
bounds Calvary Temple can make charitable gifts to persons in particuler need, and there has been a Progam. to. identify end
help the hardship cases. Additionally, a portion of Life Center’'s dabt was in the form of loans from Calvary Temple in the
neighborhood of $1,000,000, and Calvary Temple was able to help alleviate some of Life Center’s financial burden by forgiving
that debt. Lastly, those investors who bought Life Center securities thinking they were backed by Calvary Temple were given
the opportunity to croes-claim against Calvary Temple in the bankruptcy proceedings. Pastor Blair feels this is 88 much as he
and Calvary Temple can do in the erea of restitution, given the legal restrictions upon them.

Regarding the financial failure of Life Center, Pastor Blair maintains that the corporation would have resolved its own
problems had it not been forced into bankruptcy. In his view the difficulties arose because of unfavorable business conditions.
He stresses that his conviction for securities freud was on the technical ground that certain investors had not received a
prospectus, which is a brochure explaining the financiel condition of the corporation. He states that he had no intent to deceive
the investors, and none of the parties here have made such an assertion. If enything, he faels he should have keep a closer eye
on Wendell Nance, who wes directly in charge of the sale of securities. Even if all of the investors had received accurate financial
information, he feels that confidence in the ministry of Life Center was so high that people would have bought the securities
anyway.

At this point, a detailed history of the Life Center matter would be helpful.

E HISTORY

Over the years, Calvary Temple has grown from a small church to a congregation of spproximately 6,000 members.
Much of the growth can be attributed to the ministry of Pastor Blair, through his labor in the church and his outreech through
redic and television. His use by God has been recognized internationally.

In February of 1965, Pastor Blair laid before the board of Calvary Temple the need for @ nursing facility for the aged
and handicepped in Denver. The result was the formation of @ non-profit corporation Called Life Center, Inc. The plan wes to
purchese end renovate the old Spears Chiropractic Hospltal into a medical facility consisting of four adjoining towers. Control
of Life Center would be in the hands of an eleven-member board. Life Center would be an outreach of Celvery Temple, yet totally
separate from the church administratively end financislly. Around the same time, the Charles E. Blair Foundation wes formed
to develop Christian television programs end to receive funds from the television audience to be used to benefit Life Center.

Pastor Blair was president and chairman of the board of each of the three non-profit corporations: Calvary Temple; Life
Center, Inc., and the Cherles E. Blasir Foundetion. All three corporetions sold securities through e single Department of
Development. The Department of Development wes managed by Wendell Nance and had a staff of eround ten salesmen.

The grand opening of the first two towers of Life Center Wes October 25, 1970. Lees than three months later the
Center’s attorney and the church accountant warned Pastor Blair in separate memos that the year-end eudit, for 1970 showed
Life Center op*®erating at an enormous loss. Both men also warned that in order to continue selling securities the law required



that the essets of Life Center had to exceed, by a stated margin, its liabilities. Tied in with this was the raquirement of full
disclosure of the financial picture to potentiel investors. Apparently the ectuel figures for Life Center could vary somewhat,
depending on acoounting procedures.

Pastor Bleir felt it was important to project the image of success. He and Wendell Nance encouraged the salesmen to
present the Life Center bonds in the brightest possible light. Pastor Blalr’s thinking at the time is reflected in The Man Who Could
Do No Wrong, st page 151:

There was no risk to anyone putting money into Life Center, of that | was ebsolutely convinced. Not only
would the Center eventually have enough residents to meka it financially visble -- once all four towers were
completed -- but Life Center bonds were backed by the good name and reputation of Caivary Tempie itself.

The financiel situation did not improve. As later noted by the Colorado Supreme Court in Pecple v. Blair, 195 Colo.
462, 579 P.2d 1133, at 1138 (1978), both Life Center and the Charles E. Bleir Foundation were legaliy insolvent continuously
from 1971. The Supreme Court found that by the end of August 1973, the combined deficit of all three corporations hed reached
seven million dollars; they had annual projectsd losses of 2.8 million dollars; and their cash flow projections indicated a serious
likelihood that current obligations could not be paid. By the end of September 1973, the three corporations hed over
$14,000,000 in unsecured debt and simost $9,000,000 in secured debt. (A secured debt is backed by a lien or mortgage on
the assets of a corporation, and an unsecured debt is not). Since they did not have enough incoms to pay the interest on the
bonds they had sold, interest was being paid out of the money brought .in by the sale of new bonds.

Baok in February of 1972, Pastor Blair received two letters from church attorneys warning of the dire financisl condition
of Life Center and the obligation to warn potentisl investors about this condition. Pastor Blair ordered a temporary helt on the
sela of Life Center securities just a fow wesks bsfore the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) stepped in to investigate.
The temporary halt became permanent, at least as to the public sale of bonds.

There were siso 8 number of transactions in which loans were made to Life Center from wust funds edministered by
Pastor Blair. The bulk of these transactions ocourred sfter the suspension of ssles of Life Center securities. As an example, the
Biokford-Essterdsy Trust was 8 trust fund set up by Thelima Jane Bickford and Cora Alioe Essterday in whioh they were to
receive the Income of the fund for life, with the remainder of the fund to be given to Life Center after their death. The trust fund
was administered by thrse trustees: Pastor Blair, Wendell Nance and one other person. The trustees invested $20,000 in a note
reoelvable from Life Center and $ 10,000 in a note receivable from the Cheries E. Bleir Foundetion. Similar transactions oocurred
with other trust funds.

On Meroh 1, 1973, an attorney for Life Center wrote to Pestor Blair es follows:

| am very much afraid that in the view of the SEC the purported borrowing of money from the three of you
as trustees will be simply a coverup to the continued sale of securities to public investors. Do the persons
for whom you are acting as trustees know that you are investing the money in Life Center notes? If they do,
itis further evidence of the fact that you are engaged in a continuous offering of the Life Center securities,
and that the money is being channeled through the three of you as trustees, possibly as a subterfuge to the
commitmant given to the SEC that Life Center would not make any further ssles of securities. If the people
providing the money to you as-trustees do not know that you are investing it in the Life Center securities,
then there mey be a very serious lisbility to them for the investrment of the funds in this venture, and there
may again be an assertion of subterfuge in connection with the issuance of Life Center securities. in short,
| must say that | believe the continued raising of funds by Life Center by meens of the "trustee notes’ is not
in oomplience with the commitments made to the Securities and Exchange Commission.

As late es April 8, 1974, Pastor Bleir was writing lettars of the following content to people who had set up trust funds:

In reply to your letter of March 26, 1974, we ere pleased to inform you that the Cealvary Temple
Board hes eppointed a new Trustee to asrve all Trust holders. You wili be informed in the very near future
of this eddition which we feel will be a strength to the proper management and that of your Trust Corpus.

As you know your money was invested in different segments of the Charles E. Blair ministries, and
we are anticipating an appropriate retum from these organizations in the coming year as in the past year.

i would encourage you to Iseve your money where it is.

From September of 1973, Life Center had been delinquent in some of its interest payments to investors. In September
of 1973, Pastor Bleir had also received a consolidated financial report on the thrse oorporations showing Life Center at 5.6 million
dollars in the red, the Cherles E. Blsir Foundation at 1.5 miillion dollars in the red, and Calvary Temple in the black by a mere
$7,000. In March of 1974, ell interest payments to investors had stopped. On June 7, 1974, each of three oorporations filed
benkruptcy.




During the bankruptcy proceedings. the court ruled that Life Center, the Charles E. Blair Foundation, and Calvary
Temple were separate legal entities. In other words, from a legal standpoint, each corporation would be responsible for its own
debts and not the debts of the others. Individual creditors wha relied upon the assets of Calvary Temple in making their invest-
mente in Life Center were sllowed to assert cross-cleims.

Criminal charges were brought against Pastor Blair in state court, and in 1976 he was convicted of 17 counts of
escurities fraud. Sixteen of the counts were for misreprasentations and omissions of information in connection with the sale of
securities. The remaining count was for engaging in a course of business which operated as a freud or deceit upon investors.
of the 17 counts, six related to Pastor Blair’s investment of trust funds in the three corporations, and the rest related to the direct
sale of securities by the three corporations.

While the evidence on whether invastors had received an adequate prospectus was undoubtedly importent, the court
record does not support the contention that Pastor Blair’'s conviction was on technical grounds. On appeal, the Colorado Supreme
Court stated that the evidence wes overwhelming that Pestor Blair had knowingly directed or sllowed the misrepresentations
to be made. Peaple v. Blsir, supra at 1138. As an example of that evidence, the Court sald:

Disclosure was never made to potential investors that the corporations were either insolvent or in serious
financial trouble. in addition, no disclosure wes mede that the investors’ investment in principal would be
used to pay interest on prior investments. The defendant [Pastor Blair] slso made various affirmative
misrepresentations, including a statement to his escurities salesmen in April 1973 that the liquidation value
of the assets of the three corporations exceeded their liabilitieas by three million dollars. In fact, the reverse
was true, In the case of a liquidation, liabilities would have probably exceeded the amount realized from
assels by at least six million dollars. Throughout it all, the sales representatives and the brochures issued by
the "Department of Development™ assured investors that their investments were safe and secure. /d. at
11386.

Pastor Blsir received a suspended sentence and was placed on five years’s probation. As a condition of probation, he
was ordered to pay a fine of $12,750. The maximum penalty which could have been imposed was a fine of $85,000 and 51
years in jail. The reason given by the trial judge for the suspended sentence and probation was that the only way the investors
couid hope to be repaid was if Pastor Blair were free to remain at the helm of Calvary Temple.

A plan for repeyment was submitted in the bankruptcy proceeding for Life Center, but it met with initial diffioulties
becsuse of the bankruptcy judge’s doubts sbout the feasibility of the plan. The success of the plan was dependent upon s
progrem of charitable giving called the "Growth Program’ and other fund raising efforss. At a hearing held on March 2, 1977,
the bankrutpoy judge found that these programs had yielded only $ 180,000, less than 50% of the figure projected by Life
Center. Analysis of the cause of the shortage revealed eeveral disturbing facts. First, thére was a pledge program which had
solicited donations on a 20-month schedule and which Life Center had seid it would try to expedite to a six-month sohedule.
No effort had been meade on the part of Life Center to increese the rate of payment. A direct mail giving program hed been
calculated to produce nearly $32,000, but no funds had been received. There had been a plan for the sale of Bibles at rallies
conducted for the Charles E. Blair Foundation. The rallies had been conducted without any effort to make the Bible sales. A
program for Bible sales through television, radio, and mail solicitation was to produce $125,000. The actual cesh received was
about $56,000. Another pledge program had been intended to produce $2,500 and had produced 815,400, of which 815,000
represented one single donor. A dinner program intended to produce $2,400 had yielded no funds. A capitsl gifts program
intended to develop 810,000 had produced no funds As for the Growth Program itself, the intent had been to raise $90,000.-
The Growth Program had produced no funds. these figures were baesed on a January 1977 accounting.

The task of creating the programs was vestad in Pastor Blair, and he had been relieved of his responsibilities as chief
executive officer of Life Center to free him for this effort. There was alsc an executive director who was aseigned the job of
implementing the progrems created by Pastor Blair. In anelyzing the evidence on the failure of fund raising to produce revenue,
the bankruptcy judge found es follows:

The failure of program is not in implementation, but in creation. The simple fact is that
the programs have not been comymenced, largely because of the failure of Pastor Blair to
produce the neceseary "copy.” Blair testified that the demands upon his time were so
extreme and the job of producing copy so much larger than he had anticipated, that he
simply failed at the effort. The record is replete with substantiai evidence, however, that
at least a portion of the delay must be ascribed to a conscious and concerted effort by
Pastor Blair to withhold copy. He demanded concessions with regard to the use of
material so produced and the use of the names of contributors resulting from the mailing.
He hes insistad that he have discretion to use either for the benefit of Calvery Temple
and/or The Charles E. Blasir Foundation. Additionally, it is clear from the record here that
Psstor Blair has consciously frustrated the efforts of the executive director to supervise
the implementation of the Growth Program activities by an simost absolute fsilure to
communicate and by further Instructing persons in the employ of the Debtor (Life Center}
not to communicate with the executive director. The Court does not accept the excuse



that Pastor Bleir failed to understand the nature of the executive direotor’s position or his
responsibilities. That simply flies in the face of logic and reason. The effort of Pastor Blair
is directed toward oomwmingling the activities of this Debtor with both Calvary Tempie
and the Charles E. Blair Foundation in such a way as to oreate agein many of the ceuses
of the Debtor’s difficulties which led to the institution of this proceeding.

1n 1o life Center, No. 74-B-1669 (D. Colo. Mar. 8, 1977) (order for taking of further tastimony upon confirmation of the plan).
The bankruptcy judge then granted edditional time for Lifs Csntsr to correct the problems in its fund reising and to demonstrate
the feasibility of its repayment plan.

By July of 1977, Life Center was abla to show a dramatic chenge in the rsvenues generated by fund raising. The
benkruptoy judge was able to state that fund raising by then had produced slightly in excess of §1,000,000. Although fund
raising continued to bs the area of greatest concem % the court, the judge approved a plan to repay the investors over a twelve
yeesr period.

Over the next four years, however, the plan was not as successful es hed been hopsd. On March 18, 1981, the
bankruptoy oourt approved a modification of the plan of repsyment. Under the modification, which was sccepted by a majority
of the investors, the assets of Life Center would be sold %0 Westem National Msnagement Compsany. The proceeds of the sale
would be psid over to Life Center’s bankruptoy trustse for distribution to the investors. Although this would not resuit in a full
repayment of the investors, the evidence was that if the sale were not concluded, Lifs Center could be poweriess to prevent

foreclosure of the mortgages upon its property. As an edded consequerce, Its license as a nursing home could be substantially
impaired.

At lest report, the ssle was to be concluded possibly in November of 1983. We do not know if that has teken place,
nor is it of special importance to this mediation. The sale and partial psyment of Lifs Center investors will not resolve the moral
and spiritusl issues involved here.

QRSERVATIONS

This is a serious problem in the Body of Christ. We find our observations diffioult to write, not because of any lack
of clarity as to what occurred, but because of the magnitude of the problem and the desire to urge repentance without
bringing condemnation. Pastor Bleir is widely respected. His ministry in the pulpit has benefited many. his outresch through
redio and television cannot be denied. But the injury within the Body over the Lifs Center matter hes persisted because his
attitude has been to consider his own personal responsibility as less grave, less significant in degree, then it ectually is. His
Public response to the problem has been to trivialize. his own fault in it, which is reslly a form of denial.

What we see in the history of Pastor Blair’'s involvement in Life Center is a pattem of desling unfsirly with other
people’s money. Wholly apart from the requirements of the securities laws, there was a morel obligation to honesty and
accurately disclose the financiel condition of Life Center to potential investors.

The irony is that many of the people most affected by the misfortunes of Life Center are of the very group the
Center was meant to help: the elderly. Mrs. Buggert is an example of those who invested their life sevings, thinking they
could put their money to use in the Lord’s work whils acting prudently to preserve its retum as financial security in their old
age. it wes not money which could have been given as a ohariteble donstion, for she hed no other essets. Hers is elso an
oxample of those who, becauss of age, lack the sarning capacity to make up for the loss. The Hildebrands stand as an
example of those whose loss is substantial but who at lsast have some other resources to draw upon.

The heart of reconciliation is confession and forgiveness. The Bible contemplates thet when we sin against a
brother, our confession should not only be to God, but to the particuler individusl we have offended. In some instances, this
means public acknowledgment to the church, so that the offender may be publicly forgiven and restored by the church. We
urge that such a confession bs mads here, not only for the seke of restoration and healing, but also for the sske of the
church’s witness to the world. Over the pest several decades, the church’s witness has been impaired by its own low
standerds. The seculsr world is unimpressed by the church today. Unbelievers see no grest difference betwsen their own
moral standards and that of church members. So long as the church tolerates sin in itsetf and doss not judge itself, and felis
to manifest visibly the power of Jesus Christ to save from sin, it cannot attract the world to Christ. The problem of Life
Center and Pastor Blair's involvemsnt with it has besn so visible that we see the need for an equally visible confession and
restoration.

In many instances, restitution is elso part of reconciliation. We do not diminish the importance of restitution here.
So long as the investors of Life Center have not been repaid, it remsins unfinished business. it affects the Body of Christ as
a8 whole. But restitution alone will not fulfill the need for reconciliation and healing in the Body. in fect, we feel that any
attempt at restitution without pubiic confession and forgiveness would bs unsuccessful, both spiritually and financielly.



COMMENDATIONS

Wae esk that each of you reflect carefully upon these things we heve written. We encourage you to communicate
with end respond to one another, either directly or through us.

At this point, any of you ere fres to bring the matter before the church in eccordance with Matthew 18. In so doing,
you may submit the contens of this letter to the church.

Wae recognize the difficulty, in the context of this matter, of defining whet “"the church® means. Is it the elders of
Calvary Temple? Is it the congregation? Is it, because of the notoriety of the problem, the Body of Christ at lerge in the
Denver area? Doss "the church” take on even larger scope because of the national publication of Christian books and
articles which heve not given a full account of the history of Life Center? Our suggestion is that the appropriate plece to
teke the matter is to the elders of Calvary Temple. Theirs is the primary responsibility to hear it under Matthew 18. Only if
you cannot be heard by the elders should you consider bringing the matter before the church in another way.

In fulfillment of our responsibilities under Matthew 18, we stand ready to appear before the elders to add to the
observations we have written here. if for any reason we should be spprosched by the media, we will not offer any comment
on thig letter unless we are directed to do so by the elders. Our role as witnesses is to the church.

With Christian love and concern,
E. Ronald Bard
Williem H. ReMine, lll

Louis M. Montecalvo

WHR:mvm



"Second Mile" monies not paid to "distressed investors" as promised in
"Second Mile" brochure:

$ 11,427.14
112,528.15
28,600.00
39,714.16
54,916.64
200,000.00
12,462.00
2,323.00
8,000.00
1,703.00
2,000.00

Payments to parties who were not "distressed investors"”
Legal fees before June 30, 1989

Accounting fees before June 30, 1989

Legal and accounting paid after June 30, 1989
Administrative and miscellaneous costs paid from Second Mile
Calvary Temple, Inc.

Byrum Advertising Agency, owned by Charles E. Blair
Charles E. Blair

Family Concern, Inc. owned by J. Allan Petersen
Century Bank & Trust

Cash given to Charles E. Blair and unaccounted for

_125, 000, 00" Jefferson Bank and Trust to settle a lawsuit unrelated to Second

$598,674.09

Mile
TOTAL "SECOND MILE" FUNDS MISAPPLIED

1

The $125,000 was distributed amoag uasecured croditors of Life Center, including both "disrexsed invegon® and corporals and

otbor institutionsl creditors. 1n additioo to the $200,000 reported above, Calvary Temple Church received $12,891.91 of the $125,000,
as ooe of the Life Center creditors. Individual *distrexsed ipvegors® received only $59,300 of the $125,000.




Excerpted from the serman of Charies E. Blair, Calvary Temple Church, October 12, 1986
Everyoume of the footprinis that we take down arc actually ministering to the poor. The majority of these people arc greatly in oced
of their finaxa. So we arc suppotting the poor by returming a gift to them that which we are pot legally obligated to pay. We are daing it

voluntarily. We do it becsuse it is our wey of saying, "We love you."Excerpted from the sermon of J. Allen Petersen, Calvary Temple Church,
October S, 1986

Exrexpted from the serman of J. Allan Petersem, Calvary Temple Church, October S, 1986

Thea, 1 read some other respanass. Theae are the kind that keep you awake at night. And, I tell you honestly, 1 read at least four
times, every ooe of these respansas. Hundreds of them, over 600. I read them at least four times, and weighad each one and thought each ons
through. And tried to put myself in that person’s position, and prayed over every oac of them.

But, | read these kind of respoases: °I worked and sxved many years, 8o I would pot have to go on welfare in my old age. I'm 89
oow, and a widow, and bave to go to a nursing bome becsuse I can't take care of myself. And, I don't have any moncy, 80 you can understand
why I would like to get some of it back.”

. Another one: "I'm no longer young, and I'm cancerned about my finae because 1 would soon have to undergo eye surgery, and 1
was forced 10 take carly reiremeat bocause of bealth reasans. I am approaching eighty.”

Here’s another one: °1 weat to the misxian Geld for two years with a faith missian. Coasequeatly, did oot have a stsady income,
and due to my ill health, I returned home. I'm living on a very limited income, and taking care of my 89 year old mother. The amount 1
invested was all 1 had. h has resulted in hardships which become more severe each year.”

°I lost my legs in a farm accidens. Therefore, I have lost all my earning power.”

Here’s ono: "There isn’t much income and we're trying to help our daughter’s family, and msxpporting two families on one budget
is really rough. We love Pastor Blair and doo’t want him to get hurt, 30 we’re praying for all of you.®

°I live in a mobile bome—live on a real low income, and am behind oa child appont.®

This investor is confined to a wheel chair in a nursing home, and the moncy would help take care of her.

Another, "My social security is $184 a month, and I'm crippled and have had a hip replacement—no insurance except Medicare.®
Another one: “I live in a buodred a month rental in a basement.®

Anotber one: "My husband has a serious heart condition and requires 600 dollars a month for medication and doctor. We could sure
use some help.”

*I'm geaing along by being careful. My socisl security is 342 dollan a month. I don't have much left at the end of the month. 1
could sure use money for a good used car.”

"My mother is in a health care center and nursing home. Can’t take care of berself. It’s very expeansive.®
“I'm 87 this montb. I had a cornea transplant that was expensive and the medication is expenaive.

And, also, °I have to have hearing aids that are expensive, and 1 can't afford that. I'm living at the poverty Jovel in a one room
spartment”

°l am now past 81 years. How wonderful if I could enjoy a few things yet in life.”

°I'm 97 years of age in June. I'm in a care ceater. I have no family to help me.”

*I'm old and blind. I could sure use that money. I've tried hard to keep the faith, and the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous.”

"1 appreciate your letter of concern. I peed a hearing aid to keep doing the volunteer work I enjoy doing. 1 ssw for others and give
music lessons, but every time I go for a beaning test, they tell me I oced the more expensive type of bearing aid, and I can't afford that. My
husband needs his glasses changed, and we can't afford that.®

°I live in a small, government subsidized apartment. My earning days are over, and I will be on welfare, and I pced a pair of
glasses.”

And, I read those, and said, *Dear God, that woman will have a pair of glasses, if it’s the last thing I do. That woman will have
a hearing aid, and her husband a pair of glasaes, also.”

And the Lord impressed me with that verse that 1 had learned years ago: " Your care for others is the measure of your greatoem.
Your care for others is the measure of your greatness.”
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