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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 30, 1993

Ms. Marguerite Begin
1 Elm Court
Waterville, Maine 04901

Dear Ms. Begin:

I am sorry you could not get through the C-Span line, and am glad
you took the time to write.

With regard to your questions, I will briefly try to answer them.

All HIV educators I know, identify abstinence as the most
absolute prevention of sexual transmission. But sexual activity
is a part of human existence, and it is appropriate to explain
how it can be done more safely. This includes information on
mutual monogamy as well as specific practices such as proper use
of condoms. While condoms are not perfect, they are effective
when used properly.

There are many reasons for HIV testing, and I encourage use of
the test. But HIV is not a food-borne disease, and testing of
food service workers would not be a good use of resources.

Developing national policy is complex, and requires active
dialogue with many people of diverse viewpoints. Thank you so
much for writing.

Sincerely,

Kristine M. Gebbie, RN, MN
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
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