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THE WHITE HBOUSE
0ffioce of the Press Secretary
Tor Imzaediate Ralease Juns 25, 1993

REMARKS BY TEE PRBSIDENT
IR ANNOUNCEMENT OF KRISTINE M. GEBBIB
A8 AIDs POLICY OOORDINATOR

The South Liwn

8:43 A.¥. EDT

THEE FRESIDENTI Good morning. Thank you very much.
First, let »e veloons Speaker of ths House and other digtinguiched
nenbars of the Xouss of Reprssentatives hare, I :Iprociatn their
coning. I undarstand they were able to get a little more Gleep than
the senators vere last night. I al@o went to veloams all the raest of
you hers.

Before I maks tha announcamsant that we're all hare to
witness &nd to e a part of, I do want to eay a wvord about tha vote
that was cast early this morning in tha United States Sanate to pace
a varsion of ths economic plan which I presentad to them which, ts be
sure, was changad to some extent from the Houge plan, but still
reflected, I think, a remarxable degree of oourage. Five hundrud
billian dollars in daficit reduction in tbe Senate plan, over 78
percent of the new revanues Irom psople with inocmes eabove $200,000.
A real commitmant to gignificant budget cuts that were slightly
greater than the onas in thae House plan, and nov clearly R»ore budgst
cuts than tax {ncreasas.

The most important thing is that now botk Eouaes of
Congress, under very difficult oircumetances with the same old
Thetoric of the last 12 ymars flying at tham, had the courage to try
to change this country for the better.

¥hat this means is incalculable. It meang we can nov
TOVe on to & Confsrence Camittee with a clear signal to tha
financial parkets that its intereat rates should stay down and people
ahould be able to refinance their homas and financa their businesses
at lower interest rmtes, and that for the first time in a very long
time an American President oan go to a Dasting of the G-7 natione in
a pesition of economic strength, trying to lead a ranewal of growth
and opportunity all over the world.

8o I very such appreciate that. I want to coxplimant
Benator Nitchell, Senator Sasser, Benator Moynihan, in partiocular,
for their leaderahip and ths courage of the senators whe voted in th
way they did, so that we ocan go forwvard.

one of the things that was in this budgeat that bas
received alwost no notice is a real cammitment to intensifying our
efforts to deal with the AIDS orisis, even in the midst of all the
budzse cushacke. one 22 thoae {vportant efforts le the naming of e
ney ATDA onordinator with a higha¥Y vigibility, a more imporvant
policy role and more influenoce in the national government than has
been tha case in ths past.

It is my distinct pleasura teday to announoce the
appointment of Kristine Gebbis as our natien!g zirst AIDS Poliocy
coordinator. This position has navar aXisted before, but
circunstances nov require us to look for unprecedented remsdies to o
unprecedented prablem.



Taday, as we toll against one ef tha most dreasded and
nysterious disezecss hunanity bas evar nown, we pust redouble cuyr
govermmant's ef2orts to promote resaarch, funding and traatment for
AIDS. The appointoant of Kristine Geodia is part of our ggad e to do
¢hat. She le a provan health care leader who will bring e
advinietration years of axperience in the AIDS field. I'm oonrident
she'll wvork hard to engure that our nation no longer ignores an
epidexic that has already claimed too = of our brothara and
lgcterz, our parente and children, our friands and colleagues.

I'm particularly plazsed that Krietine Gebble is so
committed to helping our AID8 effort, for she certainly ie no
stranger to the fiald. To be?in with, she hales fram the Puoifio
Northvest, one of our country's zmegt nrograssive regions wvhen it
0OEQE to health oara.

A former nursa, she beocame the administrator of tha
Oregon Haalth Division, a position she held for 11 ysars, and latar
sarved as the Secrotary of tha Washington State tmant of Health.
Currently, she serves &s ¢ 8pecial Consultant to Department of
Bealth and Kuman S8ervices. She's also spent a lot of her tine and
enargy on AIDS prevention.

Bince 1969 shs'® merved as chair of the Centers for
Diweame Control Advisory Coumittes on the Pravention of HIV
Infection. BU8 zerved on the Prssidantial Cammission on AIDS. 3She
vas for thrae years 8 member of the Kational Acadamy of Sciences AIDS
oversight Comxittes, and she was chair of an BIVcannittes of state
bealth officiale arqund the United States.

AIDS = territxing. It inflicts tragedy on too pany
families. But ultimataly, it 1s 2 discese; one we oan dafeat juat as
ve have dezeatad polio, many foras of eancar and other sceurges in
the blstory of our nation. Bov can wé @0 it? With comnitment and
courage and constancy, and with vocal and responsible lsadership fram
our nation's govarnment. Already this adninistration has requested a
large increase in funding for AIDS research and prevention, even in
the face of our severs budget cutbacks. We are now xroving tovard
tuil funding of ths xyan White Caxprehensive AIDS Rascuraes Imargency
Acs,

Our budget zeguested ip Pigoal 1994 a 78-percent
increasc in funding for Ryan ¥hite, an 1B-percent inarease for A1DB
resenrch, and a 27-percent  increasae for prevention,

In addition, the upconing health ocare raform plan will
naxe aure that AIDS sufferers are not viotimised by unfair inaurance
polioies when they seex treatment for thaeir illneaces. AIDS touches
all of us, and no aingle group should be diecripinated against on th:
basis of this dissasa.

To make govarn2ant's role in AIDS more effiocient, we'ras
algo takxing steps to coordinate AIDS policy. On June the 10th, I
signed into law ths National Instituteés of Bealth Ravitaliration Act
that establisghes and AIDS reeekrch office to coordinate all the AIDS
researoh at NIH. By now appointing an AIDS policy coordinator, we
viil ensure tnat one pereon in the White Eouse Oversees and unifies
govemneit~wide 6.ds efforts.

Kristine Cebbie will be a full mamber of the Dorestio
poliey Counoil and will work olosely with the Department of Health
and Huzman Services:, And I'm glad to soe Secretary Shalala hara
today. 8She has my full support in coordinating policy among all th.
various Executive Pranch departments,

With the dedication and leadership that she has ehown

and that ahs will bring to thie effort, I believe vwe will be adle ¢
wvage the battle againet AIDS with complete resolve. I look 2orvard
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M8. GEBRIE: I think one of ths biggest thingm I lesrmed
is that people have to ke able to hear each othar, not jumt talk to
eanh other, but hear ssch other, and then put that ligtening into
effect, devéloping poliocime that wark. That'ms a bit of a global
anever, but it really bas to be applied to esch piece of this pussle.
An: it'e putting a purzle togethar that's devsloping policy around
thie diseass,

; Q ¥r. President, yestarday when the naws broke of the
tarrorist attenpts at bambing varicus points in Kew rork city, a let
0f Azericans felt gn increased sense of Vulnerability. I vander if
you would share with ug your thoughts when you learned about it, and
do you share that inareased ssnse of vulnerability to tarrorimm in

this country?

THE PRRSIDENT: Any free sosiaty hzs alvays soxe
exposure to terrorisa. I thinX vhat the American peoplé should do,
though, is to feel an enormous pense of pride in the aggrsssive verk
done the fev York Policse Department and all the faderal
authorities involved in Nevw York., We are working aggressively on
this {saue, We will cantimie to worx on it in a very tough vay, and
ve vill put vhatevar rasources ths tUnited Btates has to put in to
cembatting it.

1 thinx one of the problems that has plagued zuch of the
vorld in the 1980e is random acts of terrorism. And there is alwvays
the possibility vith {noressing gg%itical instability in various
places of increased tarrorisa. I oan tsll you t I viev the
acticn in Nev York se reassuring. And all Z can tell i{s that we'rs
going te do our best to be as tough, as intolerant, as effective in
dealing with these xinds of preblezns consimtently as tha local and
the federal authorities vare in ¥ew York.

Q Mr, Presidant, now that the Senata has votad, can
you tall us wvhere you coms down on the dlfferences bhetwsan the Bouse
and Senate bills in teras of the gasolina versus dtu tax, in terms of
the level of Medicars funding, snd the other Aiffexaences in the
bills. and can you tell us, did you win a politiocal victory at the
posaible sxpanse of your progsam, in making so many dsale that it's
just complicated tha prooess of gettiny things through conferance?

THR PRESIDENT: Aotually, thie sdministration didn't
make 8ny deals. Tha Eenats rinance Coxmittee put togsther a bill
that it couid gst out of the Senate Financs Caxmittee. And then the
gquegtion was very »uah whether ve would . ge en to conferance, I think
there vas a groat mense in the Ssnate that thay had to go forward
with the bill. Thers wers many senatore who told me they liked the
House bil]l better. I mcan, there were divisions avan in the Senate.
There ware B couple of -senatore wvho indicsted thay would hays voted
for the House bill who 4i4 not vote for the Bensta bill. There wus
211l kinde of differsnce of epinion.

I think what bappened vas there was en ingtitutional
teeling there yssterday, wnich orystallized in the lata. aftarnoon,
that the vorst thing they could dos it not to go forward, and that
worst thing they could do is not to braak the gridloak, not to find
vay to continue +o vush for real econoiigc reforz. And all thie
happaened rather late last evening, and no deoisions have bean made.
I hnaven't even had an ample opportunity to analyse whatevar
anandnents were made yasterday. »put this administration was not
nearly es involved in ths detaile of wbat came ocut of the Banata as
vas the cass in the Bouss.

I an oonfidence that the conferaes will gat togather,

vill produce a bill that in some vays is suparior to both bille an
wvill have & dbroader support. That's vhat I thinx will happen,

MORY,



Q Gas tax, sir?

Q On the budget, assuming that you want tna rinal
bill to resenble your oWl plan as zuch apg possible; vhat ia your
Tesponse to Senator Yoynihan's obmservation recontly whan ha eaid that
he falt that one == directing one—third of all tex increases and
spending cute to investmant would be perhaps too excesaive?

TKR PRESIDINT: Wall, we'll ses. A lot of the senators
who ceme en to the bill lata yaaterday were holding out because the
investment {ncentivea have bean cut back 80 much by the camittea.
That was — ona of the biggest hurdlas wvas trying to convince some of
the senators that we might inocraazse the investment incantives in the
conferanca. 8¢ ! can tell you that will be a point of continuing
tension. mut I expsct there will be soama real effort to try to gat
the investment and growvth options back in thare,

Esep in mind, reducing the deficit halpas you by bringing
down intarest ragu. But etill in the and if you want to grow the
econory, samabody has to invest money and oreate jcds and put people
to vorX. IZ the unemployzant rate in this country ware 4 pervant
instesd of 7 pervent, we'd have far fewar probdlens thmm we do. And
the stagnation worlawide of economic activity, which has been going
on for scmetine nov, is holding this baax end reguires this
country to make extraordinary efforts 12 we're going te svin against
the tide and try to grow more than other natioms tO increasa
incentives to invest and create jobs snd to grow this econcxzy.

1?2 you take investment out of part of the oountry as,
for axample, you see in California with the dig cutbaocks in defenss,
there needs to be scae offsetting investaent. You ocen't oreate jobe
out of thin air. 8So I think we vant to ssa in this eoconomic plan two
objeotivag == really tough deficit raduction, Xxesping the interest
ratess dewn, fresing up monsy for private -aceoz investnant, and
inarsssing inocantives by the national goverrment to get more
investaant in the acencay. And I hope ve see it.

Q ¥r. Prasident, thaerae seans to be another standoff
in Baghaad betveen U.N. weapons inepectors and the Iragi govermment.
This is the first time this has happaned on your vatch. BHov sarious
is this atandoff? And what, i#2 anything, do you plan on doing about
iv?

THE JAZSIOENT: 1t's guite sericus. And the United
Nations — you've already heard the U,N. epeak to it, end I would
expect that the nmatter Will have to be Tesolved one way or tha eother
in the Zairly near futurs. I do think that -~ I don't have much to
3dd to the pronouncements that have Coxe cut of tha U.N. The United
Btates bae to continue to support compliance with the U.N.
resolutione as they apply to Iraq.

Q x. Preajdant, you Baid that this is the first tiwe
that ve're going to the soocnomio summit in a position of economic
strength. Ancther wvay to viev that is that you had a tie vote in the
Benata) that you'ra. caught qoin? into conference between the demands -
for more eooial epanding, more invaestment and those who want not
cuts; and that there's no margin for arrar, which is not a
strong signal of the ability to rasmolve thig and to get anything that

will peez 2inzlly Loth Duumes ==

THR PRESITERT: I don't think any ef tho people who have
looked at this really Peliamve that we won't get a bill out of the
oonZerence that will be marginally changed in vaya from both the
Fouse and Benats bills that will make the bill more paseible in the
Senate as wvell as the House. For example, the House wanted basically
the incantive package that was there, but scme lesa tax and same ROX¢
spending cuts. That cama cut of tho 8Senate. The Sanate obliged the,
lets taX and more spending cuts, but did it at the avpanse of cuttin

MORE



80 Tuch of the investments out, because the energy tax bad ¢to ba
reduced ab dueis ao v 4id, not for the floor of the Senate, but to
get it out of ths Senate Finance Committea,

Now, what will bhappen now ia you'll sea a negotiation
and they'll try to briage those gaps:. I don't think they are
particularly large. I think it's Qquite encouraging.” and if you look
at the level of aggression this country has displayed in trying to do
sonathing about ite sooncmic circumstances as compared with vhat is
going on in thece othar nations — the goliticnl and the economio
problens ~- I think tha United States should be Very proud. It is
not easy to ahange,

I mear, wo'va baen on an incredible ruller coaster ride
for 12 years now, just sort of epanding more than we're taking in and
living by politiocal rhatoric and hot . And vhen you try to
change, it's not easy. You knov, it's the sexe -= :goanuqhtlr alvays
says \Vben she is gigying me a little that old line t danigl being
more than a river in Egypt. (Laughtar.) I mean, you Xnow, it's net

easy to changes. (laughter.)
Thank you vary much. (Applause,)
EXD 9105 A M. EDT



BIOGRAPEY OF XRISTINE M. GEBBIR
AlID8 POLICY COORDINATOR

A senior consultant to the U.S. Dapartment of Health and
Human Baervices and, until this February, B8ecratary of Washington
State’s Department of Health, Kristine Gebbie is a proven health
care leader ¥who has worked hard in recent years to stop the
gpread of AIDS.

8inoce 1989 she has served as chair of the Centers for
Diseans Control Advisory Committaee on the Prevantion of HIV
Infeotion. Gebbis served on the Presidential Commission on AIDS
from 1987 - 88 and on the AIDS Qversight Committee for the
Ingtitute of Medicine from 1987 - 90. In addition, she chaired an
HIV Cotmittea of Washington State health officials from 1985 -~ B8
and has servad as a member of that committee to date. Prassently

she is a sanior consultant to the Departmaent of Health and Buman
services.

The Paoiflo Northwest, where Gebbie has worked for the past
13 years, 1s onae of the most progressive areas in the country for
health care. A former nurse, Gebbie served for 11 years (1978-89)
as Adninistrator of the Oregen Health Division in Oregon State
and as Azsistant Director of Health for Oregon. In 1991, Gebbie
taught as an affiliate professor in the School of Public Health
and Compunity Medicina at the University of washington. Sinoce
1990, she has served as a Clinical Assistant Professor at the
University of Washington School of Nursing and since 19680 Gebbie
has taught at the School of Rursing at the Oregon Health Bciences
Univeraity in Portland, oregon.

Gabble was Assistant Director of 8t. Louis Hospitals in St.
Louis, Miseouril frcm 1576 - 78 and Coordinator of all outpatient
clinics in 8t. Louis from 1974 = 76. From.1972 =~ 77 she served &s
Project Director of a USPHS Training Grant, through which she
trained nurse practitioners for werk in various settings.

Gebbie earnaed a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from
St. olaf Collage in Minnesota in 1965 and A Master of Nursing
degree from the Univereity of California School of Nursing in
1968. Bhe is currentli a Ph.D. candidate in the PEW Doctoral
Program in Health Policy at the Univaeraity of Michigan 3chool of
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