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The report, however, is tough both
on those who blink at residual racism
and on thosc who deny that there has
been progress since the heady days of
the civil rights revolution. "Those who
arguc that there has becn no change,
however, and that racism is an
unchanging fixture in American lifc arc,
in our observation, incorrect,” the report
said.

The story of race in America, the
advisory board said, is still very much a
work in progress. "That we have
changed and will continue to change is
incvitable. How we make this transition
is the story to be written and is within
our control."

The 200-page report is expected to
be the last word from the seven-member
advisory board to the President's

The filing of the report marks the
formal end of the President's Initiatve
on Race, which included three forums
led by Clinton, nine advisory board
mectings, 175 conversations led by
Clinton administration officials, and
more than 1,300 other local dialogues
involving 17,000 people.

But even as the cffort winds down,
board members scem to believe
Clinton's notion should be perpetuated
in other forms.

In onc major recommendation, the
board urged Clinton to establish “The
President's Council for One America,"
to  demonstrate  his long-term
commitment and ensure that such
cfforts continuc.

"The goal of creating a more just and
unified socicty requires continued
lcadership from the office of the
president,” the board said.

Historian John Hope Franklin,
chairman of the advisory board, said in
an interview yesterday that he hoped the
race cffort would be "institutionalized."

"There is a lot of genuine interest in
it, a lot of thinking about it," especially
on how to resolve this "350-year-old
problem,” Franklin said.

The report lays out a detailed
account of the history of minoritics in
Amecrica, how they arrived, and what
they confronted when they got here.

Initiative on Race. The racially diverse
board has worked to jump-start his
national conversation on race and
gather facts for the report on the state of
US race relations that Clinton plans to
releasc carly next year.

The advisory board will present its
findings to Clinton today at the White
House. Its final meeting there will cap a
ycarlong assignment that stretched into
IS months. Its work was marred by a
slow start, an often vague sensc of a
purpose, and a president distracted by
personal and political problems.

The report will be accompanicd by a
separate 74-page document prepared by
the president's Council of Economic
Advisers, at the advisory board's urging.
The cconomic document provides
statistics on the social and cconomic
"History has consequences, and we
cannot begin to resolve ‘the race
problem' if we are ignorant of the
historical backdrop," the report said.

Many observers had accused the
advisory board of not tackling such hot
topics as affirmative action and a
proposal that the nation issuc an
apology for slavery. In fact, the report
addressed both issues.

Board members said they had given
an apology for slavery "considerable
thought over the course of the year."

"We concluded that the question of
an apology for slavery itself is much too
narrow, in light of the experience of
blacks over the course of this nation's
history," they said. "The apology we
must all make cannot bc adequately
expressed in words but in actions."

The board also recommended that
Clinton's "mend it, don't end it" policy
on affirmative action be give further
study, calling it "an arca clecarly in flux.”

"Leadcrship is needed to forge public
consensus,” the board said.

In other recommendations, board
members asked Clinton to convene "a
high-level meeting” with  media
exccutives to discuss the problem of
racial stereotypes.

They also urged him to study the
problems of police misconduct toward
minoritics, environmental racism, and

state of minority America.

In its report, the advisory board
urged Clinton to take "bold and decisive
action to further the movement toward
redecming the promisc of America,” as
he stated when he launched the race
initiative in a commencement address in
San Diego in June 1997.

Board members scemed to have
advice for Clinton on just about every
subject - among them, ecducation,
criminal justice, and job creation. They
rccommended, for cxample, that he
push for an incrcasc in the mininum
wage, seck greater increases in funding
for civil rights enforcement agencies,
and work to find money to help cities
and towns repair dilapidated schools.

minoritics' access to technology. In
addition, thcy recommended that he
seck to reduce the disparity in prison
sentences  for  crimes  involving
powdered cocaine, favored by whites,
and its concentrated form, crack, which
is more commonly used in poorer
neighborhoods where minorities are
concentrated.

Christopher F. Edley Jr., a Harvard
law professor and adviser to Clinton's
race initiative, called the board's report
"a commendable cffort."

"In a relatively short period, they've
surveyed an enormous amount of
territory and performed a great service,
but it's not the end," Edley said. "It's
only a milestone; the president wants to
continue the effort, both within the
admnistration and around the naton."

Asked how Clinton could overcome
damage to his moral authority in the
wake of the Lewinsky scandal and
regain the voice he has used to exhort
Americans to deal with the race issuc,
Edley paused for a long time and then
said:

"You lay claim to the bully pulpit by
climbing into it and demonstrating your
right to stand therc. There is no
domestic issue that presents a better
opportunity or a greater need for the
president to do just that."
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President's race initiative plays in Piedimont

By WILLIAM WONG

THE  BREATHLESS  Lewinsky

scandal has all but eclipsed the sunlight
nceded by other national issues.

Take
initiative.

President ~ Clinton's race
When he launched it last
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