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inspired him and Forstmann to take the

Forstmann said he hopes to have the
program running in 30 to 50 large and
medium-sized cities by 1999. The
fund's directors will pick the winning
cities this fall. Local leaders in cach
city, who applicd for the grant over the
summer and agrce to match it with
privatc funds, will announce the
availability of scholarships and take
applications. The parents who qualify,
on the basis of financial neced, will be

idca nationwide.
entered into a lottery. The scholarship
winners will be chosen by random.

In the Washington, D.C., program,
the average scholarship winner's family
had an annual income of $18,000 a
year, and was awarded a $1,000 grant to
attend one of the participating schools,
where the average tuition was S1,955.

Other philanthropists have chosen
schools as the object of their largesse in
rccent years. J. Walter Annenberg has

given $100 million to hundreds of
public schools for various material
improvements. Lconard Riggio,
chairman of Bames & Noble, rccently
spearhcaded a drive to give $10 million
to his alma mater, Brooklyn Technical,
a public magnet school.

Howevcr, O'Gara said the
Forstmann-Walton fund is “the largest
amount given to a school choice

program."®

S. Catholic World News
June 9, 1998

Congress Finishing Tax-Free Education Savings Bill

WASHINGTON, DC
(CWNcws.com) - A congressional
conference committee is almost finished
with legislation that would create
tax-free cducation savings accounts
giving parents the choice to send their
children to private schools, sources said
on Monday.

The bill sponsored by Sen. Paul
Coverdell, R-Georgia, and Sen. Robert
Toricelli, D-New Jersey, would allow
tax-frec savings accounts to be created

for children, starting at birth. Up to
$2,000 a ycar could be contributed,
with moncy coming from rclatives,
employers, foundations, or other
sources. The accounts would pcrmit
tax-free withdrawals and the moncy
could be used for a range of expenses
from kindergarten through college,
including tuition at private or religious
schools.

President Clinton has threatened to
veto the bill, saying it would only

benefit the wealthy while siphoning
moncy away from public schools.
Supporters of the bill said it is intended
to give greater choice to all parents, and
give them the samc opportunities as
more privileged people, likec Clinton
himself, who send their children to
private schools. Clinton's daughter,
Chelsca, attended the clite Sidwell
Friends School after he father became
president in 1992 until last year when
she graduated.®

6. Morning News (CNN)
June 9, 1998

Do School-Choice Programs Work?

BILL HEMMER, CNN ANCHOR: The
controversial question of school choice
takes center stage today. In about an
hour from now, some private investors
arc cxpected to announce a twenty —
or rather $200 million scholarship fiind
to help public school children attend
private schools.

They say they've reccive bipartisan
backing, including support from the
president, but critics call the plan a
lifeboat strategy to save a few students
and abandon the rest.

Mcanwhile, some school-choice
programs arc alrcady in place around
the  country.

CNN's Jonathan Karl takes a look at
the affect on one student's education.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

JONATHAN KARL, CNN
CORRESPONDENT (voicc-over):
Daniclle Flythe is a 12 year old who
takes her education seriously.

DANIELLE FLYTHE, ST. PETER'S

INTERFAITH SCHOOL: As China
grew, internal  transportation and
communication became a challenge.

KARL: Since kindergarten she has
attended St. Peter's Interfaith School in
Washington, D.C. Most of her tuition is
paid for by a pilot program of the
Children's Scholarship Fund.

FLYTHE: 1 really like St. Peter's,
and | really wouldn't want to go to a
public school because | want, like, the
best cducation and get, like, the best
of cverything.

KARL: Danielle's cighth grade
classes have only 18 people. With those
small classes, and an cmphasis on
discipline, St. Peter's is a Catholic
school that has avoided most of the
chronic problems that plague that D.C.
public  schools.

FLYTHE: It's like sad how, like, you
hear all these bad things about public
school. And how they had to start
school late and that, like, hcre we

started on time and cverything is fine.

KARL: In fact, for Daniclle's public
school pcers, school started three wecks
late last fall becausec of dclays in
repairing the city's crumbling school
buildings.

LYNN RONEY, DANIELLE'S
GRANDMOTHER: We've ecven, you
know, talked about another public high
school here, and we took her by there
cven, and she said, Well, it's time to go
now, let's go. Because she has closed it
offin her mind.

KARL: But Daniclle does think D.C.
can improve its public schools.

FLYTHE: If maybe, like, they raise
standards and, like, give them more
homework, and make sure that the kids
really understand it.

KARL: If only fixing D.C.'s public
schools were so casy. But Daniclle is
onc cighth-grader lucky enough to win
a scholarship to go to a school that
works.

Clinton Presidential Records
Tape Restoration Project [Email]












15

facing a parental revolt and a handful of
lawsuits. They arc also having trouble
finding cnough qualified teachers to
handle the largest summer school
program in city history to deal with
students held back.

"l think it's totally unacceptable to
have that percentage of students not
having mastercd the correct level of
curriculum,” says Rosannc Stripling,
Waco's school superintendent.  For
years, she adds, Waco was far below the
state average in achievement scores and
nothing scemed to boost the numbers.
"But when we cstablished this policy,
we really got some folks attention.”

The problem of social promotion is
faced by nearly cvery school district in
the country, and while it has few
defenders in principle, it is difTicult to
eradicate in practice. Some cducators
and parents arguc that holding students
back to rcpcat a ycar only ends up
discouraging students and encouraging
them to drop out. Others say schools
must return to the tough standards of
yesterycar, when the only way to
advance was to know the material.

"The most important cffect of getting
tough is that in the students’ minds, they
now know what they need to know,"
says Kathy Christic of the Education
Commission of the States, a Denver
think tank. "We should be more
proactive - tell students, 'This is what
we expect. We're not going to allow you
to fail, period.' "

Good politics

The common-sense appeal of ending
social promotion also makes good
politics. During a campaign visit, Gov.
George W. Bush (R) said Waco was

doing cxactly what he envisions of
Texas schools, and he unveiled plans
for the next legislative session to
require all Texas students to pass the
state achievement test to advance to the
next grade.

"The practice of passing students to
the next grade without having grasped
the basic building blocks of knowledge
subjects those students to failure," says
Linda Edwards, Governor Bush's
spokeswoman on cducation issucs.

Of coursc, Waco has made
provisions for handling the excess
number of students piling into this
year's summer school, and plans to
spend $1 million to get as many of them
as possible to pass to the next grade.
That said, schools officials only expect
onc-quarter of the students to pass the
test on the second try.

For Lester Gibson, however, using
achicvement tests to halt social
promotion is misguided and illegal. He
is filing onc of a handful of lawsuits
against the district to stop it. The
problem, he says, is that the state

achiecvement test - the Texas
Assessment  of  Academic  Skills
(TAAS) - was intended to asscss

whether schools were teaching the
proper curriculum. Test results were
never meant to measure individual
achicvement, he says, and releasing
confidential scores to parents and
teachers violates state law.

"It's a public accountability mcasure,
and TAAS is the instrument that
measurcs whether the 1,044 school
districts in the great state of Texas arc
doing their job and teaching the skills,”
says Mr. Gibson, who likes to illustrate

his points by writing on a chalkboard in
his office. In his view, tcachers who
give out inflated grades should be fired,
and school officials who know about
social promotion arc  ultimately
culpable.

"If they were teaching the required
curriculum and skills, then any kid
could pass the test,” he says, noting that
many schools in Waco's poorer
neighborhoods still don't have enough
textbooks for students to take home.
"Who is accountable for that?"

Divided town

Out on the strects of Waco, social
promotion is the biggest topic in town.
Few pcople think children should be
passed to the next grade without having
basic math and reading skills, but some
worry about a single test having so
much importance. "It's unfair to a kid,
after he's worked so hard for a year, to
fail him just because of one test," says
T.J. Haliburton, assistant sales manager
at The Hub, a downtown haberdashery.

His co-worker, Allen Dixon, agrees
that the pressure of a pass-or-fail test is
harmful. "My son did pretty well,” he
says. "He was pretty happy about it, but
some of his friecnds weren't happy at
all.”

Across the strect, a hulking but
affable juvenile-detention officer named
James says Waco school officials
should modify their policy to be
tougher on the older kids and more
lcnient on the younger ones. But
overall, he agrees with Waco's tougher
stand. "Life is a level,” he says, "and if
you're not ablc to pass a test, you
should be held back."®

13. CyberTimes (New York Times on-line)

Junc 10, 1998

Bits-per-Gallon: Bookmobiles Now Offer Internet

Access

By PAMELA MENDELS

The bookmobile for the Burlington
County Library in southemn New Jersey
offers patrons an cver-changing
collection of about 4,500 books,
vidcocassettes and other materials.

This month, assuming all goes
according to plan, the big white vehicle
with royal blue trim and a wheelchair
lift will also be oflering access to the
Internet.

And in doing so, it will join a small

but growing number of those vencrable,
if lumbering, librarics-on-whecls that
have cither alrcady gonc cyber or
expect to do so soon.

"Essentially the same sort of services
provided in the library, bookmobiles are
trying to provide on the road," said
Bemard F. Vavrck, a professor of
library science at Clarion University in
Clarion, Pa., and dircctor of the Center
for the Study of Rural Librarianship.

Many of the bookmobiles that have

gone onlinc have donc so primarily to
make operations run more efficiently
for the peripatetic librarians and their
patrons, by connecting them
clectronically to the innards of the
stationary library's computer systems.
Others also hope to allow patrons who
depend exclusively on the bookmobile
(and therefore might not be able to usc
a conventional library's  onlinc
resources) to get a chance to sec what
the Internet is like.
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Vavrek could not say exactly how
many bookmobiles have gone online.
Of the roughly 900 library systems in
the country that have bookmobiles, he
cstimated that "less than 100" have
some sort of clectronic connection so
far.

But, he added, he belicves that
number is growing, as cvidenced by
much active interest in the subject
recently on a bookmobile listserv
maintained at Clarion.

Among the institutions with plans to
put their bookmobiles online shortly arc
librarics in Montgomery County and
Chester  County, both  outside
Philadclphia.

One of the old-timers in the field is
the bookmobile operated by the Newark
Public Library in Ohio which has been
online using ccllular  tclephone
technology for almost two yecars. The
system, which displays text only, is
uscd mainly by librarians for clectronic

checking in and checking out, said
Wilma J. Lepore, director of the
Newark Public Library, which serves an
arca about 45 miles cast of Columbus.

Among the bookmobiles that have
gone digital and offer graphics as well
as text arc two — onc for children,
onc for scnior citizens — run by the
San Francisco Public Library. Last
month, the vehicles, each equipped with
a laptop computer and wircless
technology, launched their online
services. Librarians in the vehicles now
can conncct to the library's internal
computer systcm and do such things as
put books on rescrve for bookmobile
patrons.

They also can conduct Web scarches
for patrons and, if timec permits, allow
visitors to do some surfing themselves,
said Karen S. Buntin, children's
bookmobile librarian. Buntin rccently
performed a bookmobile Web search
for a tcacher looking for magazines

about pre-school education.
In Burlington County, the
bookmobile is cxpected to be equipped

with two laptops and a personal
computer, according to Sarah C.
Thompson, bookmobile supervising

librarian. She is hoping that will mean
equipment enough for patrons to do
their own Web searches. There will be
onc big constraint, however: time. The
bookmobile visits 53 different stops
over a two-week period, so there will be
little opportunity for patrons at any stop
along the way to spend hours surfing.
But Thompson is hoping the Internet
access, which is being paid for by a
$15,000 grant from Bell Atlantic New
Jersey, will prove especially helpful to
the 40 percent of Burlington County
bookmobile patrons who live in the
retirement communitics of southern
New Jersey. "We plan to go to these
places and do introductory demos on
computer systems,” she said.®

14. The Washington Post

06/10/98; Edition: FINAL; Scction: A Scction; Page A02

Schools Chief Challenges NRA to Disarm Children

"Love Affair With Violence' Blamed in Shootings

By William Branigin

Washington Post Staff Writer
Education Sccretary Richard W.
Riley, expressing alarm about a spate of
school shootings, yesterday challenged
the National Rifle Association and its
ncw president, actor Charlton Heston,

But he resecrved his sharpest
comments for the NRA. whose newly
clected president lashed out at the
Clinton administration and thc necws
media on Monday, cven as he pledged
to stcer the 2.8-million-member
organization back to the U.S. political
mainstream.

"Unsupervised gun usc and children
do not mix,” Riley told 450 school
officials involved in the federal Safe
and Drug-Frec Schools program. “If
Charlton Heston and the NRA want to
come into the ‘mainstrcam of American
political dcbate,' then they need to stop
defining themsclves as ‘victims of
media manipulation' and help keep our
children from becoming the victims of
gun violence in our schools, in our
homes and in our streets. | challenge the
NRA to direct its attention to getting
guns out of the hands of unsupervised

to stop complaining about their media
image and start working to kecp guns
from unsupervised children.

In a specch to school officials from
around the country, Riley attributed
recent school shootings in Springficld,
Ore., Jonesboro, Ark., and other towns
to a national "love afTair with violence”
children.”

Bill Powers, a spokesman for the
NRA, said instead of criticizing Heston,
Rilcy would do better to reduce
violence in schools through policies
that deal more efectively with troubled
children.

The NRA is not opposed to such
safety devices as trigger locks, but
opposes  “onc-size-fits-all federal
mandates,” Powers said. "You can't
legislatec responsibility. The key is
education."

While 90 percent of U.S. schools
“arc frcc of serious violent crime,"
Riley said, the recent killings at several
schools have "sent a shudder of doubt”
throughout the country.

"As long as this socicty continues to
glorify violence, continues to make it
casy for young pcople to get guns —
and as long as we continue to hide our

and urged parents to “reconnect” with
their children to head of¥ trouble.

Hc also called on Congress to pass
administration-backed programs aimed
at improving the nation's schools and
reducing drug use and violence.

heads in the sand or fail to reach out
when a young person is truly troubled
— we will have to confront tragedics
like Springficld and Jonesboro,” Riley
said.

Saying that "6,000 young pcople are
killed every ycar with a gun,” Riley
described what he said was a growing
sensc  of urgency during visits to
schools around the country.

One of the school ofticials attending
the conference, Gus T. Dalis of the Los
Angcles County Oftice of Education,
said the nation needs to "denormalize”
violence much as it has donc with
smoking on TV and in movies. "We
need a social marketing approach,” he
said.

Barbara Momingstar, a coordinator
of the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
program in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said
schools there arc taking many more
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24. Education Daily
June 10, 1998

Private Voucher Strategy Expands To Mid-Sized Cities

by Rebecca S. Weiner

A privatcly funded cffort to give
low-income students vouchers to attend
private K-12 schools is cxpanding from
large urban areas to mid-sized cities
around the country.

The Children's Scholarship Fund
will award a total of $200 million. John
Walton of Wal-Mart Stores Inc. has put
up $100 million to-ward the fund, with

other donations expected to round out
the remaining $100 million (ED, June
3).

Donations from the scholarship fund
totaling $25.8 million alrcady have
been given to New York, Chicago, Los
Angeles, Washington. D.C., and Jerscy
City, N.J.

Officials for the scholarship fund
will contact mayors to sec which cities

can raise sufficient matching funds
through private donations. Roughly 50
smaller cities are cxpected to re-ceive
funds.

Scholarships  will be awarded
through lotteries run by individual
cities. About 50,000 children are

expected to win private vouchers for the
1999 school ycar.®

25. Education Daily
Junce 10, 1998

GOP Pushes "Voucher' Plan As Tobacco Tax Bill

Lingers

by William J. Cahir

Congress may be moving closer to
lctting fami-lies save money tax-frec for
private school tuition.

House and Senate negotiators arc
close to reaching an agrccment that
would allow fami-lies to save up to
$2,000 annually for private school
tuition, transportation and computers,
sources say.

They would do this by proposing a
ncw, wat-ered-down version of a
Senatc-passed  cduca-tion  savings
account bill, H.R. 2646.

But as Education Daily went to press
yester-day, no agreement on an
cducation savings plan had been
reached. Instead, the Scnatc was
wrench-ing itself into partisan knots
over tobacco legislation and a voucher
plan by Sen. Paul Coverdell, R-Ga., and
Sen. Larry Craig, R-ldaho.

Using Tobacco Money

Coverdell and Craig  yesterday
proposed an amendment to S. 1415, a
bill to raise tobacco taxes over the next
five ycars.

That change would let local
education agencies (LEAs) use "any"”
federal funds to send stu-dents who are
the victims of school violence
—including drug-related crimes —to
other schools in the same state,
including private and relig-ious schools
chosen by the child's parents.

The measure would let state
cducation agen-cies determinc what
constitutes a "violent cri-m —i-nal
offense," and would let LEAs use
fed-cral funds to pay for transportation
to a ncw school.

The Coverdell-Craig proposal also
would decm federal funds used in this
manner as aid to fam-ilies, rather than
aid to schools.

This tech-nique can be used to
difTuse claims of fcderal religious rights
violations, which could bc triggered
when fed-eral money is given to
pri-vate schools, not to individu-als
(ED, Oct. 9, 1997).

The National Education Association
(NEA) says it smells a rat.

"The amendment's provision to allow

federal tax dollars to be used to provide
private school vouchers is a cynical

attcmpt to use the recent, tragic
violence in our schools to advance a
po-l-itical  agenda,” wrote Mary

Teasley, NEA's dir-ector of government
rclations, last week to mem-bers of the
Senate.

A spokesman for Sen. Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., termed the
Coverdell-Craig plan "highly
objectionable, another backdoor
at-tempt to authorize vouchers."

"It is more unfortunate that Senator
Coverdell is trying to use this to
torpedo the tobacco leg-islation," said
Kennedy's spokesman. "It's a poison
pill. His amend-ment in-cludes a
number of provisions objectionable to
the administra-tion, much less to Senate
Democrats."

In other action yesterday, the Scnate
failed, 42-56, to limit debatc on the
tobacco  bill, mecan-ing that the
Coverdell-Craig plan is pending with
no scheduled votc.®

26. Education Daily
June 10, 1998

Texas Attorney General Okays Private Minority
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Scholarships

by Rebecca S. Weiner

Texas colleges can provide some
information to private groups oflering
college  scholarships to  minority
students, the state's attorncy general
ruled last week.

A state lawmaker sought an opinion
from the attorncy general to clarify
whether private businesses and groups
could offer the scholar-ships with the
assistance of state colleges and
universities. In 1996, the U.S. Fifth
Circuit Court of Ap-peals ruled in
Hopwood v. Texas (78 F.3d 932) that
the state's colleges cannot consider race
in their admissions process (ED, July 2,
1996). Attorncy General Dan Morales

Schools also should take steps to
avoid admin-is —ter-ing private
scholarships aimed at minority students,
officials said at a confer-ence last ycar
studying affirmative action. While they
can pub-li-cize the availability of
awards, thcy can-not make the awards
on behalf of the outside groups (ED,
Oct. 9. 1997).

The University of Texas Board of

interpreted the ruling to include all
postsccondary institutions, public and
private.

Assistant Attorney General Mary
Croutner, writing on behalf of Morales,
said Hopwood "docs not affect the
authority of a private, non-profit
organization to minister a privately
funded, race-restricted  scholarship
program.”

Colleges and universitics may
provide informa-tion to pri-vate groups
administering the schol-arships and
they may provide students infor-ma-tion
about the availability of awards,
according to Croutner.

Financial aid administrators
Regents de-cided last month to appeal
the most rccent Hop-wood ruling,
saying the court-ordered pol-icy had
made it diffi-cult for Texas schools to
compete with out-of-state institutions.

Since the 1996 court ruling, black
cnrollment at the University of Texas
Law School has dropped 82 percent,
while Hispanic enrollment at the school
has dropped 55 percent.

nationwide have been anxious about
Hopwood-type threats to minority
scholarship programs. In 199§, the U.S.
Supreme Court upheld the U.S. Fourth
Circuit Court of Appecals ruling in
Kirwan v. Podberesky (94-1620), which
said a race-target-ed scholarship at the
University of Mary-land was not a
legally justifiable response to past
scgregation (ED, May 23, 1995).

Attorneys and Education
Department  officials have urged
colleges outside the Fifth District to
narrowly tailor programs tar-geted
toward min-or-ity students.

The NAACP Legal Defense Fund
and the Mex-ican-American Legal
Defense Educational Fund are filing a
motion to intervene on the regents'
appeal because they don't think
uni-versity officials will fight hard
cnough to ecn-sure diversity on its
campuses.

a

27. Education Daily
June 10, 1998

Riley: Elementary-Based Violence Prevention Needed

by Eli J. Lake

Responding to the spate of recent
gun tragedies in the nation's schools,
Education Seccretary Richard Riley
has urged school districts to refocus

violence  prevention  cfforts  on
clementary school students.
"When it comes to preventing

violence, we nced to shift some of our
resources [rom the back end to the front
end," Riley said at a conference
yesterday on drugs and violence in
schools.

Riley announced that the Education
Depart-ment —in conjunction with the
Justice Depart-ment and the National
Association of School
Psychologists¥will develop an "early

warning guide” for principals and
tcachers to help prc-vent aggressive
behavior.

The guide aims to help schools
distinguish be-tween students who have
manageable bechavior problems and
students who are truly disturbed and
need professional help.

Riley's emphasis on elementary
cfforts con-trasts with congres-sional
plans to toughen the crim-inal code for
youngsters (ED March 23).

Riley stressed that  violence
prevention pro-grams should be based
on well-worn models that have proven
to be cflective. For instance, schools
should look to a compre-hensive school
model developed by James Com-er that

links communities with schools, or the
Life Skills program developed by Gil
Botvin of Comell University (ED,
March 27), Riley said.

But he also said that several schools
have found success in teaching coping
and social skills to students through
peer mediation pro-grams and cven
student-run religious clubs.

A spokeswoman for the American
Federation of Teachers agreed that
"there are a number of -carly
intervention  programs  which  are
effec-tive in helping deter discipline
problems."

The carly waming guide will be
available this fall, Riley said.®

28. Education Daily
Junc 10, 1998

Schools Should Drop Texts For Laptops, Gingrich Says
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By Meclissa Maiczak Michacl
O'Connor.

World-Herald Staff Writers

An Omaha school board committce on
Monday gave preliminary approval to a
$4,000 grant to help the district recruit
minority tcachers.

The grant is from the Omaha
Schools Foundation. It will be put into
the pool of money the district uses to
recruit minoritics.

Among other things, the district
opcrates a minority intern program and
visits college job fairs, particularly in
the South and Southwest.

The district is working to recruit
more minority staff members. About 40
percent of its students arc minoritics,
but only 8 percent of its teaching staff
arc minoritics.

Gretna Raises Pay for Substitutes

Substitute teachers in Gretna will get
more moncy next school ycar.

The Gretna school board on Monday
agreed to pay substitute tcachers $70 a
day, up from the $63 they receive now.

Superintendent Gail Kopplin said the
district usually increases substitute pay
cvery two years to keep its ratcs

competitive with other areca school
districts. Many of them, hec said, pay
$70.

A year ago, the Ncbraska Board of
Education loosened the cducational
requircments for substitute teachers as a
way of casing the severe shortage across
the state.

Kopplin said the school district
usually has no problem finding
substitutes during the school year until
spring, when more teachers are out of
school duc to field trips and
cnd-of-the-year activitics.®

49. Memphis Commercial Appeal
06/09/98; Edition: Final; Scction: Mctro; Page B2

TENN. WILL CONVENE TASK FORCE ON SCHOOL

VIOLENCE

A ncw statewide task force begins
mecting this weck to cxplore the
dilemma of school violence and how
best to make Tennessee classrooms
safc.

At lcast onc member belicves
students will welcome adults reasserting
their authority, even if it may mean
losing some independence.

"We are the only specics on the
planct where the young don't know who
is in charge," said Rep. John DeBerry
(D-Memphis).

"I think we arc going to have to go
back to the basics. We arc going to have
to rc-establish socicty's holy trinity: the
home, church and school.”

Housc  Speaker Jimmy Naifch
appointed the seven-member task force
chaired by Housc spcaker pro tem Lois
DeBerry  (D-Memphis).  The  first
meeting is Wednesday in Nashville.

State Education Commissioner Jane
Walters wamed there is no magic
solution. "It is going to take a lot of
different initiatives by a lot of different

groups,” she said.

Possible initiatives includc setting up
morc alternative schools, increcased
funding for metal detectors and other
school safety devices, and identifying
and decaling with students who make
deadly threats.

Other ideas may be as simple as
instituting "stop and drop" school drills,
in which students drop to the ground

when a siren sounds to make
themsclves smaller targets for a
gunman. While acknowledging the

drills are grim, school officials notc
they already are bcing used in some
Tennessee  schools  located  in
high-crime arcas.

The task force mcets against the
backdrop of recent fatal school
shootings in several cities around the
country.

In  Tennessce, an  18-ycar-old
Fayetteville student is charged with
killing a classmate in the parking lot of
Lincoln County High School on May
19.

A kecy problem, said task force
mcmber Rep. Page Walley, is that
children are being reared in a culture of

dcath and hopclessness, bombarded
daily with violent messages.
"I know it is going to be

controversial, but I think we arc going
to have to present to these children in
some form or fashion a gospel of love
and hope 1 have found comes only
through a relationship with Jesus
Christ,” said the Toone Republican.

Hedy Weinberg, head of the
American Civil Liberties Union in
Tennessee, is wary of calls to renew
emphasis on rcligion and prayer in
schools.

"] don't think there is any dircct
correlation bctween the removal of
prayer from public schools and the
increase in school violence," she said.
"But there is a problem festering in our
socicty. If we don't fix it we will all
suffer cven more." 8

50. The Hartford Courant

06/09/98; Edition: 4S EASTERN; Section: TOWN NEWS; Page Bl

SCHOOL SHOWS MORE SCRUTINY

2 RECENTLY EXPELLED AT RHAM HIGH REGION 8 SCHOOLS

By  STEPHANIE
Courant Staff Writer
Two students were expelled from

BRENOWITZ;

RHAM High School last weck for
disciplinary rcasons that ofticials say
arc unrclated to a recent crackdown on

threatening behavior by students.
Superintendent William Davis and
RHAM school board Chairwoman
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