





















































inatory because many religious schools arc all-black or all-white.

ddThe ruling today said the state did not act with an intent to discriminate an

d that the amended program is "racc ncutral."

ddThe amended program "allows a group of students, chosen without regard to rac
e, to attend schools of their choice," the decision

said.n

Publication#W\ P&P# 2. Associated Press"Publication" #:\ P'P#06-09 4:43p

Headline#\ P(P# Riley says Clinton agenda will help schools fight crimeHeadlin
e #\ P)P#

By ROBERT GREENE

AP Education Writer

ddWASHINGTON (AP) - With jabs at the National Rifle Association and Congress,
Education Secretary Richard Riley said

Tuesday that President Clinton's educat

ion agenda would help curb school violence. He also outlined efforts by the Edu
cation and

Justice departments to deal with the problem.

ddIn a speech, Riley urged lawmakers to pass spending increases for drug and vi
olence prevention coordinators, delinquency and

truancy prevention and after-sc

hool programs. He urged Congress to pass bills to improve literacy, build schoo
Is and hire more

teachers.

dd"Schools are being asked to pick up the pieces" from a society that glorifies
violence, accepts drugs and makes it easy for young

people to get guns, Riley

told a departmental conference on the federal Safe and Drug-Free Schools progra
m. Although schools are

generally safe, Riley said, a number of fatal shootings

by youngsters have raised concern.ddThe issue has reached the upper levels of
politics this congressional and gubernatorial election year. Clinton's pollster

, Mark Penn,

said last week that Democrats are perceived as strong on education

but weak on crime, making school safety a "key battleground."

The Republican P

arty, meanwhile, is planning to announce a schools agenda June 19 that stresses
codes of behavior, witness

protection and giving teachers more power to remove

dangerous students from the classroom.

dd"Students can't learn when they're afraid and teachers can't teach when they'

re afraid," said party spokesman Mike Collins, who

cited government statistics

to show violence and threats are a daily fact of school life, not random occurr
ences.

ddRiley also struck back at actor Charlton Heston, newly elected president of t
he NRA, for his assaults on Clinton's character and

record.

dd"If Charlton Heston and the NRA want to come into the 'mainstream of American
political debate,' then they need to stop defining

themselves as 'victims of m

edia manipulation' and help keep our children from becoming victims of gun viol



ence in our schools, in

our homes and in our streets," he said. "I challenge th

e NRA to direct its attention to getting guns out of the hands of unsupervised
children."

ddPrisons are full of high school dropouts who cannot read, Riley said, yet Con
gress "continues to dilly dally and dawdle" rather

than enact a 2-year old, $2.

4 billion proposal by Clinton to build a corps of reading tutors.

ddRiley said he and Attorncy General Janet Reno would begin meeting this summer
with young people to talk about violence and

drugs. The two departments will d

cvelop a model for schools in small communities to deal with crises, such as sh
ootings, after they

occur. And the departments will create a guide, to be ready

this fall, to help teachers and principals identify troubled children.

ddHowever, Riley warned, "we need to be very cautious about the idea of sorting
our children and labeling them," saying that

approach has hurt minority youth.

ddThe department will look, with the surgeon general's help, for ways to improv
e links between schools and mental health facilities

and see that schools hire

more counselors.n

Publication#W\ P*P# 3. Associated Press"Publication" #:\ P+P#June 10, 1998

Headline#\ P,P# $200 million fund created for private-school vouchers Headline
#:\ P-P#Subhead#[\ P.P# Two businessmen are providing half of the money. The

y expect the rest to be

matching dollars. Subhead#:\ P/P#

By Timothy Williams

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ddNEW YORK " A wealthy venture capitalist and an heir to the Wal-Mart fortune

announced a $200 million scholarship fund

yesterday to allow poor children to a

ttend private schools.

ddThe Children's Scholarship Fund is to help at least 50,000 children now enrol

led in public schools to attend private schools by

fall 1999. Organizers said t

heir intent was not to undermine public education but to strengthen it by provi

ding competition.

dd"We are not opposed to public education. What we are in favor of is good publ

ic education," said Theodore J. Forstmann, senior

partner of Forstmann Little &

Co., a pioneer of the leveraged buyout. "What we are in favor of is competitio

n. It is very hard to

compete with a monopoly; that's why we don't have them in

business."

ddForstmann and John T. Walton, a director of Wal-Mart, announced the creation

of the fund at a news confecrence. The two have

pledged to personally put up a ¢

ombined $100 million of their fortunes for the fund. The other $100 million is

to be matched by

individuals in participating cities nationwide. The children w
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Publication# W\ PdP# 16. The Washington Post"Publication" #\  PeP# 06/10/98; E

dition: FINAL; Section: A Section; Page A02

Headline#\ PfP# Two Philanthropists to Expand Private School Grants in
CitiesH

eadline #\ PgP#

By Linda Perlstein

Washington Post Staff Writer

Two wealthy industrialists announced plans yesterday to give 50,000 needy chil
dren scholarships that would allow them to abandon

public schools in favor of p

rivate ones. The $200 million initiative, which would be the largest of its kin

d, is the latest in a series of

efforts by private philanthropists frustrated w

ith the performance of public education.

ddWall Street financier Theodore J. Forstmann and Wal-Mart heir John Walton wil
I put up $100 million of the money and will raise

the rest from other philanthr

opists and community groups around the country. The two men say they have lined
up $19.4 million

in pledges in five cities, including Washington, and are seek

ing $80 million more by summer's end.

TD  Public schools are a monopoly, Forstmann said, "monopolies produce bad pr
oducts at high prices. Eventually, if there's no

competition, nothing works ver

y well."

ddAttempts to use taxpayer dollars to send children to private schools have hit
roadblocks both in Congress and in the courts. Last

month, President Clinton,

who opposes publicly funded vouchers, vetoed a bill that would have given Distr
ict students $7 million

to attend private schools.

ddAs a result, donors are moving forward with projects. Last year, philanthropi
st Virginia Gilder offered $2,000 each for students

at an Albany, N.Y., primary

school to attend private school. In April, a group of San Antonio business lea
ders put up $50 million

to send 13,000 low-income students to private schools.

ddThe plans announced yesterday by Forstmann and Walton would expand a scholars
hip initiative the two contributed to last year

in Washington and New York. Alr

eady, 1,000 District students are offered scholarships through the program. The
new initiative,

called the Children's Scholarship Fund, will finance 400 more.

ddIn Washington and other cities where the two hope to start the program, $1,00
0 scholarships will be offered to elementary and

high school students whose fam

ily income falls below a certain level " typically $18,000. They estimate that

the money will cover

about half of the annual tuition costs in most cities, wit

h the children's parents committing to make up the balance. Students will be

























































ddTauzin has previously suggested adding a rider to the FCC's appropriations bi
II. Tauzin and Bliley said the FCC has created an

illegal tax that is passed al

ong to consumers through a line item on their phone bill.

ddBut Ness said both AT&T and MCI plan to keep the line item even if the school
s and libraries program is not funded.ddMeanwhile, Bliley and Tauzin said they
expect Tauzin's panel to mark up the World Intellectual Property Organization t
reaty and

the accompanying Internet copyright bill next Wednesday.

ddThe bill approved by the Judiciary Committee does not include all of the agre
ements between Internet service providers and

copyright holders that made it in

to the Senate-passed bill, so the battle has continued over some provisions.
ddTauzin identified language on encryption and access to on-line materials as k
ey issues, but said there is little time to slow down

because of the tight sche

dule.

ddIn an earlier speech, Senate Judiciary Chairman Hatch said he plans to hold a
dditional hearings, probably starting in July, on

whether Microsoft has violate

d antitrust laws.

ddHe said the committee's two previous hearings have resulted in Microsoft taki
ng positive actions.

ddHatch also charged that Microsoft is now "throwing money around” to politicia
ns "and expecting people to roll over."n

Publication#W\ PP# 31. The Washington Post"Publication” #:\ PP# 06/10/98; Edi
tion: FINAL; Section: Metro; Page BO1

Headline#\ PP# 3 Removed From Fairfax Schools After ThreatsHeadline #:\ PP#Su
bhead#[\ PP# In One Case, Student Allegedly Posted a 17-Name "Death List' on
the

InternetSubhead#:\ PP#

By Victoria Benning

Washington Post Staff Writer

ddThree more students have been removed from Fairfax County schools for threate
ning violence against classmates or teachers,

school officials said yesterday,

and some officials suggested that schools are being hit with a wave of copycat
behavior.

ddAuthorities said the cases, all of which occurred within the past week, invol

ve a Fairfax High School student who drew up a

"personal death list" of 17 name

s and posted it on a Web site; a youth at Herndon High School who wrote a note
naming seven

students he wanted to see die; and a Key Middle School student who

threatened to put a bomb in a teacher's cabinet.

ddIn all three instances, school officials said, they have notified all parents

, beefed up school security and started investigations to

determine how severel

y the students should be punished. Officials did not release the students’' name

s. Police have decided not to

file charges in the incidents at Key and Fairfax

High but are still investigating the Herndon case.



ddSimilar cases of students writing alleged "death lists" occurred last month a
t schools in Fairfax and Loudoun, as well as at many

schools nationwide. Those

incidents followed a series of deadly shootings by students at various schools
over the last year.

ddSome Fairfax school officials said they think there have been more such threa
ts recently because students are copying behavior

that has been publicized thro

ugh media coverage of the earlier cases.

dd"Press coverage of these incidents may be a contributor to some totally unacc
eptable behaviors among a few of our students,"

Fairfax High Principal Don Wein

heimer wrote in a letter to parents.

ddIn the case of the Fairfax High student who allegedly posted a death list on
a Web site, police printed out what the youth had

written and gave it to the pa

rents of students who were on the list. They also gave the parents the youth's
photo, which he allegedly

had posted on the Web.

dd"These are the people that I will kill first when I finally snap," the 17-yea
r-old junior wrote, according to the printout that parents

received. "If you ar

e on this list and you see me atop a tall building with an assault rifle in my
hand, you better start running."

ddPolice said they visited the youth's home on Friday and spoke with him and hi
s parents, and the student told them that the list was

a joke.

ddFairfax County prosecutors have determined that the youth cannot be charged w
ith any crime because Virginia law does not cover

threats made on the Internet,

said Fairfax City police Sgt. Scott Dulaney.

ddDulaney said most of the names on the youth's list appear to be other student
s. In some cases, he said, police could not identify

the people because the you

th used only their first names or their initials.

ddThe parents of one student on the list said that they are worried about their
child's safety and that the student who allegedly made

the threats should not

be permitted to return to Fairfax High next school year.

dd"What's going to happen in the fall? These same students are still going to b
e in school together," said one of the parents, who

asked not to be identified.

"There is bound to be some animosity. You can tell the kids not to have anythi
ng to do with him, but you

know how 15- and 17-year-old minds work. Someone is

bound to confront him. Who knows what will set him off?"

ddAlso on the student's "death list," according to police, is Peter Robbins, a
Washington area child psychiatrist. Robbins declined

to say whether the youth h

as been a patient of his, citing confidentiality rules.

ddRobbins said he does not think at this point that the recent incidents are co
pycat cases, and he said it is unclear what role, if any,

the news media have p

layed.






























ors have concerns about charter school funding and

facilities.

ddMore than a third of the existing schools are in temporary facilities or shar

e space with other organizations. Many charter school

educators complained they

lacked adequate space for instruction or libraries or gymnasiums.

ddAs for funding, state aid follows students from the regular public schools to
charter schools. Charter school educators, who get

about 90 percent of the per

pupil expenditures of the public school, say they are underfunded. But local s
chool officials object to the

financial drain. The loss of funds was cited by s
ome as causing layoffs.

dd

ddSnapshot of first year

ddA survey of New Jersey's first 13 charter schools found that:

ddForty-six percent of the students are black, 28 percent are white, 22 percent
are Hispanic, and 3 percent are Asian.

ddFifty-seven percent of the students are from low-income families eligible for
the free and reduced-price federal lunch program.
ddForty-two percent of faculty members have master's degrees; 58 percent have b
achelor's degrees.

ddFifty-four percent of faculty members have been classroom teachers for less t
han three years.n

Publication#W\ PP# 37.Navajo Today"Publication" #:\ PP#June 10, 1998

Headline#\ PP# Teacher education program to honor 259 studentsHeadline #:\ PP
#

dd WINDOW ROCK - Eight years ago, there were only 1,200 Navajo teachers across
the Navajo reservation, recalls Roxanne

Gorman, director of the teacher educati

on program for the Navajo Nation. But today, she said there are 30% more Navajo
teachers

across Navajoland.

ddAccording to a tribal press release, in 1991 Gorman and others seized on the
Ford Foundation's Minority Teacher Education

initiative to increase the number

of minority teachers across the country. The Nation submitted a proposal and de
clared the Navajo

Nation Teacher Education Initiative - a bold initiative to gr

aduate 1,000 Navajo teachers over the next five years.

ddThis Friday, almost six years after the first 69 students entered the program

, 259 Navajo students who completed the program will

be recognized by the Natio

n at a recognition ceremony to be held at Holiday Inn in Gallup from 10am to 2p
m.

dd"This is an example of what can happen when people work together, and put pol
itics aside," said Navajo Nation President Thomas

Atcitty who will be the keyno

te speaker at the banquet.

ddlnitiated in 1991, the program has since graduated 259 non-traditional teache

r education students said Gorman. "These people

just needed a chance. An opport



unity," she said. "And we gave it to them. Now, there are 30% more bilingual Na
vajo teachers outthere."

ddGorman said the reason the program is a success is that it was designed aroun
d bilingual teacher assistants who taught at schools

across the reservation.

dd"Because of their family situations, they could not leave to complete their d
egrees. So we designed this program which minimizes

disruptions in their family

life," Gorman said.

ddShe explained that the program is tailored for non-traditional, or older, mat
ure students. Courses are either provided on-site or

near the Nation's borders,

so that students can commute with little disruption. And finally, the program
works closely with

post-secondary institutions to change how they deliver teach

er education programs.

ddIn fall of 1992, the first group of students who signed-up for the program be
gan their courses at the University of New Mexico,

Prescott College, and Ft. Le

wis College. A year after the program began, three students graduated in 1993,
this was followed by 42

in 1994 then 74 in 1995, 84 in 1996, and finally 56 in

1997.n

Publication#W\ PP# 38.New York Post"Publication" #:\ PP#June 10, 1998

Headline#\ PP# SHOWDOWN LOOMS AS TWO RUDYS VOW
SPECIAL-ED REVAMP Headline #:\

PP#

By SUSAN EDELMAN
ddMayor Giuliani and Schools Chancellor Rudy Crew vowed yesterday to revamp the
Board of Education's $2.5 billion special-ed

system, calling it a bloated bure

aucracy that cheats kids.

ddA report from a task force headed by Crew called special ed "a warehousing sy
stem" filled with thousands of kids who do not have

true disabilities - and bla

med special-ed staff for keeping them there to justify cushy jobs and fat paych
ecks.

ddlIt proposed moving many special-ed kids back into regular classes.

ddThe head of the teachers union promised to fight a controversial component of
the pancl's plan - hiring private firms to evaluate

whether kids should be put

in special ed.

dd"We will fight it any way we can - legally, contractually, politically," said
Randi Weingarten, president of the powerful United

Federation of Teachers.

dd"It serves the profit motive - and not kids' best interests."

ddThe special-ed system has long been criticized as a dumping ground for kids w
ith mild learning or behavior problems. Most are

blacks, Latinos and immigrant

kids having trouble with English.

ddCalling the system "cruel" and "distorted,” Giuliani repeatedly said it will

take "courage" to change it.



















































s college job fairs, particularly in the South and

Southwest.

ddThe district is working to recruit more minority staff members. About 40 perc
ent of its students are minorities, but only 8 percent

of its teaching staff ar

e minorities.

ddGretna Raises Pay for Substitutes

ddSubstitute teachers in Gretna will get more money next school year.

ddThe Gretna school board on Monday agreed to pay substitute teachers $70 a day
, up from the $63 they receive now.

ddSuperintendent Gail Kopplin said the district usually increases substitute pa

y every two years to keep its rates competitive with

other area school district

s. Many of them, he said, pay $70.

ddA year ago, the Nebraska Board of Education loosened the educational requirem
ents for substitute teachers as a way of easing

the severe shortage across the

state.

ddKopplin said the school district usually has no problem finding substitutes d
uring the school year until spring, when more teachers

are out of school due to

field trips and end-of-the-year activities.n

Publication# W\ PP# 49. Memphis Commercial Appeal "Publication” #:\ PP# 06/09/
98; Edition: Final; Section: Metro; Page B2

Headline#\ PP# TENN. WILL CONVENE TASK FORCE ON SCHOOL
VIOLENCEHeadline #:\ P

P#

A new statewide task force begins meeting this week to explore the dilemma of
school violence and how best to make Tennessee

classrooms safe.

ddAt least one member believes students will welcome adults reasserting their a
uthority, even if it may mean losing some

independence.

dd"We are the only species on the planet where the young don't know who is in c
harge," said Rep. John DeBerry (D-Memphis).

dd"I think we are going to have to go back to the basics. We are going to have

to re-establish society's holy trinity: the home, church

and school."

ddHouse Speaker Jimmy Naifeh appointed the seven-member task force chaired by H
ouse speaker pro tem Lois DeBerry

(D-Memphis). The first meeting is Wednesday i

n Nashville.

ddState Education Commissioner Jane Walters warned there is no magic solution.
"It is going to take a lot of different initiatives

by a lot of different group

s," she said.

ddPossible initiatives include setting up more alternative schools, increased f
unding for metal detectors and other school safety

devices, and identifying and

dealing with students who make deadly threats.

ddOther ideas may be as simple as instituting "stop and drop" school drills, in
which students drop to the ground when a siren sounds



to make themselves small

er targets for a gunman. While acknowledging the drills are grim, school offici
als note they already are

being used in some Tennessee schools located in high-

crime areas.

ddThe task force meets against the backdrop of recent fatal school shootings in
several cities around the country.

ddin Tennessee, an 18-year-old Fayetteville student is charged with killing a ¢
lassmate in the parking lot of Lincoln County High

School on May 19.

ddA key problem, said task force member Rep. Page Walley, is that children are
being reared in a culture of death and hopelessness,

bombarded daily with viole

nt messages.

dd"l know it is going to be controversial, but I think we are going to have to
present to these children in some form or fashion a

gospel of love and hope 1 h

ave found comes only through a relationship with Jesus Christ," said the Toone
Republican.

ddHedy Weinberg, head of the American Civil Liberties Union in Tennessee, is wa
ry of calls to renew emphasis on religion and

prayer in schools.

dd"l don't think there is any direct correlation between the removal of prayer
from public schools and the increase in school

violence," she said. "But there

is a problem festering in our society. If we don't fix it we will all suffer ev

en more."n

Publication#W\ PP# 50. The Hartford Courant"Publication" #:\ PP# 06/09/98; Ed
ition: 4S EASTERN; Section: TOWN NEWS; Page B|

Headline#\ PP# SCHOOL SHOWS MORE SCRUTINY Headline #:\  PP#Subhead#[\  PP#
RECENTLY EXPELLED AT RHAM HIGH REGION 8 SCHOOLS

Subhead#:\  PP# By STEPHANIE BRENOWITZ; Courant Staff Writer

Two students were expelled from RHAM High School last week for disciplinary re
asons that officials say are unrelated to a recent

crackdown on threatening beh

avior by students.

ddSuperintendent William Davis and RHAM school board Chairwoman Deborah Morocco
said the board voted to expel two students

on June 1 but declined to identify

the students or their infraction.

TD Davis said the students' violation of school policy was related to the "

type of activities that are common toward the end of the

school year," but decl

ined to elaborate.

ddDavis did say that in general, teachers and administrators are being more cau
tious about threatening comments or activities by

students, in light of the sho

otings in recent months at schools around the country.

dd"You will always have threats, but lately our staff has been listening more ¢
losely to what students are saying to each other," Davis

said. "If it appears t

hat something inappropriate is being said or done, we don't wait to see how it

































ction from assessment."

ddThe city's special education population has ballooned since Congress passed a
law in 1975 guaranteeing equal education for the
disabled. The majority of the

roughly 140,000 children in the city's special education program are not blind

, deaf or suffering from

chronic illnesses like cerebral palsy. Instead, they a

re classified as either learning disabled or emotionally disturbed " evaluatio

ns

that can be based on varying perceptions of teachers and evaluators.

ddAmong special education students in the city's elementary schools, about 60 p
ercent are segregated in separate classrooms or

separate schools, and few retur
n to a mainstream classroom or receive diplomas. Another board spokeswoman, Kar
en Crowe, Monday

said the numbers of children returned to non-special education

classes have inched up over the last year, from 3,345 in the 1995-96

school ye
ar to 3,854 in the 1996-97 school year.
ddCritics of New York's current $2 billion special education program, including
many inside the system, say it is driven by a

financial incentive system that

rewards the city for each additional child it places in special education. Each
referral into special

education reduces class size, offers a swift solution to

classroom disciplinary problems and improves a school's cumulative scoreson st
andardized tests because many special education children are exempt from the ex
aminations.

ddin recent years, the city's special education system has come under intense s
crutiny from Federal civil rights officials. Last year,

the civil rights arm of

the United States Department of Education warned New York City school offici
als to correct the

overrepresentation of black and Hispanic children in special

education classes or risk losing million of dollars in Federal aid.

ddEarlier this month, the department directed state officials to change the for
mula, and threatened New York with the loss of $300

million in aid.
ddSeveral bills are pending in both houses of the Legislature in Albany that wo
uld do that.
ddThe Mayor's task force is also expected to call for an expansion of services
for children in mainstream classrooms, from speech
therapy to counseling sessio

ns, so that students who are at risk can be helped in general education classes
rather than having to be

sequestered in special education classes.n

INTERNATL#u\ PP# INTERNATIONAL #\ PP#yq 'ddy

INTERNATL #:\ PP#Publication#W\ PP# 56. Sydney Morning Herald"Publication" #

A P P#June 10, 1998

Headline#\ P!P# Casual work may win jobs for teachersHeadline #:\ P"P#
By STEPHANIE RAETHEL


















Second Language class. This way a monolingual mother or father could eventuall
y help the child with

homework as well as speed up the learning process. Not on

ly would it reduce the dropout rate, it would benefit society as a whole

to hav

e as many bilingual residents as possible.

ddDON A. NORMAN

ddLos Angelesn

Publication#W\ P1P# 60. The Washington Post"Publication" #:\  P2P# 06/10/98; E
dition: FINAL; Section: OP-ED; Page A24

Headline#\ P3P# Lowering the Costs of Higher EducationHeadline #:\ P4P#
ddin his May 23 Business article, "Congress Approves Student Loan Plan," Albert
Crenshaw missed the mark on some key points

and thereby tilted thc understandi

ng of the complex issues surrounding impending changes in the student loan inte
rest rate.

ddFirst, the fiction of a loan "crisis" was a scare tactic employed by some len

ders to frighten students and legislators into a paralysis

to kecp record low i

nterest rates from becoming law. The Education Department has had a long-esta
blished plan " and the legal

backing " to ensure student access to loans throug

h its lender of last resort procedure with Sallie Mae and the guaranty agencies

ddSecond, contrary to Mr. Crenshaw's claim, the administration never backed a h
igher rate for students but fought throughout this

debate to preserve the low i

nterest rates and savings promised to students in the 1993 law. In fact, it was
Vice President Gore who

originally proposed the plan on Feb. 25 to preserve th

e savings for students but change the intercst rate formula to provide areasona
ble return for lenders and to protect taxpayers. This proposal formed a key ele
ment of the temporary measure that passed

Congress recently and was included in

the highway bill expected to be signed by the president. The difference is tha

t this three-month

fix includes a taxpayer-financed subsidy to lenders, which t

he administration has opposed.

ddAnd while Mr. Crenshaw may trivialize the monthly savings to students, lower
interest rates will save families hundreds " in

some cases, thousands " of doll

ars during the life of a loan. A four-year public college graduate with an aver

age $12,000 debt will

save $650 in interest; graduate students who borrow $60,0

00 will save $3,200 in interest payments. These are significant savings.

ddWe remain hopeful that we can work with Congress over the next few months on
a long-term plan to keep interest rates low for

students while providing reason

able, but not excessive, profits for bankers.

ddDAVID A. LONGANECKER

ddAssistant Secretary

ddOffice of Postsecondary Education



ddU.S. Department of Education
ddWashingtonn

Publication#W\ P5P#61. The New York Times"Publication"#:\ P6P# 06/10/98Sect
ion: Editorial Desk; Section A; Page 28, Column 4

Headline#\  P7P#School-Prayer FallacyHeadline#:\ P8P#
To the Editor:
ddHarvey Cox, in his June 5 Op-Ed article supporting the study of religion in p
ublic education, cites the Supreme Court's suggestion
that schools teach the hi
storical role of religion in American life instead of allowing school prayer. P
rofessor Cox concludes that
"what excluding religion from the classroom produc
es is simply bad education.”
ddThere is no clear definition of a course of instruction that is nonsectarian,
nonreligious and Supreme Court-proof. Instead of
teaching about organized reli
gion or its historical role, public schools should tcach the principles of ethi
cs, morality and tolerance
" tenets supported by all of the major religions as
well as by most agnostics and atheists.
ddROBERT A. KRIEGEL
ddManhasset, N.Y., June 5, 1998n

Publication#W\ P9P# 62. The Wall Street Journal"Publication" #:\ P:P#06/10/9
8

Headline#\ P;P# Breaking Away From Inner-City DriftHeadline #:\ P<P#
Thank you for your May 19 Marketplace article "Adrift in the vy League, Far F

rom the Inner City," about Cedric Jennings. It brings

to light an issue importa

nt to the upward mobility of the poor in the U.S., but it does so with an unfai

rly dismal and discouraging

perspective. It is difficult to grow up in the inne

r city and then to be expected to compete at a prestigious, predominantly white

college or university. However, there are wonderful opportunities that such an
education can bring to hard-working students from

underprivileged classes.

ddI grew up in a violent East L.A. housing project and | was an outcast for bei
ng "too smart." The education | got at Carleton

College, a prestigious school e

ons from the barrios of East L.A., is priceless. | struggled during my first tw

o years at Carleton,

competing with prep-school graduates. However, all the tea

rs and agony were worth it because | broke the mold of poverty and

ignorance fo

r which | was destined.

ddIt has been six years since | graduated from Carleton and | am finishing a Ph
.D. in Environmental and Resource Economics at

U.C. Berkeley. I also just compl

eted a four-year term as a trustee on Carleton's board. In contrast to your art
icle, my experience as

a student and trustee tells me that there is sincere eff





















stomers.

ddThe survey - conducted by Opinion Dynamics Corp. of Cambridge, an independent
research firm - also trampled the myth of

elitism.

ddOf charter school parents surveyed, 39 percent reported houschold incomes und
er $35,000, as compared with only 29 percent of

traditional school parents.

ddOnly 25 percent of charter school parents hold college or advanced degrees, ¢
ompared with 31 percent of regular school parents.

ddThose statistics echo the sociocconomic realities at Worcester's Seven Hills
Charter School.

ddThe survey also revealed that only 41 percent of district school parents with

out a college education were familiar with charter

schools.

ddStill, currently there are 6,000 children on waiting lists for charter school

slots. Ten such schools will open in September, enrolling

a total of 9,930 stu

dents.

CITY'S NEWEST

ddThe Abbey Kelley Foster Regional Charter School in Worcester will be among th
e new batch, serving the city and several

suburban communities.

ddCharter schools in Massachusetts are growing in numbers and strength. They ar

e immensely popular. They provide a free public

education alternative.

ddThose who continue to fight charter schools are slouching backward, while the
rest of the education world marches forward.

ddBackward lies a chasm.nPublication#W\ PMP# 67. Greensboro News & Record"Publ
ication" #:\ PNP# 06/08/98; Edition: ALL; Section: EDITORIAL; Page A6

Headline#\ POP# CHILDREN DON'T NEED ACCESS TO FIREARMSHeadline #:\
Pearl, Miss. Paducah, Ky. Jonesboro, Ark. Edinboro, Pa. Springfield, Ore. Wha

t do these towns have in common? School boys,

guns and death. Following each of

these tragedies, the gun use promoters have trotted out their trite sayings. "

Guns don't kill - people

do." Nonsense. People with guns kills people. After th

e Jonesboro killings, an NRA spokesperson actually said that if those boys

had

not had access to guns, they would have killed their classmates with some other
weapon. That idea is patently absurd and

demonstrably false. It is only becaus

e of ready access to unsafe firearms that these tragedies have occurred and wil

| continue to occur.

ddWe'll always have angry children, but we could do something to keep them away
from guns. Our laws do more to ensure that toy

guns can be used safely than to

ensure that real guns will be used safely. The NRA (and local politicians such
as Howard Coble) won't

even support the simplest and most obvious regulations,

such as requiring trigger locks. A large majority of the population supports

m

aking guns safer to own. Meanwhile, our politicians sell their souls and the |i

ves of our children for campaign funds from the NRA.

PPP#



When will it end?
Robert Guttentag Greensboron

Publication#W\ PQP# 68. Greensboro News & Record"Publication” #:\ PRP# 06/08/
98; Edition: ALL; Section: GENERAL NEWS; Page A6

Headline#\ PSP# SCHOOLS COULD BE SAFER IF PRAYER WERE
BACKHeadline #:\ PTP#

1 am a Christian who would love to see prayer back in school. With all of the
killings by children, what could it hurt? Even if you

do not believe in God, yo

u must admit that something must be done.

ddUp until I was in the 6th grade, we had devotions every morning. | have been
out of high school for 18 years, and | never dreamed

that I would have to worry

about my child being killed at her school. We have tried everything else, why
don't we give prayer a

chance and see if the schools do not become a safer plac

e. All it can do is maybe save a life.

Selena Fleming Randlemann

Publication#W\ PUP# 69. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram"Publication" #:\ PVP# 06
/09/98; Edition: ARLINGTON AM,; Section: EDITORIAL/OPINIONS; Page 13

Headline#\ PWP# How well is bilingual education equipping students?Headline #:
\ PXP#
By David Sampson
Special to the Star-Telegram

Last week, California voters overwhelmingly passed Proposition 227, essential
ly replacing the state's 30-year-old bilingual
education system with a program
that would immerse students in English-only instruction after one year of speci
al language classes.
ddWas the California vote just an outpouring of xenophobic fears by right-wing
radicals, or an indication of deeper concerns about
the enfranchisement of all
children?
ddAlthough one can certainly question the wisdom of embedding an education prog
ram in a state constitution - one prominent
education official with whom | spok
e likened it to a doctor prescribing penicillin for each of his patients regard
less of their problem
- Proposition 227 passed because most Californians believ
ed that something was fundamentally wrong and that educators alone were
unwilli
ng or unable to fix it. Only 32 percent of Latino voters opposed the measure. |
t is clear that many Californians instinctively
believe that children were not
becoming proficient in English, the intended goal of bilingual education.
ddEnglish is the language of commerce, not only in the United States but the wo
rld. It is today and will be in the next century. If
children are to fully part
icipate in this economy, they must become proficient and literate in English as
early as possible. The best




















