























































































































some because of stories about declining minority enrollment.

ddMichael Sharlot, dean of the University of Texas L.aw School, says that trend
could continue. He warns that a dearth of minority lawyers

in a state that is h

alf minority will undermine confidence in the law and add to racial friction. M
r. Sharlot says outstanding minority students

are deciding to bypass Texas, rob

bing it of a skilled and upwardly mobile minority community.

ddin Texas, angry legislators have passed a bill requiring universities to acce
pt the top 10 percent of graduates from all state high schools.

California has

proposed a program to link universities with poor inner-city schools, in an att
empt to improve public school instruction. In

both states, it is coming home th

at minority students are being systematically disadvantaged by abysmal and segr
egated public schools.

The states inflict the damage and have a moral obligatio

n to find a remedy.

ddMeanwhile, college enrollment figures show there is no such thing as a "race
neutral" admissions policy. If universities do not take

disadvantage into acc

ount, many minority students will face the prospect of resegregation in higher
education. nyxdddy
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Headline#u\ POP# Make Sheff legislation count Headline #:\  PPP#
ddimportant decisions about the future of education for the state's children sh
ouldn't be cobbled together on the fly. Yet the legislature

adjourns Wednesday,

and negotiations regarding remedies to the Sheff vs. O'Neill school desegregat
ion lawsuit resemble what one observer

called "*a tug of war with more than one

rope."

ddNo one said it would be easy to establish a comprehensive, muscular policy to
ensure that each child gets an equal and diverse

education. But the posturing

should end at this late stage.

ddIt was beginning to look as if there would be no progress at all on the Sheff
mandate. Even the governor's modest response to

recommendations by his Educati

on Improvement Panel was gutted when the Appropriations Committee declined to f
und key parts, most

notably school choice. Thankfully, the caucus of African Am

erican and Puerto Rican legislators threatened to hold up the budget unless

str

ong strides were made toward improving education and ending racial isolation. A
ttempts to accommodate the caucus triggered the

last-minute scramble.

ddThe result is a well-meaning but token smorgasbord of steps for improving rca
diness of preschoolers, expanding Head Start, setting

up charter schools and in

tradistrict magnets and specialty schools, increasing the education cost- shari



ng grants and setting aside money

for improvement of educational technology.

ddMajor sticking points - and the meat of the legislation - include interdistri

ct choice in the form of an expanded Project Concern, an

annual review of schoo

| districts to ensure that resources are spent equitably and the obligation of
districts to meet racial diversity standards.

ddCity students should be permitted to attend public schools of their choice. N
aysayers fear an emptying out of classrooms, leaving behind

the worst students

and a shortage of state grant money to educate them.

ddThis is naive. Without adequate incentives to accept outsiders, suburban scho
ols near capacity can and will say no. The state should

make districts that ope

n their arms to outsiders part of a regional solution by making it financially
attractive to participate.

ddThe goal of school choice isn't to strip citics and overload the suburbs. It

is to provide a quality education for all, and that mecans a

racially mixed one.

Fear of losing state money because of declining enrollment in a city school sh
ouldn't be a reason to discourage choice;

it should be an incentive to improve

the school to keep students there.

ddStrong statutory language should be adopted that would obligate towns to meet
reasonable state Board of Education standards for

providing a diverse educatio

n. As proposed, this requirement would have the same teeth as, say, the Minimum
Expenditure Requirement.

Towns that failed to make a good-faith effort to dive

rsify would be penalized.

ddComplying with change of the magnitude suggested by the Supreme Court in its
support of Sheff takes courage and money. Legislators

must be leaders in charti

ng the course that will make Connecticut schools a model for the nation.

ddThe first steps are the hardest, but they should be straight, sure and headed

in the right direction.nyxdddy
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we're going to try to negotiate,” Scnale
President James "Pate” Philip of Wood
Dale said after the vote.

But Madigan spokesman Steve Brown
called the mecasurc "Pate's pathetic
charade" and said nobody was interested
in more school-funding talks.

And with lawmakers being pushed
toward a midnight Saturday adjournment
deadlinc and the tougher rules to pass a
bill that take place when they exceed that
time, aides indicated Edgar was in no
mood to recopen talks on a subject that
has dominated the lcgislature all session
long.

"The time for posturing is over. The
hour for real reform has arrived. The
governor believes the Scnate should be
given the opportunity to votc for real
reform," Edgar spokesman  Mike
Lawrence said of the governor's plan.

Belore the Senate's vote, Edgar said
that if lawmakers don't fundamentally
change the state's property-tax-dependent
system of school funding by their
adjournment  deadline, it probably
wouldn't happen in "this millennium."”

And he lambasted the Scnate GOP
alternative, which would boost the tax on
a pack of cigarcttes from 44 10 54 cents
and increase the existing 5 percent
telephone messages tax to 6 percent.
Thosc taxes would raise $150 million.

[t also would count on revenue growth
and changes in the governor's proposed
budgct totaling another $3035 million to
be carmarked for schools, with money
dirccted cspecially at poorer school

districts.

"It falls far short of providing the
nccessary dollars for the poor schools in
this state,” Edgar said. "And there's
absolutely no property-tax relicf in this
bill. So. again. this is not the mcaningtul
reforms of how we fund our schools that
| think people have talked about.”

The Republican governor was clearly
unhappy with the sharp turn of cvents
from thc day before, when Housc
Democrats led the narrow approval of his
plan to raisc personal income taxes by 25
percent 1o provide $900 million in
property-tax relief and give schools an
cxtra $614 million.

Edgar just as clearly pinned the blame
on Philip for refusing to allow his bill to
cescape from a GOP-dominated committee
and advanceto the full Senate for a vote.

"I'm not asking Sen. Philip to even
vote for the bill,” Edgar said. "I'm not
cven talking about twisting arms or
anything. The votes arc there (in the
Scnate). Just give the Scnate an
opportunity. One person should not just
stand in the way of that."

Philip instcad sent Edgar’s plan to the
Scnate Revenue Committee, where it lost
on a 6-4 party-line vote. Hours later, the
committee advanced the Senate GOP
alternative to the full Senate by the same
margin.

"l don't know why anybody ought to
have their nose out of joint,” Philip said
of sending Edgar's bill to the committee
for its demisc. "We did the exact same
thing the House did, with different

results.”

As the tension over school reform
heated up, so has talk among proponents
ofexpanded casino gambling in the state
who see it as a potential education
revenuc source. In Chicago, Mayor
Richard Daley said a gambling package
involving at lcast three riverboats for the
city and another for Rosemont Mayor
Don Stephens could raise funds for
cducation without requiring a major
increasc in state taxes.

"It's something we're discussing with
people, right now," Daley said during a
taping of "At Issue,” to air at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday on WBBM-AM 780.

Other cfforts in Springficld among
legislators and their gaming-lobby allics
also would include allowing existing
riverboats to move, operate dockside,
crcatc a new gaming license and add slots
to horsc-racing tracks.

Besides the casino issue, Daley and
Republicans were cngaged in another
battle.

Philip, saying he remained dissatisfied
with a lack of progress in planned
improvements at Meigs Field, said he
would not push a total repeal of a state
law turning the tiny lakefront landing
strip over to the statc.

Philip, however, said he has offered a
compromise to Madigan that would put
off a state takcover of the airport for a
year. Madigan aides said thcy would wait
tosec if Scnate Republicans move such a
plan.®
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School Districts Try to Attract Tuition-Paying Students

By MERRI ROSENBERG

TARRYTOWN — WIHILE location
may be cverything, as rcal cstate agents
say, there arc thosc who contend that in
many Westchester communities "school
district" can be substituted for "location.”

Somc districts capitalize on their
reputations for excellence to attract
tuition-paying, nonresident students.
Hastings-on-Hudson, for example, has
appcaled 1o students from Yonkers and
the Bronx, and Edgemont has developed
a packet of information to sell itsclf.

"We recally belicve that recruiting has
no place in the public school system," Dr.

TD  In some cases, students are drawn
to special education programs not offered
in their home district or offercd at a lower
cost than a comparable Board of
Cooperative  Educational ~ Services
program. In other cases, parents believe
that a certain district can offer better
training than their own district.

With most districts confronting
increascd certioraris and decreased state
support. tuition-paying students are a way
for districts to balance their budgets.

"One of the things a superintendent
has to do is look for ways to increase
revenues without increasing taxes," said
Dr. Donald Kusel, Superintendent of the
Kusel said. “Communicating is onc thing,
but we would never say Tarrytown is

Clinton

public schools in the Tarrytowns.
Tarrytown, along with Plcasantville and
Briarcliff, is one of three districts that
students from Pocantico Hills, which has
no high school of its own, can sclect. The
Pocantico district pays Tarrytown
$11,500 a year for each student who goes
to Tarrytown High School. The ratc at
Pleasantville High is $11,450, and at
Briarcliff High it is $13,800. Tarrytown,
Briarcliff and Pleasantville schedule
meetings to help Pocantico cighth graders
and their parents dccide which high
school to attend.

better than Briarcliff or Pleasantville. It
can be very positive in terms of our
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Six P.G. Schools Face Purge; Staffs Must Resign,
Reapply as Superintendent Seeks Improvement

By Lisa Frazier
Washington Post Staff Writer

Prince George's County School
Superintendent Jerome Clark will strip
six schools of their principals, tecachers
and staffs and reorganizc the instructional
programs this summer in an cffort to
improve  their  poor academic
performance.

Clark's action is the most extensive
measure he has taken in two years as
superintendent to boost achicvement in
the 125,000-student Prince George's
school system, the largest in Maryland.
All staff members — from principals to
janitors — at two middle schools and
four clementary schools must rcapply for
their positions by June 20 and go through
an intervicw process if they want to
return to those schools in September.

The schools, all inside the Capital
Beltway, have consistently performed so
poorly on the state's annual assessment
tests that school officials feared the state
might intervenc and order its own
changes. The statc has ordered such
"reconstitution” at 50 Baltimore schools
and two schools, in Anne Arundel and
Somerset countics.

"This is in hope of improving test
scores at those schools,” Prince George's
Deputy Superintendent Robert E. Slade
said yesterday. “[Clark] belicves we
should not wait for the state to come in
and tell us to do something."”

Only Baltimore schools had lower
scores last year than Prince George's on
the Maryland School Performance
Assessment Program., the annual serics of
tests given to third-, fifth-, and
cighth-graders.

Parents and county leaders have
complaincd about the performance of the
school system, which they say influences
the county's ability to attract middle-class
residents and business investment.

Then-Superintendent John A. Murphy
used a similar strategy 12 ycars ago when
magnet programs were developed to
promote descgregation. Schools with
magnet programs, most of which are
inside the Capital Beltway, now arc the
top-performing schools in the county.
Many of them have long waiting lists.

Charles Herndon, spokesman for the
Maryland Department of Education, said
Clark's initiative is in linc with state
programs that cmphasize "making the

changes nccessary to bring about
cffective lcamning and tcaching."

When the state orders a reconstitution,
school officials must submit short-term
and long-term plans to rcorganize and
boost performance. Before the state steps
in, the schools must be performing “far
from standard," lHerndon said. The
schools also must be showing little or no
sign of improvement.

Prince George's school officials will
call their rcorganized schools "2Ist
Century Schools" for what they hope will
be a movement that generates excitement
and attracts dedicated staff and creative
academic programming designed to
prepare students for the next century. An
"instructional  content  team"  of
administrators and other educators will
be assigned to devise special programs
for the schools.

The schools that will be reorganized
are Benjamin Stoddert Middle School in
Temple Hills, Drew Freeman Middle
School in  Suitland, Glassmanor
Elementary in Oxon Hill, Riverdale
Elementary in Riverdale, Thomas Stonc
Elementary in  Mount Rainier and
Ridgecrest Elementary in Hyattsville.

All of the schools have high
percentages of poor children and
uncertificd tcachers and low percentages
of teachers with advanced degrees.

Recent  studies conducted by
rescarchers in the school system showed
that schools with high poverty rates tend
to scorc lower on the statc assessment
tests. The study also showed that schools
with higher percentages of teachers with
advanced degrees tend to perform better
on the tests.

"I think it's very clear the schools are
not performing at the level the
community, the board and the
superintendent wantthem lo," said school
board member Alvin Thornton (District
7), whose district includes one of the
schools. "I'm wholcheartedly supportive
of the concept. I'm happy the
supcrintendent is taking action before the
state steps in and takes action.”

Staff members at the six schools will
be notified by June 30 whether they will
be allow to stay, Slade said. Clark will
ask all of the employces to make a
commitment of at Icast a three years to
the schools.

"Individuals not sclected for

placement will not be professionally
disadvantaged in any way,"” Slade said.
"They are guarantced positions™ in the
school system.

Janette Bell, president of the Prince
George's County Educators’ Association,
said the union has not taken a positionon
the change because the organization's
lcaders are waiting for more information.
But she said the union will ensure that
the transitions occur smoothly.

"As far as who will stay and who will
go at the schools, that is not a forgone
conclusion,” she said.

School board member Doyle Niemann
(District 3), whose district includes two
of the schools, said the entire school
system will benefit. The schools in his
area have large numbers of immigrants
who speak English as a sccond language
and special education students.

"I think it's great,” Niemann said. "It's
a very positive, proactive step to address
the challenges we're facing in those
schools. . . . What we're trying to do is
take the lowest-perfortning schools and
find out what it takes to improve
performance.”

The key to making the changes work
is a collaborative effort between the
administration, staffs and parents,
Thornton said. Administrators say they
plan to meet with the staffs and parents at
the six affected schools to explain the
changes and clicit support.

"In the process, there nceds to be a
timely advisory to the community, a clear
understanding as to whal's being done
and sufficient opportunity for the
community to be involved," Thomton
said. "If you don't have the community's
backing, it's not going to be successful.”

POOR PERFORMERS

These six schools will be reorganized
because of low test scores on the
Maryland School Performance
Assessment Program. The principal and
entire staff of each school will have to
rcapply if they want to continue working
in the schools, which next yecar will be
called "21st Century Schools.”

Pct. meeting Pct. of

School state standard poor students®**

Benjamin Stoddert Middle 18.9%
60.9%

Drew Freeman Middle 15.8 57.2

Glassmanor Elementary 11,1 72.9

Ridgecrest Elementary 12.2 70.§

Clinton Presidential Records
Tape Restoration Project [Email]















37

in deciding class rank.
This is not the first time this issuc has
been raiscd, in Newburgh and in districts
Ms. Polera says the district has
questioned the rigorousness of Santina's
home study, even though it approved all
her exams. And Santina says she is not

all over the country. But in Santina's
case, she and her mother are convinced
she is being penalized because she is
getting a Regents diploma because her
disability prcvented her from taking
Regents biology. "You see,"” she said, her
pale baby face glum, her voice tiny, "you

blind.

have to bc able to look through a
microscope.” @

32. Seattle Times
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A lesson in inequality: Districts in wealthy areas have

better schools

by Barbara A. Serrano Scattle Times stail reporter

GRANGER. Yakima County - In a
town where paychecks are rooted in
cherries and asparagus, the people at
Roosevelt Elementary Schoo! worry most
about paper and magic markers.

So, you might forgive math teacher
Claudia Rohlfs for corncring the
superintendent in the hallway, waving a
new workbook she wants to buy: "Can
we afford these math books? They're
really the best ones for the children.”

Across the Cascade Mountains, in the
suburbs of I ssaquah, it would secem a silly
question. High-school students equipped
with a new fleet of Power Macintosh
computers arc creating Web pages on
Croatia. The auto-body tcacher nearly
blushes at the $30.000 machine his
studcents use to detect problems in a car
engine.

Not so long ago, the biggest problem
for school people in Issaquah was how to
spend a big pot of new money for
computers.

Today, with a new statc-of-the-art
high school going up on the Sammamish
Platcau and local voters agrecing to chip
in an extra $34 million, students and
teachers are looking forward to next fall
with a sensc of opportunity.

Other schools haven't fared so well
financially. They're handing out pink
slips or nudging teachers to leave
voluntarily.

In 1977, a Thurston County Superior
Court judge struck down the state's
public-school  funding system as
unconstitutional because it allowed huge
funding gaps betwecen districts that could
tap cxtra moncy from local taxpayers and
those that couldn't. The Legislature took
steps to end the incquity, as the judge had
ordered.

But two decades later, disparity is
re-emerging umong Washington's 296
districts.

Urban and suburban districts arc
becoming more dependent upon local
school levies to help pay bills and invest
in new programs. Rural communitics that
can't raisc morc money fear they are
falling farther behind.

Ofthe 88 school districts rcceiving the
maximum levy moncy legally permitted,
the vast majority arc in the citics and
suburbs of Puget Sound and the I-5
corridor. Most of the 55 districts
collecting littlc or no extra money scrve
rural arcas and some of the most
impoverished communities of the state.

Washington doesn't display
differences as stark as thosc in states like
New Jersey and Ohio, where governors
arc under judicial pressure to overhaul
school funding. Washington, in fact,
gives more general support for schools
than many other states, providing 80
percent of the cost of "basic education.”

Still, educators here wam of'a growing
funding gap.

It is as subtle as paint chipping ofl'a
sun-washed building: gradual, persistent
and morc apparent with the passage of
time.

It also holds profound ramifications
for students.

With school levies come moncy for
better books, better cquipment and, in
some parts of the state, better teachers.

The differences can be measured in
hundreds of ways: from the rain that was
dripping onto computers from a leaky
cciling in Oak Harbor, which gets no levy
support; to the sixth-period classes for
high school students (the state requires
only five) in the levy-rich Eastside
suburbs of King County.

Most strikingly, the breadth and
sophistication of computers in the
classroom are increasingly tied to the
willingness - or ability - of local voters to
provide extra moncy.

"Rural people arc paying more than
their fair sharc of taxes and yet they're
not receiving equity in service," says
Necal Kirby, a Centralia school principal.
"It's not jealousy. It's not charity. We're
just asking for a little faimess in the
system."

Students in Port Orchard, Kitsap
County, are tired of asking.

The South Kitsap School District just
lost its bid to get $16.3 million for
maintenance and operations, the fourth
levy loss in the past six clections. It
means not buying new science textbooks,
raising the price of after-school sports,
reducing scrvices for gifted students and
asking 70 teachers and support staft’ to
lcave.

South Kitsap High School, with 2,300
students, is the largest in the state, a
distinction resulting from voters' recent
rcjection of a bond proposal to build a
new high school.

Angered by overcrowded classrooms
and the loss of five teachers, a student
group there has vowed to sue the state for
failing to provide an adcquatc "basic
cducation.”

The Scattle School District also is
organizing support for a similar lawsuit.
As rich as Scattle is in levy dollars,
school board members say, there isn't
cnough to adequately serve thousands of
poor, non-English-spcaking students.

Situated on the geographical flatbed of
Eastern Washington, on the cdge of the
Yakama Indian Reservation, Granger is
the smallest in a string of farm towns that
dot Interstatc 82. Acres of cherries and
apples and asparagus spread out like
patchwork between low-rolling hills the
color of hay. Laced in between is the
Yakima River.

Many of the 2,100 residents here,
three-quarters  of them  Mexican
Amecricans and recent immigrants from
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Mexico, make their living off the land.
The Yakima Valley produces an
agricultural bounty but not much in the
way of property-tax revenue for schools -
or wages for pcople.

Jerry House, superintendent of the

With 90 percent of students receiving
frec or reduced-price lunches, teachers
arc leading rows of children into the gym
for meals in shifts. Colorful bannersoffer
messages of hope across walls that arc
otherwisc as stark as hospital corridors:
"We can all lcam from each other;
Nosotros podemos aprender algo de
todos."”

"Sometimes we're retooling the kids
with simple, basic skills and then getting
them ready to lcarn,” Housc says. "A lot
of kids are dropped by their parents on
the way to the fields, so this becomes sort
of their home base."

Granger students turm in some of the
lowest reading scorcs in the state. For
teachers, the push to succeed often means
helping familics overcome  basic
challenges. Getting a meal on the table.
Finding a job. Or just finding a placc to
slcep.

Statc and federal agencies give extra
money to help. But Granger runs out of
the moncy long before it runs out of
students who need it.

Granger uscs its levy moncy -
$172,000 a year - to help pay for
bilingual aides, books and supplics.
Under state rules, House could request
much more from local voters.

But, he says, "I have to ask mysclf:
"What can | ask for and what can the
community afford?" "

Taxpayers in  school  districts
containing valuable propertics - office
buildings. retail stores or factories, for
cxample - pay relatively low property-tax
rates for schools.

On paper, the cherry orchards and
mome-and-pop businesses of the Yakima
Valley aren't nearly as valuable, requiring
higher property-tax rates to produce
sufficient money for schools. Granger's
property base consists of little more than
a mini mart/gas station, a grocery store, a
few hundred clapboard homes and two
companics that make staincd-glass lamps
and fishing lures.

To compound the problem, 87 percent
of the land in the district is nontaxable
Indian land.

In 1987, the Legislature began giving
"Local Equalization Assistance,” money
to help poorer districts offset the
disparity by reducing property-tax rates.

But such help is limited.

To get any cxtra statc moncy, the

Granger  School District, sces the
financial shortcomings cvery day in the
hallways of Roosevelt Elcmentary.

The 1959 concrete-block building is
brimming with students, many of them
Spanish-spcaking and poor. Portablc A, a
district first must pass a levy. And forany
levy money above 10 percent of most of
what they reccive from state and federal
governments, the district must persuade
local residents to pay regular tax rates. In
places like Granger, such propositions do
not go over well.

This year, the state Legislature and
Gov. Gary Locke boosted the amount of
levy-equalization moncy.

Critics, though, say the state is still
fostering an uncven playing field.
Districts such as Issaquah and Scattle arc
already tapping local taxpayers for
millions of dollars, enough money to
comprisc 24 percent and 33 percent
above most of their state and federal
funds.

"Parents in rural areas support their
school as much as anyone elsc,”" said
Kirby, the Centralia principal, "But if
you're having a tough time getting clothes
for your kid or getting a job, you're less
likely to vote for a levy.”

Granger officials don't view the state
levy-cqualization funds as an equalizer so
much as a safety net.

Onec clementary math teacher is secing
194 different students a day. Nearly all
the teachers arc buying classroom
materials from dime stores with their own
money. The library has no librarian, and
classrooms are filled with
plastic-laminatc desks and tape recorders
dating back to the 1970s.

One room holds 27 outdated Apple
computers. But with 700 students on
campus, keyboard time is limited to 20
minutes every two weeks for cach
student, plus any sign-ups squeezed in.
Three years ago, the computer lab was
shut down for a year when a grant
cxpired.

Rooscvelt teacher Virginia Thompson,
58, is taking a brcak between classes in
what passes for the teachers' lounge - the
girl's locker room. Strewn in front of her
arc a globe with the countrics pecling off
and boxes of old workbooks. Off in the
comner, tcaching manuals and state
guidclines fill up a bookcase that's tucked
in a shower stall.

Thompson entcred teaching late in
life. After cight years on the job, she's
angry. Angry because she just wrote a
check for $32 to buy her students two
reference beoks on endangered specics.
Angry because the govermor and

hand-me-down structurc from the
Hanford nuclear rescrvation, sits on the
basketball court. It has been carved up so
many times to make classrooms that onc
wall collapsed when a boy ran into it.

Legislature were squabbling in Olympia
over an issuc that she figures should have
becn a no-brainer: spending more money
on schools.

"The governor needs to come and take
a look at the situation here,"” she said, her
voice rising. "We work our tails off
everyday to provide the best education to
our kids, and it’s getting harder cvery
ycar." Under the funding formula for
"basic cducation," the state pays districts
what it would cost to provide at lcast onc
teacher for cvery 20 students. The state
also pays for transportation, bilingual
education, disabled students and those
who need learning assistance as well as
the cost of administrators, aides and
utilities.

Lawmakers haven't  substantially
altered the definition of "basic cducation”
in ycars.

But you don't have 1o look any farther
than Issaquah to scc that wealthier
districts arc changing that definition for
themselves.

Albert Einstein, his gray hair frayed,
looks out wistfully from a
black-and-white poster at Issaquah High
School's computer lab that reads,
"Imagination is more important than
knowledge.” Classes ended more than
two hours ago, but a half dozen seniors
from a World Cultures seminar arc
cruising the World Wide Web and
downloading information about countrics
all over the world. Their teacher has
requested multimedia  presentations,
rather than written reports.

In 1989, Issaquah School District was
one of the first in the state to ask voters
for extra money to invest in technology.
Voters have since approved $9.4 million.

The district now boass 2,900
computers in its classrooms and a staff of
high school students that can build and
maintain computer nctworks. Teachers
arc using programs on CD-ROMs to
teach human anatomy or how to replace
spark plugs.

Guided by an Issaquah parent who
was a computer guru for companies like
US West, Issaquah became the state's
first district to connect campuses and
administrative services on a computer
network. With Internet connections now
available in every classroom, parents and
students often communicate with tecachers
and school offices by c-mail.
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skills, helps the children leam
problem-solving skills and to look at
patterns — something that we've been
investigating lately."

At the final round only four students
in cach of the three categorics were left.
Everyonc gathered around cheering the
players on. Lupc watched from the
sidclines with a sad look in her eyes,
having becen cut from the final round.

‘The round finished and the crowd
applauded as thc winners were
announced; Brett Moodie from Carmel
Dcl Mar Elementary School in San Diego
in the fourth-and fifth-grade category,
Barry Lcung from Mcsa Verde Middle
School in San Diego for sixth grade, and
Miller Tran from Mesa Verde won for
scventh and cighth grade.

Lupe checred the students as they

received their trophies. Touching the
medal around her neck for reaching the
semifinals, she said shc was going to
practice and get ready for next ycar's
championships. Lupe said she was sure
she would win.

Mindy Stack is a Union-Tribune
Student intern. &
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Detective's inquiry into school district's finances causes

Stir

By Emmet Picrce STAFF WRITER

Grossmont  Union High School
District Superintendent Thomas Godley
is using a detective agency to help
conduct an extended audit of district
finances, officials confirmed yesterday.

News of the agency's involvement,
apparcntly  initiated  without  the
knowledge of some of the district's
trustees, sent a wave of surprisc and
uncasincss through many at FEast
County's largest school district.

In a memo to educational services
managers Friday, Assistant
Supcerintendent Carl Wong said he had no
knowledge of the Maydeck Detective
Agency's presence at district headquarters
before Dan Kitchen, the director of
curriculum, was questioned about the
purchase of TVs and VCRs. Wong's
memo  reportedly received  wide
circulation in district offices.

In his memo, Wong apologized for not
being able to inform his stafl about the
investigators in a more timely and
professional mannecr. He urged staffers to
fully cooperate with the investigation.

Kitchen yesterday said he was
working at district hcadquarters Friday
morning when he received a telephone
call from investigator Marshall Maydeck.

"He was at the time working down in
the business services office and he asked
if he could spend a few minutes with me
and ask mc somc questions.” Kitchen
recalled. "He came upstairs and we
talked."

Although it was well known that a
detailed audit was under way, Kitchen
was surprised to be contacted by a private
detective.

"l can't remember cver being asked
questions by a dctective," the veteran
administrator said. "Normally those

conversations are held with auditors.”

School board member Junc Mott
yesterday said she should have been told
about the decision to bring in private
investigators.

I wonder why (Godley) didn't tell the
board about it," Mott said. “He should
have gotien permission from the board. |
am a little concerned about the direction
he is taking. He is doing a lot of things
on his own. I'm disturbed.”

School board member Michacl
Harrelson was cqually surprised.

"This is the first | have heard of it," he
said. "I was completely unaware, |
haven't been informed by anyone that this
was even a possibility. I'm at a loss for
words. I'll reserve any comment until |
can spcak to the superintendent. | hope
there will be an explanation.”

Trustee Kevin LaChapelle, however,
said he was aware of the detective's
participation in the dctailed audit. The
consultants who arc conducting the audit
brought in Maydeck because they were
recciving evasive answers to questions
about district finances, LaChapclle said.

"l knew auditors were utilizing an
investigator,” he said. “From what |
undcrstood it was somconc assisting the
auditing tcam because some pcople they
were talking to weren't being up front
with them . . . When they talk to pcople
their impression is something is not quite
right."

School board members Nadia Q.
Davics and Maynard Olsen couldn't be
rcached for comment.

Godley yesterday acknowledged
authorizing the wuse of private
investigators by the district's auditing
consuitants.

Godley characterized the decision as a

routine matter that required no approval
from the school board. No onc should
have been surprised or disturbed by an
investigator's presence, he added.

"When you are doing an cxtended
investigative audit it is quitc common,"
Godley said. "I am doing exactly what |
said | would do. It is a staff function.”

Godley said he agreed with Wong's
assessment that the district staff should
have been told about Maydeck's
presence, however. Although Wong's
memo was written at his request, the tone
that Wong took may have unnecessarily
alarmed the district staff, Godley said.

Private investigators "are just part of
the tcam,” Godley said. "It doesn't
necessarily mean something is wrong.
We're just trying to make sure.”

Loretta Purdy, a classified employee
and president of the local chapter of the
California School Employees
Association, said the matter left her
feeling uncasy.

"The problem I have with this is why
didn't the full board know, not just one or
two of the board members?” she asked.
"I'm sure no one in our district has
anything to hide, but they should have
been informed. Communication is always
good."”

Linda Pierce, a high school librarian
and president of the Grossmont
Education Association, noted that
l.aChapelle has been raising questions
about the district's financial practices for
more than a year. So far, she said, there
has becn no proof of wrongdoing.

"I wonder how far they will go and
how much money it's going to cost the
district?” she asked. “This takes money
from the classroom."®
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Boarding school graduation to be bittersweet conclusion

By Susan Gembrowski STAFF WRITER

Regina Stewart lounges in a light-gray
sweat shirt on the single bed in her
dormitory room at San Pasqual Adventist
Academy.

Sunlight shines through the windows,
allowing spectacular glimpses of the
mountains, home to coyotes and bobcats,
but few people.

Books and class notes surround her,
and the 18-year-old high school scnior
from Upland intcrrupts studying for final
cxams to talk.

"Everything we do this year is the last
— the last graduation, the last alumni,
the last cverything," she says of her
remaining days at the private
co-cducational boarding school.

For the past two years, Stewart has
attended the rural San Pasqual Valley
campus four miles cast of the San Dicgo
Wild Animal Park, past the roadside
stands sclling fresh producc and dairy
farms with cows grazing in the open
ficlds.

But as she looks to her graduation
Sunday, Stewart laments the academy's
closing after ncarly a half-century of
cducating students.

In January, the superintendent and
20-member cxecutive board decided to
close thc academy's doars, citing
dwindling enrollment.

For Principal Irank Jones, it's like
being the mayor of a town that's closing
down. Faculty and staff also live on the
property in houscs, duplexes, apartments
and trailers, and the school has its own
water and scwer systems. Three
businesses thrive on campus.

On Junc 30, Jones will shut the doors
on the family oriented and cloistered
lifestyle he has cnjoyed since high
school. He's been hired as principal of
Assembly Adventist Day School in
Fresno, a K-8 school where students go
home at the end of cach class day.

The closing signals the end of an cra
for the oldest Secventh-day Adventist
Church school in continuous operation in
the state. Alumni arc trying to raisc
cnough money to reopen the school, but
the soonest that could happen would be
Scptember 1998.

Carolyn Trace, a 1966 graduate and
Northern California resident, is hopeful.
But she knows raising the moncy, at lcast

$ 1.2 million, won't be casy. Nearly 2,000
graduates of the academy turncd out for
an alumni weckend in April, and Trace
said they all want to help rescue the
school.

The board recently turned down a
buyer who offered to pay more than $10
million for the property. School ofTicials
estimate the value is between $12 million
and $17 million, and maybe more.

San Pasqual Adventist Academy
opened in 1949 as a boarding school for
high  school students, although
clementary students began attending a
onc-room schoolhouse on the property in
1898.

San Dicgo County has onc other
boarding school, the Army and Navy
Academy in Carlsbad. There are more
than 300 boarding schools nationwide,
although many also have begun accepting

day students.
Peter Pelham, associate director of the
national  Association of Boarding

Schools, said that far from losing their
popularity, only about onc or two
boarding schools closc cach vear.

"What the boarding schools have been
doing is that there are fewer and fewer
purc boarding schools and the trend we're
secing more is that the boarding school
will begin to grow its day school
population,” Pclham said.

"You now have dual community
within a school, where part of the school
goes home at the end of day or on
weckends."That's exactly what happened
at San Pasqual.

In the halcyon days of the 1970s and
carly 1980s, 300 to 350 students annually
attended the academy. Students were
packed two and three to a room in the
72-room girls' dorm.

But by 1987, the school was losing
nearly 30 students cach ycar, said Charles
McKinstry, schools superintendent for
the Southcastern California Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists. About 75
boarders are cnrolled now. The other 25
are students who go home at the end of
classcs each day.

The Southeastern California
Conference has been subsidizing the
school's $2 million annual operating
budget by about $400,000 each year. The
tuition for boarders, at $9,985 cach year,

doesn't cover the costs. Day students pay
$5,700 in annual fecs.

Many of the day students are children
of faculty or staff members at the
academy. Scventh-day Adventists, who
were early scttlers in the San Pasqual
Valley, also have the option of sending
their youngsters to Escondido Adventist
Academy, a day school in Escondido.

Tuition there was $4,700 annually this
school year.

"We tricd and tricd and tried to get
things turned around here,” McKinstry
said. "You could make a list of the things
we should have donc differently or
sooner or better.”

One of the mistakes, in hindsight, was
granting a 30-year lcase on 60 acres in
the school's front yard, McKinstry said.
The acrcage has been transformed into an
orange grove, and the grower gives the
school one-third of the profits, about
$50.000 this year.

But the long lease could make the sale
of the property more difficult, the
supcrintendent said.

A $750,000 renovation of the boys'
dorm about seven or cight ycars ago
didn't help the school's money problems,
he said.

For now, "we're going to mothball the
dorm rooms and the classrooms,”
McKinstry said. "The alumni have until
Sept. | to submit a viable plan to operate
the school the following year in '98-99.
There's a good chance we'll probably scll
the property, but not before
(September).”

Jones and McKinstry have the dual
task of closing the school.

Onc decision involves safeguarding
items of historic intcrest now housed on
academy grounds. including the 1898
onc-room schoolhouse. Three
organizations want the old building,
including an Adventist historical village
in Battle Creck, Mich.

Private owners will buy the academy's
poultry and packaging businesses for
undisclosed amounts, McKinstry said.
But the church conference organization
will continue to operate a third business
on the campus, the Golden Rule Bindery.
The operation rebinds as many as 18,000
textbooks for Califomia schools during
the summer months.
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got the toughest students becausc she
liked them and was good with them.
Bessic never tumed anyone away from
her dental office because they couldn't

pay.

"Your job is to help somecone,” was
the Delaney family motto. Sadic and
Bessie lived by that creed, to the benefit
of the hundreds of children whose lives
they touched.

Praut, former director of the
Governor's Cabinet on Children and
Families, is a new member of the
Gazette's contributing columnist group. @
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Umass policy makes educational sense

By David K. Scott Chancellor
University of Massachusctts Amherst.

The misstatements in professor Paul
Hollander's May 26 letter,
“UMass-Amherst policies defy common
sense,” should not go uncorrected.
UMass officials did not “‘cave in" to
student protesters. Most of the points of
agreement between student protesters and
administrators had alrcady been attained,
or were in process, before the sit-in.

[ have never argued that white staffers
arc _incapablc of cvaluating nonwhite

applicants. What | do believe is that
people of color in the Admissions Office
may have better insight into the history of
difficulties and incquitics that applicants
of color have faced.

Qur approach is to look closely at all
of our applicants to discover students
whom we belicve can succeed at UMass
with appropriate support, even if SAT
scores, grade averages and class rank
might not predict this success. Evidence
of having overcome hardships and
barriers in life can serve to identify

students who may - and often do -
succeed at UMass.

This policy makes educational and
cconomic sensc. In large part it is the
responsibility of the Commonvwealth's
public land-grant institution to prcpare an
increasingly diverse population for the
social and cconomic demands our socicty
will face in the future. We take all
rcasonable steps to achieve this goal,
including a thorough, multilevel review
of applications.B
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Sex Ed: It's Not Child's Play

By Steve Twomey

My best friend in eighth grade had older
siblings. [ didn't. One day we had a
heated argument about sex. Using
knowledge cvidently passecd down from
his elders, he claimed babies were the
result of an act called intercourse, and he
described it. | said no way. Nobody
would do anything so weird and
disgusting. No way.

Of course, that was 1969, long before
anything-goes TV, movies and music.
Now cighth-graders not only know how
babies are made, they make them. So, in
a sense, providing sex education to
children today is like providing Paris
with another cafe. I'd love to bump into a
14-ycar-old who has as much ignorance
as [ had at that age, because I'd market
him to Ringling Bros. as an oddity.

It is, thercfore, something of an
adventure to figurc out what Virginia
Gov. George Allen (R) finds so awful
about telling kids the facts of life.

That it'll give them lewd ideas? Too

They watch half-hour comedics that
drip with sex, yet virtually no character
gets pregnant and none contracts AIDS
orgonorrhea, Newberry said. Asmuch as

late.

Lead them to perdition? The whole
culture docs.

That it's too weird and disgusting, to
quote myself?

Anyway, on Friday, Allen proposed to
the statc Board of Education that it
abolish mandatory sex education in
Virginia's public schools. Local school
systems could offer the birds and the bees
if they want, Allen said, but the state
should not compel them.

The proposal was a terrific sop to the
governor's conservative pals, many of
whom seem to think scx education
tcachers are handing out Hustler and
telling kids to do it in the road.

To be fair, Allen didn't mention his
right-wing buddics as he urged making
sex cd optional. His stated reason was to
give local systems lecway to free up room
in their curricula for more important
subjects. It's as if he thinks sex education
is nothing more than baking tips or shop.
Who, in this day and age, can seriously
they need to master multiplication or verb
tenses, they need to know that sex has
risks, both physical and emotional. They
need to know about abstinence and how

argue that sex education ought to be any
less mandatory than English and math?

"It doesn't take a rocket scientist to
figurc out that therc are some things
happening in the world of adolescence,
vis-a-vis pregnancy, vis-a-vis sexually
transmitted discases, vis-a-vis HIV," said
Jerry Newberry, the former head of the
sex cducation program in the Fairfax
County public schools. “We don't have
the luxury of ignoring those issues."”

Preciscly because students now are
much more conscious of sex than [ was
three decades ago, precisely because the
culture drowns them in lyrics and scenes
that lcave no blanks to fill in, they need
to know the truth, the whole truth, about
sex from trained educators.

Newberry, who now works for the
National Education Association, said
Friday that too many kids today merely
have “street language and street
knowledge, which has nothing to do with
cducation.”

to say no. They nced to know the
financial, cmotional and spiritual
consequences of becoming pregnant or
making someone so.
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Necarly all of them get thatinforination
now. because it's required. End that
requirement, Newberry said, and "you set
that youth group up for entering a world
with a tremendous amount of ignorance
and the health implications that follow
that.”

Under Allen's proposal, sex ed would
become a crap shoot. If you're a student
who lives in a school system that opts to
provide it, you'll learmn what you ought to
lcarn. If you're not, tough luck.

Thankfully, most systems would
provide it. In fact. a huge majority would.
The craziest thing about Allen’s proposal
is that it tinkers with a subject almost no
parent linds objectionable. Under the
current mandatory system, parents can
demand that their children be cxcused

from all sex cducation courses. They
mercly have to sign a form.

Statewide, 2 percent do.

Two percent.

What Newberry fears is that as time
gocs on, school systems will start to drop
sex cducation. not because parentsobject
to it, but because the systems will sce
canccllation as a way to save moncy on
personnel, training and curriculum
development during financial squeezes.

And that will lcave the job of
instruction up to parents.

There's a lot of genuflecting to the
wisdom of parents, particularly by those
opposed to sex cducation. But every day
brings hcadlines about parents who beat
or neglect their kids and about the hectic,
pressured-filled lives of families whose

members no longer have time to talk with
cach other.

And, Newberry said. "lHow many
average parents know the details of
which sexually transmitted discases are
affecting  youth and how they're
prevented?" How many know how to
tcach "refusal skills,” the art of saying
no? And aren't there many who remain
uncomfortable talking about sex at all?

So if the school doesn't provide sex
instruction, and Mom and Dad cither
don't have the skills or the will, kids arc
left with what they pick up on the street,
over the airwaves and on the big screen.

And that's no way to get an
cducation.®
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Texas' 10% solution valiant but flawed

By Gwen Daye Richardson

The University of Texas l.aw School
has ofTered just 14 blacks admission next
fall, compared with 75 students last year,
adrop of 80%. The same percentage drop
has occurred at the University of
California law schools at Berkclcy and
L.os Angeles. The number of Hispanics
admitted in both states also has dropped
substantially, although not as much. In
the wake of the demise of affirmative
action in Texas and California, these
staggering numbers arc causing more
than a little anxiety.

And states arc taking action. Last
weck, Texas Gov. George W. Bush
signed a law requiring the state's 35
public universities to accept all Texas
high school graduates in the top 10% of
their class; it takes cffect in 90 days.
Since a significant proportion of the
cstimated 170.000 students who will
graduate from Texas high schools this
yecar come from schools that arc cither
majority-black or majority-Hispanic,this
mecasure virtually guarantecs admission
slots to many minority students.

This represents a valiant cffont, but
will its impact be any different from that
of the policics previously in place? The
most obvious pitfall is that becausc high
schools vary so much in terms of their
standards and curricula, the cducation
received by the top 10% at one school
may be substantially different from that at
another.

In fact, Bruce Walker, UT's directorof
admissions, said the state discontinucd a
top-10% rule about five years ago
because it guarantced admission to
students  who  weren't  prepared
academically. "It wasn't working,”
Walker said. “There's unevenness in K-12
cducation across the state.”

Another pitfall is that some students
may bc among the top 10% of their
graduating class cven though they may
have eschewed academically rigorous
courses, such as chemistry, calculus and
advanced English, for "casy" courses like
health, lifc-management skills  and
physical education.

But if we don't deal with the issue of

minorities' education, children willnot be
the only loscrs - states may pay, too.
Because Texas and California arc the first
states to be affected by the climination of
racc-based admissions, blacks and
Hispanics who arc high achicvers
cducationally may decide to attend
schools in other states. lcading to a
minority “brain drain."

Worst of all, as a result of the debate
on affirmative action rollbacks, many
minoritics have a perception that if they
don't meet the standards of clite
universities, higher education isn't open
to them. But it's not truc. The U.S. has a
multiticred system which admits virtually
anyonc who wants to go to college.

The larger question is: Why are so
many of our public schools failing to
adcquately cducate black students?
Unless we can address that issuc, we're
spinning our wheels.

Gwen Daye Richardson is editor of
Headway magaczine. based in Houston.
Texas. @
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