
























































raised by Mr. Clinton and Democrats: that it would cut off part of the
$500

-per
-child tax credit for families that claim the dependent

-care credit.

The Texas Republican said he would restore the full child credit for families
earning $50,000 or less. He urged Mr. Clinton to reciprocate by accepting a GOP
proposal to give the child credit to parents of tcen

-agers as well as preteens.

In another gesture to the president, Mr. Gingrich hinted that the GOP might
reconsider a provision in the bill that adjusts earnings from the sale of stocks,
bonds, rcal estate and other asscts for inflation before imposing capital

-gains
taxes, starting in 2001.

Mr. Clinton said in a Wall Street Journal interview that he would not sign a tax
bill with such an inflation

-indexing provision because it would cause the budget
deficit to "explode."

But in other remarks to the newspaper, the president was much more conciliatory
toward Republicans than most Democrats have been, and said he felt bound to sign a
tax package because of his budget agreement with Congress.

Mr. Gingrich took note of the split in Democratic ranks. "Gephardt opposed the
budget agreement. I'm sure he is hoping the president will veto the budget
agreement. He's an old

-time Democrat. The president is trying to forge a
relationship with taxpayers and be a new

-time Democrat."
The speaker chided Mr. Clinton for laying down a "nonnegotiable marker" on the
inflation

-indexing provision. "All this posturing is unhelpful. | wish the president
hadn't said it. If we'd all staked out claims in public, we wouldn't have gotten to
a budget agrcement."
He questioned whether Mr. Clinton would be successful in explaining to the public
that he is vetoing a bill with generous tax breaks for middle

-class families and
college education because of an esoteric indexing proposal.

"Even with his rhetorical skills, that would truly be a challenge," he said. "At
the end of the day, I think the president will sign the bill."

In the Senate, meanwhile, tax writers agreed late Thursday night to increase
cigarette taxes by 20 cents a pack to defer some higher taxes on airline tickets and
extend health coverage for uninsured children.

Sen. William V. Roth Jr., chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, announced the
cigarette tax increase after a private session in which members of the panel worked


































































































































































educational development test, or GED, an easy alternative ? it's a 12th
-grade

-level

test.?
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Debate hot over math programs
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By Susan Gembrowski

STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO ? Escondido elementary trustees listened to more than an hour of heated
public comment at last night's school board meeting, as they faced a decision on
whether to offer a choice of math programs in the district's middle schools.

No action had been taken by press time.

More than 120 people attended the meeting, where trustees were set to decide if
the district should offer both traditional and "new," or "integrated," math that is
offered now.

Applause punctuated much of the public testimony. One speaker even received a
standing ovation.

Parent Frances Harting was among the speakers who supported allowing parents and
students a choice.

"Traditional math is not for every child, but 'new' math isn't either," Harting
told the board.

Others felt, as did Dana Maybury, that the choice "doesn't allow for informed
parental choice."

"Parents want a balance of both" in a single math program, Maybury said.

The debate last night occurred after trustees voted 3

-2 June 3 to offer both math
programs in grades six through eight. Trustees Deborah Beaghler, John Laing and
Dawna Nerhus voted in favor of the math

-choice option. with Kathy Marler and Linda
Woods dissenting.

But the vote had to be reconsidered at last night's meeting, after some school
officials and trustees said the issue wasn't properly docketed. The board at the
June 3 meeting had been set to vote on buying additional textbooks to supplement the
"integrated" math program in grades six through eight.

"Integrated" math emphasizes problem

-solving and group work, and allows students
to use calculators to figure out math problems.
The math program was adopted by the elementary district in a three

-year process
that included piloting it in some of the schools. But parents criticized the new
program, saying that it didn't emphasize enough basic skills and math drill.































































































































































































































































