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SUBJECT: Daily Digest 11/18: LATIN AMERICA'S 'COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY'

Ibero-American 

summit of November 10-11 in Chile, last week's visit to Argentina by

Mexican

President Zedillo, elections in Nicaragua and the progress achieved in 

solving 

the Peru-Ecuador border dispute revealed that the media believes the 

region's 

"will to consolidate democracy" remains strong, as does its commitment to 

free 

trade, economic development and the peaceful settlement of disputes.

IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT-The development capturing the most attention at 

the 

annual gathering of heads of state of Latin America, Spain and Portugal 

was the 

meeting’s "firm rejection" of the Helms-Burton Act, the U.S. anti-Castro 

trade 

legislation. With few exceptions, most writers hastened to stress that 

rejection of the U.S. measure does not entail "solidarity toward the
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Castro 

regime," but "the decision to safeguard the principle of freedom of trade 

and 

respect for (the)...intemational legal order." Nevertheless, Havana's

Radio

Rebelde hailed the summit statement as "one of the most categorical 

rejections 

of the Helms-Burton Act." The brouhaha over the summit's stance on the

Castro 

dictatorship sparked many arguments among analysts, with some agreeing 

with 

centrist Diario 16 of Madrid that the participants' handling of the 

situation 

had, "regrettably," turned the spotlight on the Cuban leader and turned 

the 

occasion into another "Castro summit." Others doubted that the

Ibero-American 

leaders had sufficiently impressed upon Mr. Castro the need for democracy 

in

Cuba. La Paz's pro-business La Razon chided the summit participants for 

their 

"cowardice," adding they were "lukewarm... in telling Castro that if he 

wants to 

remain in the company of democratic governments and countries...the only 

path 

he has left is to really democratize." Dailies in Chile and Argentina 

emphasized the meeting's objective of showcasing its members' desire to

i



contribute to a "new international order on the basis of shared 

development."

The independent Buenos Aires Herald saw the challenge for area 

governments as 

that of addressing the problems of poverty, corruption and drug 

trafficking.

all of which might undermine Latin American democracies.

THE NEW ORDER: DEMOCRACY, TRADE, PEACEKEEPING AND 'CLINTON II'-The

November 

12-14 visit of Mr. Zedillo to Argentina was seen in Buenos Aires's papers 

as a 

sign that Mexico and its southern neighbors might work for an "expansion 

of 

regional agreements," principally through NAFTA and MERCOSUR.

Commentators 

welcomed the holding of democratic elections in Nicaragua, but said its 

problems of national reconciliation and poverty are not helped by the 

"indifference" of the U.S. and Latin America. Pundits in Ecuador and Peru 

looked positively on the Santiago accord on their countries' border 

dispute, 

stressing that its solution is important to a continent that helped 

mediate the 

crisis. Journalists called attention to the need by the second-term

Clinton 

administration to turn "a new page" on Cuba and Haiti, and to negotiate

with



Panama on the canal question. Nevertheless, leading Clarin of Buenos

Aires 

feared that Latin America, the "forgotten continent during the campaign," 

will 

continue to be ignored during the next four years.

This survey is based on 42 reports from 15 countries, Oct. 22-Nov. 17.

EDITOR: Mildred Sola Neely

IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

CHILE: "Spain, Following Its Proposal On Castro"

An editorial in influential, conservative El Mercurio (11/17) said, 

"Following 

the line set forth by (Spanish Prime Minister) Jose Maria Aznar in a 

conversation with Fidel Castro during the recent VI Ibero American Summit 

held 

in Santiago, Spain has proposed the European Union harden its policy 

toward

Cuba, to achieve tangible progress toward a participatory democracy and 

more 

respect for human rights in (Cuba)....

"Aznar's initiative is congruent with the participatory democracy embraced



by 

the rest of the countries in our hemisphere, and of all European Union 

members. For this reason, it is of merit that his government proposes the 

application of such principles to Cuba, where they don't exist. However, 

it 

seems unlikely that Fidel Castro will modify the character of his 

government in 

response to foreign political pressures."

"Ibero-America's Ability To Contribute To New International Order"

Conservative, mass-circulation La Tercera (11/7) observed editorially, "It 

is 

believed that some Chilean groups have made obvious efforts to center the

Ibero-American summit on Fidel Castro. Spokesmen for these groups have 

even 

acknowledged receiving funds from Miami-based anti-Castroist groups to 

promote 

the campaign to be unleashed on occasion of Fidel Castro's presence in

Chile.... The fact that Chile is hosting a meeting of countries with a 

population of 500 million, spread over two continents which share 

traditions 

spanning over 500 years of history, is a very important event that should 

not 

be tarnished. This is why the government should have reasserted that it 

will

not allow any type of demonstrations, either in favor or against, that do



not 

comply with the law.

"These summits have been instrumental in showing the rest of the world 

that the

Ibero-American community of nations is able to contribute effectively to 

outline a new international order on the basis of shared development.

Within 

this context, the summit on this occasion will approve agreements to 

strengthen 

regional and multilateral organizations, particularly the United Nations, 

and 

empower it to prevent and resolve conflicts, combat extreme poverty, 

define 

strategies for sustainable economic and social development, and to defend 

democracy. In sum, the Chilean people must, once again, be cordial with 

their 

guests and avoid making Chile the site of conflicts that must be resolved 

by 

those responsible for them."

ARGENTINA: "It's Not Cuba That Matters, But Social Neglect In Region"

An editorial in the independent, English-language Buenos Aires Herald 

(11/14) 

opined, "Since (Argentine) President Carlos Menem insisted on renewing

his



onslaught against Cuban dictator Fidel Castro,...it is high time to 

inform him 

of the counterproductive nature of this obsession.... All Menem has 

achieved 

is to shed more limelight on a Cuba already receiving attention out of 

all 

proportion to its importance at the Santiago summit. A despot of 37 

years' 

standing like Fidel Castro was already lucky to be allowed to be signing a 

joint statement with his elected colleagues.... As an extra bonus, Castro 

received the summit's support against the Helms-Burton U.S. embargo 

against

Cuba

"In fact, Cuba hardly matters outside the Caribbean area. The real 

challenge 

facing Latin America's democracies is not so much to bring the region’s 

last 

surviving dictatorship to an end as to address the social neglect which 

has 

been the inevitable price of economic liberalism. Failure to lend 

socio-economic substance to democracy runs the risk of leading not so 

much to

(Chile's) Pinochet-style military dictatorship or Castro's socialism as, 

perhaps, toward an equally pernicious and insidious danger: populism."



"Ibero-America's Will To Consolidate Democracy"

An editorial in daily-of-record La Nacion said (11/13), "The 23 chiefs of 

state 

and government who participated in the Sixth Ibero-American Summit held in

Chile, confirmed their countries' commitment to 'democracy, the rule of 

law.

pluralism, respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms.'... Beyond 

the 

paradoxical fact that such a declaration has been signed by Fidel

Castro,...it 

should also be celebrated that the community of Ibero-American nations 

has 

emphasized, once again, its will to consolidate democracy as a way of 

life.

"It is also encouraging to see progress in the exchange of ideas regarding 

what 

is being called the 'govemability of democracy,' revealing the growing 

concern of many political leaders about the difficulties occasionally 

encountered by the democratic system, frequently threatened by the lack 

of 

successful economic policies or the governments' inability to stop the 

increase of corruption, drug trafficking, terrorism or other equally 

destabilizing scourges.

"The Cuba issue has become, once again, the source of controversy. On one



hand, Fidel Castro's presence caused strong demands-headed, as on other

occasions, by (Argentine) President Carlos Menem—in favor of a change of 

conditions on the island that would lead to the substitution of the 

present 

totalitarian state by a regime that would guarantee respect of human 

rights 

and the establishment of democracy. Such claims emphasized again

Castro's 

isolation from the international community....

"In spite of this, the heads of state...reiterated their protest against

the

Helms-Burton law It would be a mistake to suppose that the position

taken 

by the summit on this issue expresses or covers up an attitude of 

solidarity 

toward the Castro regime. What has prevailed is the decision to safeguard 

the 

principle of freedom of trade and respect for an unquestionable 

international 

legal order.

"On the other hand, even if it can be considered that, objectively 

speaking.

Castro came out ahead through this declaration, it is evident that other 

statements of the summit far from benefit him. A point that has been 

definitely hostile (toward Castro)—even if neither Cuba nor its



government is 

clearly named-is the one that defines the indispensable elements of all 

democracies, 'the independence of powers, their mutual control, an 

adequate 

representation of majorities and minorities, freedom of expression and 

free, 

periodic and transparent elections.'"

"Upholding Commitment To Democracy"

The independent, English-language Buenos Aires Herald's editorial held 

(11/12) 

"Perhaps the major underlying theme of this summit has been political.

inasmuch as the countries have largely committed themselves to upholding 

the 

principle of democracy for the Latin American region. Yet little progress 

has b 

een made in finding sustainable ways to redress the chronic scourges that 

undermine democracy throughout the continent, such as poverty, corruption 

or 

drug trafficking. Unless these very immediate challenges can be met and 

successfully dealt with, the region has very little chance of ever getting 

into 

a position from where it can concentrate solely on integration.

"The challenge is there and must be faced, and, while it would be suicidal

to



push ahead at an unrealistic pace, letting unresolved disputes drag on 

endlessly is unlikely to serve any useful purpose. Ultimately Latin

America 

will probably have to break new ground slowly where it can, and if this 

slow 

but relentless process can be kept for long enough, it should ultimately 

be 

s - •successful.

"This must be good news for all countries involved, despite the deep 

historical differences that still exist."

BOLIVIA: "Missing: An Adequate Message For Castro"

In the editorial view of La Paz's pro-business La Razon (11/14), "As was 

expected from the beginning, condemnation of the American Helms-Burton 

law.

which affects trade with Cuba, was a kind of counterweight to the explicit 

or 

implicit censure that Fidel Castro's dictatorship would have received.

"But the topic of the Castro dictatorship perhaps would have gone almost 

unnoticed had it not been for Jose Maria Aznar, since it is clear that a 

poor 

understanding of solidarity or prudence, or consideration on the part of

the



host and even, perhaps, a certain cowardice with regard to the firm 

presentation of the principles in which they believe-all the

Ibero-American 

countries are today democratic except for Cuba-led Chile...and the rest 

of 

the participants to show themselves to be too weak, insecure or lukewarm 

in 

telling Castro that if he wants to remain in the company of democratic 

governments and countries in these meetings, the only path he has left is 

to 

really democratize his regime. Therefore, an adequate message was 

missing in 

the final summit declaration."

"Castro's Presence: Incredible And Cynical"

Samuel Mendoza maintained in conservative El Diario of La Paz (11/14), 

"The 

presence of Cuban Communist dictator Fidel Castro at the sixth

Ibero-American

Summit, which took place in Chile and which had as its central theme 

'govemability for an efficient and participatory democracy," was, from 

all 

points of view, incredible and certainly cynical. What business did a 

sinister character like [Castro], who has tortured the Cuban people for 

more 

than 35 years through a regime that understands nothing about democracy,



have 

there?

"Incredibly, it would seem that the Santiago summit was custom-made for

Fidel

Castro, since a lot was said about the American Helms-Burton law.

condemning it 

for being against the Cuban regime, and very little about the importance 

and 

need to return liberty to the Cuban people by democratizing the 

country....

Apparently, the Ibero-American presidents, who are democrats in effect.

do not 

care much about the dramatic situation of the Cuban people, whose 

elemental 

rights and liberties continue to be trampled by the dictator and his 

clique."

"Stubborn U.S. Embargo Incomprehensible"

La Paz's left-leaning Presencia commented editorially (11/8), "American 

stubbomnes in maintaining an economic embargo against Cuba is, at this 

time in 

history, incomprehensible. Cuba has given signals of its willingness to 

normalize its relations with the United States, but it has always...run 

into a

wall. During that time, all the American presidents predicted the fall of



the

Cuban regime, while reality showed that they were the ones who were 

changed.

Aside from that, Latin America has overcome old fears and prejudices with 

regard to Cuba and has adopted, with more and more firmness, solidary with 

the

Cuban people."

BRAZIL: "Cuba Poses No Threat To Continent"

An editorial (11/12) in Brasilia's pro-government Correio Brasiliense 

maintained, "The sixth Ibero-American summit held in Santiago has dealt a 

harsh 

blow to the U.S. economic embargo on Cuba.... It has been a long time 

since 

the U.S. government has faced such strong criticism.... International 

rejection of the embargo on Cuba proves that Clinton will have to 

reconsider 

his policy as soon as possible. Otherwise, the United States will no 

longer be 

the indispensable nation of the re-elected president's dreams....

"For a long time now, Cuba has posed no threat to the stability of 

institutions. The revolutionary who worried many chiefs of state of the 

continent has changed. The beard of the Sierra Maestra subversive has

grayed,



and so have his political ideas."

CUBA: "Positive Results Of Ibero-American Summit"

Havana's Radio Rebelde aired these remarks (11/12) by Orlando Contreras 

from

Santiago de Chile: "The sixth Ibero-American summit yielded positive 

results 

regarding certain fundamental principles of coexistence between countries, 

and 

left on record one of the most categorical rejections of the Helms-Burton

Act... The heads of state and government of 21 Latin American countries 

also 

vowed to honor the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention and 

juridical 

equality of the states, which are the basis of international law.

Regarding 

self-determination, the sixth summit recognizes the right of all peoples 

to 

freely construct their political system 

and institutions in peace, stability and justice....

"For his part, Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar may have felt that

Fidel's realistic assessment of the current world situation was alarmist 

[catastrofista]. Aznar then called for a full democracy in all countries 

of

the continent, without exception, apparently alluding to the fact that



Cuba 

does not assume the full democracy that Aznar fancies. The facts, not 

rhetoric, show Aznar's democracy favors the rich and falls short in 

emotion and 

social solidarity.... Socialism has shown it is imperfect, but capitalism 

is 

not only imperfect but also unfair."

ECUADOR: "Time For U.S. To Reconsider Cuba Policy"

Leading, centrist El Comercio commented (11/11): "In Santiago, once 

again.

this democratic exercise allowed...the presence of Fidel Castro-the only 

dictator of the region-and, moreover, permitted him to end up a victor.

thanks 

to the condemnation of the U.S. Helms-Burton law. It is, apparently, a 

sui 

generis situation. The disagreement among the Ibero-American majority is 

only 

explicable by their fear that the Cuban blockade might be extended and 

affect 

other countries. Aside from this, it is time for the United States to 

analyze 

the increasing opposition to this law, reluctantly approved by President

Clinton in a crucial moment during his electoral campaign. Now that the 

elections are over, certain surprises in the relations between those two

countries might be expected."



MEXICO: "Non-Intervention, Cuba And Helms-Burton"

In the editorial view of centrist Excelsior (11/12), "President Zedillo 

rejected in Chile any possibility that Mexico might use 'its political 

and 

economic muscle' to provoke an alleged transition to democracy in

Cuba....

Non-intervention has been the key to sovereignty and independence for

Latin

American nations. As a matter of fact, it represents a very important 

shield 

against the stupid attitudes of economic powers such as the United

States, 

which try to impose their will on other countries beyond their borders.

President Zedillo expressed his rejection of the implementation of the

Helms-Burton law.... Only unity will be able to stop the arrogance of an 

empire that is obsolete."

URUGUAY: "Castro's Anachronistic Words Refuted"

Business-economic El Observador's editorial (11/12) said, "Castro's views, 

which, like his dictatorship, belong to an anachronistic past, were 

clearly 

refuted by (Uruguayan President) Sanguinetti, who described Latin America 

as a

continent striving forward, a continent with great achievements during the



last 

few years, and one which confronted corruption as well as many other 

essential 

issues with decisiveness and realism. His words were like a response to 

those of Fidel Castro, who had described Latin America's situation as 

gloomy 

and exploited by a two-headed monster: the United States and the big 

international companies."

EUROPE

SPAIN: "The Castro Summit"

Centrist Diario 16 argued (11/14): "Once again, the Ibero-American summit 

has 

regrettably become the 'Castro summit.' It condemned the Helms-Burton 

legislation, basically rebuking Clinton for a law which Ibero-American, as 

well 

as European countries, reject. Although the goal of democratizing Cuba is 

shared by all, Aznar, the Spanish prime minister, has gone too far in his 

frontal opposition to Castro, which breaks from the official Spanish 

diplomatic 

line...and gives the impression of following Washington in its support of 

the 

most extreme of the Cuban opposition groups."

"Pressuring Castro While Objecting To Helms-Burton"



An editorial in independent El Mundo (11/13) concluded, "By establishing 

limits 

on economic aid from Spain to Cuba based on an authentic democratization 

of

Cuba, the Spanish prime minister is advancing (the cause of) freedom in

Cuba.... However this increased firmness must not be confused with bowing 

to 

the United States or Mas Canosa's extremist positions....

"A policy of diplomatic and political pressure on Castro is perfectly 

compatible with rejecting the Helms-Burton legislation, which violates 

the 

principle of sovereignty of nations. It is also compatible with 

maintaining 

economic and trade relations and supplying humanitarian aid to ease the 

misery 

of the people."

"Aznar Made Summit Focus On Cuba"

Liberal El Pais countered (11/12) in an editorial, "Spanish Prime Minister

Aznar has managed, with his comment, 'I have nothing against Cuba, but 

everything against its regime,' to make the summit once again focus on

Cuba.... Whether it was his intention or not, Aznar is favoring not only

Mas

Canosa, through the Cuban-American Foundation, but the United States,



which is 

never very sympathetic to meetings to which it has not been invited."

"Vina del Mar Final Declaration"

ignore 

that there is something extraordinary in the fact that, among all of the 

authentically democratic leaders of Ibero-America, Fidel Castro confirmed.

just 

before signing (the final declaration), his desire to uphold a Communist 

dictatorship supported by a single party and the police. Castro's farce 

of

Ibero-American governments to think about the uselessness in believing 

what he 

(Castro) signs. Castro, by himself, will never initiate a democratic 

transition, and it is time that this reality be accepted as fact and to 

end the 

the 

island be eased."

"Little To Do With Reality" 

Readers of independent El Mundo (11/12) saw this editorial: "The final

document

2-

repeatedly signing commitments he will never fulfill raises the need for

charade of believing that only by talking to the dictator can tyranny on 

Under the headline above, conservative ABC (11/12) insisted, "Nobody can 



of the Ibero-American summit is a perfect combination of vague and 

general 

topics for whose achievement nothing and nobody is accountable. This 

final 

text has little to do with reality."

BRITAIN: "Singeing Castro's Beard"

Under the headline above, the independent weekly Economist (11/16) 

suggested 

that Castro, by attending the summit, "got more than he bargained for.

"What he wanted was condemnation of the U.S.'s siege of Cuba's economy.

Most

Latin American governments dislike that kind of bullying and they duly 

decried 

it.... But they also dislike Mr. Castro's dictatorship. And this time 

they 

said so with unusual clarity."

RUSSIA: "Latin American Democracy Still Illusionary In Many Ways"

Centrist Nezavisimaya Gazeta (11/13) carried an article by Karen

Khachaturov on 

the recent sixth meeting of heads of state and government of



Ibero-American 

states in Chile: "The participants in the summit discussed American-Cuban 

relations, first of all the negative impact of the Helms-Burton Act on the 

economies of Ibero-American countries. Spain, for instance, holds first 

place 

among European investors in Cuba and, together with the Latin American 

countries, rightly demands an abolition of this unlawful legislation 

which, to 

boot, is extra-territorial in its application. That is why the sanctions 

against Cuba were roundly condemned."

Assessing the summit, the author writes: "The discussion of the main theme 

[of 

the forum] in Chile showed that in Latin America democracy is still 

illusionary 

in many ways."

THE NEW ORDER: DEMOCRACY, TRADE, PEACEKEEPING AND 'CLINTON IF

ARGENTINA: "Mexico And MERCOSUR: Difficult Four-Plus-One Sum"

Left-of-center Pagina 12 (11/13) ran this assessment by political analyst

Maria

O'Donnell: "President Zedillo's visit to Argentina marks a change in

Mexico's 

foreign policy. Diplomats agree that, until the 'tequila crisis,' Mexico

did



not appear too interested in the rest of Latin America.... Before 

traveling to

Buenos Aires, Zedillo tried to achieve a 'rapprochement' with Fernando

Cardoso 

and proposed starting a 'special relationship' between Mexico and

Brazil. But

Cardoso answered evasively.... Only after his failed attempt with

Cardoso did

Zedillo aim at Menem,...who also favors MERCOSUR but is easily tempted by 

shortcuts which lead to the United States."

"Argentina And Mexico, MERCOSUR And NAFTA"

An editorial in leading Clarin said (11/13), "President Zedillo's visit.

with 

the purpose of creating a political and economic alliance with Argentina, 

is a 

good opportunity for both nations to strengthen their historical links 

and 

achieve better relative conditions vis-a-vis the world market. The 

importance 

of the Mexican economy to Latin America is undoubted, and the clearest 

example 

of this was the shock resulting from the. ..’tequila effect' in countries 

of the 

region. Argentina, precisely, was one of those which suffered most from

the



drain of capital by frightened investors.

"Nevertheless, trade relations between the two countries are far from 

significant.... Part of President Zedillo's proposal is to change this 

situation of trade imbalance, caused partially by Mexico's accession to

NAFTA...and the expansion of trade horizons.... The consolidation and 

extension of MERCOSUR and the expansion of regional agreements with 

countries 

as important as Mexico must help Argentina, therefore, to generate better 

possibilities of growth."

"A Good Starting Point"

Daily-of-record La Nacion (11/15) stressed, "Mexico's positive wish (to 

join

MERCOSUR) may contribute to the improvement of regional organization and 

also 

leave the door partially open to move forward later on to new proposals 

of 

association between MERCOSUR and NAFTA, already outlined as long-term 

political goals, in the North and here... The fact that Mexico has looked

South 

with interest...on this region is a good starting point."

"Latin America, A Forgotten Continent"



Araceli Viceconte, on assignment in Washington for leading Clarin (11/5)

remarked, ".Latin America has been a kind of forgotten continent during 

the 

campaign...and the absence of the territory south of the Rio Grande from 

the

American policy may continue whichever the winner of these elections may 

be,

"There are hopes that...the trade issue may be picked up again, but it 

will be 

slow and depend on the composition of the Congress. Beyond the good will 

expressed by Bill Clinton as well as by Bob Dole, and the consensus of 

the 

moderate sectors of both parties, times do not seem to forecast great 

initiatives. Chile may join NAFTA, although it is not a very large nor 

attractive market. Cuba will continue to be a headache, especially 

regarding 

the enforcement of the last clause of the Helms-Burton law that 

strengthens 

the economic embargo. The main American frustrations, those related to 

drug 

trafficking and security, may bring either complications or news. Of the 

rest, 

little is to be said.

"(Secretary of Defense) Perry said 'There is mistrust in Latin American

countries. Argentina's position five years ago, or even three years ago.



could 

have allowed it to join NAFTA together with Chile, or after Chile. But, 

even 

with MERCOSUR, South Americans will never be a big trade bloc. Besides, 

in a 

bloc with Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, there is not a 'big' 

helper 

should problems arise.' (Perry) emphasized that the political 

instability in 

those countries (either President Menem's succession, or Brazil's 

post-Cardoso 

era) is another key factor that prevents any kind of negotiation."

"New Faces In Central America"

An editorial in leading Clarin said (10/25), "Neither threatening 

military 

hierarchies nor former guerrilla commanders are the political 

protagonists in

Central America today. The presidential elections in Nicaragua...add 

their 

characteristics to this new scene-civilian, and, at the same time, 

notably 

incomplete....

"The first transition to elected governments in the history of Nicaragua

was a



clear example of this difficult learning process as much as of its 

limited 

results.... Neither the Sandinistas’ nor Violeta Chamorro's governments 

were 

able to introduce structural changes to overcome extreme underdevelopment 

and 

this explains the victory...of Arnoldo Aleman, a lawyer and coffee 

planter 

businessman who ran with the advantages of his relative novelty,

Managua's 

regulatory administration and the promise of economic investment.

"Everyone is aware, anyway, of how much is still to be done outside the 

perameters of these imperfect political systems: Sectors that are excluded 

from 

pluralistic exchange and constitutional legislation, the portions of 

society 

that are deprived of political order and production, the realities that 

are not 

represented in their institutions. It is here, rather than in their 

administrative centers, where the biggest challenges to Central American 

countries lie."

"A Hard Task Awaits Aleman"

Managua correspondent Patricio Bernabe filed for daily-of-record La Nacion 

(10/25), "Govemability will be Arnoldo Aleman's greatest challenge once



he 

takes over power in January next year. Aleman's Liberal Alliance must 

face 

unpredictable opposition from the Sandinistas, which suffered on Sunday 

their 

second consecutive defeat in the ballots.... Aleman is also regarded as 

the 

most capable candidate to tackle upcoming economic challenges, receive 

support 

from private enterprise, Nicaraguans in exile, in Miami, and from the

Catholic

Church.... A hard task awaits the next president: to finally reconcile 

his 

country and fight unemployment and poverty, two scourges which are 

affecting

Nicaragua relentlessly."

"An Uncertain Future"

Telma Luzzani, on special assignment in Managua for leading Clarin, opined 

(10/22), "If the victory of the Sandinista revolution in 1979 marked the 

decline of lifelong dictatorships in Latin America, the predictable 

victory of

Arnoldo Aleman is the confirmation that the new millennium will find a 

world

ruled by the right wing Social differences will deepen in the



world. In

Nicaragua, such social division is also the result of its history of 

confrontation. Aleman's eventual presidency opens a new cycle of fear for 

a

large portion of Nicaraguans: The return from exile of the former Somoza 

elite 

and the possibility of the redistribution of confiscated property....

"Even though Daniel Ortega's defeat is a hard blow to him as a national 

political figure, the FSLN has not lost its appeal nor its political 

power.

Nevertheless, another uncertainty these elections present is the future of 

the

Front."

BARBADOS: "What Will Clinton II Bring For Caribbean?"

Columnist Rickey Singh commented in the moderate Nation (11/8), "A 

question of 

immediate relevance for us in the Caribbean is whether this return in U.S.

politics will mean much of the same old 'trade and aid' problems we have 

been 

facing from a Clinton administration in its choreography with a Republican

Cong 

ress for political survival. Or will there be a more flexible and 

sympathetic 

approach in Washington to our concerns?



"What Clinton and a Republican-controlled Congress seem to have in common 

is 

hardly comforting for us in the Caribbean. That includes a hostile policy 

towards Cuba, with all its attendant consequences of political tension and 

instability in a region that bridges the two Americas.... On other trade 

and 

economic issues, there remains the insistence by the United States on 

dismantling of the EU's banana imports regime, which gives limited 

preferential 

treatment to bananas from the Caribbean. There is also CARICOM's desire 

to 

access long- sought after parity concessions with NAFTA.... The

Community's 

heads of government have also considered for priority action a first-ever

CARICOM-U.S. summit. Such a summit could result in a useful contribution 

by 

small Caribbean states to helping President Clinton honor his campaign 

pledge 

to 'build bridges' into the 21st century."

CHILE: "Sandinista Defeat In Nicaragua"

Mass-appeal, conservative La Segunda (10/22) said in an editorial, "What 

affects Nicaragua the most is the indifference regarding its desperate 

situation, especially from the United States, whose historical 

responsibility 



was crucial in the support of dynastic dictatorships which, for a long 

time.

were convenient to North American politics. Reagan's efforts towards 

helping

Nicaraguans gain back their freedom have not been followed up adequately 

in 

terms of economic cooperation by the Clinton administration. The rest of 

the 

continent has not shown much solidarity with Nicaragua either.... We can 

only 

hope that Alem ;n's strong victory is adequately appreciated by the 

international financial system in order to assist in the restoration of

Nicaragua, the second poorest country of the continent after Haiti."

ECUADOR: "Time Favors Peru"

In his opinion column, Pedro Saad wrote in Guayaquil's center-left Expreso 

(11/3), the most anti-Peru paper among the major dailies: "Like it or not,

Ecuador has recognized the force of the Rio Protocol. There is no turning 

back.... Ecuador enjoyed a big enough success during the military 

conflict in 

the Cenepa to irritate Peru, but not big enough to modify the relation of 

forces in the long run.... Time favors Peru. It is the stronger 

structurally 

and might achieve military superiority if enough resources are earmarked 

and it 

has time to re-educate its top



officers in the handling of state of the art technology.... Consequently, 

we 

have little time to achieve a negotiating framework on the level with our 

military success in the Cenepa....

"This is reality. And, after freely accepting the force of the protocol 

and 

abandoning the idea of papal arbitration, the only thing left in this 

scenario 

is that the guarantors demand the closing of the border, providing (maybe) 

a

small territorial concession to Ecuador. But it is going to be almost 

impossible to have this path lead us to 'compensation,' such as a 

sovereign 

corridor to the Amazon."

"The Need To End The Ecuador-Peru Conflict"

Quito's leading, centrist El Comercio (10/31) noted, "If the signature of 

the

Santiago agreement between the ministers of Ecuador and Peru was 

expedited, it 

was not a coincidence. The guarantors have performed detailed work and 

have

exercised pressure. There are various results: Aside from the statements



of 

various diplomats and the visits of Luigi Einaudi-the U.S.

representative--to

Quito and Lima; the proposal of the four guarantor countries (Argentina,

Brazil, Chile and the United States) was the foundation for the signature 

of 

the document in Chile. These actions, as well as their good will, make 

evident 

the need to end the conflict between Ecuador and Peru, because of its 

interconnection to the whole continent."

"Unite Behind Accord"

The front-page editorial of influential, center-left Hoy of Quito (10/31) 

said.

"The conflict with Peru is a century old and finally we are about to 

arrive at 

a solution, which should find the country reasonably unified. Not so much 

around one idea—there is no uniformity in a democracy-but with every 

sector w 

illing to talk and listen, to disagree but also to understand. The border 

negotiations are a matter of state and not one of government. Friends and 

enemies of the administration should act in harmony, without political 

maneuvering and partisanship."

"U.S. Has Been Especially Important"



Quito's leading, centrist El Comercio (10/30) remarked, "The guarantors 

succeeded in adjusting the clocks of Ecuador and Peru in order to initiate 

important territorial negotiations. The United States has been especially 

important, through its representative, Luigi Einaudi, who performed a 

detailed 

job coordinating with the diplomats of the six countries."

JAMAICA: "Clinton's Opportunity To Write New Page On Cuba, Haiti"

Barbados-based journalist Rickey Singh wrote in the moderate, influential

Sunday Gleaner (11/10), "The Caribbean region...offers the challenge to a 

victorious second-term President Bill Clinton to make a remarkable impact 

on

U.S. foreign policy in the Western hemisphere as the last American 

president of 

the 20th century. That challenge is linked to future U.S. policy 

initiatives 

on Cuba and Haiti.... Mr. Clinton now has the opportunity to write 

himself 

into U.S. history as the politician who succeeded in restoring normal 

relations 

between the United States and Fidel Castro's Cuba.

"The Caribbean Community (CARICOM), though small in size and resources, is 

nevertheless in a good position to help in fostering improved Cuba-U.S.

relations and also play a role with the United States in encouraging the

growth



of democratic institutions and political stability in Haiti."

PANAMA: "Canal Negotiations: One Of First Tests For Second Term"

Washington correspondent Henry Raymont filed for conservative El Panama

America

(11/15), pointing out that, even though relations are still good, 

prospects 

are less favorable now than 

they were a year ago for arriving at an agreement on a post-2000 U.S.

presence 

in Panama: "The general opinion is that the delay has allowed criticism 

to 

build domestically and with prominent foreign opinion leaders

Panamanian 

sources say the Clinton administration has not yet signaled it is ready 

to 

start serious discussions.... Clinton is not interested in reaching a 

consensus in the Pentagon to keep the bases.... It is expected that the 

negotiations will be one of the first tests of the new bipartisan foreign 

policy hoped for in the second Clinton presidential term. Ironically, one 

possible and positive step in this direction is the re-election of

Senator

Helms, the author of the resolution urging the administration to 

negotiate a 

continued U.S. military presence in Panama." 



"Clinton's Re-Election Will Not Bring Major Changes For Us"

Conservative El Panama America (11/9) front-paged this editorial, "For

Panama,

Clinton's re-election will not represent major changes in its 

relationship....

Historically, foreign policy in the United States has been independent of 

the 

party living in the White House. The appointment by Clinton of Republican

Negroponte confirms this."

PERU: "A Step Forward"

Economic Gestion (10/31) commented, "The Santiago accord...is a step 

forward.

(It represents) the end of the border demarcation (as defined by the) Rio

Protocol and the end of the echoes of the last military conflict.

However, the 

end of the road is still long and difficult. It is easy to foresee that

Ecuador will insist on some of its previous demands. This will probably 

be the 

crucial moment of the negotiations. It is (also) evident that Peru will 

uphold 

its position of not granting territorial concessions, and therefore 

respecting 

the Rio Protocol."



"White House Satisfaction With Santiago Accord"

The editor-in-chief of center-right Expreso, Manuel D’Omellas, wrote in 

his 

daily column (10/31), "The White House has shown its satisfaction with the 

signing of the Santiago accord in an unusual press communique. Less than 

one 

week before the U.S. elections, U.S. pleasure with the outcome seems to be 

part 

of Bill Clinton's re-election 'final push.' Clinton wanted this

Peru-Ecuador 

joint decision-to begin 'conversations of a substantive nature' before 

the end 

of the year in Brasilia—as a new foreign policy 'feather in his hat.' The 

electoral objective is obvious.

"For the Ecuadoreans, what is under discussion is the 'delimitation,' 

while for

Peru it is 'demarcation.' The U.S. government—which is obviously the most 

important among the guarantor countries—at last has supported the

Peruvian 

thesis in this crucial point. The above will necessarily mean that either 

(the

United States) will abandon Luigi Einaudi's efforts to get Peru's granting 

of 

territorial concessions to Ecuador or (Ecuador's will) to submit the 



drafting 

of the border line to the ukase of an 'eminent person,' such as the Pope 

or

Jimmy Carter."
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1BEROAMERICAN SUMMITThe development capturing the most attention at the 
annua
1 gathering of heads of state of Latin America, Spain and Portugal was 
the meet
ing's "firm rejection" of the HelmsBurton Act, the U.S. antiCastro 
trade legisl
ation. With few exceptions, most writers hastened to stress that
rejection of
the U.S. measure does not entail "solidarity toward the Castro 
regime," but "th
e decision to safeguard the principle of freedom of trade and
respect for (the)
...international legal order." Nevertheless, Havana's Radio
Rebelde hailed the
summit statement as "one of the most categorical

rejections of the HelmsBurton
Act." The brouhaha over the summit's stance

on the Castro dictatorship sparke
d many arguments among analysts, with some
agreeing with centrist Diario 16 of
Madrid that the participants' handling of
the situation had, "regrettably," tur
ned the spotlight on the Cuban leader
and turned the occasion into another "Cas
tro summit." Others doubted that
the IberoAmerican leaders had sufficiently im
pressed upon Mr. Castro the
need for democracy in Cuba. La Paz's probusiness L
a Razon chided the summit
participants for their "cowardice," adding they were
"lukewarm...in telling
Castro that if he wants to remain in the company of dem
ocratic governments
and countries...the only path he has left is to really demo
cratize."
Dailies in Chile and Argentina emphasized the meeting's objective o 
f 
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LATIN AMERICA'S 'WILL' TO UPHOLD 'COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY'

X' hp x (#A roundup of Latin American, Caribbean and European views on the 
Ibe
roAmerican summit of November 1011 in Chile, last week's visit to
Argentina by
Mexican President Zedillo, elections in Nicaragua and the
progress achieved in
solving the PeruEcuador border dispute revealed that
the media believes the reg
ion's "will to consolidate democracy" remains
strong, as does its commitment to
free trade, economic development and the

peaceful settlement of disputes.



showcasing its members' desire to contribute to a "new international order on

IBEROAMERICAN SUMMIT

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

CHILE: "Spain, Following Its Proposal On Castro"

the basis of shared development." The independent Buenos Aires Herald saw 
th
e challenge for area governments as that of addressing the problems of 
poverty
, corruption and drug trafficking, all of which might undermine Latin
American
democracies.

An editorial in influential, conservative El Mercurio (11/17) said, 
"Following
the line set forth by (Spanish Prime Minister) Jose Maria Aznar in 

a conversat
ion with Fidel Castro during the recent VI Ibero American Summit 
held in Santia

THE NEW ORDER: DEMOCRACY, TRADE, PEACEKEEPING AND 'CLINTON II'The 
November 1
214 visit of Mr. Zedillo to Argentina was seen in Buenos Aires's 
papers as a si
gn that Mexico and its southern neighbors might work for an
"expansion of regio
nal agreements," principally through NAFTA and MERCOSUR.
Commentators welcomed
the holding of democratic elections in Nicaragua, but 
said its problems of nat
ional reconciliation and poverty are not helped by
the "indifference" of the U.
S. and Latin America. Pundits in Ecuador and
Peru looked positively on the San
tiago accord on their countries' border
dispute, stressing that its solution is
important to a continent that helped

mediate the crisis. Journalists called a
ttention to the need by the
secondterm Clinton administration to turn "a new pa 
ge" on Cuba and Haiti,
and to negotiate with Panama on the canal question. Nev 
ertheless, leading
Clarin of Buenos Aires feared that Latin America, the "forgo
tten continent
during the campaign," will continue to be ignored during the nex
t four
years.
This survey is based on 42 reports from 15 countries, Oct. 22Nov. 17.
EDITOR: Mildred Sola Neely



"IberoAmerica's Ability To Contribute To New International Order"

1 .

"These summits have been instrumental in showing the rest of the world that 
the
IberoAmerican community of nations is able to contribute effectively to 

outlin
e a new international order on the basis of shared development.
Within this
context, the summit on this occasion will approve agreements to 
strengthen regi
onal and multilateral organizations, particularly the United
Nations, and empow
er it to prevent and resolve conflicts, combat extreme
poverty, define strategi
es for sustainable economic and social development, 

Conservative, masscirculation La Tercera (11/7) observed editorially, "It is 
be
lieved that some Chilean groups have made obvious efforts to center the 
Ibero Am
erican summit on Fidel Castro. Spokesmen for these groups have even 
acknowledg
ed receiving funds from Miamibased antiCastroist groups to 
promote the campaign
to be unleashed on occasion of Fidel Castro's presence 
in Chile.... The fact
that Chile is hosting a meeting of countries with a 
population of 500 million,
spread over two continents which share traditions
spanning over 500 years of hi
story, is a very important event that should not
be tarnished. This is why the
government should have reasserted that it will

not allow any type of demonstra
tions, either in favor or against, that do not 
comply with the law.

go, Spain has proposed the European Union harden its policy 
toward Cuba, to ach
ieve tangible progress toward a participatory democracy 
and more respect for hu 
man rights in (Cuba)....

"Aznar's initiative is congruent with the participatory democracy embraced by 
t
he rest of the countries in our hemisphere, and of all European Union 
members.
For this reason, it is of merit that his government proposes the 

application o
f such principles to Cuba, where they don't exist. However, it 
seems unlikely
that Fidel Castro will modify the character of his government
in response to fo
reign political pressures."

*■- * ■



ARGENTINA: "It's Not Cuba That Matters, But Social Neglect In Region"

"IberoAmerica's Will To Consolidate Democracy"

and to defend democracy. I
n sum, the Chilean people must, once again, be 
cordial with their guests and av 
oid making Chile the site of conflicts that 
must be resolved by those responsib 
le for them."

(Chile's) Pinochetstyle military dictatorship or Castro's socialism as, 
perhaps
, toward an equally pernicious and insidious danger: populism."

An editorial in dailyofrecord LaNacion said (11/13), "The 23 chiefs of 
state
and government who participated in the Sixth IberoAmerican Summit held 
in Chile
, confirmed their countries' commitment to 'democracy, the rule of
law, plural
ism, respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms.'... 
Beyond the paradox
ical fact that such a declaration has been signed by Fidel

X' hp x (#An editorial in the independent, Englishlanguage Buenos Aires Herald 
(11/14)

opined, "Since (Argentine) President Carlos Menem insisted on renewin 
ghis
onslaught against Cuban dictator Fidel Castro,...it is high time to info 
rm
him of the counterproductive nature of this obsession.... All Menem has 
ach
ieved is to shed more limelight on a Cuba already receiving attention out 
of a
11 proportion to its importance at the Santiago summit. A despot of 37 
years'
standing like Fidel Castro was already lucky to be allowed to be 

signing a joi
nt statement with his elected colleagues.... As an extra bonus, 
Castro receive
d the summit's support against the HelmsBurton U.S. embargo 
against Cuba....
X' hp x (#
"In fact, Cuba hardly matters outside the Caribbean area. The real challenge 
f
acing Latin America's democracies is not so much to bring the region's last 
sur
viving dictatorship to an end as to address the social neglect which has 
been
the inevitable price of economic liberalism. Failure to lend 
socioeconomic sub
stance to democracy runs the risk of leading not so much 
to 



"In spite of this, the heads of state...reiterated their protest against the 
H
elmsBurton law.... It would be a mistake to suppose that the position 
taken by
the summit on this issue expresses or covers up an attitude of 
solidarity tow
ard the Castro regime. What has prevailed is the decision to 
safeguard the pri
nciple of freedom of trade and respect for an unquestionable 
international lega
1 order.

"On the other hand, even if it can be considered that, objectively speaking, 
Ca
stro came out ahead through this declaration, it is evident that other 
stateme
nts of the summit far from benefit him. A point that has been 
definitely host
ile (toward Castrojeven if neither Cuba nor its government
is clearly namedis
the one that defines the indispensable elements of all 

Castro,...it should
also be celebrated that the community of IberoAmerican 

nations has emphasized
, once again, its will to consolidate democracy as a 
way of life.

"It is also encouraging to see progress in the exchange of ideas regarding 
what
is being called the 'governability of democracy,' revealing the growing 

conce
m of many political leaders about the difficulties occasionally 
encountered b
y the democratic system, frequently threatened by the lack of 
successful econo
mic policies or the governments' inability to stop the
increase of corruption,
drug trafficking, terrorism or other equally

destabilizing scourges.

"The Cuba issue has become, once again, the source of controversy. On one 
hand
, Fidel Castro's presence caused strong demandsheaded, as on other 
occasions,
by (Argentine) President Carlos Menem in favor of a change of 
conditions on the
island that would lead to the substitution of the present

totalitarian state
by a regime that would guarantee respect of human rights 
and the establishment
of democracy. Such claims emphasized again Castro's
isolation from the inter
national community....



"Upholding Commitment To Democracy"

BOLIVIA: "Missing: An Adequate Message For Castro"

"This must be good news for all countries involved, despite the deep 
historica
1 differences that still exist."

democracies, 'the indep
endence of powers, their mutual control, an adequate 
representation of majorit
ies and minorities, freedom of expression and free, 
periodic and transparent e
lections.'"

"The challenge is there and must be faced, and, while it would be suicidal to 

P
ush ahead at an unrealistic pace, letting unresolved disputes drag on 
endlessly
is unlikely to serve any useful purpose. Ultimately Latin America 

will proba
bly have to break new ground slowly where it can, and if this slow 
but relentl
ess process can be kept for long enough, it should ultimately be 
successful.

In the editorial view of La Paz's probusiness La Razon (11/14), "As was 
expect
ed from the beginning, condemnation of the American HelmsBurton law, 
which affe
cts trade with Cuba, was a kind of counterweight to the explicit or 
implicit ce
nsure that Fidel Castro's dictatorship would have received.

The independent, Englishlanguage Buenos Aires Herald's editorial held 
(11/12)
"Perhaps the major underlying theme of this summit has been 
political, inasmuc
h as the countries have largely committed themselves to
upholding the principl
e of democracy for the Latin American region. Yet
little progress has been mad
e in finding sustainable ways to redress the
chronic scourges that undermine de
mocracy throughout the continent, such as
poverty, corruption or drug trafficki
ng. Unless these very immediate
challenges can be met and successfully dealt
with, the region has very little
chance of ever getting into a position from wh
ere it can concentrate solely
on integration.



"Castro’s Presence: Incredible And Cynical"

Samuel Mendoza maintained in conservative El Diario of La Paz (11/14), "The 

pr
esence of Cuban Communist dictator Fidel Castro at the sixth IberoAmerican 
Summ
it, which took place in Chile and which had as its central theme 
'govemabilit
y for an efficient and participatory democracy," was, from all
points of view,
incredible and certainly cynical. What business did a

sinister character lik
e [Castro], who has tortured the Cuban people for more
than 35 years through a
regime that understands nothing about democracy, have

there?

"But the topic of the Castro dictatorship perhaps would have gone almost 
unnot
iced had it not been for Jose Maria Aznar, since it is clear that a 
poor under
standing of solidarity or prudence, or consideration on the part 
of the host a
nd even, perhaps, a certain cowardice with regard to the firm 
presentation of
the principles in which they believeall the IberoAmerican 
countries are today d
emocratic except for Cubaled Chile...and the rest of
the participants to show
themselves to be too weak, insecure or lukewarm in
telling Castro that if he wa
nts to remain in the company of democratic
governments and countries in these m
eetings, the only path he has left is to
really democratize his regime. There
fore, an adequate message was missing
in the final summit declaration."

"Incredibly, it would seem that the Santiago summit was custommade for 
Fidel C
astro, since a lot was said about the American HelmsBurton law, 
condemning it f
or being against the Cuban regime, and very little about the 
importance and ne
ed to return liberty to the Cuban people by democratizing 
the country.... Appa
rently, the IberoAmerican presidents, who are democrats
in effect, do not care
much about the dramatic situation of the Cuban
people, whose elemental rights
and liberties continue to be trampled by the

dictator and his clique."
X' hpx(#
" Stubborn U.S. Embargo Incomprehensible"



BRAZIL: "Cuba Poses No Threat To Continent"

An editorial (11/12) in Brasilia's progovernment Correio Brasiliense 
maintaine
d, "The sixth IberoAmerican summit held in Santiago has dealt a 
harsh blow to t
he U.S. economic embargo on Cuba.... It has been a long time 
since the U.S. go
vernment has faced such strong criticism.... International 
rejection of the em
bargo on Cuba proves that Clinton will have to reconsider 
his policy as soon as
possible. Otherwise, the United States will no longer
be the indispensable na
tion of the reelected president's dreams....

X' hp x (#
La Paz's leftleaning Presencia commented editorially (11/8), "American 

stubbo
rnnes in maintaining an economic embargo against Cuba is, at this time 
in histo
ry, incomprehensible. Cuba has given signals of its willingness to 
normalize i
ts relations with the United States, but it has always...run into 
a wall. Duri
ng that time, all the American presidents predicted the fall of 
the Cuban regim
e, while reality showed that they were the ones who were
changed. Aside from t
hat, Latin America has overcome old fears and
prejudices with regard to Cuba an
d has adopted, with more and more firmness,
solidary with the Cuban people."

"For a long time now, Cuba has posed no threat to the stability of 
institutions
. The revolutionary who worried many chiefs of state of the 
continent has chan
ged. The beard of the Sierra Maestra subversive has 
grayed, and so have his po
litical ideas."
X' hp x(#
CUBA: "Positive Results Of IberoAmerican Summit"

Havana's Radio Rebelde aired these remarks (11/12) by Orlando Contreras from 
S
antiago de Chile: "The sixth IberoAmerican summit yielded positive results 
reg
arding certain fundamental principles of coexistence between countries, 
and lef
t on record one of the most categorical rejections of the HelmsBurton
Act....
The heads of state and government of 21 Latin American countries 



ECUADOR: "Time For U.S. To Reconsider Cuba Policy"

X' hp x (#In the editorial view of centrist Excelsior (11/12), "President Zedi 
llo
rejected in Chile any possibility that Mexico might use 'its political and 

also vowed to
honor the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention and 
juridical equality of
the states, which are the basis of international law. 
Regarding selfdeterminat
ion, the sixth summit recognizes the right of all 
peoples to freely construct t
heir political system
X' hp x (#and institutions in peace, stability and justice....

"For his part, Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar may have felt that 
Fidel
’s realistic assessment of the current world situation was alarmist 
[catastrofi
sta]. Aznar then called for a full democracy in all countries of 
the continent
, without exception, apparently alluding to the fact that Cuba 
does not assume
the full democracy that Aznar fancies. The facts, not
rhetoric, show Aznar's d
emocracy favors the rich and falls short in emotion
and social solidarity....
Socialism has shown it is imperfect, but
capitalism is not only imperfect but a
Iso unfair."

Leading, centrist El Comercio commented (11/11): "In Santiago, once again, 
th
is democratic exercise allowed...the presence of Fidel Castrothe only 
dictator
of the regionand, moreover, permitted him to end up a victor, 
thanks to the con
demnation of the U.S. HelmsBurton law. It is, apparently, 
a sui generis situat
ion. The disagreement among the IberoAmerican majority 
is only explicable by t
heir fear that the Cuban blockade might be extended
and affect other countries.

Aside from this, it is time for the United
States to analyze the increasing o
pposition to this law, reluctantly approved
by President Clinton in a crucial m
oment during his electoral campaign. Now
that the elections are over, certain
surprises in the relations between those
two countries might be expected."
X' hp x(#

MEXICO: "Nonintervention, Cuba And HelmsBurton"



URUGUAY: "Castro's Anachronistic Words Refuted"

EUROPE

economic muscle' to provoke an alleged transition to democracy in Cuba.... 
N
onintervention has been the key to sovereignty and independence for Latin 
Amer
ican nations. As a matter of fact, it represents a very important 
shield agai
nst the stupid attitudes of economic powers such as the United
States, which t
ry to impose their will on other countries beyond their 
borders. President Ze
dillo expressed his rejection of the implementation of 
the HelmsBurton law....

Only unity will be able to stop the arrogance of an
empire that is obsolete."

Businesseconomic El Observador's editorial (11/12) said, "Castro's views, 
whic
h, like his dictatorship, belong to an anachronistic past, were clearly 
refute
d by (Uruguayan President) Sanguinetti, who described Latin America as 
a conti
nent striving forward, a continent with great achievements during the 
last few
years, and one which confronted corruption as well as many other 
essential issu
es with decisiveness and realism. His words were like a
response to those of
Fidel Castro, who had described Latin America's
situation as gloomy and explo
ited by a twoheaded monster: the United States
and the big international comp
anies."

X' hpx(# SPAIN: "The Castro Summit"
X' hpx(#

Centrist Diario 16 argued (11/14): "Once again, the IberoAmerican summit 
has
regrettably become the 'Castro summit.' It condemned the HelmsBurton 
legislati
on, basically rebuking Clinton for a law which IberoAmerican, as 
well as Europe
an countries, reject. Although the goal of democratizing Cuba 
is shared by all
, Aznar, the Spanish prime minister, has gone too far in his
frontal opposition
to Castro, which breaks from the official Spanish
diplomatic line...and gives
the impression of following Washington in its 



"Aznar Made Summit Focus On Cuba"

"Vina del Mar Final Declaration"

Under the headline above, conservative ABC (11/12) insisted, "Nobody can 
ignor
e that there is something extraordinary in the fact that, among all of 
the aut
hentically democratic leaders of IberoAmerica, Fidel Castro 
confirmed, just bef
ore signing (the final declaration), his desire to uphold
a Communist dictator
ship supported by a single party and the police.
Castro's farce of repeatedly
signing commitments he will never fulfill

raises the need for IberoAmerican g

Liberal El Pais countered (11/12) in an editorial, "Spanish Prime Minister 
Azn
ar has managed, with his comment, 'I have nothing against Cuba, but 
everyth i
ng against its regime,' to make the summit once again focus on
Cuba.... Wheth
er it was his intention or not, Aznar is favoring not only
Mas Canosa, through
the CubanAmerican Foundation, but the United States,
which is never very sympa
thetic to meetings to which it has not been
invited."

An editorial in independent El Mundo (11/13) concluded, "By establishing 
limit
s on economic aid from Spain to Cuba based on an authentic
democratization of C
uba, the Spanish prime minister is advancing (the cause
of) freedom in Cuba....

However this increased firmness must not be confused
with bowing to the Unite
d States or Mas Canosa's extremist positions....
X' hp x(#
"A policy of diplomatic and political pressure on Castro is perfectly 
compatibl
e with rejecting the HelmsBurton legislation, which violates the
principle of
sovereignty of nations. It is also compatible with maintaining
economic and t
rade relations and supplying humanitarian aid to ease the
misery of the people.
It

support of the most extreme of th
e Cuban opposition groups."
X' hp x (#

"Pressuring Castro While Objecting To HelmsBurton"



"Little To Do With Reality"

BRITAIN: "Singeing Castro's Beard"

t.

Readers of independent El Mundo (11/12) saw this editorial: "The final 
documen
t of the IberoAmerican summit is a perfect combination of vague and 
general to
pics for whose achievement nothing and nobody is accountable. This 
final text
has little to do with reality."

overnments to think about the
uselessness in believing what he (Castro) signs.
Castro, by himself, will

never initiate a democratic transition, and it is ti 
me that this reality be
accepted as fact and to end the charade of believing th 
at only by talking to
the dictator can tyranny on the island be eased."

"What he wanted was condemnation of the U.S.'s siege of Cuba's economy. Most 
L
atin American governments dislike that kind of bullying and they duly 
decried i

But they also dislike Mr. Castro's dictatorship. And this 
time they sai
d so with unusual clarity."

f ■■

RUSSIA: "Latin American Democracy Still Illusionary In Many Ways" 
X' hp x (#

X' hp x (#Centrist Nezavisimaya Gazeta (11/13) carried an article by Karen Kha 
chaturov
on the recent sixth meeting of heads of state and government of
IberoA
merican states in Chile: "The participants in the summit discussed 
AmericanCub
an relations, first of all the negative impact of the
HelmsBurton Act on the ec
onomies of IberoAmerican countries. Spain, for
instance, holds first place amon
g European investors in Cuba and, together
with the Latin American countries, r
ightly demands an abolition of this
unlawful legislation which, to boot, is ext
raterritorial in its application.
That is why the sanctions against Cuba were r
oundly condemned."

-» %
■ »» ♦

Under the headline above, the independent weekly Economist (11/16) suggested 
t
hat Castro, by attending the summit, "got more than he bargained for.
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hp x (#ARGENTINA: "Mexico And MERCOSUR: Difficult FourPlusOne Sum"X'

"Argentina And Mexico, MERCOSUR And NAFTA"

An editorial in leading Clarin said (11/13), "President Zedillo's visit, with 
the purpose of creating a political and economic alliance with Argentina, is 
a
good opportunity for both nations to strengthen their historical links and 

ac
hieve better relative conditions visavis the world market. The 
importance of t
he Mexican economy to Latin America is undoubted, and the 
clearest example of
this was the shock resulting from the...'tequila effect'
in countries of the re
gion. Argentina, precisely, was one of those which
suffered most from the drai
n of capital by frightened investors.

Leftofcenter Pagina 12 (11/13) ran this assessment by political analyst 
Maria
O'Donnell: "President Zedillo’s visit to Argentina marks a change in 
Mexico's
foreign policy. Diplomats agree that, until the 'tequila crisis,'

Mexico did
not appear too interested in the rest of Latin America....

Before traveling t
o Buenos Aires, Zedillo tried to achieve a 'rapprochement' 
with Fernando Cardo
so and proposed starting a 'special relationship' between
Mexico and Brazil.
But Cardoso answered evasively.... Only after his
failed attempt with Cardoso
did Zedillo aim at Menem,...who also favors
MERCOSUR but is easily tempted by
shortcuts which lead to the United
States."

"Nevertheless, trade relations between the two countries are far from 
significa
nt.... Part of President Zedillo's proposal is to change this 
situation of tr
ade imbalance, caused partially by Mexico's accession to
NAFTA...and the expans
ion of trade horizons.... The consolidation and 

hp x (#
hp x (^Assessing the summit, the author writes: "The discussion of the main 

theme
[of the forum] in Chile showed that in Latin America democracy is still
i
llusionary in many ways."



"A Good Starting Point"

extension of MERCOSUR and the 
expansion of regional agreements with 
countries as important as Mexico must he 
Ip Argentina, therefore, to generate 
better possibilities of growth."

"(Secretary of Defense) Perry said 'There is mistrust in Latin American 
countr
ies. Argentina's position five years ago, or even three years ago.

Dailyofrecord La Nacion (11/15) stressed, "Mexico's positive wish (to join 
MER
COSUR) may contribute to the improvement of regional organization and 
also le
ave the door partially open to move forward later on to new proposals 
of asso
ciation between MERCOSUR and NAFTA, already outlined as longterm 
political goa
Is, in the North and here... The fact that Mexico has looked
South with interes
t...on this region is a good starting point."

"There are hopes that...the trade issue may be picked up again, but it will 
be
slow and depend on the composition of the Congress. Beyond the good will 

expr
essed by Bill Clinton as well as by Bob Dole, and the consensus of the 
moderat
e sectors of both parties, times do not seem to forecast great 
initiatives. C
hile may join NAFTA, although it is not a very large nor
attractive market. Cu
ba will continue to be a headache, especially regarding
the enforcement of the
last clause of the HelmsBurton law that strengthens

the economic embargo. The
main American frustrations, those related to drug

trafficking and security, m
ay bring either complications or news. Of the
rest, little is to be said.

X' hp x (# "Latin America, A Forgotten Continent"
X' hp x(#

Araceli Viceconte, on assignment in Washington for leading Clarin (11/5) 
remar
ked, ".Latin America has been a kind of forgotten continent during the 
campaig
n...and the absence of the territory south of the Rio Grande from the 
American
policy may continue whichever the winner of these elections may

be....



"New Faces In Central America"

"A Hard Task Awaits Aleman"

"Everyone is aware, anyway, of how much is still to be done outside the 
peramet
ers of these imperfect political systems: Sectors that are excluded 
from plural
istic exchange and constitutional legislation, the portions of 
society that are
deprived of political order and production, the realities 

that are not represe
nted in their institutions. It is here, rather than in
their administrative ce
nters, where the biggest challenges to Central
American countries lie."

could have
allowed it to join NAFTA together with Chile, or after Chile. 
But, even with M
ERCOSUR, South Americans will never be a big trade bloc. 
Besides, in a bloc wi
th Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, there is 
not a ’big’ helper should
problems arise.’ (Perry) emphasized that the
political instability in those
countries (either President Menem’s
succession, or Brazil’s postCardoso era) is
another key factor that prevents

any kind of negotiation."

"The first transition to elected governments in the history of Nicaragua was 
a
clear example of this difficult learning process as much as of its limited 
re
suits.... Neither the Sandinistas' nor Violeta Chamorro's governments were 
abl
e to introduce structural changes to overcome extreme underdevelopment 
and th
is explains the victory...of Arnoldo Aleman, a lawyer and coffee 
planter busin
essman who ran with the advantages of his relative novelty,
Managua’s regulato
ry administration and the promise of economic investment.

An editorial in leading Clarin said (10/25), "Neither threatening military 
hi
erarchies nor former guerrilla commanders are the political protagonists 
in Ce
ntral America today. The presidential elections in Nicaragua...add 
their chara
cteristics to this new scenecivilian, and, at the same time,
notably incomplete 

1



"An Uncertain Future"

"Even though Daniel Ortega's defeat is a hard blow to him as a national 
politi
cal figure, the FSLN has not lost its appeal nor its political power. 
Neverthe
less, another uncertainty these elections present is the future of 
the Front."

Managua correspondent Patricio Bernabe filed for dailyofrecord La Nacion 
(10/2
5), "Govemability will be Arnoldo Aleman's greatest challenge once he 
takes ov
er power in January next year. Aleman's Liberal Alliance must face 
unpredictab
le opposition from the Sandinistas, which suffered on Sunday
their second cons
ecutive defeat in the ballots.... Aleman is also regarded
as the most capable
candidate to tackle upcoming economic challenges, receive
support from private
enterprise, Nicaraguans in exile, in Miami, and from the
Catholic Church....
A hard task awaits the next president: to finally
reconcile his country and fi
ght unemployment and poverty, two scourges which
are affecting Nicaragua relent
lessly."

Telma Luzzani, on special assignment in Managua for leading Clarin, opined 
(10
Z22), "If the victory of the Sandinista revolution in 1979 marked the 
decline
of lifelong dictatorships in Latin America, the predictable victory 
of Arnoldo
Aleman is the confirmation that the new millennium will find a

world ruled by
the right wing.... Social differences will deepen in the
world. InNicaragu
a, such social division is also the result of its history
of confrontation. A
leman's eventual presidency opens a new cycle of fear
for a large portion of Ni
caraguans: The return from exile of the former
Somoza elite and the possibility
of the redistribution of confiscated
property....

BARBADOS: "What Will Clinton II Bring For Caribbean?"
X' hp x(#

X' hp x (^Columnist Rickey Singh commented in the moderate Nation (11/8), "A q
uestion



CHILE: "Sandinista Defeat In Nicaragua"
X' hp x(#

Massappeal, conservative La Segunda (10/22) said in an editorial, "What 
affect
s Nicaragua the most is the indifference regarding its desperate 
situation, esp
ecially from the United States, whose historical responsibility 
was crucial in
the support of dynastic dictatorships which, for a long time,
were convenient t
o North American politics. Reagan's efforts towards helping
Nicaraguans gain b
ack their freedom have not been followed up adequately in 
terms of economic co
operation by the Clinton administration. The rest of the 
continent has not sho
wn much solidarity with Nicaragua either.... We can
only hope that Alemn's str
ong victory is adequately appreciated by the
international financial system in 

of immediate relevance for us in the Caribbean is whether this return i 
nU.S.
politics will mean much of the same old 'trade and aid' problems we have 
been
facing from a Clinton administration in its choreography with a Republica 
n
Congress for political survival. Or will there be a more flexible and 
sympat
hetic approach in Washington to our concerns?

"What Clinton and a Republicancontrolled Congress seem to have in common is 
har
dly comforting for us in the Caribbean. That includes a hostile policy 
towards
Cuba, with all its attendant consequences of political tension and 
instability
in a region that bridges the two Americas.... On other trade and 
economic issu
es, there remains the insistence by the United States on
dismantling of the EU'
s banana imports regime, which gives limited
preferential treatment to bananas
from the Caribbean. There is also
CARlCOM's desire to access long sought after
parity concessions with

NAFTA.... The Community's heads of government have als 
o considered for
priority action a firstever CAR1COMU.S. summit. Such a summit 
could result
in a useful contribution by small Caribbean states to helping Pres 
ident
Clinton honor his campaign pledge to 'build bridges' into the 21st centur
y."



"The Need To End The EcuadorPeru Conflict"

l

officers in the handling of state of the art technology.... Consequently, we 
ha
ve little time to achieve a negotiating framework on the level with our 
militar
y success in the Cenepa....

"This is reality. And, after freely accepting the force of the protocol and 
ab • ,
andoning the idea of papal arbitration, the only thing left in this 
scenario is
that the guarantors demand the closing of the border, providing 
(maybe) a smal
1 territorial concession to Ecuador. But it is going to be 
almost impossible t
o have this path lead us to 'compensation,' such as a
sovereign corridor to the
Amazon."

s

Quito's leading, centrist El Comercio (10/31) noted, "If the signature of the 
Santiago agreement between the ministers of Ecuador and Peru was expedited, 
it
was not a coincidence. The guarantors have performed detailed work and 
have ex
ercised pressure. There are various results: Aside from the 
statements of var
ious diplomats and the visits of Luigi Einaudithe U.S.
representativeto Quito a
nd Lima; the proposal of the four guarantor
countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile 

order to assist in the restoration of
Nicaragua, the second poorest country of 
the continent after Haiti."
X' hp x (#

ECUADOR: "Time Favors Peru"

In his opinion column, Pedro Saad wrote in Guayaquil's centerleft Expreso 
(11/
3), the most antiPeru paper among the major dailies: "Like it or not,
Ecuador h
as recognized the force of the Rio Protocol. There is no turning
back.... Ecu
ador enjoyed a big enough success during the military conflict 
in the Cenepa to
irritate Peru, but not big enough to modify the relation of

forces in the long
run.... Time favors Peru. It is the stronger structurally

and might achieve m
ilitary superiority if enough resources are earmarked and
it has time to reeduc
ate its top 



"Unite Behind Accord"

"U.S. Has Been Especially Important"

JAMAICA: "Clinton’s Opportunity To Write New Page On Cuba, Haiti"

and the United States) was the foundation 
for the signature of the document in 
Chile. These actions, as well as their 

good will, make evident the need to en 
d the conflict between Ecuador and
Peru, because of its interconnection to the 
whole continent."

Quito's leading, centrist El Comercio (10/30) remarked, "The guarantors 
succee
ded in adjusting the clocks of Ecuador and Peru in order to initiate 
important
territorial negotiations. The United States has been especially 
important, thr
ough its representative, Luigi Einaudi, who performed a
detailed job coordinati
ng with the diplomats of the six countries."

Barbadosbased journalist Rickey Singh wrote in the moderate, influential 
Sunda
y Gleaner (11/10), "The Caribbean region...offers the challenge to a 
victoriou
s secondterm President Bill Clinton to make a remarkable impact on
U.S. foreign
policy in the Western hemisphere as the last American president 
of the 20th ce
ntury. That challenge is linked to future U.S. policy
initiatives on Cuba and
Haiti.... Mr. Clinton now has the opportunity to
write himself into U.S. histo
ry as the politician who succeeded in restoring
normal relations between the Un 

The frontpage editorial of influential, centerleft Hoy of Quito (10/31) 
said,
"The conflict with Peru is a century old and finally we are about to 
arrive at
a solution, which should find the country reasonably unified. Not 
so much aroun
d one ideathere is no uniformity in a democracybut with
every sector willing to
talk and listen, to disagree but also to understand.
The border negotiations a
re a matter of state and not one of government.
Friends and enemies of the adm
inistration should act in harmony, without
political maneuvering and partisansh
ip."



ited States and Fidel Castro's Cuba....

PERU: "A Step Forward"

"The Caribbean Community (CARICOM), though small in size and resources, is 
neve
rtheless in a good position to help in fostering improved CubaU.S.
relations an
d also play a role with the United States in encouraging the 
growth of democrat
ic institutions and political stability in Haiti."
X' hpx(# PANAMA: "Canal Negotiations: One Of First Tests For Second Term"

they were a year ago for arriving at an agreement on a post2000 U.S. 
presence i
n Panama: "The general opinion is that the delay has allowed 
criticism to bu
ild domestically and with prominent foreign opinion
leaders.... Panamanian so
urces say the Clinton administration has not yet
signaled it is ready to start
serious discussions.... Clinton is not
interested in reaching a consensus in
the Pentagon to keep the bases.... It
is expected that the negotiations will b
e one of the first tests of the new
bipartisan foreign policy hoped for in the
second Clinton presidential term.
Ironically, one possible and positive step
in this direction is the
reelection of Senator Helms, the author of the resolu 
tion urging the
administration to negotiate a continued U.S. military presence 
in Panama."

X' hp x (# "Clinton's ReElection Will Not Bring Major Changes For Us" 
X' hpx(#

Conservative El Panama America (11/9) frontpaged this editorial, "For 
Panama,
Clinton's reelection will not represent major changes in its 
relationship....
Historically, foreign policy in the United States has been 
independent of the
party living in the White House. The appointment by
Clinton of Republican Negr
oponte confirms this."

X' hp x(#
Washington correspondent Henry Raymont filed for conservative El Panama 

Ameri
ca (11/15), pointing out that, even though relations are still good, 
prospects
are less favorable now than 



Economic Gestion (10/31) commented, "The Santiago accord.Js a step forward.

"White House Satisfaction With Santiago Accord"

"For the Ecuadoreans, what is under discussion is the 'delimitation,' while 
for
Peru it is 'demarcation.' The U.S. govemmentwhich is obviously the 

most impor
tant among the guarantor countriesat last has supported the
Peruvian thesis in
this crucial point. The above will necessarily mean that 
either (the United St
ates) will abandon Luigi Einaudi's efforts to get Peru's 
granting of territoria
1 concessions to Ecuador or (Ecuador's will) to submit 
the drafting of the bord
er line to the ukase of an 'eminent person,' such as 
the Pope or Jimmy Carter." 

##
X' hpx(#%#Xx\ P6QyXP#

(It represents) the end of the border demarcation (as defined by the) Rio 
Prot
ocol and the end of the echoes of the last military conflict. However, 
the end
of the road is still long and difficult. It is easy to foresee that 

Ecuador w
ill insist on some of its previous demands. This will probably be 
the crucial
moment of the negotiations. It is (also) evident that Peru will 
uphold its pos
ition of not granting territorial concessions, and therefore
respecting the Rio
Protocol."

The editorinchief of centerright Expreso, Manuel D’Ornellas, wrote in his 
dail
y column (10/31), "The White House has shown its satisfaction with the 
signing
of the Santiago accord in an unusual press communique. Less than one 
week befor
e the U.S. elections, U.S. pleasure with the outcome seems to be 
part of Bill C
linton's reelection 'final push.' Clinton wanted this
PeruEcuador joint decisi
onto begin 'conversations of a substantive nature'
before the end of the year i
n Brasiliaas a new foreign policy 'feather in
his hat.' The electoral objective
is obvious.

.. •
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the Latin American, European, Asian and African press. In the wake of

Cuban 

leader Fidel Castro's presence in Rome this week to attend the UN World

Food

Summit, his meetings to court favor with Italian officials and the pope at 

the

Vatican, and the overwhelming vote in the UNGA last week rejecting the 

decades-long U.S. embargo against Cuba, condemnation of the U.S. policy 

was the 

order of the day in a majority of commentaries. Critics held that the UN 

vote, 

along with other recent actions, including the Ibero-American summit 

statement 

earlier this month critical of the U.S.' Helms-Burton act, as well as the

EU’s

retaliatory efforts designed to combat the U.S. legislation, revealed the

extent of displeasure among U.S. trading partners and marked Washington's

"increasing isolation" on the issue. Not surprisingly, official Havana
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Radio

Rebelde railed against the "hegemonic and protectionist" and "meddlesome"

U.S., and its words were echoed by many other media voices characterizing

U.S.

policy. Regional voices in Latin America were joined by others in 

asserting 

that, in the post-Cold War era, the U.S. policy on Cuba was out of step 

with 

the times. A Brazilian daily commented: "For a long time now Cuba has 

posed 

Maestra 

subversive has grayed, and so have his political ideas." The liberal

Montreal

Gazette maintained that the Helms-Burton law-which allows U.S. citizens >

»

to sue 

foreign companies using property in Cuba confiscated from them after Fidel

Castro seized power in 1959—was the U.S.' "arrogant attempt to force 

other 

countries to toe its line on Cuba" and "remains an affront to...U.S.

trading 

partners." Commentators charged that the U.S. is operating unilaterally.

outside the multilateral free trade system. They also claimed that, in 

supporting Helms-Burton, President Clinton was only pursuing his own 

"domestic 

political" interests, bowing to the strong Cuban-American lobby in

no threat to the stability of institutions.... The beard of the Sierra



Florida.

Analysts said that U.S. efforts have had little of their desired effect 

on the

Castro regime. Instead, they said, only the Cuban people have been 

punished.

Many pundits were quick to point out that in criticizing Washington, they 

were 

not condoning the dictator’s hold on power. They contended they were for 

change in Cuba, and looked to strict adherence by Mr. Castro of promises 

for 

improvement. They also believed Cuba's integration into the world 

economic 

system-a la China, Vietnam and Eastern Europe-would foster change more 

quickly in the island nation. Commentators, for the most part, were 

hopeful 

that Mr. Castro's meeting with Pope John Paul II would be one catalyst for 

change.

However, a number of media voices urged caution in dealing with the Cuban 

leader, saying the dictator could not be trusted to bring democratic 

changes 

after so many years of repression. Some were indignant about the support

Mr.

Castro has been receiving—from hemispheric leaders, the Europeans and 

even the 

pope—while his people are not enjoying basic human rights and freedom.

A



number of observers wondered what the U.S. would do about its policy 

toward

Cuba in the face of intense international pressure-especially from its 

important trading partners. "Now that the [U.S.] elections are over, 

certain 

surprises in the relations between those two countries might be expected," 

concluded Quito's centrist El Comercio.

This survey was based on 52 reports from 21 countries, November 8-21.

EDITOR: Diana McCaffrey

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

CUBA: "Latin Americans Categorically Reject Helms-Burton Act"

Orlando Contreras said from Santiago, Chile, on Havana Radio Rebelde 

network 

(11/12): "The sixth Ibero-American summit yielded positive results 

regarding 

certain fundamental principles of coexistence between countries and left 

on 

record one of the most categorical rejections to the Helms-Burton Act.
*

The

Vina del Mar declaration, signed by all heads of state, says, and I quote:

'We

manifest our strongest rejection to the Helms-Burton Act, which violates

the

principles and norms of international law and the UN Charter, contravenes



WTO 

principles, and is contrary to the principles of cooperation and 

friendship 

that should characterize relations of all members of the international 

community.' The heads of state and government of 21 Latin American 

countries al 

so vowed to honor the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention, and 

juridical 

equality of the states, which are the basis of international law.

Regarding 

self-determination, the sixth summit recognizes the right of all peoples 

to 

freely construct in peace, stability, and justice their political system 

and 

institutions.

"There are other basic points of agreement, like the condemnation of the !

The fact that Latin Americans talk and exchange Helms-Burton Act.

ideas 

without U.S. meddling, is also important. In this debating exercise.

where 

ideas and proposals are exchanged at the highest levels, agreements are 

enriched and others are reinforced, because, aside from certain details 

and 

despite interests and beliefs, in the real world no one has the entire and 

absolute truth. Socialism has shown it is imperfect, but capitalism is not

only

» , 
».
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imperfect but also unfair."

"Hegemonic, Protectionist U.S. Laws"

Havana Radio offered this commentary by Guillermo Alvarado (11/9): 

"Within the 

framework of the 14th International Havana Fair, Cuba has taken important 

steps 

to consolidate its economic relations and cooperation with EU countries.

with 

which it already maintains good relations. On this occasion, Cuba has 

increased its contacts with France and Germany, which rank second and 

fifth in

Cuba's volume of trade with the EU.... Step by step, Havana continues 

strengthening its commercial and cooperation ties with European nations.

which 

have firmly rejected the hegemonic and protectionist U.S. laws that 

created the 

blockade against Cuba and are now trying to internationalize it. There 

are 

still important steps that must be consolidated. There is no doubt, 

however, 

that the foundations are now ready, and that the emergent Cuban market 

will be 

able to compete successfully in the race to attract European investments."

ARGENTINA: "Bonuses For Castro"



The independent, English-language Buenos Aires Herald commented (11/14): 

"Since Argentine President Carlos Menem insisted on renewing his onslaught 

against Cuban dictator Fidel Dastro...it is high time to inform him of the 

counterproductive nature of this obsession.... All Menem has achieved is 

to 

shed more limelight on a Cuba already receiving attention out of all 

proportion 

to its importance at the Santiago summit. A despot of 37 years' standing 

like

Fidel Castro was already lucky to be allowed to be signing a joint 

statement 

with his elected colleagues.... As an extra bonus Castro received the 

summit's 

support against the Helms-Burton U.S. embargo against Cuba.... In fact

Cuba 

hardly matters outside the Caribbean area-the real challenge facing Latin

America's democracies is not so much to bring the region's last surviving 

dictatorship to an end as to address the social neglect which has been the 

inevitable price of economic liberalism. Failure to lend socio-economic 

substance to democracy runs the risk of lending not so much to (Chile's)

Pinochet-style military dictatorship or Castro's socialism as a perhaps 

equally 

pernicious and insidious danger: populism." 



"The Ibero-American Summit"

An editorial in daily-of-record La Nacion opined (11/13): "The Cuba issue 

has 

become, once again, the source of controversy. On one hand, Fidel Castro's 

presence (at the sixth Ibero-American summit in Chile) caused strong 

demands. ..in favor of a change of conditions (in Cuba) that would lead to 

the 

replacement of the present totalitarian state with a regime that would 

guarantee respect of human rights and the establishment of democracy. Such 

demands emphasized again Castro’s isolation from the international

community. In spite of this, the heads of state (at the 

summit)...reiterated their protest against the Helms-Burton law.... It 

would be 

a mistake to suppose that the position taken by the summit on this issue 

expresses...an attitude of solidarity with the Castro regime. What has 

prevailed is the decision to safeguard the principle of free trade and 

respect 

for an unquestioned international legal order."

BARBADOS: "Will New U.S. Administration, Congress Be More Flexible On

Cuba?"

The independent Nation opined (11/8): "A question of immediate relevance 

for

us in the Caribbean is whether this return [of a Democratic president and



Republican Congress] in U.S. politics will mean much of the same old trade

and 

aid problems we have been facing from a Clinton administration in its 

choreography with a Republican Congress for political survival. Or will 

there 

be a more flexible and sympathetic approach in Washington to our 

concerns?

What Clinton and a Republican-controlled Congress seem to have in common 

is ha 

rdly comforting for us in the Caribbean. That includes a hostile policy 

toward

Cuba, with all its attendant consequences of political tension and 

instability 

in a region that bridges the two Americas."

BOLIVIA: "Lot Said About Helms-Burton; Little About Cuban Liberty"

Conservative El Diario published a commentary by Samuel Mendoza (11/14): 

"The 

presence of Cuban Communist dictator Fidel Castro at the VI

Ibero-American

Summit, which took place in Chile and which had as its central theme 

'govemability for an efficient and participatory democracy, was, from all 

points of view, incredible and certainly cynical. Because what business 

did a 

sinister character like [Castro], who has tortured the Cuban people for

more



than 35 years through a regime that understands nothing about democracy.

have 

there? Incredibly, it would seem that the Santiago summit was custom-made 

for

Fidel Castro, since a lot was said about the American Helms-Burton law.

condemning it for crashing against the Cuban regime, and very little about 

the 

importance and need to return the Cuban people their liberty by 

democratizing 

the country.... Apparently, the Ibero-American presidents, who are 

democrats 

in effect, do not care much about the dramatic situation of the Cuban 

people.

whose elemental rights and liberties continue to be trampled by the 

dictator 

and his clique."

BRAZIL: "Embargo In Jeopardy"

Pro-government Correio Brasiliense opined (11/12): "Such a large number of 

expressions in favor of Cubans show that Clinton's apparently irreversible 

position is inconsistent with the course of history. The embargo on Cuba 

has 

trampled on the principles and rules of international law, of the UN

Charter, 

and of the WOT. The obstinate U.S. decision to unilaterally place Cuba

under



an economic quarantine collides with a world that is fighting to submit 

international commercial relations to WTO regulations and discipline....

International rejection of the embargo on Cuba proves that Clinton will 

have to 

reconsider his policy as soon as possible. Otherwise, the United States 

will no 

longer be the indispensable nation of the re-elected president's dreams.

The 

isolation that the U.S. government has imposed on Cuba is threatening to 

backfire on the U.S. government itself. Diplomatic sources are convinced 

that

Clinton himself, in light of the broad, general, and unrestricted 

rejection of 

the Helms-Burton law, has already decided to reconsider his decision. He 

did 

not do it yet because he feared the powerful Cuban colony during the 

election 

campaign. Now that he has been reelected, he can afford to exercise a bit 

of 

common sense.

"For a long time now Cuba has posed no threat to the stability of 

institutions. The revolutionary who worried many chiefs of state of the 

continent has changed. The beard of the Sierra Maestra subversive has 

grayed.

and so have his political ideas."



CHILE: "Europe And Cuba"

Influential, conservative El Mercurio ran this editorial (11/17): 

"Following 

the line set forth by (Spanish Prime Minister) Jose Maria Aznar in a 

conversation with Fidel Castro during the recent VI Ibero American Summit 

held 

in Santiago, Spain has proposed the European Union harden its policy 

toward

Cuba, to achieve tangible progress toward a participatory democracy and 

more 

respect for human rights in (Cuba).... Aznar's initiative is congruent 

with 

the participatory democracy embraced by the rest of the countries in our 

hemisphere, and of all European Union members. For this reason, it is of 

merit 

that his government proposes the application of such principles to Cuba, 

where 

they don't exist. However, it seems unlikely that Fidel Castro will 

modify the 

character of his government in response to foreign political pressures."

"U.S., All Alone"

Government-owned, but editorially independent La Nacion commented 

(11/16):

"The United States remains absolutely alone in its policy of blockading



and 

isolating Cuba. The vote that took place last week in the UN is eloquent: 

137 

countries voted against the blockade, 25 abstained, and only the United

States a 

nd two other countries were in favor. The vote's message is unequivocal:

The 

international community doesn't believe that economic isolation helps the 

cause 

of human rights or Cuba's transition to democracy.... In any case, the UN 

resolution can't be interpreted as some sort of support for Cuban 

immobility.

Cuba is a country that has no choice other than political opening and 

movement 

toward democracy. It is the role of the international community to assist 

in 

bringing about those changes without violence."

COSTARICA: "Helms-Burton Act: An Outrage"

Independent La Nacion (11/15) ran this editorial comment by Ricardo

Sossa: 

"The Helms-Burton Act is an outrage against the self-determination of 

countries; it obstructs free trade, an issue which the United States 

always 

supported. The Helms-Burton Act not only affects Latin American 

countries. It



brings to mind the imperialist ideology of the United States. But this 

time 

its applications also affect Washington's allies, which will assure its 

definitive defeat, causing grave damage to the Bill Clinton’s domestic 

policy."

ECUADOR: "The Pope And Fidel"

Influential, center-left Hoy commented (11/19): "By meeting with the 

pope.

Castro intends to reduce the pressure of the U.S. blockade and ratify the 

legitimacy of his stay in power. On the other hand, the pope, by 

receiving 

[Castro] and planning to travel to Cuba later on, is becoming a possible 

catalyst in a process leading Cuba to significant changes, away from the 

severity of the blockade and the fanaticism of the U.S. Cubans."

"Time For U.S. To Reconsider Cuba Policy"

I

Leading, centrist El Comercio commented (11/11): "In Santiago, once 

again, 

this democratic exercise allowed, among other things, the presence of

Fidel

Castro-the only dictator of the region--and, moreover, allows him to end 

up as 

the victor thanks to the condemnation of the U.S. Helms-Burton law. It

is.



apparently a sui generis situation. The disagreement among the

Ibero-American 

majority is only explicable by their fear that the Cuban blockade might be 

extended and affect other countries. Aside from this, it is time for the

Unite 

d States to analyze the increasing opposition to this law, reluctantly 

approved 

by President Clinton in a crucial moment during his electoral campaign.

"Now that the elections are over, certain surprises in the relations 

between 

those two countries might be expected."

EUROPE

ITALY: "First EU Victory On Helms-Burton Law"

Leading financial II Sole-24 Ore observed (11/21): "European nations 

yesterday 

obtained from the WTO the creation of a panel to settle the dispute over 

the

Helms-Burton law....The United States, for its part, has made it clear 

that it 

does not intend to renounce Helms-Burton and that the EU decision to 

proceed 

with its appeal risks jeopardizing the prestige and the power of the

WTO....



The dispute may indeed become very delicate for the WTO, as the Americans

have 

already made it clear that this is not a trade matter, but a foreign and 

security matter."

"Required Of Castro: Cuba's Return To Freedom"

Igor Man wrote in centrist La Stampa (11/20): "The pope will go to Cuba 

because 

the 'Lider Maximo' has not objected to the 'precise conditions' posed by 

the

Holy See, i.e., that the pope be free 'to go anywhere he wants and to 

speak 

about anything he wants.' Which suggests that, during their long 

meeting.

Fidel and the Pope have dealt with the main problem: the respect of 

human 

rights in Cuba, systematically trampled upon by the Castro regime after 

its 

triumph over Batista.... Capitalism Castro-style will not save the 

'revolucion' if Fidel does not finally decide to restore civil rights to 

the

Catholics, to restore freedom of expression to the priests, and to restore

Christmas to Cuban children. To allow the Cuban Catholic Church some 

breathing 

space would be, de facto, the first step toward the recognition of human

rights. Once again, a 'gesture' by John Paul II, in this case the



extraordinary audience granted to Fidel Castro, takes on a very high 

political 

meaning. The end of the embargo on Cuba is via an act of humility:

Cuba’s 

return to freedom. This is what is required of Castro."

"EU Has No Strategy For Cuba"

A report in centrist La Stampa read (11/19): "Italy commits itself to 

re-launching 'a constructive dialogue’ between the European Union and

Cuba, but 

it expects to see progress in ’the fields of democratic principles and 

citizens' rights' on the island. This is what Lamberto Dini stated after 

the...meeting.... He added that he found Castro 'open to starting a 

dialogue' 

on the delicate issue of democratization.... The foreign affairs 

minister 

noted that relations between Italy and Cuba are 'very good' and 'I took 

the 

opportunity to congratulate the president for his opening in the field of 

economic reforms.'... Instead, relations between Cuba and the European

Union 

are more difficult.... The 15 member states agree on their condemnation 

of the 

American embargo and the Helms-Burton Act...but there is no agreement yet

on 

what strategy to follow with Havana." 
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"No Delusions For Castro"

Centrist II Messaggero opined (11/19): "The Cuban president knows that in 

the

Vatican he will find his noblest ally in the fight against the strangling

U.S.

embargo...but he does not delude himself about being able to avoid harsh 

criticism of his regime on human rights. After all, it would be a vain 

hope 

to ask for the lifting of the embargo without opening to democracy."

"Madrid Teaches Rome How To Play A Role In the New European Order"

An article in provocative, classical liberal II Foglio observed (11/19): 

"Even 

with Cuba, the policies followed by Italy and Spain are deeply 

different.

Contradicting the traditional Spanish stand on the Havana dictatorship,

Aznar 

wants to force Fidel Castro to carry out deep changes in human and 

political 

rights in exchange for EU aid.

"In Italy Castro was received with all honors."

"Realpolitik Has Its Rules"



Paolo Cacace wrote in centrist II Messaggero (11/18): "Both Italian Prime

Minister Prodi and Foreign Minister Dini indicated clearly that it is 

possible 

to intensify relations with Cuba but on one condition: Italy expects an 

improvement in the status of human rights in the island, which are still 

brutally trampled upon. This is a realistic position which it is 

difficult to 

attack.... America insists on maintaining an embargo against Cuba and 

intends 

to punish (for reasons which are not exactly political) those European 

companies which engage in business activities with the Castro regime.

Europe 

has opposed this policy and has claimed an autonomous role for itself.

Castro’s Roman meetings take place in this context. Certainly nobody has 

a

right to forget that, behind the Cuban dictator, there is a people who 

still 

suffers for lack of freedom. But 'realpolitik' has its rules. And to 

assume 

a too rigid attitude or a renouncing attitude would be an unforgivable 

mistake."

"Peace And Democracy The Antidotes To Poverty" 

Aldo Rizzo commented in centrist La Stampa (11/18): "The reservations

expressed



by the United States and the Vatican are no novelty, and have their reason

for 

being, yet they prompt considerations which are not exactly encouraging.

In 

the case of the United States, it is an exercise in pragmatism: It is 

useless 

to tie one's hands with major general commitments, better to decide on the 

aid 

policy 'case by case,' and so on. But there is one point where we can 

talk of 

international obligation, and that is the liberalization of trade 

according to 

the rules of the World Trade Organization, of which the United States is 

also 

a member. This is very important—as a 'structural' rather than an 

occasional 
*

contribution to the fight on hunger and on poverty which generates

it-since, •b-

by opening rich markets to the products of the poor, perhaps sacrificing a 

few 
% ’k ♦

more or less marginal interests, we can grant to the poor the minimal 

amount 

of accumulation that opens the way to development."

"Economic Embargo Has Enhanced The Myth Of Eider Maximo"

Ugo Tramballi wrote in leading financial II Sole-24 Ore (11/15):



"Paradoxical 

as it may be, the United States, which has opposed the Cuban regime more 

than 

anyone else, is in fact the country which has contributed the most to 

maintaining alive justifications for the Castro revolution. U.S.

administrations have opened trade superhighways toward China, they have 

even 

done business with North Korea. But Cuba had to be taken by hunger.

Since 

the Vietnam War, there has perhaps not been a worst choice in

Washington's 

foreign policy  But what have years of economic embargo and the 

refusal of 

a dialogue produced? Dissidents continue to come and go from Castro's 

prisons, 

and there is no alternative to the regime on the horizon. Perhaps 

dialogue is 

the only way: If the pope, a man who was not a Communist even when he 

was 18, 

has decided to open a dialogue, then there must be a moral and political 

reason for it. The real issue, therefore, is not whether Prime Minister

Prodi 

talks to Castro or not, but what he will tell him, since the 'revolucion' 

ended 

a long time ago."

"The Dirty Business Of Comrade Fidel In Central America"



A commentary in leading rightist II Giomale read (11/15): "With Castro's 

arrival in Rome amid a lot of fanfare, many seem to have forgotten

Cuba's 

destabilizing role under the orders of the former USSR. Beginning with

Italian Prime Minister Prodi, who has proposed Castro as one of the vice 

pre 

sidents of the food summit."

"Strong Spanish Pressures On Cuba"

A report from Madrid in leading financial II Sole-24 Ore declared 

(11/14): 

"Spain intends to push the Castro regime's back to the wall and is asking 

the

European Union to join its strategy in order to force democratization in

Cuba: 

cutting off credits, limitation of cooperation in humanitarian aid (to be 

distr 

ibuted only through non-governmental organizations), expansion of the 

dialogue 

with the anti-Castro dissidents. The project will be presented today to

the



Latin America Group of the European Union.... This has mainly political 

relevance, since humanitarian aid to Cuba has already been greatly 

reduced."

"The Left That Loves Fidel"

Commenting on the fascination exerted by Fidel Castro on the Italian 

left.

Sandro Viola noted in left-leaning, influential La Repubblica (11/14): 

"Let’s 

not forget, among the elements which have contributed to the 'Cuba culf 

is 

the most stupid aspect of American imperialism: the Bay of Pigs, 34 years

of

economic embargo, CIA attempts to kill Castro: In sum, all the useless 

efforts 

carried out by the American Goliath since 1959 to get rid of the Cuban

David.

In the end, the most significant result has been the strengthening of 

sympathy 
♦ V

for Castro and the undermining of his opponents' arguments, providing 

instead 

ammunition to those who sing his praises.... Apart from the 

understandable 

emotion of the 'Communist' left at seeing Che's comrade up close, 

however, the 

political aspect is different. A political assessment of the Cuban



regime, 

and, therefore, of the Castro experience as a whole, in fact, can be 

reassumed 

in one world: 'disastrous.' Let's leave aside Cuba’s economic 

conditions....

Let’s examine the political conditions and climate. We have to conclude 

that 

all that remains of the Soviet system in the world can be found there, on 

the 

island of Cuba . Even in China and Vietnam the Leninist power machine is 

slowly changing. But not in Cuba.

"The enormousness of Castro's failure cannot be blamed solely on the U.S.

embargo. If Cuba's embrace with the USSR had not been so tight, its 

relations 

with the United States could have been different, and Europe and the main

Latin American countries would have had better chances to mediate. And 

that 

embrace-and the international isolation which resulted from it-was such 

because Communism Soviet-style represented the most suitable instrument 

for a

In sum, one can understand why Castro still totalitarian government.

exerts 

such charm...as the man who embodies the memory of the Socialist, 

libertarian

utopia which fascinated a whole generation of young people in the West.

But 



we need to make clear that Castroism as a political experience is only 

another 

one of the ideological failures of this century." 

"Embargo Against Cuba, America Remains Alone"

Centrist, top-circulation Corriere della Sera commented (11/14): "Castro 

is 

arriving for the food summit and it is a triumph even before his landing 

in

Rome.... Washington seems to be isolated in Rome as well. As was also 

shown 

by the resolution approved last Tuesday by the UN General Assembly 

against the

American embargo and the Helms-Burton law.... Even the pope, opening the 

summit yesterday, recalled 'people victim of embargoes imposed without 

sufficient consideration.' A warning which many interpreted as aimed at

Washington as well.... The historic meeting between Fidel Castro and the 

pope...will perhaps be the final blow to the U.S. policy of total 

closure.

Perhaps it will give the Clinton administration a chance to take the 

difficult 

road of political mediation with the Havana regime."

"Fidel, The Pope And Cuba's Future"

A front-page story by Saverio Tutino in PDS (former Communist Party) organ



L'Unita held (11/13): "The Roman Catholic Church is again playing a 

decisive 

role in Fidel Castro's destiny.... In Cuba this year organized dissent 

was 

coming together, organized with a view to lowering tensions.

"But, as if by tacit agreement, the possibility of accusing the United

States 

of favoring dissent with propaganda air flights allowed Castro to arrest 

its 

leaders and Clinton to pass a piece of legislation making the embargo even 

stronger. But both are aware that it is not possible to continue like 

this 

forever. Amidst this search for a different future comes the opening by 

the

Roman Church. Castro arrives in Rome clearly relieved. The

Europeans...have 

confirmed their opposition to the Helms-Burton Act which goes against 

their 

right to trade with Cuba as they like. And the Americans have not been 

' > t

too 

insistent on punishing those who violate the act. The Right found itself 
: •

in 

difficulty in its race for the White House and it was clear that Clinton 

supp 

orted the tightening...for political reasons.... However, a warning 

remains 



hanging over Fidel's head on which all agree: It is O.K. to do business, 

but 

with a country which must allow democratization. It is for this reason 

that

Castro needs the Pope.... Now, the Pope offers Castro the opportunity to 

change his route.... Perhaps in Rome the foundation of a future Cuba is 

being 

built."

"Castro Receives 'Blessing' Of UN"

Centrist II Messaggero observed (11/13): "As if the good results of the

Ibero-American Summit were not enough, with the United States being 

condemned 

by all Latin American countries...yesterday Castro also received the 

'blessing' 

of the United Nations."

GERMANY: "America All Alone"

Klaus-Dieter Frankenberger noted in an editorial in right-of-center

Frankfurter

Allgemeine (11/14): "By no means did the United States achieve a 

political 

masterpiece with the Helms-Burton Act. It is, rather, an example of how 

justified outrage and good intentions can turn into the opposite and 

develop



into a diplomatic stupidity capable of sowing the seeds of discord among 

the 

allies. If one fact was necessary to prove this, then it was the vote at 

the

UN General Assembly on the U.S. trade embargo on Cuba. For the first 

time, all

Europeans voted for an end of the economic isolation of the 

communist-ruled 

island. The reasons were not support, indifference, or profit-making, but 

irritation at the U.S. arrogance to decide on its own about the trade and 

investment relations of its partners. (The vote in the UN) should give

Washington pause to realize that even Britain and Germany openly voted 

against 

the Clinton administration. It is really outrageous that a 'common

European 

foreign policy' is apparently taking the shape of an opposition policy 

vis-a-vis Washington. But this is something for which the leading Western 

power must blame itself."

BRITAIN: "Landmark Vote In UN Against U.S. Helms-Burton Law"

The centrist Independent reported (11/13): "In an extraordinary diplomatic 

breach with its closest ally, Britain yesterday joined all of its European

Union partners in siding against the United States in voting for a 

resolution 

at the UN calling for an end to the economic embargo against Cuba. The

vote was



a landmark in the development of a common European foreign policy."

"Vote Also A Propaganda Boost For Cuba"

The liberal Guardian said (11/13): "The vote [at the UN] showed

Washington's 

increasing isolation on the Helms-Burton Act, which was introduced earlier 

this 

year to penalize countries trading with Cuba.... Yesterday's vote was a 

propaganda boost for Cuba."

"Britain Votes In This Year's Ritual At UNGA"

The conservative Daily Telegraph remarked (11/13): "Britain usually 

abstains 

in this annual General Assembly ritual [calling for an end to the embargo 

against Cuba], which is staged by mainly Third World nations.

"Yesterday it joined other European nations in voting for the blockade to 

be 4

lifted. The move follows growing British opposition to the Helms-Burton 1

Act."

FRANCE: "Washington Threatens The WTO" 

Blanca Riemer in centrist La Tribune (11/21): "The EU proved yesterday

that it

* t



is truly united in engaging a joint procedure against the United

States.... It 

is Europe against the United States on the Helms-Burton Act.... Even

Great

Britain, traditionally on the side of the United States, is playing the 

role 

of locomotive alongside France and Spain in asking Brussels for forceful

Washington maintains that it is a political, not a commercial action

issue, and plans to invoke Article 21 of the GATT."

"A Ridiculous Embargo"

Pierre-Marie Christin said on RTL radio (11/20): "This embargo is 

particularly 

ridiculous. Cuba is no longer a threat to the United States. Washington is 

just being vindictive, while using (the embargo) for electoral gains. It 

is 

well known that Cuban exiles in Florida count a lot."

"Europe Should Not Be Too Naive When It Comes To Castro"

Left-of-center Le Monde said in its editorial (11/20): "Castro has two 

problems 

which are intimately linked: the economic future of the island of Cuba, 

and 

Castro's own political future.... He hopes to solve both with his many

trips



to Europe and his repeated courtship of European investment in Cuba. As

for 

his trip to the Vatican, a state which has condemned the economic embargo 

imposed by the United States, it is essentially symbolic.... Castro's 

discourse does not change: Cuba has no other choice but to change. But at 

its 

own rhythm.... The United States denounces this rhetoric, while Latin

America 

and now Europe seem to accept it more readily. Condemnation of the U.S.

embargo proves it. But Europe should not be too naive when it comes to a 

man 

who has proved his guile and whose regime is anachronistic."

"Castro At The Vatican"

Georges Suffert observed in right-of-center Le Figaro (11/20): "The 

dictator 

needs to find intermediaries to loosen the U.S. economic embargo. Who 

better 

than the pope, who is known to be against all types of boycotts."

RUSSIA: "Europe's 'No' To U.S. Stand Is No 'Yes' To Castro"

Discussing the UN General Assembly vote on Helms-Burton sanctions law.

Yevgeny

Bai, writing in reformist Izvestia, pointed out (11/14): "The unanimous

condemnation of this embargo by Western Europe was not at all caused by



growing 

pro-Castro sympathies.... As in the previous years, Europeans were 

primarily 

opposed to Washington's attempts to bar Western capital from Cuba and 

discriminate against those investing in the Cuban economy."

"UN Resolution May Come In Handy"

Vladimir Kozlovsky reported from Washington for reformist Segodnya 

(11/14): 

"The UN resolution is not binding, but it may come in handy if President

Clinton decides to go down in history as a 'normalizer' of relations with

Cuba. Clinton signed the Helms-Burton bill under pressure. He normalized 

relations with Hanoi and nobody ever mentioned this during the election 

campaign. He concluded an agreement with North Korea which drew fire from 

critics but did not harm the president politically. It seems premature to 

talk 

of detente with Iraq or Libya. So, that leaves Iran and Cuba."

»

"Ibero-Am erica Rightly Demands Abolition Of Helms-Burton"

Centrist Nezavisimaya Gazeta (11/13) carried an article by Karen

Khachaturov on

the recent 6th meeting of heads of state and government of Ibero-American

states in Chile: "The participants in the summit discussed American-Cuban

'.............
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relations, first of all the negative impact of the Helms-Burton act on the 

economy of Ibero-American countries. Spain, for instance, holds first 

place 

among European investors in Cuba and together with the Latin American 

countries 

rightly demands an abolition of this unlawful legislation which, to boot, 

is ext 

ra-territorial in its application. That is why the sanctions against Cuba 

were 

roundly condemned."

CANADA: "Helms-Burton Law Should Go"

The liberal Montreal Gazette (11/15) said: "The Helms-Burton law,

Washington's 

arrogant attempt to force other countries to toe its line on Cuba, remains 

an 

affront to Canada and the other U.S. trading partners. And it does not 

seem 

likely to help the Cuban people, its declared goal.... Mr. Clinton 

compromised 

by suspending for six months the application of a particularly 

controversial 

part of the bill.... The six months end in January. Here's hoping that

Mr.

Clinton renews the suspension.... Despite the odds, a renewed fight for

the



repeal of Helms-Burton is worth the effort. Ottawa and its allies should 

do 

what they can to turn up the heat."

"A Repugnant Policy"

The business-oriented Financial Post (11/14) stated: "The smashing 

success of 

the recent convertible debenture issue from Sherritt International Inc. is 

significant for one rather large reason. It was completed under the 

ominous 

shadow of the United States’ Helms-Burton legislation.... Helms-Burton is 

repugnant public policy, and President Bill Clinton should begin working 

to 

repeal it as soon as possible.... It is a hopeful sign that companies can 

still function—and function quite well—in the chill cast by

Helms-Burton. We 

hope that Sherritt's actions will help hammer home the futility of the 

legislation."

"U.S. Law Runs Counter To Global Investment Agreement"

In an article on foreign direct investment in the business-oriented

Financial

Post (11/12), international trade counsel Lawrence Herman argued that the 

Helms- Burton Act, "by giving Americans the right to sue foreigners and

attack



their assets in the United States for doing business with Cuba, the U.S.

law 

runs directly counter to the very core of a global investment 

agreement—the 

obligation to ensure foreign direct investment is given full protection 

and 

security by the host government. It remains to be seen how this will work 

itself out."

SPAIN: "Aznar, Alone (In EU) Against Castro"

Independent El Mundo said (11/21), "Spain is alone in Europe. Aznar, the

Spanish prime minister, proposed actions against Castro for the EU’s 

consideration and approval.... Spain, therefore, has renounced its 'de 

facto' 

role of mediator...and now finds that a majority of the 15 EU countries 

does 

not accept its proposals, because they do not want to appear to be siding 

with

the United States (on its Cuban policy.)" »_

"The Pope Makes A Move About Cuba"

Liberal El Pais held (11/20): "The Vatican has not changed its position 

toward

Cuba. During the pope's meeting with Castro, it condemned the U.S. trade

embargo against Cuba and announced a typical Vatican policy: dialogue



with an 

established power. The pope will probably wait to see about the changes 

made 

in Cuba over the next few months before he sets a date for his visit to 

the 

island.

"The Vatican's policy for a democratic transition favors dialogue and a 

'freedom infusion' (which produced excellent results in Eastern Europe) 

over a 

'stick policy.'"

"Castro's Imagery"

Independent El Mundo asserted (11/20): "Castro's visit to the Vatican 

strengthens his image of moderation and flexibility which he attempts to 

portray in Europe and which contrasts with the lack of freedom in his 

anachronistic regime."

"Castro Only A Danger For Cubans"

Javier Tussell wrote in liberal El Pais (11/18): "At present Castro is 

only a 

danger for the Cubans. Protesting against him was very worthwhile when his

regime was conducting an imperial policy under Brezhnev ranging from

Angola to



Nicaragua. Since 1991, after the fall of Communism, there is no sense in

asking if his regime is going to last, when will it fall and what kind of 

transition will there be.... To tell Castro that his regime is not liked 

is a 

political and ethical pleasure, but it also prevents further 

negotiations."

"The Castro Summit"

Centrist Diario 16 argued (11/14): "Once again, the Ibero-American summit 

has 

regrettably become the 'Castro summit.' It condemned the Helms-Burton 

legislation, basically rebuking Clinton for a law which Ibero-American, as 

well 

as European countries, reject. Although the goal of democratizing Cuba 

is 

shared by all, Aznar, the Spanish prime minister has gone too far in his 

frontal opposition to Castro, which breaks from the official Spanish 

diplomatic 

line...and gives the impression of following Washington in its support of 

the 

most extreme of the Cuban opposition groups."

LATVIA: "Wedge Between U.S. And EU"

Centrist Neatkaritga Rita Avize carried a commentary by Oskars Kastens

(11/19):



"The problem of economic sanctions lies in the fact that foreign policy 

of

Western countries rests on two whales--commercial interests and human 

rights.

This is an obvious contradiction.... Lately economic sanctions have 

become one 

of the main points of conflict between the United States and EU.... The 

infamous Helms-Burton Act...received a wave of protest world-wide, 

including
/

Ameica's closest neighbors.... Economic santions are getting a bad reputat 

ion. Even after the Gulf War, when there was unprecedented unity and 

energy 

to enact sanctions against Iraq, the goal still has not been acheived....

The 

blame might be on the U.S. tendency to pursue foreign policy that is 

domestic-policy-based (especially during an election year), as well as the 

tendency to act alone. There are too many unstable decisions and too many 

differences of opinion on whether or not sanctions are justifiable."

EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC

BURMA: "West Attempting To Impose Economic Sanctions"

Government-owned, English-language New Light of Myanmar (11/20) mentioned 

attempts by Western nations to impose economic sanctions on Myanmar in an 

article by Tekkatho Tin Kha (Managing Director of News & Periodicals

Enterprise, part of the Ministry of Information). The article dwelt with



the 

"success" of oil and gas exploration in Burma, but had the following 

paragraphs buried in the story: "However, some of the West bloc nations 

who 

cannot bear to see Myanmar prosper economically and raise the standard 

living 

for people dwelling in Myanmar Naing-Ngan, are attempting to impose 

economic 

sanctions on Myanmar. They also coerce and apply pressure on foreign 

entrepreneurs not to make investments in Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

"A report appeared in 23 July 1996 issue of Financial Times published in

London reported Total, French oil company, announced that it would 

continue 

doing business in Myanmar despite being severely criticized for making 

investments in Myanmar Naing-Ngan.... It can explicitly be seen how 

firmly

Myanmar economic system is established in view of Western companies' 

making 

solid and firm investments in Myanmar in spite of coercion and pressure 

from 

some of the West bloc nations."

INDONESIA: "A Maneuver"

Leading, independent Kompas (11/21), in an editorial, maintained.

"Castro's



invitation to the pope [to visit Cuba] is considered as a maneuver to 

open 

itself to the outside world. For 34 years, Cuba has been isolated by the

U.S.

economic embargo.... In responding to the Castro-pope encounter, the

United

States hopes that the pope's plan to visit Cuba will encourage change 

toward 

democracy and human rights protection [in Cuba]. But, to date, the

United

States has yet to hint when it will lift the embargo. Despite his 

strongly d 

efiant position against Cuban communism, the pope has many times 

criticized the 

embargo. The act of imposing the embargo has caused inhuman, prolonged 

suffering for the Cuban people."

SOUTH KOREA: "Objections To Sanctions Law Take Shape"

Conservative Segye Ilbo commented (11/14): "The international community 

has 

become more specific about its objections to the Helms-Burton law. With 

the

United Nations voting 138 to 3 against the (Helms-Burton), the 

international 

community sent a message that the sanctions law is in violation of the

principles of the WTO and a breach of the spirit of cooperation among



nations.

Ever since 1962, when the world organization began asking the United

States to 

end its sanctions against Cuba, an increasing number of countries have r 

esponded positively. It is quite significant that all EU countries voted 

against the latest sanctions law passed in the United States. While not 

binding, the UN resolution nevertheless carries political weight because 

it 

reflects the common voice of an international protest which will likely 

force 

the United States to take action in one way or another. It is feared 

that the 

unilateral nature of the law will have a negative impact on the structure 

of 

international trade.”

SOUTH ASIA

INDIA: "Cuba Isolates U.S."

. *

above, 

"The...Helms- Burton Act, may have helped Bill Clinton in taking

Florida...out 

of Republican influence, but it has brought the United States into violent

opposition with its allies The act is seen as a violation of national 

sovereignty and it is the turn of the United States to find itself 

An editorial in the centrist Statesman (11/21) held under the headline 



isolated on 

the issue.... For the vast majority in the international community, the 

war 

against Communism is over and Castro is just an eccentricity, a little 

more 

lovable for being virtually toothless. This is not, in any way, to 

condone the 

real repression the Cuban regime has exercised against its opponents both 

at 

home and abroad...but to recognize the fact that economic collaboration 

with

Havana no longer poses a threat to global, or even American security.

Embargo and punitive trade measures, as the example of Iraq if not of

Libya 

daily demonstrates, are much harsher on the people than the regimes who 

hold 

them hostage to their policies. By contrast, an embargo which would hurt 

the 

corrupt military junta in Nigeria is not considered. Squeezing Cuba 

economically is not going to work, and even if it did would not succeed in 

securing the principal American objective-dislodging Castro."



"Cuba Si, Says UN" 

Hyderabad's right-of-center Newstime opined (11/16): "The UNGA has once

again 

delivered a stinging rebuke to the United States on its policy of economic 

sanctions against Cuba.... Of course, the very fact that such a 

resolution has 

been passed five years in a row without any effect on the American 

government 

is an indication of the impotence of the General Assembly.... In a sense, 

the 

passage of the resolution also marks the impotence of the United States.

Despite its bluff and bluster, which includes the recent passage of the

Helms-Burton law...the international community seems to be lining up to do 

business with a comparatively tiny island just off the American coast 

which 

stubbornly remains a Communist bastion.... The Helms-Burton Act...has only 

hardened the stand of most countries against the American line on

Cuba.... But 

in an election year Bill Clinton needed the votes of Cuban Americans, who 

are 

particularly influential in Florida, and hence the act was passed in haste 

with 

no thought to the impact on America's own interests. European governments 

threatened to blacklist American firms if any action was taken against 

their

own companies for dealing with Cuba. Such an economic war among otherwise



strong political allies would have disastrous consequences for 

international 

trade. The Helms-Burton Act has thus remained a dead letter so far."

AFRICA

GHANA: "The Case Against U.S. Embargo Against Cuba"

The government-owned Ghanaian Times held (11/14): "By the biggest majority 

yet.

the UNGA adopted a resolution on Tuesday for the fifth year in a row 

calling 

for an end to the 30-year-old U.S. economic blockade against Cuba. It is 

probably ambitious to expect that the U.S. government can reverse the 

long-standing embargo against Cuba, especially as the recently passed

Helms-Burton law extending the implications of the embargo presents the

U.S.

government with intractable legal hurdles in any attempt to change the 

law.

The economic blockade has imposed hardship on the people of Cuba; it 

violates 
I

all the tenets of the human rights of the Cuban people and the sovereignty 

of 

their nation. From the point of view of America's own interests, the 

latest 

law is also uncautious. The EU has made this clear by successfully 

persuading



its members to make retaliatory regulations to neutralize the 

effectiveness of 

the U.S. law.

"Following Cuba's passing of her new investment legislation liberalizing 

and 

opening up foreign investment in the country, U.S. investors now see their 

opportunities of investing in Cuba—the neighbour across the 

street-blocked to 

them, and they don't like it. Cuba possesses important fields for 

substantial 

foreign investment, potentially lucrative given Cuba's political 

stability, 

vast store of local expertise, and high standard of labour discipline.

Europe,

Asia, and Latin America are therefore moving into Cuba to take all the 

investment openings which otherwise should to American businessmen on the 

basis 

of most favored nation-relationship. Despite the embargo laws, it does not 

appear that the U.S. government is going to be able to stem the tide of 

the 

unfolding Cuban investment rush, nor is the United States, indeed, gong to 

put 

real heart into preventing the rush. It means, then, that the blockade is 

sliding down to further absurdity for Cuba, the United States, and the 

world." 
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bmx5IG91cnMuICBBcyBsb25nIGFzIGNvbnNlbXB0aW9uIHByZXZhaWxzLA13aGF0
ZXZlciB 1 bmlsYXRlcmFsIGl 1YXN lcmVzIHdlIGFkb3B0IHdvbid0IGJlIG9mIGl 1
Y2ggdXNlLiIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDDMMiRG9uJ3QgTGV0IENy  
aWllIFBheSIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDC8NDYWliaW8gMTbE
C8Qgb3BpbmVkICgxMS8xMik6ICAiVGhlIGlIc3NhZ2Ugb3VyIGNoaWxkcmVuIHdp
bGwgZ2V0IChpZiB0aGUgYmlsbHMNaW4gdGhnENvbG9tYmlhbiBjb25ncmVzcyBh
cmUgbm90IGFwcHJvdmVkKSBhbmQgdGhlIHdvcmxkIHdpbGwgdW5kZXJzdGFuZCwN
d21sbCBiZSB0aGF0IGluIENvbG9tYmlhIGJlaW5nIGEgY3JpbWluYWwgbWVhbnMg
YmlnIGJ 1 c21uZXNzLiAgSW4gdGhhdCBj YXN1LA1 vdXIgY291 bnRyeSdzIGShbWUg
d291bGQgYmUgYXQgaXRzIGxvd2VzdCBhbmQgdGhlIGludGVybmF0aW9uYWwgcmVh
Y3Rpb24Nd291 bGQgYmUgaW 1 tZ WRpYXRILi Ag VGhllF VuaXRlZCBTdGF0ZXMgd291
bGRuJ3QgYmUgdGhlIG9ubHkgb251IHRvlGltcG9zZQHY29ub21pYyBzYW5jdGlv
bnMgdGhhdCB3b3VsZCBiZSBzbyBoYXJtZnVsIHRvIENvbG9tYmlhLiAgU29tZSBF
dXJvcGVhbnMNd291 bGQgYWxzbyBzaG93IHRoZWlyIHJlamVjdGlvbi4iIArCAAAA
AAAAAAAAwgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwsMMwyJQdXBwZXRzIElhZGUgSW4gVGhlIFVTQSIK 
wgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAAAMJGZXJuYW5kbyBDYW5vIHdyb3RHGlu
IExpYmVyYWwgUGFydHmpb3JpZW5OZWQsIHNlY29uZKlsZWFkaW5nIMMLwOVsIEVz 
cGVjdGFkb3LEC8QNKDEwLzMxKTogICJUaGUgWlUuUy5dIGFtYmFzc2Fkb3IncyBy
ZXBldGIOaXZlLCB 1 bnRpbWVseSBhbmSpq WxldCdzIHNheSBpdA 1 vbmNUGFuZCBm 



aGF2ZSBiZWVuIHRlcm51ZCB0byBkdXN0IGJ5IHRoaXMgbmV3DWludGVyZmVyZW5j
ZSBvZiB0aGUgVS5TLiByZXByZXNlbnRhdG12ZS4gIFRoZSBjb25ncmVzc211biBo
YXZIIGZvdW5kIGluIG10DXRoZSBpZGVhbCBleGNlc2UgdG8gc3RvcCB3b3JraW5n
LiIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDDMMiVGhpcyBUZWRpb3VzIENoYXJh
Y3RlciBJcyBBdCBJdCBBZ2FpbiIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAAAMJB 
bnRvbmlvIFBhbmVzc28gd3JvdGUgaW4gwwvDRWwgRXNwZWN0YWRvcsQLxCAoMTAv
MzEpOiAgIklmIHRoZSBbQ29sb21 iaWFuXSBjb25ncmVzcw 1 pbnRlcnJ 1 cHRzIGlO
cyB3b3JrIGVhY2ggdGltZSBBbWJhc3NhZG9yIEZyZWNoZXROZSBnaXZlcyBhbiBp
bnNvbGVudA0Lc3RhdGVtZW50LCBpdCBnaXZlcyBoaW0gYSB2ZXJ5IGVmZmljaWVu
dCB3ZWFwb246ICBIZSBjYW4gY2xvc2UgdGhlIGNvbmdyZXNzDWFueXRpbWUgaGUg
d2FudHMgdG8uICBUaGUgbWVhc3VyZSB3YXMgbmFpdmUsIGJldCB0aGUgaW50ZW50
IHdhcyBmdWxseQ]qdXNOaWZpZWQuICBJdCBpcyBub3QgdGhlIGZpcnNOIHRpbWUg
dGhhdCB0aGlzIGNoYXJhY3RlciBoYXMgYmVoYXZlZCBsaWtlIGENdGhlZywgZ29p
bmcgY WdhaW5zdCBkaXBsb21 hdGljIGdvb2QgbWFubm Vycy4gIEJ 1 dCB0aGUgZ292 WlyIHRlcnJpdG9ya WVzIHdoZ W4gYSBjcmltZQ 1 pcyBjb21 taXRO
ZWQuICBJdCBpcyBub3QgcmVsYXRlZCAoc3BlY21maWNhbGx5KSB0byBkcnVnIHRy
YWZmaWNraW5nLiIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIK  W1 hcmtzIHdlcmVuJ3QgZ212Z W4gaW4gdGhlIG 1 vc3QgcHJvcGVyIHNjZ W5hcmlv
Li4uLiAgV2UNd291bGQgaGF2ZSBwcmVmZXJyZWQgdGhhdCB0aGV5IGJlIGdpdmVu
IGIuIHByaXZhdGUgdG8gdGhlIHByZXNpZGVudCBvciBoaXMNZm9yZWlnbiBtaW5p
c3Rlciwgb3IgaW4gYSByZXNwZWN0ZnVsIHByZXNzIHJlbGVhc2Ugd2hlcmUsIGFi
b3ZIIGFsbCwgdGhlDWFldG9ub215IG9mIHRoZSBjb25ncmVzcyBpbiBsZWdpc2xh
dG12ZSBtYXR0ZXJzIGFuZCB0aGUgbmF0aW9uYWwgc292ZXJlaWdudHkNd2VyZSBl
bmRlcnNjb3 JlZC4uLi4gIEJ 1 dCBpZiB3aGF0IHdhcyBwcmV2aW91 c2x5IHNhaWQg^^PJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII



IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII^WWWWWWWW^
AAAAAAAAAAAAWAKwBAgHYAm4CxAOaBDAEhgVcBflGSAceB7QICgj////////////
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIWWkWWXW Y2N1 c2Ugb3 VylGdvdmVybm 1 lbnQgb2YNaW5 lZmZpY211bmN5Li4uLiAgVGhl
IH Jlq WVsZWN0aW9uIG9mIHRoZSBub3RvcmlvdXNseSBhbnRpqU 1 leGlj Y W4gU2Vu
YXRvcg 1 KZXNzZSBIZWxtcyBhbmQgYSBSZXB 1 YmxpY2Fuq WRvbWluYXRlZCBDb25n^\\\\WW\\\W\\\\^WWAA
AAAAAADQAATQwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIgwwzDQVJHRU5USU5BOiAg
IkNvbG9tYmlhLCBBbiBPcGVuIFdvdW5kIgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrEDMTCAAAAAAAA
AAAAwkFuIGVkaXRvcmlhbCBpbiBkYWlsealvZqlyZWNvcmQgwwvDTGEgTmFjaW9u
xAvEICgxMS80KSBvcGluZWQ6ICAiQ29sb21iaWEgaXMgb251IG9mDXRoZSBtb3N0
IGltcHJlc3NpdmUgZXhhbXBsZXMgb2YgaG93IGEgbmF0aW9uLCBob3N0YWdlIHRv
IHRoZSBwZXJ2ZXJzZQ 1 tZWNoYW5pc21 zIGNoYXJhY3RlcmlzdGljIG9mIG9 IciBO
aWllcywgY2FuIGJlIHN5c3RlbWF0aWNhbGx5IGF0dGFja2VkLi4uYW5kDWJlc2V0
IGJ5IG9yZ2FuaXplZCBjcmltZSBhcyBzb29uIGFzlHRoZSBjb3Vyc2Ugb2YgcG9s
aXRpY2FsIGFjdGlvbiBpcwlsb3N0Li4uLiAgQXR0YWNrZWQgYnkgdGhlIFVuaXRl
ZCBTdGFOZXMsIHdoaWNoIGlzIHNlZWtpbmcgYSBtb3JlIGVuZXJnZXRpYwlhbmQg
IGVmZmljaWVudCBhbnRpqWRydWcgcG9saWN5LCBTYWlwZXIgb3B0ZWQgdG8gcmVw
cmVzZW50IHRoZSBuYXRpb25hbGlzdGljDWZlZWxpbmdzIG9mIHRoZSBDb2xvbWJp
YW5zLiAgQWNjdXNlZCBvZiBtYWludGFpbmluZyBjb25iiZWNOaW9ucyB3aXRoIHRo
ZSANZHJ1 ZyB0cmFmZmlja2VycyB0aGF0IGNvbnRyaWJ 1 dGVkIHRvIHRoZSBIbGVj
dG9yYWwgY2FtcGFpZ24gdGhhdCBsZWQgaGltICB0bwlwb3dlciwgaGlzIHJlbGF0
aW9uc2hpcCB3aXRoIFdhc2hpbmd0b24gY291bGQgYmUgbm90aGluZyBlbHNHGJl 



dCAgZGlmZmljdWxOLiANQSBmZXcgbW9udGhzIGFnbywgVS5TLiBBbWJhc3NhZG9y
IE 15bG VzIEZyZ WNoZXR0ZS4uLndhcyBuZWFybHkNc3 Vj Y2 Vzc2Z 1 bC4uLmluIGFu 
IG9wZW4gYmlkLi4udG8gZm9yY2UgKFNhbXBlcidzKSBkZXBhcnRlcmUgZnJvbSBv
ZmZpY2UuLi4uCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCIlNhbXBlciBoYW5kbGVk
IHRoZSBtb3N0IGRpZmZpY3VsdCBtb21lbnRzIG9mIHRoZSBzdG9ybSBhbmQgdG9v
ayBzb2111AltZWFzdXJlcyB0byBkZWZlc2UgdGhlIHNpdHVhdGlvbi4uLi4gIEJl 
dCBub3csIChBbWJhc3NhZG9yKSBGcmVjaGV0dGUgaGFzDXNhaWQgdGhhdC4uLnRo
ZSBuZXcgZXh0cmFkaXRpb24gd291bGQgbm90IGJlIHJldHJvYWN0aXZlLi4uLiAg
IE51dmVydGhlbGVzcywNdGhlIGNyaXNpcyBjb250aW51ZXMgYW5kIHRoZSB3ZWFr 
bmVzcyBvZiB0aGUgQ29sb21iaWFuICBwb2xpdGljYWwgc3!zdGVtDWNhbm5vdCBi
ZSBjb3ZlcmVkIHVwIGJ5IHBhdHJpb3RpYyBzcGVlY2hlcy4gIFRoZSBwcmVzc3Vy
ZXMgdGhhdCBoYXZlIGJlZW4NZXhlcmNpc2VkIGFnYWluc3QgQm9nb3RhIGNlcnRh 
aW5seSBjYW5ub3QgYmUgY29uc21kZXJlZCBwYXJ0IG9mIGludGVybmF0aW9uYWwN
Z29vZCBvZmZpY2VzLCBidXQgaXQgaXMgYWxzbyB0cnVlIHRoYXQgaXQgaXMgdW5h
Y2NlcHRhYmxlIHRvIGhhdmUgdG8gZXhlcmNpc2UNdGhlbS4gIFRoZSBpc3NlZSBv
ZiBkcnVnlCB0cmFmZmlja21uZyBpcyBhbiBvcGVuIHdvdW5kIGV2ZXJ5d2hlcmUs
IG J1 dCBOaG VyZQ 1 pbiBDb2xvb WJpYSBpdCBj YXJya WVzIGEgc2 VyaW91 cyBwcm9n 
bm9zaXMuICBDb2xvbWJpYSwgQWllcmljYSwgYW5kIHRoZSB3aG9sZQ13b3JsZCBt 
dXN0IGpvaW4gaW4gY2FldGVyaXppbmcgdGhlIHdvdW5kLiIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIK 
wgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDDMMiV GhllE 1 pbGlO 
YXJ5IEFnYWluc3QgJ05hcmNvcycgSW4gQnJhemlsIgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrEDMTC
AAAAAAAAAAAAwkFuIGVkaXRvcmlhbCBpbiBsZWFkaW5nIMMLwONsYXJpbsQLxCBy
ZWlhcmt!ZCAoMTEvNCk6ICAiU29tZXRoaW5nIHN0cm9uZyBhbmQNZGVjaXNpdmUg 
c2VlbXMgdG8gYmUgaGFwcGVuaW5nIHdpdGguLi5CcmF6aWwncyBkZWZlbnNIIHN0 
cmFOZ Wd5 LCBhbmQg YXMgYQ 1 yZXN 1 bHQsIGEgbm V3 IHJvbGUgaGFzIGJIZ W4gZ3 Jh 
bnRIZCB0byBpdHMgYXJtZWQgZm9yY2VzLiAgU29tZXRoaW5nIHRoYXQsIG5vDWRv 
dWJ0LCB3aWxsIGhhdmUgZGlyZWN0IGltcGxpY2F0aW9ucyBpbiB0aGUglHJlZ21v
biBhbmQsIGFib3ZHGFsbCwgaW4gdGhlDWZyYWlld29yayBvZiB0aGUgTWVyY29z
dXIuLi4uIFRoZSBmaWdodCBhZ2FpbnN0IGRydWcgdHJhZmZpY2tpbmcuLi5pcyBu
b3cNaW5jbHVkZ WQgaW4gdGhlIG 1 pbGlO YXJ5 J3MgdGFza3MuLi5hcyBhIG 1 vcmUg 
b3JnYW5pYyByZXNwb25zZSB0byB0aGUNY2hhbGxlbmdlcy4uLkxhdGluIEFtZXJp
Y2FuIHN0YXRlcyBmYWNlIChpbiBjb21iYXR0aW5nIHRoZSBkcnVnIHByb2JsZW0u
KS4uLiAgIAlBc3NpZ25pbmcgdGhllGFybWVkIGZvcmNlcyB0aGUgdGFzayBvZiBk
aXJlY3QgIGIudGVyZGljdGlvbiBpbiBOaGUgZmlnaHQNYWdhaW5zdCBOaGUgdHJh
bnNuYXRpb25hbG16ZWQgZHJlZyBjYXJ0ZWxzLCBob3dldmVyLCB3aWxsIGxlYWQg 
dG8gdGhlDWlpbG10YXJpemF0aW9uIG9mIGEgcHJvYmxlbSBvZiB2YXN0IHNpZ25p
ZmljYW5jZSBhbmQgbWF5ICBjb21taXQgdGhlIGlpbG10YXJ5DWluc3RpdHV0aW9u  
bGVuZ2UgVG8gT3VyIE5hdGlvbmFsIFNvdmVyZWlnbnR5IgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrE
DMTCAAAAAAAAAAAAwlRoZSBtb2RlcmF0ZSwgaW5mbHVlbnRpYWwgwwvDRGFpbHkg
R2xlYW51csQLxCAoMTEvMTEpIHByaW50ZWQgYW4gb3CpZWQgcGllY2UgYnkNcmVn 
dWxhciBjb2xlbW5pc3QsIHVuaXZlcnNpdHkgbGVjdHVyZXIgYW5kICBvcHBvc210
aW9uIE5hdGlvbmFsIERIbW9jcmF0aWMNTW92ZWllbnQgc3Bva2VzbWFuLCBTdGVw 
aGVuIFZhc2NpYW5uaWU6ICAiSSBwdWJsaWNseSBjaGFsbGVuZ2VkIHRoZQ0LZ292
ZXJubWVudCBvbiB0aGUgc2hpcHJpZGVyIGlzc3VlIGZvciB0d28gIHJlYXNvbnM6
IGEpIFRoZSBnb3Zlcm5tZW50IG51ZWRlZA10byBzcGVhayBib3RoIHRvIHRoZSBK
YWlhaWNhbiBwZW9wbGUgYW5kIHRoZWlyICBBbWVyaWNhbiBjb3VudGVycGFydHMg 



d210aCBhDWNsZWFyIGFuZCBlbmVxdW12b2NhbCB2b21jZTogYW5kIHRoZSAgZ292
ZXJubWVudCBuZWVkZWQgdG8gc2F51HRoYXQgdGhlcmUNd21sbCBiZSBubyBBbWVy 
aWNhbiBzZWFyY2hlcyBpbiB0aGUgIEphbWFpY2FuIHRlcnJpdG9yaWFsIHdhdGVy 
cy4uLi4gIGIpDUJlY2Flc2UgdGhlIExhdyBvZiB0aGUgU2VhIHJhaXNlcyBkaWZm
aWN 1 bHQsIHRlY2huaWNhbCBxd WVzdGlvbnMsIEkgD WNvbnNpZG VyZ WQgaXQga W1 w 
b3J0YW50IHRvIHNldCBvdXQuLi50aGUgbWFpbiBpc3NlZXMgaW4gdGhlIG51Z290 
aWF0aW9ucywgDWFuZCwgaW4gcGFydGljdWxhciwgdG8gc3RyZXNzIHRoZSBwb21u
dHMgd2hlcmUgb3VyIG5hdGlvbmFsIHNvdmVyZWlnbnR5IA13b3VsZCBiZSBhdCBz 
dGFrZS4uLi4gIEFuIGluaGVyZW50IHBhcnQgb2YgdGhlIGRlbW9jcmF0aWMgcHJv
Y2 VzcyBpcyBvdXINcmlnaHQgdG8gcXVlc3Rpb24gIGdvdmVybm 1 lbnQgcG9saWNp
ZXMgaW4gbG9jYWwgYW5kIGludGVybmF0aW9uYWwgYWZmYWlycy4uLi4gDVdpdGhp  
biB0aGUgVW5pdGVkIFN0YXRlcywgdGhlcmUgaGFzIGJlZW4gYSBzdWJzdGFudGlh
bCBwdWJsaWMgZGViYXRHG9uDXBhcnRpY3VsYXIgYXNwZWN0cyBvZiAgdmFyaW91 
cyBMYXcgb2YgdGhlIFNlYSBuZWdvdGlhdGlvbnMsIGluY2xlZGluZyB0aGUNc2hp
cHJpZGVyIGFncmVlbWVudHMuLi4uICBXZWxsLCBoZXJlIGlzIHRoZSBzaWduYWwg
dGhhdCBJIHdpc2ggdG8gc2VuZDogDVRIRVJFIFNrnVMRCBCRSBOTyAgU0VBUkNl
R VMgQlkgQU 1 FUklDQUSTIElOIEpBTUFJQOFOIFdB VEVSUyBXS VRIT1VUIFRIRQ1D
T05TRU5UlE9GIFRIRSAgSkFNQUlDQU4gR09WRVJOTUVOVCBPTiBBIENBU0WplEJZ 
qUNBU0UgQkFTSVMuLi4uICBJIHdvdWxkDWFsc28gd21zaCB0aGUgSmFtYWljYW4g
Z292ZXJubWVudCB3b3VsZCBzZW5kIGEgY2xlYXIgc21nbmFsIHRoYXQgd2Ugd21s 
bA 1OY WNrbGUgdGhlIGRydWcgcHJvYmxlbSBhbmQgb3VyIG51 bWVyb3 VzIHByb2Js
ZWlzIG9mIHZpb2xlbmNlLCAgdHJpYmFsaXNtIGFuZAlzb2NpYWwgZGVjYXkgd210
aCBjb252aWN0aW9uLCB2aWdvciBhbmQgaW5ub3ZhdGlvbi4iCtAE0AD///////// 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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ArAECAdgCbgLEA5oEMASGBVwF8gZIBx4HtAgKCP/////////////////////////
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII^M^XM^^AXA\AA\\\\A\A\A
AAAAAADQAATQwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDDMNQQU5BTUE6ICAiUGFu 
YW1 hIFNob3VsZCBIYXZHExlYWQgT24gQW55IEludGVybmF0aW9uYWwgRHJ 1 ZyBD
ZW50ZXIgSGVyZSIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAAAMJDb25zZXJ2YXRp  
dmUgwwvDRWwgUGFuYWlhIEFtZXJpY2HEC8Qgb3BpbmVkICgxMS8xMCk6ICAiVGhl
IFUuUy4gY2hpZWYgbmVnb3RpYXRvciBvbgl0aGUgcGVybWFuZW5jZSBvZiBtaWxp 
dGFyeSBiYXNlcyBbTmVncm9wb250ZV0uLi5oYXMgcG9zdHBvbmVkIGhpcyBhbm5v 
dW5jZWQNdmlzaXQgdG8gUGFuYWlhLCBtYXliZSBmb3IgdGhlIGV2aWRlbnQgbGFj 
ayBvZiBwcmVwYXJhdGlvbiBvZiBoaXMgUGFuYWlhbmlhbgljb3VudGVycGFydC4u
Li4gIFRoZSBQYW5hbWFuaWFuIHByZXNpZGVudCBpcyBtYWtpbmcgaGlzIGxhdGVz
dCBlZmZvcnRzIGluDVNvdXRoIEFtZXJpY2EgdG8gb2J0YWluIHN 1 cHBvcnQgZm9y
IGhpcyBwcm9wb3NhbCBvZiBlc3RhYmxpc2hpbmcgYQltdWx0aW5hdGlvbmFsIGNl 
bnRlciBhZ2FpbnN0IGRydWdzLi4uLiBUaGlzIGl lbHRpbmF0aW9uYWwgY2VudGVy
IGlzIGJlY29taW5nDXRoZSBtb3N0IGZlYXNpYmxlIHdheSB0byBoYXJtb25pemUg
dGhlIFUuUy4gaW50ZXJlc3QgaW4ga2VlcGluZyBzb211IHByZXNlbmNlDShtaWxp
dGFyeSkgd210aG91dCBoYXZpbmcgdG8gcGF5IGZvciBpdCwgd210aCB0aGUgUGFu
YWlhbmlhbiBnb3Zlcm5tZW50J3MNZGVzaXJlIHRvIGZlbGZpbGwgdGhlIHRyZWF0 
aWVzIGFuZCBoYXZlIHRoZSBiYXNlcyB3aXRoZHJhd24uICBOZWdyb3BvbnRU3MN
bWlzc2lvbiBpcyB0byBldmFsdWF0ZSB0aGUgcHJvcG9zYWwgaW4gZGVwdGguLi4u
ICBJdCBpcyBub3QgcmVhbGlzdGljIHRvDWV4Y2xlZGUgdGhlIGlpbGI0YXJ5J3Mg
cGFydGljaXBhdGlvbiwgc21uY2UgbW9zdCBvZiB0aGUgc3VydmVpbGxhbmNlDWVx
dWlwbWVudCBpcyBleGNsdXNpdmVseSBoYW5kbGVkIGJ5IHRoZW0uLi4uICBQYW5h 
bWEsIHdoaWNoIHdpbGwgY29udHJpYnV0ZQlsYW5kIGFuZCByZXZlcnRlZCBidWls
ZGluZ3MslHNob3VsZCBhbHNvIGhhdmUgY29tbWFuZCBpbiBsZWFkaW5nIHRoZQlj
ZW50ZXIuLi4uICBXaGF0IGlzIG5vdCBhY2NlcHRhYmxlIGlzIHRvIGludGVybmF0 
aW9uYWxpemUgdGhlIGNlbnRlcidzDWlhbmFnZWllbnQgb3IgbGVhdmUgaXQgaW4g
b WFueSBwZ W9wbGUncyBoY W5 kcy4uLi4gIEp 1 c3QgZG9uJ3QgdGhpbmsgb2 YNZ2 VO 
dGluZyB0aGUgT0FTIGIudm9sdmVkIGluIHRoaXMuIgrQBNAA///////////////Z
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////////////////////////////////AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
OAAEOMIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAA
AADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCCsIAAAAAAAAAAADCwwzDIlUuUy4g
RmlnaHRpbmcgRHJlZSMgQXQgSXRzIENvbnZlbmilbmNlLCBPbiBPdXIgVGVycmlO
b3J5IgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrEDMTCAAAAAAAAAAAAwkluZGVwZW5kZW5OIMMLwOxh
IFByZW5zYcQLxCAoMTEvMTQpIGNhcnJpZWQgYW4gaW5zaWRlIHBpZWNlIGJ5IGNv 
bHVtbmlzdCBNYXJpbyBKLglEZSBPYmFsZGIhOiAgIldlIGFsbCBhZ3JlZSBhbmQg
ZG8gbm90IG9wcG9zZSB0aGUgd2FyIGFnYWluc3QgZHJlZ3MuLi4uICBXaGF0DUkg
YW0gYWdhaW5zdCBpcyBmb3IgdXMgdG8gZ212ZSB0aGUgVW5pdGVkIFN0YXRIcyBh
bGwgdGhlIHJpZ2h0cyB0byBtYWludGFpbg 10aGlzIGZpZ2h0IGFnY Wluc3QgZHJ 1
Z3MgYXQgaXRzIGNvbnZlbmllbmNlIGFuZCBvbiBvdXIgdGVycml0b3J5Li4uLiAg
V2Uga25vdwljb252ZXJzYXRpb25zIGhhdmUgYWxyZWFkeSB0YWtlbiBwbGFjZSBi
ZWNhdXNlIFByZXNpZGVudCBQZXJleiBCYWxsYWRhcmVzIGlzDXRha21uZyB0aGUg
cHJvcG9zYWwgZnJvbSBvbmUgc3VtbW10IHRvIGFub3RoZXIsIGFuZCBiZWluZyBy
ZWplY3RlZCBpbiBhbGwgb2YNdGhlbS4uLi4gIFdlIGtub3cgdGhhdCBOaGUgVW5p
dG VkIFN0YXRlcyBoYXMgdGhlIHJlc291 cmNlcyBObyBmaWdodCBOaGlzIHdhcg 1 v
dXQgb2YgaXRzIG93biB0ZXJyaXRvcnkuLi4uICBCdXQgaXQgaGFzIHR3byBvYnN0
YWNsZXM6IFRoZSByZXByaXNhbHMgd291bGQNdGhlbiBhZmZlY3QgaXQgZGlyZWN0 
bHksIGFuZCBmb3IgZXRoaWNhbCBhbmQgbGVnYWwgcmVhc29ucywgdGhlIFVuaXRl
ZCBTdGF0ZXMNY2Fubm90IHVuZGVydGFrZSB0aGUgdHlwZSBvZiB3YXIgaXQgaGFz
IHBsYW5uZWQgb3V0c21kZSAgaXRzIG93bg0LKGJvdW5kYXJpZXMuKSIKwgAAAAAA
AAAAAMIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMLDDMMiVG9vIEhpZ2ggQSBQcmljZSIKwgAAAAAAAAAA
AMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAAAMJUYWJsb21kIMMLwONyaXRpY2EgTGIicmXEC8QgY29t 
bWVudGVkICgxMS8xMik6ICJPbiB0aHJlZSBvY2Nhc21vbnMgUGFuY W1 hbmlhbg 1Q
cmVzaWRlbnQgUGVyZXogQmFsbGFkYXJlcyBoYXMgcHJvcG9zZWQsIGF0IGIudGVy 
bmF0aW9uYWwgc3VtbW10cywgdGhlIGlkZWENb2YgZXN0YWJsaXNoaW5nIGEgbXVs 
dGluYXRpb25hbCBjZW50ZXIgYWdhaW5zdCBkcnVncy4uLi4gIE9uIGFsbCB0aGVz
ZQlvY2Nhc21vbnMsIHRoZSBpbml0aWF0aXZlIGhhcyBiZWVuIHJlamVjdGVkLi4u
LiBUbyBlc3RhYmxpc2ggYSBjaXZpbGlhbgltdWxOaW5hdGlvbmFsIGNlbnRlciBh
Z2FpbnNOIGRydWdzIGluIFBhbmFtYW5pYW4gdGVycmlOb3J5IGlzIGFuIGluaXRp
YXRpdmUNdGhhdCBzaG91bGQgcmVwcmVzZW50IHRoZSB3b3JsZCdzIHdpbGwsIGZv
ciB3aGljaCB0aGlzIHByb3Bvc2FsIHNob3VsZCBiZQlmcmVlIG9mIGlpbG10YXJ5
qWNhbmFsIGltcGxpY2F0aW9ucy4uLi4gVGhlIHByZXNlbnQgZHJlZyBwcm9ibGVt
IGNhbGxzIGZvcg 1 jb21 iaW51ZCBhY3Rpb24uLi4uICBIb3dldmVyLCB0aGUgcHJp
Y2UgdG8gYmUgcGFpZCBpbiBhc3NpZ25pbmcgdGhlIGJhc2VzIGZvcglOaGlzIHBl
cnBvc2UgaXMgdG9vIGhpZ2ggZm9yIG91ciBjb3VudHJ5J3Mgc292ZXJlaWdudHks
IGdlb2dyYXBoeSBhbmQNZGV2ZWxvcGllbnQuIgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrCAAAAAAAA
AAAAwsMMwyJJbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsIERydWcgQ2VudGVyOiAgSGFzIEllcmlOLCBX 
aXRoIENlcnRhaW4gQ29uZG10aW9ucyIKwgAAAAAAAAAAAMIKxAzEwgAAAAAAAAAA
AMJJbmRlcGVuZGVudCDDC8NMYSBQcmVuc2HEC8QgKDExLzEwKSByYW4gYW4gb3Bp 
bmlvbiBwaWVjZSB3cmlOdGVuIGJ5IHRoZSBwYXBlcidzDWZvdW5kZXIgYW5kIHBy
ZXNpZGVudCBvZiB0aGUgRm91 bmRhdGlvbiBmb3IgdGhlIERldmVsb3BtZ W50IG9m
IENpdG16ZW4ncwlMaWJlcnR5LCBSb2JlcnRvIEVpc2VubWFubjogICJJZiBJIGFt
IGEgZ29vZCBpbnRlcnByZXRlciBvZiB0aGUgbGFzdCBjb21tZW50cwltYWRlIGJ5
IFBhbmFtYW5pYW4gRm9yZWlnbiBSZWxhdGlvbnMgTWluaXN0ZXIgUmljYXJkbyBB 
bGJlcnRvIEFyaWFzLCBpdCBzZWVtcwlOaGFOIHRoZSBtaWxpdGFyeSBiYXNlcyBz
dWJqZWNOIGlzIGNsb3NlZCBmb3Igbm93LiAgVGhlIHNlYmplY3QgeWllbGRzIG5v
dyB0bwl0aGUgbXVsdGluYXRpb25hbCBhbnRpqWRydWcgY2VudGVyLCB3aGljaCBJ
IGNvbnNpZGVyIHRvIGhhdmUgbWVyaXQsIGJldCB3aXRoDWNlcnRhaW4gY29uZG10
aW9ucy4uLi4gIFRoZSBmaXJzdCBjb25kaXRpb24gaXMgdG8gZXJhc2UgYWxsIHBv
c3NpYmlsaXRpZXMgb2YNaGlkaW5nIG9yIGluY2xl ZGluZyBhIG 1 pbG10YXJ5IGJh 



c2UsIHdoaWNoIGlzIHBvc3Np¥mxlIGlmIHRoZSBjZW50ZXIgaXMNaW5zdGFsbGVk
IGluIFRvY3VtZW4gYWlycG9ydCwgbm90IGF01HRoZSBIb3dhcmQgbWlsaXRhcnkg
YmFzZS4uLi4gIE10IHNob3VsZAlpbmNsdWRlIHNwZWNpZmljYXRpb25zIGlmIHRo
ZXJlIGlzIGEgbm VlZCBmb3 IgdGhlIGZsaWdodCB vZiBtaWxpdGFyeQ 1 IcXVpcG 11 
bnQ7IHRoZSBzZWNlcml0eSBjaGVja3Mgc2hvdWxkIGJHGRvbmUgYnkgY212aWxp
Y W4gcGVyc29ubmVsIHdobyB3b3 VsZA 1 uZ WVkIHRvIGxpdmUgaW4gUGFuYW 1 hlENp 
dHkgaW4gY212aWxpY W4gaG91 c21uZy4uLi4gIE10IHdvdWxkIGVsaW 1 pbmFOZSBh 
bGwNdHJhY2Ugb2YgbWlsaXRhcnkgYmFzZXMgYW5kIHBvc3RlZCBzb2xkaWVycy4u
Li4gIEhvd2FyZCBtaWxpdGFyeSBiYXNlIGlzIGENd29ybGSpY2F0ZWdvcnkgYWly
cG9ydCB3aG9zZSBpbmZy YXNOcnVjdH VyZSBoYXMga W1 tZ WSzZSB lY29ub21 pYw 1 w 
b3RlbnRpYWwuLi4uICBJIHNlZ2dlc3QgdGhhdCB0aGUgcHJlc2lkZW50IGFuZCB0 
aGUgZm9yZWlnbiBtaW5pc3RlciBpbmRpY2F0ZQ10aGF0IHRoaXMgbXVsdGluYXRp 
b25hbCBjZW50ZXIgd21sbCBub3QgYmUgZm9ybWVkIGF0IEhvd2FyZCwgc28gdGhl
DVBhbmFtYW5pYW4gYnVzaW51c3NtZW4gY2FuIHN0YXJ0IHByb2Rl Y21uZyBwb3Nz 
aWJpbGlOaWVzIGZvciBOaGlzIGFpcnBvcnQuIgrCAAAAAAAAAAAAwgrCAAAAAAAA
AAAAwsHgAAAAAAAAwSMjCoPQBNAA///////////////////////////////^^^^^  
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
//////8AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAWAKwBAgHYAm4CxAOaBDAEhgVcBfl 
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Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release December?, 1996

PRESS BRIEFING BY

MIKE MCCURRY

The Briefing Room

1:40 P.M. EST

MR. MCCURRY: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

Welcome back to the White House after, I hope, a blissful

Thanksgiving weekend. Any subjects you're interested in?

Q Can you tell us if the President is getting close 

to naming his national security team? (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Blitzer, the President was just having 

a very good laugh at your most recent report moments ago. The 

conversation he was having with Mr. Panetta and Mr. Bowles made it 

manifestly clear that what you reported on the air was not true.



Q Uh-oh.

Q Which part?

Q What did he say?

Q — being carried live on CNN. (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Blitzer was ranking the various 

rumored candidates for Secretary of State and got the latest 

speculation wrong.

Q What did the President say?

MR. MCCURRY: The President said much of what he told 

you earlier, that he spent four days with his family. He clearly had 

gone through the recommendations, the binder that Mr. Bowles had 

presented to him. This was the first substantive conversation the

President has had with his transition leaders since last Wednesday, 

before Thanksgiving. And I won't change what I said earlier, that 

his thinking on the national security cluster is fairly 

well-advanced, but it was fairly clear that there is no final 

decisions to announce. And as the President indicated, when there 

are final decisions he will make the announcement accordingly. In

the meantime, you're all free to speculate.



Q Do you have more on the President's schedule this 

week? You said there are going to be more public appearances than 

were listed in that little skeleton schedule.

MR. MCCURRY: I've got - the only additions I have to 

the week in review that we've already put out are two for tomorrow.

I expect the President will have a briefing on AIDS research by

Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna Shalala and by the NIH

Director Ramos tomorrow at some point. There also is an interagency 

conference call concerning the civil disturbances in St. Petersburg, 

a conference call that Secretary Cisneros will lead, but we expect 

the President to participate at some point during that call.

Q These are public events?

/,

MR. MCCURRY: Those are public events, yes.

Q Any travel? There has been some speculation of 

something like next weekend or something? Do you —

MR. MCCURRY: Travel? Haven't we had enough of that 

this year? I'm not aware of any, no. Do we — no, I'm not aware of 

any. No travel plans that I’m aware of.

Q Mike, is President Menem coming in to see the



President?

MR. MCCURRY: The President of Argentina, Carlos Menem, 

will be here at the White House on Thursday for a brief visit with 

the President. He is here in the United States on a private visit.

The President looks forward to an exchange of views with President

Menem that will cover hemispheric issues, issues related to the 

growth of both democracy and market economics in this hemisphere.

Q Mike, how about the letter referenced in today's

Wall Street Journal's story from Mr. Riady in 1993?

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Riady's letter -- Mr. Mochtar Riady's 

letter.

Q Yes. Do you have plans to — I mean, do you intend 

to release that letter?

MR. MCCURRY: Yes, as the President indicated we will 

release that letter publicly once we've made it available to

Congress. We have been assembling a variety of materials for members 

of Congress that are interested in such matters. And I understand 

from the Legal Counsel's Office that they continue to work to 

assemble things.

One of the things they're doing is looking through 

presidential records, the group that manages presidential records.



looking for any relevant correspondence or data or memoranda so they 

can make a thorough submission to Congress at the appropriate time.

Q But not today, though?

MR. MCCURRY: No, it will not be today.

Q Will the other materials be released as well to the 

public — or to the press when they're submitted to Congress?

MR. MCCURRY: Our intent is to make available publicly 

what we make available to the Congress. Now, we have simultaneously 

been entertaining questions from various news organizations looking 

into these matters as the Journal did. They were interested in 

correspondence. 1 told them about a March 1993 letter that Mr.

Mochtar Riady sent to the President that congratulated the President 

on his economic program, on his plans for engagement with Asia, and 

made some recommendations concerning policy towards Asia, contained 

in the letter. And as the President indicated today, nothing that 

was that much different from what we were hearing from others in the 

business community.

Q Mike, let me follow this question. In 1992 the

President criticized George Bush specifically for accepting soft you 

contributions of $100,000 or more, and then doing the bidding -- not 

the bidding, but then following the policy that these people asked 

him to do. And he said, at the very least it creates the impression



that the White House is for rent, for sale. The President obviously 

heard a lot of sides on the Vietnam thing. But is the President 

unaware that this looks exactly like what he criticized Bush for - 

big contributions and then the people ask for something and then they 

get it?

MR. MCCURRY: For a policy matter that was as 

contentious, as hotly debated and as thoroughly public as U.S.

relations towards Vietnam, to suggest that any particular 

individual's views, whether it be a financial contributor or not, 

would have a disproportionate thinking on the work of the 

administration is a little bit less than credible.

Q Well, wait a minute. What about the money, Mike?

Can't that be seen as making — he’s asking how it looks.

MR. MCCURRY: The question is about what is the impact 

of contributions, and the point I would make is that there is not any 

public record that suggests that any financial contributor had a 

disproportionate influence on policy.

Q Well, what about the Bush case? Where is the 

public record on that?

MR. MCCURRY: As how it looks, that's up to you to

characterize. I think there is a problem —



Q How is it different in terms of how it looks from 

what he criticized in '92?

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to characterize how things 

look. You're in the business of doing that.

Q Well, the President showed no reluctance to do that 

himself.

Q Let me follow. Mike, in '92, Bill Daniels bundled 

soft money — he was the cable television guy, he was a friend of

Bush. It was sort of an equivalent relationship. They went back 

—he wrote this letter saying thanks for your help on the cable bill.

Riady had contributed $100,000 to the Inauguration. I think John

Huang had done the same thing. Less than two months later, they get 

this letter. Shortly thereafter, America starts on a brand new 

policy towards Vietnam. Now, a lot of people think that was right.

but John McCain, of course, called for this. There were a lot of 

voices on that side. But the impression that was created in the

President's mind when he was governor by Bill Daniels' big 

contribution was that, at the very least, an ordinary American would 

think, gee, if you get $100,000, you get what you want.

MR. MCCURRY: I believe that U.S. policy towards Vietnam 

throughout the last four years has been one of the most heavily 

covered and thoroughly accessible subjects on our entire foreign 

policy agenda. What interpretations you make of an individual letter



from a prominent businessperson is up to you to render your own 

judgments about it. You can characterize that as you see fit. I 

would just like to stick with the facts as I’ve just established 

them.

Q How do we know for sure the $100,000 grand had 

nothing to do with it? How do you know for sure?

MR. MCCURRY: Because there is a very complete public 

record about the administration's consideration of normalization of 

relations with Vietnam, as was very heavily covered --

Q There's always a large public record —

MR. MCCURRY: Very heavily covered, very heavily 

briefed, numerous discussions that occurred and that were briefed 

publicly about it. And, frankly, it is up —

/,

Q But at the end of the day the President had to make 

a decision in his own mind, didn't he?

MR. MCCURRY: The President had to make a judgment based 

on U.S. national interests, the interests of the American people as 

we engage in that region.



Q Let me try this a different way. Is the President 

concerned that there seems to be no way to separate the appearance of 

possible impropriety here from the fact?

MR. MCCURRY: I think the President is largely concerned 

about the appearances that arise from soft money donations. You'll 

recall that during the campaign period he spoke directly to that 

subject, made a series of proposals, strongly backed legislation 

which we hope will now be introduced in the 105 Congress that would 

ban exactly those types of contributions.

Q He hasn't changed his mind about how these things

y-:look?
. .1

MR. MCCURRY: He's spoken publicly and has not changed 

his point of view about the perception that exists based on these

contributions and the need to eradicate that type of contribution 

from our system of campaign finance.

Q So he would agree that somebody could draw the same 

kind of conclusion from his interaction with Riady that Bush -

MR. MCCURRY: He would agree with the expectation that 

many of you will draw your own conclusions, and so will the American 

people.

Q Just on the documents, Mike, is your thinking about 

f.
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releasing them that you want to get as many as you can, have a 

complete set, rather than piecemeal day after day of documents -

MR. MCCURRY: That's exactly right. We've--not only 

the President, but we are interested in what other correspondence 

that exists. We've looked through those records, we've got a 

substantial amount of that available, and I've been entertaining 

requests from those news organizations that have pursued some of 

those questions and telling them what we know about that 

correspondence.

Q Was this particular letter, though, available and 

in your hands — before the election; and shouldn't it have been made 

public, given that —

MR. MCCURRY: The existence of the letter I believe was 

largely known because, if I'm not mistaken, I've heard from other 

reporters that Mr. Riady's representative made reference himself to 

the letter having been sent. I think we never formally disputed the 

notion that there was such a piece of correspondence from Mr. Mochtar

Riady, but we have not -- we did not elect to make piecemeal 

disclosures of any correspondence or brief reporters in a piecemeal 

fashion on correspondence until we had more of the record available.

We've been able to do that within the last couple of days, as various 

news organizations have turned their attention to that specific 

question.



Q Do you maintain it had no more influence on the

President than the opinions of somebody who didn't give $100,000, and 

who also might have written the President about Asia policy or

Vietnam policy?

MR. MCCURRY: People from the private sector who are in 

prominent positions in the business community can speak with some 

authority as to the value of U.S. engagement towards Asia. And as 

the President indicated this morning, he said tens of thousands, but 

certainly hundreds and hundreds of such leaders have written to the

President, some contributors, some not contributors, some, frankly, 

contributors to the other party. But the authority comes from having 

some knowledge of the operation of U.S. economic interests in that 

region and the value of promoting a policy of engagement with Asia, 

which is one that this President actively pursued almost from the 

first days of the administration.

Q Are you trying to say that the amount of the 

contribution, certainly sizeable, had absolutely no influence on the 

way the request was considered?

MR. MCCURRY: I think that -

Q How can you say that?

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not saying that. I’m saying 

contributions are welcome. For those who have to run political 



campaigns, you're thankful to your supporters for rendering that kind 

of support. But the President has made it clear that he has the 

responsibility to conduct foreign policy consistent with what the 

interests of the American people are — all the American people. And 

that's the way he has conducted his policy towards Asia, on any of 

the matters that this individual has written about, or, indeed, any 

of the matters that affect the interests of America around the world.

Q Mike, on another subject —

Q No, can I ask one more?

MR. MCCURRY: Yes.

Q You said you don't want to make piecemeal 

disclosures, but the impression coming out from you and the White

House was that it was a social relationship with Riady.

MR. MCCURRY: I don't believe that’s true. I believe 

that there were some in the White House who characterized meetings 

that the President had with Mr. Mochtar Riady’s son as being social.

And the record, I think, stands up pretty well that that's an 

accurate characterization.

Q An accurate —

MR. MCCURRY: Yes, an accurate characterization. They 



were largely social visits. The President has spoken publicly on the 

occasions in which there may have been a policy element to those 

conversations. But you can’t escape the fact that by and large they 

appear to have been social visits by two individuals who had known 

each other for some time.

Q You said the full set of letters won't be ready 

today for release. Do you have a sense of when it is going to be 

ready? Will it be this week?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, there are questions well beyond 

correspondence. I mean, we've been briefing news organizations as to 

the number of visits that Mr. James Riady and some of his associates 

had here at the White House, the nature of the contact that existed 

between the President and Mr. Riady — this would be Mr. James Riady 

— other aspects of this. And we're in a position to help news 

organizations inquiring in this, because the President has directed 

all of us to be forthcoming and candid in responding. But as to 

documentation we think it's more appropriate to provide the 

documentation first to Congress and then to release it publicly.

/,

Q Do you think that's going to be this week, or do 

you have some sense of the timing?

MR. MCCURRY: I can check for you. First of all, 



remember that, because Congress is just forming itself for the work 

it will do in its 105th session, there has been no formal schedule of 

hearings or formal calling of particular witnesses at this point. We 

imagine they will be setting about that work very shortly.

Q The Chief of Staff earlier took action with respect 

to Mark Middleton and questions about the appearance of whether he 

was trading in on his White House relationship after leaving. The

L.A. Times over the weekend had the story about this Chinese American 

in Los Angeles. Is the White House considering any sort of broader 

review of its policies about - to prevent this kind of problem?

MR. MCCURRY: These matters have occasioned that type of 

review, and have led to very strict admonition by the Chief of Staff 

to all the department heads of the White House to be very conscious 

of the admission of outside individuals to the White House who may 

appear to use their access to the White House for their own private 

commercial gain. He's cautioned all of us to just know who we are 

admitting to the White House complex, and for what purpose, and who 

will accompany them on those occasions.

Q If these people were higher up they'd be covered by 

the revolving door law, isn't that correct?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, no, we're talking in this case about 

visitors from the outside. If there are White House officials who 

are — or former White House officials who are no longer working 



A
here, they are covered by the administration's voluntary ethics 

guidelines that apply to those with the rank of deputy assistant to 

the President, or assistant to the President, or who earned in excess 

of $100,000 a year. Now, that would not cover the individual you 

mentioned, Mr. Mark Middleton, but there is some sense here that we 

should look at that issue and make sure that even those who are at 

more junior levels in the White House staffing structure are not in a 

position to appear to use their access for any of their own personal 

private purposes.

Now, as you know, Mr. Middleton has denied that he has 

done that in a statement that he can make available to you, or he has 

made available to many of your news organizations.

Q Does the President think it's a good idea for James

Carville to be mounting his attacks on Ken Starr?

I *.

MR. MCCURRY: The President has not rendered any opinion 

on that. Mr. Carville is certainly someone who speaks for himself 

and has made it clear he will speak for himself, regardless of what 

the White House says.

Q Earlier today you said --

Q Does the President believe that if he asks Mr.

Carville to desist that Mr. Carville would continue?



MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Carville has indicated that, first, he 

has not discussed the matter with the President, and second, he will 

pursue the course of action that he thinks he needs to pursue, 

regardless of what anyone at the White House, including the

President, has to say.

Q This morning you were going to ask the President — 

you said you asked him and he said he has no opinion, or he has yet 

to — you were going to try to find out what he thought about this 

matter.

MR. MCCURRY: I told you he has not rendered an opinion 

on the subject.

Q Are you saying here that what Mr. Carville is 

saying does not represent the President's thinking?

MR. MCCURRY: That does not represent the President's 

thinking. The President on this matter will speak for himself or 

instruct those of us who speak on his behalf to indicate whatever he 

wants said, and he's indicated that the work of the Independent

Counsel ought to be treated respectfully and with the proper "no 

comment."

Q Well, wouldn't it be appropriate if he thinks that 

to ask one of his dear friends and a man who has been his chief 

political advisor to knock it off if that's what he thinks?



MR. MCCURRY: Well, as I just said, Mr. Carville is an 

outspoken individual and has made it clear that he intends to speak 

out.

Q Regardless of what the President says?

MR. MCCURRY: Regardless of what anyone at the White

House says.

Q Do you seriously believe that? Do you expect the 

public to believe that?

MR. MCCURRY: The public can believe whatever the public 

wants to believe.

Q Do you believe that?

MR. MCCURRY: Do I believe that?

Q Yes, do you believe that?

MR. MCCURRY: I believe that Mr. Carville would continue 

to make whatever points he felt compelled to make regardless of what 

anyone at the White House thought about it.

Q Even if the President asked him to stop? Are you 



serious?

MR. MCCURRY: I am serious, yes.

Q Did you ask the President about this today? You 

said you were going to.

MR. MCCURRY: I had a very brief conversation with him.

Q And what was his response?

Q What did he say?

MR. MCCURRY: I think I've just reflected his 

sentiments.

He said, I don't have a response to that?Q

I'm not going to render any -Q

Q Has the President discussed it with Carville at t

all?

A

MR. MCCURRY: Not to - he has not had a discussion with

Mr. Carville about it.



Q About it — or about Carville's plans? I mean, he 

knew nothing about it?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, it's been - Mr. Carville has been 

very public about his intentions to speak out.

Q If he doesn't like what he's doing, why doesn't he 

ask him to stop?

MR. MCCURRY: Just he's not in a position to dissuade

Mr. Carville from pursuing the course that Mr. Carville has —

Q He's the President of the United States of America.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, Mr. Carville, the most prominent 

political consultant in America, has made it clear that's what he's 

going to do.

Q — this is not helpful to you, or do you think it 

is helpful to you? What do you think of Carville's --

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not rendering an opinion on it.

Q Has Carville talked to someone other than the

President here at the White House about this endeavor?



MR. MCCURRY: I haven't asked every individual here at 

the White House. I don't -- he may have. I just don't know.

Q What about those you have asked?

MR. MCCURRY: Of those that I have, no one, to my 

knowledge, had any extensive discussion with Mr. Carville about the 

merits of—

Q Well, wait a minute. What does that mean?

MR. MCCURRY: — pursuing this course of action.

Q Did they have any discussions, and if so who, and 

what was said?

MR. MCCURRY: Brit, I don't -- I'm not going to answer a 

question that I don't have 100 percent information on. I haven't 

gone around and canvassed every single person who knows —

Q Well, what about those you have canvassed?

MR. MCCURRY: I haven't found anyone —

Q We'll accept your version of those you have talked 

to about it.



MR. MCCURRY: I haven't found anyone who said that they 

tried to dissuade James from doing what he's doing.

Q I'll bet. But the question is, has anybody 

encouraged him, to your knowledge?

MR. MCCURRY: Not to my knowledge.

Q Has anybody in any sense discouraged him?

MR. MCCURRY: Not to my knowledge.

A

Q It’s a remarkable, look-ma-no-hands operation here 

that Carville is carrying on, isn't it?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, you can characterize it as you see 

fit, and I'm sure you will.

Q Mike, you said that Carville had no extensive 

discussions with anyone at the White House. Did he have any not 

extensive discussions with someone at the White House about it?
J.

MR. MCCURRY: Again, Susan, there are a lot of people

who work here. There are 1,500 people who work at the White House.



Q That you know of.

MR. MCCURRY: There are a lot of people who know James.

I haven't gone and talked to each individual who knows James and 

said, what was the nature of your conversation with Mr. Carville on a 

given date. So I want to be very careful —

Q What about those you have talked to?

MR. MCCURRY: I just — you just asked and answered 

those questions.

Q Asked and not answered.

Q Do you think anybody has made it clear to him how 

wretchedly miserable it's made your lot here today? (Laughter).

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Carville is aware of how wretchedly 

miserable my pitiful life is. I'm sure. (Laughter.)

Q The President has to make some decisions on cutting 

back Social Security for disabled children. Do you know when he's 

going to make that decision? Certain categories of disabled kids.

MR. MCCURRY: You mean related to welfare reform fixes?

There's no change in what we told you last week. That's an issue 

that's got budgetary impact for FY98. It is being looked at very 



carefully by the President and his economic and budget advisers. The

President is interested in addressing those shortcomings that he 

found in the welfare reform bill - significant discussions underway 

about how best to do that and what the likely budget impact will be.

Q Are you going to change your mind on that after 

what Moynihan had to say about potential — a likelihood of changes 

in welfare reform?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, Senator Moynihan is a distinguished 

member of the Senate, particularly on this subject, but it doesn't 

necessarily reflect the sentiments of all 100 senators.

Q But you have essentially the Democratic leadership 

on that issue, in Moynihan and Nickles, up there saying, it's done, 

nothing is going to be considered.

MR. MCCURRY: Of who and who?

Q Nickles and Moynihan, both of them.

MR. MCCURRY: I think there are a lot of sentiments 

within the Democratic Caucus in the Senate that shortcomings in the 

welfare reform bill ought to be addressed. Senator Moynihan's view 

is that that was not likely to occur, but that is not necessarily the 

only view that exists within the Senator Caucus or here at the White

House.



I,

Q And those shortcomings will be addressed within the 

context of a budget proposal on the legal -

MR. MCCURRY: There's budgetary impact on those issues 

and we continue to assess how best to address those issues.

Q Is the White House still discussing 25 percent 

replenishment of the funds that were already designated --

MR. MCCURRY: We are taking steps. I’ll have to look 

into that. We are looking at some specific steps on addressing those 

more emergency type situations and that can be done within current 

budget authority. I think there has been some reporting on that 

already.

Q He's talking about the Times story.

MR. MCCURRY: Oh, you mean the differential that exists 

between the President's balanced budget proposals and the impact of 

the welfare reform bill? They made a -- there is sort of a rough 

calculation for initial policy discussion purposes that was made and 

the figure I think is in the neighborhood of $13 billion. That does 

not necessarily equate to the price tag of those things that would be 

recommended by the President. Again, those discussions are still 



underway.

Q What is your view that legal immigrants could 

receive benefits simply by becoming U.S. citizens?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, those legal immigrants who go 

through the process of naturalization are entitled as U.S. citizens 

to a different range of benefits. I mean, that's the law.

Q No, but I mean as an answer rather than trying to 

make changes --

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that seems to be occurring. I mean.

there are -- it seems in practice that that process is speeding up 

because there are some cases where people have had legal residence 

status are attempting to convert to legal citizenship status, in 

part, it is believed by some experts, because of the impact of this 

law.

Q Mike, over the weekend Secretary Perry signed a 

series of agreements in Japan designed to reduce the impact of the

U.S. military presence on Okinawa, including what is most important 

in the eyes of the Japanese of moving a Marine helicopter base 

off-shore. How does the White House feel about the accords, and will 

these issues related to the military presence on Okinawa continue to 

get White House attention?



MR. MCCURRY: Well, we are obviously pleased that we 

have been able to work with the government of Japan to reduce the 

burden on Okinawa in ways that do not fundamentally alter the

U.S.-Japan security relationship or affect the readiness of our 

forward-deployed troops in that region.

The satisfactory arrangement that was concluded by the

Secretary of Defense really works through a lot of those 

recommendations from the Special Advisory Committee on Okinawa which 

looked at the question, particularly the Futenma facility. They've 

arrived at what the Secretary believes is an adequate conclusion, an 

agreement that satisfies our own security interests and also our 

strong force posture in the region, a commitment that the United

States has made and will continue to make to the security of that 

region.

Q Mike, will the President endorse the recommendation 

of the panel looking at the CPI and will he implement them?

MR. MCCURRY: The Boskin Group has made a recommendation 

or is about to make a recommendation on CPI calculations. There are 

a number of people in the area of labor, economics and economists 

looking at the question of how best to measure inflationary impacts 

across the economy. The Boskin Group has certainly been impaneled to 

do that by a congressional committee. BLS has been looking at much 

the same issue with respect to how best to take into account 

inflationary pressures when you calculate things like benefits to 



individual Americans under entitlement programs. All of these expert 

opinions will be very carefully considered by the administration 

because the President believes this is a decision that ultimately is 

one best based on scientific economic expert calculation as opposed 

to some political measurement with respect to the budget.

Q Isn't this a scientific panel? Isn't this what 

this is? And doesn't he have —

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that group is - was asked by I 

believe the Senate Finance Committee, right, to look at CPI 

calculations. BLS has been doing much the same thing. There are 

others. It's been a very vibrant debate in the academic community 

about how best to calculate and measure the impact of inflation, and 

we are going to consider all those views as we look at their work.

Q Is it accurate to say the administration is willing 

to consider the Boskin Group's recommendations as far as they might 

call for changes in the technical procedures made by the Bureau of

Labor Statistics, but that something along the line of what Moynihan 

wants to do legislatively is something you would oppose?

MR. MCCURRY: That's a technical question beyond my 

ability to answer. There is a variety of ways which you go about 

calculating that. I think we're going to look at the whole question 

of how best to measure inflationary impacts, what that suggests with 

respect to the CPI, how you apply the CPI to the calculation of 



benefit increases and then make some judgments accordingly.

Q But in their interim report, this group suggested 

that the CPI is inflated by about one percent and —

MR. MCCURRY: There have been different measurements of 

what the over-estimation of the inflationary effect have been. And

Senator Moynihan's got a different view. The BLS economists are 

looking at much the same question. I'm not going to speculate on 

where the number will come out.

Q Mike, bipartisan commission on Medicare reform - 

how's the President going to make that happen?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, it's -- a couple of different stages 

in the process. There's health care -- the provision of health care 

commission, which he's pledged to appoint and which we have not yet 

named — correct? -- that is under consideration. The President has 

also suggested in the short-term we need to proceed with Medicare 

savings by slowing the rate of increase in spending for those 

programs consistent with what he's put forward in his balanced budget 

proposal. Now, that would extend the solvency of the trust fund into 

the next century by a number of years.

And then the longer-terms questions related to Medicare 

solvency are ones which during the campaign period the President

suggested might be amenable to consideration by a bipartisan panel.



Now we are much farther down the road in looking at the quality of 

health care, looking at what the short-term budgetary impacts are 

going to be on the solvency of the Medicare fund and then the longer 

range issues that kick in. The President will address at a later 

date on how you begin to structure a bipartisan commission if, in 

fact, we continue to see sentiment for doing that as we work with

Congress.

Q Well, are you seeing any sentiment? It didn't 

sound like there was a whole lot.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, it's been mixed. There are some 

leaders in Congress who said they don't think that's an idea that's 

worth exploring at this point. There are others that have said 

that's the only practical way we're ever going to get at the issue of 

entitlements. And I'm sure the President will consider these views 

and it will be a subject that will certainly be a part of our 

economic decision-making in the coming term.

Q Mike, there's growing concern among many arms 

control analysts about the fate of START II in the Russian

Parliament. And in that connection, there's a proposal floating 

around to have the President and Yeltsin take an initiative to get it 

off dead center and spell out what a START III treaty might look like 

in terms of lower limits so that the Russians don't have big expense 

on the START II of reconfiguring their land-based — is there 

anything along these lines under consideration, or is the President



merely waiting for the Russians to do their thing in the Duma?

MR. MCCURRY: No, we have had a very active dialogue 

with the Russian Federation on the question of START II ratification 

by the Duma. I would not suggest that we've been waiting for some 

plan to try to get it off dead center. The President has actively 

encouraged President Yeltsin to do so. We have engaged a number of 

diplomats at a high level from the Russian Federation on that subject 

and stressed the importance of ratification by the Duma of START II.

But there have also been discussions among arms control 

experts on both sides about how to structure further arms reductions 

and limitations consistent with a START III approach. The momentum 

that would be created by a START II ratification would lend itself to 

further arms control efforts. But I'm not aware of any specific plan 

to structure that one-two step as you said, other than to say that 

there have been a very consistent effort on the part of our side to 

stress the importance of Duma ratification.

Q Mike, many women's groups are eager that a woman 

fill one of the upcoming vacancies on the President's national 

security team. As he looks at the candidates, is that a factor at 

all, or is it not a factor compared to experience and whatever other 

qualities he's looking for?

MR. MCCURRY: There are a number of factors that go into

the consideration, and the President, as he has said publicly, is



stressing how the team works together. Obviously, there is rampant 

speculation at least one of the candidates under serious 

consideration is of the female gender, so we'll have to wait and see.

Q Is that a positive attribute for that candidate in 

addition to the other things, as far as being --

MR. MCCURRY: It is an attribute, and how people work 

together is driven I think more by personality than by gender. And 

we just happen to have someone who is a very highly qualified, 

successful candidate for one of those positions, or at least we have 

rumors to that effect, and I wouldn't dissuade you from thinking 

that.

Q As the President adds up the pluses and minuses, is 

gender considered a plus, or is it not a factor?

MR. MCCURRY: I think diversity has always been 

considered a plus as the President considers appointments. But I 

don’t want to apply that to any specific consideration.

Q Speaking of diversity, is the President going to 

meet with the rest of the Cabinet that has not resigned, and 

specifically when is he meeting with Janet Reno?

MR. MCCURRY: Yes. He will continue his one-by-one 

discussions with members of the Cabinet, those that he has not yet 



seen — I think he's seen about half the Cabinet so far, and we'll 

let you know when he sees individual members. I'm not aware of any 

schedule for the remainder of those consultations at this point.

Q Getting back to this Social Security thing, this is 

a question that I've been asked to ask. Apparently —

Q Whoa!!!

Q My editors made me do it. (Laughter.)

Q Give the disclaimer. (Laughter.)

Q What are the families of those disabled kids --

MR. MCCURRY: Leo put you up to this question, didn't 

he?

Q When are the families of the disabled kids who are 

no longer going to receive certain Social Security benefits for their 

disabilities going to be notified that they’re no longer going to get 

a Social Security supplemental check?

MR. MCCURRY: I have no idea. We'll have to look into 

that. Do you know? It's all part ofthe review ofhow you address 

the welfare reform legislation.



Q They're certainly reviewing — whether to tell 

them.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, you have to know what to tell them 

before you --

MR. TOIV: The Social Security Administration is 

reviewing individual cases.

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Toiv tells me that the Social Security

Administration is looking at individual cases on a case by case 

basis.

Q That will keep them busy for a long time, won't it?

MR. MCCURRY: Why don't we come back to that. Wolf, when

I can get more information.

Q Just to follow John's question about diversity. I 

mean, is having a Cabinet that looks like America as important this 

time as it was last time, or has it somehow shifted and —

MR. MCCURRY: It's important to the President to have a

Cabinet that looks like America and to have diversity reflected in 

his appointments.

Q So last time he spent an inordinate amount of



effort making sure that that happens.

A

MR. MCCURRY: Well, last time it was a new 

administration after a period in which Democrats had not occupied the

White House and there had to be more effort to reach out to people 

who are not instantly on the radar screen for appointment. We've now 

had four years, four successful years in office in which a number of 

candidates present themselves having served in the administration in 

various capacities. It's a different equation this time because it's 

an incumbent administration. I think you have to take into account 

it's a different situation.

Now, that said, the transition team that the President 

empaneled has — one of the results of their work, reaching out 

around the country and generating new names, was to really present 

the President with some options for Cabinet appointment that he's now 

in the process of considering that do reflect considerable gender.

racial, ethnic diversity.

Q Is that less a consideration than it was four years 

ago?

MR. MCCURRY: It's a consideration, but we're four years 

later, it's an incumbent administration. There are people that now

have had experience serving in the first term that, you know, because



of that experience, rise to the top of those who might be considered, 

clearly. So it's a different — somewhat different kind of equation, 

but not any more or less important than it was four years ago.

Q You're suggesting that that could push gender or 

racial considerations out of the picture.

MR. MCCURRY: No, I'm not at all. I said that diversity 

continues to be a very important guidepost for the President as he 

considers these appointments.

Q Mike, can we go back to Starr for a minute? He's 

kind of gone on a counteroffensive. He sat down with Newsweek for 

three hours. I believe his deputy in Little Rock, Hickman Ewing, 

said an attack like Carville’s is a sign of guilt. Do you think it's 

helpful to have Carville out attacking?

MR. MCCURRY: I've repeatedly refused to render a 

judgment on that and I won't do it again. Mr. Starr has to speak for 

himself. Mr. Carville has to speak for himself. And all of their 

debate will be judged in the court of public opinion, no doubt.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 2:15 P.M. EST
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SUBJECT: Undeliverable message

Your message could not be delivered as addressed.

— Message From Postmaster —

Subject: Addressing CompuServe Mail users

A message you sent to a CompuServe Mail user could not be delivered 

due to an incorrect address. The correct method of addressing

CompuServe Mail users is outlined below.

Five types of CompuServe Mail addresses can be reached from the

Internet as follows:

a) Members of the CompuServe Information Service have an address

(a.k.a. User ID) of the form "xxxxx,yyyy", such as "74906,1610".

To send mail to such an address from the Internet, change the

comma to a period and attach "@CompuServe.com". For instance:

74906.1610@CompuServe.com

TEXT:
? Invalid receiver address: *TO: 73030.21@COMPUSERVE.COM

TO: Darby E. Stott ( darby e. stott@EOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN



b) Members of organizations with a private CompuServe Mail area have

an address of the form "organizatiomname", such as "ABCJ.SMITH".

To send mail to such an address from the Internet, send it to

"name@organization.CompuServe.com". For instance:

J.SMITH@ABC.CompuServe.com

A few organizations also include a department in the form

"organization:department:name", such as "ABC:ACCTG:JOHN".

To send mail to such an address, send to

"name@department.organization.CompuServe.com".

For instance:

JOHN@ACCTG.ABC.CompuServe.com

c) Members of organizations whose LAN mail system is connected to

the CompuServe Mail Hub via Novell NetWare MHS have an address of

the form "name@workgroup", such as "JSMITH@ABC". To send mail to

such an address from the Internet, send it to

"name@workgroup.MHS.CompuServe.com". For instance:

J SMITH@ABC .MHS .CompuServe.Com

d) Members of organizations whose LAN mail system is connected to

the CompuServe Mail Hub via cc:Mail have an address of the form

"name at postoffice", such as "JSMITH at ABC". To send mail to 



such an address from the Internet, send it to 

"name@postoffice.ccmail.CompuServe.com". For instance:

JSMITH@ABC. CCMAIL.CompuServe.com

e) Members of organizations whose X.400 mail system is connected to

CompuServe as a CompuServe PRMD. Their X.400 addresses will have a

Country value of "US" and an ADMD value of "CompuServe", such as 

"x400:(c=US;a=CompuServe;p=ABC;s=Smith;g=John)". To send mail to 

such an address, send it to 

"/s=surname/g=givenname/@prmd.X400.CompuServe.COM". For instance:

/s=Smith/g=John/@ABC. X400.CompuServe.COM.

Note that the Country and ADMD values are NOT needed on the left 

side of the at sign. Those values are implied by the 

".X400.CompuServe.COM" portion of the address.

The "tags" (i.e. the '7s-' and *7g=") are as follows:

/O Organization

/OU Organizational Unit

/S Surname

ZG Given Name

/I Initials

ZQ Generation Qualifiers

ZU UA Unique ID



/X X. 121 Address

/T Terminal ID

/D Domain Defined Attribute

(/DD and /DDA are also acceptable)

NOTE: In a Domain Defined Attribute, the type and value

are to be separated by an equal sign.

Please note that a number of special destinations available to users of

CompuServe Mail which are NOT accessible from the Internet, including:

Facsimile Delivery (e.g. FAX:)

Postal Delivery (e.g. POSTAL:)

Telex Delivery (e.g. TLX:)

MCI Mail Delivery (e.g. MCIMAIL:)

Finally, please realize that only CompuServe Mail users have access 

to our member directory. Since there is no mechanism for you to 

obtain addresses directly from CompuServe Incorporated, you should 

obtain this information from the individuals with whom you wish to 

correspond. Thank you.

Cordially,

The Electronic Postmaster

*************************************************
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release December 5, 1996



STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

Meeting with Argentine President Menem

The President met today with Argentine President Carlos Menem and several 

members of the Argentine Cabinet to review the relationship with one of 

our 

closest international partners. To enhance and strengthen that 

relationship.

the two leaders agreed to establish a special Consultative Process with 

regular, senior- level meetings between our two governments. This

Consultative

Process will address important issues in our bilateral relationship.

The President applauded Argentina s continuing role as a driving force 

for 

democracy in the Americas. The two leaders also reviewed progress in 

implementing commitments from the first Summit of the Americas, which the

President hosted two years ago this week in Miami. They reaffirmed their 

commitment to the Summit goal of a Free Trade Area of the Americas and 

agreed 

to cooperate closely with Chile as we prepare for the Santiago Summit of 

the

Americas in March 1998.



The President expressed appreciation for Argentina s continued strong 

support 

for our joint foreign policy initiatives around the world, including in

Bosnia, 

where 40 Argentine police monitors serve in the UN s International Police

Task

Force, and in Zaire, where Argentina is helping to address the 

humanitarian 

crisis. They also reviewed our growing commercial ties, taking note of 

the 

fact that two-way trade between the United States and Argentina now 

exceeds six 

billion dollars per annum.

President Menem extended to President Clinton an invitation to visit

Argentina. The President affirmed that he hopes to visit the region 

sometime 

early in his second term.
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