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ECONOMICS AND FINANCE: DEFENSE SPENDING
*Schedule highlights*
(SCHEDULE 09/21/98)

Item Key: 4

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE: DEFENSE SPENDING

By Sumana Chatterjee, CQ Staff Writer

Conferees are expected to meet and complete work Wednesday on the
fiscal 1999 defense appropriations bill (HR4103). The House may take up

the measure by the end of the week, possibly on Saturday.

Combined with the military construction spending bill and
defense-related appropriations in other bills, the measure would bring
defense-related funding for fiscal 1999 to roughly $271 billion, the

ceiling set by last year's balanced-budget law (PL 105-33).

The Senate version, passed on July 30, closely tracks President

Clinton's budget request, although there is one minor difference: the









































































































On Friday, House Majority Leader Dick Armey, Texas, left open the
possibility that the bill could be considered on Saturday if a weekend

session is scheduled.

Labor unions have opposed the bill and predict they will be able to
block the legislation for a second consecutive year. Democratic leaders

agree the bill will be defeated.

Backers, including farming and business groups, are urging their
rank and file to lobby members of Congress. Republican leaders say
agriculture groups will bolster their efforts for passage given current
farm prices and will argue that more markets are needed to sell their

crops.

But the bill is receiving no lobbying support from the White House,
which sought the legislation last year but now fears it will divide
Democrats and anger constituents less than two months before the midterm
elections. White House officials have accused Republicans of political

gamesmanship for pursuing the legislation.
The Senate Finance Committee has approved an omnibus trade bill that
includes the fast-track language, but a vote on that measure is not

expected before next week.

[ThisWeek]






half of the nation's 16,000 hemophiliacs contracted HIV from blood

products.

Jeffords' legislation would authorize $1.8 billion and expand
coverage to include nearly 10,000 more individuals who were infected
with the virus that causes AIDS by blood transfusions during emergency

care€ or surgeries.

Regulations put in place a decade ago mandate that the blood supply

be tested thoroughly.

Opponents, while praising the intent of Jeffords' amendment, warn
that any increase in scope or spending authorization could harm chances

for passage this year.

John W. Warner, R-Va., may seek to reduce the authorization level in
Jeffords' proposal while retaining the broader eligibility for
compensation. This would decrease the amount of money that each
individual would receive. The original bill would allow payments of

$100,000.

DeWine is likely to push for a vote on his original version.

The committee is expected to vote on both versions. [f both are

approved, Senate leaders would determine how to bring the legislation to

the floor.














































































































































































































































































roughly $2.3 billion for fiscal 1999.

The bill provides $76.8 million for the salaries for the Capitol
Police, including additional pay for officers who work Sundays, holidays
and at night. Lawmakers agreed to those differentials, long sought by
the police, in the wake of the July 24 Capitol shooting deaths of two
officers. Overall, the bill would provide $83 million for the police,

who had sought $84.5 million.

The bill does not include funding for additional security
improvements, including the construction of a visitors' center, that
have been requested by the police and the Architect of the Capitol. That
funding likely will be considered in a supplemental "emergency"” funding

bill that could move before the end of the 105th Congress.

Funding to fix the Year 2000 problem in General Accounting Office
computers was held to sums for no more than 50 new employees. Lawmakers

said they expect a supplemental request next year for more funding.

The Senate agreed to a $1 million House request for the
congressional cemetery near the Anacostia River, where 92 members of
Congress are buried. Matching private funds would be added for the

cemetery, which has fallen into disrepair in recent years.

Conferees dropped $2 million for a one-year commission to study and
report on the trade deficit. House Ways and Means Chairman Bill Archer,

R-Texas, had questioned the need for such a panel.










































































































10of 11 items CQ's WASHINGTON ALERT 09/21/98

WESTERN SAHARA
*Future House committees* * Revised *
(SCHEDULE 09/24/98; International Relations -- Subcommittee on Africa)

Item Key: 107

WESTERN SAHARA * Revised *

Africa Subcommittee (Chairman Royce, R-Calif.) of House International
Relations Committee will hold a hearing on the current situation in the

Western Saharan nations.

Sept. 24 10:00 am 2255 Rayburn Bldg.

Information verified as cl>f 07:08pm 09/18/98
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