

















electricity in their region.

+ A former French prime minister, Edouard Balladur, and several of his

ministers, defended French actions in Rwanda in 1994 before a

parliamentary commission of inquiry in Paris. They denied complicity

in
the genocide, saying they had tried to stop it. For its part, Rwanda

was poised to execute more than 20 people whose pleas for cemency it

had rejected.

+ The presidential election that Nigeria is to hold on August 1st was

turned into a referendum on General Sani Abacha, the current ruler,



when all of the five political parties allowed to take part adopted

the

general as their candidate.

NATO ADVANCES

+ Austria's president, Thomas Klestil, a (non-party) conservative who

favours NATO membership, won a second six-year term.

+ As Serbia organised a vote designed to preclude foreign mediation in

its province of Kosovo, NATO sent a team to Albania to help it find
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the people of Norther

n Ireland have surrendered the concept of violence in
the political process.

This is day for joy, and for which the people in
Northern Ireland should be co

mmended for their courage and vision."

BRIEFS
GINGRICH AND JERUSALEM
ISRAEL: "Gingrich Was Not Frightened By Threats"

Nationalist pundit Moshe Zak wrote in massappeal, pluralist Maariv (5/25):
"Th
e Republican majority leader was not frightened by Saeb Erekat's
threats...of b
loodshed.... Gingrich has not modified his attitude
visavis Israel, not even o
n the Jerusalem issue. The cancellation of his
visit to the building site has
neither added nor diminished his significant
contribution to the diplomatic str
uggle to strengthen Israel's status in
Jerusalem."

" Gingrich Knows Difference Between Propaganda And International Politics"

In the view of analyst Akiva Eldar in independent Haaretz (5/26): "Even
Newt G
ingrich, the Republican revelutionary, suddenly became reluctant to
meet Ehud O
Imert on the site earmarked for the U.S. Embassy in Israel....
The Americans sa
y he understood that a photograph alongside the 'Tunnel
Man'’ on the intended si
te of the U.S. Embassy might do him some damage....
Even if Gingrich does becom
e president of the United States, like his
Republican friends Nixon, Ford, Reag
an and Bush, he knows the difference
between election propaganda and responsibl
e international politics."

EGYPT: "World Pities U.S."

Galal Dowidar, editorinchief of progovernment Al Akhbar, said (5/25):
"The wo
rld pities the United States for having leaders who sold their
consciences and
national interests to satisfy prolsraeli extremist
groups.... It is obscene t
o hear those hypocritical statements, which hurt
American pride, made by congr












United States next ye
ar. Another was the appointment of Charlene
Barshefsky, his top trade official
, to chair the WTO's preparations for its
next big liberalization drive. These
events send welcome signals that
America is determined to resist pressures to t
urn inwards, and to renew its
leadership of the multilateral trade system. The
test of Mr. Clinton's
intentions will lie in winning the fast track authority
to conclude trade
agreements he failed to secure from Congress last year.... A
vital task
for any American presidency is to shape policies which rise above n
arrow
competing claims and meet the broad national interest. In Geneva last
we
ek, Mr. Clinton sought to reassert America's international leadership in
trade.
To succeed, he must now lead boldly at home."

X' hpx FRANCE: "Falling Yen Begins To Affect U.S. Economy"

Rightofcenter Les Echos opined (5/26): "Is the United States giving up?
Isi
t ready to let the dollar fall with the yen? The idea that Washington
may ber
eady to make important sacrifices to keep Japan's economy from
going under seem
s to be making some headway in the United States. The
yen's depreciation and i
ncreased Japanese exports would be the only way to
boost Japan's economy, even
if this means a dangerous and greater trade
deficit for the United States....
In spite of several measures taken, the
Japanese economy continues to stagnate,
something that greatly worries U.S.
economic experts.... The latest declarati
ons allegedly made by Secreary of
the Treasury Robert Rubin are all the more su
rprising because they do not
fit with Japan's hopes. A rapid fall of the yen i
s not in Tokyo's interest
because it would affect the credibility of Japan's cu
rrency and economy,
something which Tokyo is desperately tyring to avoid."”

SINGAPORE: "One Global Market"
According to the progovernment Straits Times (5/25): "What European

veterans
or American masters of the game need to understand is that they
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