





























































































































































































































MR. DAVIS: It was expected, hoped; I'm not sure it did.
In any case, those events were perfectly appropriate if they were
held, as they were, for friends and supporters of the President;
afterwards we would have expected that political and financial

support would result from hearing the President at those events.

MR. MCCURRY: Let me take a try at that question, too.
I mean, those of you who are familiar with campaigns know that
fundraisers, the fundraisers that the DNC would have target figures
that they might associate with any combination of activities that
they were going to pursue. Now, they were sometimes met, sometimes
not met. But they were working against for them what they hoped
would be a general target figure that they were trying to raise based
on various types of activities they had. Now, they had no way of
knowing whether they were going to meet those targets or not because
it would depend on how successful they were in going back to people

and encouraging them to be supportive --

Q But the memo does suggest that target figures were

set for these coffees that were held in the White House.

MR. MCCURRY: I think that you can see all throughout
all of these documents the different ways in which they structured
the fundraising program at the DNC, which -- and as everybody here
knows, I think, that when you structure a fundraising program, you

have different target figures associated with different events, you






























Q --and did that breakfast actually happen?

MR. DAVIS: 1don't know whether the breakfast actually
happened. | believe that it did. But, Rita, there were meetings in
the White House in the Ward Room regularly to discuss the fundraising

programs and plans and activities of the campaign --

Q But we're talking about asking, calling these
outsiders and asking them to raise money. And I wondered if that, as
you define it, is a legal -- that's not fundraising, even if the

President asks somebody to raise money for him?

MR. DAVIS: Itis not fundraising under any definition
you can find under the Hatch Act, and it's certainly not illegal in

our opinion, and it's not inappropriate.

Q Could you find if that breakfast in fact actually

occurred?

MR. DAVIS: 1 will check on that.

Q And you used the phrase, "friends and supporters."
Are you saying that all friends were supporters and all supporters
were friends, or are there some friends and some supporters and some

who were both, and what's a supporter who is not a friend?






problem in releasing this list is that there are a lot of people who
are supporters who are not -- and significant supporters of the
Democratic Party who were not included in this expression of
gratitude. And not all people who were active in the financial life
of the Democratic Party were invited to be personal guests of the

President at the residence. It goes without saying.

Q Does that mean he's going to have a harder time

raising money now or --

Q Is he still going to have coffees, Mike, so he can

bring people in and forward his agenda?

MR. MCCURRY: The President is going to continue to look
for ways that he can talk to people and have human interaction with
them, as opposed to the stale kind of events where he stands in a
receiving line and shakes -- and doesn't get an opportunity to learn
anything. Over and over again, the President said, look, | enjoyed
having people over to the residence to stay overnight on occasion. |
enjoyed having these smaller, more intimate gatherings because |

could listen and learn something.

Most of the time when you're out working in behalf of
the political effort of your own campaign or your party, you're
giving speeches, you're shaking a lot of hands and you're smiling for
the camera, and you don't really get a chance to engage with people

and learn anything. So he will continue one way or another, whether
















Q But when he puts the numbers in dollar figures

there, it leads you --

MR. MCCURRY: He's trying to get a sense of the universe
of people that we could go out and talk to. Obviously, not everybody
was included in those, and some people who gave little amounts of
money were included and some people who gave large amounts of money
were excluded, for whatever reason -- but those are personal

decisions they made because they were personal guests.

Q But he's not asking -- he's asking for a list which

is all inclusive.

MR. MCCURRY: Yes, who's out there who's been helping us

that I ought to consider having over.
Q When you say not everybody was included, not every
large giver or every small giver -- why wouldn't they have been if he

asked for the list of $100k and --

MR. MCCURRY: Because it was his own choice. Some of

the people may have been --

Q But he didn't choose the names.

MR. MCCURRY: You know, | know some of these people and,



frankly, I wouldn't want to have them over to my house. (Laughter.)

Q But he didn't choose, he asked for a list of names.

MS. LEWIS: From which he'd choose.

MR. MCCURRY: From which he chose. He extended the

invitation.

MS. LEWIS: He asked for the list from which he would
make the choice. He didn't say, we will invite everybody at X to X

event. He said, give me the list. That's exactly Mike's point.

MR. MCCURRY: He would eventually extend the invitation
on behalf of the First Lady. He and the First Lady got to invite
people to come stay. And as I indicated and hinted, there's some

people who I think are going to miffed that they didn't get invited.

Q Mike, has the United States government discussed
with or made a deal with the Chinese on bringing the North Korean

defector, Mr. Hwang, from Beijing here?

MR. MCCURRY: We are aware that there's a news account
that suggests that. I've found no reliable information to indicate
that that is, in fact, the case -- and we will check further with
Secretary Albright with respect to that. But we're not aware, based

on any reporting from her trip so far that such arrangements






MR. MCCURRY: It was a good meeting. They had a good
exchange of views. It did deal with the question of nuclear waste at
Yucca Mountain. | don't know that any views were changed, but it was
a good opportunity for us to hear the Senator's thinking on the
issue, for perhaps the Senator to hear a lit

MR.MCCURRY: I haven't heard anything new on that.
They're still -- they're nearing selections, but no final decision is

made.

Q Since this will be -- with the continuing Turkish
violation and threats -- is going to proceed with a well-known

expected U.S. initiative for a peace in solution to those problems?

MR. MCCURRY: The President will continue to proceed
with meticulous effort to address the problem of Cypress in the
bilateral context we have with both governments. And those are
ongoing. As you know, we have had opportunities to exchange views
with representatives of both the Turkish and Greek governments.
Cypress has been high on that agenda. We will continue to look for
opportunities for the United States to play an effective role in

bringing this long standing dispute to a conclusion.
Q One more question. It was reported -- that
President Clinton -- invite the Turkish Prime Minister, -- will the

Greek Prime Minister be invited, too?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, the President would always look






























I understand you had a panel earlier this morning
speculating on what has now become the conversation that we all have,
which is, can it be possible that we have repealed the business
cycle? Or, if it hasn't been repealed, has at least it been shaved a
little? And I think there is some argument for that if you look at
the better inventory control, the changing nature of the economy, the
more service jobs, the nature of global competition and technology,
and the greater sophistication of the Fed. | mean, there are a lot
of reasons for it, but | think there are some indications that we
have had some real ability to manage this. But I think the most
important thing to remember is that the underlying fundamentals has
been good because of the productivity of the American people and our
willingness to compete. And I think that if we want this to
continue, which is the real question, we have to continue to do the
things that will make it likely that success will prevail for another

??four years and into the next century.

It is relatively rare for a country to have both peace
and prosperity, and the opportunity to shape its own destiny at a
time when there are so many fundamental changes in the way we work
and live and relate to each other and the rest of the world. You go
back to the history of the country; that is a relatively rare
opportunity. And when it comes along it's easy to miss because when
things are going generally quite well, people are either complacent
or they tend to -- one of the unfortunate aspects of human nature

-- they tend to either be complacent or to be all heated up over small










































































































































our hand in the second-fastest
growing area in the world,"
Clinton said.
In an otherwise sunny relationship, the United States and
Canada are at od
ds over Cuba. Canada has been a fierce critic of
the U.S. Helms-Burton law, whi
ch seeks to punish some companies
in third countries that do business with Cuba

The United States does not particularly like Canada's policy
of commercial
and diplomatic engagement with the communist state.
Canada is Cuba's largest f
oreign investor and largest source of
foreign exchange and advocates quiet dipl
omacy on democracy and
human rights.
Clinton, asked if there was any evidence that Canada's
approach was workin
g, replied candidly.
“*No, but neither one of us has succeeded yet ... Since
there hasn't been
appreciable change in the Cuban regime,
neither of our policies can claim success. But this is an area
where [ think we
have an honest political disagreement," he
said.
Indeed, the two leaders were chummy, prompting Canadian
reporters to inqui
re whether Chretien was as close to Clinton as
former Canadian Prime Minister B
rian Mulroney was to presidents
Ronald Reagan and George Bush.
Mulroney came under fire at home for being too cosy to the
U.S. leaders. C
hretien faces re-election later this year.
"Yes, we are good friends," Chretien, a native French
speaker, said. **]
t's a good relation, but he knows that we will
disagree...But I have to tell yo
u that he's a good guy, and |
enjoy to be with him."
Clinton was equally cordial on Tuesday evening, toasting the
countries' lo
ng border and close ties at a formal White House
dinner: "*Of course, close nei
ghbours sometimes disagree --
family members sometimes disagree. But united by
our democratic
values and our long border and close friendship, we always found

a way to work through those disagreements." He added: "*Long live our mut
ual friendship. Vive le






“*Married life? Is that what we're doing?" Greenspan said
with a sly smile
. Seriously, now: "*Terrific, so far."
Like he did for the 1993 State of the Union address,
Greenspan sat next to
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton for
dinner.
The guests were welcomed by crutches-clutching Clinton, whomade a cautious
entrance down the steep stairway of the Grand
Foyer. His doctor, Connie Mariano
, followed closely behind to
keep an eye on him _ then scampered up the stairs
when he reached
the final step.  Clinton, who ruptured a tendon in his right

knee last month, sipped cognac with Chretien the night before to
make up for h
is inability to keep a golf date. He promised the
Canadian, “'I'll be back in't
he arena before long."

"1 have to tell you," Chretien said of Clinton at a joint
news conference
, “he's a good guy, and I enjoy (being) with
him."

He appeared to like dinner too.

Chef Walter Scheib began with maple-cured salmon and
fiddlehead fern, one o
f 17 different newly harvested vegetables
served on red Reagan china. The entre
e was herb-crusted lamb,
peppers, new potatoes, ragout of morels and spring veg
etables.

That was followed by salad of young greens and sprouts, and
maytag blue che
ese. Then there was dessert, a dazzling display of
pulled-sugar tulips atopa r
aspberry and chocolate truffle ring
mold.

Scheib said the meal reflected the spirit of spring and the
desire of Mrs.
Clinton to serve healthy meals that blend American
tastes with her guests' nati
ve cuisine.

After dinner, mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves entertained in the
East Room.

To Clinton and Chretien, it was a night meant to symbolize
their nations' w
arm relationship. Raising his glass in toast, the
president declared, **Long li
ve our mutual friendship. Vive le
Canada!"

As new budget talks begin, Republicans encouraged but still wary



By ALAN FRAM=
Associated Press Writer=
WASHINGTON (AP) _ Republicans say a new Clinton
administration offer to cul
| additional savings from Medicare is
not a major breakthrough, but may show th
e White House is serious
about brokering a balanced-budget deal.
A fresh round of budget bargaining was entering its second
day today, after
the two sides spent more than three hours
discussing ways to trim projected sp
ending from Medicare. Today,
the two sides may continue discussing the giant he
alth-insurance
program for the elderly, plus annually approved spending for
dom
estic and defense programs.
On Tuesday, administration officials offered to bringfive-year savings from
Medicare to $100 billion as calculated by
congressional accounting methods, $18 billion more than President
Clinton propo
sed in his budget in February, participants said.
The extra savings would c
ome from health-care providers like
hospitals. Last year, Republicans proposed
about $130 billion in
five-year Medicare savings.
Senate Budget Committee Chairman Pete Domenici, R-N.M..
called Tuesday's se
ssion "‘a healthy meeting," but said the two
sides remain far from a deal over
cutting taxes and balancing the
budget by 2002.
““Over the next few days, we'll see just how far the
president and his nego
tiators are willing to go," he said.
“*We'll know in the next few days whether it's a boy or a
girl," added Rep
. John Kasich, R-Ohio, chairman of the House
budget panel.
Republicans have said White House willingness to seek more
Medicare savings
will be a major basis for determining the
administration's seriousness about r
eaching a budget deal.
Republicans remain angry over Clinton's campaign-season
attacks
on them last year for trying to pluck savings from the program
and have
demanded proof that the assaults will end.
One Republican following the talks, speaking on condition of
anonymity, sai



























































































































































