



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































problem of the lack of skilled workers cannot simply be to look

beyond our borders -- surely a part of it has to be to better

train people within our borders to do this work. (Applause.)

For many years, your foundation has made this a top
priority and many individual firms have, as well. Cisco Systems
is now working to establish a networking academy, for example, in
every empowerment zone high school that wants one. These
academies will provide students with the skills they need to get
certified for jobs and information technology. It's like giving
a student first-class ticket to a high-skilled, high-wage

future. We have to do more of that.

Because you have done so well, | would argue that you
have larger responsibilities as citizens than those who have not.

And many of you are fulfilling them remarkably.

The last thing I'd like to say is this: You were very
kind when I spoke about Kosovo earlier; kind to stand -- maybe
just hoping I was through with my speech -- (laughter). |
believe there is a hunger for substantive information on the part
of our citizens greater than | have ever seen before. And the
more you give them ways to get information, the more hungry they
feel. But keep in mind, you can sit in front of your television
and channel-surf all night long. You can have 50 channels, or

70, or 80 or 90. You may pick up a lot of facts and you may go



to bed bleary-eyed at 3:00 a.m., and the next day your
understanding of what it is you have seen or heard might not be

any greater.

And so the last thing 1 would like to say is, with your
employees, with those in the community with whom you work, help
people to understand that the forces of globalization can be
good, but they present challenges that must be met. Help people
understand that the forces of decentralization, of the breaking-
up of old blocs can be a magnificent story of individual
empowerment and democratization, but they, too, present

challenges that must be met.

I have done everything [ could to fashion a government
that could do its part to meet those challenges. It's the
smallest government we've had since President Kennedy was here.
It has given more power to states and localities. It works more
with community groups and churches and social programs. It does
a lot of things that need to be done badly, and I'm sure we can

do better.

But in the end, there will be these gaps, and someone
must be standing in the gap to reaffirm our basic devotion to

freedom and democracy, to peace and prosperity, and to the principle that we must be a community -- that out of many
we are

one; and that we are still about the business of our Founding

Fathers, forming a more perfect union.



Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.)

END 9:00 P.M. EST
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