







































































































































































India: Paramilitary forces patrolled the streets of Siwan in north Bihar

last night, to maintain order during a dawn-to-dusk strike called by the
Communist Party of India - Marxist Leninist (CPI-ML). CPI-ML called the
strike to protest the deaths of 11 members of a family, who were gunned
down on 13 October in a Mujajidpur village over a land dispute.

Indonesia: Over the weekend, at least six people were killed in political
violence in Aceh. Six separatist gunmen attacked 20 government soldiers at
the Ranto Selamat military post last night, beginning a 30-minute clash
which involved grenades and automatic weapons. Four of the rebels were
killed, while the soldiers suffered no casualties. In retaliation, more

rebels attacked an army transport truck this morning in Peurelak, East
Aceh. Rebels later claimed to have killed eight soldiers, but the army has
not confirmed it. There were two other attacks on military vehicles
yesterday, unclaimed thus far. Two unidentified bodies were discovered
near Bantaiyan village in Murussalam.

Solomon Islands: Yesterday, the Isatabu and Malaita militias reached an
agreement to end a two-year-old conflict. According to the agreement, the
Isatabu Freedom Movement (IFM) and the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) will hand
in their weapons and their members will benefit from an amnesty. Unarmed
international observers on the ground will guarantee that the two sides

abide by the agreement. New Zealand has already agreed to provide

observers.

South Korea: Today, the Korean Air pilots' union began taking votes from
its members on whether to launch a strike. The voting process will
continue until 20 October, and the strike, if approved, would begin on 21
October. The union is protesting wage disparities between Korean and
expatriate pilots. It is also demanding that the airline cut the pilots'
working week to 75 hours a week from the current 80 hours week.

United States: On 14 October, a Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 en route
from Seattle to San Jose, California made a safe emergency landing at San
Jose International Airport after the pilot shut down the number 1 engine.
Airport officials stated that an engine gauge apparently malfunctioned.

[SITUATION UPDATES]

Bolivia: On 14 October, government troops began peacefully removing
roadblocks on Bolivia's main highway, following an accord between the
government and coca growers to end a 27-day stand-off which paralyzed the
country in a conflict over halting coca production. Concurrently, teachers
and peasants protested to demand higher pay and more land (respectively).
Ten protesters died and 165 people were injured as protesters and
government troops clashed.

Ecuador: Following last week's kidnapping of 10 expatriate oil workers by
rebels, oil companies evacuated 132 employees from sites in the Amazon
region. Helicopters carried the evacuees to Quito, the capital. The 10
workers who were kidnapped, including five U.S. citizens, have not been
returned. On 13 October, troops found the abductor's helicopter abandoned
near the river that divides Ecuador and Colombia.

Venezuela: The state-owned oil company Petroleros de Venezuela (PDVSA)





































































