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ce Party, who wants the range kept closed.</P>

<P> "l agree with this," Mr. Clinton said in a July 26 handwritten note to
National Security Adviser Samuel R. Berger. "This is wrong | think. They don't
want us there. That's the main point."</P>

<P>  The president added: "The Navy can find a way to work around it."</P>

<P> But Mr. Lott said yesterday: "There are no current work-arounds or simu
lators that can be used to duplicate this testing."</P>

<P> Rep. C.W. Bill Young, chairman of IHouse Appropriations Committee, agree
d.</P>

<P> "It would be inexcusable to send a task force into an area of potential
hostilities without proper training," the Florida Republican said. "The Navy t
ells me they have no other place for the Eisenhower to exercise prior to deploy
ment.</P>

<P> "For the short term, the task force has to train and exercise," Mr. You
ng added. "1 would not be part of sending military personnel into harm's way wi
thout proper training."</P>

<P> Vice President Al Gore this week sided with his boss on the issue.</P>

<P> "The Navy should search for an alternative way of training that did not
have the harsh impact on Puerto Rico that the use of Vieques for the last six
years has had," Mr. Gore said.</P>

<P>  But the Navy has canvassed 18 alternative sites and reported that none
matched Vieques' unique facilities to allow air, land and gunnery live-fire tra
ining.</P>

<P> After a presidential commission recommended closing the range in five y
ears, Navy Secretary Richard Danzig asked the Center for Naval Analyses, a Navy
-supported think tank, to examine other long-term alternatives.</P>

<P> Puerto Rico Gov. Pedro Rossello has adamantly opposed any resumption of
live-fire combat training on Vieques.</P>

<P> He and other Puerto Rican officials were outraged when a Marine pilot m




istakenly targeted an observation post in April, firing two 500-pound bombs tha
t killed a Puerto Rican security guard and injured four other civilians.</P>

<P> "The governor of Puerto Rico has raised many good concerns," Mr. Lott t
old the president. "The Department of Defense and the Department of the Navy sh
ould have handled the Vieques range management and public relations better.</P>

<P> "We owe it to the Puerto Rican people to fix this relationship," he add
cd. "l pledge my support to help restore a productive relationship."</P>

<P> Some Republicans charge that Mr. Clinton's opposition to reopening the

range is a political calculation aimed at building support among New York's Pue
rto Rican voters for Hillary Rodham Clinton's Senate bid and Mr. Gore's preside
ntial campaign. There are about a million Puerto Ricans in New York City.</P>

<P> The Republicans point to White House memos that show Clinton aides weig
hing a political windfall to Mr. Gore if the president granted clemency to 16 ¢
onvicted Puerto Rican terrorists.</P>

<P>  Mr. Clinton granted the clemency, which created a political backlash ag
ainst his wife and, in recent days, Mr. Gore.</P>

<P> [f Mr. Clinton accepts Mr. Cohen's expected recommendation to reopen Vi
eques, the Justice Department would have to order the removal of Puerto Rican p
rotesters camping out on the range.</P>
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