






































































































































































































































































































































<P> Clawson wrote only about inspections, failing to mention UNSCOM's monit
oring of Iraq's large industrial base. Dual-use equipment was tagged and regula

rly checked to insure that it had not been diverted for proscribed purposes. Th

e equipment for shaping the core of nuclear bombs was monitored while UNSCOM wa
s there but is not any longer. The same is true about Iraq's missile program. I

raq is allowed to have limited-range "defensive" missiles. While UNSCOM was in
Iraq, it could ensure that the country's declared facilities were not being use

d to build longer-range missiles. But who can tell now?

<P> Saddam's determination to retain chemical, biological, and nuclear weap
ons programs even in the face of punitive economic sanctions should be a matter
of concern, particularly with UNSCOM's presence ended. Had Clawson accurately
described the danger, his argument for supporting the Iraqi opposition would ha

ve been more compelling and the bankruptcy of present U.S. policy would have be
en dearer.

<B><P>Laurie Mylroie, Publisher, Iraq News, Washington, D.C.

<P>Editor's Note:</B> The article referred to appeared in the <I>Current News S
upplement,</I1> August 23, 1999.

<[><P> Patrick Clawson Replies: Laurie Mylroie is correct that, if Iraq got
hold of fissile material, it could produce a nuclear bomb in a small facility

not detectable by satellite. Inspections would do little to solve this problem,
because the facility needed would be so small that it could be hidden from any
conceivable inspections regime. (Also, the necessary equipment is compact enou
gh to be readily smuggled in.) This is one of the reasons the U.S. government p
uts such a high priority on its program with the former Soviet states to preven

t diversion of fissile material.</I>
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