is.

<P> "After breakfast, we have to get started on lunch, and it keeps goi
ng from there," said the cook from the Ist Battalion of the 16th Infantry
Regiment.

<P> Before NATO troops arrived in 1996, Serbian soldiers made the mountain t
op their home and strategic stronghold. During the three-year civil war, artill

ery rounds were lobbed into the villages below to fend off advancing Bosnian Mu
slim troops. At one point, the Muslims took over the site. Rather than lose the
strategic post, a Serbian commander ordered an airstrike on his own troops, wh
ich ended up killing the commanders brother-in-law.

<P> While still a critical strategic site, NATOs Stabilization Force is in ¢
ontrol with troops from forts Hood and Riley on guard.

<P> Even though guard duty can get boring, Manzo said it beats sitting behin
d a desk.

<P> "When | joined the Army, | wanted to be out in the field and doing
something," said Manzo, who joined the service last year after graduating
from high school in California.

<P> When he is not standing guard, Manzo focuses his energy on pumping iron.
"I just want to get bigger and bigger," he said, adding that his wor
kouts help him stay busy.

<P> Spc. Matthew Johnson said that when not pulling guard he keeps himself b
usy by beating his fellow soldiers in pool.

<P> "] talk a lot of smack and try to distract them," Johnson said
. "I make them laugh and then [ beat them."

<P> That is, he says, when he doesnt choke by holing the 8-ball.

<P> But Johnsons jovial demeanor fades when he talks about how his duty in B
osnia is changing his perspective.

<P> "[ really feel sorry for these people," Johnson said. "Es

pecially the kids here. I grew up thinking I had it rough because my mom was hu
rt and couldnt work, but | had it much better than they do. It makes you gratef

ul for what you have."




<P> Medic Pfc. Brad Adams said he is grateful for the mountaintop duty for a
nother reason.

<P> "I love it here," Adams said. "Its so peaceful."

<P> Adams, who arrived at Mount Vis three weeks ago, said the relaxing atmos
phere is just what the doctor ordered.

<P> "Its not as political here because there are not that many people a
round,"” Adams said. He said he would rather focus on his job and work with
a smaller group far away from headquarters.

<P> His first order of business, Adams said, is to help the troops take care
of themselves medically.

<P> "Im trying to make my job more peaceful," said Adams, who warn
s the new guys about the steep mountain pathways that can be hazardous. "I
m into preventive medicine."

<P> Besides his medical practice, Adams finds the serene beauty of the site
soothing and even inspiring.

<P> "l keep my Bible with me all the time," he said. "This is
a great place for solace and reflection.”
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<P>  On the other hand, Blazek said, the bigger Navy operation offers more p
risoner self-improvement programs, ranging from remedial education to vocationa
I skills. The Navy's brig system even includes a special program for crime vict
ims.
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<P>Norfolk Virginian-Pilot <BR>

September 25, 1999<BR>

Pg. D1

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>Navy Audit Service To Close Beach Office
</B></FONT><P>By Dave Mayfield, Staff Writer

<P>  The Naval Audit Service plans to shut down an office in the city's Pem
broke area by October 2004 as part of a nationwide reorganization of its operat
ions.

<P>  The closing of the office on Corporation Lane will affect 95 civilian
employees, most of them accountants who scrutinize Navy and Marine Corps funds
and programs for inefficiencies and financial errors. One of the auditors estim



ated the average pay of the affected employees to be more than $45,000 a year.

<p> In a written response to questions, the Navy said the Virginia Beac
h facility will be one of 19 Audit Service offices closed over the next several
years as the agency consolidates its audit operations in the Washington area.

<P>  The shutdowns will affect 58 employees at an office in San Diego, to b
e closed by October 2004, plus a total of 127 at the 17 remaining offices, whic
h are to be shuttered by September 2000.

<P>  Most of the employees have contracts obligating them to move to the Wa
shington area, but the Audit Service doesn't plan to take them all along. It ha

s alrcady requested the authority to offer financial incentives to as many as 6

2 of the affected employees at various offices to either resign or take early r
etirement.

<P>  The Navy said that after the consolidation is completed, the Audit Ser
vice will have a total of 402 employees - 73 fewer than it has now.

<P>  Christopher Hellman, a senior analyst with the Center for Defense Info
rmation, a Washington-based watchdog group, said all of the military branches'
audit arms are responding to congressional pressures to cut costs and operate m
ore effectively.

<P>  "They spend too much time shuffling paper back and forth," he said.
"It's not just Navy, it's everywhere in DOD."

<P>  The Army Audit Agency is also consolidating its operations in the Was
hington arca. And the Defense Finance and Accounting Service has drastically re
duced its field operations, Hellman noted.

<P>  "The question is: Do bookkeepers have to be on location in order to d
o their work?" he said. "In my mind, they do not."

<P> Hellman said more and more information is becoming available to audito
rs online, particularly those doing financial audits. He said there is no reaso

n why auditors cannot travel from Washington to Norfolk to gather the remaining
data they need for reports.

<P>  The Navy said its Audit Service has moved away from auditing local com
mands and programs, and now focuses almost exclusively on Navywide activities.
The new approach has required audit personnel to spend more and more time in Wa
shington, meeting with top-level Navy and Marine Corps officials and their staf

fs, it noted.












































































































































































<P> [t followed a conflict that devastated the former British colony and was
marked by extreme savagery. Rebels were widely accused of massacring civilians,
cutting off limbs and gang-raping children.

<P> The agreement included a highly controversial amnesty for the rebels that
obliged the U.N. special representative who also signed to disassociate the Un
ited Nations from that provision.

<P> Mr. Annan said in his report that, without security, it would not be poss
ible to carry out a program of disarming and demobilizing approximately 45,000
former combatants, many of them children, and thus remove a threat to the count
ry's stability.

<P> Mr. Annan said that in addition to the infantry battalions, the force he
envisioned entering Sierra Leone would include specialized support units. The s
upport units would include logistics, communications, engineering and air and o
ther transportation, that would each comprise about 250 troops. A helicopter-bo
rne rapid-reaction unit would number about 200, bringing the total of military
personnel to about 6,000, Mr. Annan said.

<P> "It would be my intention to seek contributions of troops for a significa

nt part of the force from ECOWAS countries, in particular those currently contr
ibuting to ECOMOG," the secretary-general said. "Such troops could be deployed
fairly rapidly to Sierra Leone if they are not already stationed there as part

of ECOMOG."

<P> The withdrawal of Nigerian troops, who make up the bulk of ECOMOG, began
on Aug. 31 but was suspended following a meeting between Nigerian President Olu
segun Obasanjo and Mr. Kabbah, Mr. Annan said. But Nigeria had indicated the wi
thdrawals would resume in October.

<P> The secretary-general also called for the immediate return to Sierra Leon
e of Mr. Sankoh, to "assume important functions within the government of Sierra
Leone."

<P> Mr. Annan said the commitment of Mr. Sankoh and his senior associates, in
cluding Johnny Paul Koroma, leader of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, t
o the Lome agreement was an essential element in its effective implementation.

<P> He said much more money would be needed than the $19 million already cont
ributed by the international community -- including $10 million by Britain -- t

o atrust fund established by the World Bank to support the disarmament, demobi
lization and reintegration of former combatants.


















ny. "It is one of the best Roman sites we've ever seen."

<P> Hering and his companion, Ursula Becker, 32, said they were undeterred
by Libya's reputation for terrorism when they were planning their two-week jour
ney, which included Tripoli, Leptis Magna and the desert settlements of souther
n Libya. And they said they would recommend the trip to their friends.

<P> "From what we can tell, it's quite calm here," Hering said. And althoug
h the accommodations were rudimentary, Hering said he was struck by the overall
level of development in Libya.

<P> "It's the only country around here," he said, "where you can drink the
water from the tap."
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<P>New York Times<BR>

September 26, 1999<BR>

Pg. |

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>South Africa Army Fights An Enemy Within: Old Hatreds

</B></FONT><P>By Rachel L. Swarns




<P> BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa -- In the beginning, they were just two litt
le boys who shared the same dream.

<P>  In his ramshackle township, the black boy strung sticks into pretend pi
stols and shouted "Boom, boom, boom!" The white boy pictured himself in spit-sh
ined shoes and crisp green uniforms.

<P> But under South Africa's white Government, only one of these two strang
ers could rise through army ranks. And so while the white boy studied military
history, the black boy learned to build bombs, joining an exiled guerrilla army
intent on destroying the regime that stifled his ambitions.

<P>  With the end of apartheid in 1994, the two enemies finally became allie
s. The guerrilla, Lieut. Sibusiso Madubela, rejoiced as he donned his army fati
gues and tested his military rifle. "We will all be equal now," he told his fam
ily proudly.

<P>  The soldier, Sgt. Eric (Dougie) Douglas, told his relatives he would ca
Il his black troops "gentlemen." And at the Tempe military base here, they vowe
d to fight under one flag, for one country.

<P> What they found, however, was that, at the base, some whites and blacks
still fought each other.

<P> In 1996, a white officer here locked three former freedom fighters in a
room and sprayed them with tear gas. In 1998, another white soldier here robbe
d and killed two black soldiers who were transporting a truckload of weapons.

<P> Lieutenant Madubela told his family he had been stabbed by a white subo
rdinate, and treated with disrespect by others who refused to recognize his ran
k. And when his pay was docked for overstaying a five-day leave he was granted

to attend his father's funeral, he snapped.
)

<P> On Sept. 16, he cocked his rifle and sprayed the base with bullets. He
spared more than 20 black soldiers who crossed his path that morning, witnesses
say. But when he was done, six white soldiers and a white civilian were dead,
including Sergeant Douglas, 29. A seventh soldier, injured in the shooting, die

d this week.

<P> No one will ever know precisely what touched off the violence -- the tr
auma of the integration process, fury over the loss of a sperately needed paych
eck, psychological instability or some combination of factors.




























































































































ludes sports stadiums, an amusement park complete with Ferris wheel and hospita
Is for use by the Baath Party elite.

<P>  For this, the regime has money.

<pP> In an effort to build support for lifting sanctions, Baghdad's propag
anda machine tells woeful tales of malnourished childern and shortages of basic
medical supplies.

<p> But other than bombing, sanctions are the only leverage available to
make the regime honor its promise to dismantle weapons of mass destruction.

<P>  Iraqis allowed to sell oil to purchase food and medicine abroad. Acc
ording to the State Department, the regime has failed to hand out half of the m
edical supplies and 60 percent of the supplies for agriculture and water purifi
cation acquired this way.

<P>  Washington hopes to use the latest revelations to bolster support for
cconomic sanctions. If ordinary Iraqis are hungry and in ill health, we know w
ho's to blame. While the people starve, the nation's rulers party at their priv

ate playground.
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<P>Austin American-Statesman<BR>



September 26, 1999<BR>

Pg. J2

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>New World Disorder

</B></FONT><P>  Welcome to the new world disorder.

<P>  Since 1988, the United Nations has mustered 37 peacekeeping missions,
three times as many as in the previous four decades. And a recent U.S. intelli
gence report estimates that 35 million people have been displaced or face some
crisis as a result of fighting.

<pP> The world has become a ball of confusion from the Balkans to East Tim
or, and the United States and other nations are confused about what to do. Pres
ident Clinton and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan admitted as much in speeche
s last week in the first days of the 54th session of the U.N. General Assembly.

<P>  The global chaos is particularly vexing for the United States, the wo
rld's only superpower. This country fluctuates between interventionism and isol
ationism. We want to help persecuted people, but after Vietnam we don't want ou
r sons and daughters in harm's way.

<P>  Joint action by members of the United Nations is increasingly difficu

It and dangerous, though consensus was reached on intervention in East Timor la
st week. Australia is leading a peacekeeping force of 7,000 troops, only 200 of
which are Americans.

<P>  The U.S. government should help to "police" the world and bring it a
measure of justice. Intervention has to be determined on a case-by-case basis.

<P>  World leaders are still grappling with the new world order that was c
reated when the communist Soviet Union folded. Today's conflicts are unlike tho
se of the past. Civilians are now the targets of combatants, and more people ha
ve fewer hopes of being repatriated when violence ends.

<P> But we should do more than intervene in other nations. The U.S. gover
nment also needs to be more selective about which nations receive financial and
military aid. Often this government intervenes in the affairs of former allies

who were supported by our arms and military aid. The Indonesian government, wh
ich occupied East Timor for more than two decades, has benefited from U.S. mili
tary and monetary support.



























<P> According to Washington insiders, however, the White House wants to make
sure this aid is couched as a counter-narcotics, not a counter-insurgency effo
rt. That would mean admitting to a humiliating policy failure.
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<P>Chicago Tribune<BR>

September 26, 1999

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>When Intervention Is Warranted

</B></FONT><P> At times of global crisis the United Nations often seems hopel
essly paralyzed, yammering like workers at the Tower of Babel when there is a j
ob to be done--wars to be pacified, dictators to be deterred, lives to be saved

<P> Thus UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's challenge to the Security Council
last week to muster quicker, bolder UN intervention to stop deadly conflicts ma

y be understandable, but nevertheless an overly idealistic humanitarian call to
arms.

<P> However well-meant was Annan's summons, widely separate interests divide
the current five permanent members on the Security Council--often pitting the U
.S. and Britain against Russia and China, with France a swing vote. This uneasy



mix stymied UN action in Kosovo, leaving NATO to act on its own against Yugosl
avia's slaughter there, and it delayed progress in East Timor, allowing militia

s abetted by the Indonesian military to wreak havoc until the UN quit negotiati

ng and opted for a peacekeeping force.

<P> Annan is doing what is expected of a UN leader: appealing to the civilize
d world to do the right thing, to intervene early and stop bloodshed. In that,
however, he is ultimately doomed to disappointment.

<P> From Rwanda, where the UN failed to halt genocide, to East Timor, where i
t helped mobilize troops, there is a world of difference between the responses

of outside nations. There has been an enormous evolution in global thinking. Th

e notion that sovereignty does not entitle a government to slaughter its own pe
ople seems to have been established. The notion that outsiders have a duty to a

ct also seems to be taking hold.

<P> Annan has championed this trend, citing the 1948 Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as bolstering the principle that international concern for human
rights takes precedence over claims of noninterference in internal affairs.

<P> Still, reality is the UN has no army of its own and must rely on individu

al member states to decide when intervention is warranted. But it will be a lon

g time--if ever--before such responses become automatic. That, partly, is a fun
ction that more and more states are genuinely democratic. Governments must pers
uade their people why they should take risks to quell bloody disputes abroad. N
ational self-interest remains, appropriately, the most reliable guide in these
matters. Each nation must debate what is and isn't in its own interest.

<P> For the foreseeable future, there will be no independent UN force. The be

st thing is to foster regional alliances committed to keeping peace in their ow

n areas. Examples exist: the U.S. and Europe in NATO; Africa's Nigeria-led ECOM
OG; the Australia-led force in East Timor. The UN's role should be to lead and
support when it can.
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logically unavoidable would be the eventual creation of a standing UN force th
at could move quickly anywhere in the world to quell human rights outrages befo
re they erupt into humanitarian disasters. "Massive and systematic violations o

f human rights - wherever they may take place - should not be allowed to stand,

" Annan said.

<B><P>Unintended Consequences

</B><P> It was a stunning speech, greeted by some with covert admiration fo
r its courage and by others with open outrage. The vision sketched out by Annan
is based on a notion born of idealism - peace through a collective military re
sponse to the murderous oppression of ethnic minorities wherever it crops up, i
n civil wars or genocidal spasms of nationalism. Like many such utopian notions
, it's better in the abstract than it would be in its concrete manifestations.

And it's fraught with perils, not the least of which would be the iron law of u
nintended consequences.

<P>  On the face of it, it would be hard to reject: Who could possibly be

against world peace or the protection of weak groups from oppression by dictato

rial bullies? But if adopted and carried to its logical conclusion with the mea

ns necessary to make it work, this idea could usher in an era of endless small

wars prompted by humanitarian concerns. An oxymoron - humanitarian wars - would
come to dominate the next century's geopolitical landscape.

<P> Kosovo, or something very much like it, could multiply by a hundred: fi
rst, the persecution of a religious and ethnic minority by a tyrant. Then, a co
alition of military powers bombs the tyrant into submission. And that is follow
ed by a military occupation of a contested territory by an international peacek
eeping force. There is no dearth around the world of petty tyrants and ethnic g
roups yearning to break free, taking with them chunks of sovereign territory, w
hich may or may not have valuable mineral resources or historical antecedents a
ttached like toxic baracles.

<P> That's fine, you may say. What's wrong with ramming some sense and good
values down a tyrant's throat with a few smart bombs? Well, maybe. First you h
ave to pick your tyrant carefully. Then you may have to argue about whose value

s should prevail. It gets more than a little sticky when the abstract gives way

to particular cases.

<B><P>UN Intervention in China?

</B><P> Take China, whose reaction to Annan's speech was a few degrees cool
er than freezing. China is, by western standards, a gross violator of human rig

hts on a colossal scale. Many see its military occupation of Tibet as oppressiv

e of an ethnic and religious minority yearning for independence. Others worry a
bout Beijing's possible takeover by force of Taiwan, which sees itself as indep
endent but is to China nothing but a rebel province.




<P>  Would anything that China does within what it sees as its borders reall

y qualify it as a possible target of international military intervention? Don't

bet on it. It's too big, too powerful and too valuable for its economic potent

ial as a market ever to be attacked on humanitarian grounds. Whose values would
the United Nations impose? What the West calls violations of universal human r
ights Beijing calls the legitimate imposition of its sovereign right to maintai

n control and social cohesiveness.

<P> Or take the civil wars in Algeria and Sudan, where grotesquely large nu
mbers of civilians are killed in fights for political control. In Algeria, Isla

mist radicals battle a secular government. In Sudan, the Muslim government is f
ighting an insurrection in the south by black Christians and animists. Whose si

de would the UN take? Whose values would be seen by the world as the right ones
to prevail? Secular ones in Algeria and Christian or Muslim ones in Sudan?

<B><P>Pushing the Vulnerable to Arm

</B><P> And consider even one unintended consequence of a Pax UNica. India
cited the NATO intervention in Kosovo as a good reason why a nation lacking pow
erful allies should arm itself with nuclear weapons. If a small country faces a
potential ethnic rebellion, it would make sense for it to acquire a crude nucl

car device or a biological weapon as a deterrent against international military
action. And who could blame it? That script might lead to an arms race through
out the developing world.

<P> But all that pales when it comes to the central notion behind a greatly
expanded form of UN military intervention: the crosion of national sovereignty.
Nations have always been moved to military action to defend or promote vital n
ational interests. To carry out Annan's vision, countries would have to subordi
nate their national self-interest in the service of an international consensus.

And to carry out the will of a UN consensus, they would have to cede a portion
of their armed forces to the UN to form a permanent rapid-reaction unit under
central control, big enough to put out several brushfires at once anywhere in t
he world.

<P> This is enough to give justification to the paranoid fantasies entertai

ned by right-wing militias and survivalists about black UN helicopters imposing
a new world order in Montana or North Dakota. But it won't happen. And it shou
Idn't happen. At least not quite this way. Certainly not through the erosion of
national sovereignty as a guiding principle of international law.

<P> Annan raises very good points about the necessity of responding more qu
ickly and effectively to the incipient manifestations of genocide and other hum
anitarian outrages. And he is right that such occurrences are more likely than
not to multiply in the near future. And he is right that the Security Council,

as constituted today, can be too easily frozen into paralysis by a single vote.



Some changes are necessary so that a broad consensus for the introduction of U

N peacekeepers in a developing conflict can be attained more readily. Perhaps a
supermajority mechanism of approval involving both permanent and rotating coun
cil members may have to be devised. And key nations may have to set aside speci
ally trained forces that could be mobilized swiftly for ad hoc collective secur

ity actions in trouble spots.

<B><P>Power Rules; Reality Bites

</B><P> But none of this can be done by expecting nations to subordinate th
eir vital national interests to an international consensus. And a pragmatic acc
eptance of the role of nations' power in any conflict is necessary. China, Russ
ia, and certainly the United States will never be the targets of international
intervention, whether there are bloodbaths in Dagestan or Tibet or riots in Cal
ifornia over a separatist Hispanic state.

<P> Even in conjuring the most hopeful of utopias, reality ultimately bites
. And bites hard.
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