

























































































<P> The annual economic summit of the world's main industrial democracies co
uld boost the hobbled economy of northern Okinawa, but many residents fear that
Tokyo may press them to accept a U.S. Marine airfield as the price.

<P> Although Nago voters rejected in a 1997 referendum the central governmen
t's plan for a sea-based military airport, Okinawa prefectural officials recent

ly suggested that the Henoko district of Nago is a likely site for the proposed
replacement of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Futenma, which the United State
s has agreed to return.

<P> "Nobody is pleased with the summit," said Yoshiyuki Nakamura, general s
ecretary of the Nago-based anti-base group, adding that not only the Japanese g
overnment but the governor and people in Naha hardly grasp what Nago residents
think about hosting the G-8 summit.

<P> Kiyoko Miyagi, an activist in the city's Henoko district, said that whil

e only a handful of local wealthy people will reap the benefits of the summit a

nd the government's economic-development programs, the majority will suffer hig
her taxes and the intrusiveness of a proposed military base.

<P> "It's money, money, money - all about money," said Mrs. Miyagi, who runs
a noodle shop in Henoko. "Everyone used to be against the U.S. military presen
ce, but the government is trying to lure them with money."

<P> During the Vietnam War, the thousands of free-spending American military
personnel and strong U.S. dollar helped Henoko's economy boom.

<P> The streets used to be full of Americans, but now the town is "dead," sa
id Katsuo Shimabukuro, a leader of the district's business group.

<P> "Our business has been very slow," said Masako Teruya, who runs a small
restaurant in Henoko. "I'm sure our business would be much better if a base com
es. That's why | am supporting the government's plan to construct a new militar
y facility ."

<P> "We have to remember, relocating Futenma is a national policy," said Mr.
Shimabukuro. "But in exchange for our acceptance of a replacement base, we are
asking them the central and prefectural governments for reasonable regional-de
velopment programs."

<P> Yoshikazu Tamaki, an assemblyman in Okinawa, countered: "If you say the
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty is important, then other parts of Japan should share
the burden."












<P> 3. About 9,000 acres of the Northern Training Area, March 2003

<P> 4. Most of Camp Kuwae, March 2008

<I><P> Source: General Accounting Office report of March 1998 </I>
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<B><U><P>Q&A

</U><FONT SIZE=5><P>Relocating U.S. Forces Would Be Difficult

</B></FONT><P>By Takehiko Nomura

<P> Sheila A. Smith, an assistant professor of international relations at Bo
ston University, spoke with reporter Takehiko Nomura about issues related to th




e U.S. military presence on Okinawa.

<B><P> Question:</B> Do you think Washington and Tokyo have ever seriously t
hought about relocating some of the major bases to Japan's main islands?

<B><P> Answer:</B> My impression is that there was serious effort - short-li
ved, serious effort - to explore other options. But I don't think there was pol
itical will in Tokyo to sustain the effort.

<P> In other words, relocation is costly politically to the LDP Japan's rul
ing Liberal Democratic Party and to the government. [ don't think there was sus
tained effort to absorb some of the political cost required.

<B><P> Q:</B> Is relocation or reduction of the American bases difficult?

<B><P> A:</B> The relocation and the reduction of numbers of forces, the rel
ocation of bases, whether it's within Okinawa or within the mainland is a very
difficult political task. The question, therefore, is whether or not it's feasi

ble either in Okinawa or in the mainland.

<P> My personal opinion is, it's not feasible. I don't think it's a wise pol
icy in the long run.

<B><P> Q:</B> Why not?

<B><P> A:</B> Because | think the U.S.-Japan alliance needs sustained suppor
t. If the cost of maintaining U.S. forces is high, then we have to address the

cost. I'm not really convinced the idea of relocating the Marines Corps in Okin
awa has sufficient rationale for the political cost of building that base.

<P> I'm not convinced by the relocation argument - not for strategic reasons

, not for economic reasons, not even for the idea that there are some interests

in Okinawa who would like to see the base be built - for example, construction
interests and perhaps local businesses.

<P> But I think the long-term political costs - if it's trying to relocate a

nd build a new base in Okinawa - are not worth the price. If the United States
and Japan want to do something that's good for the alliance, then they should ¢
onsider seriously the impact on the Okinawan people.

<B><P> Q:</B> You were in Okinawa for the past seven months. Can you tell us
what kind of changes you've seen since Governor Inamine took office?
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<P>Los Angeles Times<BR>

September 18, 1999

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>Kosovo's Ex-Rebels In No Man's Land

</FONT><I><FONT SIZE=4><P>Yugoslavia: As demilitarization approaches, thousands
of fighters face lives without civilian jobs they once had.

</B></I></FONT><P>By Scott Martelle, Times Staff Writer

<P> PRISTINA, Yugoslavia--When war ended in his homeland three months ago,
rebel Kosovo Liberation Army fighter Ali Mustafa made a unilateral decision to
disarm.

<P> He went home.

<P> "I decided to come back to my normal life," Mustafa said this week duri
ng a break from his job at the combination sawmill and garage that he and his f
our brothers run here in the provincial capital of Kosovo. "My brothers are car
penters, and they couldn't work without me."

<P>  With the bulk of Mustafa's former KLA comrades facing formal demilitari








































































<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>U.S. Effort Has Yet To Rescue Haiti

</FONT><I><FONT SIZE=4><P>Poverty tests nation's faith in democracy

</B></I></FONT><P>By Associated Press

<P> PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - Five years ago, President Clinton sent 20,000 t
roops to Haiti, hoping to end its long, bloody nightmare. The intervention cost
$1.5 billion, and the United States has since poured another half-billion doll

ars into the economy.

<P> To what avail?

<P> No longer do thousands of Haitian boat people wash up on U.S. shores; H
aiti's brutal military regime is history; dead bodies no longer turn up on Port
-au-Prince's streets each dawn.

<P> But Haiti is still the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere; 80 pe
rcent of Haitians are jobless or underemployed; and across the board, with amaz
ing speed, people have lost faith in democracy as a cure.

<B><P>Frank assessment

</B><P> U.S. Ambassador Timothy Carney summed up the situation with bleak f
rankness.

<P> "We've gotten only modest results for all that money and effort," he sa
id in an interview. But he admitted, "Expectations were grossly out of line wit
h Haitian realities."

<P> Expectations were high on Sept. 19, 1994, when Mr. Clinton, over Republ
ican Party objections, sent the troops in. They found a country in ruins after
three years of military-backed rule and international economic sanctions.

<P> Cowed, the military leaders who had ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aris
tide in 1991 stepped aside. The former Catholic priest - Haiti's first freely e
lected leader - triumphantly returned.

<P> Haiti's army was disbanded, along with militias that had murdered thous
ands, and replaced by a 6,200-member civilian police force.


















<P>Washington Times<BR>

Sept. 19, 1999<BR>

Pg. B3

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>Playing The Guilt-And-Get Game

</B></FONT><P>By Georgie Anne Geyer

<P> It sounds at first like a reasonable deal.

<P> North Korea apparently agrees to forgo its threatening long-range missil
e testing for the time being, so long as it is involved in negotiations over we
aponry and status with the United States. Washington, in turn, agrees to lift t
he trade sanctions that have barred all trade and commerce with the self-isolat
ed "hermit kingdom" of Pyongyang for 50 years.

<P> North Korea gets the kind of constant recognition it loves (and the atte
ndant payoff in oil and food). The United States gets a promise that the missil

e testing - which started seriously in August 1998 with the aggressive firing o

f Taepodong 2 missiles that can also reach Alaska and Hawaii - will be halted w
hile everybody tries to work things out. It is an attempt, in the administratio

n's words, to improve relations "at a markedly faster rate."

<P> That, although there are mysterious bits and pieces to the still-tentat
ive agreement arrived at during talks in Berlin, is effectively what President
Clinton and his staff confirmed this week. It is also what many specialists bel
ieve to be the "best deal" for now, given the strengths and weaknesses on both
sides.

<P> A traditional hard-liner on the problems of the Korean Peninsula, the re
spected William Taylor of the Center for Strategic and International Studies ha

s returned from still another trip to Seoul and long talks with South Korea's P
resident Kim Dae-jung. He is convinced that the leader's "sunshine policy" of ¢
autious engagement of the North is the only way. Mr. Taylor has been to the Nor
th many times and has no illusions about it.

<P> "I came away from Seoul this time convinced that there is no alternative
to this 'constructive engagement,’' " he told me. "What is the alternative? Nor






us here this week about the North Korean behavioral syndrome. "This is a typica
| approach that North Korea takes," he said. "It receives the maximum and gives
the minimum. It takes the competitor through stages and involves them in a ver
y tenacious bargaining. The test ban was a bait for the U.S., but not any basic
change in behavior. In fact, provocations from the North have increased in rec
ent months."

<P> There has been much speculation and critical talk ever since the United
States started playing these games with its highly questionable agreement of 19
94 (by which the United States and Asian nations attempted to buy off Pyongyang
's aggressive nuclear program with aid) that we were trying to pre-empt the Nor
th's aggressive intentions. Now, it seems, we are trying to pre-empt the pre-em
ption.

<P> The problem is that the Clinton-style liberals (unlike traditional liber
als) don't engage tyrants very well. They either want to "save" them, like Jimm
y Carter, or they want to buy them off, as the Clinton team has tried with such
mixed success to do.

<P> Are we buying time, or are we instead only buying more trouble?

<{><P> Georgie Anne Geyer is a nationally syndicated columnist.</I>
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<P>Dallas Morning News<BR>







































ay, plunging back again and again into the unknown, despite the wrenching disap
pointments that they and the world have witnessed here in the last few years.

<P> The experiment--and it is just that, a grand and unprecedented experime
nt--is in trouble, that's clear. From the outset, it has been burdened by the |

egacy of Russian authoritarianism, by greed and avarice, by utter incompetence
in national leadership, and by the unimaginable problems of changing the mind-s
et of a whole people, breaking free of generations of passivity and paternalism

, and doing it quickly.

<P> Now comes a spate of headlines in the United States and Europe about al
legations of money laundering, alleged bribery involving high-level Kremlin off
icials and the flight of Russia's precious capital. But it is strange to hear t

he alarmist tone in the West about the Russian "kleptocracy" and "gangster stat
e," and to listen to the debate about who "lost" Russia. It is strange because
Russia's woes have been staring us in the face for nearly a decade. In fact, th

e deeper these woes become, the greater the need for the world's most successfu
| experiment in market capitalism and democracy to show the way. What really ba
ffles me is the notion that the United States should disengage from Russia beca
use things have not, in a few short years, turned out to be our idea of Main St
reet.

<P> Russia is not going to be Main Street for a long time. But the United S
tates has a huge obligation--and national interest--to see that the Russian exp
eriment advances and to find ways to repair the damage it has already suffered.
It may surprise prospering Americans, but the truth is that the Cold War is no
t yet really won. Our longed-for dividend of a less dangerous world will not be
secure if Russia goes off the tracks.

<P> Russia today is a failing state--its military is a wreck, its recent wa

ve of terrorism has created panic and uncertainty, its tax collection is a disa

ster, and it is not turning itself into a market democracy very well. Moreover,
Russia is suffering a debilitating and degenerative disease. What little capit

al it has to become a capitalist country is being spirited abroad. For a decade

, capital has been fleeing at an alarming rate. The suspicions of money launder
ing and possible huge money flows through the Bank of New York are not the firs
t, or the last, of this river of riches that has left Russia.

<P> However, the past 15 years--since the dawn of perestroika--have taught
an important lesson: Transition takes time and patience, far more than anyone t
hought when the Berlin Wall fell. The late economist Ed Hewett noted wisely tha
t sometimes a misstep is part of a larger movement forward. For example, last y
ear's devaluation of the ruble and default on Russia's domestic debt were not d
isasters. Policymakers made big mistakes, but, in retrospect, the crash itself

was more of a correction than a cataclysm.

<P> [t's just plain wrong to write off Russia as a hopeless failure. Have w















resident himself cautioned--and the consequences of intervention or inaction to
political and economic order in the broader region.

<P> "Each of these situations is different," said Berger at the same news ¢
onference. "In Kosovo you had a situation in the middle of Europe, on the doors
tep of NATO, which clearly posed not only a compelling humanitarian imperative,
but also had strong security and strategic consequences. I think the situation

in Indonesia is a serious one and one that we cannot ignore. But there's not o

ne prescription that fits. Because we bombed in Kosovo doesn't mean we should b
omb Dili [the East Timorese capital]."

<P> Bombing strategy aside, the East Timorese have a stronger claim to outr
ight independence than the Kosovo Albanians, who have always lived under Serb d
omination. A former Portuguese colony, East Timor was annexed forcibly by Indon
esia in 1976, and the annexation has never been recognized by the U.N. (Austral

ia, notably, has recognized Indonesian legitimacy.) The killing, atrocities and
displacement in East Timor lack something else that underlay all of the intern
ational decision making on Kosovo: the immediate historical antecedent of four
years of bitter war in Croatia and Bosnia. The Yugoslav government of President
Slobodan Milosevic has been a pariah in Europe for much of the 1990s, while In
donesia--the fourth-largest country in the world, and the largest Muslim one--h

as been a staunchly anticommunist U.S. ally in Southeast Asia for decades.

<P> The U.S. national interest in East Timor's independence is not huge. Bu
t the Clinton administration, like its predecessors and successors, has an inte
rest in preserving the territorial integrity of Indonesia, which could come und
er threat if similar independence movements break out elsewhere in the vast arc
hipelago. In this instance there is a regional player, Australia, whose militar

y capabilities and political will to lead the intervention force appear to matc

h its own key interests in peace and security in neighboring Indonesia.

<P>  Such tests of U.S. consistency and resolve are bound to recur. Only a f
ew days before the crisis in East Timor dissolved in panic and bloodshed, the C
linton administration was drawn into questions about its commitment to protecti
ng civilians victimized by war in Congo (formerly Zaire). An Aug. 3! interim pe
ace settlement among the various warring parties there raised the prospect of a
U.N. force to monitor theaccord.

<P>  But the United States carefully remained noncommittal. Philip Reeker, a
State Department spokesman, recently said it would be "premature to speculate"
about U.S. participation in a 25,000-member Congo force without final U.N. Sec
urity Council approval.

<P> "A good doctrine," said Haass, "ought to leave very little doubt in any
one's mind about our intentions. It shouldn't promise more than we're prepared
to deliver." The Clinton doctrine, as amended by East Timor, has qualified its
promises accordingly.



<I><P> Charles Trueheart reports from Paris for The Washington Post.</I>
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<P>Minneapolis Star Tribune<BR>

Sept. 18, 1999

<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>Try Standby Force To Get U.N. Peacekeeping Act In High Gear
</B></FONT><P>By Andrew J. Glass / Cox News Service

<P> WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Before the White House belatedly signed off on the
creation of a multinational force of up to 8,000 troops to quash the violence i

n East Timor, national security adviser Sandy Berger made the case for doing no
thing.

<P> "You know," he told reporters, "my daughter has a very messy apartment
up in college. Maybe 1 should intervene to have that cleaned up."

<P>  Whatever her flaws, Berger's daughter hardly competes with the mess cre
ated by Indonesian soldiers and militias on that forlorn island. Beyond a fearf

ul loss of life, the vandals looted some $10 million in equipment and vehicles.
U.S. taxpayers no doubt will be asked to pay up in making good the losses.















































































