

































































































































































































































































displaced inside the province to their homes before subfreezing temperatures r
eturn to the Balkans in October. But beyond complex logistics, there are other
factors. Interviews with a dozen senior diplomats and other top officials at NA
TO headquarters here suggest that the facade of public optimism among the allie
s is tempered by private fears.

<P> With each passing day, they say, concern grows that eroding public supp
ort for the air campaign, their ability to hold the alliance together, and the
dispersal of Kosovar Albanian refugees are all working against them.

<P> Even deploying the more modest peacekeeping force wanted by the Clinton
Administration may not be easy. That force is expected to number about 48,000
troops, 14,000 of which are already deployed in Macedonia.

<P> The alliance's political body, the North Atlantic Council, is to meet a
s early as Tuesday to consider the plan. But there are plenty of thorny issues
to settle before the troops can be sent.

<P> The peacekeeping contingent will have to include thousands of combat en
gineers, military police officers and civil affairs troops who could help rebui

Id the shattered province of Kosovo and maintain order there in the event of a
negotiated settlement.

<P> Allied ambassadors have to identify which nations would contribute thos
e troops and equipment. Since combat engineers and military police are generall
y in the military reserves, NATO nations would have to make the politically dif
ficult decision about whether to mobilize them.

<P>  And there are other political considerations. While NATO has said that
its troops must form the "core" of any security force sent into Kosovo, the all

ies have yet to spell out exactly what that means. Also expected to send troops
are non-NATO nations, including Russia, which has insisted that any force in K
osovo be under United Nations command.

<P> Further, some NATO nations may be nervous about speeding up the prepara
tions for deployment of ground troops -- even peacekeeping ones -- at a time wh
en diplomats are trying to explore ways to resolve the onflict.

<P> Finally, NATO nations would have to make a separate decision to actuall
y send the force. Not all of the peacekeeping troops are likely to be sent righ

t away. Milosevic will be closely monitoring the alliance's moves to see if NAT
O has the determination to end the war on its terms.

<P> It was Gen. Wesley K. Clark, NATO's military commander, who pressed the
allies to deploy the nearly 50,000-soldier peacekeeping force to the borders o

f Kosovo as quickly as possible. He wanted them to be ready in case of a peace
settlement, but also to place added pressure on Milosevic.

<P> In Washington this week, General Clark gave Defense Secretary William S
. Cohen and Gen. Henry H. Shelton, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the s
ame warning he has already delivered to NATO ambassadors: Time is running to pl
an a ground campaign.

<P> Inapproving the proposal for the added peacekeeping troops, the Clinto






































































































































































eli society, and it's time for you Arabs to bring it into the center of your so
cieties as well. Stop threatening us with what happens if there is no peace and
start doing what's necessary (like visiting Israel) to nurture it."

<P>  For Mr. Barak's own Labor Party, the price of a successful coalition is
also twofold. It too is going to have to clearly decide just how much land to
hold for Israeli security in the West Bank and Golan. At the same time, Mr. Bar
ak's party will have to start thinking more seriously about taking Judaism more
seriously. The old Ben-Gurionite division of labor, where the ultra-Orthodox g
et to decide what it means to be Jewish in Israel, while the secularites get to

run everything else, has collapsed. Mr. Barak doesn't want to go from Bibi's e
xtreme -- which was kowtowing to the ultra-Orthodox -- to the other extreme of
treating them with contempt.

<P> Ifthere is one thing we have learned from the past few years it is tha

t without a measure of peace at home, based on some real shared principles, it
is impossible for any Israeli cabinet to hang together for the even tougher dec
isions needed for peace abroad.
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<B><FONT SIZE=5><P>Boris Blocks Progress

</B></FONT><P>By Stephen Jennings, co-founder and CEO of Renaissance Capital, a
n investment bank founded in Moscow in 1995.

<P>Last week, Russian President Boris Yeltsin threw away six months of relative
stability and fired his prime minister, Yevgeni Primakov. On Saturday, the Dum
a, the lower house of parliament, narrowly failed to approve impeachment charge
s against the ailing president, partly thanks to a last minute about-face by cl
ownish far-right leader Vladimir Zhirinovski. Yesterday, the Duma overwhelming|
y approved the fourth prime minister in 14 months. What does this frenetic seri

es of events mean to the nation's fragile financial markets? Not much, since re









<P> The visit of Iranian President Mohammad Khatami to Saudi Arabia this week
is a clear sign that relations between the two Persian Gulf giants have begun t

o thaw after nearly two decades of often bloody hostility. It is also the first
appreciable sign that Mr. Khatami, a reformist cleric, has begun to take contr

ol of Iran's foreign policy from hard-liners loyal to Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei. But nobody should expect Iranian behavior to improve in the area that
's most important to U.S. foreign policy in the region, relations with Israel.

And even in Iran-Gulf relations, obstacles remain.

<P> President Khatami has made it clear he intends to end Iranian attempts to
subvert the regimes of his Arab gulf allies, efforts that began almost immediat
ely after Islamic revolutionaries seized control of the government in Tehran in
February 1979. But he has made it equally clear that under his stewardship, Ir
an will continue to support anti-Israeli guerrillas in Lebanon and to oppose th
e Middle East peace process. It is these efforts that head the list of Iranian
actions to which the U.S. objects.

<P> Just before arriving in Saudi Arabia last Saturday, Mr. Khatami was in Syr
ia, where he met with the leader of the Lebanese Hezbollah, Sheikh Hassan Nasra
llah. After the meeting, Mr. Khatami told reporters that in his view Hezbollah
was an "ideological and humanitarian movement" that was trying to liberate Leba
nese territory from Israeli occupation, and was thus worthy of Iran's support.
Two days after these kind words, Hezbollah guerrillas fired katyusha rockets in
to northern Israel to "celebrate" Israel's elections.

<P> Also while in Syria, Mr. Khatami pledged Iran's support to Hamas and Pales
tinian Islamic Jihad, two groups which reject the Israeli peace process and hav

e carried out numerous bloody terrorist attacks on Israeli soil. The Iranian pa
rliament reauthorized President Khatami's $100 million annual budget to support
radical groups opposed to the peace process earlier this year.

<P> But the Islamic Republic's opposition to the Israeli peace process is of |
ess concern to Saudi Arabia than Tehran's long-standing support for Islamic rad
icals secking to overthrow the desert monarchy and to destabilize neighbors suc
h as Bahrain. And on this front, Saudi diplomats say, there has been a marked i
mprovement in Iran's behavior in the nearly two years since President Khatami t
ook office.

<P> While the Saudis remain cautious, fully aware of the power struggle curren
tly underway in Tehran, a senior Saudi diplomat told me Riyadh for the first ti
me has "real hope" that Mr. Khatami will succeed in consolidating power and thu
s bring about better relations between the Gulf states and the Islamic Republic

<P> Among the positive trends identified by the diplomat: an apparent cessatio
n of Iranian government assassination teams operating overseas (with the except
ion of hits against the Mujahedin-e Khalq, a radical opposition group operating
from bases inside Iraq); a major drop in Iran's support for violent opposition
groups in the Gulf, in particular in Bahrain, where the diplomat noted "no bom
bs have gone off" since Mr. Khatami took office; a drop in the recruitment and
training of Gulf state nationals by the Iranian intelligence services, and a co
ncomitant drop in the number of clandestine visits by Iranian intelligence oper
atives to Arab Gulf countries; a decrease in the number of Iranian challenges

to maritime traffic in the Gulf; a "distinct" decrease of anti-Saudi rhetoric f









they did it splendidly. It wasn't broke, but we fixed it. We should put it bac
k right."

<P> Not so fast there, Gordo. The decision to sexually desegregate military
jobs was not done simply to please the lofty ideals of feminists. It has a prac
tical side too.

<P> After all, if the role of military women in World War Il was to free am
an to fight, the role of military women these days frees many a man to avoid fi
ghting.

<P> Here's how it works: Equalized opportunities in the military for women h
ave spurred dramatic increases in female enlistment. Conveniently, this has occ
urred at a time when military jobs increasingly call for high-tech skills that
require more brain than brawn.

<P> That has saved Congress from having to reinstitute a draft, a possibilit
y for which few Americans have much stomach these days.

<P> If the Pentagon suddenly decided to roll back those opportunities, many
women would head for the exits as quickly as possible and fewer female recruits
would take their places. Too many opportunities await women in the civilian wo
rid for very many to subject themselves to a system that declares them at the o
utset to be second-class workers.

<P> Even at current levels of opportunity for women, the robust civilian eco
nomy has reduced male and female recruits to hazardously low levels. Capitol Hi
11, reflecting the obvious will of the people, seems eager to do anything other
than institute a draft.

<P> Some, like Sen. John Warner (R-Va.), have proposed shortening some enlis
tments to 18 months instead of the two- or four-year requirement for most milit
ary jobs. In a letter to armed forces chiefs, Warner cited a proposal by Charle

s Moskos, a Northwestern University sociologist, who is calling for a 15-month
enlistment term.

<P> Although critics question whether that would allow enough time for the m
ilitary to get enough use out of its recruits, the debate illustrates how despe

rate the enlistment situation is these days, just as the United States is consi
dering sending ground troops into Kosovo.

<P> Although Liddy has said in the past that he opposed allowing women to en
roll at VM, he declined to say anything on that topic in his speech other than
"the issue of women at VMI is closed."

<P> Soitis, and not just at VMI. A quiet revolution has taken place in rec
ent weeks as women graduated for the first time from two of this nation's most
venerable military academies.

<P> A week earlier, another state-funded military school, The Citadel, in Ch
arleston, S.C., graduated its first female cadet, Nancy Mace, 21, three years a
fter losing its court fight to remain all-male. She leaves behind 41 other wome
n who are still enrolled at the college and about 50 new ones expected in the
all freshman class.



























