


















































































































































































































































































































































' We don't want to do that," Crew said, adding that

the school system has two y

ears to help those failing students catch up.

ddCrew said his biggest hurdle is getting the state Legislature to extend the |
80-day school year so he can compel kids to attend

summer school for remedial h

elp.

dd"At this point, the power of influence is what I'll be using," he said.

ddThe chancellor declined to discuss cost, but said his plan's success depends

on financial help from Albany, City Hall and "every

other public and private av

enue."

ddState Education Commissioner Richard Mills, while praising Crew's "message th
at student performance is important,” said he sees

no need for more state fundi

ng. The 1998-1999 budget, awaiting Gov. Pataki's signature, bolsters state aid

by a record $950 million.

ddSome parents cheered Crew's plan.

dd"When kids don't learn, it's just swept under the rug. The kids just keep bei

ng promoted even if they can't read - and they're the

ones who lose out," said

Elizabeth Schnee, a Queens mother of two, including a third-grader.

ddOthers worried that struggling kids will be punished unfairly.

dd"There are kids who are really trying, and to l¢ave them back would devastate
them," said Debra Shaw, the mother of a

third-grader in the South Bronx. "Why

don't they just better the schools?"

ddFormer Chancellor Joseph Fernandez eliminated achievement "gates" in 1990, sa
ying they spurred students to drop out.

ddBut Herman Badillo, a CUNY vice president and the mayor's education adviser,
said social promotion does the same thing.

dd"By the time they get to high school, they're so far behind they drop out," s

aid Badillo, who called Crew's plan "progress in the

right direction."

ddRay Damonico, executive director of the watchdog Public Education Association
, said the plan will work only if teachers and

principals are good.

dd"If schools are bad, the kids are going to be hurt whether you promote them o

r not," Damonico said.n
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ddParents yesterday backed Schools Chancellor Rudy Crew's plan to end the near-
automatic promotion of students from one gradeto another " even if their own ki
ds get held back.

ddWith tens of thousands of kids reading below grade level, parents called Crew

's strict pass-or-stay-back proposal for fourth and















































































































