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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

Memorandum for Karl Racine, Counsel's Office 

Date; February 1, 2000

Copy to: Terry Good, Director Records Management
Lee Johnson, Deputy Director Records Management 
Wandra Simpson, Supervisor Search and File Unit

.From: Tom Taggart Jr,, Records Management

Subject: National Monument /1906 Antiquities Act Search

Per Beth Nolan’s January 19*^ Memorandum, I have searched the files in the custody of the White 
House Office of Records Management. The particular subject areas that were examined carefully are as 
follows:

National Monuments and all Designations
The Antiquities Act of 1906
The Archeological Resource Protection Act of 1979
The Pinnacles
The Arctic Refuge and ANWR 
Kaiparowits
Grand Staircase - (Escalante)
Parashant 
Agua Fria

Copies of ail files concerning this material are attached to this memo. The results of this search 
reflect items that are mentioned in each of the five - point request for documents from Beth Nolan. It is my 
understanding that Daniela Nanau has located the Bates numbered files previously submitted for the 
Grand Staircase issue from 1997. Please let me know if ORM needs to do further searching on this 
matter. Thank you.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

January 18, 2000

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

All EOF Staff 

Beth Nolan
Counsel to the President

REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS

We have received a request for documents regarding the President’s use of his authority 
to designate national monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906. Accordingly, please 
conduct a thorough and complete search of all your records - whether in hard copy, 
computer form, or any other form - for any of the following material for the period
January 20,1993 to January 5, 2000:

(1) records that relate in any way to any and all national monument designations, 
plans or proposals at any stage of the process under the Antiquities Act of 

1906;

(2) records that relate in any way to discussions, deliberations, or meetings 
regarding decisions on whether to designate any lands as National Monuments 
under the Antiquities Act of 1906;

(3) any letters from the President to Secretary Babbitt, and any other records that 
relate to such letters, including drafts, regarding designation of any lands as 
National Monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906;

(4) lists of any and all participants in any meetings or decision-making processes 
about such designations; and

(5) lists of any persons outside of government who have been notified in any 
manner about the decision or the deliberations about such designations, along 
with copies of such notifications.

You do not need to provide publicly available materials such as newspaper articles 
or news summaries.

Every employee is responsible for searching his or her own files and records to ensure a 
comprehensive search. Each office head or Assistant to the President must certify that 
his or her staff has done a complete and thorough search. If you believe that files from
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your office that have been sent to the Office of Records Management may contain 
responsive information, please advise us so that we may ensure that all responsive 
documents have been located.

All materials must be provided to Karl Racine (OEOB 479) by noon on Tuesday, 
February 1, 2000. If you have any questions or concerns, Karl can be reached at 
456-6285.

TAGGART, HUGH T.
white house office

RECORDS management
4

OEOB

Page 2 of 2



L)c-Cy^-c ^-.K^-.^^'t^'l^'zL.i^C^e'i iizyf ‘

/3217/

7/SS

rsi^uo ,?^9CC

/ r? 7 77 /^9/9H

/ 99/93^

7 /S92/C

/9^9l09

/7 7^ 7 7 i93i9i>

7S^ / 39 oil
2-:ii^i II CM m 7 ^7

.3/^574-

/9^'(3?h //yzy/ss

I7?33Lsi, 3oM7 3

/T('5'?3 7 9X9^0 K^C>

17>?9(^S

/9xici 3/39:0 OM 9?<3

/3m/ IX3A3X3 0A 9/73

^ 7X/33 0/^ H9i l9

JV77.aY

^’V7 >7.s 

0/7 7di55

■mu3,

3^^'S 3c <:h />’4as''

^7:^75^y

;^‘/S^/7v^5



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT TA QP-3_ 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
WASHINGTON, DC. 20S03

September 17, 1996

THE DIRECTOR u > 35
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM;

SUBJECT:

Franklin D. 
Director

Raine

Proposed Proclamationr''mtitled "Establishment of 
the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument"

.qnMMARY: This memorandum forwards for your consideration a 
proposed proclamation that was prepared by the Department of the 
Interior.. The proposed proclamation would declare certain lands 
of historic and scientific interest in south-central Utah to be a 
national monument.

•RACKHROmSTD: ' Section 2 of the Antiquities Act _ authorizes
the President to establish as national monuments objects of 
historic or scientific interest that are situated on lands owned 
or controlled by the United States. It further authorizes the 
President to reserve, as part of the monument, land that is the 
smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of 
the objects to be protected.

The proposed proclamation would establish certain lands of
historic and scientific interest in south-central Utah as the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument ("Monument"). 
According to the Department of the Interior, the lands to be 
declared as the Monument contain remnants of human history from 
the Anasazi and Freemont cultures through the Paiute and Navajo 
tribal groups to the Mormon pioneers. The Department further 
advises that the Monument's scientific assets include world class 
geologic and paleontological sites as well as rich and diverse 
plant and wildlife. The federal land and interests in land in the 
Monument consist of approximately 1.7 million acres, which the 
Department of the Interior asserts is the smallest area 
compatible with proper care and management of the objects to be
protected.

The Department of the Interior would manage the Monument 
through the Bureau of Land Management.

None of the affected agencies objects to the proposed 
proclamation.

RECOMMENDATION: Based on the recommendations of Kathleen 
McGinty (Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality) and Bruce 
Babbitt (Secretary of the Interior), I recommend that you sign 
the proposed proclamation.

''A QacLm-
' AC. J i

tan mn



U. S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legal Counsel

Office of the
Assistant Attorney General

Washington, D.C. 20530

Septeinber 17, 1996

The President,

The White House.

My dear Mr. President:
I am herewith transmitting a proposed Presidential 

Proclamation entitled "Establishment of the Grand Staircase- 

Escalante National Monument." This proposed Presidential 

Proclamation has been submitted by the Department of the 

Interior, which has forwarded it to this Department for review of 

its form and legality.
The proposed Presidential. Proclamation is.approved with 

respect to form and legality.
Respectfully,

Christopja^ H. Schroeder 
Acting Assistant Attorney General



U. S. Department of Justice

Office of Legal Counsel

Office of the
Assistant Attorney General

Washington, D.C. 20530

September 17, 1996

MEMORANDUM

Re: Proposed Presidential Proclamation
Entitled "Establishment of the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument"

The attached proposed Presidential Proclamation has been 
submitted by the Department of the Interior, which has_forwarded 
it to this Department for review of its form and legality.

The proposed Proclamation, would create a national monument 
in Southern Utah. Under section two of the Antiquities Act, 16 
U.S.C. § 431, the President is, authorized, in his discretion, to 
"declare by public proclamation . . . objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon the lands owned or 
controlled by the Government of the United States to be national 
monuments" and to "reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the 
limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest 
area compatible with the proper care and management of the 
objects to be protected." Pursuant to this authority, the 
President is designating and reserving as the "Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument" 1.7 million acres of federal land 
containing myriad objects of historic and scientif.ic interest.
The boundaries of the Monxament, which will be managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management, are set forth in the document attached 
to the Proclamation.

The proposed Proclamation, is approved with respect to its 
form and legality.

Christopifer H. Schroeder Acting Assi^ant Attorney General



V-
- ;.f; 1.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503

September 17, 1996

3ENERAL COUNSEL

Honorable Janet Reno
United States Attorney General
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Madam Attorney General;
Enclosed in accordance with the provisions of Executive 

Order No. 11030, as amended, is a proposed proclamation entitled 
"Establishment of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument." The proposed proclamation, which was prepared by the 
Department of the Interior, would declare certain of
historic and scientific interest in south-central Utah to be a
national monument-

Section 2 of the Antiquities Act authorizes the President to 
establish as national monuments objects of
interest that are situated on lands owned or controlled by the 
Uni?Srkates. It further authorizes the President to reserve, 
as part of the monument, land that is the smallest a 
compatible with the proper care and management of the objects
be protected.

The proposed proclamation would establish certain lands of 
historic and^scientific interest in south-central Utah as the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument { Monument ). 
Accordina to the Department of the Interior, the lands to be 
declared^as the Monument contain remnants of human history from 
the Slsazi and Freemont cultures through the Paiute and Navajo 
tribal groups to'the Mormon pioneers. The Department further 
advises^that the Monument's scientific assets include world clas 
geSoric and paleontological sites as well , as rich and diverse 
plant^and wildlife. The federal land and interests in land in 
?he Monument consist of approximately 1.7
the Department of the Interior asserts is the ,
compatible with proper care and management of the objects to
protected.



The Department of the Interior would manage the Monument 
through the Bureau of Land Management.

Your staff may direct any question concerning this proposed 
proclamation to Mr. Mac Reed of this office (395-3563) .

This proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

Robert G. Damns 
General Counsel



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GRAND STAIRCASE-ESCALANTE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION

The Grand Stalrcase-Escalante National Monument's vast and 

austere landscape embraces a spectacular array of scientific
I

and historic resources. This high, rugged, and remote region, 

where bold plateaus and multi-hued cliffs run for distances that 

defy human perspective, was the last place in the continental 

United States to be mapped. Even today, this unspoiled natural 

area remains a frontier, a quality that greatly enhances the 

monument's value for scientific study. The monument has a long 

and dignified human history: it is a place where one can see

how nature shapes human endeavors in the American West, where 

distance and aridity have been pitted against our dreams and 

courage. The monument presents exemplary opportunities for 

geologists, paleontologists, archeologists, historians, and 

biologists.

The monument is a geologic treasure of clearly exposed 

stratigraphy and structures. The sedimentary rock layers are 

relatively undeformed and unobscured by vegetation, offering 

a clear view to understanding the processes of the earth's 

formation. A wide variety of formations, some in brilliant 

colors, have been exposed by millennia of erosion. The monument 

contains significant portions of a vast geologic stairway, 

named the Grand Staircase by pioneering geologist Clarence 

Dutton, which rises 5,500 feet to the rim of Bryce Canyon in 

an unbroken sequence of great cliffs and plateaus. The, monument 

includes the rugged canyon country of the upper Paria Canyon 

system, major components of the White and Vermilion Cliffs and 

associated benches, and the Kaiparowits Plateau. That Plateau 

encompasses about 1,600 square miles of sedimentary rock and 

consists of successive south-to-north ascending plateaus or 

benches, deeply cut by steep-walled canyons. Naturally burning

iQ i



coal seams have scorched the tops of the Burning Hills brick- 

red. Another prominent geological feature of the plateau is 

the East Kaibab Monocline, known as the Cockscomb. The monument 

also includes the spectacular Circle Cliffs and part of the 

Waterpocket Fold, the inclusion of which completes the 

protection of this geologic feature begun with the establishment 

of Capitol Reef National Monument in 1938 {Proclamation No.

2246, 50 stat. 1856). The monument holds many arches and 

natural bridges, including the 130-foot-high Escalante Natural 

Bridge, with a 100 foot span, and Grosvenor Arch, a rare "double 

arch." The upper Escalante Canyons, in the northeastern reaches 

of the monument, are distinctive: in addition to several major

arches and natural bridges, vivid geological features are laid 

bare in narrow, serpentine canyons, where erosion has exposed 

sandstone and shale deposits in shades of red, maroon, 

chocolate, tan, gray, and white. Such diverse objects make 

the monument outstanding for purposes of geologic study.

The monument includes world class paleontological sites.

The Circle Cliffs reveal remarkable specimens of petrified wood, 

such as large unbroken logs exceeding 30 feet in length. The 

thickness, continuity and broad temporal distribution of the 

Kaiparowits Plateau's stratigraphy provide significant oppor­

tunities to study the paleontology of the late Cretaceous Era. 

Extremely significant fossils, including marine and brackish 

water mollusks, turtles, orocodilians, lizards, dinosaurs, 

fishes, and mammals, have been recovered from the Dakota,

Tropic Shale and Wahweap Formations, and the Tibbet Canyon,

Smoky Hollow and John Henry members of the Straight Cliffs 

Formation. Within the monument, these formations have produced 

the only evidence in our hemisphere of terrestrial vertebrate 

fauna, including mammals, of the Cenomanian-Santonian ages.

This sequence of rocks, including the overlaying Wahweap and 

Kaiparowits formations, contains one of the best and most



continuous records of Late Cretaceous terrestrial life in 

the world.

Archeological inventories carried out to date show 

extensive use of places within the monument by ancient Native 

American cultures. The area was a contact point for the Anasazi 

and Fremont cultures, and the evidence of this mingling provides 
a sigiiificant opportunity for archeological study. The cultural 

resources discovered so far in the monument are outstanding in 

their variety of cultural affiliation, type and distribution. 

Hundreds of recorded sites include rock art panels, occupation 

sites, campsites and granaries. Many more undocumented sites 

that exist within the monument are of significant scientific 

and historic value worthy of preservation for future study.

The monument is rich in human history,, in addition 

to occupations by the Anasazi and Fremont cultures, the area 

has been used by modern tribal groups, including the Southern 

Paiute and Navajo. John Wesley Powell's expedition did initial 

mapping and scientific field work in the area in 1872. Early 

Mormon pioneers left many historic objects, including trails, 

inscriptions, ghost towns such as the Old Paria townsite, 

rock houses, and cowboy line camps, and built and traversed 

the renowned Hole-ln-the-Rock Trail as part of their epic 

colonization efforts. Sixty miles of the Trail lie within 

the monument, as does Dance Hall Rock, used by intrepid 

Mormon pioneers and now a National Historic Site.

Spanning five life zones from low-lying desert to 

coniferous forest, with scarce and scattered water sources, 

the monument is an outstanding biological resource. Rejnoteness, 

limited travel corridors and low visitation have all helped to 

preserve intact the monument's important ecological values. The 

blending of warm and cold desert florae, along with the high 

number of endemic species, place thiL area in the heart of 

perhaps the richest floristic region in the Intermountain West.



It contains an abundance of unique, isolated communities such as 

hanging gardens, tinajas, and rock crevice, canyon bottom, and 

dunal pocket communities, which have provided refugia for many 

ancient plant species for millennia. Geologic uplift with 

minimal deformation and subsequent downcutting by streams have 

exposed large expanses of a variety of geologic strata, each 

with unique physical and chemical characteristics. These strata 

are the parent material for a spectacular array of unusual and 

diverse soils that support many different vegetative communities 

and numerous types of endemic plants and their pollinators.

This presents an extraordinary opportunity to study plant 

speciation and community dynamics independent of climatic 

variables. The monument contains an extraordinary number of 

areas of relict vegetation, many of which have existed since 

the Pleistocene, where natural processes continue unaltered by 

man. These include relict grasslands, of which No Mans Mesa is 

an outstanding example, and pinon-juniper communities containing 

trees up to 1,400 years old. As witnesses to the past, these 

relict areas establish a baseline against which to measure 

changes in community dynamics and biogeochemical cycles in 

areas impacted by human activity. Most of the ecological 

communities contained in the monument have low resistance 

to, and slow recovery from, disturbance. Fragile cryptobiotic 

crusts, themselves of significant biological interest, play a 

critical role throughout the monument, stabilizing the highly 

erodible desert soils and providing nutrients to plants.

An abundance of packrat middens provides insight into the 

vegetation and climate of the past 25,000 years and furnishes 

context for studies of evolution and climate change. The 

wildlife of the monument is characterized by a diversity 

of species. The monument varies greatly in elevation and 

topography and is in a climatic zone where northern and southern 

habitat species intermingle. Mountain lion, bear, and desert



bighorn sheep roam the monument. Over 200 species of birds, 

including bald eagles and peregrine falcons, are found within 

the area. Wildlife, including neotropical birds, concentrate 

around the Paria and Escalante Rivers and other riparian 

corridors within the monument.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225,

16 U.S.c. 431) authorizes the President, in his discretion, 

to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic 

and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or 

scientific interest that are situated upon the lands owned or 

controlled by the Government of the United States to be national 

monuments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the 

limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest 

area compatible with the proper care and management of the 

objects to be protected.

NOW. THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the 

United States of America, by the authority vested in me by 

section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 

431), do proclaim that there are hereby set apart and reserved 

as the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, for the 

purpose of protecting the objects identified above, all lands 

and interests in lands owned or controlled by the United States 

within the boundaries of the area described on the document 

entitled "Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument", attached 

to and forming a part of this proclamation. The Federal land 

and Interests in land reserved consist of approximately 1.7 

million acres, which is the smallest area compatible with the 

proper care and management of the objects to be protected.
All Federal lands and interests in lands within the 

boundaries of this monument are hereby appropriated and 

withdrawn from entry, location, selection, sale, leasing, 

or other disposition under the public land laws, other than 

by exchange that furthers the protective purposes of the



monument. Lands and interests in lands not owned by the 

united States shall be reserved a. a part of the monument 

upon eoqulsition of title thereto by the United states.

The establishment of this monument is subject to vaiid 

existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to diminish 

the responsibility and authority of the State of Utah for 

managment of fish and wildlife, including regulation of hunting 

and fishing, on Federal lands within the monument.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to affect 

existing permits or leases for, or levels of, livestock grazing 

on Federal lands within the monument; existing grazing uses 

Shall continue to be governed by applicable laws and regulations 

other than this proclamation.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke 

any existing withdrawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, 

the national monument shall be the dominant reservation.

The secretary of the Interior shall manage the monument 
through the Bureau of Land Management, pursuant to applicable 

legal authorities, to implement the purposes of this 

proclamation. The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare, 

within 3 years of this date, a management plan for this 

monument, and shall promulgate such regulations for its 

management as he deems appropriate. This proclamation does 

not reserve water as a matter of Federal law. l direct the 

secretary to address in the management plan the extent to which 

water is necessary for the proper care and management of the 

objects of this monument and the- extent to which further action

may be necessary pursuant to Federal or State law'to assure the 

availability of water.



Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persona not 
to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any feature of this 

monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands 

thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

eighteenth of September^ in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first.



■Bi

pin
1 Z O ,N . A .

iisi
IliM

mmmmdmwm,\Mk9rniBm^nm,M iwft
M M HT-W 1=1.





THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 18, 1996

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GRAND STAIRCASE-ESCALANTE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAt

A PROCLAMATION

The Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument's vast and 
austere landscape embraces a spectacular array of scientific 
and historic resources. This high, rugged, and remote region, 
where bold plateaus and multi-hued cliffs run for distances that 
defy human perspective, was the last place in the continental 
United States to be mapped. Even today, this unspoiled natural 
area remains a frontier, a quality that greatly enhances the 
monument's value for scientific study. The monument has a long 
and dignified human history: it is a place where one can see
how nature shapes human endeavors in the American West, where 
distance and aridity have been pitted against our dreams and 
courage. The monument presents exemplary opportunities for 
geologists, paleontologists, archeologists, historians, and 
biologists.

The monument is a geologic treasure of clearly exposed 
stratigraphy and structures. The sedimentary rock layers are 
relatively undeformed and unobscured by vegetation, offering 
a clear view to understanding the processes of the earth's 
formation. A wide variety of formations, some in brilliant 
colors, have been exposed by millennia of erosion. The monument 
contains significant portions of a vast geologic stairway, 
named the Grand Staircase by pioneering geologist Clarence 
Dutton, which rises 5,500 feet to the rim of Bryce Canyon in 
an unbroken sequence of great cliffs and plateaus. The monument 
includes the rugged canyon country of the upper Paria Canyon 
system, major components of the White and Vermilion Cliffs and 
associated benches, and the Kaiparowits Plateau. That Plateau 
encompasses about 1,600 square miles of sedimentary rock and 
consists of successive south-to-north ascending plateaus or 
benches, deeply cut by steep-walled canyons. Naturally burning 
coal seams have scorched the tops of the Burning Hills brick- 
red. Another prominent geological feature of the plateau is 
the East Kaibab Monocline, known as the Cockscomb. The monument 
also includes the spectacular Circle Cliffs and part of the 
Waterpocket Fold, the inclusion of which completes the 
protection of this geologic feature begun with the establishment 
of Capitol Reef National Monument in 1938 (Proclamation No.
2246, 50 Stat. 1856). The monument holds many arches and 
natural bridges, including the 130-foot-high Escalante Natural 
Bridge, with a 100 foot span, and Grosvenor Arch, a rare "double 
arch." The upper Escalante Canyons, in the northeastern reaches 
of the monument, are distinctive: in addition to several major
arches and natural bridges, vivid geological features are laid 
bare in narrow, serpentine canyons, where erosion has exposed 
sandstone and shale deposits in shades of red, maroon, 
chocolate, tan, gray, and white. Such diverse objects make 
the monument outstanding for purposes of geologic study.

more
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The monument includes world class paleontological sites.
The Circle Cliffs reveal remarkable specimens of petrified wood, 
such as large unbroken logs exceeding 30 feet in length. The 
thickness, continuity and broad temporal distribution of the 
Kaiparowits Plateau's stratigraphy provide significant oppor­
tunities to study the paleontology of the late Cretaceous Era. 
Extremely significant fossils, including marine and brackish 
water mollusks, turtles, crocodilians, lizards, dinosaurs, 
fishes, and mammals, have been recovered from the Dakota,
Tropic Shale and Wahweap Formations, and the Tibbet Canyon,
Smoky Hollow and John Henry members of the Straight Cliffs 
Formation. Within the monument, these formations have produced 
the only evidence in our hemisphere of terrestrial vertebrate 
fauna,' including mammals, of the Cenomanian-Santonian ages.
This sequence of rocks, including the overlaying Wahweap and 
Kaiparowits formations, contains one of the best and most 
continuous records of Late Cretaceous terrestrial life in 
the world.

Archeological inventories carried out to date show 
extensive use of places within the monument by ancient Native 
American cultures. The area was a contact point for the Anasazi 
and Fremont cultures, and the evidence of this mingling provides 
a significant opportunity for archeological study. The cultural 
resources discovered so far in the monument are outstanding in 
their variety of cultural affiliation, type and distribution. 
Hundreds of recorded sites include rock art panels, occupation 
sites, campsites and granaries. Many more undocumented sites 
that exist within the monument are of significant scientific 
and historic value worthy of preservation for future study.

The monument is rich in human history. In addition 
to occupations by the Anasazi and Fremont cultures, the area 
has been used by modem tribal groups, including the Southern 
Paiute and Navajo. John Wesley Powell's expedition did initial 
mapping and scientific field work in the area in 1872. Early 
Mormon pioneers left many historic objects, including trails, 
inscriptions, ghost towns such as the Old Paria townsite, 
rock houses, and cowboy line camps, and built and traversed 
the renowned Hole-in-the-Rock Trail as part of their epic 
colonization efforts. Sixty miles of the Trail lie within 
the monument, as does Dance Hall Rock, used by intrepid 
Mormon pioneers and now a National Historic Site.

Spanning five life zones from low-lying desert to 
coniferous forest, with scarce and scattered water sources, 
the monument is an outstanding biological resource. Remoteness, 
limited travel corridors and low visitation have all helped to 
preserve intact the monument's important ecological values. The 
blending of warm and cold desert floras, along with the high 
number of endemic species, place this area in the heart of 
perhaps the richest floristic region in the Intermountain West. 
It contains an abundance of unique, isolated communities such as 
hanging gardens, tinajas, and rock crevice, canyon bottom, and 
dunal pocket communities, which have provided refugia for many 
ancient plant species for millennia. Geologic uplift with 
minimal deformation and subsequent downcutting by streams have 
e^osed large expanses of a variety of geologic strata, each 
with unique physical and chemical characteristics. These strata 
are the parent material for a spectacular array of unusual and 
diverse soils that support many different vegetative communities 
and numerous types of endemic plants and their pollinators.
This presents an extraordinary opportunity to study plant 
speciation and community dynamics independent of climatic 
variables. The monument contains an extraordinary number of 
areas of relict vegetation, many of which have existed since 
the Pleistocene, where natural processes continue unaltered by

more
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Nothing in thle proclamation shall be deemed to affect 
existing permits or leases for, or levels of, livestock grazing 
on Federal lands within the monument; existing grazing uses 
shall continue to be governed by applicable laws and regulations 
other than this proclamation.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke 
any existing withdrawal, reservation, or appropriation; however, 
the national monument shall be the dominant reservation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the monument 
through the Bureau of Land Management, pursuant to applicable 
legal authorities, to implement the purposes of this 
proclamation. The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare, 
within 3 years of this date, a management plan for this 
monument, and shall promulgate such regulations for its 
management as he deems appropriate. This proclamation does 
not reserve water as a matter of Federal law. I direct the 
Secretary to address in the management plan the extent to which 
water is necessary for the proper care and management of the 
objects of this monument and the extent to which further action 
may be necessary pursuant to Federal or State law to assure the 
availability of water.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not 
to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any feature of this 
monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands 
thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

# # #
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

STATEMENT ON GRAND STAIRCASE - 

ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT 

THE GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK 

SEPTEMBER 18,1996
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Acknowledgments: V.P.; Norma Matheson [wife of 

former Gov. of Utal^^Gov. Romer; Chairwoman 

McGinty; Robert Redford; Geoff Barnard [Head of 

Grand Canyon Trust]; Adam Werbach [WEAR- 

BACK/President of Sierra Club].

Today, we keep faith with the future. “A-few 

'fnoments^ag©, Psigned-a proclamation to establish the 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.

When you look at the Grand Canyon, it seems 

impossible to imagine it changing. Who could dream of 

altering it? Yet there have been times in the not-so- 

distant past when its preservation was in question.



There have been those who have wanted to build on the 

Grand Canyon, blast it, dam it. Fortunately, these plans 

were stopped cold by far-sighted Americans who saw the 

Grand Canyon for what it was: A national treasure ~ a 

gift from God — to be preserved not only for our 

children and their children, but for all humankind.

The fact that we can stand in this magnificent place 

today is due in large part to the Antiquities Act of 1906. 

This law gives the President the authority to protect 

federal lands of extraordinary cultural, historic, and 

scientific value. In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt 

used this very act to safeguard the Grand Canyon.



Since then, the law has been used by nearly every 

President -- Republican and Democrat ~ to preserve 

those American places whose security we now take for 

granted: Bryce Canyon, Zion, Glacier Bay, Olympic,

Grand Teton.

Today, we add a new name to that list: The Grand 

Staircase-Escalante National Monument. 70 miles to the 

north of here, in Utah, lies some of the most remarkable 

land in the world. And we will set aside 1.7 million 

acres of it. On this land, God’s handiwork is 

everywhere: In the natural beauty of the Escalante 

Canyons and the Kaiparowits [KA-PEAR-O-WITZ]

Plateau...



In the rock formations that show, layer-by-layer, billions 

of years of geology...In the fossil record of dinosaur 

and other prehistoric life.. .In the remains of ancient 

American civilizations, like the Anasazi Indians.

Though the United States has changed, thui-pai’t of
me LAf*I>
M Utahfremains much as it did when Mormon pioneers 

made their way through its red canyons and high desert 

in the late 1800s. Its imiquely American, landiscape is 

now one of the most isolated places in the lower 48 

states. In protecting it, we are living up to our obligation 

to preserve our natural heritage for our children.



We are saying very simply: Our parents and

grandparents saved the Grand Canyon for us, and we

will save mejcanyons and plateaus of Utah for our

chUdren«A»io U this apu pfl-obi^fr ir
rloT i^l FdoNrurw MAS-VEiLet, S6K>eTiMef
P«.0b(L«5 IJ A F^6^^rlC•g. (JE ^TVCT Hr- OOfi. CHtl.OH.efJ.''

I want to make a few things very clear. First, this 

proclamation applies only to federal lands lands that 

already belong to the American people.

D>\ise=
Second, under this-few families will be able to use 

the canyon country as they always have. The land will 

remain open fot*.multiple usest^For hunting, fishing, 

hikmg, campmg.

fLtss. tLAJUrj-i ,



while the Grand Staircase-Escalante will be 

open for many activities, I am concerned about a large 

coal mine proposed for the area. Mining jobs are good 

jobs. Mining is important to our national economy and 

our national security. But we cannot have mines

mines that threaten national treasures

are just not right.

^^tstandards.

That is why I am so pleased that Pacificorp has 

followed the example set by the Crown Butte-New 

World Mine in Yellowstone. Pacificorp has agreed to 

trade its lease to mine coal on these lands for better, 

more appropriate sites outside the monument area.



I hope Andalex, a company, will follow

Pacificorp's example, and work with us to find a way to 

take its mining operations elsewhere,

Let me say a word to the people of Utah: Mining 

revenues from federal and state lands help support your 

school^-^RiatVwhy I am directing the Secretary T)f1he 

Brterior to exchange5^ ^’school tmst laitf-affected=ty 

the memunent designatiemrwith other lands that will

generate real-revenues for educa^n.tCreating this

National Monument will ncjx come at the expense of your 

children.
\v^pH THe

' tut WHICH THe (Jofi-eAU of \^\IL UTTH
uo^AL

th Se-T U? A CAI^ID CV5^A-v TVl4r iJlU
yoo^ Fc»/L THer OP OtaH^ Ahl!> ACL AH



OfTlOt^AU IMSE'PT 1NE PRESIDENT HAS StLii
fo-a -qi,

[Special word for Rep. Bill Orton: We’ve had extensive 

discussions in recent days — and I have listened to his 

concerns. Many of them are reflected in our plans for 

ensuring multiple uses and protecting school lands.

Rep. Orton has done a wonderful job representing the 

people of Utah. We will continue to work with and 

consult him as we carry out the monument plan.]

-?-A



Let us always remember: The Grand Staircase- 

Escalante is for our children. And it is for our children 

that we have worked so hard, as the Vice President said, 

to see to it that America has a safe and clean 

environment in the 21st century.

We fought off efforts to roll back 25 years of 

bipartisan environmental protections -- and stopped a

move to sell off our national parks to the highest bidder. 

We are making our food safer from pesticides^ We are

protect our air and water from poisons. We are 

strengthening and expanding the rights of communities to 

know what chemicals are in the world around them.



We are/pleaning up 2/3 of the existing toxic waste sites 

by the Year 2000 -- our children should live near parks,

not poison.

We saved Yellowstone from mining. We established 

the largest national park south of Alaska in the Mojave 

Desert in California. We are working to save the 

precious Florida Everglades from being drained and 

polluted. We are in the process of restoring natural quiet 

to the Grand Canyon by reducing air traffic over this 

great park. And we are reforming the way we manage 

all our national parks so that they can go into the next 

century safe and secure.



We do these things for a clear reason: Americans 

have always known that stewardship of our air, our land, 

our water is stewardship of the American Dream. And 

we have always understood this regardless of party.

It was 63 years ago that a great Democrat first 

proposed that we create a national monument in Utah's 

canyonlands. The man was Harold Ickes, Franklin 

Roosevelt's Secretary of the Interior. Though Secretary 

Ickes never got the chance to see his dream made real, I 

am delighted that his son] is here with us today - Harold 

Ickes. AjiffTam-espeeially pleased that he-^o happens 

to=%g~inyDcputy Chief of Staff.



And it was 93 years ago that a great Republican first 

said we should make the Grand Canyon a national 

monument. In 1903, Teddy Roosevelt came to this place. 

He^ted-adittle^nere-tiffle-flian-hhave-ted^vse-he 

talked up-and-dewn-the canyon^- evcB-campiBg=eut. He 

then said a few words from the canyon's rim that I 

would like to share with you today.



"Leave [the Grand Canyon] as it is. You cannot 

improve on it....What you can do is to keep it for your 

children, your children’s children, all who come after 

you.. .We have gotten past the stage.. .when we are 

pardoned if we treat any part of our country as 

something to be skinned for...the use of the present 

generation, whether it is the forest, the water, the 

scenery. Whatever it is, handle it so that your children's 

children will get the benefit of it."

It was President Roosevelt’s wisdom and vision that

launched the progressive era and prepared America for 

the challenges of the 20th century. Today, we must do 

the same for the 21st century.



I have talked about building a bridge to this great age of 

possibilityj^ "^t-bridgcwilf onlybenas-stong-as^e 

enviromnent-wc pass on to~our children. Today, we- 

^-engthen-eui^bridge-by-preserving-a -stairease - The 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. a

Thank you and God bless you all.



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

ORM OPTICAL DISK NETWORK

ID# 7/^S
Hardcopy pages are in poor condition (too light or too dark).

Remainder of cEise not scanned.

Oversize attachment not scanned.

Report not scanned.

Enclosure(s) not scanned.

Proclamation not scanned.

Incoming letter(s) not scanned.

Proposal not scanned.

Statement not scanned.

Duplicate letters attached - not scanned.

Only table of contents scanned.

No incoming letter attached.

Only tracking sheet scanned.

Photo(s) not scanned.

Bill not scanned.

Resolution not scanned.

Comments:



.CT:

Office of Lieutenant Govern;s^r
240 STATE CAPITOL 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30334 
(404) 656-5030

PIERRE HOWARD 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ftf'P 'S 

taoilBi

J

*7^r--

.......................... i ---" ‘- ■• ^i--i, -..
1%

/Ca<^

/i4uy ^<nc^
^ 77:^

■754. /5L,st^^>2^ ^

;;^9 19S6



The Honorable Pierre Howard
Lieutenant Governor of Georgia
240 State Capitol

Dear Pierre:
Thank you for your kind letter about my designation of the 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and my decision to 
halt mining development near Yellowstone.

resources remains one of our most vital missions. Both Grand 
Staircase-Escalante and Yellowstone hold a special place in our 
national landscape, and I was proud to ensure that all American 
can enjoy their abiding beauty and benefits for years to come.

Your words of encouragement mean a great deal to me, and 
I'm deeply grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of 
Georgia.

(Corres. #3185813)BC/LW/JPD/RSM/DWB/lynn-lynn-efr 
(10 .h^ard.p)
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON

/

October 11, 1996

The Honorable Eies^e^^oward 

Lieutenant Governor of Georgia 
240 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

/ Dear
Thank you for your kind letter about my designation of the 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and ray decision to 
halt mining development near Yellowstone.

As we move into the next century, protecting our natural 
resources remains one of our most vital missions. Both Grand 
Staircase-Escalante and Yellowstone hold a special ^
national landscape, auid I was proud to ensure that all Americans cS enjoy Seir Sbiding beauty and benefits for years to come.

Your words of encouragement mean a great deal to tne, and 
I'm deeply grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of
Georgia.

Sincerely,

nnr 2 i (.opr



October 11, 1996

The Honorable Pierce Howard 
Lieutenant Governor of Georgia 
240 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Pierce:

ra r
(piation of the 

decision to
Thank you for your kind letter about my desi 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and 
halt mining development near Yellowstone.

As we move into the next century, protecting Wr natural 
resources remains one of our most vital missions. \Grand 
Staircase-Escalante and Yellowstone hold a special in our
national landscape, and I was proud to ensure that all AmericansSn Sjoy tSeir Sbiding beauty and benefits for years to come.

Your words of encouragement ritiz^ns'^of
I'm deeply grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of
Georgia.

Sincerely,

BC/LW/JPD/RSM/lynn-lynn
(10.howard.p)

CC: IGA, 106 OEOB

(Corres. #3185813)



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The Honorable Pierce Howard
Lieutenant Governor of Georgia
240 State Capitol

Dear Pierce:
Thank you for your kind letter about my des:.gnation of the

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and ny decision to 
halt mining development near Yellowstone.

As we move into the next century, protectingour natural 
resources remains one of our most vital missions. Baclr uf-tlie,

and benefits for years to come.
Your words of encouragement mean a great deal to me, and 

I'm deeply grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of 
Georgia.



INITIALS; BC / Ixw

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE; Oct 09 1996 

CLEAR WITH; WHCC;

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO;
Mr. Pierce Howard
Lieutenant Governor
Office of Lieutenant Goevernor
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

DOCUMENT TITLE; /slr/p/howard.pierce.llw 

/ CORRESPONDENCE #; 3185813

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIAL INSTR;
I made up this language based on a New 
World letter and a Utah Monument letter, 
both of which have been approved by CEQ.

Dear Pierce: -
Thank you for your kind letter about my designation of the^^scalante 

National Monument and my decision to halt mining development near 

Yellowstone.

As we move into the next century, protecting our natural resources 

remains one of our most vital missions. Each of these areas holds a 

special place in our national landscape, and I was proud to ensure 

that all Americans can enjoy their abiding beauty and benefits for 

years to come.

Your words of encouragement mean a great deal to me, and I'm deeply 

grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of Georgia.

fir.T I n /oof



I. 0. A. Correspondence Routing Sheet 
Date Received in PLM SEP 26 1996 

I. Presidential Response Needed 

____ Brief Adcnowledgement

Policy Response 

Assigned to:
____ Kyle Baker
____ Leanne Johnson
____ Diane Ikemiyashiro

Jeff Dailey

____ Tracy Sisser

____ Sarah Freeman

Other

Re; 
II. Scheduling Request - Forward to Megan Williams, rm. 111.5

III. Personal Recommendation - Forward to Anne Swartz, Office of 
Presidential Personnel, rm. 135

IV. Request for a Presidential Message (letter of greetings for 
and event) or Proclamation - Forward to rm. 91, Carmen 
Fowler



October 10, 1996

The Honorable Pierce Howard
Lieutenant Governor of Georgia
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Pierce:
Thank you for your kind letter about my designation of, the

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and my decision to
halt mining development near Yellowstone.

As we move into the next centu:^, protecting our natural
resources remains one of our most vital missions. Each of these
areas holds a special place in our national landscape, and I was
proud to ensure that all Americans can enjoy their abiding beauty
and benefits for years to come.

Your words of encouragement mean a great deal to me, and
I'm deeply grateful for your work on behalf of the citizens of
Georgia.

Sincerely,

BC/LW/JPD/RSM/lynn
(10.howard.p)
CC; IGA, 106 OEOB

(Corres. #3185813)

OCT 1 1 1996
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INITIALS:  BC /  Ixw  /  ^
DRAFT DATE /  LETTER DATE; Oct  08 
1996 /CLEAR WITH; WHCC:
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: Mr.  Pierce  Howard

LieOffice
uten

 of
ant

 
 
Lieu
Governtenant

or
 

Goevernor240 State  CapitolAtlanta,  Georgia  30334

document TITLE;  /slr/p/
howa^.pierce . llwCORRES] n̂6^CE #;  3185813

CCi'^

APPROVAL/ENCI^bsURES /  SPECIAL INSTR:

/
/
/

/
/

Dear  Pierce:
Thank  you  for  your  kind  words  r^arding  the  designation  of  the

Escalente  National  Monument ijf  September,

I  was delighted  to  deslgi}ite  the  Escalante  National  Monument in  Utah.
This  was an cpportunity/for  me to  safeguard  our  country's  natural
resources  in  the  same/way  that  previous  Presidents  preserved  the  Grand  Canyon,  Glacier  Bay/Eryce  and Zion  National  Parks,  and more.  Each of  these  areas  holds  L special  place  in  our  national  landscape,  and I  was

proud  to  ensure  Xat all  Americans  can  enjoy  the  abiding  
beauty  and benefits  of  thyEscalante  area  for  years  to  
come.
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INITIALS: BC / Ixw / DOCUMENT TITLE: /slr/p/howard.pierce.llw

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE: Oct 03 1996 / CORRESPONDENCE #: 3185813

CLEAR WITH: WHCC; CC:

APPROVAL/ENCLOSDRES/SPECIAL INSTR:CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO:
Mr. Pierce Howard
Lieutenant Governor------------ _
Office of Lieutenant 
240 State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 303 L

Dear Pierce: 

Thank you for y 

Escalente Natic

As we prepar^- 

the environmen

/c/^

t*JL.

Mi /
I iWife

CV,V ^ ^ U
i / ,

T?r-5f-. I'i

Administration is work
-k22L- -^nrhard M of

our environment in order tdNg^rap^'e a healthy world for future 

generations.

1 was delighted to desigp^-^ the Escalante National Monument in Utah.
.//

This was an opportunil^^ly'for me to safeguard our country's natural 

resources in the same/way that previous Presidents preserved the Grand 

Canyon, Glacier Bay^ Bryce and Zion National Parks, and more. Each of

these areas holds a special place in our national landscape, and I was
/proud to ensur^/that all Americans can enjoy the abiding beauty and //

benefits of i:be Escalante area for years to come.
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'CLUB SF TEL NO:4159775799 US2B

Sierra
Club mm

7:oPolkStrcetSanFrMdsco.CA 94,09 4IS-776-221I Fax;4i5.„6.
0350

September 20, 1996

President William Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 
facsimile 202-456-2461

Dear Mr. President:

'■a.’NPf.l I? ■'if
ton

Congrahdations and heartfelt thanks, Mr. President, for establishing the Qtand 

gscalanteNational Monument on December 6. and thus safeguarding a 
P of Amenca’s natural heritage from exploitation. Environmentally

concerned citizens around the country applaud the bold and visionary step you have 
taken m responding to their concerns for Utah’s scenically and biologically
important wildlands. ® ^

I hope that yOT will make this the opening salvo in the battle to aehieve protection 
of approxnnately 6 million acres in Utah that deserves wilderness designation.

Sincerely,

r Waybuni, M.D.'Edgar Wayl 
Honorary President 
Siena Club

OCT I 1996



|\l^COC

October 18, 1996

Edgar Wayburn, M.D.
Honorary President 
Sierra Club 
730 Polk StreetSan Francisco, California 94109 

Dear Dr. Wayburn:
Thank you for your kind letter on behalf 

of the lier^rclub. I'm grateful for your words 
of support and encouragement about my recent

the same way that decisions by previous 
Presidents preserved the Grand Canyon, G 
Bay Bryce, and Zion National Parks. Each of

and benefits of the Escalante area for years to 

come.
I appreciate your inyolv^ent and ongoing 

commitment to protecting our planet.

Sincerely,

BC/JPD/RSM/jfc 
(10.wayburn.e)

BHiCUIlTDII /"
(Corres. #3202393)

i£>

(£>
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October 18, 1996

Edgar Wayburn, M.D.
Honorary President 
Sierra Club 
730 Polk Street
San Francisco, California 94109

Dear Dr. Wayburn: »
Thank you for your kind letter on behalf 

of the Sierra Club. I'm grateful for your words 
of support and encouragement about my recent 
designation of the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument in Utah. This plan safeguards 
one of our country's unique natural resources in 
the same way that ..previous Presidents preserved... 
the Grand Canyon, Glacier Bay, Bryce, and Zion 
National Parks. Each of these areas holds a 
special place in our national landscape, and 
I was proud to guarantee that all Americans 
can enjoy the abiding beauty and benefits of 
the Escalante area for years to come.

I appreciate your involvement and ongoing 
commitment to protecting our planet.

Sincerely,

BC/JPD/RSM/jfc 
(10.wayburn.e)

(Corres. #3202393)



' , .-.•T
^ OP BC LMTBR

INITIALS; BC / jpd / \l
draft date / LETTER DATE: Oct 15 1996 /

CLEAR WITH:
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO;
Edgar Wayburn, M.D.
Honorary President
Sierra Club
SaS F^ancisc^''California 94109

document TITLE; /slr/p/wayburn.jpd

CORRESPONDENCE #: 3202393

CC;

approval/knolososbs/spscial raSTR:approved lang from lO.chouinard

i

Dear Dr. Wayburn:
Than, you for your Rind letter on behalf of the Sierra Club. I'm

grateful for your wo^^^^PPort and encouragement about my recent
designation of thi^dalan^atlonal Monument in Utah, Thrs plan

safeguardsptountry'sp-al resources in the same way that

previous Presidents preserved the Grand Canyon, Glacier Bay, Bryce,

and Zion National Parks. Each of these areas holds a special place rn

our national landscape, and I was proud to guarantee that all

Americans can enjoy the abiding beauty and benefits of the Escalante

area for years to come.
ir

I appreciate your involvement and ongoing commitment to protecting our

planet.

OCT I 7 1996
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Sierra
Club 730 Poll^ Street San Francisco. CA 94109 4I5*776-22JI Fax. 4I5-776-035o

September 20,1996

President William Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
facsimile 202-456-2461

Dear Mr. President;

Congratulations and heartfelt thanks, Mr. President, for establishing the Grand
Staircase - Escalante IsTational Monument on December 6, and thus safeguarding a
criticid portion of America’s natural heritage from exploitation. Environmentally
concerned citizens around the country applaud the bold and visionary step you have
taken in responding to their concerns for Utah’s scenically and biologically
important wildlands.

I hope that you will make this the opening salvo in the battle to achieve protection
of approximately 6 million acres in Utah that deserves wilderness designation.

Sincerely,

r Wayoum, M.D.^Edgar Wayl 
Honorary President
Sierra Club

nrj I
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THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
CHRISTOPHER J. ELLIMAN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL

October 16, 1996

I
m GilC

uii
The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the 311,000 members of The Wilderaess Society, I 
move to protect an im^rtant area of our nation’s wild lands by creating the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument in Utah.

The public lands in southern Utah are a unique and irreplaceable American treasure, 
embracing an incredible array of natural and historic resources. These lands are revered by 
millions of American citizens, nationwide. Your creation of this National ^
important first step toward protection of the full 5.7 million acres, or more of federal wilderness 
resources on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management m Utah.

We thank you for providing such strong leadership on behalf of America’s red rock 
wilderness and ou^ American natural heritage. You have given the nation and the world a asting 
gift that will benefit humanity for generations to come. We look foiward to w* t
Department of the Interior to address specific management policies for these valuable lands.

Sincerely,

Oh-

900 SEVENTEENTH STREET. N.W.. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006-2596

(202) 833-2300
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Matt^ington, ISC 20515
February 13, 1997

FEB 18am10:09

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20501

Dear Mr. President;

As we are sure you know, Conoco Inc. has announced its intention to drill for oil in the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument. We are writing to urge you and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to ensure that Conoco fiilly complies with all environmental laws and that 
BLM takes every action and precaution to assure that the purpose of your designation of the 
monument — the protection of its exceptional natural values — is accorded first priority in its 
review of Conoco’s plans. We also believe that it is crucial that BLM not extend or suspend the 
leases held by Conoco in the area. To do so would be to renege on our national commitment to 
this important monument.

Last year when you established the 1.7 million-acre national monument, you described the region 
as “some of the most remarkable land in the world.” The newly designated monument contains 
geological, paleontological, archaeological, biological and historic features. The national 
monument extends across fragile and scenic terrain, including red rock canyons, rare rock 
formations and vistas of up to 60 miles. The area near the proposed drilling site is an 
exceptionally remote, arid, and solitary region of deep canyons and high cliffs. Its rugged 
topography reveals millions of years of geological history and uncharted troves of fossils. Forests 
of pinon and juniper contribute to its scenic beauty; its remoteness makes it a haven for a broad 
range of wildlife. We must protect this national treasure from irreparable environmental 
devastation at the hands of those seeking to exploit the land for short-term flnancial gains.

While Conoco asserts that oil and other resources could be extracted from monument lands 
\vithout seriously harming the environment, we disagree. We believe that the environmental 
ramifications of building roads and hauling heavy machinery would cause severe harm to the 
natural and historic values in the area. Such actions, we believe, would make a mockery of your 
important, widely supported decision to give these wild lands special status in the first place. We 
find it ironic that Conoco showed little indication of much diligence or desire to drill in this area 
before your declaration last September. The BLM must demonstrate that it will treat land within 
the monument boundaries differently fi"om other lands under its authority, or the designation will 
be meaningless. It is imperative that we preserve this landscape for our children and for 
generations to come.



We urge you and the Bureau of Land Management to review Conoco’s request to drill for oil in 
the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument against the backdrop of the declaration with 
the highest possible level of scrutiny. We will, of course, be happy to assist in any way we can as 
you proceed with your review. We look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Jruce F. Vento 
lember of Congress

aurwe D. Hinchey 
'emhpr of Congress



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1997

Dear Representative Vento:

Thank you for your letter to the President concerning the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.

The President has been advised of your concerns, and you 
will receive a response in the near future. In the meantime, if 
I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact 
my office.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Susan Brophy
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Bruce F. Vento 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1997

Dear Representative Hinchey:

Thank you for your letter to the President concerning the
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.

The President has been advised of your concerns, and you
will receive a response in the near future. In the meantime, if
I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact
my office.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Susan Brophy
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1997

MEMORAMDUM FOR KATIE MoGINTY

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SUSAN BROFEY 
LE6ISZATIVE AFFAIRS

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President from Rep. Bruce Vento (D-HN) and Rep. Maurice D. 
Hinchey (D-NY).
I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached letter, and respond 
directly to the member of Congress, forwarding a copy to the 
Office of Legislative Affairs, attention Chris Walker.
Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Chris at 456-7500.

Enclosure
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mm United States Department of the Interior
OFHCE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington. D.C. 20240

APR 2 I 1997

Honorable Bruce Vento 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Veoto:

Thank you for your letter of Febniary 13.1997,'co-signed by Representative Maurice Hinchey. to President 
Clinton regarding Conoco, Inc.’s, application for a permit to drill (APD) an exploratory oil well within the Grand 
Staircasc-Escalante National Monument President Clinton has asked me to respond.

Let me assure you that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is committed to protecting the Monument’s 
outstanding values. Secretary Babbitt has directed the BLM to conduct a thorough, professional and careful 
analysis of Conoco’s proposal witlm the context of the Presidential Proclamation establishing the Monument 
The BLM will do evetythmg within its legal authority to manage and protect the values of the Monument while 
recognizing valid existing rights.

Regarding your concern about a lease suspension, Conoco applied for a suspension of its lease on March 26, 
1997, based on its view that it is unable to get full benefit of its lease during the pendency of the environmental 
analysis process. The BLM is currently considering the merits of the application, as well as Conoco’s APD 
application. I assure you that BLM will very carefully evaluate the suspension request before maldng any 
decision.

For your information, while lease suspensions arc discretionary under authority of the Mineral Leasing Act, 
extensions of lease terms are provided for automatically if one of the following conditions is met:

o the lessee has commenced, but has not completed, actual drilling prior to the end of
the lease’s primary term (43 CFR 3107.1; or

° producing oil or gas in paying quantities from the lease (43 CFR

The Department of the Interior shares your concern for the pre^xx management of the Monument, and appreciates 
your offer of assistance as we proceed through the review and analysis process. A similar letter is bemg sent to 
Rep. Hinchey.

Sincerely,

Bob Armstrong 
Assistant Secretary, Land and 
Minerals Management



^lPR-22-1997 10:48 INTERIOR 202 219 2100 P.03/06

United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Waslilngtoa. D.C. 20240

APR 2 I B97

Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Hinchey;

of 13.1997, =o.sigorfI,, gqiosonttl!™ Bnico Vcnto. to Piesidail Clinton
regirdtng Coi^ W aiyhoation fcr a fonnit to drill (APD) o. explotatoty oil wall vrithin Iho Gnmd 
Staircase-Escalante NaUonal Monument President Clinton has asked me to respond.

Let me j^e you that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is committed to protecting the Moflumenrs 
outstanding values. Secretaiy Babbitt has directed the BLM to conduct a thorough, professional and careful 
^ysis of Conoco s proposal within the context of the Presidential Proclamation establishing the Monument 
The BLM wiU do everything within its legal authority to manage and protect the values of the Monument while 
recognizing valid existing rights.

concern about a lease suspension, Conoco applied for a suspension of its lease on March 26 
1997, based on its view that it is unable to get full benefit of its lease during the pendency of the environmentai 
analysis process. The BLM is emrentiy considering the merits of the application, as well as Conoco’s APD 
dSroT°''’ ^ carofidly evaluate the Suspension request before making any

For your information, while lease suspensions are discretionary under authority of the Mineral Leasing Act. 
extensions of lease terms are provided for automatically if one of the following conditions is met;

o the lessee has commenced, but has not completed, actual drilling prior to the end of
the lease’s primary tem (43 CFR 3107.1; or

° ^*07^T “ paying quantities from the lease (43 CFR

The Department of the Interior shares your concern for the proper management of the Monument, and appreciates 
^ proceed through the review and analysis process. A similar letter is being sent to

Sincerely,

Bob Armstrong 
Assistant Secretary, Land and 

Minerals Management


