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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

<O-T-2j0OQ 

■*1' U 0 .

THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR JHE PRESIDENT

FROM: Jacob J. Lew 
Director

SUBJECT: Four Proposed Proclamations Entitled, Respectively: (1) “Establishment of 
the Hanford Reach National Monument;” (2) “Establishment of the 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument;” (3) “Establishment of the 
Canyons of the Ancients National Monument;” and (4) “Establishment of 

the Ironwood Forest National Monument”

SUMMARY: This memorandum forwards for your consideration four proposed 
proclamations that were prepared by the Department of the Interior and the White House Council 
on Environmental Quality. The proposed proclamations would declare certain lands of historic 
and scientific interest in the states of Washington, Oregon, Colorado, and Arizona as national

monuments.
BACKGROUND: Section 2 of the Antiquities Act authorizes the President to establish 

as national monuments objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated on lands owned or 
controlled by the United States. The Act further authorizes the President to reserve, as part of the 
monument, land that is the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the 

objects to be protected.

The first proclamation would establish in the Columbia River Basin in Washington state, 
the Hanford Reach National Monument. Encompassing about 195,000 acres, the Reach 
Monument would contain a rich array of natural and historic resources. It contmns the 51-mile 
lone “Hanford Reach,” the last free-flowing, non-tidal stretch of the Columbia River. The Reach 
supports some of the most productive spawning areas in the Northwest, where approximately 80 
percent of the chinook salmon species spawn. It contains one of last remaining large blocks of 
shrub-steppe ecosystems in the Columbia River Basin and supports significant breeding 
populations of nearly all steppe and shrub-steppe dependent birds, such as the lo^^head shnke, 
the sage sparrow, and the ferruginous hawk. Historically, it holds evidence of 10,000 ye^ of 
human activity. Hundreds of prehistoric sites have been recorded, such as r^ains of pit houses, 
graves, game drive complexes, quarries, and hunting and kill sites. Some Native Amencan 
groups still have cultural ties to the monument and remains of more recent human activities, sue 

as early 20“’ century homesteads are found in the monument.



The second proclamation would establish the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument in 
southern Oregon. Encompassing about 86,000 acres of land, the Cascade-Siskiyou Monument is 
an ecological wonder, with biological diversity unmatched in the Cascade Range. It is home to a 
spectacular variety of rare and beautiful species of plants and animals. Plant communities 
represent a rich mosaic of grass and shrublands, Garry and California black oak woodlands, 
juniper scablands, white fir forests, and wet meadows. Fish and bird species include, 
respectively, a long isolated stock of redband trout, and the western bluebird, the flammulated 
owl, and the pygmy nuthatch. It also contains portions of the Oregon/Califomia Trail, a 
north/south route first established by Native Americans in prehistoric times.

The third proclamation would establish the Canyons of the Ancients National Monument 
in southwest Colorado. Encompassing approximately 183,000 acres of land, it contains the 
highest known density of archaeological sites in the Nation. Sites include cliff dwellings, 
villages, great kivas, sacred springs, rock art sites, and sweat lodges. Paleo-Indians used the 
region for hunting and gathering until around 7500 B.C. By 1500 B.C. the more sedentary 
Basketmakers spread over the landscape until they were supplanted by the Puebloan peoples 
around 750 A.D., who remained in the area until the 1300s. They, in turn, were followed by the 
Ute and Navajo tribes, and, ultimately, European settlers. The Ancients National Monument is 
also home to a variety of wildlife species, such as the Mesa Verde nightsnake, long-nosed 

leopard lizard, and the twin-spotted spiny lizard.

The fourth proclamation would establish the Ironwood Forest National Monument in 
southern Arizona. It would encompass approximately 189,564 acres of land in and around the 
Sonoran Desert. Stands of ironwood, palo verde, and saguaro blanket the proposed monument 
floor beneath the rugged mountain ranges. Ironwoods, which can live in excess of 800 years, 
provide roosting sites for hawks and owls, forage for desert bighorn sheep, burrows of tortoises, 
flowers for native bees, and protection against sunburn for night blooming cereus. In addition to 
biological resources, the Ironwood Monument holds abundant rock art sites and ofiier objects of 
scientific interest. It contains the remnants of the Mission Santa Ana, the last mission 

constructed in the Pimeria Alta.

The proclamations would reserve only federal lands, because the Antiquities Act applies 
only to objects of historic or scientific interest “upon lands owned or controlled by the 
Government of the United States....” 16 U.S.C. section 431, and the proclamations would be 
subject to valid existing rights, although the exercise of those rights could be regulated to protect 
the purposes of the monuments.

The Department of the Interior asserts that the federal land and interests in land for each 
of the proclamations is the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the 
objects to be protected. The Department of the Interior would manage three of the monuments 
through the Bureau of Land Management. The Hanford Monument, because of its association 
with the Department of Energy, would be primarily managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service under existing agreements with the Department of Energy and, in a few areas, by the 
Department of Energy in consultation with the Department of the Interior.



None of the affected agencies object to the four proposed proclamations.

R ECOMMENDATION: I recommend that you sign the four proposed proclamations.

Attachments



Proclamation

DafVFT

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HANFORD REACH NATIONAL MONUMENT

The Hanford Reach National Monument is a unique and biologically diverse landscape, 

encompassing an array of scientific and historic objects. This magnificent area contains an 

irreplaceable natural and historic legacy, preserved by unusual circumstances. Maintained as a 

buffer area in a Federal reservation conducting nuclear weapons development and, more recently, 

environmental cleanup activities, with limits on development and human use for the past 50 

years, the monument is now a haven for important and increasingly scarce objects of scientific 

and historic interest. Bisected by the stunning Hanford Reach of the Columbia River, the 

monument contains the largest remnant of the shrub-steppe ecosystem that once blanketed the 

Columbia River Basin. The monument is also one of the few remaining archaeologically rich 

areas in the western Columbia Plateau, containing well-preserved remnants of human history 

spanning more than 10,000 years. The monument is equally rich in geologic history, with 

dramatic landscapes that reveal the creative forces of tectonic, volcanic, and erosive power.

The monument is a biological treasure, embracing important riparian, aquatic, and upland 

shrub- steppe habitats which are rare or in decline in other areas. Within its mosaic of habitats, 

the monument supports a wealth of increasingly uncommon native plant and animal species, the 

size and diversity of which is unmatched in the Columbia Basin. Migrating salmon, birds and 

hundreds of other native plant and animal species rely on its natural ecosystems.

The monument includes the 51-mile long "Hanford Reach," the last free-flowing, 

non-tidal stretch of the Columbia River. The Reach contains islands, riffles, gravel bars, oxbow 

ponds, and backwater sloughs that support some of the most productive spawning areas in the 

Northwest, where approximately 80 percent of the upper Columbia Basin’s fall Chinook salmon 

spawn. It also supports healthy runs of naturally-spawning sturgeon and other highly-valued fish 

species. The loss of other spawning grounds on the Columbia and its tributaries has increased

the importance of the Hanford Reach for fisheries.

The monument contains one of the last remaining large blocks of shrub-steppe 

ecosystems in the Columbia River Basin, supporting an unusually high diversity of native plant 

and animal species. A large number of rare and sensitive plant species are found dispersed 

throu^out the monument. A recent inventory resulted in the discovery of two plant species new 

to science, the Umtanum desert buckwheat and the White Bluffs bladderpod. Fragile microbiotic
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crusts, themselves of biological interest, are well developed in the monument and play an 

important role in stabilizing soils and providing nutrients to plants.

The monument contains significant breeding populations of nearly all steppe and 

shrub-steppe dependent birds, including the loggerhead shrike, the sage sparrow, the sage 

thrasher, and the ferruginous hawk. The Hanford Reach and surrounding wetlands provide 

important stop-over habitat for migratory birds, as well as habitat for many resident species. The 

area is important wintering habitat for bald eagles, white pelicans and many species of waterfowl 

such as mallards, green-winged teal, pintails, goldeneye, gadwall, and buffleheads. The 

monument’s bluff habitats provide valuable nesting sites for several bird species, including 

prairie falcons, and important perch sites for raptors such as peregrine falcons.

Many species of mammals are also found within the monument, including elk, beaver, 

badgers, and bobcats. Insect populations, though less conspicuous, include species that have 

been lost elsewhere due to habitat conversion, fi-agmentation and spraying of pesticides. A 

recent biological inventory uncovered forty-one species and two subspecies of insects new to 

science and many species not before identified in the state of Washington. Such rich and diverse 

insect populations are important to supporting the fauna in the monument.

In addition to its vital biological resources, the monument contains significant geological 

and paleontological objects. The late-Miocene to late-Pliocene Ringold Formation, known as the 

White Bluffs, was formed from river and lake sediments deposited by the ancestral Columbia 

River and its tributaries. These striking cliffs [that] form the eastern bank of the Columbia for 

nearly half of the length of the Reach, and are significant for the mammalian fossils that they 

contain. Fossil remains from rhinoceros, camel, and mastodoa among others, have been found 

within these bluffs.

The Hanford Dune Field, located on the western shore of the Columbia in the 

southeastern part of the monument, is also of geologic significance. This active area of 

migrating barchan dunes and partially stabilized transverse dunes rises ten to sixteen feet above 

the ground, creating sandy habitats ranging firom two to several hundred acres in size.

The monument also contains important archaeological and historic information. More 

than 10,000 years of human activity in this largely arid environment have left extensive 

archaeological deposits. Areas upland from the river show evidence of concentrated human 

activity, and recent surveys indicate extensive use of arid lowlands for hunting. Hundreds of



prehistoric archaeological sites have been recorded, including the remains of pithouses, graves, 

spirit quest monuments, hunting camps, game drive complexes, quarries, and hunting and kill 

sites. A number of Native American groups still have cultural ties to the monument. The 

monument also contains some historic structures and other remains from more recent human 

activities, including homesteads from small towns established along the riverbanks in the early 

20^ century.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8,1906 (34 Stat. 225,16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the 

President, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and 

prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the 

lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be national monuments; 

and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which in all cases shall be confined 

to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be 

protected.

WHEREAS it appears that it would be in the public interest to reserve such lands as a 

national monument to be known as the Hanford Reach National Monument:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, 

by the authority vested in me by section 2 of the Act of June 8,1906 (34 Stat. 225,16 U.S.C. 

431), do proclaim that there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Hanford Reach National 

Monument, for the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, all lands and interests in 

lands owned or controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area described on the 

map entitled "Hanford Reach National Monument" attached to and forming a part of this 

proclamation. The Federal land and interests in land reserved consist of approximately XXXXX 

acres, which is the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects 

to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this monument are
r

hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or leasing or 

other disposition under the public land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal from 

location, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to 

mineral and geothermal leasing, other than by exchange that fiirthers the protective purposes of

the monument.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the Secretary of the Interior

'■A "'i-



and the Secretary of Energy shall prohibit all motorized and mechanized vehicle use offroad,

except for emergency or other federally authorized purposes, including remediation purposes.

There is hereby reseiyed, as of the date of this proclamation and subject to valid existing rights, a

quantity of water in thie Columbia River sufficient to fulfill the purposes for which this

monument is established. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a relinquishment or

reduction of any water use or rights reserved or appropriated by the United States on or before

the date of this proclamation.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the Secretary of the Interior

shall prohibit livestock grazing.

The monument shall be managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under existing

agreements with the Department of Energy, except that the Department of Energy shall manage

the lands within the monument that are not subject to management agreements with the Service,

and in developing any management plans and rules and regulations governing the lands within

the monument for which the Department of Energy has management responsibility, the Secretary

of Energy shall consult with the Secretary of the Interior as necessary to carry out the purposes of

this proclamation.

As the Department of Energy and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determine that lands

within the monument managed by the Department of Energy become suitable for management

by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will assume

management by agreement with the Department of Energy. All agreements between the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of Energy shall be consistent with the provisions

of this proclamation.

Nothing in this proclamation shall affect the application of environmental laws regarding

the remediation of hazardous substances or the restoration of natural resources at the Hanford

facility, nor affect the Department of Energy’s sole authority to control public access or take

other measures for environmental remediation, monitoring, security, safety, or emergency

preparedness purposes, nor affect any Department of Energy activities on lands not included

within the monument.
Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the jurisdiction of

the State of Washington with respect to fish and wildlife management.

'ft-. mV' vj-i 'I'-'



■ diminish the rights of any Indian tribe.Nothing in this proclamation shall enlarge
establishment of this monument is subject to valid existing righ«. 

Nothinginthisproelamationshallinterferewiththeoperationandmainten.c^^^
.^gfaetlitiesoftheColumbiaBashtlleclamarionlhoject,orof.ePeder.C^^^^^^^^

^
; jssionSystem,wh.ehare  located  wt.n  the  monument.  —
River Transmission System facilities located widun the monument may be rep a^ .
,„d expanded, and new faeilities constructed within the monument, as authonzapplicable law, to the extent consistent with protecting the ob)eets of this proc m

Nothinginthisproclamationshallhedeem^torevoheanyexisringwtthdrawa,
»ra<.nt (shall be the dominant reservation.

Ri WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hermmto set my hand this xxxxx

hundred and twenty-fourth.

the white house,

v'. -.J
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CASCADE-SISKIYOU NATIONAL MONUMENT

With towering fir forests, sunlit oak groves, wildflower-strewn meadows, and steep 

canyons, the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument is an ecological wonder, with biological 

diversity unmatched in the Cascade Range. This rich enclave of natural resources is a biological 

crossroads - the interface of the Cascade, Klamath, and Siskiyou ecoregions, in an area of unique 

geology, biology, climate, and topography.

The monument is home to a spectacular variety of rare and beautiful species of plants and 

animals, whose survival in this region depends upon its continued ecological integrity. Plant 

communities present a rich mosaic of grass and shrublands, Garry and California black oak 

woodlands, juniper scablands, mixed conifer and white fir forests, and wet meadows. Stream 

bottoms support broad-leaf deciduous riparian trees and shrubs. Special plant communities 

include rosaceous chaparral and oak-juniper woodlands. The monument also contains many rare 

and endemic plants, such as Greene’s Mariposa lily, Gentner’s fntillary, and Bellinger’s 

meadowfoam.

The monument supports an exceptional range of fauna, including one of the highest 

diversities of butterfly species in the United States. The Jenny Creek portion of the monument is 

a significant center of fi-esh water snail diversity, and is home to three endemic fish species 

including a long-isolated stock of redband trout. The monument contains important populations 

of small mammals, reptile and amphibian species, and ungulates, including important winter 

habitat for deer. It also contains old growth habitat crucial to the threatened Northern spotted 

owl, and numerous other bird species such as the western bluebird, the western meadowlark, the 

pileated woodpecker, the flammulated owl, and the pygmy nuthatch.

The monument’s geology contributes substantially to its spectacular biological diversity. 

The majority of the monument is within the Cascade Mountain Range. The western edge of the 

monument lies within the older Klamath Mountain geologic province. The dynamic plate 

tectonics of the area, and the mixing of igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary geological 

formations, have resulted in diverse lithologies and soils. Along with periods of geological 

isolation and a range of environmental conditions, the complex geologic history of the area has 

been instrumental in producing the diverse vegetative and biological richness seen today.
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One of the most striking features of the Western Cascades in this area is Pilot Rock, 

located near the southern boundary of the monument. The rock is a volcanic plug, a remnant of ai 

feeder vent left after a volcano eroded away, leaving an outstanding example of the inside of a 

volcano. Pilot Rock has sheer, vertical basalt faces up to four hundred feet above the talus slope 

at its base, with classic columnar jointing created by the cooling of its andesite composition.

The Siskiyou Pass in the southwest comer of the monument contains portions of the 

Oregon/Califomia Trail, the region’s main north/south travel route first established by Native 

Americans in prehistoric times, and used by Peter Skene Ogden in his 1827 exploration for the 

Hudson’s Bay Company.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8,1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the 

President, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and 

prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the 

lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be national monuments, 

and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which in all case's shall be confined 

to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be 

protected.

WHEREAS it appears that it would be in the public interest to reserve such lands as a 

national monument to be known as the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, 

by the authority vested in me by section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 

431), do proclaim that there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Cascade-Siskiyou National 

Monument, for the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, all lands and interests in 

lands owned or controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area described on the 

map entitled "Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument" attached to and forming a part of this 

proclamation. The Federal land and interests in land reserved consist of approximately 52,000 

acres, which is the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects 

to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this monument are 

hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or leasing or 

other disposition under the public land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal from 

location, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to



mineral and geothermal leasing, other than by exchange that furthers the protective purposes of
V/.-. '

the monument. - '

There is hereby reserved, as of the date of this proclamation and subject to valid existing

rights, a quantity of water sufficient to fulfill the purposes for which this monument is

established. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a relinquishment or reduction of

any water use or rights reserved or appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this

proclamation.

The commercial harvest of timber or other vegetative material is prohibited, except when

part of an authorized science-based ecological restoration project aimed at meeting protection

and old growth enhancement objectives. Any such project must be consistent with the purposes

of this proclamation. No portion of the monument shall be considered to be suited for timber

production, and no part of the monument shall be used in a calculation or provision of a

sustained yield of timber. Removal of trees fi-om within the monument area may take place only

if clearly needed for ecological restoration and maintenance or public safety.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit all

motorized and mechanized vehicle use off road and shall close the Schoheim Road, except for

emergency or authorized administrative purposes.

Lands and interests in lands within the proposed monument not owned by the United

States shall be reserved as a part of the monument upon acquisition of title thereto by the United

States.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the monument through the Bureau of Land

Management, pursuant to applicable legal authorities (including, where applicable, the Act of

August 28, 1937, as amended (43 U.S.C. 1181a-l 181j)), to implement the purposes of this

proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare, within 3 years of this date, a management plan

for this monument, and shall promulgate such regulations for its management as he deems

appropriate. The management plan shall include appropriate transportation planning that

addresses the actions, including road closures or travel restrictions, necessary to protect the

objects identified in this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall study the impacts of livestock grazing on the objects of

biological interest in the monument with specific attention to sustaining the natural ecosystem



dynamics. Existing authorized permits or leases may continue with appropriate terms and 

conditions under existing laws and regulations. Should grazing be found incompatible with 

protecting the objects of biological interest, the Secretary shall retire the grazing allotments 

pursuant to the processes of applicable law. Should gazing permits or leases be relinquished by 

existing holders, the Secretary shall not reallocate the forage available under such permits or for 

livestock grazing purposes unless the Secretary specifically finds, pending the outcome of the 

study, that such reallocation will advance the purposes of the proclamation.

The establishment of this monument is subject to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enl^ge or diminish the jurisdiction of 

the State of Oregon with respect to fish and wildlife management.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, reservation, or 

appropriation; however, the national monument shall be the dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or 

remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands thereof 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this xxxxx day of xxxxx, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and twenty-fourth.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
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CyiAFT
4-7-2XC6

: -i

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CASCADE-SISKIYOU NATIONAL MONUMENT

With towering fir forests, sunlit oak groves, wildflower-strewn meadows, and steep 

canyons, the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument is an ecological wonder, with biological 

diversity unmatched in the Cascade Range. This rich enclave of natural resources is a biological 

crossroads - the interface of the Cascade, Klamath, and Siskiyou ecoregions, in an area of unique 

geology, biology, climate, and topography.

The monument is home to a spectacular variety of rare and beautiful species of plants and 

animals, whose survival in this region depends upon its continued ecological integrity. Plant 

communities present a rich mosaic of grass and shrublands, Garry and California black oak 

woodlands, juniper scablands, mixed conifer and white fir forests, and wet meadows. Stream 

bottoms support broad-leaf deciduous riparian trees and shrubs. Special plant communities 

include rosaceous chaparral and oak-juniper woodlands. The monument also contains many rare 

and endemic plants, such as Greene’s Mariposa lily, Gentner’s fritillary, and Bellinger’s 

meadowfoam.

The monument supports an exceptional range of fauna, including one of the highest 

diversities of butterfly species in the United States. The Jenny Creek portion of the monument is 

a significant center of fresh water snail diversity, and is home to three endemic fish species 

including a long-isolated stock of redband trout. The monument contains important populations 

of small mammals, reptile and amphibian species, and ungulates, including important winter 

habitat for deer. It also contains old growth habitat crucial to the threatened Northern spotted 

owl, and numerous other bird species such as the western bluebird, the western meadowlark, the 

pileated woodpecker, the flammulated owl, and the pygmy nuthatch.

The monument’s geology contributes substantially to its spectacular biological diversity. 

The majority of the monument is within the Cascade Mountain Range. The western edge of the 

monument lies within the older Klamath Mountain geologic province. The dynamic plate 

tectonics of the area, and the mixing of igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary geological 

formations, have resulted in diverse lithologies and soils. Along with periods of geological 

isolation and a range of environmental conditions, the complex geologic history of the area has 

been instrumental in producing the diverse vegetative and biological richness seen today.



One of the most striking features of the Western Cascades in this area is Pilot Rock, 

located near the southern boundary of the monument. The rock is a volcanic plug, a remnant of^ 

feeder vent left after a volcano eroded away, leaving an outstanding example of the inside of a 

volcano. Pilot Rock has sheer, vertical basalt faces up to four hundred feet above the talus slope 

at its base, with classic columnar jointing created by the cooling of its andesite composition.

The Siskiyou Pass in the southwest comer of the monument contains portions of the 

Oregon/Califomia Trail, the region’s main north/south travel route first established by Native 

Americans in prehistoric times, and used by Peter Skene Ogden in his 1827 exploration for the 

Hudson’s Bay Company.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the 

President, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and 

prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon the 

lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be national monuments, 

and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which in all cases shall be confined 

to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be 

protected.

WHEREAS it appears that it would be in the public interest to reserve such lands as a 

national monument to be known as the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America, 

by the authority vested in me by section 2 of the Act of June 8,1906 (34 Stat. 225,16 U.S.C. 

431), do proclaim that there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Cascade-Siskiyou National 

Monument, for the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, all lands and interests in 

lands owned or controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area described on the 

map entitled "Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument" attached to and forming a part of this 

proclamation. The Federal land and interests in land reserved consist of approximately 52,000 

acres, which is the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects 

to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this monument are 

hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or leasing or 

other disposition under the public land laws, including but not limited to withdrawal fi'om 

location, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and firom disposition under all laws relating to
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mineral and geothermal leasing, other than by exchange that fiirthers the protective purposes of

the monument.

There is hereby reserved, as of the date of this proclamation and subject to valid existing

rights, a quantity of water sufficient to fulfill the purposes for which this monument is

established. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a relinquishment or reduction of

any water use or rights reserved or appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this

proclamation.

The commercial harvest of timber or other vegetative material is prohibited, except when

part of an authorized science-based ecological restoration project aimed at meeting protection

and old growth enhancement objectives. Any such project must be consistent with the purposes

of this proclamation. No portion of the monument shall be considered to be suited for timber

production, and no part of the monument shall be used in a calculation or provision of a

sustained yield of timber. Removal of trees fi-om within the monument area may take place only

if clearly needed for ecological restoration and maintenance or public safety.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit all

motorized and mechanized vehicle use off road and shall close the Schoheim Road, except for

emergency or authorized administrative purposes.

Lands and interests in lands within the proposed monument not owned by the United

States shall be reserved as a part of the monument upon acquisition of title thereto by the United

States.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the monument through the Bureau of Land

Management, pursuant to applicable legal authorities (including, where applicable, the Act of

August 28,1937, as amended (43 U.S.C. 1181a-l 181j)), to implement the purposes of this

proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare, within 3 years of this date, a management plan

for this monument, and shall promulgate such regulations for its management as he deems

appropriate. The management plan shall include appropriate transportation planning that

addresses the actions, including road closures or travel restrictions, necessary to protect the

objects identified in this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall study the impacts of livestock grazing on the objects of

biological interest in the monument with specific attention to sustaining the natural ecosystem
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dynamics. Existing authorized permits or leases may continue with appropriate terms and

conditions under existing laws and regulations. Should grazing be found incompatible with 

protecting the objects of biological interest, the Secretary shall retire the grazing allotments 

pursuant to the processes of applicable law. Should gjrazing permits or leases be relinquished by 

existing holders, the Secretary shall not reallocate the forage available under such permits or for 

livestock grazing purposes unless the Secretary specifically finds, pending the outcome of the 

study, that such reallocation will advance the purposes of the proclamation.

The establishment of this monument is subject to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the jurisdiction of 

the State of Oregon with respect to fish and wildlife management.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, reservation, or 

appropriation; however, the national monument shall be the dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or 

remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this xxxxx day of xxxxx, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and twenty-fourth.

THE WHITE HOUSE,



Proclamation

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE IRONWOOD 
FOREST NATIONAL MONUMENT

draft
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The landscape of the Ironwood Forest National Monument is swathed with the rich, 

drought-adapted vegetation of the Sonoran Desert. The monument contains objects of scientific 

interest throughout its desert environment. Stands of ironwood, palo verde, and saguaro blanket 

the monument floor beneath the rugged mountain ranges, including the Silver Bell Mountains. 

Ragged Top Mountain is a biological and geological crown jewel amid the depositional plains in 

the monument.

The monument presents a quintessential view of the Sonoran Desert with ancient legume 

and cactus forests. The geologic and topographic variability of the monument contributes to the 

area’s high biological diversity. Ironwoods, which can live in excess of 800 years, generate a 

chain of influences on associated understory plants, affecting their dispersal, germination, 

establishment, and rates of growth. Ironwood is the dominant nurse plant in this region, and the 

Silver Bell Mountains support the highest density of ironwood trees recorded in the Sonoran 

Desert. Ironwood trees provide, among other things, roosting sites for hawks and owls, forage 

for desert bighorn sheep, protection for saguaro against freezing, burrows for tortoises, flowers 

for native bees, dense canopy for nesting of white-winged doves and other birds, and protection 

against sunburn for night blooming cereus.

The ironwood-bursage habitat in the Silver Bell Mountains is associated with more than 

674 species, including 64 mammalian and 57 bird species. Within the Sonoran Desert, Ragged 

Top Mountain contains the greatest richness of species. The monument is home to species 

federally listed as threatened or endangered, including the Nichols turk’s head cactus and the 

lesser long-nosed bat, and contains historic and potential habitat for the cactus ferruginous 

pygmy-owl. The desert bighorn sheep in the monument may be the last viable population 

indigenous to the Tucson basin.

In addition to the biological and geological resources, the area holds abundant rock art 

sites and other archeological objects of scientific interest. Humans have inhabited the area for 

more than 5,000 years. More than 200 sites from the prehistoric Hohokam period (600 A.D. to 

1450 A.D.) have been recorded in the area. Two areas within the monument have been listed on
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administrative purposes.

a monument not owned by the United

States.
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