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A SAUDI DISASTER STORY: YEMEN'S UNITY BY FORCE 

by Simon Henderson 

The capture last week of the port city of Aden by forces loyal to President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh of Yemen marked the end of the short-lived rebellion by secessionist supporters of Vice 
President Ali Salem al-Beidh. The outcome is a shock to the balance of power in the Arabian 
peninsula and a dip)omatic disaster for Saudi Arabia. 

The unification of Yemen in 1989, formally endorsed by democratic elections in 1992, was 
always seen as an uneasy marriage. The north (previously called the Yemen Arab Republic) had 
the larger population, an estimated 9 million as opposed to the estimated 3 million of the south 
(which had been known as the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen.) Politically, the 
northerners preferred straightforward Arab nationalism with a minority (benefitting from Saudi 
backing) following Islamic fundamentalism. The southern leadership, who had rid themselves of 
British colonial rule in 1967, were once hard-line communists. 

Saudi Arabia's apprehension about unification was fully warranted. Within months, the 
Yemen Republic emerged as a close ally of President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. When Iraqi forces 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990, President Saleh from his capital, Sanaa, sided with Saddam. In 
an atmosphere of near panic, the Saudi authorities fearing subversion expelled several hundred 
thousand Yemeni manual laborers from the kingdom. 

Saudi fear of Yemen is based on a long-running border dispute made worse by the feeling 
that Yemen's large and poor population would dearly love some of Saudi Arabia's riches. Saudi 
sensitivity is legendary: when the results of a Saudi census were announced in 1993, one Saudi 
newspaper carried the triumphal headline, 11We are now bigger than Yemen." (fhe unaudited 
figures showed that the kingdom had 12.3 million citizens.) There is the tale that the founder of 
Saudi Arabia, King Abdul Aziz -- also known as Ibn Saud, the father of King Fahd -- said on his 
deathbed in 1953, ''Never allow Yemen to be united." Presumably less apocryphal is the report 
that King Fahd agreed to U.S. troops being sent to Saudi Arabia after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait when he was shown U.S. satellite photographs of Iraqi military aircraft at Yemeni air 
bases. 

There is little doubt that Saudi Arabia -- by supplying weapons or money, or both -­
exacerbated conflict between north and south Yemen. Tensions had grown because of difficulties 
with oil production in the north, while new oil reserves were being found in the southern territory. 
Southern suspicions of northern intentions regarding its slice of the national cake were already 
high when fighting began in early May between rival army units. 
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But if the Saudi intention had been to create a long-running civil war or re-partition, events 
on the ground showed that policymakers in Riyadh had a mist.a.ken view of their abilities. 
Northern forces quickly moved into southern territory, encircling Aden and then seizing Mukalla, 
eastwards along the coast where al-Beidh had set up his headquarters. Saudi efforts to secure a 
United Nations cease-fire resolution were successful, largely due to the lobbying efforts of its 
ambassador to Washington, Prince Bandar bin Sultan. But the U.N. and other Arab states proved 
unable to give enough life to a cease-fire so that U.N. obsetvers could be imposed between the 
two sides. 

On the sidelines the Gulf Arab states dithered. Some, like Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
almost recognized a new south Yemen state which even had a name: the Democratic Republic 
of Yemen. But the stance of the Gulf state of Qatar, which supported the north perhaps because 
of its own border dispute with Riyadh, made unity elusive. 

The United States sought unsucces.sfully to mediate, even using relatively heavyweight 
visitors like the assistant secretary of state, Robert Pelletreau. Individual U.S. officials say that 
the Saudis sneered at U.S. efforts, claiming that the northern advanre would be halted when the 
well-armed southern tribes rose up in support of the Aden regime. 11You don't know the tribes 
like we do," one senior Saudi is quoted as saying. 

Under the circumstances, Saudi Arabia should have perhaps remained publicly quiet after 
President Saleh won control over all his national tenitory. But the degree of Saudi anxiety is 
clear. The day the fighting ended, King Fahd chaired an extraordinary meeting of the Saudi 
cabinet to discuss Yemen -- his first official meeting since having a gallstone operation in May. 
The next day, Prince Bandar flew to the G7 summit in Naples to lobby personally with President 
Ointon and British Prime Minister John Major. 

For Saudis, the defeat for their policy in Yemen may be only of slightly less magnitude 
than Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait nearly four years ago. Riyadh will fear that President 
Saleh, boosted by success at home, will seek to pressure Saudi Arabia on borders, migrant workers 
and subsidies. The use of SCUD missile attacks, air force bombing and highly mobile armored 
units in the fighting will force analysts to revise their judgments on Yemen's military abilities. 
Already, Sultan Qaboos in neighboring Oman has reported]y cancelled his summer sojourn in 
Salalah, close to the border with south Yemen, because it is within SCUD range, 

For the United States, the events of the last two months have been shown to be disastrous 
for its regional ally, Saudi Arabia. (It is conceivable that the status of the Saudi defense minister 
and a future claimant to the Saudi throne, Prince Sultan, the longtime architect of Saudi policy 
towards Yemen, could be diminished.) The U.S. must now help to pick up the pieces in the 
Arabian peninsula, so that a semblance of stability is restored, hoping that this policy is not 
undermined by a Saudi desire to back a guerrilla insurrection in Yemen. 

Simon Henderson, a journalist with the Finn.ncial Times of London, is the author of The 
Washington Institute's Policy Paper, After King Fahd: Succession in Saudi Arabia. 

THE WASHINGTON INSTITUTE for Nea-r Ea.st Pf>li<y 
1828 L St, N.\V. • Suite 1050 • Washington, D.C. 20036 
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attendance, · 

(i) rh&t. ehue ahodd be no putic,Lp-j,cin by tb• U panont q&ift■• "MIi 
1ncUctmnU uve NM Uauac2 ~ the PdfJ.1.9 · ,p■ffll,•I'• · 
u. ~ Y■--ni aiu Rnad tllat L't nZ.=-cl th• •tat.-.nt .. d. :by the 
•••~•tary-c.naral eancltfflinq th• pnvt.■un of hWMnitad.u a■dstPC• te. tha 
aef\11,.a.Lo gf lflllft and to victim■ of tha wu, IU.Hi.q t.hae ~ Goft~mmmt: ot 
the aa,ui1c ot f.-n had uJcn the 1n1tiat1ff in thi■·•~~ and b&d wmittad 
a &-a.p•• ~ •••ittaace t:c the .. dden~ Jtepl:aan~atiff of tM Uni.tad ~ion.■ 
De¥e1opaa• Pnag.raw A1i lana • • •11~ ~ha~ a I\Ulllbet- &f wtuip hd ~Alran p1u• .a.n 
,u.t. c119Ud. 'llla Clat'lhii08dt 1.benton walo--4 ur ueinanea in ehi■ dcaaLu 
po,,idN i,y ~Ila tfnited aatian1 and it• oq&A■ oi: J1r f~i.andlJ state■ u 11\e 
Oovea.-ftlllllftt of tM bpabU.c of Y-.n. · ·. · · · 

is. M &9-l!Md VJ.th tM 00.UJVMAtr.,. ti\• 8Jff.l.&1 bvoy a110 lwld d1-ouaa£.OAa With 
a 9nup of politi.~ laader• rep.L"HMt.S.l\f 24 poU.t:1cal partie■, •• we11 &1 wL~h 
a POUi C!lf ---r:• of 1arU~·N1F••ent£.A9 a11 .PClitiG&1 ~t-t.t.••1 1N 117 
U•:lz apaau&', lbaikh Ab4&11aA A1-i!nu • BMh . §!'CUP• •tn1Hd the nnd to 
preaen-e unity at all co■t~ The)" WJ&"NCI, bowevK, 1:11at · it W&8 awn•••ZT u.d 
urgant to reach a auae-tin an4 to rntut di.lllo;ue, ~ided i.t w•• wi,thlA \1\e 
•£.ni1UJ oon••icut=Lona1 f.-.-work. · . · · · · 

14. tu ai•■ion vl•.1.tN X\Jkalla on 12 and 13 Jun• 2.9941 wh•ar• SOVUl•mi t.adaH 
upn••N ~~ •1-. osa th• aibl•ticn. 'the loQthera. leaden pn8•J!MNI aa 
ana1yai• of tbeia: parapeotlv• .Of th• no1ut£.Q1' cf the -.1,"attcm ■bG• ~he 
anifiaa~.i.on Df ¥amn £.a Jear 1990. 'l'!laJ' exp1&£.nN 'tb•~ toon afta unity.­
aoh.lned la 1t,O, iaf1uentia1 peo»l• in tu l■adff■bip of til\t fo.nMr aorik8ffl 
J1Ut1 •f ilb• n,11,,q, vho wan .-Nd 10 11A.t.~y, 4ave1opum~ Ud mocleeiaauum, 
1&\&nvbecl an U8deelan« ~ '" -~~- 1...S.t<■ of tu Y■-n locia11.at: •~y. Afte&" 
1:he pu-1LU1a111;•cy •laetlena ~f ·21 ... ~il H13i· ·tu •• u,u:.uon bel6_. f11ft111tr 
conf111M, vLol•ne• ~t.lim:icl li~kn NU! JiOHttoal,..,,-and acom.ic life waa 
lliitou9~t 'i9 • ha1-. nay aodad ~b&'I: mra no■nt.11, •£.nH 21 April ltt•, Y-.n 
bet llMft 1.avolved in a As-ku• W&&' bttt.vaea the forc:fl of the two forma• nat.••, 
whiob •..:a~ int-or•~ wLt:h eaoh nba. ••~•~ ~he ~nJ.Eiaa~1o~ ot •h• ~n~~y. 
'lhL• ••• al.o ~lm aaN wL1:ib uny, oche" P•i:itutiont. 

11. t'MY •-,ii••••d...., 9•ati•••• tot.he 1eou~1•v COlaneil and ~ha 
leantuy-Genacal f~ ~ii' btenat £1& tbe •it\lat:iee in -r-n UIS tort.ha _..icn of McN~f.t.y Ci:Nno11 n■ol\lt.lan ta4 (1994), ai\d naHLnlltcl t.heh' 
aoadil::Mftl! •• the ,-vYidon• o! &11 •us ~f it■ opera'tive ,uavi:APII•• 

1,. ne soathel'a leaden attac,hecl ~u hL§IW•~ -1o,:1ty to th• obaaa:Yanoe of a 
e~in. tn thl• co=•nioa, Wlay .... 1eom.d tba deo1aHtioA of ~i-•• -­
by aau 1 a, •• c:=-aJl1Ga~■d. to th• ~evsitr counoil throuQb tu 8PN£.•.J. IDavoy, 
aA4 i•• prepa•al that a ai1Ltuy ob•en.,- team •hcNld •u~l•• •a ••••••ftn. 
S1~ the former MiU.iuy QNll&lli.a•icn •at.ahU■hd ■hO~ly bsfor• '-M O\ltl»:ea!t ~ 
tu ..-r J.n•1Hall •• •!.U,-ttbY at;ucW of ~Ila Ultit:ad a~•••• of ~ica, th• , .... 
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■ilita.ry attach• Pf the R\a8■1u hd••t1on and the milit"Y actacb• at r~o•, 
~F•Hnti.A9 the Sl&&'Opt-.a Vllicri, U UcU.ti.cm to npnaentat.iv•• of ~ lultanat• 
01 CIIMll and Josdan and IIOl:'thun ud IOlll:Mtlffl lliU.t•~ el.-.ita, J.~ WH na••··~, Oft that H■J:■, to IUJce .,..., &n'&nfllNAt• to 0J:'9&1lb• t:he IICUU,toJ:"iftQ 
or tn• 0111 .. nn .bf u f.ftte9rat.d ~- oapui.1 of mana9i.ng the ,a■:k and. 
GUn'il\9 it out. U\ ~ ~•t p,••ilile fll.!Uift. ~ obffrvatLoa, ••• ■hwl.d al■o 
1.nalute ~•Mntat.iftli of Mrioa, ~•Mia and the La&fU• o! Mab atat••• 
su!Hlaquantlr, conl\1ltation1 can i,a hald on. the ue•••U'Y u•Uf9116~t.• fo,: 
lial.,.ae to bagift i.twen tba partiff aon.aa.raed 11titho\t~' pNCMMU11°'16a■ oJ:> 
A .... &e.t.oa• . . . 

J.7. TMY ■trNHCI th• .tmpcm:uca ol 91.TJ.q uu-nt &ttenticn tc tu lluun1ttvi&n 
•■paat.. 

1e. th• 80lltbm:n 1•adu■ ■u;;aatad tu -=cinnniftO of a.a _,.;eney 1U1H$.AtJ of the 
••oui:ity eoanau 1'o adopt e1ata:rrant mea111n• aoai.mt the 8ana•a reo.tM. 

u. lfftl.1• at HuuUa, ~ IP11Gi•J. lm'oY mec w1.t·11 • 91'1iNP of political ~••d•r• 
NtftlHm'tinl al sioUtica1 panlH &ad •ariou• or9mu.z:atJ.oa.■ whg ~••nd 'theu 
a11ppc,rt for*• Ali.•• AJ.;..Bidh and tor ~he procl~icn•of the new state ma.s. ari 
22 K&f ,_,,... •- upnHM t.h• ho»t that .. .1.a,ematLonal reGGgtil't..wn WDV.ld N 
CJS'&l\tN t:o \bat ltaw. AU dacnanded. that 1.u NHa-fire be ob■arvad and 
monl.tond bf iftift'national uaenwa.ao that dLa:l.ogue, col.il,4 m~ betweea tha 
~- •Ld••• . 

?U, VZIWI O'I 'rD QZCIIIIOURDG l'l'Anl 

20. '1'1Mt 1,-cial ~ •1.o held t&lka with Pftrnlllm'l1: le&clNI i,n lff»t, Jotd&n, 
man, Qllt.U, laacH. Ardia D4 ~JS• Oftit.s .aru lairat... 'tu ••~U9 •••~•• 
were 11nan11Do1t• £.n Hituatiia; to tile 1pee1&1 b1'0Y ti. ex»d••icm of tu• clMp 
cono■rn awe u. cnirrant atate of affain ill TaMa. n., all ~•d pl'Ofcnand 
■er.row a~ tlla u&9i.a J.oa• of 1U•, tu nff•ttii,\f 6! t:ha people and ehe 
de1truct:icn et iafl'UUU~t:ure an.d_P,E'.i.vate ~ . JUl)llc~n.y oall•M bi, tu wu-. 
AU •~ANN that tbef liW no ·1aun,·ion of ·1ntutein;' ·u ~- internal affau• 
ef e.11•1.r naiQhhoara.. ~ ..,·,1ao -·idD·, 1~ e1aat···t.li•t ·tb'l• 'wa• a ••~ioa thn&t to 
,. • .,. Pd NOUritY 1ft tbe ~10a ~ tlt•k, ~tlv .. ~he oon~in.uat:io2' of th• 
flght.l.A9 WU no,: ~abla. lll ~ wue 1n IUJl'HIIIU'l ~Ila.~ political 
dlff•~•• OCN14 noc N H■olvtkl by fan=e end tbat it va■ u» to tfta ,-,1e of 
remea, u4 ~e ~.NII alcna, ~ cs.cide hew tl'lay llholald organb• their poU.t.!cal 
11&sun. 

~1. ,.,...... frm .ronan and Q&u.r •~• ,:.f ttt. vs... Iha~ 1-M •_..•....,.•lwi ot 
unity, in I COl'II cna wl11ch ;be ~nL1 WO\ll~ ava:••, would 1'e■t ■erv• tu 
lntereet, Qf ¥..ea, •• well •• F■Nne ~a aAd Hw.-1.ty in t:he re;ion. In 
1:h• othw naiQbbOQrino au.tea, all lhder■ nmi.J:Kl.t tb9 Special lnvoy that when 
unity vu --~.urvad Ntweeft th• two ,~i ., •••• , 1~ had been UG&ftimoully 
welcomed and ■uppo.i:t~ br all countrlff i.n tha N9ion. ~ r:eaff!.necl theb 
PG•1t.101l that it wa■ u.p w i:he ,_.nJ. paopl.e and theb lead•••• vJlo wan parU•• 
~ •h• aonfU.at, to 4-aiella ~ t:h-■•1Ytt•, thr-,h peac:•ful dialope, ~ 
~ would 1i•• in• unified stat• er ~M:u~ to the 1it1.1ation which ezi•t:ad 
prio.- ~o II Nay 1910, vh.an ~~ wes-9 ~WCI Ladepenc:t.at •tat.■, bo'ch ot! -4.ck v•e• , ... 
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W,Mr■ ot ~h• t1nUH Hat.Len■, the ZAll\lt ot A.tab it•t••, 1:he O.r9.nb&tion Of 
tu f■lamio conf-tnc:a Id ttM Xovamen, d loft•lli,aed eountr1••• · 

P, 06 

11. A11 Oovern1118nt■ ia ftaa· r•9£on •apr••Nct the hope ,hat~ two pan.t.a1 WO\&ld 
•pNdUy etOIDPi? with tu , provi1ion■ f)f seour-i~Y ceuneil r•■oluti•a '24 (1994) 
.an&t cooi,arat• witn ue Uft1t:ed Datiou to attas.n •n ·SomNLate caa■atiai, ef 
ll.Oa~iliti•• WlflM &deqll&e• =~ieel Ull tr.a .Naum dial.op•~ -

ff• IIUHMl'l'MUII 8ZtUAl'l011 

a.s. the a,ec111 Bnvoy u4 ,n ~•I'• or tba tact•UruU.n9 IU.ll■ion paid 
put.LcuJ.u- •~'=•nticm u, the ■ffN'ti ot th9 holltilltiea on tbe civilian 
pop.alat.Loa. ~t•lY after tha£s U'l"i'f'&l, tbar at witb the n»re••Ma~s.na 
ot all tu •paa~a,,■w -,.nc1e,, •• w.11 •• wLtb repra■ent•tLff• ot the 
:nte~tic;m•J. CVlllm.tt .. of .the 118d ~q••• Tha lplc.1.at anvoy 1110 raiaaa the 
i■■IZ• ckuril'Mt b.J..• cll•~••.ton• a: tlan• • a ud IC\llcalla. 

24. A't Sana•••• __..1" ,of :th• mia■Lon f~= the Dapaa:tme~t of HUzulnitar.t.an 
Affai~•, u, ••n- W.11, held ext•naive 4L•ou■■1o~• wlth ~•PJ:•Hntative• of 
goyerw.ata1 clttpUtant•, fanl.p -•Hie•, and Ln~1enal and 
noD-90ftnMl\1'&1 ol'gPiaa:t_ion:■ -tbac wtn diftot.1, oon~.s. He travelled to 
~•ia and L&h•j 1oveen=•t••· •• put o! tu %atu•Apuy A••••-n~ ML••lo~ thac 
tool& plaoe ,.- tJ tto 11 i71&ae · uo·,. t• emaplate Iii.• ·.nfU11&~ion, • wa• to fO 
1'0 Men to•••••• hwauiNl'ian nMd.a ·and to di.■cna1■ · the . ~uall situation vit'h. 
lead•.r• .f..n 'the IIN~h. llawevu, he ~ld "" do IO beo.u•• of the IIIO\ill'i~r 
lituat1cm in Ada. 

25. fh■ eopon of that. Int•••l;aney As•e■INdnt Jtu1ion 1• tM.r■!o~• in~l•t• 
•~ ~bi.■ at:ap. Bovavar, ii: 111011.ul•• a -11•iea ea tile ■U~ua~Lon l.n Aden ha■r! Oft. 
J.n.rmma.tion cb~a.11111d trcm united lfatimla ataff IUllll)Ar~ . WhO were evaeuatlld ti-eo1 
CU ei:ty Oft 11 JUn•· 1'MM n,on■ were ■upplementN by infom&C1cm NC■ifld 
f~ ■evual intana•t.oaal. celiet orcranLu,1on•• ne u■t J.mpcrtant. atmc:lu..ton 
of the 11iaaicm 1• 1;r..a1: a :M~or C:'9~.•~~ iaa4'l~t,., 11nl•.•!1. ;,a p:1U;1Lcal 110lut10a i■ 
taund or a\\ 1-Ht • oau~iu:■ b ,.put. ... ~ CQl'.Cil._,_-,, .. ~on .. ~ »oH.U,1•. 

t/, 'AfflJlffl 'l'O MPMGS A cau-rm 

••• A• 1Adieatacl earlier,-~• lpe•Lal lnvc1' at%•••• aveeywhu• ehe naeet•i~y 
DI .-aahin; an iaaedi&'I• "••••tiz•• Y•t, ••p1te th• aoo••na• by 1'"1:b ■ida• 
of ~ao1ut!an 934 C1t9t) and ■ix annaunoamantll that• 9eaaa-tire wu14 ccmie in~e 
!Oftle, fL9ht.L119 baa crontl.&Wad. 2:ndMd, i~ ha• Lnt-.nait!•il U"C11omd Ue,a, and, 
•~~-to-=-- report•, it hu •~to~•• th•~ had not b••n affec~•d up 
M t.• '1\iM 1tt• • 

1'7. Af•u i.-aae.i,r.t.n9 the 8pH.1.«l Bnvor oa t J\lne 1tt4, 
PrN.t.den~ .&1L ,Wallah la1eh announ•atl 1n IMi&'a i:h&t & g•••-!1~• would beccme 
effaci~i.ve •• ef UOO hni-■ loo.1 t.!M. llcMWal', within ~wr•, fiqhtin9 uurite4 
a1&1n, wLtll eaClla ■in aen■in; the qtbaJP cf n.t:utlsiv it. 

I ••• 
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31. TM oChH ■ide ,., .... t.ft1• fl'OpG■S.tion C1.\trivht, · 1n a ~u•a · 
•ulnJ.tted to ell• lpleial , SMDy ite .JNJc&Ua on :l2 .tune 1tH-, ~ -•• a 
aouate~al to the .affaot .•t • Joint. CCmmi■•ion tho\ald be to=-4 w1th all 
i;M -..bu• ot the f~ OiW, »lu1 atna: HpnHt\t&-tiva• fna Af,da&, Ali.a Md •b• Z..ap• ~ Mab ltata~• 

10, PnlUll\t ll1 lbd.allllb Sdth ~J\-nyad to -~• . &pel&l lavoy that ~ 
ps-opo•al IMda by~.._ ebar ■J.de ••• noc aociapt:able, !Hat: u • .u he WCN14 a,,. 
viUi119 to •cc• t.M pu"liGip&tion 9t the Mc-Yemeni. lllambul of tu olcl 
O;mah•Mm• •• woa1'1 ..- •~apt ~ &ddJ.tlc:in •f -t-WO , SIO&'II ~ft'l:l'i••• •~t• and 
a onn~ frfXI tile Ka;hntl - AlO-,da or .KOnccie; for •ample. .. . . . . 

31. WhU" 1:lle diat.anc. Mtw.lilll th•~- F8R-"• ,. •• ■t.t.11 oonddaJ:"U1•, CJlep 
&ppea&"ad te De enou;II C!QlmOll 9r01&11d to -uy to wotJt ouc a 0 ceaprami1e ~1; 'WO\tld 
•nn that a o••■-'"'Un WC\lld n,ez: · into feoe -&nd that• auuanL• wov.J.cl be 
.. t;Ul1alla&S tG ■t.abU.ue Olut dt111at"l\w af~•r l~t:ana&.v■ c:Oll•u1t.at.1on• • & 

Ne~l"ad vllit to latsa' ■, . i~wu a9f'Md t1'at ~be two•~• would ••nd amt.•ut.a 
u ~ Qe &pec:1a1 DYOJ' at C.L~ •= sics••ibl.r to IIIIHt :tae• to face to d!•c••• 
a c:teua .. tue and tha MOb&ni• to lwpm'Vi•• 1tt. • · 

32. 'fhe speobl ln"Y ,. ... L..,.11 t.u ~ •U..• ■uaa■■ively on 19 l7laM 1904. !'he 
Codl'l'lm8Dt in Sana'a had euU.v •\lqeated ti.at tblt Metizav •hould be betwean 
en eh~aa poUt~•l pan1•• ,ut ha4 been BIMbel'■ ot '" eo&lltion oove~• 
■Lftee th• gen•nl elec:cLaD• in 1993. A1e1tou9n Lt wa• mad• abaftdantlf o1•ar te 
~ .. th•• t.hl.■ ■u;f••ti .... WU l\Ot aoeeptul• to 1:118 othW •14•, tur ; 
nnanti.l•H ._. ~o ca,~ a de1"•~1an o-.poad ot the \\VO poU.t:.Loa1 ,ana.e• 
that wen ,t.111 i.n tM Govaffltlmll ef lua'a, tu .. neral Peopl••• Cil!l;r••• Md 
Cha , .. n Reton <koupi~. _con11..-nt1y, tun was M faee-to-faea Meting 
bllt. ... a th• \\.,. •£4••·· ·" · ·' ·. · · l ,, , ,,,. ·· ~ - . .-... . :.. : _; ' • 

•'"!! \ 9:"-, ,,. " 1 • • ·!··•· '.'· ··-·· .' . 

33. it ,a,oved •-zu•11Y impg■■ibt. to avne on• mae!laai• t;:o -»arvi■• tha 
eaaN•fLre, u ti. del•1•ticm fl'm Sana'a 1n11R4MI that any arr•nv-nt bu t.o 
i. 111'4• vi•hin a pufflY' intaia•r-11.1 na~J.enal oonbft. 

34. b H 4'11M 19tt, '"-U -=••n-OMual .... tTe«, ■IICMa•.t:vely, 
... AWal•ICaZ'ia Al•!~ ad Kc • .,.. ... Al-Attal. Re again ...... hi.a 
qozio•2!ii that the ceaN•fin c:allacl •~ 111 -1.'Molu~J.oa 924 (1994) wu ncn beLNJ 
.......... UM! that thll fi,JhtiDJ arqund Men~-•, La laci:, ~t:an•UL•d· aa ftt:)' 
•1tron•1y ug■d a'1 and to th• fi;hting aftCl the ouatton of• mechuin t• 
■11perviN the caaae-2?.bw •• a iar•1~• t.e tu fttt\\osptJ.ea of dia10984h 

,1. oa 2s .Nne 119.t, aana•a auoufftl '-hat• ...... ,ke would 'niter~ fore• 
•• of midntchi: :hat Nll8 d&t, Kl'. Al•Attu pal:111•he4 • commu~icp6 Lndicatint 
t.ba~ zu.• •ida wou.14 atop H.l'L~ U thll •~bu •.S.d• ,nuW do ~be ..... %1: wa• 
at■o aoread that an the foUOViat day, 2$ aune, prewLded th• aaaae•fire h•ld, 

/ ... 

I 

I 
I 

I 
.. .. 
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tu apec,ia1 &nvor WCiHl1d i-N\1119 fi■cv.11ion• witb the ivo 11da1, repn■ented ~Y 
Kr, Ali Al-I.ryanL &AC*· A1.;..At~a., •o ••k &9dlmaftt on ,- meohU1R ~o 
•upen1•• thtl cea•• ... f iN. vn,~uaat•J.y, onctt &11d.l\ ~ .oea•a-U.re did not holcl 
for Metre ~han a few houar•• 

Vl, OIIDVAflOlr8 

a,. z, ii• -~~u ot ■eriou■ concern thae almoa, four WNkll a:ftu ,11a adoption 
., ••o1\lt.ltm 924 (1994), fi9htlllq b&• * RO,,.d '" Y-ll and tut npe&~IICI 
oommi.taent• w tile -=....-fin havw ilH .._ ~uecl. 

17, Zt ii particululy .,.r4■oma ~bat tbe inba!Ji-uta of th• oLty of Aden 
ccmt1nue to le ■u,•crl.N to ao much ■uffwi119. !UHCI, fi9hting hat L11ten■Lf.t.ad 
tn the oou.eM of 1:h• la•t fw daya and .~be number ot .c••~•lcLM ha• ri•en 
c1raa•1ci111y. -iu~• i• no •l~ie11£r -■11 of~~ time in moat part■ of th• 
eJ.ty 111d -the •boffap of watu i.• HIPUN■• lloap.lt&1a .laek 1,nb 19q\1£.r-erat •nd 
IINi.c.:aJ. 1upp11•• to eopa with the aituation. ~II• International ComL't~N ot the 
a.s eroe1 and Ln~••Lonai aid ••1a1u.sa-cLona find it mo~• ue aa1• tU.ff.t.a11lt cv 
car~ on wJ.t:b ~heir &dlairabl• wo~k. · · · ·. 

JI. Very 11tt1• L• knO\ffl. llbollt .t1thtint •118Wlien in thlt van tarr1~.r:y. au, 
thil t.■ • nal var, w.11:h aJ.1 il\e tin c:onaeqguau c,f wu ...,,.,ll•r•s hWHft 
ouua1ti■1, aufter1n9 of £MOOen~ people ud da•tnet1on of infraat~uet-ure and 
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NATIONS 

Security Council 

s 
Distr. 
GENERA!. 

S/RES/866 (1993) 
22 September 1993 

RESOLUTION 866 (1993) 

Adopted oy the Seouritv council at its 3281st meeting, 
· Qn 22 September 1993 

The Security council, 

Recalling its resolutions 813 (1993) of 26 March 1~93 and 856 (i993) of 
10 August 1993, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General (S/26422 and Add.l) 
dated 9 September 1993 on the proposed establishment of the United Nations 
Observer Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL), 

Noting that the Peace.Agreement signed 0y ,the three Liberian parties in 
Cotonou on 25 July 1993 calls on the United Nationa and the Military Observer 
Group (ECOMOG) of the Economic community of West African States (ECOW~S) tc . .-
assist in the implementation of the Agreement, 

Emphasizing as noted in the Secretary-General's report of 4 August 1993 
(S/26200), that the Peace Agreement assigns ECOMOG the pril'nary responsibility of 
$upervising the implementation of the military provisions of the Agreement and 
envisages tha.t the United Nations role shall ·be to monitor and verify this 
proeess, 

Noting that this would be the firet peace-keeping mission undertaken by the 
United Nations in cooperation with~ peace-keeping mission already set up by 
another organ~zation, in this ease ECOWAS, 

Recognizing that United Nations involvement would eontribu~e significantly 
to the effective implementation of the Peace Agreement and would .erve to 
underline the international community ' s commitment to conflict resolution in 
Lil:ieria., 

Commending ECOWAS for its continuing efforts to restore peace, security and 
stability in Li~eria, 

£ommending also the efforts of the Organization of African Unity in support 
of the peace process in Liberia, 

93- 51389 (E ) I ... 
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(d) To assist, as app~cp~iate, in the coordination of humanitarian 
assistance activities in the field in conjunction with the existing United 
Nations humanitarian relief operation; 

(e) To develop a plan and assess financial requirements for the 
demobilization of combatants; 

{f) To report on any major violations of international humanitarian law ta 
the secretary-General; 

{g) To train ECOMOO engineers in mine clearance and, in cooperation with 
ECOMOG, coordinate the identification of mines and assist in the clearance of 
mines and unexploded oombs; 

(h) Without participation in enforcement operations, to coo~dinate with 
ECOMOG in the discharge of ECOMOG's separate responsibilities both formally, 
through the Violations Committee, and informally; 

4, Welcomes the Secretary-General's intention to conclude wi~h the 
Chairman of ECOWAS an agreement defining, before deployment of UNOMIL, the roles 
and responsibilities of UNOMIL and ECOWAS in the .implementation of the Peace 
Ag~eement, in accordance with the concept of operations outlined in Chapter IV 
of the Secretary-General's report (S/26422), and request$ the Secretary-General 
to keep the Council informed on the progres$ and outcome of the negotiations 
leading thereto; 

5, Encourage§ African Stntes to provide . the additional troops requested 
from them by ECOWAS for ~COMOG; 

6, w~'lcomes the steps taken b¥ the Secretary.-General to es1:a.blish a Trust 
Fund, whieh would facilitate the sending of reinforcements by African States to 
tCOMOG, assist in supporting troops of participating ECOMOG countries and also 
assist in mine-clearing, humanitarian and development activities, as well a.s the 
electoral process, and calls on Member States to support the peace proceas in 
Liberia by contributing to the Trust Fund; 

7, Urges ·-the 'J:.ibe:d.an parties to commence the encampment, disarmament and 
demobilization process without delay; 

8. Welcomes the decision to establish the tran$itional government and 
urges alee the Liberian parties to begin the exercise of that government's 
responsibilities concomitantly with the proeess described in paragraph 7 acove 
and consistent with the Peace Agreement; 

9. Calls on the tran~itional government to conclude expeditiously, and no 
later than 60 days after its installation, a Status of Mission Agreement with 
the United Nations to facilitate the full deployment of UNOMIL; 

10. Uroes the Liberian parties to finalize the composition of the 
Elections commission so that it can promptly unctertake the necessary 
preparation$ for legislati ve and presidential elections by March 1994, at the 
latest, in accordance with the t i metable foregcen in the Peace Agreement; 

I . .. 
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11. Calls on the Liberian parties to coopera~e fully in the safe delivery 
of humanitarian assistance to all parts of the country by the most direct 
routes, in acccrdanee with the P@ace Agreement; 

12 . Welcomes ECOMOG's stated commitment to ensure the safety of UNOMIL 
observers and civilian ~taff and urges the Liberian parties to take all 
necessary measures to ensure the security and safety of UNOMIL personnel, as 
well as of the personnel involved in relief operations, and strictly to abide by 
applicable rules of international humanitarian law; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit progress reports to the 
Council .on the implementation of the present resolution by 16 Oecernber 1993 and 
by 16 February 1994; 

14. oecide9 to remain actively seized of the matter. 
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05-1 1- 1994 12 : 18PM FROM 

C 
American Mu!Jllm ~puncll 

May 9 . 1994 

VIA FA..X: 456-6218 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1800 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D . C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

TO 3951177 P.04 

-r Y~ 
'I\W:::. 

National Association of Arab Americans 

On behalf of the American Muslim Council (AMC) and the National 
Association of Arab Americans (NAAA). we are writing to express deep 
concern about the Violence in the Republic of Yemen that appears to have 
escalated into full scale civt war. We are certain that \Ve share with you 
a n urgent desire to end this t ragic conflict before it results in the 
permanent dissolution of the Republic. 

We urge you to use your good offices , in conjunction ,.vi.th the League of 
Arab States, to effect an immediate ceasefire in Yemen. We believe that it 
is Vital that talks between the parties be initiated as soon as possible so 
that a process of r econciliation can begin and an end to the conflict can 
be achieved through peaceful means. 

The current fighting is a serious humanitarian issue which must be 
addressed at once. We are given to understand that as many as 12,000 
people h ave already been killed or injured in the conflict. In light of this 
tragic toll, we u rge you also to do all in your power to meet the pressing 
needs of the Yemeni civilian population through diplomatic means and by 
providing emergency food, water , and medical supplies . 

We thank you for considering these urgent requests. 

Sincerely. 

JA _. _~-f 
~ eo~ 
Khalil E. Jahshan 
Executive Director 
NAM 
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Statem.ent on Yem.en 
May 11. 1994 

As representatives of Arab-American and Muslim-Amen.can organizations 
in the United States. we are deeply distressed and concerned about the 
ongoing violence in Yemen that could escalate into a full-scale civil war. 
Since May 22, 1990. Americans have taken great pride in the significant 
strides achieved by Yemen toward unity and democracy. Therefore, in an 
effort to s top the bloodshed and restore Yemen to the democratic track 
on which it has embarked, we call upon all parties to: 

1. Effect an immediate cessation to all hostilities in Yemen 

2. Seek a negotiated political solution through a national dialogue 
aimed at reconc111atlon and the safeguarding of Yemeni unity and 
democracy. 

We appeal to all members of the Arab-American community. particularly 
the American-Yemeni community, to remain u n ited b ehind th ese 
objectives and to mobilize their resources in support of the humanitarian 
needs created by the unfortu nate hostilities in Yemen. 

KbaJfJ E. Jahshan 
National Association of Arab Amertcans 

Ahmad Bahabib 
American-Yemeni Friendship Association 

Jim Zogby 
Arab Amertcan Institute 

Abdurahman Alamoudi 
American Muslim Cou ncil 

Abdulwahab Alkebsi 
Union of Supportive Shurts ts 
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Vice President Gore met today with Yemeni Vice President Al ­
Bidh to discuss issues of mutual concern including improving 
bilateral relations between t he United States and Yemen . Vice 
President Al-Bidh also met with members of the National Security 
Council including Special Assistant to the President for Near 
East and South Asia Affairs Dr. Martin Indyk. 
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GCC Foreign Ministers Hold Meeting in Riyadh 

Bahrain Foreign Minister Gives Address 
LDJ903/32295 Riyadh SPA in Arabic IJl 7 GMT 
19 Mar 95 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Riyadh , 19 March SPA-The 
proceedings of the 54th session meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] began 
at the GCC Secretariat in Riyadh at noon today. The 
meeting is chaired by Bahraini Foreign Minister Shaykh 
Muhammad Bin-Mubarak Al Khalifah. 

At the beginning of the opening session , Shaykh 
Muhammad Bin-Mubarak Al Khalifah gave a statement 
in which he said: Greetings to you all. In the name of 
God and with guidance, I open the first session of our 
54th meeting that is taking place today in the aftermath 
of the latest summit meeting of their majesties and 
highnesses the GCC leaders at Manama last year. [pas­
sage omitted] 

At the political level, Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Mubarak 
Al Khalifah said in his statement: We would like to 
reiterate the firm position of the GCC members on the 
need for Iraq to comply with the UN Security Council 
resolutions pertinent to state of Kuwait, and their sup­
port for the sisterly United Arab Emirates [UAE] in its 
dispute with the Islamic Republic of Iran over the three 
Islands, Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Musa Island, 
which belong the U AE. 

Concerning a just and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East region, we would to reiterate our call on the 
need to make substantive progress in the Syrian-Israeli 
and the Lebanese-Israeli tracks, and the withdrawal of 
Israel from all occupied Arab territories, including holy 
Jerusalem. 

He added: I would like to express here my happiness 
with our meeting with Mr. Warren Christopher in 
Jeddah on 12 March, and its positive outcome on our 
bilateral relations and other aspects of coordination and 
cooperation between the United States and the GCC 
members, as well as the progress of the Middle East 
process. [passage omitted] 

Afterward, the session was held behind closed doors. 

Release of U.S. Citizens in Iraq Urged 
LD/903155195 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1503 GMT 
19 Mar 95 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Riyadh, 19 Mar-Shaykh 
Muhammad Bin-Mubarak Al Khalifah , the Bahraini 
foreign minister and current chairman oft he Gulf Coop­
eration Council's [GCC] Ministerial Council , has urged 
Iraq to hand over the two American citizens whom it has 
detained for days. 

In reply to a journalists' question after the first meeting 
of the GCC foreign ministers ended, the Bahraini foreign 

minister said: The issue is clear; Iraq must return the two 
men who have entered its territory by mistake. 

In a gesture to an Iraqi intimation on its intention not to 
release the two Americans it is detaining before the 
economic sanctions imposed on it are liftted, Shaykh 
Muhammad called for the issue not to be stepped up. 
[passage omitted] 

The current chairman refused to answer a question on 
whether the ministers had discussed the border dispute 
between Qatar and Bahrain, he said: This is among the 
political issues on the council's agenda. 

[Words indistinct] during this evening's meeting, which 
is expected to be the final meeting, and after which a 
final statement will be released on the current session's 
meetings. 

On the most important political issues discussed by the 
ministers, the Bahraini minister said: They were about 
Iraq and the Middle East. However, he did not give 
details about the issues, pointing out that the final 
statement, which was expected to be released this 
evening, will contain the details. 

Statement Issued at Final Session 
3160895 Riyadh Saudi Arabian Kingdom Radio 
k in Arabic I 135 GMT 20 Mar 95 

["Text" of GCC statement issued at final session of 54th 
ordinary meeting of the Ministerial Council at the 
Riyadh General Secretariat on 20 March] 

[FBIS Translated Text] The ministerial council held its 
54th ordinary meeting at the General Secretariat in 
Riy~dh on 19 and 20 March 1995. The meeting was 
chatred by Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Mubarak Al Khali­
fah , foreign minister of the State of Bahrain and 
chairman of the current session of the Ministerial 
Council. It was attended by: Rashid Abdallah al­
Nu 'aymi, foreign minister of the United Arab Emirates· 
Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal, foreign minister of the Kingdo~ 
of Saudi Arabia; Yusuf Bin al-Alawi Bin Abdallah 
minister of state for foreign affairs of the Sultanate of 
Om~n; Hamid Bin Jasim Bin Jabr Al Thani, foreign 
mm1ster of the State of Qatar; Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad 
Jabir al-Sabah , first deputy foreign minister and foreign 
mm1ster of the State of Kuwait . 

Starting from what the higher council stressed in its 15th 
session held in the state of Bahrain 19-21 December 
1994 to renew the determination on pushing the blessed 
steps on the march of cooperation in the various fields 
and toward broader dimensions, and to hammer down 
all obstacles in their path, the Council appraised itself of 
the steps which were taken within the framework of 
implementing the decisions of the Higher Council 
stressing its keen interest in putting those decisions int~ 
practice to achieve the aspired-for objectives. 
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The Ministerial Council welcomed the initiative of the 
state of Qatar expressed by the heir apparent of the state of 
Qatar at the meeting of the Qatari Council of ministers on 
the 15 February 1995 and the welcome expressed by the 
heir apparent of the state of Bahrain of this initiative to 
find a brotherly solution that will preserve the bonds of 
amity and links of brotherhood between them through the 
continued mediation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
the good offices extended by King Fahd bin-'Abd-al-'Aziz, 
the custodian of the two holy mosques. 

The Ministerial Council also welcomed the resolution of 
the GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] Higher Council at 
its recent meeting in the state of Bahrain which urges to 
double the efforts during the coming period to resolve 
bilateral problems pending between the member states 
before holding the 16th session of the Higher Council in 
Muscat. 

The Ministerial Council expressed its welcome at the 
understanding memorandum reached between the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Yemeni Republic in 
Mecca on the 27th of blessed Ramadan for its positive 
consequences on the brotherly relations existing between 
the two sisterly countries and the countries of the region 
and on consolidating security and stability. 

On the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Arab 
League, it pleases the Ministerial Council to express its 
aspiration that this occasion be the beginning of a new 
era in inter-Arab relations, where the Arab nation finds 
the Arab League strong through respect for sovereignty 
and independence of all member states and the serious 
adherence to the Arab League charter and the charter of 
the United Nations and other international conventions 
and the mobilization of the Arab nation's potentials for 
progress, stability, development , and prosperity. 

The Council also discussed the question of Iraq's imple­
mentation of the Security Council resolution relating to 
its aggression against the state of Kuwait, taking note of 
the resolutions of the Higher Council at its 15th session 
held in the state of Bahrain, which emphasized that 
Iraq's full implementation of all relevant resolutions of 
the Security Council constitutes a fundamental element 
in proving its peaceful intentions toward the state of 
Kuwait and the neighboring states and a beginning to the 
consolidation of security and stability in the region. 

In this context, the Council reaffirms its demand that 
Iraq complete its implementation of the international 
legality resolutions pertaining to its aggression and the 
clauses of Resolution 687, particularly those concerning 
the release of the prisoners and detainees, both Kuwaitis 
and nationals of other states. The demand is also that 
Iraq give back properties and refrain from committing 
any aggressive and provocative act, in compliance with 
Resolution No. 949. 

The GCC Ministerial Council appreciates the positive 
positions of the UN Security Council member states, 

aimed at securing full implementation of the interna­
tional legality resolutions, as a contribution on their part 
to entrenching firm foundations for regional and inter­
national security and stability. The Council reaffirms its 
full eagerness that Iraq maintain its unity, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity, and it expresses sympathy 
toward the fraternal people of Iraq in its trials and 
sufferings, for which the Iraqi Government bears full 
responsibility as a result of its rejection of UN Security 
Council Resolutions 706 and 712, which deal with Iraq's 
needs in food and medicine. 

The Ministerial Council examined the development of 
relations between the GCC member countries and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the issue of its occupation 
of the three islands: the Greater Tunb, the Lesser Tunb, 
and Abu Musa, which belong to the UAE. In this respect, 
the Council brings back to mind in particular the 
emphasis put by the Higher Council last summit on the 
position of the GCC member countries calling for pre­
serving the security and stability of the region, and laying 
down natural neighborly relations based on mutual 
respect and noninterference in others' domestic affairs, 
and also for shunning the use of force, the threat to use 
force, and resolving differences by peaceful means. 

The Council expressed its deep regrets that the Islamic 
Republic of Iraq did not respond to the repeated calls by 
the UAE to arrive at a solution to this problem by 
peaceful means. It expressed concern that the Iranian 
Government had taken measures aimed at entrenching 
its occupation of the three islands in contravention of 
international law, the Islamic Conference charter, good 
neighborliness principles, and respect for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the states of the region. 

The Council reiterates its firm position supporting and 
backing the position of the UAE and affirming its 
sovereignty on its three islands: the Greater Tunb, the 
Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa. The Council also reaffirms 
its absolute support for all the peaceful measures and 
means taken by the UAE to recover its sovereignty over 
its three islands, and it urges Iran to agree to the referral 
of the dispute to the International Court of Justice. 

The Council discussed the latest developments of all the 
aspects of the peace process in the Middle East, and 
stressed that a just and comprehensive peace must be 
based on UN Security Council Resolutions 242, 338, 
425 , the Land for Peace principle, and on a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Arab occupied territories, including 
holy Jerusalem, and the retri eval by the Palestinian 
people of its legitimate rights. 

The council, while noting with satisfaction the lessening 
of tensions which has been achieved by the peace process 
since it was launched at the Madrid Conference in 199 1, 
at the same time expresses its concern over Israel's delay 
in implementing the Palestinian-Israeli agreement and 
the fact that it is continuing to change the demographic 
and legal position of the holy city of Jerusalem . 
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The Council also expresses its anxiety over the failure to 
achieve progress on the Syrian-Israeli and Lebanese­
Israeli tracks, and in this respect it renews its support for 
the just demand of the Syrian Arab Republic and the 
Republic of Lebanon and its great appreciation for their 
stances and serious efforts to make the peace process 
successful. 

The Council hails the continuous efforts which the 
United States is exerting to remove the obstacles which 
are obstructing the peace process and to activate the 
peace process in the Middle East. 

Proceeding from the deep-seated conviction that a just and 
comprehensive peace must be achieved for the equal and 
parallel security of all parties, and endeavoring to make the 
Middle East a region free from all weapons of mass 
destruction , the Ministerial Council calls on Israel to join 
the nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and to place all its 
nuclear installations under the system of safeguards 
belonging to the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

The Ministerial Council discussed the deteriorating 
security situation and the increasing human suffering in 
the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina in the light of the 
Serbs' continued criminal aggression and their rejection 
of the peace plan. The Council condemns the Serbs for 
their aggressive acts, their challenge to Security Council 
resolutions, and their intransigence toward efforts to 
bring peace to Bosnia-Herzegovina, and again calls on 
the Security Council to take all measures to guarantee 
that the Serbs comply with the relevant resolutions, 
reinforce the international protection of the United 
Nations, provide effective protection in the safe areas, 
and extend them to cover all Bosnian territory, and 
enable the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina to exercise 
its inalienable, legitimate right to self-defense in accor­
dance with Article 51 of the UN Charter. 

The Ministerial Council called for stopping the blood 
hemorrhage of the Chechen people and expressed its 
deep regret over the continued bloodletting. It called on 
the disputing parties to solve their problems by means of 
dialogue and negotiations. 

The Ministerial Council also reviewed the situation in 
Somalia and Afghanistan and called on the disputing 
parties to enter a serious dialogue to solve their differ­
ences and realize national reconciliation, preserve the 
unity of their peoples and the territorial integrity of their 
countries. 

The Council also discussed a number of ministerial 
committees' minutes in the fields of finance, economics, 
agriculture, petroleum, post, telephone and telegraph, 
which were held earlier, and approved them, stressing 
the importance that the finance ministers complete their 
discussion on the unification of tariffs vis-a-vis the 
outside world in line with the resolution of the Higher 
Council at its 15th session in Bahrain. 

The Council also endorsed the decision of the financial 
and economic cooperation committee that certifying the 

certificates of origin and the accompanied bills as well as 
the certificates of the home produced food stufTusability 
by the embassies, delegations, and consulates in the 
Council member states were unnecessary, stressing to the 
competent authorities to apply that strictly. 

In the field of post and communications, the Council 
agreed on adopting the memorandum of understanding 
on the special postal service and other resolutions con­
cerning the charges on telephone calls and to represent 
the council's states in the board of directors of the 
company set up by INMARSAT Organization . 

In the framework of economic relations between the GCC 
members states and the other states and international 
economic groups, the Council reviewed the results of the 
meeting held between the GCC member states and the 
Japanese Government last January. It expressed satisfac­
tion over the results of this meeting, hoping that this would 
contribute to a rise in Japanese investments in the GCC 
states. The Council also reviewed the results of the 6th 
meeting of the joint cooperation committee between the 
GCC member states and the European Union in Brussels 
on 7 March 1995. While noting the amendments intro­
duced by the European Union to the system of dealing 
privileges from the beginning of 1995 which will adversely 
affect the Gulf exports to the European market , a matter 
that does not concur with the commitments of the Euro­
pean side according to the cooperation treaty signed 
between the two sides, the Council invites the European 
Union to look into trade measures liable to ensure that 
GCC exports continue to benefit from trade privileges in 
entering the European market. The Council also looks 
forward optimistically to the joint ministerial meeting 
between the two groups due to be held next May. The 
Council hopes that this meeting will give momentum to 
economic cooperation between the two groups toward 
wider domains, a matter that would bolster trade and 
investment between the two groups. 

The Council was informed of the results of the dialogue 
held between the GCC member states and the U.S. 
Government on 9 and 10 March 1995. The Council 
decided to call for the convening of a meeting of the 
GCC ministers of foreign affairs, finance, and oil in 
order to examine the economic relations between the 
GCC states and the other states and economic groups. 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Their royal highnesses and excel­
lencies the foreign affairs minister of the GCC [Gulf 
Cooperation Council] countries concluded last night the 
proceedings of the second working meeting of their 54th 
session, which started yesterday morning at the head­
quarters of general secretariat of the GCC countries in 
Riyad}). 

Following the meeting, His Excellency Muhammad Bin­
Mubarak Bin-Hamid Al Khalifah, foreign affairs min­
ister of the State of Bahrain and chairman of the current 
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