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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/ S 9 502500 

United States Depart ment of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Febr uary 13, 1995 

Mr. Andrew D. S ens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from Pr eside nt Al i Abdallah Salih of Yemen 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on February 13, 1995 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

·(/2,.' _ hief, S/S-IRM/RMD 
Information Resources Management Section 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991 
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personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
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personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOlAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOlAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SlJB,JECTrrITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

005d. talking 
points 

Points to be Made for Meeting with Prince Bandar (I page) 07/00/ 1994 PI /b( I) 

COLLECTlON: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Near East and South Asian Affairs (Grummon, Stephen) 
OA/Box Number: 726 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Yemen [I] 

2011-0282-F 

ke3435 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 lJ .S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Secu rity Classified Information j(a)(l) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
1'3 Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(3) of the PRA( 
P4 Release would di sclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would di sclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors ja)(S) of the PRAI 
1'6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor' s deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 U.S.C. 552(b)I 

b(I) National security classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(3) of the FOlAI 
b(4) Release would di sclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would di sc lose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysica l information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 



Press Statement 

The President met with Saudi Prince Bandar in Naples to discuss the situation in Yemen. The 
President reiterated our concern for the humanitarian situation and told Prince Bandar that the 
United States will be following the actions of the government in Sanaa closely. He expressed his 
concern that the government in -Sanaa move quickly to restore a credible process of political 
reconciliation in Yemen. President Clinton called on President Saleh to reassure Yemen's 
neighbors of its peaceful intentions. He pledged to work closely with Saudi Arabia and the 
regional states to resolve the Yemen crisis, and reaffirmed his commitment to the security of 
Saudi Arabia and the stability of the Gulf region. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

August 11, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: ELLEN~ 

SUBJECT: Comments on Saudi-Yemen Op-Ed 

NON-LOG 

You asked for our comments on the New York Times Op-Ed on the Saudi-Yemen imbroglio. 
We take no issue with Killion's characterization of Saudi policy towards Yemen. It is true that 
Saudi animus towards its southern neighbor has worsened since the Gulf war, and there is 
considerable evidence that the Saudis were the principal instigators of the southern secession 
movement. 

Killion overstates the robustness of Yemen's fledgling democracy. The two parties that united 
and democratized from 1990 to 1993 in fact failed to build genuine democratic institutions, and 
the party leaders were trying to play by old rules. Those tensions led to the breakdown of 
powersharing and the fighting of recent months. 

Killion also misrepresents U.S. policy. We were quite supportive of the 1993 elections and, 
during the mini-war, tried to balance our dominant interest in the stability and security of Saudi 
Arabia with our admittedly lower-order interests in Yemen. Democracy was not the defining 
issue of that war. 

(b)(6) 

Attachment 
Tab A Op-Ed by David Killion 

[0 14 ] 
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Saudi 
Meddlers 
In Yemen 

1 
By David Killion 

WASHINGTON 

A
ment when the hoary 
political axioms of 
Middle Eastern poll- ( 
tics are being junked, '· t 
another - the United ""· · 
States-Saudi Arabian :',.. 

strategic relationship - needs to be .1., 

reviewed. . ,.-. · . 
ln meddling ln Yemen's tw~month \ ·~ 

civil war, the neighboring Saudis ~ .... ..,,_._._ 
worked against the Clinton Adminis­
tration's "enlargement" doctrine, 
which seeks to expand democracy 
around the world. 

in any case; saudl Arabia lost wh!'!n 
the military forces of the democrati­
cally oriented Government of Yemen 
seized Aden on July 7, defeating the 
secessionist south. 

In attempting to guarantee the 
breakup of Yemen by supporting the 
breakaway, the Saudis were settling 
an old score, for Yemen supported 
Iraq In the. Persian Gulf war. But the 
main reason to try to bring the Yemen 
Government down was the political 
and economic threat that a unified 
and democratic Yemen posed. 

Although Israel has long been the 
only democracy ln the Middle East 
and Is now tolerated by Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen emerged ln 1991 ·as the sole 
pluralist Arab democracy. This 
makes Yemen a powerful Inspiration 
for lslamlc and non-Islamic groups in 
other Arab states that yearn to de• 
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chles, Including Oman. where IOUth- c1!~:::~j~~r!':~~~~~ :~tro~~ 
em rebels fled, fear that Yemen could the action a month later. The couple 
unleash an unstoppable trend toward have three children. Mr. Cisneros 
multlparty systems. Underground said his Involvement with Ms Medlar 
cassettes of Yemen's vlaorous parlla• was "a serious long-term rel~tlonshlp 
mentary debates and Ill myriad op- and required the most profound of 
position newspapers have been clrcu- personal reflection" over whether to 
lated In saudl .cltJes. remain In his marrlaae. "I concluded 

This bas been partJcularly threat• that the best course was to 1tand by 
enlng to the 5audl monarchy, which my family," he added. 
faces expanding criticism at home. • For the first time, organized opposi-
tion to the royal family's repression. Who would have expected BILL 
greed arid mtsmanaaement · of the MURRAY to speak at a meeting titled. 
economy has arisen. Last winter, "The International Conference on 
SuMl clerics, Shlltes, women's Sturgeon Biodiversity and Conserva- · 
groups and Western-educated llber• tJon"? 
als formed the Committee for the But there the comedian was at the 
Defense of Legitimate Rights. Within American Museum of Natural Hist~ 
days, It was accused of being the ry In New York on Thursday evening, 
nucleus of a pollUcal party - forbid- expounding on the sturgeon and other 
den In Saudi Arabia - and disbanded matters before 200 scientists who had 
by the royal family. gathered for two days of scholarly de-

This growing dissent Inspired · the liberations on how to halt the global 
royals to try to undermine Yemen's decline of the giant fish. The confer­
democratic experlmenL • ence, which ends today, was organ-

After the war broke out on May 4, lzed by the Hudson River Foundation. 
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be channeling substantial financial "Some of you are saying, 'What Is 
suppon to an anti-democratic, funda- he doing here?,' "he said. His expla­
mentalllt wing of Yemen"s Islamic nation was that he lives on the Hud­
polltJcal party, al-Isiah. The 5audls 10n River, which Is home to sturgeon. 
have also tried to organize northern Acknowledging the credentials of 
tribal leaders to resist control by the his audience, he asked : "How many 
central Government. of you are marine biologists? How 

The Saudis are also fright~ned by many are lchthyologisls? How many 
Yemen's economic potential. Unlflca- are systemalists? How mani believe 
tJon and democratlzatJon have that the sturgeon Is kosher? 

But he left no doubt of his commit• 
opened the door to greater deYe~ ment to sturgeon. He crumpled up a 
menL Dozens of oil companies under• check and threw It at KATHRYN BIR• 
took explorations In Yemen In the STEIN, the wife of Dr. Vadlm Blrsteln, 
wake of the merger; they are repon- a geneticist and a champion of stur­
edly looking for oil reserves that geons In Russia. It was a signed blank 
match the scale of 5audl Arabia's. check. NADINE BROZAti 

With a population of 13 million - -
mocralize, and causes the repressl~e 
Saudi regime to feel partlculariy 
threatened. 

Yemen unified In 1990 after the col• 
lapse of the Soviet Union. Once It lost 
Soviet foreign aid, the former South· 
em Yemen Socialist Republic of Pres-

The monarchy 
tried to sink 
democracy. 

larger but much poorer than 5audl political system that Includes mlnot­
Arabla's 8 million to 10 million - ltJes, women and religious parties. 
Yemen could challenge 5audl doml• The Clinton Administration has 
nance on the peninsula If It reached done nothing to support this crucial 
Its full economic potential. democratic experlmenL Instead, It 

The Saudis maintain that the oU has Increased America's strategic 
exploration Is taking place In dlsput- and economic dependence on the Sau• 
ed territory. Yemen says that It owns di regime, which was especially ident All saum al-Bldh's Socialist 

Party was forced Into the union. 
In the north, popular discontent /' . . 

iWlth the corrupt and Incompetent rule I t)te ~,~~!~! ~ ... p~l : ~ : iaiid ~"ivu• 
tQl i"resldeni. All Abdullah Saieh's Peo-unds ot independent candidates en­
-f_le's General Congress motivated the tered the race. The Issues were wlde­
u0vernment to consent to the merger. ly covered In more than 100 Yemeni 
The leaders of the two former re- newspapers and magazines. 
glmes created a coalition Govern- The elections were not only Yem­
ment with Mr. 5aleh as President and en's first multlpany political contest 
fdr, Bldh as Vice President. but the first ever on the Arabian 

The Yemenis were promised an Peninsula and the first In which wom­
open political system and a free press, en could participate. 
and the coalition Government dellv- By contrast, Saudi Arabia, ruled by 
ered. More than 40 parties contested a large absolutist royal family, per-

David Killion Is a docloral candidate 
in International relations theory at 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles. 

mits no elections, women's rights or 
freedom of the press; Its monarch 
was even reluctan1 to convene a pow­
erless "consultative council." 

The gulf's conservative monar• 

the territory . . In 1992, the 5audls d th 
warned International oil companies strong urtng e war against Iraq In 
ihat they considered prospecting for I99i., woughi to recover Kuwait, which 
oll In a large but Ill-defined area on Iraq seized In 1990. 
the saudl-Yemenl border a threat to Yemen's model for participatory 
their sovereignty. Several companies democracy In an Arab nation sets an 
suspended or ended their activity. Important precedent. If preserved, It 
But the Hunt on Company politely could contribute to the long-term sta­
rejected the warning; afterward, Its blllty of the region. But If democratic 
oil and gas recovery station near 10lutlons are not developed for the 
Marlb was bombed by the saudl-sup- expression of popular discontent ln 
ported southern secessionist forces. the region, all political dissent Is II e-

Throughout the Arab world, polltl- ly to be anneled In the dtrecr • 
. cal leaden are struggling to recon- fundamentalist revolutions. 

cile the growth of political Islam and To neutra lize this pos• ' 
popular pressure for participation in U.S. needs to press I 
state affairs. But the Yemeni leader- regl n - Saudi Ar 1 

lhlp Is the only one that has respond- nd E 
ed to popular ~reuure by u I a CJ 

I -
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