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United States I)cpartnlent of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 13, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Andrew D, Sens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council Staff
The White House

SUB. IT: Alerting NSCS on Presidential
Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a :2tter to President Clinton
from President Ali Abdallah Salih of Yemen
which is transmitted for your infor ition.

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources
M : Section of the _xecutive 2cretariat on February 13, 1995
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.
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Press Statement

The President met with Saudi Prince Bandar in Naples to discuss the situation in Yemen. The
President reiterated our concern for the humanitarian situation and told Prince Bandar that the
United States will be following the actions of the government in Sanaa closely. He expressed his
concern that the government in-Sanaa move quickly to restore a credible process of political
reconciliation in Yemen. President Clinton called on President Saleh to reassure Yemen'’s
neighbors of its peaceful intentions. He pledged to work closely with Saudi Arabia and the
regional states to resolve the Yemen crisis, and reaffirmed his commitment to the security of
Saudi Arabia and the stability of the Gulf region.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

JRMATION
I...MORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE
FROM: ELLEN

SUBJECT: Comments on Saudi-Yemen Op-Ed

You asked for our comments on the New York Times Op-Ed on the Saudi-Yemen imbroglio.
We take no issue with Killion’s characterization of Saudi policy towards Yemen. It is true that
Saudi animus towards its southern neighbor has worsened since the Gulf war, and there is
considerable evidence that the Saudis were the principal instigators of the southern secession
movement.

Killion overstates the robustness of Yemen'’s fledgling democracy. The two parties that united
and democratized from 1990 to 1993 in fact failed to build genuine democratic institutions, and
the party leaders were trying to play by old rules. Those tensions led to the breakdown of
powersharing and the fighting of recent months.

Killion also misrepresents U.S. policy. We were quite supportive of the 1993 elections and,
during the mini-war, tried to balance our dominant interest in the stability and security of Saudi
Arabia with our admittedly lower-order interests in Yemen. Democracy was not the defining
issue of that war.

Attachment
Tab A Op-Ed by David Killion

J
August 11, 1994 %

[(014]

















