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DLC 1998 Annual Conference 
Schedule of Evenla* 

Xl+rndaN, December M. lM 

10=00 a.m. - 9=00 p.m. DLC Conference Reptntion 
Sheraton. W aahin.fton Hotel 
Sheraton North Ballroom, Lobby Level (Temporary Site) 

6:30 p.m. Shuttlfl Service to Welcomfna Reception Begim 
Slwraton Woshi,.,ton Hotel 
24th Street Entrance 

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Welcominl Reception 
POBtal Square 
~ Massachusetts Avenue, NE 

9:30 p.m. Shut&le Service from Welcoming Reception Enda 
Postal Square 
Comu of Massachusetts Ave1'W41 and Fi.rBt Street, NE 

FrltlgN. Decemb.r 3. 1913 

7:30 Lm. • 5:00 p..m. Conference Retfatra.t:Um. 
ShllNlton Wae~n Hotel 
V'rsinia Room BI C 
Lobby !Avel 

7:80 a.m. • R:45 11.m. Brealrfut 
ShertJton Wcishilf.ston Hotel 
Shera.ton Washtngton Ballroom 
Lobby !Avd 

9:00 a.m ... 9~30 a.m. OpeDiq Ceremony le Addn8a 
U.S. Senator Johll B. Brea~ DLC Chairman 

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Speeehee (TBA) 

11:00 a.m. - Noon Tbe Bole of Government In Health Care Reform 
U.S. Repret1entative Jim Cooper, TN 

*.All 1peaw1, times, sic., ten.tativt as of Novanber B2, 1993. Additfon.al 
invitation.a are outatandins. · · --
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5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

p.m. • 8:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. • 11:00 p.m. 

11:80 p.m. 

l'rlday Suaioa. AdJourm 

Shuttle Service to Union Station Belina 
Shera.ton Washintton Hotel 
11411' Street Entrance 

Gene ption 
Union Station 
East Hall 
Preai,dmtial Suite Entrance 

DLC Gala Dilm.er 
Unilm St.a.ti.on 
Main Hall 

Shuttle Service to Sheraton Wa1hln£1;on B.otel End& 
Union Stati.on 

Salurdey. December 4, 1998 

7:80 Lm. ·Noon Conference Relistratlon 
Sheraton Washington Hotel 
Virginia .Room BI C 
Lobby T.£vel 

7:45 Lm. • 8:45 a..m. Bre•Jdut 
Sheraton Washinfton Ho'tel 
Sheraton Wa11hington. Ballroom 
Lobby Level 

9:00 a.m. Satarday Conference S.lion Defina 
Sher<don Washinfton Ballroom, Lobby Leuel 
Sheraton W<ZBhtnfton Ho'tl!l 

9:00 a.m. - 10:25 a.m. Boundtable m 
The Politla ol Change: Boots cand. Be•istance 

Confirmed Participants: 
Al From, DLC Pruuun.t. Moderator 
U.S. RepreRentative Tim Penny, MN 
Jonathan Rauch, Con.tribrai.nB Editor, National' Jou.rnal 
Bill Schneider, Baid.ent Fellow, American Enterprise Institute -
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Noon - 1:00 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. - S:OO p.m. 

Lunch 
Sheraton. Washin§ton Ballroom 
Lob"'t Level 

Rcnmdtahle I 
A8aealfnl Cllntouomics: A New Democrat View 

Featured Presenter: 
Roger Altman, Depui,i &cretCVjl, U.S. 7Nasury .Depa.rtmen.t 

Mod.era tor: 
U.S. Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, CT 

Conflrm.ed Pytic;ipantll: 
U.S. Senator Sam NunD, GA 
U.S. Rt,p.reaentative Jill Long, IN 
David Friedman, PPI FeUow 
Robert J. Shapiro. PP! Vice PreBithnt 
Douglas Roaa, Assistant Secretal';f, Emplo)tment and Training 

Ad.mmi.atratian., U.S. Department of Labor 
-:::::::::::=====~~~~~~1r· r ellow -------=--------

Mod.srator: 
Joel Kotk:in, PPI Senior Fellow 

Confirmed Plll'ticipapt,s: 
U.S. Repreaentat.J.ve Bob Clement, TN 
U.S. Repreaentative Nathan Deal, GA 
Mayorwelect Archer, Detroit 
Lee Bowes. Preti.dent, Anwrica Wor.U 
Peul Ceasar, L«J.d Organizer, Comrn.u.rr.itiea D'lran.tied 

for Public Serutce 
Jeanne Marie Klsa, Senior V'u;e President .. St. L1J.ke's Diui.tiorr., 

St Luie'a I Roouvelt Hospital Cmtu 
W'ill Muth.all, PPI Presidmt 
Brem wyn Mayden · 
State Senator Terese Murray, MA 
Fred Siegel, "Professor, Cooper Un.ion 
Kathleen Syl'.'ltfter, PPI Vice Prt1i.cUnt for Domestic Policy 



Sqtqnlqy, D«!ember £ 1998 (contf.nued) 

10:30 a.m. • 11:30 a.m. Roundtahle IV 

11:30 a..m. ·Noon 

Noon 

2:00 p.m. • 8:15 p.m. 

~:~O p.m. • 4:45 p.m. 

5;00 p.m. 

New DelllOCl"UI Flp.tiq for Chaqe 
Morley Wino§rad, Loa An.Bela DLC Chair, Moderator 

Conference Beeaion Ad.jomm 

Field WorklhoPI 
Sheaton WaM.in.ltan. Hot11l 

Senion I 
Kanaas .Room 
Lobby Level 

Seaton II 
Wlscormn Room 
Lobby Llvel 

l'ield w OZ'.bhopt 
Sheraton Wa,aJt,Uitton Hotel 

Sent.onm 
Ka:n.atu1 Room 
Lobb)' Level 

Semon.IV 
Wisconsin Room 
Lobby IAV1l 

AdJoW'D 

-

... 
~ : • 1. 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



PUBLISHED BY CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY INC. 

1VViolence 
Will Hollywood tone it down - or face regulation? 

HE AVERAGE AMERICAN CHILD WATCHES 8,000 

murders and 100,000 acts of violence before 

finishing elementary school - thanks to the miracle 

of television. Suggestions of a link between 

make-believe TV violence and aggression in real life have 

been raised since television's formative years in the 1950s -

and always dismissed by the TV industry. But recently the 

three major networks signed a first-ever joint statement 

outlining practices aimed at reducing violence, and the cable, 

video and film industries are showing signs of cooperating. 

Some in Congress are encouraged and maintain hopes that 

change will come about voluntarily, without the need for 

federal regulation. But anti-violence activists and scholars of 

television accuse the industry of merely paying lip service to 

the problem. 
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Remarks of Senator Paul Simon 
To the National Press Club 
* Violence on Television * 

Washington, D.C. 
September 16, 1993 

There is good news, bad news and much uncertainty as we face the problem 

of glamorized television violence. 

The good news is that at the top level of the industry, there are some key 

leaders who acknowledge the reality that entertainment television violence adds to 

violence in our society; it is one of the causes of crime, and other anti-social behavior. 

Fall broadcast programming will be less violent. That does not apply to reruns, 

and will apply only marginally to cable, but the fare that most Americans view will be 

somewhat better, though the docudramas apparently will continue their present 

unhappy path. 

The agreement to h~ve parental advisories is helpful, beyond the obvious 

assistance to parents. Advertisers generally don't buy programs that ~1ave these 

advisories, so their reluctance to purchase violent programs will be a modest but 

welcome pocketbook effect. 

The good news is also the attention paid to the issue by the print media. I am 

encouraged when TV Guide, for example, publishes an article by Jane Pauley which 

begins: "So what do you say when a little girl turns from the television set and asks: 

'Was he sticking a knife in her, Mommy?' It seemed perfectly clear that he was, so 

what my daughter really wanted to know was, 'Why?'" 

The bad news is that the majority of those who speak out from the television 

and film industry still do not acknowledge the tie-in between television entertainment 

[P. 1/MORE] 



violence and its negative effects on society. Even editorial writers are often unaware 

of the research. One of the reasons is obvious: Television has not covered the 

statements of the Surgeon General on television violence with the same thoroughness 

as it has similar statements on the cigarette threat. The fact that the National Institute 

of Mental Health twice has warned about this problem is almost unknown. Research 

on this issue is overwhelming and. points in one direction. There have been, at last 

count, 2,000 studies and reports, many of which are substantial, and in different ways 

they all deliver the same message, that glorified violence on the TV screen harms our 

society. 

As early as 1969 a national commission headed by Milton Eisenhower warned: 

"We are deeply troubled by the television's constant portrayal of violence .... [It is] 

pandering to a public preoccupation with violence that television itself l1as helped to 

generate." In 1969 research was limited, but today research is solid and unquestioned 

by any serious scholar. 

The bad news is that in my August 2nd speech in Los Angeles I challenged at 

least a few in the industry to occasionally broadcast a simple message: "Warning: 

Watching too much television violence may be harmful." No major public health 

problem has been so studiously ignored by the TV industry as this one. I am 

unaware of any response to this chalienge, but I will send a letter to the television 

stations and cable systems of the nation urging that at least once a day, this public 

service warning should be voluntarily aired. 

I understand why people in the tobacco industry do not want to acknowledge 

the harm that cigarettes do, and I understand why people in the television and 

entertainment industry do not want to acknowledge the harm that glamorized violence 

on television does, but those of us who do not have a financial stake in the industry 

must speak out forcefully. 

[P. 2/MORE] 



Something is wrong when a leading TV creator tells U.S. News: "There's more 

violence on the 5 o'clock news than anything you'll see on the networks during prime 

time." What he fails to realize is that violence on the news is sometimes excessive but 

does not glamorize violence. When we see what is happening in Bosnia it is grim; 

when someone in Washington kills someone else, we see relatives crying. But what 

George Gerbner calls "happy violence" occurs on entertainment TV. Death is quick 

and certain and painless and rarely is there a wife or mother on the scene grieving. 

On the news, violence is a grim, illogical way to solve problems. On entertainment 

television, violence is a logical means of eliminating problems. 

Something is wrong when a widely known children's program is produced in 

two versions: the violent one for the United States and the non-violent one for 

distribution in the other nations of the world. When a spokesperson for the show was 

asked about that by the Christian Science Monitor, she replied that there is no 

objection to the violence in the United States, and by implication that they feel it adds 

to its salability here. while other nations would not tolerate that. "At home, we don't 

get many objections to violence in our shows," she said. "American kids are used to 

it. But abroad, it's a very different story. The BBC in Britain wouldn't buy [it] unless 

they could edit out some of the violence. It's that version that we sold to the rest of 

the world. Otherwise [it] wouldn't have done nearly as well." 

The good news is that threG major polls show that the overwhelming 

percentage of the public recognizes the tie-in between television entertainment 

violence and crime. It is of interest that tr1e higher the level of education of the person 

polled, the greater the recognition of the problem. 

The good news is that Electronic Media polled 100 television station managers 

in all regions of the country and all market sizes and 7 4 percent of them said television 

is too violent. And when I speak to cable outlet managers, the reaction is the same; 

they are often ashamed of the product they sel!. 
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Also of interest, and perhaps of significance, is the Nickelodeon survey of 

young people ages eight to 12 years old, which found that 80 percent said there is 

too much violence on television; 91 percent in this age group said that when they saw 

violence happening to real people on television it bothered them, causing them to 

worry what might happen to them or their families; and 87 percent favored warnings at 

the beginning of a television show that has violence in it. 

The bad news is that there is still too much finger-pointing about who is 

responsible for television violence, and crime, and too little concrete action. 

Broadcasting blames cable which blames the movies. Executives say they use what 

producers give them; producers blame the screen writers; and the screen writers say 

they script what they have been instructed to write. And then they all point the finger 

at others. Too many people in the TV industry say, "Why don't you do something 

about poverty?"; or "Why don't you do somethfr1g about guns?" And cf course they 

are right that we should tackle these things, and we have ducked. But they sound too 

much like the National Rifle Association leaders who blame everyone else for the 

cause of crime. That they're all in this grimy business together is illustrated by the 

TEC-9, the semi-automatic pistol used to kill eight people and wound six in San 

Francisco. Mike Solo, marketing and sales director at the lntratec gun plant in Miami, 

which makes the TEC-9, said they weren't selling until they were used in a television 

series, and then sales shot up. 

The bad news is that extreme conduct invites extreme response, and when 

people in the industry deny the reality ot the connection between entertainment 

television and crime, then some of my coileagues in Congress say that the only 

answer is legisiation, and some of the legislatior under c:onsideration goes too far. 

Lawmakers should be cautious about entering the field of content, but television 

moguls, who worship the dollar more than responsibility to society, invite legislative 

solutions. 
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What is clear is that on broadcast programming this fall, there will be an 

improvement. My concern is that this improvement may be temporary, that a year 

from now we will face the same problems. That is why I strongly favor an 

independent monitoring committee that reports once a year to the public in specific 

terms about what the individual broadcast and cable networks are doing in presenting 

glamorized violence, on what is happening in the hours when children are most likely 

to watch, about what is happening with promos filled with violence. This is not a Hays 

Commission that pre-censors, but a body that reports the facts, after viewing, to the 

public. After initially reacting negatively to the idea, some leaders in the industry are 

now discussing this seriously. I hope they act favorably, and let me add that the 

committee established has to be of a such stature that its independence is not 

questioned. 

Recently I talked on the telephone with the chief executive officer of one of the 

major networks. He told me, "Last night, I saw a movie given a four-star review by a 

major newspaper. There must have been 50 people shot up in the movie. And I'll bet 

it will be on Home Box Office or Showtime soon." 

Or, he might have added, on one of the broadcast networks. 

There are many causes for violence in our society, and we are doing an 

inadequate job in dealing with most of them, including television violence. 

If this industry does the right thing, we will continue to inch toward more 

responsible conduct. I want that trend to continue. If we do, the statistical data on 

crimes of violence will not suddenly plunge, but in 15 years we will have a society 

measurably less violent. 

[P. 5/-30-] 



Remarks of Senator Paul Simon 
To the Television/Film Meeting on TV Violence 

Los Angeles 
August 2, 1993 

[EMBARGOED Until 12 Noon P.D. T.] 

I am grateful to those who have convened this unprecedented session. You have an 
opportunity to make a significant contribution to a better nation and world, trite as that sounds. 

Many across this country are aware of this meeting, and a considerable portion of them are 
hoping that a marked reduction in the video violence transported into their homes will follow. They are 
entitled to some progress. 

No one suggests that there should be no violence on television. A film on the Civil War is 
likely to have violence. But there should be less violence on the screen and, more important, it should 
not be glamorized. No one suggests that television violence is the sole cause of crime in our society. 
We have, as a people and government, ducked the problems of handgun proliferation and that of 
other weapons: we concentrate the poor into our central cities and then ignore their problems. To 
deal with drug abuse, rather than placing a heavy emphasis on education and treatment, we choose 
to spend billions on more and more prisons. We now have a higher number incarcerated than any 
nation and a higher percentage of our population in jails and prisons than any nation -- and the crime 
rate has escalated, not declined. Other reasons for crime could be mentioned. But one of the causes 
is violence on the entertainment screen. Television, like political leaders, can appeal to the best in 
each of us or to our worst impulses and weaknesses. 

Ted Turner recently told a House subcommittee: "As a parent with five children, I don't need 
experts to tell me that the amount of violence on television today, and its increasingly graphic 
portrayal, can be harmful to children.• Ot this gathering, he showed pessimism: "Unless you keep the 
gun pointed at their heads, all you'll get is mumbly, mealy-mouthed BS. They just hope the subject 
will go away.' On this conclusion, I hope you will prove him wrong. 

In the magazine Mother Jones, Carl Cannon writes: 'Actors and producers SE!em to be 
constantly speaking out for noble causes .... But in the one area over which they have control -- the 
excessive violence in the entertainment industry -- Hollywood activists remain silent. ... The liberals in 
Hollywood don't act like progressive thinkers: they act like the National Rifle Association: Guns don't 
kill people, people kill people. We don't cause violence in the world, we just reflect it.· 

Here are a few basic questions, and then I shall make seven recommendations to you. 

Is television violence harmful? 

When we watch a news program from Bosnia showing the tragedy of violence, we understand 
the pain, the anguish and the senselessness of violence. When we watch entertainment violence, in 
the majority of cases, it is sanitized and made attractive. On entertainment television our heroes and 
heroines, with whom we identify, do not suffer and die. In fact, our heroes and heroines are often 
portrayed as justified perpetrators of violence. When death occurs, it is usually quick and clean. No 
relatives with tears are seen at the side of the victim. And just as 30 seconds of attractive portrayal of 
a bar of soap sells soap, and 30 seconds of the attractive portrayal of a car sells that car, 25 minutes 
of the attractive portrayal of violence sells violence. 
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Jack Valenti is convening meetings of various branches of the movie industry, and I am 
hopeful tor positive results there. 

In all these cases, more needs to be done. 

In some ways, cable presents greater problems with violence than broadcast, and the 
agreement by the majors among cable to have the message of caution is welcomed, as is their hiring 
of George Gerbner to monitor their activities. 

Is censorship the answer? 

I am, in the words of George Bush, •a card-carrying member of the ACLU.• Few nations have 
as little regulation of their television and movies as we do. I want to maintain that freedom. I want our 
creative community to flourish. So far, no member of the House or Senate has introduced legislation 
suggesting formal, general censorship, but many ideas short of that have been floated, including 
Congressman Ed Markey's chip suggestion to permit parents to prevent violent programs; 
Congressman Joe Kennedy's idea for a 1-800 number to the FCC that people could call to make a 
record of complaints on violence, to be considered when a station seeks re-licensing; Senator Byron 
Dorgan's and Congressman Dick Durbin's suggestion that the FCC calculate incidents of violence and 
then regularly report to the public on which programs are the most violent, and who the sponsors are; 
Senator Dave Durenberger's bill would require visual and sound warnings on programs that are violent 
or which involve unsafe gun practices; Senator Carl Levin and Congressman Charles Schumer each 
has legislation drafted concerned with television violence, which they may introduce; Senator Kent 
Conrad has initiated a petition drive on the issue; two Senators suggested to me that sponsors not be 
permitted to deduct for advertising on programs that the FCC deems violent. Others favor more 
extreme measures. 

All or none of these may pass. I can tell you that none of the sponsors of these initiatives is 
losing votes back home with these ideas. 

Non-lawmakers have made suggestions varying from strict censorship to the proposal that a 
television station must demonstrate what it is doing in its programming to discourage violence to get 
its license renewed. Whether or not these proposals become law rests, in large measure, with the 
decision-makers in this room. When you have Senators from Howard Metzenbaum to Jesse Helms -­
and that covers a pretty broad spectrum -- saying that something has to happen to change things. the 
message should be clear. The July 1 Bth Washington Post carries a lengthy article by staff writer 
Megan Rosenfeld, with the heading: "And Now, A Word From A Mother," and the subhead: "Forget 
the First Amendment. When It Comes to TV Violence, All I Care About Is Protecting My Kids." 

Aren't the columnists right who suggest that the actions up to this point are simply public 
relations. that the industry isn't treating this problem seriously? 

The answer is no. It is true that we have been through this exercise before. In 1954 Senator 
Robert Hendrickson held hearings on the subject of television and juvenile delinquency. In 1961 
Senator Thomas Dodd held hearings on television violence and received assurance that change 
would occur. Early in 1974, the Screen Actors Guild adopted a strong resolution calling for change, 
describing the 'degree of violence in television programming [as] ... excessive.' Senator John 
Pastore followed with hearings on the subject. Some assurance of action followed each set of 
hearings. And after a short period, violence on the screen escalated. 

All of this feeds the appetite of the doubters. When I was a young reporter. the great vice of 
journalism was whiskey. My first newspaper boss kept a fifth of whiskey in the top drawer of his desk. 
He opened the drawer frequently. The whiskey of today is cynicism. For every reason they give me 
for cynicism, I can give them 1 o more. The cynics aren't going to build a better society. However, 
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This is no longer theory. The evidence that television violence does harm is now just as 
overwhelming as the evidence that cigarettes do harm. Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith of Harvard, 
commenting on the harmful effects of television violence, noted: 'No one is immune. Some are more 
susceptible than others, children most of all.· As recently as July 23, a Harvard publication quoted 
developmental psychologist Ron Slaby: 'Television violence has significantly contributed to the 
violence in American society.' 

The National Institute of Mental Health has twice warned us about the harmful effects, as have 
more than 85 additional substantial studies. The American Medical Association calls television 
violence an environmental hazard. The most recent study I have seen, from the Department of 
Psychiatry of Pennsylvania State University, showed, once again, child behavioral problems associated 
with watching violence on television. 

But, you say, the people in the industry are decent people who are good parents and 
grandparents. They wouldn't do anything to harm society. 

Unfortunately, that description also applies to the people who manufacture cigarettes and 
nuclear bombs and handguns. Sometimes people on the outside, with no financial stake, have to call 
attention to the harm that can occur. 

Isn't the television/film industry simply reflecting reality? 

That is partially true, but you also are shaping reality by sometimes glamorizing violence. 
Television also gives the impression that the person to be feared for violence is the stranger, when the 
reality is that a family member or an acquaintance is much more likely to commit the violent act. 
Television portrays the single woman at great risk, but the reality is that the married woman is at 
greater risk. Urban children and urban teen-agers are too often portrayed negatively, and sometimes 
they live up to the expectations television creates. The industry should have a higher and more noble 
calling than simply reflecting reality, even if that argument were completely valid. You should improve 
reality. The industry should be a beacon for the nation, not simply a mirror. 

Isn't the industry responding to the anti-trust exemption that Congressman Dan Glickman and 
I sponsored and which is now law? 

Yes and no. 

The broadcast networks have adopted joint standards, which are good but very subjective. 
What is 'gratuitous violence?' Compared to the British standards, for example, they are not strong. 
But I sense what does give them meaning is a willingness to face the problem and a commitment -- at 
least by some -- to make these standards meaningful. 

The agreement for a warning to parents is helpful and takes on added significance when you 
understand that generally advertisers are not eager to buy on programs with warnings. That gives 
this commitment greater meaning than is immediately apparent. 

The Association of Independent Television Stations has created a set of guidelines on violent 
material and is encouraging its members to agree with these standards. 

Network affiliates have not been significantly involved up to this point, but their participation is 
important because they are responsible for programming shown from 7 p.m. to 8 p.rn. when many 
children watch television. 

Syndication is a total question mark. The •reality-based' shows can do real harm. 

[P.2/MORE] 



there is legitimate reason for questioning whether we are not just going through the same motions 
again. 

Two things have changed: 

First, while many had intuitive belief that violence on television caused harm, the research was 
slim. There were warnings, however. The late Norman Cousins, who lived near where we meet, wrote 
in the Saturday Review in 1959: "The TV operators make all sorts of claims about the power of their 
medium to sell all sorts of goods. They boast about the ease with which they dominate the fashions 
of teenagers just by having TV stars dress in a certain way. Yet they see no cause-and-effect 
relationship between what they show on the screen and the increasing addiction of young people to 
cheap violence.• About this same time, the nation's most widely-read columnist, Walter Lippmann, 
wrote: •can there be any real doubt that there is a close connection between the suddenness of the 
increase in sadistic crimes and the new vogue of sadism among the mass media of entertainment. A 
continual exposure of a generation to the commercial exploitation of the enjoyment of violence and 
cruelty is one way to corrode the foundations of a civilized society. For my part, believing as I do in 
freedom of speech and thought, I see no objection in principle to censorship of the mass 
entertainment ... Until some more refined way is worked out of controlling this evil thing, the risks to 
our liberties are, I believe, decidedly less than the risks of unmanageable violence.· 

At the 1961 Congressional hearings, Frank Stanton of CBS could honestly testify: "The 
research that has been conducted in this field is limited in its scope, is inconclusive in its findings.· 
And Grace Johnson of ABC, in the same hearing, said that an emotionally disturbed child may 'drain 
off ... elements in his behavior which cause that disturbance• by watching violence on television. At 
that time, there was limited research showing harm, about like the early research on cigarette 
smoking. Many people intuitively thought smoking cigarettes did harm, but the evidence had not 
accumulated. Now it has accumulated, both for violence on television and for cigarette smoking. 
know of no serious student of television violence who questions the validity of the massive evidence. 

The second difference from the early period is the seriousness with which at least part of the 
industry is addressing the question. Considerable time is being devoted to the subject, not only at 
the lower staff levels, but by top officials. Television executives are speaking candidly about the 
problem. There is almost no denial or semi-denial. Constructive steps are being taken. One network 
chief executive told me a few weeks ago that he decided to cancel a movie for which he had paid a 
good price, because he felt it was too violent. There is a changed attitude on the part of at least 
some key decision-makers. 

But what needs to be done? 

Let me make seven suggestions. 

1. There should be recognition by the creative community that self-restraint is essential for a 
democracy to function. 

Here is an analogy from the political arena. When John F. Kennedy barely defeated Richard 
Nixon, Nixon could have gone on television proclaiming what harm would come to the nation with 
Kennedy as President, asking people to turn to the streets with peaceful protest. He did not. While 
he did not feel like congratulating John F. Kennedy, he did it, and we had a peaceful transition from 
one administration and political party to another in the world's most powerful nation. When Richard 
Nixon defeated Hubert Humphrey, the same thing happened. Both Richard Nixon and Hubert 
Humphrey recognized that for a democracy to function effectively, it is unwise to exercise freedom to 
its extreme. 

In Ken Auletta's recent article in the New Yorker he tells of approaching those who produce 
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and asking what violent or shocking stunt wouldn't they put on the screen to make money. He refers 
to the embarrassed pause he often received when he asked that question. 

In response to a Los Angeles Times editorial titled, "Televised Violence Can Have Violent 
Consequences; Does Anyone Care?', one reader who monitored standards for a network wrote: 'I 
wept on occasion with the inadequacy of my role as we were forced to accept so much violence just 
to maintain viewers' enthusiasm for the program so they wouldn't switch channels.' In his book, 
Hollywood vs. America, Michael Medved quotes Director Alan J. Pakula: 'Movie violence is like eating 
salt. The more you eat, the more you need to eat to taste it. People are becoming immune to the 
effects: The death counts have quadrupled, the blast power is increasing by the megaton, and 
they're becoming deaf to it. They've developed an insatiability for raw sensation.· We have spawned 
an arms race on American television and, like every arms race, no one wins. 

I am told that the English word 'obscene' comes from two Greek words, •a skene, • which 
means off stage. In the ancient Greek theater, any violent act occurred off stage, and a third party 
recounted the violence and then interpreted the meaning for the audience, remarkably like the British 
Code of Standards for television: 'People should be permitted to die in private and only in the rarest 
circumstances should broadcasting dwell on the moment of death itself.' 

The creative community gathered here needs to exercise its freedom with wisdom, with a 
sense of public responsibility and with good taste. As FCC Commissioner Ervin Duggan observes: 
'The public interest is not merely what interests the public.· The best way to protect your industry 
from the dangerous and heavy hand of government is to exercise self-restraint. The gauge of whether 
we are a civilized society is not to what extremes we can indulge ourselves. 

2. The entire industry needs to be involved. 

That means broadcasters, cable, independents, syndicators and the movies. What is 
somewhat disheartening is the finger-pointing that now takes place. Broadcasters say the real culprit 
is cable, and the other way around. Both blame the movies they get. The producers and directors 
blame the writers, and the writers say they produce what the networks and cable demand. I am not 
interested in assigning blame, but getting action. The finger-pointing all has some legitimacy and 
some illegitimacy, but it should not become an excuse for inaction. Chief executives in all parts of the 
industry must be exactly what their title implies, chief executives. Just as a publisher or editor of a 
newspaper has to take the responsibility for what appears in that publication, so chief executives must 
assen their responsibilities in the television and film industries. 

If it becomes obvious that one branch of your industry loves money more than responsibility, 
that will not go unnoticed in Washington. 

3. In some way, we need to be assured of continuity of concern and effort. 

The question I cannot answer is: Can you be certain that the present interest in this subject 
will continue? The current concerns by industry leaders, whatever their motivation, is genuine. 
Buttressing that is not only the congressional effort, but the Times-Mirror poll that shows 80 percent of 
the public today believes that television violence is harmful compared to 64 percent ten years ago, 
and 47 percent describe it as 'very harmful' compared to 25 percent ten years ago. The poll showed 
that the higher the level of education, the greater the concern. The Gannett chain's Sunday 
supplement, USA Weekend, did a survey of its readers and had similar results. Ninety-six percent 
said that television violence does not reflect reality but glorifies violence. Seventy percent said they 
noticed a change in their children's behavior after watching a violent television show or cartoon. 

Several chief executives of major American corporations have told me recently that they are 
asking their public relations people to avoid advertising on programs that glamorize violence. 

[P.5/MORE] 



Some type of ongoing monitoring of the status of television violence is needed, and I would 
prefer that the federal government not be involved. If those gathered here would form a committee of 
respected citizens -- perhaps called the Advisory Office on Television Violence -- who would employ a 
small staff, headed by someone who has an understanding of the field, and that committee would 
report to the American people annually, in specifics, it would indicate a desire to sustain better 
programming. Those specifics should let us know whether glamorized violence is increasing or 
decreasing, on each of the broadcast and cable networks, whether there is an attempt to avoid the 
time periods when children are more likely to observe. They should tell us what is happening with the 
independents, affiliates, syndication and with the entire industry. They would play an advisory role to 
the industry, when requested. The person heading the effort should be someone like Walter Cronkite, 
John Chancellor or Newton Minow. The Committee could also develop a set of standards by which 
they will judge both broadcasting and cable, standards that are less subjective than those adopted by 
the four broadcast networks. These new standards could be guideposts for all elements of the 
industry, as well as for advertisers and the public. Without some type of monitoring, the lure of profits 
will entice those less responsible to abuse their privilege. The industry needs encouragement to a 
higher sense of responsibility and good taste than the financial bottom line. 

The interest in dealing effectively with this issue must be sustained. And, let me add, it will be 
sustained. Either you will initiate the effort for such a monitoring office, or those outside the industry 
will do it. I started in this effort as a somewhat lonely voice in Congress, but I now find many of my 
colleagues want to go much further than is healthy for a free society. My request of the television and 
film industries to accept some responsibility is not an assault on the First Amendment, but if within the 
industry you do not exercise self-restraint, neither will many of those who are concerned. Extremes in 
behavior invite extremes in response. The surest solution is governmental intervention, but it is also 
the most dangerous. 

4. Glamorized violence should be avoided, the harsh realities of violence must be portrayed, 
and non-violent problem-solving should be encouraged. 

Howard Stringer of CBS has correctly observed: 'If you argue that we have no moral 
responsibility to sustain values, then perhaps we have an artistic responsibility. Death stings, pain 
hurts, loss devastates, fear terrifies. If we still insist that television merely mirrors reality, then let us 
reflect our reality more skillfully and honestly. Murder, even fighting, is not poetic or balletic. It is ugly 
and clumsy. Violence is vile.' 

The television/movie industry can play a positive role and should. The harmful effect of 
choosing the violent alternative to problem-solving should be conveyed and too rarely is. 

One intensive study covering 22 years shows first, that the greatest single indicator of violent 
behavior at age 30 -- more than other indicators, such as economic status, broken tiome, low 10, or 
race -- is the amount of television watched at age eight; second, that television viewers will exaggerate 
the likelihood that they will become victims and are more likely to isolate themselves, not walking the 
streets as much and, in the words of criminologist James a. Wilson, 'excessive fear of crime 
contributes to crime;' third, there is the 'bystander effect' to violence, a callousness to it because 
viewers have been hardened through viewing. 

But one more important fourth effect: There is an increased appetite for violence, both as an 
answer to problems and as entertainment. 'Make my day• is a phrase that gets used by children and 
a President. Its message is clear: Give me the pleasure of a violent response. When small children 
laugh at violent action in a cartoon, they are being taught the wrong thing by the powerful teacher 
called television. 

The positive message needs to be delivered that violence brings no pleasure. Stories should 
develop constructive alternatives to violence. In hundreds of schools around the nation there are 
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•peer mediators,· students assigned to listen to both sides in an encounter between two other 
students, to work out peaceful resolution of a conflict. It works. Including that reality in a story, as 
well as other efforts at avoiding violence through peaceful alternatives, needs to be on public display 
much more. Really creative writers can make it work. And violent alternatives need to be 
deglamorized. 

5. Violent promos should be eliminated or reduced, and certainly avoided when children are 
most likelv to be watching. 

Some of the worst moments on television are during the 30-second promotion pieces. The 
most dramatic part of the movie or feature hopes to captivate an audience. It requires more creativity 
to get that audience without offending or harming it, and this industry is fully capable of doing that. 

Ted Harbert of ABC is quoted in the New Yorker: '[Three-year-old] Emily's entrance into the 
world totally changed the way I look at television. I have a massive problem . . . now with violence on 
television .... If a promo comes on that I would never let her sit there and watch, or it something 
comes on that is violent . . . and this look of bewilderment comes across her face -- 'What is that man 
doing, Daddy?' -- I don't have a very good answer.• 

6. The medium must be used to help educate the nation about the harmful effects of 
television violence. 

Cigarene smoking did not experience its dramatic drop because of a Surgeon General's 
statement. That statement received extensive coverage in television shows and in public service 
announcements. 

When the Surgeon General warns us about the harmful effects of television violence, the 
industry is audibly silent. That should change. There is no similar heavily document,9d threat to 
public health which television has so studiously ignored. 

Parents should know more clearly that it is not just their instinct that says entertainment 
violence is harmful, but solid research. Something more than a brief mention in the evening news or 
two minutes on a morning show is needed. I would like to see '60 Minutes,' 'Prime Time• and their 
counterparts give viewers greater depth of understanding on this issue. 

By doing this you can help create the market for less violent entertainment. Then bright 
executives can also anticipate a growth in that type of market. I would also like to see one of the 
broadcast networks and one major cable company put together a creative team to explore ways of 
marketing less violent programming. And which will be the first network or cable company to 
occasionally bring this simple message: 'Watching too much violence on television may be harmful to 
your children's health?' Who will be the first with an educational film for schools that points out the 
dangers of glamorized television violence? 

Organizations like the PTA, the American Federation of Teachers and the National Education 
Association can buttress such an effort with public education campaigns that urge viewership of 
television that plays a positive role. 

7. Recognize more clearly the international dimensions of your product. 

This is a complex area. Unfortunately, violence is easy to translate into any language. In 
contrast. comedy is not. Sixty-four percent of New Zealand's entertainment television comes from the 
United States, but the New Zealand Mental Health Foundation has called for a reduction in the 
number of U.S. television programs. Their survey concluded that U.S. television shows are three times 
more violent than those of other countries. One major U.S. children's program has two versions: The 
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violent one for consumption in the United States and the non-violent one for all other nations. The 
spokesperson tor the program told the Christian Science Monitor: 'At home, we don't get many 
objections to violence on our shows. American kids are used to it. But abroad, it's a different story. 
The BBC wouldn't buy [it] unless they could edit out some of the violence. It's that version that we 
sold to the rest of the world. Otherwise [it] wouldn't have done nearly as well.' 

Ideas -- good and bad -- are hard to retain within national borders. I know of no research to 
support the assumption by Meg Greenfield of Newsweek that violence on television also causes us to 
be more receptive to violent answers to international problems. But without any research, my instinct 
tells me she is correct. And that same message is conveyed to citizens of other nations. 

Before he stepped down as Prime Minister of Canada, Brian Mulroney told me in a phone 
conversation that while the United States is reducing the physical harm done to Canada through acid 
rain, the harm done to that nation's minds through violence on television is a real concern. Canada's 
Communications Minister has called television violence an international problem that requires an 
international response. The revulsion in many nations to parts of the American culture is not a 
reaction to the Chicago Symphony Orchestra or to Isaac Stern or to Van Cliburn, nor is it in response 
to our finer movies or television shows. We should ask ourselves what message we wish to send to 
other nations. 

All of these things are easy to say for an outsider who does not understand all of your 
problems. But I do understand our culture. I do know the mood of the electorate and of my 
colleagues in government. 

I also know what you have contributed to our culture in many positive ways, including making 
us one nation as we never were before your medium took its place of dominance, as well as 
spreading the word about the desirability of democracy to those who do not have it. I know what you 
contribute to our economy and to our balance of trade. 

I also know that you have in your hands a tool that is unprecedented in the history of 
humanity in its power. You have helped move the nation away from smoking cigarettes, and by being 
more sensitive on issues of race, you ended the 'Amos and Andy' era in film and conversation. You 
can use television's power for good or ill, and I am here today urging you, in the words of Abraham 
Lincoln, to use that instrument to 'appeal to the better angels of our nature• to aid all of humanity. 

##### 

CONTACT: David Carle or Christopher Ryan, 202-224-7115 or 202-224-7023 
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ILLINOIS 

Simon Lays 7-Point Guide At Industry's Door 
To Control lV Violence 'Arms Race' 
And Avert Dangers of Censorship 

Proposes Industry Monitoring Group 

LOS ANGELES (Aug. 2) .. In his keynote address to an unprecedented industry-wide 
conference on TV violence, Sen. Paul Simon Monday defined its harm, credited industry leadms for 
fledgling steps to control it, and put the responsibility for solving the problem and thwarting calls for 
censorship on the industry itself in a seven-point message of new proposals, featuring an industry 
monitoring group to track progress in scaling back glamorized violence. 

He pledged continued support for self-regulation as his favored approach but warned that 
Congress and the public are growing restless for greater progress. 'When you have senators from 
Howard Metzenbaum to Jesse Helms saying that something has to happen to change things, the 
message should be clear,' he cautioned. 

Simon, 0-111., for eight years Congress' leading advocate for reduced violence levels on 
television, is author of the Television Violence Act of 1990, a three-year antitrust exemption that allows 
joint industry steps to voluntarily limit on-air violence. The law, which expires Dec. 1st, has been used 
by the broadcast and cable networks to develop and adopt the voluntary Advance Parental Aclvisory 
plan to warn parents about violent programs and to list those programs before they air. ABC, CBS 
and NBC also have used the law to adopt their first-ever joint standards on violence. The Simon law 
also enabled industry leaders to organize Monday's unparalleled conference. 

Addressing the Industry-Wide Leadership Conference on Violence in Television Programming, 
Simon said, 'We have spawned an arms race on American television and, like every arms race, no 
one wins.' He outlined seven suggestions to promote industry self-regulation on violence issues: 

1) Self-restraint by television and film makers. 'The gauge of whether we are a civilized society is not 
to what extremes we can indulge ourselves,· he said. 'The best way to protect your industry from the 
dangerous and heavy hand of government is to exercise self-restraint.' 

2) Involve the entire industry. He asked the industry's diverse segments to overcome the temptations 
of finger-pointing and urged chief executives to assert their responsibility to limit screen violence. 

3) Creation of an industry-wide monitoring group to assure continuity and effort. Simon proposed 
creation of an Advisory Office on Television Violence, commissioned and funded by the industry, 
headed by a comminee of respected citizens with knowledge of the Industry and with public 
credibility, to monitor the industry's handling of television violence issues. He calls for annual tracking 
reports and assessments of the exposure of children to violent programs and suggests the ottic.e also 
broker development of uniform industry standards on violence. 

4) De-glamorize violence. He said glamorized violence feeds 'an increased appetite for violence.' and 
he promoted instead honest depictions of violence and of alternatives to violence. 

5) Eliminate or reduce violent promotional ads, which he termed, 'some of the worst moments on 
television.· 

6) Use TV to inform the public about harm done by glamorized violence, as it did about tobacco use. 
Urging 'positive solutions,' Simon suggests creative teams to explore marketing less-violent 
programming, and public education campaigns with child advocacy groups. 

7) Scale back exports of violent programs. He said merging production for domestic and world 
markets would reward the industry financially and improve 'the message we send to other nations.' 

'Television, like political leaders, can appeal to the best in each of us or to our worst impulses 
and weaknesses,· he said, also quoting Lincoln to call on the industry to 'appeal to the better angels 
of our nature.' 
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SIMON TELEVISION VIOLENCE LAW 
ENACTED DECEMBER 1990 

TITLE V-TELEVISION PROGRA:M 
IMPROVEMENT 

SEC. 501. TELE\'ISION PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT. 

(a> SHORT TITLE.-This section may be cited as the ••relevision 
Program Improvement Act of 1990". 

(bJ DEnNmoNs.-For purpaaes of this wtion-
( 1) the term "antitrult Ian" hu the meaning 1iven it in 

subsection· (a) of the fU'llt mec:tion of the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 
12(a)), except that such term includee 88Ction 5 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46) to the utent that such 
section 5 applies to unfair metboda of competition; 

.J-2> the term "penon in the televiaion Industry" means a 
television network, any entity which produces prorrramming 
(including theatrical motion pictures) for telecasting o:r telecasts 
programming, the National Cable Telnilion Aaodation, the 
Association of Inder.ndent Televiaion Stations. lnc~~rated, 
the National Aaociation of Broadcuten. the Moticin Picture 
-Association of America. the Community Antenna •relevilion 
-Auociation, and eacl: of the r "ttworb' amliate ~miations, 
and shall include any indivk.ual ed:inc on behilf of nch 
person; and 

<3> the term "telecast" meam-
<A> to broadcast by a telnilion broadcast 1tation; or 
(8) to transmit b)' a cable television aynem or a satellite 

television distribution aervice. 
(CJ ExEMPTION.-The antitrust laws lhall not apply to any joint 

discussion, consideration, review, action, or agreement by or among 
· persons in the television industry for the purpoee of, and limited to, 

developing and disseminating voluntary pidelines designed to 
alleviate the negative im_pact of violence in telecast material. 

ldl L1M1TATIONs.--<1> The exemption ~ded in 11Ubmection (c> 
shall not apply to any joint diacuu1on, coftaideration, revi1!w, action, 
or agreement which resulta in a boycott of any penon. 

104 STAT. 5128 PUBLIC LAW 101-650-DEC. l, 1990 

<2l The exemption provided in subsection (cl shall ap!ply only to 
any joint discussion, consideration, ~view, ~cti~n, or agreement 
engaged in only during the 3-year penod beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this section. 

Television 
Program 
Improvement 
Act of 1990. 

47 USC 303c. 
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Office of Sen. Paul Simon, D-m. 

Television 'Violence: 

A Recent Chronology 

DECEMBER 1, 1990: President George Bush signs Sen. Paul Simon's Television 
Violence Act, exempting the. television industry from federal antitrust limits for three 
years to allow industry self-regulation to scale back depictions of violence m . 
entertainment programs through development of common standards affe~ting eontent. 
The law covers broadcasters, the cable industry, Hollywood and others. 

JUNE 30, 1992: Midway through the three-year Teievision Violence Act, in an address 
on the floor of the United States Senate, Simon faults the television industry for its 
inaction under the law. Simon suggests, " ... the industry seems to be in a test-pattern, 
hoping the Jaw will lapse before the public notices.'' 

DECEMBER ll,~1992: Sen. Paul Simon announces first joint standards for the depiction 
of violence in television programs on behalf of ABC, CBS and NBC. It i ithe first 
substantial use of the Television Violence Act and will affect programming on the 
networks beginning with the 1993-94 television season. 

MAY 12, 1993: Sen. David Durenberger, R-Minn., introduces the Children's Television 
Violence Protection Act of 1993 in the United States Senate. The bill wouUd require 
both television broadcast licensees and cable operators to notify viewers through the use 
of a video ·and audio warning.label that certain programming may contain violence or 
unsafe gun practices and may adversely affect. the mental or physical health of a child. 
The bill is designed to assist parents and other adults in making responsible and informed 
decisions about the programming children should watch. 

MAY 12, 1993: The House Energy and Commerce telecommunications subcommittee 
holds a hearing to coincide with the May sweeps period. 

MAY 18, 1993: Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., and Rep. Richard Durbin, D-m., introduce 
legislation to require the Federal Communications Commission to compile quarterly 
reports on television violence. The reports would list programs containing the most acts 
of violence and the companies purchasing advertising on such programs. 



MAY 21, 1993: Simon convenes Senate Judiciary Committee's Subcommitte,e on the 
Constitution for a hearing on television violence which features for the first time 
executives from the broadcast and cable segments of the television industry who 
acknowledge that they are 'part of the problem of violence in American socieiy.• They 
release their fall 1993 programming schedules. 

Thomas Murphy, Chairman of the Board of Capital Cties/ABC says "the increased 
sensitivity of the American people to depictions of violence on television Jlas led us to be 
more sensitive in ordering shows for ou! new schedules." 

Howard Stringer, president, CBS Broadcast Group, says:. "We are guests in the living 
rooms of America, so our personal values should be the most useful litmus test of taste 
and the surest guide to decency and sensitivity." 

George Vradenburg, executive vice president of Fox, Inc., the newest over-the-air 
television broadcast services, suggests: "'The hypothesis that televising certain kinds of 
violent behavior may, in tum, affect public behaviors and attitudes is, to be1, quite 
plausible; and repetition of violence on television, one reasonably fears, ca111 desensitize 
us to violence in society." 

JUNE 7, 1993: Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., announces formation of the Ct:izens Task 
Force on TV Violence and launches a national petition drive to reduce TV violence. 
Groups panicip~ting in the drive include the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the National PT A, American Medical Association, National Foundation to 
Improve Television, Americans for Responsible Television, National Council for 
Children's TV and Media, American Psychological Association, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, National Council of Churches, American Psychiatric Association, American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists, American Nurses Association -
American Academy of Nursing, National Association of Elementary School Principals, 
Alliance Against Violence in Entertainment for Children, the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and the National Association of Social Work1:rs. Signatures 
acquired during the petition drive will be presented to television, cable andl movie 
executives at a meeting August 2nd in Los Angeles by Conrad. 

JUNE 8, 1993: Simon continues oversight hearings on use of the Television Violence 
Act. Studio executives testify about Hollywood's contnbutions to television violence and 
are asked what their industry intends to ~o about it. 

The president of the leading manufacturer of televisio~ programming in Hollywood, 
Leslie Moonves of Lorimar Television (with 33 pilots in 1992-1993 alone), explains the 
entertainment industry is an extraordinarily collaborative business involving the studios, 
the writers, the networks and advertisers. Each represents a vital component of the 
industry and working together, can improve programming offered to Ame1ican 
households. 



Stephen Palley, executive vice president and chief operating officer of King World 
Productions, one of the nation's leading syndicators of first-run original television 
programming, concludes ''The American public has, through its viewing preferences and 
habits, made clear that gratuitous or excessive violence on television programs is 
unacceptable. As corporate and individual Citizens with families, we share that judgment; 
and we - and the television stations which air our shows - exercise our editorial 
discretion consistent with that principle." 

·JUNE 24, 1993: The House Telecommunications and Finance Subcommittee holds its 
seeond hearing. Ted Turner, chairman of Turner Broadcasting Systems Inc., says he is 
convinced that TV violence is a direct cause of the street violence that he says makes 
U.S. society "by far the most violent on earth." Turner says his company and 
broadcasters airing violent P!Ograms are guilty of "murder." Turner contends that if the 
entertainment industry fails to voluntarily cut violent programming, Congress should write 
its own anti-violence statute .and "ram it down their throats." Turner contends "television 
violence is the single most significant factor contnbuting to violence in America." 

JUNE 30, 1993: Sen Paul Simon convenes news conference with Rep. Edward Market 
and executives from NBC, ABC, CBS and Fox, and Jack Valenti to announce the 
implementation by the networks of the advance parental advisory plan for the next two 
years. Beginning with their programming this fall, the networks will label violence-prone 
shows with an eight-word advisory: ''Due to some violenl content, parental discretion 
advised." 

Each network will decide for itself when to issue the advisory. It will run at the 
beginning of the program and during commercial breaks, and also will be included in 
advertising and promotional material for the program as welJ as being offered to 
newspapers and magazines that print television schedules. 

Simon calls the parental warning label "a significant step in the direction of assuring that 
a powerful medium can be a (orce for good in our society." 

JULY 1, 1993: A House Energy and Commerce telecommunications subcommittee 
hearing examines the parental warning program. Some lawmakers suggest the warnings 
need to be accompanied by technology enabling parents to block certain shows they 
deem unsuitable for children. The latest technological development to accomplish this is 
the so-calJed v-chip, a concept envisioned by Rep. Markey, which could be i11serted into 
new tv sets. 

MPAA president Jack Valenti says that as configured, the v-chip would encourage 
parents to block all violent programs without proper consideration. "I'm opposed to 
indictment without appraisal," he telJs the panel. "Parental discretion means it ought to 
be done individually." 



JULY 29, 1993: The National Cable Television Association announces that 15 cable 
networks will join broadcast networks in implementing the Advance Parental Advisory 
program for violent programs. 
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Violence 
Colltiallld '""",. J 
violentt l!lould bf relevant and 
Deeaary IO Ille deYCloplllllll of 
charac1er, or IO Ult adv-1 
of theme or plot" and "depictlaal ol 
Yiolfntt 1111)' 11111 bf Uled 10 lbock 
or llllnulllt Ille IUdiesxe" -crUim 
quiekly clllmllaed lllem ...... 
they -llined DO lllUble dllftr· 
tneel "- Ille llADdardl aJredy 

• In placu1 -ii netwarti. 
Similarly, Jut -lh'1,..... 

conference IUlllOllDeinf an aperj· 
_,.Ill. tWO·Jal' •lllYance parelll 
adYilOr)' plan" failed IO llDprm I.be 
cril.icl. Tiie ad,,._ wUI nm 
before Ind dllfinl lllleftalnmenl 
prarr11111 whole "YiDlenl -tent ii 
unapecr.ed. 1f11111ic or pel'Yl8Ye• 
10 llelp paren&a lllalle lafar...i 
decilialll about Wllal IO Ill 111111' 
children waldL PaliUCianl 11111 ae· 
Uvilt ll'llUPI •Y I.lie mt..U .. 
limply 1111111 Ille llbell IO ablllllon 
their NlpOlllibilil)' 11 anllk .. ol 
the public 81rw1v• bJ kmlltl lhe 
problem blclt 10 pll'tllll. n&ber 
Ulan addftllinl II lllnlulh pro· 
lflllllllinl. 

"Tiie networkl llave made DOilel 
In Ille put about dabnf Willl lllia 
Yiolence problem.· Rep. Ron Wy. 
den CD-Ore.I aid wtlll a lilh. "'If 
you look at Ille hil10ry ol Ulil illue, 
)'GU Will - 11111 em.- would 
locw and Ille net..U wmld 
respond wtU1 rbe10rie. 8111 I don't 
Ulink anyww ii Finl 10 be looaed 
lllil llftll. 11'1 lot 10 br mme Ulan 
- caldly anlOr)' 11 1 ..-
-ference." 

After Ille cool recepUon ol I.be 
parenvJ-adYilor)' llbela. Ille Aul· 

• 2 confennce llu bemme what 
milhl be the lut chaDce for Holly· 
wood IO allow Wuhinpon Ill cmn­
m1unen1 befott S.mon'a p.ce pe­
riod Niii out 111 December. 

•j t.Junk the netWorU lllUl'f WI 
&he attenllOrl IPI" of ~ II 
lhan. &hat Ulla illue Illa been 
illu.ered around for 30 IO 40 )'Ul'I. 
11111 11 they can ny by 11111 period 
with fairly minimal or modell 
lltpS. &hen Olnpea Will So away 
and lllinlt about -.eUlirll Ille .• 
Wyden Mid. ·11y own aenae ii I.bit 
Ulil II the 111111. Tiie public ii • in 
arma. Olnpea 1111 mended Ille 
olive branch. Now 11'1 Ume for the 
networu and broldcul people to 
lhow &hey're ~-· 

The NCFT hu been put11111 on 
annual TV conftrencea for 15 
1un. 111111lly ID\lll, IWO·day rr. 
1r1111 in Sanaa Barbara to 1t1111t11e 
&he 100 or 10 proclllCll'I, writers 
Ind DelWoR GKUl.iYm In IUend· 
- on bow IO l'lllPOftllbly ponny 
IUCh llltlileta II Mallll, education 
llld *"' ... 

ftil Jell'. llltWllfti -.itiYel 
llUI IM orpnialllia 10 illde· 
pmdenUJ ClllL"liR I ..cilll on 
wtolence. ,,. ...... •II -­
fl'Wd IO W daJ IO mot!nte 
&hr llllrlJ llOO mmberl ol Ille . 
~.table. produaiDDllld 
dillrlbulion CllmlDWllUll Wbo are 
apll:tell IO IUIDd. 

"Tiie -u.a pl ol I.be yjo. llllce _,__ II IO 9duc.llt 

.... Moul ..,a ID wblcll Yiu· 
1111Ct cm 1eievt11Da II llllinl per· 
... .., .... llld IJle Impart 
11111 ll'a lllVIDI m ....,.., • llid 
Geoff Cowan, I publie·iD~t 

...,., llld ---- media llld II• II UCLA wbo lllo aerva •a vice c11ain111a ol lllt NCFT. 
11le fin& ~ Raiorl II llw 

8"ert1 Hilton Halal wUI call on 
aaidelnicl and Wellen IO U· 
plain &beir llUdiel, IO br followed 
by IDlllller ~ aeuion IO 
loall on 1M effecll ol TV Yilllence . 
an dllldnn. n. ~ aeuiorl · 
wtll be I mft of &ocratic diaJape ; 
belwftll TV iD11111111 laden and : 
IDU·Y..U- aeUvllU. For I.lie j 
8rll &De, 1M ,,_ Illa been : 
IDYlled IO_IM_,.,.nce. i 

Qrnn llqlll 1M ..un,t Will '. 
llrVe I dual ,..,_ by IUidillJ ; 
111tworlt -m"' In wllat kind of 
prajeal llllJ llder llllo produClian. ' 
while lllllll&inl wa11 lor the : 
creallvt community 10 1Yoid : 
abowlal plll8loul Yiolence. Cow. i 
In ..,_ lllat 111"*"1 a ael of I 

lllDdlrdl llillplJ iln't -.,h ! 
""l'bat'1 ao& the NII problmL• he · 

llld. "'l&andlra llld prlClial ldr. ~ 
putmellll) lall JC1U wbal IO keep . 
out ol a mowte once,_ . .,. -*rte! : 
I moWie abDul I murder. Tiiey can ~ 
all ..,.. wllal IO llftp GUI ol Ole . 
AmJ P'llber 11ar7, bul lllere 11 am ; 
I problem lllat all lllree IBllJDl'I ; 
llltwortll ....... Ille AmJ Fllber . ..,.. ;.. 

•A .. II pal.._ llllme ! 
deal wt&JI ....... ,,. problem : 
Wilh -m for lllmlion II llOl i 
dial llley llaft - Wllence In ~ 
lbem. bul the lllemel 11'1 lhtme of I 
current pernnitJ. nlller lllan 1 
lllenlea ol .-i ....... llllpor· '. But the networkl IBllntaill dlat &ance. 1 dlln'l l!linll w would llave , 

they lllYe already de-n • people 111 Wllhifttton. or 111 lheir ~ 
lll'lted their - by II'· -- lllroulhout ~ CIOlll· : 
ra1111ns lhil conlerera 10 niae Jllllni"I aboln Violellce ID 'RaoU' ' 
awuenea. by llftli"I 10 lfflll or 1loloca111t' or 'Willdl ol War,tt 
llbell •hett neceallJ and by 
aff1nni111 in 1enera1 their inlelllion lftn &houlh llley llan llplfican 

Yiolenee.• • 
10 °'ehmin1r.e lnlppropliltt depic · lilTM Prelldent Allen •YI It 11 to 
lions of YIOlerice." They •Y they 
arr riot pl1nn1n1 any lllOl'e joint unreablllC 10 apect I.bit lllluuona 
acuona to iddrn. the aub)ect be. can be fOWld to auch vain1 prob· 
forr or ntn altrr l.M meeuns- Je1111 in 1 Illy. •people ... Y come 
allllouJh they hlVt rio1 completely up with very tnteralin1 IClus 11 
cloaed thr door io the pou1bll11y. lhil eonfettrice, which will requ1rr 
"Wr can'1 11y mol/11119 will hlppen IOmt lhousht and rtftnemen1," he 
1flrr Olr eonfrrrnce ," Rl.d 1 1en10r lfluti. "'Televilion II 1re11ed by I 
arcuun 11 one of l.M networks. ae111ve proceu of thoush1 and 
"Someone 1n1y hlvr 1n Ide• 11 thr refinement. and 11111'1 how I exptcl 

~ confrrencr tha1'1 IO brilhan1 . . . Olia problem to br duh w11h-m· 
bu1 thl1"1 rio1 thr Idea behind tht lltld o1 baptnl thlt by 5 p.m. 11 

eonlerencr ·· · · · · · PlftM ur '""' 76 
.~.-.:~. ····~·~t••···,~·~·,~~~~~···~-~-·-········~-· ·;,,-, 
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Violence 
C#fllir&wd ,,._ l'Dgr 7f ;· .·: ,: 
\M cae Df lht conferentt we can 
band out the 1111Wer." 

David Grant, ezecutive vice 
)raident ot ~ apenUonl lor 
F-. bu 1 lot Ill qimtMlal he would 
lillr anawered 11 tbe meellDI' 
"Whit hlppeN to kidl wben Ille)' 
WllCh Yllllenl pnipunl! la Ulere I 
clifferencc between IC&al and •iD· 
lenct! la Ult implel Oii peaplt Ult 
11111t wbrn 1 rabal lllowl "" II 
when 1 perlDll 11 lbal! I Wllll IO 
know Uaalf Wllp. 

-Violence ill draall&ic: -a 1111 
been uwnd forever, - apllined 
Grant. wbo aya be II IUkinl 
lliendlnce llllndllllr)' for .... , 
Faa aecvliva "Whit we med to 
do II meld - nlflOlllibib\J WUh 
- lflllf" *-lie crelliOll. and 
1111t 1111111&1- wa>' or lllO&blr.-

'111e art..U blve llllintained 
lor tbe - ,.n lhlt lhcJ ., llllt 
lhow aceaive :nolence-•bicb 11 
Wh)' tM MW plrellW•ldYilorJ 

-ll'llUIP' lft llDl apeeted IO be 
- much ill Llleir fill prclll'llll· 
mllll· II• d dleir weeltl)' _.. 
lrf benifn ~ a«uliva 
paint DUl. Ind \heir Undlrda de· 
panmtnta edit inlppropril1e •\t· 
nil from draml _ llld _.._ 

So Ole networb - IO be 
lpprOKNlll Ille eoilf- war;. 
I)', Tiie)' Nllllllldulll)' n;ect w 
mneept of a ntinp 11aem or 1111 
plan tbat would dic\l\t what \bey 
Cln « an'l pu& on Ult sr.n. 

"Tiit dm '11· llllkinl proc:al ii 
IUbfttllve . .n:J 1111 free, clenlocrlt · 
ic _,. Medi to ttllllin •. - llid 
Beth Braun. va praident of the 
CBS Broadcaat C:l'llUp. '"nit pro-

.... ii aim 1 cruun-. To be too 
inecllanalUc 111 our approach will 
only inhibit eruuvny and "°" 
dlvene pnipamm1111.·· 

Chnlunr HWwL YICt pnlidtnt 
or IWICllrda and pncllea 1t ABC, 
bebeva the net•orkl have be­
come llCIPtlOI"· -&ecaUR people 
1rt Vtr"Y mncerMd witb violence 
in aoaety, u we lrf. we lJlinll 
Olere'a a pater perapUori of 
Violence on TV," Ille Mid. 

In addiuon. HlklWI btUeva the 
sn>wth of Clblt &elevilion bu 
added to lllat percepUlln. ".Tbere 

• ~ to be more violence on TV 
becaUR now there lrf J6 dllnnela 
IO dloale lrom: lht aplained. 
"Quite fnnltly, the networkl have 
lea VIOience than ever before." 

Accordlq IO Sen. Simon. hP · 
eYer, 1111111 TV eucuuva b1Ye· 
pnv11el7 1clrnowled1ed to bim 
o"er lht yean that too much 
Yiolence ii eaminl out of \he tube. 
The dilemma 11 that VIOience ofltll 
11111111 l'lllrtp. Ind ii network pro­
sr1mmm IOlt WIT IUU-both on 
ln'ttn and o!f-thtn lllher net­
works. 1ynd1Ci10ra or Ciblr 1erv1C · 
es will hold the compeuuvr fd1e. 
TV proclucer5. m turn. uy they 
makt violeni programs beausr 
thaL·a ,.·haL the nt1work1 ordtr. 

1'nt nrLwor•s hive bttn much 
m ... rt ca uuous in rttrn1 months u 
a resull ol lht he1rh1tnN locu.s on 
v1oltnct. lht)··re 11mply no1 re1 · 
J mg cr~n for tht behind· l hr. 
actnts dtc1S1ons lhty'rt rruikmg 

, .71 ilhllAl.)Ull ll. 1 .. J 

aid Rmalyn w flllllllll. vice prai. 
dent of broldcut IWldlrda for 
NBC. 

Far IMW!Ce, NBC ,_\17 m-
1ted two different veniorll d 1 
..- for Ult lheatneal -Ylt 
•llloblten" - '8mr Yenian · b' 
Ult elrly «Yeninl and a .... 
p!lPhic - for 11\t at lllPL .And 
IYlll llloulh I moYie Noul I 
IUblUtu&e ladler klllilll l&lldlnll 
-W delinr ...,. nlinp, Wein-
- aid. NBC llOl Janr 110 l'filtl· 
Id lblt aaet moYie pilCb. . wllicb 

- picked .. la&er .. a -­
llm. 

· "We line blen mucb _.. c:are-
1111 ind IBlllbvt LO \be IY9lllnctl 
llalt. - Ille llid. "'l'llere lllve lleell 
a lal ol dileuaionl Uout llow IO 
lllt.er It down LO lbe ,.._ leftl. 
And we ounelva lft 117mt LO do 
lllil In • dloulhlful • .,.111111111& In 
a knee-Jn NIClian.. 

If llOddrw ... CIDl9 - .. Ille 
NCPT Clllllf.,..., au..,. Ulll 

lller'e clelrl7 needs LO be I lillUer 
dlftnlUan d YiDlmclr If Wllllilll • 
Im UICI Hollywood - - 1111111 
loaame IGP'Jllr. 

A recent l&UdJ by Ctarp Oerll-
-· a prof_. ll Ille Ullivtni11 
of Penn11lnni1'1 .Aaneaber1 
Scllool for CommunicaliOn. found 
dial the IYtnp 11·,...-dd la 
America bu •at.died IOQJIOO acll 
ol violence an TV. ladudlnl l.1.000 
murden. T!le AUdy llid Illa& llt • 
Wdly ~ cartomll-.... the·-Clffenden. 

Far Ullt reuon. GlnldlDe u1· 
tioume, pnlidtnt ol &lie dlildren'1 
cable cblnnel Nidlelodeoa. 1111 I 

problelll with •udia dial IU8IPl 
LO quanUIJ violence. SM recalla 
ber netwcin once beiJ11 Clllld f« 
-ve violence in -vou Can't 
Do Thlt on TeleYilion. - a lllpltidl 
-rorkidl. 

'"nit)' aid we bid tbl! ame 
-ber of Ylolent ICU u a •vie 
of Ult week lllat bid dlapjll • 
Uanl." aid Laytioume, wllo II allo 
1 panelilt 11 die conference. '"Tiiey 
-led • pie in Ult ... lbe -
u a dfclpi!Alion. To lllt, It - eo 
llldicroua." Gerbner'1 •v1111ence 
Inda" defmn Yllllence • 1111 
"dear·cut llld oven tpilDda ol 
phylicll YiOleni:e-llurUni IW IUll· 
1111 « Ult lbrelt ol hllftllll llldlor 
kilhnl-ta any -IGL -

.Another "'' func\iOll w mil· ference may aerve ii LO pull LO· 
plber Ult broadcut and cable 
caramunlliea. So far. w Clllle 
pro1r1mmer1 hlYt · rem1ia1d 
qel)' llftlCILbed ._.., cable ii 
Ill llftl'elUllted ltrYict &bit peaple 
pl)' LO briq Into their llmael. 
whereu broldcUl.erl lft llClllled 
by Ille feckral 111venuaent LO .. 
tbe public ailWIVel. 

"Rish! DDW \bert Ire lllK VU"y 
Dllll y cable rnliba out there llliq 
1ny 111nd1rd1 or 1uidrhnt1." 
1111Pfd CBS' Brnun. -when lhtrt 
art so 1111ny cable ou\le!J out tllrre 
uyiftl. in effect, 'Comt w11ch ua 
because we do no1 1tll-re1ula1e,' 
how much of thr 1elev11ion llnd. 
1e1pe 111 really 1oin1 t.o chllllt• lrs 
vtry unfair to Ny thr ntl works 
ahould do mort when the net works 
art the Dnl)' onts who ~ve dont 
1nythm11a a.1r." 

Al plrt ol 111 IClian plln thll 

Includes panicipotins in lJle AUi 2 
CIOllference; cable nrtworu bave 
llfted IO elev~ \heir own Itta DI 
llltemal l&llldlrdl by die end DI 
Ille 7-.r. A AUii)' ...,.inioned by 
Ille Nationll Cable Televilian 
Alln. Cllllldlldtd In Jlnulry tbal 
-.11en all kiadl d dnmalic pro­
....... - lllt111 lllllo 8CCOlllll, lhr 
..... ol Y'*9lce. IU&e-Gftlinlt· 
.. prop =•ire Is lllolll \be -
• \be ftDllllcr OD llraldcul net· ....... -..... · 
To w Cl'i&la. .....,.,, Ulll'• 

IOO liUle, !OD la1.e. lo !OD m&1 lie 
llllClllllfenace. 

·1Ulilllrtlle11H1r171nil'MIOll 
lar Lllil metiftl II LO call \be clDp 
Ill, LO pt Ille~ off dleir 
lllct, LO p l.bnlllP Ille moliolll o( 
...... 8llL -. • 8'd T9TJ 
.... .... ...., ., • ?iallll for 
... wOile TV, I pw-iroau or· 
plU&IUOll &Ml elaiaa J00.000 
llllllllen. Rakolll. wllo edYOClta 
lllllulilw YiDllnl prqnm between 
4 and I p.a.. will be a panelill II 
1111 Clllllf-.o 

Ille - Ille •bole NCF'T Hent 
• I miolle - "'1'llere ii I 
niled *-' "....-i iDlel'· 
_.If llleJ llon'\...., ""wi\h 
amietbiDllDlllL" 

And wblt If Ille illldulu)' can't, ·-·a.-.. wiUI I lllilllC· 
._,. tDlUliOll for 1111 l'.lwaaken! 

"'Tiie ClllllflrlllCle II I mdul dil· 
CllmlOll. lllul I Mmtly don't bave 
lllilb Wpea \lilt Ule illdu1tr7. 
..... belllviar II illlMd l>J Liie 
~ lllicll Ml will ratinp. 
wt&I n• be lllle IO llllilt die --\iaul.- wiDleft& teieViaiDn 
.,..--.,. - l&id Sen. Byron L 
Darpn (D-N.D.I. Ue ii - of 
1tvsal la'WIDlllen •llD apnued 
I clear lalenlian IO (l'O allud Ind 
prea lepl .illliom II lbe NCFT 
conr- ._ DOt Jl'ld • firm 
pllaoflCliDn. . 

"I &lliak 11'1 llllely lllat -
lllillllian wW move.- be llid. 

lklb l'ldl, I lelll -a lor 
W Alllllican Cavil LiberLael Un­
ion. llid Lbal Ill)' federal ae,w... 
lion lltellllllinl IO ID\'trn &be Ill"· 
wavn won't wuh. "It can'I. 
-•"ionlll)'.· 111 llld. -.u IOOll 
• lbeJ 111 wblt 111111\lle can 111. 
nM «-UuwP l!Mtl' &etevm. 
1111. lllln \bey'n lllllliDI iD cen­
--.. •bidl die Flrlt Amend· 
-1 dlarl7 pnl&eN ljJaiml.-

Tbe Faderal Com11111aication1 
ClmmilliDll hu I ~ pro­
IJdbiLinl ndio Ind TV llllianl fram 
llroadunin1 1Uull7 · aplic1\, 
bldlcent Pl'OJrlm•inl between 
I ua. and I p.111.. wllen c:lllldren 
In liMl)l IO .. iD the llldienee, llld 
............. '8111 " -\int 
·linllr JepllLion for Wiolent pro· . 
. llJlllllllll. But Pwck aid even the 
indecency rlllinl hll been IOUlh io 

enforce 111 court. 
'"l'llr fact of the 111111« renwuna 

thlt the moat powrrfw ratr1m1 on 
\flev111on pro1ramn11n11 ·rema1n5 
the Y1twer1:· he 11MI "Whit they 
will w11ch and won't watch has 
1110rr effecl lhln anylh1111 lb.al 
Wa&h1n,1011 will pas"' 0 

DuJ11tl c;,rollt ii • T111ic1 11ut1 
t1mln 
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AM-TELEVISION-VIOLENCE (SCHEDULED) 

TELEVISION 'SUMMIT' WILL SPOTLIGHT VIOLENCE ON SMALL SCREEN 
By Michael Miller 
LOS ANGELES (Reuter) - Key members of the four major 

television networks and repr~qentatives of the cable industry 
will meet in an unprecedented media swmnit to explore the 
effects of TV violence on society, particularly chil~ren. 

The conference, to be held-Monday in Los Angeles, comes 
under mounting pressure from· .Washington for the industry to 
tone down violence on a voluntary basis,·or be forced to do so 
by a welter of legislation waiting in the wings on Capitol 
Hill. 

In December 1990, then-President Bush signed into law 
Democratic Sen. Paul Simon's Television Violence Act which, in 
effect, gave the television industry three years to clean up 
its act, or have the government do it. · 

With the December 1993 deadline fast approaching, the four 
networks, ABC, NBC, CBS and Fox, announced last month a 
voluntary parental advisory which they would attach to programs 
containing violent scenes so parents could use their discretion 
as to whether those programs should be seen by their children. 

. I 
Monday's conference, which will be attended by academics and 

public watchdog groups critical of the industry's efforts to 
clean up its act, as well as by writers, producers and 
television executives, is &. :pected to ':ocus, at least in part, 
on the new advisories, which will be introduced in the Fall 
season. 

Simon, one of the television industry's most powerful 
critics, who will address Monday's conference, said of the 
survey: ''We hope it is a hint of things to come.'' 

The 1990 Television Violence Act which he drafted granted 
television programmers and producers inanunity from Federal 
antitrust prosecution for three years so they could meet 
voluntarily and devise a plan -.to self-regulate t.:~air industry. 

It was seen as a temporary cease-fire between the network, 
cable and syndication competitors in order for them to reach an 
agreement on how the industry should be run, including how much 
violence could be portrayed on television. 

Critics of the advisory system drawn up in June by the 
networks argue the industry is merely paying lip service to · 
nationwide concerns over gratuitous scenes of sex and violence. 

They also argue that ''parental empowexment,'' as the 
networks describe the advisories, merely transfers the 
responsibility from the networks to parents, and that the 
networks have no intention of reducing violent p-~gramming. 

''I anticipate a lively discussion,'' said Geoffrey Cowan, a 
vice president of the National Council for Families and 
Television, an education body that organized the conference. 

Although critics of the conference have said it cannot 
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succeed in reducing TV violence in just one day, Cowan, a 
lawyer, Enuny Award-winning movie producer and lecturer in 
conununications at the University of California at Los Angeles, 
disagreed. 

''This conference will have an impact. It will have 
succeeded if it makes the people in this industry that much 
more knowledgeable about the ways in which.programming has an 

. impact on society and what they can do about it,'' he said. 
The industry received a boost earlier this week with the 

release of a study by the University of Pennsylvania showing 
that the frequency of violen. scenes on television was now 
about 50 percent leas than before 1990. 

Cowan, who won an Emmy last year for Best Prime Time 
Programming for Children for his made-for-TV movie ''Hark Twain 
and Me,'' said he believed Monday's conference would not only 
result in even less .violence but it may encourage the industry 
to be more concerned with themes that tend to reduce violence. 

But others remain skeptical. Democratic Rep. John Bryant of 
Texas, in a recent interview with the Los Angeles Times, said 
he had lost all patience with the television industry over its 
inaction on reducing violence. 

''I don't know why everyone wants to spend the day (Monday) 
in a group grope discussing a subject that's obvious to 
everyone already,'' he said. 

In November last ·year then President-elect Clinton also put . 
the spotlight on television violence, decla;. ·. ng in an interview 
with TV Guide that he was ''mortified'' by what was being shown 
on· TV and calling on Hollywood to take the lead in 
''deglamorizing mindless sex and violence.'' 

.Although the industry established a uniform, 15-point set of 
guidelines on violence a month after Clinton's interview, 
critics have been quick to point out they are no different to 
the in-house guidelines already in place at each network and do 
not advocate a reduction in violence. 

REUTER 



Cable to Air 
Violence 
Wfimings 
15 Networks Agree 
To Parental Advisory 

By Ellen Edwards 
.......... Su« ..... 

1be major playen in c:able·felni· 
' following the ad ol the -brold­
networks, ,esterdly qreed to 

air I nmina to plreDts Oil violent 
prosnms. 

Fifteen networks-including 
HBO, Showtime, USA, the Disney 
ChaMel, MTV, Nickelodeon, A&E, 
the Discovery Channel ind the 
Turner Entertlinment Networb­
ICCepted the ldvisory' which could 
be lpplied to ln)'thing shown on 'ta· 
ble, including movies. The criteria 

determining whit is violent will 
be left up to ac:h network. • 

While the 11reement waa en­
doned by Sen. Paul Simon ([).Dl.), 

of Capitol Hill's most YOCill crit· 
ics of television violence, he said in I 
statement that "'labeling violenc:e:il 
more ol 1 bandage than 1 real cure. 
The best solution ltiD is to reduce 
the overall levels of violence on teJe. 
vision.· 

The action, announced by the N. 
tional Cable Television Association, 
comes just days before an industry­
wide conference on television vi<>­
Jence to be held in Los Angeles. 
"You want to come in with some­
thing concrete agreed upon," said 

cable spokesman. 
The networks and the producers 

of television programs are doing all 
Ste CABLE, G6. Col 1 

.1 

Washington Post 7-30-93 

Cable Adopts 
Advisory 

CABLE.,._ GI 

Ibey Clll to bead off 1ny CIOllgressional restric· 
tions. They are panicularly lfraid that Conpss 
might ·require a "V <hip,• a device within 1 TV 
lhat parents could activate to blank out Ill)' pro­
snms that the networks coded a violenL 
. The c.ole label, identical to what tbe broad­

cast networks hive ldopted, will say: "Due to 
liome violent content, parental discretion ad· 
Yiaed.• Networks are free to ao beyond this basic 
lingual'; HBO, for one, is likely to make its ad­
~ more explicit.. perhaps desaibiDg the 
acts ol violence. 
. Like movie ntings, the label is an attempt at 
~If-regulation by 1n industry that hlS come un­
der widespread criticism in the last sevenl 
months,· especially aftft' the unusually bloody 
May ratings sweeps. · · 
. • In f~. its effect may be very limited. Many ol 
lhe cable networks already air a variety ol dis­
daimers. HBO and Showtime, for ezample, show 
the Motion Picture Association ol America rat· 
mgs for future movies. as weD IS ldvilories for 
eex, violence and language. HBO his carried dis­
daimers for 15 years, said spokesman Quentin 
Slhaffer. He said the spy movie "Blue Jee: which 
till air this fall, would carry I disdaimer, I& does 
die '1'ales From the Ceypt" anthology. 

On Sbowtime, the film noir series "'Flllen An­
tfls, • which begins Sunday niaht. will carry a 
'mature advisory: said McAdory Lipscomb Jr., 
lj!nior vice president for corporate affairs. 

: MTV spokesman Carole Robinson said every 
.video submitted for airing is reviewed by a stan­
dards conunittee. and "gratuitous violence is not 
something you would see on MTV." The net-

work has oa:asianally aired wamiDp in the past, 
lheaaid. 

The USA Network his carried advisories 
warning of mature subject matter or ldult situa­
tions for about 10 years but has never had a ~ 
lence warning, according to 1poke1m1n Dan 
Martinsen. He aid no programs have yet been 
designated to carry the new ldvilory. 

PeaY Bimel. director o1 aovemment lfflin 
for Turner Broadcasting, aid although her net­
work edit& movies "'belvily'" for violence, 8CllDe 

milbt still merit the WU'lliag. She cited 8CllDe 

Clint Ea,twood movies u an e:an41ie-
"'Pretty IOO" labeJa will lft 10 ubiquitous that 

we will PIY • 1 tde attention to them 11 we do to 
the waminp an toblc:co advenilil11: llid Pea>' 
0wTen. founder of the watcbdoa 1R1UP Action 
for OUldren's Televimoa, who bas c:riticilled la­
beling .. ine&diYe. 

Cable bas long been viewed U I WOl'8e offend­
er in airing violent procnms than brmdcat tele­
vision. A recent ltUdy cammisaioned by the Na­
tional Cable Television Alsociltion showed that 
to be true for c:able-orilinated dramatic pro­
paml, but not for children's &bows. 

The study excluded 111)' proerams or movies 
that were not made specifically for c:able, such aa 
fe.ature-leqth movies, which are often consider­
ably more violent than other fare and are the sta· 
pie ol IOllle cable networks. The ltUdy was done 
by George Gerbner ol the University ti Peansyl- · 
Vlnia's Anneaberg School for Communication. 

Lipscomb said the cable ne«wortcs were not in­
vited to join the broadcast networks. when they 
made their original. mmouncement, though they 
were eoc:ouraged to do so afterward. He said he 
thought that because cable bas aired advisories 
for years, "a munber ol the broadcasters felt 
they had to catch up with cable in informing their 
viewers." · 

Representatives of cable companies have been 
meeting under the Television Violence Act, 
sponsored by Simon, which waived antitrust laws 
to pennit discussions on the subject. 
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PAUL· SIMON 
U.S. SENA TOR 

July 29 - Aug. 5, 1993 

COHTACT: David Carle 
202-·224-7115 

ILLINOIS 

Simon Welcomes Cable Plan 
for Advance Parental Advisories on TV Violence 

Sen. Paul Simon has endorsed the decision by 15 cable networks 
to adopt the Advance Parental Advisory Plan to forewarn viewers about 
violent programs. · 

•1 welcome this move and commend the decision-makers at the 
cable networks who h~e made this a priority," said Simon, D-111. 
•informing viewers with these messages is a step forward, but labeling 
violence is more of a bandage than a real cure. The best solution still is 
to reduce the overall levels of violence on television.• 

The 15 cable networks announced July 29 that they will join the 
program, which includes advisory messages that will accompany 
especially violent programs and the commitment to provide advance 
listings of shows with advisory messages. According to officials at the 
participating networks, they will apply the review process to a~I programs. 
The networks are: Arts and Entertainment, USA Networks, TNT, 
Showtime, Nickelodeon, Nick-at-Nite, Comedy Central, The Disney 
Channel, The Family Channel, Home Box Office, Lifetime, The Discovery 
Channel, The Learning Channel, MTV Networks, and the (additional) 
Turner Entertainment Networks. 

The announcement came on the eve of the unprecedented 
industrywide conference on television violence set for Monday, Aug. 2, in 
Los Angeles. ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC announced the advisory .plan on 
June 30. The system - and the industrywide conference - are made 
possible under the Television Violence Act, which waives antitrust laws 
for three years to permit joint industry efforts to curb television violence. 
Simon is the author of the law, which expires Dec. 1, and was invited to . 
offer the keynote speech to the conference. 

-30-
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PAUL SIMON 
July 28 - Aug. 4, 1993 

CONTACT: David Carle 
202-224-7115 

U.S. SENATOR 

Simon: Nei'!l TV Violence Data 
Offered 'Hint of Change' 

On Eve of lndustrywlde Conference 

·ILLINOIS 

A new report lhowing a slight clp In prime time 1V vlolence added 9caJtious 
optimism• to efforts to address the issue on the ew of an unprecedented lndustrywlde 
conference on the ~ Sen. Paul Simon aald .kjy 28: 

The report, compl1ed by • team led by Dr. George Gerbner of the Untveratty of 
Pennsylvania's Anneiiberg School for Comnuiication, tracks vtolence on three 
broadcast networks tor ttvae viewing 18118on8, Including the cumtnt Hasan. Gerbner 
has documented violence on television longer than any other raeeardwr. 

Gerbnar credits some of the dedine to the Television VIOience Act. a three-year 
waiver of antitrust laws to anow joint efforts by the talevislon Industry to reduce 
vlolenc:e on televlslon. Simon, o-m., authored the law and Is Ill chief Senate 1po1111or; 
chief House sponsor of the law is Rep. Dan Glickman, 0-Kan. 11w broadcast 
networks used the Simon law last December to develop and Implement their firlt joint 
standards on vio1e1 ice and was used again June 30 for a eystem of 8dvm parental 
advis0ry messages-that ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC wUI Initiate this faD for violent 
programs. The law also made possible the Aug. 2nd lnduatrywlde mMti ig. 

"This report brings us back to the basic Issue: There Is too much vlolel IC8 
overall on television: said Simon. •Labeling will be helpful to a degree. But the real 
answer ts to reduce the levels of violence on televlslon. For that, 1811~ - not 
goverrment censorship - 18 the best solution. In the final months of the Televlllon 
Violence Act, the broadcast networks have taken Initiative and accepted respanslblllty 
that remains lacking among_others in the Industry, up to now, cable In pertic:ular. 

-on the eve of the conference, It's now possible to speaMd8 that the ... of 
Indifference may be ending,• Simon continued. Wfhe Industry Is gettl~ ; the message 
from the public, from the research community and from the Car igresa that talevillon 
Ylolenc:e contributes to violence In our BOCiety. I take this modest decline as a hopeful 
sign and as a hint of the lasting change we hope to eventually 188 on this problem. 

"There's nothing fundamentally new In these figures. Just the hint of change. 
But. tor the first time, we have reason to hope that the next eurvey !dl1 be algnlficentty 
different. On the basis of the steps that already have been taken, my guess I& that 
these numbers a year from now wUI be noticeably better, tor the new fall aeason on 
the broadcast networ1cs.• he said. 'We should not expect dramatic, overnight 
eolutions. A large Industry, Ike a ship, has to slow down befor8 It changes course. · 

"Three years ago, we urged the Industry to use this window of opportunity tor 
Hit-regulation under the Television VIOience AJ;t.,9 aald Simon. -For the first two years, 
we saw very Dttle acceptance of responslbUity tor self-regulation. But we've now come 
farther in six months than in the previous six years of working on this 1;>:>ue. As we 
head into this conference, I'm hopeful; but I'm cautiously hopeful. We shouldn't hope 
for too much from this conference, but we also should not hope for too little.• 

-30-
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1'73-13 1,30& 1,173 3,H9 71.2 5.3 i.2 52.3 '·' 153.7 

..... Smmrof~aa ... ..-.r of ptogr• llearll ~ -
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TABLE 5: VIOLENCE IN 
TEUMSION NETWORKS SATURDAY MORNING DJIAMAnc PROGliMS 

(lt73-1't3) 

...... ...... Du ••• 
s •••••• ,.,,..... - thW. Cllll"n 2 • . ..... ..... ... lln a..n ......... ....... mllllllr • •V •K ..... 

1t73-7t 37 11.1 us H.5 u.2 s •• 11.2 0 .. 7 212.2 
1176-15 JI 16.0 122 12.1 12.1 s.s "·' 0.1 lH.2 
1175-7' ' ' 1'.3 12• t~.1 il.3 '·' "·' 0.1 221.l 
19't-77 '' 15.1 118 )00•0 22.t '·' 15.1 2.5 Hl.7 
11'77-71 53 16.5 165 10.1 15.1 

. '·' 1'7.2 o.o 201.e 
lt71-71 .. U.l 107 l'J.9 25.0 s.s 11.0 o.o Hl.t 
H7t-a0 •2 u.s 1'3 11.9 17.2 s.• . ''·' o.o u.o.s 
1"0-11 " 15.l HS 11.0 21.t '·' "·' l .:t tH.l 
1H1-12 •• U.5 : lH 11.3 JO.t '-1 13.t o.o Ht.2 
1982-13 ., 10.1 120 97.7 30.3 s.t '3.3 O.B 2H.3 
1H3-H. " 13.7 1'2 tz.1 25.S '·' ID.3 o.o 237~0 

1911-15 55 11.1 HI 11.2 21.3 5.1 lt.7 2.1 251.J 
lt15-ll 13 15.l Ut 92.5 21.J J.2 TS.I 0.1 zu.t 
1911-17 38 11.1 18 92.1 25.l 3.2 72.& •-l 2H.1 
1117-18 31 U.l 85 100.0 25.5 '·' 72.t o.o 2'2.7 
1918-lt 31 10.5 71 87 .. 1 25.5 2.2 71.S o.o Ul.'f 
lH0-91 &D t .. 7 ID 12.5 s2.o 3.t ''·' 3.3 2u.1 
1191•'2 tl 10.7 .. 71.7 2f.2 &.1 H.3 3.& 21'.I 
J.192-tJ 31 10.s 13 to.3 17.t J.3 11.0 o.o 21t.2 

1173-93 192 2'2 2,334 92.1 23.0 '·' "·' 1.1 230.7 
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USA TODAY July 27, 1993 

ABC hot line 
tips off sensitive 
subject matter 
By Donna Gable 
USA TODAY 

Beglnntna SUDda)', Viewers 
can c:au an • NJmber to lad 
out wUI ABC llaowl Claey may 
Wint .., dick .... 

ABC'I ~y llaCllDe, .. 
21H222, wlJI be updated twice 
a ~ wUb Ille Ude. air dare 
and lllllVIWry of ABC prtme­
dme ..,..._ wttb lllllbive 
IUbjec:llDder. . 

ne aecwcn unveiled Cbe 
bot line Monday, a week be­
fDre die IDdusay bClllS a meet· 
Ina on 1V ¥lolenoe. 'l1le lmue 
bas dCJmlMfect die fall pn!SI 
tour ..,mg In Lal Aaeeles. 

Monday, ABC Entertain· 
ment President Ted Bamert 
told crtdc:s that bis netw01t'1 
movies will be lesl violent Ibis ••on. Wblle be defended • 
May's violent Murder in the 
Heartlan4. about lel'lal killer 
Charles Slartwealber, "'If that 
movie came to me tomo11ow, I 
don't think rd pick It up." 

Not tbat ABC will sby away 
from murder stories, .. but 
we've Ft to Ind a dUrerent 
way to do them." 

ABC's new adult drama 
NYPD Blue will not bave a~ 
Jenee wamiDg but this adviso­
ry. "'1b1s police drama con­
ta l ns adult language and 
scenes of panial nudity. View­
er discretion As advised." 

Sen. Paul Simon, o-m., 1ees 
tbe bot line as "another step" ln 
tbe war aplnst TV violence. 

And while labeling ts bel~ 
tul, '"Tbe best solution, still, ts to 
scale down the overall levels of 
violence." 
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TELEVISION 

•\· .. ~ -: . 
TIME Magazine Aug. 2, 1993 

The Networks Run Fl 
To avoid• wiamlng lllbel, 
violent shows are getting 
toned down-or dropped 
., lllCIWIDZOGUll 

P 
aoouca JORN LANGLEY WAS 
~a rough c:ut olbll new 
Fox aetwork lbow Olp Files a 
couple of weeb aao. mad be 
wun't bappy. In one ..ae, a 

female police ollicer m.,,n.es • barglary 
aupect In a wueboUle; be attacb ber 
avqely, then 1be lboota blm In aelf'­
defeue. When Fm cemon objected to the 
Yiolence, Laqley WU forced to make 
drutic ac:ilkms. ..It was absurd," be 
mys. "°111e preuure was OD WI to de­
empbulr.e the attack, ao yau wvund ap 
abowiDt ber lbooUDt bbD wltbout any 
motivation." lugley, like many otben In 
HolJywaod. lmowo the rmaon for tbJI oat­
brmk or aqummllbnm: the ne:twoa ... 
ba\'e lllddenly 80l relilloD OD the 111"9ec1 
olvioleDce. 

After aeveral rounds or~ 
belriDp tbat aired concerns about .. 
Jenee on TV, the lCJUJ' networks mt month 
announced a joint 19ponae. Starting 
In September, ~ wUJ attach a 'WU'DIDg 
label-DUE TO IOlllE VJOLDIT OOlfftN'I', 
PAUl'ft'Al. Dl&CllmON ADVISED-to lbows 
wlth.bf8b levels olmaybem. Over the put 
two weeks, network eucutlvel ba\'e 
trooped before jankeUng TV journnlilta In 
Los ADfe)es to ltJu8 their concerns about 
'riolence-and uaert tbat they aren't the 
only ones to blame. Nat Monday a belvy­
weltbt lineup or 1'V producers. network 
executives and otber lndUlh)' bflwtp 
wOJ meet to uplore the 'Violence mue at a 
ct.ylong .. IUIDmlt conlerence" lpoDIOnd 
by the National CcnmcD for Families and 
Televtaion. 

Initial rmction to the networks' label­
ing plan WU precUc:tably lkeptic:al. Critics, 
from conaervattve watcbdot 1Vry Ra­
kolta to earnest Dt!!WBpaper columnists, 
complained tbat thf! warnJng label was a 
cop-out. a Band-Aid aoluUon tbat 'WUUld 
not reduce violence but wou~ • mnply 
point out more clearly where to find it. But 
as production for the new season ,ets un­
der way. the impact of the new label is 
shaping up as substantial. m~ even 
crippling. The Clean Up Your Network 

I 
Bla!.lini; away in NBf"!. Ambush m Waco 
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Cover 
I campatgn may belp make TV safer for 

tida. but ft wW almost eertaJDJy make net­
wmt. proerulming even blander tban It 
alreadyla. 

with rear nudity, relatively 
rough language ("You pissy 
little bitch"), and some ltrong 
Tiolenc:e. ID the face of dlllate 
dl8comfort-roulhJY a third or 
ABC ldation aecuttves polled 
at a recent aetwurk meeting 
aUd they mlgbt not nan tbe 
lbow-Bodlco .... be would 
coa1lder makln1 aome 
c:flu&lel: "Tm trytag to be 8ef:l• 
altlve to tbe CODCll'U wttbaut 
cmnpromlaiagtbe*"'." . 

Tille antl-violeace cam­
palp may lulve an llftD ..-t­
• lmpm:t ID tbe lbowl tbat 
wiewen .,.y ... All three 
aaetwwb lane .... Ibey wW 

fte lraay al tbe CUJTeDt outcry la tbat 
It com• at a time wben Yiolenee OD tbe 
Detworb ii at a low ebb. Five. 10 or 15 
,.an qo, tbe prtmHlme ICbedules were 
pecJred with tanuJeat crime lbows like 
1"' A·n.int. Jl#llltd fob, Hlllll6 and Hill 
Stred m-. 'l"lae bne all but disalf­
peared. Nplaced by lltcom1, •apztne 
lbowa ud .. loft" dl"UDU lib L.A. Lflr» 
ud NorUwnt Bltpo6un. VioleDce ii l1qely 
coalDed to • few ...uty lbows. Op. 
Alnl!rlDll)' JI0$1 Nbntat. and truHl'lme TV 
morilll wlUcb -are allaadant bat whoee 
'riolenee Joob polltMly prim beside the 
bnatallty al any Ldllal Nmpon 1eq11el or 
Scbw•neaea atnvagama. . 

0.hul C.111J...,P .111d D1 11111·, rr.1n1 of N'rPD 81111 

all from tbetr ownal­
ou punalt altnae-crime mov­
• al tbe week. AllC, fticb 
drew Ire for Ha two-parter In 

Sdll. flced wttb public CODcml about 
tbe el'ect TV vlolenee mltht be baYiD8 OD 

JOUlll ftewen. tbe Detworka bne wwed 
to ICl"Ub lbelr boa.a even deaner. 'Jbe la­
bel klelf may tuna out to be IPU1Jllly 
uecl. Net..,. k olidala tay rew. If any, or 
tbelr recuJar 9el'ies wW be ., branded; 
oaly Steven Bocbco'1 racy new cop lbcrw 
for ABC, NYPD Blw, bu been 1lngled out 
u llkely to let a weekly wunlnt. ID tener­
al. the label will be lppUed OD a cue-by­
cue bula to certain TV movies and lncU­
Yidual epillodea ofreplar .mes. 

Tbe ...i queatJon II whether a "V'' la­
bel-Uke an R or NC-17 ntlng for feature 
llme-wOl become·a ltjpla to be avoided 
at almost all COltl. Tbe rear II tbat adw:r­
u.ers, .....,_ Uittllb about controvenlal 

a.., lbw adtallwra -.pport .W-." 
Prodacer1 are Ja1tlflably worried 

abaat Cbe c:bllllDI etl'ect tb1I could Uve OD 
prowc:attw: PJ'CICl'UlllDJn. "'Once JOU aet 
advertla,lng ,.tuning. you11 bavea deblll­
tatlng el'ect on aome ofTV'1 moet pcl'IV­
ful dnmu," says Dick Wolf, aecuUve 
producer al 1111C

1
1 Law ff Onllr. ""Wben 

Low ff OrM- started, we did epllodel OD 
•bjectl like abortloD<l.IDJc bomblnll. ID 
tldl curTeDt eavtronmeat, I doa't lmow II 
u..e would ever l4ve aottea made." 'nae 
network ltalldard84Dd-practlcel depart· 
meats are already bu:nulng tbelr -.tat· 
lance. "We're ued to dealing with Stan­
dard& 6 Practicea OD a dally buia In tenDI 
of laquate and violence," says LanlleY of 
Cop /i'UG. "But tbey'W become even more 
cautious recently."' .oc &ltertalnment 
c:hlef'l'ed ffarber1o lp"ttng to dilates ID 
June, promt.ed tbat the netwark wuald 
·''work to keep tbe 'riolence to tbe abaolate 
minimum" this f&ll. Geof1le Vradenbura 
Sd, aecutlw: 'Wice preeldeat al Fm Inc., 

... \d\('l'lis<·rs \\ill IH' l<·n1111i11g-lik<· 
i 11 t IJpj I' (l\ oidt1 IH'( 1 or t IH 1S( 1 pro~l"(llll\ ... 

proeram1 tbat mtpt lmplre a letter-wrtt­
IDI campatgn or an adftrtiller boycott, wW 
be 9C8l'ed off by any lhow tbat carries tbe 
label. Madi8on Avenue ftterans think they 
wUJ. "Advertilerl wW be lemmlng-Uke In 
their evoldallce of these programs," says 
Gene DeWitt, president of bis own New 
York City media management finn, "be­
cause advertising on tbem will just be ask­
ing for trouble." Asserts Betsy Frank, a se­
nior vice president of Saalchi & Saatcbi: 
"You are shining a spotlight on certain 
programs and on advertisers who are sup­
porting those programs. In elrect, it's say-

110W1 .. lnc:nued attntlon not only to the 
depiction or Ylolenee but llao to wbetber 
there are appropriate Wll)'8 to reeom con­
flicts without using Yiolenee." One CBS 
shaw bis already been aft'ected: IMilUr. 
1b-as Ranger. a western starring Chuck 
Nonis that premiered ln the spring, will 
be less violent when It returns to the fall 
schedule, network programmers say. 

The program drawing the most acrutl· 
ny lsNYPDBiue;!lt is an admitted effort by 
Bocbco, creator of Hill Strttt Blues, to do 
network TV's first R-rated series. The pi­
lot episode contains a steamy sex scene 

TIME. AUGUST:?. 1993 

May about 19508 .... mar-
.._. Cbutes &wn.tber, .... taJ'Ded 
*"'a a peopwed TV movie abaat Jl80a 
maa marderer IUcbard Speck. Cdb 
may c:beer at tbe demlle ol tb1I tawdry · 
TV-movie crime wave, but FOil 8liDa may 
aet burt In tbe procea. AIC bad plumed to 
air tbe aplaelYely Yialellt (and o.:.r.tn­
nm,) 6lm Ooo4feUa tldl--. cmnplete 
wttb an lntrodudion by director Martin 
Searl !I! ID fticb be WIU tbe Ibo II 
aot. ~al vlaimceo Ill tbe car­
rmt climate. tbe aetwort bu decided to 

puD Cbe l1m tram tbll--·· 8Cbedule. MeuwbDe. network e:ucatlvel are 
cmnplalnlq loudly about belDI madf; 
-=apepta for a luJler prablem ID 80Clety. 
""'!'be TV networb are a lot euler t.111et 
than tbe Natloaal RUie A-ndltioa. .. -­
CBS F.lltertabunent prealdeat Jell Sa­
canatY· He and others point out tbat moat 
TV vtolenee II faallld not on Cbe aaetwu 
bat OD IJllC(lcated llbowl like 7'1w l!ldaacla­
ab/es and Hfgltltutlhr. and OD cable dlan· 
Dela, wlllcb are ltllJJ free to air wbalever 
tbey wanL Not to mention 'fldeo pmes, 
nated mories-ead, ol coane. rm! life. 
"'Tbere'• aotblng more 'liolear tban 
watcbfDI tbe 11 o'c:loc:t news at llfebt, and 
DOtbiDg men tmlc," caateada Peter Gu­
ber, cbaJrmaD al Soay Plctura Blltertaln­
meal "'Baby Falla Out orWIDdow1 Tune In 
at 11 ! We baYe to lpply tbe 11111e atan­
darda to ID 'flsaaJ tmeps not jut what 
we call eatertalllmeat, but H'Wl. lnforma­
tlon and reallty-llued ......._" 

'Jbe controversy 0¥9' wbetber TV~ 
lence truly aft'ects tbe way people act will 
continue to roll. witb little cbance of being 
resolved conclusively. For now, however, 
those alarmed by violence have tbe apper 
band. Until viewen raise new alarms by 
tuning out In aearch or more ltlmulatlng 
entertainment, network TV eeems beaded 
for a dull, discreet stretch, .,, ,..,.., 
....,. ,,.,,,,..,.,,,_ IWt..,, """-' ,,__, ........... 
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•EDITORIAL BY MORTIMER B. ZUCKERMAN 
mn:ll-IN-Oml' 

THE VICTIMS OF 1V VIOLENCE 

Do you despair at the sight of.the youngster in a 
trance in front of the television set? You m 
-not alone. With sets turned on in the inner city 

for ll hours a day, with video, pay per view and multi· 
plying cable channels, 1V has become the dosest and 
most c:onstant companion for American children. It has 
become the nation's mom and pop, storyteller, baby 
sitter, preacher and teacher. Our ~dren watch an 
astonishing S,000 hours by the first grade and 19,000 
hours by the end of high school-mo~ time than they 
spend in class. The question more and more concern­
ing parents, psychologists and public officials is this: 
What is all this viewing doing to them? 

The greatest impact is on preadoles­
cent children who do not yet have the 
capacity to gauge what is real and what I 
is not. To them, 1V is a repon on bow 
the world really works. There may be a 
comic side to it. One Indiana school 
board bad to issue an::.advisory that 
then is no such thing as the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Tunics that the children 
had been crawling down storm drains 
to reach. But there ~s nothing amusing 
about the perception children gain 
from 1V that violence is the easy solu­
tion to many problems, employed by 
good characters as much as bad and 
always leading to a happy ending. 

The concern is that in later life, those conditioned to 
violence will intuitively continue to regard it as exciting, 
charismatic and effective. Consider how pervasive it is. 
By the age of 18, according to one estimate, a youngster 
will have seen 200,000 acts of violence on 1V, including 
40,000 murders. 1V Guidt looked at 10 channels on one 
normal 18-hour day and found 1,846 individual acts of 
violence - and every hour of prime time carries six to 
eight acts of violence. Violence has become normal, the 
Pied Piper to lure the vulnerable to a darker world. 

The youthful world bas become dramatically more 
violent. Consider this piece of anecdotal evidence 
turned up by CBS News: The seven top problems in 
public schools in 1940 were identified by teachers 
as talking out of tum, chewing gum, making noise, 
running in the halls. cutting in line. dress-code 
infractions and linering. By 1980, the seven top prob­
lems had been identified as suicide. assault. rob-

bery, rape, drug abuse, alcohol abuse and pregnancy. 
·It is hard to avoid the judgment -that lV, an aero- · 

nym for too violent, has become an lintegral pan of this 
. problem. Research suggests that it increases physical 

aggression in c:bildren, such as getting into fights and 
. disrupting the play of others. Does !this increase in ag· 
gression contn"bute to the explosion of c:rimiDal vio­
lence? Many argue that it does. They point to llUdies 
such as one demonstrating that c:bildren who watc:bed 
a lot of 1V violence at 8 years of age have a higher 
propensity to commit violent crime by age 30, includ­
ing the beating of their own children. 

There are those who argue that 1V 
violence is a catlwtic rather than a 
stimulanL Indeed, precise malign COD· 

nections may be difficult to prove. But 
common sense dictates that the effect 
cannot be good. Some 80 percent of 
Americans feel that 1V violence is 
harmful to our society and that there is 
too much of it 11 our entertaininent. 
The burden of proof should fall on 
those who continue to promote vio­
lence and use it as e111tenainment. 

The 1V networks recently made a 
concession by providing a rating sys­
tem to alen viewers to impending vio­
lence. It is a gesture, but that is all it 
is. It identifies the violence but it does 

not remove it. It puts the onus on the parents-and 
parents do have a duty to protect their children from 
the brutalizing effect of nightly slugings. But parents 
cannot do it all, given absences for work and for travel; 
that many children watch 1V in their own rooms, and 
that the alen system excludes c:artooimS. cable, videos 
and so fonh. . 

The alen system is no more than a beginning, a rec­
ognition but not a resolution. The minimum nat step 
is to take advantage of the technical capacity to manu­
facture 1V sets with a computer chip that will allow 
parents, unilaterally, to block off programs canying 
the V rating-just as we now mandate sets to help the 
deaf. And with that should go an earnest effon by the 
creative controUers to take the V out of much more of 
their television. It is not a happy prospect that a com­
mercial Big Brother could substitute for the Orwellian 
Big Brother. • 
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TIM ROBBINS AND SUSAN SARANOON IMPLORE THE 

nation to treat Haitians with AIDS more 
humanely. Rohen Redford works for the envi­
ronment. Harry Belafonte marches against the 
dwh penalty. . 

Actors and producers seem to be constantly 
speaking out for noble causes far removed 
&om their lives. They set:m nien more v0cal 
and visible now lhat ~ is a Democrat in the 
White House. But in the one area <Mr which 
they ~ control-the excessift violence in 
1hc entertainment industry-Hollywood 
8Clivists remain silent. 

This summer, Washington was abuzz with 
talk abow lhe movie Daw, in which Kevin 
Kline sws as the acting president. But every 
lime I saw an ad featuring Kline. the movie I 
couldn't get out of my head was Grarad Canyon. 
There are lWO scenes in it lhat explain much of 
wtw bas gone wrong in America. 

Kline's chancter has a friend. played by St~ 
Manin, who is a producer of the '6-grade, violent movies lhat Hollywood 
euphemistically calls "action• films. But afier an armed robber shoots Mar­

s chanicter in lhe leg. he has an epiphall)[i 
•1 can't make lhose movies any more; he decides. ·1 can't makr another 

: of an lhat glorifa violence and bloodshed and brutality .... No more 
exploding bodies, uplocling buildings, exploding anything. I'm going to 

make the world a better c'>lace.· 
A momh or lWO later. Kline calls on Manin at his Hollywood Rudio to 

congratui.te him on lhe "new direction· his career has takrn. 
•What? Oh lha1; Manin says dismissively. "Fuck that. That's over. I 

must haw been delirious for a few weeks there: 
He then gins up ~ry hoary excuse for Hollywood-generated violence 

)'OUW ewr heard, ending with: "My movies reflect whats going on; they 
don't makt what's going on." 

This is Hollywood's last line of defense for why it shows murder and 
mayhem on the big screen and the little one, ;n prime time and early in 
the morning, to children, adolescents, and adults: 

We don't cause violence., wt just repon it. 
Four yurs ago, I joined the legion of writers, researchers, and parents 

who ~ tried to force Hollywood to confront the more disturbing uuth. I 
wrote a series of newspaper anicles on the massive body of evidence that 
establishes a dim:t cause-and-effect relationship between violence on tele­
vision and violence in society. 

The orchesttalcd response from the indusuy-a series of letters seeking 
to discredit me-was something to behold. 

Because the fact is, on 
the one issue over which 
they have power, the liber­
als in Hollywood don't act 
like progressive thinkers; 
they act like, say, the 
National Rifle Association: 

Guns don't kill people, 
people kill pc()ple. 

Wt. don't ca\i.sc violence in 
the world. we just reflect it. 

Passing the buck 
in Tmseltown 

.•Y MICHAIL IUlASNY 

'•r sen11 ,..,,, Mlclt••I 1Cres11y ......, • "'°""""' w.t c..t,.,,,,,. 
... -- ..,.,, ......... (or ... 
Cllllllllf ..,,..,, ..... s •IHI .....,,,,, 
NIPKf for alien. lrNMy fefr 1111 
COlftlftercl•I ,,.,,..,,. to ..... to 
,..,.. .... In ,..,.., 1"J. .,,, 
.... Klwny., .,.rtu,.. ,,._ com­
••rclol refllo •s sy11tbollc of tit• 

lndultry irwwl....., --- ... ,., 
.,,,, CWlllUUll'I) .,.,, ..., ,..... ,..,le lrUll fllHI 
... ...... ,ltt)l 

Mother Jones ewnn;,,,..,..,, "'-"' .... ,.,.,. 
.,.. trelHI ....,.., ...... f'41rtlcu,.,,, .......... . 
'9nc-. In dte ...,..,.llllMI ......,,~ Mn elHI TY 
proflucen. fllreclon. •IHI .,..en dell• dtat ....,. 
..,,. ID crecrte -*' of ortJrtlc •IHI soclcll ,.,.,., 
,.. ... .,.... wfMrt .. -ctltd our dtlldrelt-see II 
_,.,...,,.,.,, .... How arll .. l'ICWidle dte llm 
AIM..-...C Wfdt dte cmc ID IOdely of ...... llldl 
..... .., Awl .. wfMrt Utllnt ............ , ..... 
... , ..... for .... repercualolls of....,,. .,...,,. 
........ •ltd .. ...,.,,.,, "9owu7 "'-"' ~ • ,_, ,.,,.,.,.. ..................... 
BRIAN GRAZER, Ron Howard's partner, has 
produced more than tw.nty mcwles. •Most of 
..., ftlms hawe been SWHt-splrlted: ...........,,_ 
Splallt. Mt Glrf. I'm proud of them. Others I'm 
not so proud of. I learned a bl1 le11on with 
~" Cop. Now obj1Clled to the wlolent 
C10111r.w1tadon-. and there wu no pralll1m 
with It In ow- focus sroupa. Then I lhow8d It to 
'"'"" ,..,...old. and al of ......... ,..,._....,, 
I put mr nancl..,... hh .,_.. I knew• that point 
that W9'd made a mlnalle. It WU too late llD cut 
the tmne, but I would cut It now. 

•usually bad moftel aren't hits. I don't ... 
Freddy Krue1er [Nl11ttm•r• 011 Elm Street] 
movle1, and I wouldn't want my kld1 to see 
them. I don't know w.hY people make such 
mcwlea. ,...., .... tick." 

901 SHAYE. chief eacuthie dncer of New Line 
Cinema. la reapondlle for the NW1t11www .,. Dn 
Screec horror fllma. '"T'here'I an alrnon urdonlc 
or dour humor llD Ff'9ddJ Krueaer [the &n Screec 
klller], eapeclally to fant&IJ horror butfa. 7he 
tales are useful and cautlonarJ. ,....,. eugeat that 
..ti and "vm are eve; pwhere and that we need 
to be prepared. They're not Intended for lrldL 

.. We cl"l!ate a product. IP'eople buy It or they 
don't. It pains my aesthetic iudlfnent. but I often 
feel a aood mcwle 11 one that rnalces moM,t My 
lntel"l!st 11 In entertalnln1 people. The Kiiien and 
Bcnman? To0 much for Irids. I can draw my Ones. 
Not everyone can." 
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SAM HAMM 1hare1 1creenwrltln1 credit for 
lotmon and lotmon A.cums. "It wu probabty a 
bad Idea to excite tmall children to ... lotmon 
............ The tie-In to McDonald's wu the idea 
of~people. . 

'"llut I'm amblftlent about all of thl1. I can 
.....,..,... befn1 teared u a lcJd • horror fUms 
and ... lap 1111 a cravlns for th.c IOl"t of ...., 
but that'I what may form lma1lnatlon In a 
1trOft1 way and that's what crutet narratlft 
and Inner llfe. le tuchel you to look for scuff . ..._..not_,. In the arc you enjoy i..r on.· 

-.•m not .,....,n1 to UpoM lddl to ,,,., die 
lltlt mowle1 or porno, but I feel there's too 
much audon about .... lddl .... Grawladns 
toward the forbidden .. a ........ part of ....... ....... 

-.•m ......,. of stlmulMlon and effect. wuy 
"" ....... ""...,..... .. experience bui: my own. 
I knew u a kid wery clearly th• cllstlnetlon 
lbecww rul Ylolenc9 and cartoon or mm fto. 
o.nc.. rm waldns for the leslonl of lhoM llflKt­cld.., what...., ... to ........ ••II'" 
VIVIENNE VERDON-ROE ell· 
rected the documentary fllm 
Women for A111erfco, for Tit• 
WWfcl. ., can't ao to ,,_ popu­
lar mo•l•1 without chocldn1 
them out with friend• first, 
because I can't phy1lcally sit 
........ [Ylolent .... j. "'body 
wlll not allow It. People Nally 
oustwc to Chink about the effects. 

I 

·~ 

They 1n11J not faint lllm I do, but they're 11ft1n1 
deMnsltlnd to wlolence, and It contrlMiel to 
the 90Clal ~of ....... and the ..... 

•sn 11~ MJcu1t ..,.,, there.,.. .. 1ew 
~ ... "'.to morin ~there's 
often ftOthlns .... for them to do, and If they 
llr'9 .......,. or bad rncwlel, no one In 90Clety 
..... to ... ..,..,. ... 

-.•m not an lnllder. I'm not IMn1 down there. 
Out I know enoup. It's all rnone,. herythln1'1 
......,.1t'sholrtie." 

RICHARD DONNER di· 
rected the Letl•of 
Weapon mowle1, Super-

"'°"" The Omen, and The 
Goonl•s. amon1 othen. 
.. ., people ... sntuitous 
•lolence In any of the 
IAthol Weopon mcMel, I 
wonder If they'•• H•n 

the tame rncMe. It's entertainment. That's my 
obllpdon. I brvuiht eoclal laues Into the t..dtol 
Wtopon morin, Hice when Danny Glower's famtty 
come1 down on him for eatln1 tuna, or the 
'Stamp out the NllA' 1lsn up In the LA polke 
1tatlon. In the lut one the dau1hter wean a 
pro-choke T-lhlrt. 

"Youw iot to pnwe [a connection between 
film Ylolence and real Ylolence] to me. Movies 
do pnwoke. I won't do 1raiultous or anlrnal vio­
lence. We went a little too far In the flrlt Uthol 
Weapon, but I wanted to move more a~er that 
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warped 

THE FlRST CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS INTO THE EFFECTS OF TEllVISION VIOLENa 
took place in 1954. Although television was srill rdatmly ~ ils airaor· 
dinary marketing power was already evident. The tube was tuching 
Americans what to buy and how to act, noc only in advm.iKmmls, bul in 
dramatic shows, too. . 

· Everybody from Hollywood producers to Madison Avenue 8C:I 1 

would boast about this power-and seek to utilize it on dual axks: to 
maJcc money and to ~make society along better lines. 

Because it ·seemed ludicrous to ISsat that there WIS only onC ua-tbe 
depiction of violence-where ttlevision did not influence beti.vior, lhe 
te~n industry came up With this theory: Walcbing Yiolmce is cadw· 
tic. A violent person might be sated by watching a murder. 

The notion intrigued social scienlists, and by 1956 lhey were studying it 
in earnest. Unfortunate~ walCbing Violence turned out .0 be anydUng but 
cathanic . 

In the 1956 ~ one doun four-yur-dds W8lched a "\\body \\bod­
pecbr" cartoon that was full of violem images. 1MM ocher prachoolers 
watched "Uttle Red Hen," a peaceful canoon. Tben the chUdrm Mft 

obserwd. The children who watched. "Woody Woodpeclc£r" were 
likely to hit ocher c:bildttn, vabally llCCOSt their cJassmares, brak rays. be 
disruptm. and mgage in clesuuctiYt behavior during free pla)I 

For lhe next thirty )Ul'S, researchers in all walks of the social scimca 
studied the question of whether relevision causes violence. The results 
haft been stunningly conclusift. 

"There is more published research on this topic than on almost any 
other social issue of our time," UniYersity or Kansas Professor Aletha c. 
Huston, chairwoman of the American Psychological Association\ Task 
Force on ~levision and Societ)t told Congress in 1988. "Vanually all inde­
pendent scholars agree that there is evidence that ttlcvtsion can 
aggressm behavior." · 

There haft been some thrtt thousand studies of this issue-dghi i.h of 
them major research efbts-and they all say the mne lhing. 0( the eight)o­
five major studies, the only one that Caile:d to find a causal relalionship 
between television violence and actual violence was paid for by NBC. When 
tht study was subsequendy reviewed by three indq>tndenl social sdedists, 
all thrtt concluded that it actually did demonsmie a causal rclalionsbip. 

Some highlights from the history of TV violence racarch: 
• In 1973, when a town in mountainous 'A'eStCrn CalUlda WIS wiftd (or 

television signals, University or British Columbia rHearchers obsawd 
first· and seto;id-graders. Within two years, the incidence of bming. bit­
ing. and shoving increased 160 percent ln those classes. 

• Two Chicago doctors, Leonard Eron and Rowell Hucsmann, iDUawm 
the viewing habits or a group or childttn ror rwenty-two yurs. They found 
that watching violence on television is the single best predictor or violent 
or aggressift behavior later in life, ahead of such commonly accepted fac­
tors as parents' behavior, ~ and race. 

•l£levision violcntt drects youngsters o(' all tge1, of both genders, al all 
socioeconomic levels and all 1evels of intelligence," they told CongrtSS in 
1992. "The effect is not limited to childrtn who are already disposed co 
being aggressift and is not restricted to this COUIUJ')C" 

• fascinated by an explosion or murder ntes in the United States and 
Canada that began in 1955, after a generation of Nonh Americans r 
come or age on television violence, University or Washington Professor 
Brandon Centerwall decided to see if the same phenomenon could hr 
observed in Soulh Africa, where the Afrikaner-de .nated regime · -
banned lelevision until 1975. 

He found that eighl yurs after TV was inU'Oductd-showing mostly Hol· 
lywood-produced fare-South Africa's mutder rate skyrocketed. His most 
telling finding was that tht crime rate increased first in the white Communi· 
tics. This mirrors U.S. crime statistics in tht 1950s and especially points the 
finger at telrvision. because whites ~re the first to get it in both counaies. 



.... 

Bolder than most researchers, Cen­
terwall argues flatly that without vio­
lent lelevision programming. there 

. migh1 be as many as ten thousand 
fewer murders in lhe Uni1ed S1a1es 
each year. 

• In 1983, Universiry or California, 
San Diego. researcher David P. 
Phillips wanted lO Stt if there was a 
COl'l'Clation belwttn telmsed boxing 
matches and violence in lhe sttttls of 
America. 

Looking at crime rates af 1er every 
televised heavyweigh1 championship 
figh1 from 1973 to 1978, Phillips 
found tha1 the homicide rate in the 
United Stales rose by an 8YeJ'8F of 11 
percem (or appraxima1ely one Wttk. 
PhilliPs also found that the killers 
~ likely to focus their aggression 
on victims similar IO the losing fagh1-
er: if he was white, the incrnsed 
number of victims were mostly 

while. The -:onvase was true if the losing fighter was black. 
• In 1988, researchers Daniel G. Linz and Edward Donnerstein of the 

. Universiry of California, Santa Barbara, and St~n ~nrod of the Universi­
ry of Wisconsin snadied the effects on young men of horror movies and 
"IJaWr• films. 

They found that depictions or violence, not sex. are what desensitizes 
people. - . 

They divided male students into four groups. One group wat 'led no 
mav ;es, a second watched nonviolen1. X-rated movies. a third ""atched 
teenage sexual-innuendo movies, and a founh watched the slasher films 
Texas Chainsaw Massacrr, Friday tht' JJih Parr 2, Maniac, and Toolbox 
Murdm. 

All the )'OUng men wen placed on a mock jury panel and asked a series 
or questions designed to measure their empathy for an alleged female rape 
victim. Those in the fourth group measured lowest in empathy for the spe­
cific victim in the experiment-and for rape victims in general. 

THE ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE IS OFTEN MORE COMPEWNG THAN THE SCIENTIFIC 

studies. Ask any homicide cop from London to Los Angeles to Bangkok if 
television violence induces rul-life violence and listen carefully to the cyn­
ical, knowing laugh. 

Ask David McCanhy. police chief in Greenfield. Massachusetts. why 
nineteen-year-old Mark Branch killed himself after stabbing an eigh1ttn­
year-old female college student lo dea1h. When cops searched his room 
they found ninery horror movies, as well as a mache1e and a goalie mask 
like those used by Jason, the grisly Siar of Friday iht JJih. 

Ask the families or thirry-five young men who commiued suicide by 
playing Russian roulette afm seeing the movie Tht Dt'tr Hunlt'r. 

Ask George Gavi10. a lieu1enam in the Cameron County. Texas, sheriff 5 
depanmen1, abou1 a cult that sacrificed a1 leas1 thineen people on a ranch 
west of Matamoros, Mexico. The suspects kept mentioning a 1986 movie, 
Tht Btlinitrs, abou1 rich families who engage in ri1ual sacrifice. ·rhey talk 
about it like that had some1hing lo do with changing lhem," Gavito 
recalled la1er. 

Ask LAPD lieutenant Mike Melton about Angel Regino or Los Angeles. 
who was picked up after a series of robberies and a murder in which he 
wore 1 blue bandanna and fedora identical to those worn by, f redd); lhe 

1Stic anti-hero of Nightmarr on Elm 5rrrtt. In case anybody missed lhe 

toward a lea real and more comic-book 9fllct. 
despite the put reaction~ had. 

.. Public trust comes Into nlmmakln1. The 
filmmaker 11 ultimately accountable. I can 
defend my own wortc Clftly on personal ,,........ 
ff I'm a~ of anrthlns. I hope It's pod 
emotion and humor. c:..or. 
lhJp .. In the ....... .,.cem. 
ltwortm." .. 

CALLIE KHOURI won an 
Academy Award for her 
screenplay of TltelM• end 
LeulH ... I haft a hard time 
with ftolence fUlt to enter­
tain. but I bellew It can be 
ftry effectlft In pttln1 a 
point KrOll. I rwl1lld to It 

I, 
. 

In my fllm, but there wu a conscience to It. 
Thelma and LGulle felt 11191 ..... done ........ 
wron1. and there were bit con1e11uence1-
lnduclns P'J'Chic ~ 

"'Outlaw ............ always ...... a cadlanh 
for men, but denied to women. I w utl_....., 
frustrated with the literal Interpretation of 
ThelMo •nd LeulH. Doesn't &llJOM read UIJ• 
more or understand metaphor? The fllm wu 
supposed to ... complex. without ..., ....... 
and with flawed characters. I thoupt when 
LoulH shot that 1uv that there'tl be dead 
..lence In the thucer. That scene w wrta.n 
ar.fully: It WU an attornplied ,.,.. and I want• 
... to ................ did Wl"Dl'I· And ........ 
cheered. I WU ......... .. 

LESLIE MOONVES 11 head of 
Lortmar lbldios, .... called .... 
fifth network., which produced 
the TV moriet "JKk the Ripper" 
and .. Deliberate ltran1er1" 
(Moue oerlal killer Ted BunclJ). -
...... lhowl that Moom9s haa 
cansklerMly more pride In, IUCh 
as .. I'll Fly Away" and .. Home 
Front." .. I'd IOft to do another 
'I'll Fly .,,_,,, but the corpo1.., 

bolMI won't let me. When rou 
pc burned with .,a11ty prosrammlns rou pc 
........,_,.. .... ,... ...... to ltlck to the ..... 
that make moMSL You know what the problem 
111 Networtc chan ... Somebody Hire am Paley 
[former chalnnan of CU] UMd to UJ that he 
didn't care H he pt a cw.a.. share, becau1e 
there wu a public trust and IOdaJ r11p ansltllity 
to put on an 'I'll Fly ,,,,,.,.. GE burs a Wwk. 
and JOUW pt 11 dlflwont apnda. 

.. Network presidents don't keep their fob• 
baaed on the number of Emmy awards. Let's 
face It: there II more senudon and Wcll•ice be­
cau1e It works. The mowle of the week has 
become the killer of the week story. 

"Do we haft a respon1lblllty to .Ur public? Of 
course. I honestly don't know what to do about 
It. How's that for an answer?" 

JOE ESZTERHAS h111 written the 1crlpt1 for 
such ma;or Hollywood fllm1 as Betnryaf, ~ 
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&Ip, lcalc lftltlnct. and SIW.r. His wortc hu been 
crfticlud u MXllt and homophobic ... I don't Hice 
to be a Monday mornln1 quarterback on my 
own wortc.." . 

DAWN STEEL became 
the ftnt woman ta head a 
major studio when she 
was made president of 
Columbta Pictures In 
ltl7. Durln1 her career, 
she has worbd on such 
ftlm1 u ., Gun. 8"erfy 
Hiiia Cop II, C..U.llle1 of 
W•r, W••n H•rr'I Met 

WJ and l..oolr '"'°' .,.,,.. She now runs her 
own praducdon C1DfftPU1J. 111 bellew I._...,,.,. 
made a movie In Md taste or with......,,. .. 
lence. 8ut IDr profit. ... had to ma.. movies 
not lram m, eoul. If I want tD maim a fllm 1Dr 
paalon. I h-. to ...... It IDr .... mone,. 

-.•m more c,nlcal about the wlolenc:e In LA 
than about wlolence In our business. lt'I un· 
w.. ble whether movies reflect the culture 
or Ylce ,,..,,.-. I monitor my kid's mowle1 and 
won't let her-. what's not appropn.c. IDr her. 
Tllere's no way you can c.nsor any mowle In this 
country that'• beln1 made. That's our First 
AmeHdment." 

MATT GROENING II cre­
ator and eucutlwe pro· 
ducer ol the TV hit ""The 
Slmplons." °""'ldme you 
wlsuallze somethln1, lt'I 
dHncult not to storlfy It. 
hef'J antiwar m.,. .. pro­
war, becauM lb Ylolence 
11 ltJllud and an mucllence 
can be NrnOYed from It 
and enjoy It. Styll1tlcally, wlolence 11 almost 
lnnrtablJ stortfled, ...,. when you have an anti· 
Ylolellt point ., .,.._ Look 11t Pfcnoon. Violence II 
lnnrtably med In rncMlll and TV u punCcuation, 
and It does have a numbln1 effect on people 
aftwatlme. 

11Most ~ most mcwlel, reallJ, .,.. len perni­
cious than c.dlou1 and borln1. What's bad for 
1c1c1s 11 bad 1t1Dryt19111111• Tell better ltOriel." 

BARRY DILLER, ex-chief 
executive officer and 
chairman of Fox and Mm 
Groenln1'1 former bo11, 
now heads QVC Network. 
He couldn't dlsqree more 
with Groenln1 about tele­
Yllion'I belns mostly bad. 
.. I can't lmaslne why he 
would &ay that. Pound for 

pound, the hour and half-hour television series 
are very pod. There's a lot of junk, but much 
more In the movie business, the record busi· 
neu, even le1itimate theater. It's snobbery to 
call a show like 'Roseanne' lowbrow or vul1ar. 
llt'I funny and lntere1tln1 and hu a pod moral 
value and tone. 

"OTMll JOfrllU. JUL TIAUGUST lttJ 

warped 

significance of his disguise, Regino told his victims that they would nrftl' 
forget him, because he was another Freddy Krueger. 

Ask Britain Home Secretary Douglas Hurd, who called IOr further ic· 
tions on U.S.·produced films after Michad Ryan of Hungaiord commmrd 
Britain§ worst mass murder in imiwion rl Rambo, massacring sixteen . 
pie while Maring a U.S. combat jacket and a bandolttr rl ammunition. 

Ask Sergeant john O'Malley ol the New lbrk Folice Depanmmt about a 
ninc-yur-old boy who sprayal a Bronx office building with gunfire. The 
boy explained to the astonished sergeant haw he learned to load bis Uzi-
like ftrurm: ·1 watch a lo(of Tv." · . 

Or ask Manteca, California, police detective jd( Boyd lbOul thineen· 
yur-old Juan Valdez, who. with another temager, went to a mans e, 
kicked him, Sllbbed him, beat him with a fireplace poka'. and then cbakcd 
him to death with a dog chain. 

Why. Boyd wanted to know, had the boys poured salt tn the victims 
wounds? 

"Oh, I don't ~· the )'OUlh replied with a shrug. ·1 just seen it 0n tv." 

NUMEROUS GROUPS HAVE CAUED, OVER THE YEARS, FOR CURBING lUEVISION 
violence: the National Commission on the Causes and Prevmlion rl VIO­
lmcc (1969), the US. Surgeon General (1972). the Canadian Royal C is­
sion (1976), the National lnstitule rlMental Health (1982), the US. Aaarney 
General's Task Force on Family Violence (1984), the National ParallS 1· 

ers Association (1987), and the American Psychological Assoc:iation (1992). 
During that time, cable television and movie rentals have made violence 

more readily available while at the same time pushing the envelope b art· 
work TV. But ~il leaving aside cable and movie rentals, a smdy ol WM· 
sion programming rrom 196 7 to 1989 showed only small ups and d 5 

in violence. with the violent acts moving from one timt slot to another 
the overall violence rate remain&. ig pretty steady-and pretty similar from 
network to network. 

"The percent oC prime-time programs \l\Sing violence remains mare I 
seven out of ten, as it has been ror the entire ~nty-two-yur period,"· 
researchers George Gerbner oC the University oC Pmnsytvania ~ 
School for Communication and Nancy Signorielli or the Univenlty of 
Delaware wrote in 1990. For the past ~nty·two yurs, they found, .tults 
and children have been entenaincd by about sixteen violent IClS, including 
two murders, in each evenings prime-time programming. 

They also disccmred that the me oC violence in childrens programs is 
three times the rate in prime-time shows. By the age of eigtueen, the 8\'U· 
age American child has witnessed at least eighteen thousand simulated 
murders on television. 

By 1989, network executives were arguilng that their violence was pan or 
a larger context in which bad guys get their just desserts. 

·we have never put any faith in mechanical measurements, such as 
counting punches or gunsh0ts," said NBCs Alan Gerson. "Action and con­
flict must be evaluated within each specific dramatic context." 

·our policy." added Alfred R. Schneidr.r oC ABC, • ... makes clear that 
when viole~e is portrayed Ion TV), it must be reasonably related to plot 
development and character delineation." . 

or course, what early-childhood experts could tell these executives is 
that children berv.un the ages rl four and seven simply make no connec­
tion be~en the murder al the beginning of a half'-hour show and the 
led away in handcuffs at the end. In faca, psychologists know that wry 
young children do not even understand death to be a permanent condit1 

But all of the scientific studies and rtpons, all or the wisdom of cops 
grief of parents have run up against Congress's quite proper fur oC censor­
ship. For years, Democratic Congressman Peter Rodino of New jersey · 
chaired the House Judiciary Committee and looked at calls for some IOrm 
of censorship with a jaundiced eye. At a hearing five years ago, 8odino told 
witnesses that Congress must be a Mprotector of commerce.M 



"Well. we have children that we need to protect," replied Frank M. 
· Palumbo, a pediatrician at Georgetown University Hospital and a consul­
~nt to the American Academy of Pediatrics. "What we have here is a toxic 
substance in the environment that is harmful to children." 

Arnold Fqe of the national PTA added, "Clear!~ this committee would noc 
protect teachers who taught violence to children. Yet why would ~ condont 
children being exposed to a steady diet oC TV violmce yur afaer year?" 

Finally thert is a reason 10 hope for progress. 
Early this S\lllmW', Massachusetts Democrat Edward Markey. chair oC 

the House Energy and Commace subcommittee on telecommunications, 
uid that COn&ttss may require manufacturers to build TV sets with a 
computer dUp so that parems could block violent programs fro~ lhose 
their chiJdren could select. 

He joins the 6ght waged by Senator Paul Simon, a liberal Democrat from 
Olinois. Nine )'Uf'S ago, Simon flipped on a hotel television set hoping to 
catch the late·news. "lnslead," hr has recalled many times, "I saw a man 
being S8Md in half with a chai~ in living color." 

Simon was unsettled by the image and ~n more unsettled when he 
'M>Jldered what repeatedly looking at such images would do to lhe mind oC 
a founeen-~ar-old. 

When hr found out. he called television exccuti~. who told him that 
violence sells and that they would bt 11 a competitiYe clisadvamage if they 
8ded responsibly. 

Why not get together and .topt wluntary guidelines? Simon asktd. 
Oh, that would be a violation of antitrust law, they assured him. 
Simon called their bluff in 1990 by pushing through Congress a law that 

allowed a three-~ar moratorium on amitrust considerations so that the 
industry could discuss ways to jointly reduce violence. 

Halfway lhroUgh that lim_e, however, they had done nothing, and an 
angry Simon cknounced the indusuy on the Senate Door. With a push 
from some prominent industry rigures, a conference was set for this 
August 2 in Los Angeles. (Stt action card between pages 16 and 17.) · 

This spring, CBS broadcast group president Howard Stringer said his 
nerwork was looking for .ways to cut back on violence in its entmainmem, 
because he was troubled by the cost to society oC continuing business-as­
usual. 

"'We must admit we have a responsibility." he said. 
jack Valenti, the powerful head of the Motion Picture Association of 

America, wrote to producers urging them to panicipate in the August 2 
conference. ·1 think it's more than a bunch of talk," Simon said. "l think 
thiS conference will produce some results. I think the industry will adopt 
some standards." 

The redual government, ~f course. posscs5es the power to regulate the 
airwaves through w FCC, and Simon and others believe that this latent 
power to control violence-never used-has put the fear oC God in the 
producers. He also thinks some oC them are staning to feel guilty. 

•We now have more people in jail and prison per capita than any coun­
try that keeps records, including South Africa," Simon says. "We've spent 
billions putting people behind bars, and it's had no effect on the crime rate. 
None. ~ople realize there have to be other answers, and as they'Ye looked 
around, they have settled on television as one of them." 

Maybe Simon is right. Maybe Hollywood executives will get together 
and makt a difference. 

Or maybe, like Steve Manin's character in Grand Canyon, producers and 
directors from New York to Beverly Hills will wake up aher Simon's 
antitrust exemption expires December l, shake off the effects of their holi­
day hangovers, and when asked about their new commitment to responsi­
ble filmmaking. answer: 

"What? Oh that. Fuck that. That's over. We must have been delirious for 
a few weeks there." · o 

Carl M. Cannon is rht Whitt House corrtspondm1 for rht Baltimo~ Sun. 

"TV ma.let are crummy. "Hard Copy' 11 a 
lyina, · thi9'1fn,. lowlife prosnun o1 hideous, CJnl· 
cal purpose. It'll not Mrloul celnl1lon. There 
are only a few tabloid lhowl, but ther .,..k 
loudt,. 

... think ,... look • llOdetJ, and ,... ....... 
11 reflected on teleYlllon In terms of Ylolent 
Kdon. MllollalJ, [t:Mre II too much flalu1a]. 
8ut .. can be dtoutMful and ,.......... and 
chanp that, 19duce It. I think plans 01W lhe lalt 
faw ,..,.. wll ....... ' ..... llmon'I WDrtr with 
.... MCWOrlo wl8 ....... .. 

PHILIP KAUFMAN co· 
wrote and directed T•• 
w....,.,..n..uu ....... 
U11ttne11 of a.1111, and 
...,,,, _, ,,..., and ...... 

and directed n. 11,111 
Staff. •TheN Is a fascist 
..... to a lot ol the vlolaace 
w. .... rmln...,.olpulh-
lna the - 1lap1, but ..... 
,au pulh It In wa or • ttk Ism ,au Ill an 
NC-17 radna- lt'I ...- llO pt an ll,... If ,au 
..... 111111 •••nee. .......................... 
11 ..,...., consenatlw and embraces Ylolence ........ ...... 
JOSH llllAND, lllons with hh partner, ... pro­
duced lhe TV hits "'le. Ell ......... and "'North­
.,... lxpolure." ""If IOlnllthml a.cs a hlP......, 
1aJ, 'The Amr Fisher ko. ,-.' then iidwrthen 
per more rnonep. ~did l<'• Mtwortm crwe 
lhe.....,.. for It, or do d'9J,...... to what 
.... audience wanced1 Ill It .., to pollute .... 
emodonal and iplrftual ~ 

""Now there .,. ........ [that lhow] that ,,.. 
lent lmap1 don't affect people, fust u the 
tobacco Industry .................. that clp­
Ntte smoldna doesn't ause cancer. And tt.., 
... the Flnt Alnelidmont llO ...... their rtata 
and pt lnllO .. ..., ..... that~ and the 
whc • '. thln1 becomeo a wuh, a miasma of · 
moral mud. 9ut I think that there II ab1allat, 
no queRlon that lhe profusion of these ldndl ol 
........ hu a MSatfw .-.ct, not onlJ on chll­
*-'but on human belnp In ...,.a. 

.. aut replatlonl are danprous, partlcularty 
when dealln1 with the free up1 wlon ol ldeu. I 
do Mllew that ...... of thole ...... .,. ... pol­
lutants. but there lln't one thins ,au can do. A 
panacea doesn't........ . 

Althoup there may be no panacea, w. must 
1tlll look for IOlutlonl. How would JOU resoM 
the conflict between ....ew9 Ylolence lrt •nter­
talnment and lhe P' otKtlonl pananceed under 
the First Alnellldment? · 

¥\, "c to Modter Jones, 166J Mlsllon St., 2ncl 
Floor, San Francl1eo, CA '410J. Or fax u1 at 
(415) 16J-SIJ6. 

Mlclioel Kra1ny 11 currently the host of San 
Francisco rodlo stcrtlon ICQEO'I •Ffwum." a Wftlt. 
day talk show. Prlscmo Yomln of Mother Jones 
and Karen Door contributed research to lll•H 
lmervlewl. O 
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CONTACT: David Carle 
Christopher R) 
202-224-7115 
202-224-7023 

U.S. SENA TOR 

'Big Three' Television Networks 
Agree on Joint TV Violence Standmds 

Under Simon'• TV Violence Ad. 

• 

ILLINOIS 

In a breakthrough for movement toward Industry-wide dons tO reduce vtollnce 
on television, U.S. Sen. Paul Simon, D-111.., Friday lnQ.l1Cld Dec.. 11 Ihm ABC, CBS 
and NBC h8Y8 agrMd to joint standlrds on entan.lnmlnt 1V vtollnce bit wUI guide 
programming °" .. netwol1cl. . 

1he networb Invoked the l11lftrult Wtpllon ~ b iwo,w-dd Tlle\4llon 
VIOience Ad to dnlft Sid Implement the atnimdl. which chw upan I'* eepm• 

. existil ag guldellrm. 1he Televllion Vk>lenol Ad. Uhcnd by a1aa. ._..Ill 
t81evlllon Industry from Mlltrult lmlla to 9low nilllly ........ Ndton ID .... t.dc 
depictions of violence In erurtalnment programs, through d9vllcpment of canvnon 
8tandards. lhe llw eowtrs broadcasters, lhe Clble hllltry nt tae .mo produpl 
lV programs. Simon cites the 9DYerwhelmlng' body or ~ 1hat lt10WB nceellva 
violence on 1V harms children and conlrlbutel ID ruJ.lfl vlolll a In IOd8ty. 

Simon also announced that the bee nllWarb wll CXIMnl .. nilllly-wlde 
conference on 1V violence 1n Loi Angel• next ,_.to dilCI• t.l'lhlr ~. 8nd lhat 
Jack Valenti, president of the Motion Picture AaloclllJM of Amlrlca. ha ·agrwect ID 
participate. The networks uy their joint atandlrdl are an lllWnpl 9ID tnak this 
stalemate• over Industry use of the Simon lllwl blfor8 the clock MW out on the 
antitrust exemption In December, 1993. 

-



Preface 

STANDhRDS FOR THE QtPJCTJON or V]QL£NC£ 
IN TELEVISION PROGRAtS 

ISSUED BY ABC, CBS and Nae' 
·DECEMBER 19 9 2 

'J'he f ollovinq Standard• for the 1>9piction of Violence in · 
'J'eleviaion Proqrua are i11aed jointly by the ABC, CBS and HBC 
'J'elevi•ion Network• under the Antitruat ea .. ption granted by the 
'J'elevi•ion Violence Aet of 1110. 

lach Network ha• long been CCllllittad to pre1entia9 
teleYi•lon v1W9r• with a lamed •pectraa of antan.alment and 
1nfomat1oa progrewtng. sach le~rk maiatalu 1U own extensive 
pu.bli•h•d broadca•t •tandarda governing acceptGility of both 
progr• (inclucU.ng oa-air prmoUcmJ and camaercial aatariala. 

; 
'fba•e .., :Soint •tudarcll an coulatat wltla .. c1a of &he 
•etvork'• loa9-•t•""'n1 prMZlltilag policie• cm Yiolwe. At the 
•- UM e aet tKt.h 1ll a mn d8talled ad aplautozy 
•n•r to ! ~ nptrJ.enre t•lwt ander tM ~·'•Ulat 
poUciaa. • MapUJaf ud .U.crllal91 to •'sM jolat 
lundazda1 eac:Jl •twart will eoa•IM9 tM tftdltioa Of UdJ.Yld11a1 
~1• of Mtarlal, 1da1Q will •cee•ltate ~ .. ·t '*'r nu 
Oil • Pntr--">'~- luia • . 
ne •tudarcl8 an mt btatsd to tsdithlt: tJae ~of pndacm, 
cU.ncton or wrl~ or to •3118 t.M cnauw tn=•••· tftiwJ m 
.lnt•nd8d to proacr!M grataltns or acualw ~ of 
Yioleaoe. 

'fh••• written at.andarda cannot conr evn1 a1t•a~JLon a8d wt, 
therefore, be worded broadly. JIOnower, the lltandarda n•t be 
cona1dered a9alnst the creatlft contezt, cbaracter and ton• of 
each individual progr•· lach sceM ahotald be evalutad on it• 
own •r1t• with clue cona1CS.rat1on for lt1 cnatin lntegrlty. 

1) Conflict and 1tr1f• are th• ••••nc• of draaa and 
conflict often reault1 in phyaical or paychological 
violence. Howvar, all depiction• .of violence ahould be · 



2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

,, 

,, 

I) 

I) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

relevant end necessary to the develcpmer.t of character, 
~r to the adv1nce111ent of t.heme or plot. 

Gratuitous or excessive depictions of violence, (or . 
redundant violence ahown aolely for its.own aake), are 
not acceptable. 

Program• should not depict violence all glamoroua; nor •• 
an acceptable •olution to bwun conflict~ 

Depiction• of violence aay not be used to ahock or 
•timulate th• audience. · 

Scenes ahovin; exce11ift 90re, pain or physical 
:auffering are not acceptable. 

·'l'h• intenalty and frequency of th• u•• of force, and 
other factors nlat1n; to th• aanner of it• portrayal, 
ahould be .... 11Zed 11Ddar a •t•nd&rd of rea1ona!:alen••• ao 
that th• pm;r•, on th• whole, 11 appro1=1ate for a 
home •ieving ...U.•. · 
lean••~ Mf M i.utnctlft ia na'tan, •·I·• wbicb 
depi.ct iA u iaitel• •n•r, ~ ue of bamhl clnlcaa 
or ... pcma, M9oribe n&Ulr uable tilc111Wp88 for t.M 
C t aalon Of =!ma, ft 811Dw &wplic:Cle •t!andl for tM 
8TU1n of ~ er appzMuilaa, alloald .lie noi.Md. 
liallarl7, 1apnJau, ~or ot.Mrda• aaf•Ular 
•tbO'U of. Wlict1Ba pata or ia'U, m •••cce,ubl• 1f 
euilr cap&bl• of £altaU.. • 

.. allatic: d8pic:Uou of •lol•nc• ahftld alao portray, in 
h~ ~zm, tM couet11nc:•• of that •1olenc• to 1~• 
•1c:t.1al ud lU ,.zpetraton. C&llou1na•• or 
indif fennce to n!ferJ.ng uperiencecl by •ictiml of 
·•1o1ence Moald a. &T014ed. 

Zac:ept1ona1 care 11111t be taken in 1tarle1 or ac:en•• 
where childnn an •ictw of, or are thnatened by act• 
of •1olence (pJIJmical, PIJCholo;J.cal or ftZ'bal). 

'1'h• portrayal of dan9eroua behavior vhJ.ch voul.d invi ta 
iaitatian by children, J.nc1ud1n; portrayal• of th• u•• 
of veapona ar illpl ... nts nadily acce111lale to t.hi1 
Ulpre11iona!>l• group, •hould M aYOidlad. 

ball1tic portraya11 of Tlolence &I wll a1 acene1, 
Saa;•• or ..-nt.• vbicb are anduly f r1ghtenin9 or 
d11tre111n9 ~ children 1hould not be included 1n any 
pro;raa 1pecifically dealgned for that audience. 

'l'h• u•• of real aniaal1 1hall conf onn to accepted 
•tand&rda of tnm&n• treatMnt. J'ict.ionalised port.rayal1 
of &Waive ueataent •houlcl be strictly limited to t.he 



13) 

14) 

15) 

. · . 

... 

legitimate requirements of plot development. 

Extreme caution aust be exerci•ed in any themes, plots 
or acenea which aix 1ex and violence. Rape and other 
aexual a11ault1 are violent, not erotic, behavior. 

The ach~duling of any program, ·commercial or promotional 
aaterial, including tho•• containing violent depictions, 
should ~ke into consideration the nature of the 
prograa, it.a content and the likely compoait1on of the 
int.anded audience. . 

Certain exceptiona to the foregoing aay be acceptable, 
•• in the pre1ent.ation of aaterial vho•• DYerall theme 
1• clearly and an•ebiguoualy anti-violent • 
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Bullets will still O)·. n.cs 
"ill still kill. Fists will 
crunch against noses­

m alwa..vs. But this fall. fi. 
nally, parents eager to 
ateer kids away from such 
familiar if disqui~ im­
ages on broadcat tele\i­
sion "ill get solne long· 
delayed help. 

Just ho"· much help 
remains unclear. And just 
•'hy Hollywood decideJ 
that this was the time to 

or 
lend a hand to parents is .---------. 
.a question wonh asking. For tht first timt, 
Still, a startling united 
front suddenly emerged Hollywood anti 
last month with the an-
nouncement by ABC, Washington aw 
CBS, NBC, and Fox that · 
beginning next season, joining.forces to 
programs containing vio-
lent scenes will carry limit tht mJlns 
warning messages in the 
form of parental ad\'i· 
sories. 'JV violenCf' won't 
go away, of course. any 
more than printing the 
Surgeon General"s warn­
ing on every cigarette 
package stopped all smok­
ing. But at least \iewers 
will be fon.'\\'amed. 

And the networks will 

Bang! Pow! antl 
Slash! of ttkvision 
fore. Question is: 
What weapons 
will they use? 

be orr the hook. Or "ill By Neil Hickey 
they? The new initiati\"e 

• 

Clocl<wrse from upper lefr 
Scenes from ·Srel)lten Krng s 
II" ·Mircier in "1e ~artlancr. 
Ku"I; i:u Tne Legend 
Con~1nues -ro1a1 Re:atr 
FBI The Untold StOftt!S 
-. ? u~.1~..J:>iat1es /a:;c\·;; 
a~:: •-,.; M.a:iE- ::e...,:e· 1 

rt>quired an unusual degrtt of coopera­
tion among the comptating broadcasters. 
a unanimity forf!ed by their mutual 
recognition that T\" \"iolencP does in­
deed ha,·e ill efff'rts. and by a shared 
need to do somethinJ? in thf' fare of 

mounrin~ criticism and possiblf' Con­
f!rE>SsionaJ IPgislat ion. 

... 

How suc·rf'ssfull~· the collaborators 
ctPfusPct tlw \iolPn<'f' issuf' will bf' seen 
. .\up.. 2 whE'n a Msummit ronf PrenceM on 
n· \iOIE'll<'t' C'Oll\'f'llf'!i in Los . .\n~f'le~. • 

T\ o • I I Pl. II I.I 17 I'• o, 
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Tiii' mass nw<'ting will draw toj:!l'llH'r ii flmrn llH'ir throah: hP tlmndt>rPd. 
morP than -100 hroadcast mul c·ahlt> om- At lwari11gs a f <'w Wf'E'ks earh<>r. R<'p. 
dais. program mat<ers. IP~islators. a<'a- ~Jarke~· dPdart>d himst>lf "disroura~ed· 
demicians. ancl mPmbPrs of watchdo~ that n· 1lPOplP had gh·pn on~· lip sPnice 
groups. who wilf examinP all the op- to the TelP\ision \'iolence Act of 1990. 
tions for rPducing \"iolence. and ask whkh pa,·ed the way for the networks to 
some tough questions about the n"et- crt>atP some tough new guidelines. ln­
works" announcement. · stead. he complained. "another .May 

Still. ifs '"the dawning of a new era. - sweeps finds us mired in murder and 
and a wonderful first step. according to ma~·hem ... Clearly. ~larkey said, the in­
Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass. ). Most dust!)· ·has not gotten the message." To 
Hollywood programmers. he points out. pro,·e it he cited a srud~· by the Center for 
now concur that \iolence in the media Media and Publil' Affairs (commissioned 
helps cause reahiolence-and are eager b~· n· GrmE for a special issue on \io­
to cooperate in dE'\ising solutions .--------. Jenee last Aug. 22) that 
to the problem. CBS president Cable motru/ found more than 1800 
Howard Stringer told 1000 CBS o~ 
station executh·es in a Ma~· speech Ted Turner 
that the medium should no longer 
"deny blindJ~· the reali~· of tele\i· delivered 
sion \iolence .... Death stings. pain 
hurts. Joss de,·astates. fear terri­
fies .... Mmcter. e\·en fighting. is not 
poL tic or balletic. It is ugly and 

afarious 
attack on his 

clwnsy. \'iolence is \ile: He won a 1,_ 
Standing O\'Btion from his fellow COucagues. 
broadcasters. 

This new and welcome urge 
among TV people to reform has 
not happened spontaneously. Far 
from iL Leading up to the June 30 
an·nouncement and the August 
conference has been an unpr~ 
dented string of hearinp in both the 
Senate and the House of Representa­
ti\•es in which the industry has been jolt­
ed as ne\'er before. A parade of witness­
es pummeled the medium for dragging 
its feet on dealing with violence. 

Dr. Leonard Eron, a psychology pro­
fessor at the Unh·ersity of Michigan, 
sounded a clarion nill: ·1..arues and gen­
tlemen of the Senate: he said. •the time 
has C'Ome for you to act. ThP TI" industry 
has demonstrated ... that it cannot or v.ill 
not regulate itself. - Cable mogul Ted 
Tumer deliwred a furious attack on his 
broadcast colleagues. Con1?ress should 
for1?e a strict standard on \iolt>nc·p for 
broadcasrt>rs anc1. if rht>y rf'sist. ·ram 

I 

.y . 
.. . . . 
·-. ; . ... •.. !" ~ . 

liolent acts during one 18-hour period of 
te)e\isiOIL . 

The floodgates were open. Violence 
was suddenly the hottest subject in t.ele­
\ision. Lawmakers and public officials of 
e\"ery stripe began checking in v:ith 
~hemes to bring the telE'\ision industry 
to heel once and for all: Sen. Kent Con­
rad <D-~.D. )--describing May as "one of 
the bloodiest months in T\" history· -an­
nounced a nationv.ide petition dJi\"e call­
inf? for a ,·iolence ratings system for 
primt>-timf' 1 \". <"hilrlren ·s programs. and 
mo,·iPs. ThP expected lists of names 
woulct he dt>li,·ered to rhf' Au~. :! Los A.11-

)·• 



J?t>lt>s lllt>t>ting. ~lastt-nuindiil~ tht> peli- taint> a remedy. Others were l'oncemed 
U<m 'Im·•·. l "cmrad said. would hf' a nPw- because children's cartoons will not be 
I~· mintPd l>0<I~- ralJPrl lhP CitiZt'ns Task labeled. Rep. }larkey said he still hoped 
. forrt' on n· \'iolt>n<'t'. . for a lock-out box that would let parents 

Sen. B~Ton lJorian cV-~.D.) and Rep. block channels and programs deemed 
RichaHI Durbi11 1 D-111.) introduced legis- too \iolt>nt: Sen. Simon said. "We're not 
lation to require the FCC to publish suggesting no \iolence ... we're suggest­
quanerly rPports listing the acts of \io- ing no glnmorizr1lion of \iolence." ~et­
lenl'e on prime-tune. Saturday morning. works worried that advenisers will not 
and c-able programming. and the nan1es sponsor shows-e,·en worthy ones­
of thP sponsors of those shows. that contain the disclaimer. Tll<' J\'pu· 

l'ndt>rl~ing it all w~ -------.. York Times wrote off the advi-
the growing comiction sories as a "mild slap." and said 

knee, says 
Gerbner, "has 

the networks would still get away 
with murder. Still other critics 
wondered if a '\" label would only 
attract unsupenised children. 

new civi/­
rights issue. " 

So the question remains: What 
is different this time from all pre­
,;ous occasions when Co,ngress 
and the public were up in arms 
over media violenc;e, only to have 
promises made and thell\ fade 
from \iew? "It is different now," 
says George Gerbner, professor at 
The Annenberg School for Com­
munication at the Univenity of 
Pennsylvania.. •it's like adding 
heat to a pot of water. For a long 
time it seems that nothing hap­

among lawmakers and regulators that 
the go\'enunent would indeed step in if 
the industry didn't police itself. At the 
FCC. acting chairman James Quello said 
that Congress should gn·e his agency au­
thority to regulate TI' \iolence as "a nec­
essary next step.· And the person who 
has been at the forefront of the anti-\io­
lence mo,·ement more than any other 
public- official. Sen. Paul Simon (D-JU. ). 
hinted that if the fall n· schedules didn't 
show authentic impro\·ement. ·we're go­
ing to ha,·e to look at altemati\'es: 

Into that atmosph~rE' canle tht> June 
30 four-network am1ouncemPnl on warn­
ing labels. Lawmakers and acthists were 
~Pnerall~· ple~ed wirh that news. but 
somt> felt that tlw ach·isorit>s werE' too 

pens, and then all of a sudden it 
starts to boil-and it boils over." 

Media violence, he says, has become 
"the new dvil-rights issue.• After "nwty 
years of semi-dorl1Wlcy," Gerbner says. 
the current interest by govenunent and 
the public was sparked by last August's 
special ~ue of TV GtlDE, which bore the 
co,·er line. "Is TV Violence Battering Our 
Kids?" and. he claims, "directly stimulat­
ed public debate and the current series 
of C ongressionaJ hearings." 

Whate,·er the source. it now seems 
possible that a good-faith effon by Holly­
wood and the networks exis~\·en if 
forced-and that all parties may intend 
(for the first time in tele\ision's history) 
to build on that foundation to help spare· 
children-and adults-exposure to the 
meaner fom1s of media mayhem. 0 

.,., '., ",,. ,, ., \ .- ... ,: 



'V' fop Violence: Ten Talldng Points 
Ten questions we-and many of our: 

readers-believe the Aug. 2 TV,;~ 
Jenee summit must address: 

1. Parenwl adt'isories an> a good 
step. but u·/mt are tllr.fr guid.elint1s, 
and tcUI they be im(fmTnly applied? 

We need a full definition of 1" vi~ 
len~· act of aggression, or one de­
picted in graphic detail? What is •gratu­
itous" violence? \\'hat is violence that 
"glamorizes"? Until now, anonymous 
network"~ and practices"~ 
pie decided "'hat's OK or not Should 
this p~ now be public. spelled out? 

2. Not all parents ·ca11 supe,.1..·ise 
their~C'hildre11 s 'l.'ieH•ing. What tecll­
nology e.rists to Mlp parents lock out 
PTOfl''OmB labeled violent? 

Rep; Ed Marlcey's proposed chip in 
TV sets would let viewers •Jock out" 
p~ labeled "'\"' for violent Miaht 
this lead to rigid labeling, programming. 
or viewing decisiom--Roots luq>ed ~ 
gether with a patuitous lhoot-'em-up 

· lel'ies? Are there other IOlutions in lhe 
of!ing that give parents control more 
flezibly, with more Information? 

a. Wlaat obout cable? Som.e pa.JI 
daamaels dlDw viol.nil movies, vncut, 
that. may nm around thl! clock. 

We cable viewers don't always dis­
tinguish between network, basic-able, 
or even pay-able shows; we just flip 
around with the remote. So do our ki<k, 
despite our best efforts. But we pay for 
premium cable: Should there be time­
of-day restrictions, or none at all? 

4. What about syndiroted renms? 
In T\' Gt lDE's study last year, an in­

dependent station sho\\ing mostly re­
runs had the most \iolent O\'er-the-air 
shows. Should station managers take 
responsibility·? Should syndicators? 

5. H71at about l'iolnu~e 011 national 
t1P11·s? Ou p1i111P-fime m.agazinP..s? 011 

lorol nPU:sr.asts? On tabloid sl101rs? 
At one extreme, showing war, crime, 

or disaster is a necessary part of keep­
ing citizem blfonned, young m·-old; at 
the other, "'ne9.'S" violence is presented 
as rowdy entertainment Who will spell 
out the difference? Should anyone try? 

6. Cartoons "''"' exempted from 
adt'isories. Wliy! 

It may seem silly to those of us 
brought up on Tom &: Jeny, but stud­
ies have shown that "violent" cartoons 
can adversely dect the veiy young. 

'1. Hou· aboul the l'fSl qf1V? Promos 
for violent Bho11:s and movies? W11at 
about musit' t•ideos? ' · 

Again, T\' GttJDl;'s study showed 
these were contributOrs to 1V violence. 

8. VCRs are in most qf our homes 
today. Are the ptwent 'bdviarnia" for 
movia llCfracient to guide parents in 
mating tapes for hmne 7V 'Diewing? 

Parenls often debate whether an R­
nted llmia a "bird R" era -.oft R, •or If 
a marie med P0-13 In Ism ii lhemne 
• PG-13 In 1883. lf1V ialooldrlC to dean 
l&home, llhould lhemoviebiz. too? 

•• Qadumiaens boJIOOU good MolOB 
labeled violent, toill fetDffr good Mon 
be made? Could this have a dUllinl ef­
fect on creativity and innovation? 

Sure could. That's why we should 
think carefully about overly simple, 
black-and-white solutions. CBS chief 
Howard Sb'inger wamed-eelf-9el\'ing­
ly but correctly-against turning a "\'8St 
""Uteland" into a" dull wmteland. • 

10. Isn't 1/1 1 :!timate question, 
"M1mt ro111rr. do about thR.frighlening 
level qf 1,•iolence in V.S. SOl'iety, 'luther 
than ju.~f 011 11'?" Should we ttilie this 
nwmrnt in our 1wtfo11al l~fe to ask 'IWf 

merely 1l'11nf 1t'<' ro11 lab~ QfI T\~ but 
1l'l1at 1re m11 put Qll 11 'tu uffi n1uitiVely 
lu•Jp lhi.'> rousr? -1J1e Editors 



1V·Violence 
\nil Ho/~1·unod tone it dntl'n - or face regulation? 

HE A\"ER~GE AJ\1ER~CAN CHILD ~i\TCHES 8,000 

murde~ and 100.000 a<..1s or \'iolence before 

fir=shin!-! ~lemC"ntary school - thanks to the miracle 

of televisi"n. Suggestions of :i link berween 

m:ike-hdieve T\' \'iolence and aggression in real life have 

bC"en r:iised sin~:e tele\'ision·s form:itive ye:irs in the 1950s -

and always dismissed by the TV industry. But recently the 

three major nern·orks signed a first-ever joint statement 

outlining pr.ictit:~s aimed at reducing violence, and the cable, 

,·id~ and film industries are showing signs of cooperating. 

Some" in ConE?rC"ss ;ire encouraged :ind maintain hopes that 

change" \\"ill c:ome about voluntarily, without the need for 

feder.il re~ul:.uion. But anti-violern:e activists and scholars of 

tde,·ision ;io .. ·usC" the" industry of merely paying lip service to 

the" pmhlC"m. 
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lliE ISSUES 

Tie young gun5hoc victim in the 
Boston hospital ~rgency room 
astonished his doctors. He ex­

pressed surprise th:u his wound oc-
11111/Jy hun. 

"I thousht. boy. he·s rnll)· ·stupid. 
:an~'hudy knows fh:lt if )'OU SCI ShUI ifs 
sc>ins to hun. ·· realled Dr. Deborah 
Promrow-Sli1h. associ3re de:in of rhe 
H:an"ard Universiry School of -Public 
Health and author of :a reccn1 book on 
,.iolencc. -eut it dawned on me wt 
what he sees on relevision is WI when 
the superhero gets shcx in rhc arm. he 
uses Wt arm ro hold onco a tNck going 
BS miles an !tour around a comer. He 
overcomes the driYer and shoors a cou­
ple ofhundttd people while he·s ~t ir. .. , 

With American children glued ro 
the 1V for :an aver.age of 27 hours 
each •-eek (in the inner ciry it's often 
11 hows per.day>. &he American Psy­
chol<>sical A.uoci2rion <APA> now es­
tima1es thal a typical child will wa1ch 
8.000 murders and 100.000 acu of 
Violence before fanishing elementa­
ry IChool. 

But in 1991 alone chere were 2S.OOO 
murders in the Unircd Scates. Coming 
al a time when the homicide rate is ris­
ing six times faster than the population, 
a longstanding debare - does TV vio­
lence cause :aCtUal violence?- has tak· 
en on a new uraency.' 

•There has never been a litualion 
like this," George Gerbner, dean 
emeriNs of lhe University of Pennsyl­
vania's Annenberg School of Commu­
nications, rold a congressional panel 
in Dttember. Children 00Stan viewing 
as infants. Most of the stories they 
hear are nor told by lhe parents. rhe 
school. the church, neighbors. They 
are told by a tundful of conglomer­
ates who have something ro sell ... , 

The stories they 1cll in living rooms 

·across die country are as familiar as Ar· 
nold "The Terminaror" Sc:hwan.eneg­
ger tauneing, "Hula la villa, baby," or 
Cinr "Diny Harry" Eastwood powling, 
'"Make my day.• Alull.25 percemofche 
prime-wne shows in lhe 1992 fall Ra· 

son contained '"very Yiolenl'' maierial, 
according to the NaCional Coalidon on 
Television VIOience (NC'JV), a Cham­
paign, 111.-based IDOIUlorinl and advo­
cacy group. (S.1'11, p. 16BJ 

1be year 1992 let an a1J..Cime 
record for violmce la cblldren'I 
shows - 32 violem am per baur. 
1ba1 compares· wilh m violent aas 
per hour during prime time, accord­
ing 10 researchers at the Univenily ol 
PCMSylvania. 1be nilhdY dote ol 
splattering blood, rapes, car wrecks 
and screaming Yiaims on 1V rripled 
during the 1980s, aca>rding to lhe 
American Academy ol Pediatrics. 
(See story p. 1 '70.) 

Whal sets today's TV apan from 
the 1960s and, say, the routine ma­
chine-gun volleys of Chicago mob­
sicrs and fBI agents on "The 
Un1ouchablcs" is &he prolifcntion. of 
formats - cable, pay-per-view, VCRs 

- bringing an arny of fearure-lmgth 
movies into the home. "'The access 
ro violence is diffetent nowadays," 
uys Edward Donncrslein. a professor 
of c:ammunicariom si the Universiry 

· ol Calif'omia-Santa Barban. '"There"s 
lacs ol unsupervised 1V-wa1ching, 
and households often have rwo TVs ... 

Also new is a trend toward "reali­
ty-hued" . made-for-TV movies and 
lllbloid news and Yideo shows ("Top 
Cops," "'Hard Copy," '"A Currenr Af· 
fair" and "I Wilness Video") 
on aaual news evenu. many of them 
involving ~-enacanents of real 
aimes or replays of aaual violence 
c:apcured on tape by amateur cuncor­
der operators. Still odaer violeN 
ages came from promalions 

. commeirda1s for faNre ftlms. many 
d them 1.-nted. A New York psycho­
d.aapisr rec:endy wroce In McCllJJ's 
mapzine about how bis 1 I . 
dauatuer bad uouble llecpins afcer 
lhe WU confionled - during I 
"'family" prosram - by an adverdse­
menr showing the tarifying tluher 
Preddy lKNeaer flam "'Nl&Nmare on 
Elm Street."• 

Today's bialMech violence -
~ easily Wi&h ccxnpusatzect 
lpeCial e«eas- is aimed at a IOphbti­
cared youns audience wtda inc:reuinl· 
ly bWI apecmionl for rapid-paced 
aaioft. Hence a major IOUICe. d the 
problem u measured by anli-Yiolence 
advocates is the perennial bead­
smashing on children's ca.noons. A na­
donal IUrve')' of eiemenlary school 
teachers f0und that &he popular "'Teen­
age MuDJ!ll Ninja Tunles" causes con­
fusion be!ween fan&asy and reality. 
"Sever.a.I children really thought il was 
OK ro use physical violence with ocher 
child.rm bcc:ause lthe tunlc:S) do lhat," 
a teacher l'eportcd.' 

Children in lhe · inner dry, who 
dodge bullets on the way home from 
school, arc most affce1cd by the culture 
of TV violence, says Leonard Eron. a 
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Prime Time, High Violence 
Pnlllt'·lllne n. ''"""''Cl' bas 111'"1'WISC'd marl:ed~·· sine• 1980, ...... l/w two 
11111s1 t'ful<'llt sholl's c•ucb "'R•St~n·d u11~1· .!:! i11c1ue11ts o/ llloilflc• P"' bour. Jn 
19114 1111d 199.!. m'C"rnl P"'Rrtlms """la«/ up mu,. lbon 40 lliolnlt ;~ 

·pc-r bul1r. l#d ~· th" actiu11-pnclttd fo1111g /11diano jo11a. 

Pd lflO faU 199' Fall 199Z 

Ena .. Clll HJINIWf(~~I Youna Indiana Jona "(60> 
Slwril'f Lobo ( l2 I A·TC''m f~I Cavinllon Crall (45) 

BJ a dw Bar 1111 v ·~21 ~Hal Squad (42) 

Han 10 Hant l':'I ~11 Hou111nn 1..01 Raven (4Z) 

1lae lncrcdihlC' Hulk 1 ICJI Cn\"'·Up UHi Ansel SaWI (41) . 
CllartiC'. • Anl&'!'l' I 1 .. I Fall Gu)' cJil Top Cops (JI) 

Hill Sllft'I UluC'" I I"' I A1rv.-olf I ''I FBI: The Unrold Scana (:ZS) 

\qla•IUI 
HunlC'I' ' ''' 

Final Appal cm 
SC'm V:olfC' c 11 I 5clft'I H'~·k cJI> Secret Service (24) 

Duka nl ~urd r 111 SarnTOW a MB. Kini U U The" Cammiah (17) 

Universaty of ~ichig:in p~chology 
professor :and lonati'!'C researc~f. on 
TV violence. "The child oa'ho has httn 
warching progr:ims •;th prim:arily 
assressi\·e con1en1 conies :away with 
the imp~ion chat che world is :i jun· 
ale fr.aughc With· dangerous lhreats. 
and lhc only way to survive is ro be on 
lhe :an:ack."' • 

But the pocenrial ·impacc on young 
vie•-crs. according to Hal'\;:ud Univer­
liry developmcnc:al psychologist Ron-· 
aid G. Slaby. aoes hcyond increasing 
lhe JOoaUcd aarnsor effect <lhe 
hei&hlened likelihood of violem be­
ha\"ic:>r). Younprm also experience a 
victim effect Cinett:lSed fe:arfulnes.s 
ahout becoming ::i victim l :ind :a hy­
sunder effect (increased callousness 
1oward \'iolence directed at others>.· 

In Congress and among advocacy 
1roups across lhe poli1ic:d spectrum. 
alarmed citizens have ~ken up lV 
violence as a mobilizing issue. Fair­
ness :and Accur.acy in Reporting. :a 
New York Ciry-based liberal group. 
led a campaign rhis J:muary to pres­
sure the NBC telev1S1on nerwork to 
air :a public servicc:- announcement 
ahout domestic violence during cov­
enge of rhe Superho9."I. Citing some 

168 CQ Rrsrnrcb" 

audies assefting chat violence in­
cre:ases on the day of the big pme. 
"We :arc ouwged!" 1how. .S full-page 
ads in newspapers acroa lhe counay 
placed Ibis February by lhe Tupelo, 
Miss.-based American F:amUy Asloc:ia· 
lion. The conservative poup aacked 
movies. records, music \'ldeos and 
TV for profanity, nudiry, MS, vio­
lence and killings, askins, •15 ll any 
wonder violence ii epidemicl" 

The public appean to apee 
lhere's a. problem. A Times Minor 
poll released March Z3 found dw n 
percent of Americans dUnk 1V eDJa'· 

lainment shows conrain coo much vi­
olence. And a 1990 Gallup Poll 
showed 63 percent agreeing chat TV 
shows chat" depicc crime and violence 
encourage crime. 

TV executives havm't ignoled the 
complaints. This Dccanber, NBC. CBS 
and ABC produced an unprecedemcd 
;oint scarement t'.'utlining lhei.r policies 
intended to minimize violence and keep 
ii in proper context (.e below). But the 
networks also reiterated theit decades­
old rebuttal of the body of research 
linking lV violence 10 real violence, 
and blamed cable and independent 
st:itions for most of the violence. "Of 

lhe 10 mOSl-watched prognms on tele­
vision among children :and teenagers . 

. eight arc.liruation comedies. which do 
not contain any violence." .Rosalyn 
Weinman, vice presidenc for scandards 
and praaic:es ar NBC, rold die Hou.~ 
Judiciary Subcommiaee on Crime ::ind 
CriminalJUSlllcc Dec. JS. 

Industry wtenns also maintain that 
the content of programming has been 
and always wW be in the hands of the 
public. .. TeleYision and motion pie-. 
rures me markec~ven," ays Del 
Reisman, presidenr of dle Writers Guild 
of America, West. '1f people don't so. 
lhe picture won't be made."' 

CMI libertarians have weiihed in 
seeking to discourage Congress from 
intedering with First Amendmenr 
rights. "1V ~ks an: free to makr 
lheir own decisions," ays ltobeft Peck. 
head of lhe W.Uhinaton office ol lhe 
American Civil Ubenies Union (AQ.U). 
If lhe eelerision induary ii IOning 
down Yk>lence "'in rapome re con· 
peasional prasuae, we're concerned." 

Finally, defenders of lhe cunent 
1V menu point out dw mence has 
been a cemnl element of human· 
drama for camuia. "'Of course there 
was blood iln fairy wes, pe in my­
lhology, murder in Shakespeare." re­
tom Gerbncr. "It u a Yiolen1 world. 

"'But, lhe IUsmric:al, limir.ed, individ· 
ually cnfted, leleaively Ulcd and ol­
tlen ngic IJ!Dbolic violence has been 
swamped by 'happy W:Jlence,· ~ 
duced on the drUlwic assembly line 
and clisdwBed Imo lhe main.llream of 
our culture. Happy violence shows no 
pain or n&ic consequences. It is a 
swift and easy dramatic aolulion ro 
many problems, employed by Sood 
charaaers as much as bad. and always 
leading ro a happy ending." 

Whether big changes cake place in 
television violence will hinge largely 
on lhe following issues: 

Does ,.lftllslofl vlolntc~ ~IUI lo 
reol '1lo/IJIC~1 . 

ln lhe mid-1980s. 13-year~ld Juan 
Valdez of Manrcca. Calif .. confessed to 

( 



nmrdcrtnJ,: .1 friend·,. foihcr. liJnni.: 
l.;id.:1.:d ... 1ahtl\:d. h.:a11..·n anu dlUl.;1..·d 
1hc man wnh ;1 d11i.: l·ham. ·th"· ho~· wa' 
a .. l.;l·d why he.- al"' pourc.-d 'ah on 1hc 
\'iltnn·, woum.t... "Oh. I uon·1 !.;now ... 
h"· rl.'pli"·u. ··1 ju .. 1'4::'c.-n11 on n._ ... 

The su~csa~ linl.; hl.'IW\.-Cn small· 
"':rttn \"iolt."Ol't: anu tlt."sh-;and-hloou 
\'ictlcn"·'-' il'> pt."rhaps the.- most c.-xammc.-c.J 
nf SO<."inlnJ!ical quc.-lltion.'i. It has 
pnimptC'cJ :as ~n~· :as 3.000 srudi\."S in 
lhc p:&lll four · d«:adc.-s in . numc.-n Nl'> 
"·ounlrit."S. thouJ:h uni~· a iC'w hundrC'd 
ha,·c.- acJJ11.·c.l n"·w infor~tion. -

In a \\'ic.lc r.anJ!C' uf sun·q·s :anc.J fidd 
and lahur.110~· saudit."s. ~an:ht."r' ha\·e 
cu n11nt."c.l the.- n.-a<.tion.' of '-"hikJrcn 10 
..CC'llt."S shuv.·inJ! :a m:an who J!Cl." rt."w:anJ· 
11."C.I ,,·11h 1:and,· if h"· pun<.·hc.-s an inltu­
ahlc "Boho the.- down .. ..i:andup toy. 
They ha,·c.- L·umpart."c.J c:hikJrc.-n s :a~rl.'s· 
si,·c.-ncs.o; :after 1hc.-y ha\'t." ht."ot."n shown 
c:.anoun \.'Umll:n fC':alurinJ: Uufr.i Dunn~·-. 
'1'ondy \l'nOdpt."iker :and Tom :anc.J Jc.-ny 
;and Jt'-"f\lk:r shows suc:h as "LL'-'ie."· 
Th~· ha\"C' C'l't:lmint."c.J the.- incrt-:a~ an ho· 
milic.lt." r.alC's im~i:a1t."ly folluwinft 1ele· 
,·i.o;a,I huxinf: m:a1chn. They h:m~ 

C'x:amin~ lhC' incre-.L~ in ~icidc r:ues 
followint-t lY dr.am:as :ahuu1 suiLidt°. 
Tl~· h:a,·c.- C'!'Umint."d dun1tes in the ho­
mi1:ic.Jc.- r.HC's in L"Ommunali\.'S th:n sud­
dt:nlr :acqui~ 1el~·i.o;ion. as. in 
01p:anhc.-ic.l·Jt0\~ned Sou1h Afri<.-:a :and ;an 
i.•1ol;11ed C;an;adi:an 10\\TI in 1hc 1970s 
bchol:ars d1n--cc.-~ ii -su1cn. 

The.- upshol. ;ac:cordinll 10 ;a \':lriery 
of C'XJ>t.""-" ;and acJ,·uc;nes. ili an over­
-.·helminJl (."Onst."nsus of some 11.-:aus:al 
effect. Q.'ilh measul':lhle incre:L~ or 
3-IS pt."rcenl. •· In lhl.' ._.ords of arr· 
ccn1 Americ:an Psychologic:al Associ:a-
1ion (APA> rcpon. ·1he accumul:a1ed 
rese:irch clc-.arly demONill':ltes a corTe· 
lalion hc!t-.·ccn · vie"-·in~ violt."ncc and 
:a~wc.-ssi\'t." ht."h:a\'ior - 1h:11 is. he:wy 
,·aewers ht."ha\·c.- more aggrl"SSi\'dy 
1han li~ht ,·,--.vers ... " 

Th:ll summation wa~ echoed hr :i 
nc.-w ':i11onJI R1.•,.cJrch Counc.:il stuc.Jy of 
\'iolence. whil·h ;also assened 1h;i1 \'10-

lc.-nl uffendc-r.. arc.- l·harJl'lc.-nzed hv a low 
IQ. hullnni;:. hqlc.-r.aetl\·arv. low c.-mp;i-

1hv. crr.11ic disc Ii pine. neglea. lack of 
nunuranL·e and ··abnormally frrquent 
\'k"\\·in~ of violence on 1elcvision." 11 

t:ni,~rsiry of Washing1on psychia­
trist Ur.anc.lon S. Centerwall. writing last 
June.- in 7be journal of t#H Amnican 
.\l,"Clicul Association, reported that lhe 
:irri,·al of television in South Africa co­
inliuc:'<.l v.•i1h a doubling of the murder 
l':lle. During the "c:rilicaJ period" or ptt· 
;adolescent childhood, he aplained, 
C'ltposufC' 10 1V violence has a panicu­
l:arly profound impact: '"Whereas in­
fan15 have an instinctive desire to 
imil:a1e obsened human behavior, they 
do nor possess an instina for puging a 
priori whether a behavior ought to be 
imit011ed. They will imitale anylhina." 

The.- Universiry of Michigan's Leon­
ard Emn. who chairs the APA Conunis­
siun on Violence and Youth, has spent 
.36 ~·c:ars rrsearching 1V violence. His 
unique longi1udinal llUClies begirming 
in 1960 traced the same group ol 875 
ho)"5 :ind girls from age 8 to ase 30. ex­
amining crime rares and personal char­
ae1eris1ics. He found that those who 
wa1chcd morr violcm 1V were con­
victed or morr serious crimes, w~ 
mofC' aggressive under lhe influence or 
alcohol and more often used violence 
10 punish their own children, who in 
rum 5howed signs ol agresaiveneiu. 
"What o::~ learns about life from lhe 
1clevi.'iion scrttn seems ID be mmmil· 

ted to the ncxa Rt-ncr.nion ... Erun 5ilf!C. 
To expcns such :L'i Erun. Donner­

stein and Slilby, ··me scientific de~ 
is over.. on the eff'ectS of TV \lO­
lence, and ii is lime 10 mO\'e on 1u 
decide wha1 should be done. Ek-­
cause of quibbles by 01 rev.· n.:1~'5:1~­
ers, who argue mat me-.asurrd cff'«IS 
are IOO small or the .elated anli·liO­
cial behavior too trivial. a solid hody 
or research on violence. the thrtt 
write, has "for decades bttn acti\~· 
ipored. denied. an:acked :and C'\'e'ft 

misrepresen1ed in preseru:a1ions to 
the American public. and popubr 
myths rqarding the efreas hatt 
been perpetuated."" 

To UCIA psychologist Seymour 
Feschbach. the quibbling· is 1 

aonewalling. .. An unrealislic need for 
more defaililive research." he writes. 
"'may be used as a mechanism for 
delayins policy change. much as ad­
minislr•ors often lU(1l over uoutM­
aome i:l.:iues to comminees :as a meth­
od for delaying action." .. 

Robin Crews, a professor at lhe. 
Univer.lity of Colorado who bads a 
poup of activist academics called the 
Peac:e Sludies Associ"ion. says. -1 
don't know anyone in peace llUdr.. 
who doesn't dUnk ads, TV and lnO\'• 

ies in a ftfY sipificam way afl'ea '"i­
olence apinsl women and violence 

°"'1UlllM ... p. 171 

Who Are the Killers and Victims? 
Cbaractrrs porrra'yed as mMIODy Ill •w II# Most Molmt •nd •ost blab(~ 
arictimiz«I 1roup on 7Y, ""6b 70 p.runl muolwd In lliOlnlc' •nd 20 prr­
crnt ponro)Wl "' ltlll~. S~ p.runl of "" ....,. and 42 J#rUftl of llw 
u.iomm arr trwolwd In "'o/lna. 

l'or ...., 10 
ldllcn,allalber 

Dien ltlDed kWed 

Men 6()% 11% 5'41 .. ; 
Women 42% 4% 3% 7.S 
"Menially ill" 70% 20% 20% 10.0 

Sourer Ann""brlr Scbool of Commun1C41nons. Unwrmty of p,...iv,-t1or110. Dre. If. 
199~ 

March 26, 1993 169 



n 7 
v10II\cE 

One Viewer's Violence Is Another Viewer's Action 

The «Jcr1nuion of violence .,,ill :alwaYJ; be :a liUb;Ktive 
iudtrment b:axd nn indi\•idu;.al perceptions :and sensi· 
bililiC$." Bc1h W3XtrUn Bress:an. ''ice president or 1he 

CBS Bro:adc:aSl Gmup. told the House Crime :and Crimi.n:al. 
Julilice Subcommiuce in December. 

1be f:aa lh:a1 one viewer's violence is :anolher·s dnm:alic 
:letinn has led m:an)· .in lhe telC\•ision indU5t!'l' tO complain 
ahou1 1he 'Wilys :anli-viulen~ :activisls mnsure dlc ~ 
k-m. "Ac""iden~. such :as a man falling on a b:an:an:a peel, 
:a~ coun1c:d :a» :aas of viOlence in lhc mUSI .,.idcly UICd Yi· 
ulence counts."" U)'S Horsi Stipp. dircaor of IOCi:AI :and de· 
'~lopmftnal resc-.arch :11 NBC. ""Sbps&ick comedy routines 
like 1he Keysconc Kops. or even :a nugic trick directed ai 
:in un.,'illing person is werpresecl as a violent :act." t 

Snmc :aaivillls :a(trec. "Snme r:ne the violence level by 
the number of vinlen1 :act.~ wi1hou1 meuuring the intensi· 

modified version ol die Modan Piaure Association or 
America film nHinp, II auipa Rims an cweralJ rating lh:lt 
faaon in lbe mme:n ol lhc Yiolcnce and whaher chc over· 
aU messaae II pro- or mai-¥1olena:. "1f one charaaer 
lhoocs anocher, ll can be way dllfeta11 from when anodler 
(penonJ ahoocs dlat chaneler," ays Carole Lieberman. 
NC1V ~·A lot depmds on "whccher &he villain is 
punished and whdher lbe bero baa a Pmorized lifestyle.·· 

If die .e:z and YloleN:e are m lbe lliOl'f line and are 
handled approprialely, -we add a 'c:onllrucUYe faaor· in 
our moniloring." •JS lhe Rn. 8lUy A. Melvin, chairman 
ol lhe Olrillian p:Aap a:EAll-1V. -We know violence. 
RZ and pmfaMy are P1ft al life, 'bul dUnp are Fninl · 
more graphic. "lhcy wied to' show lbe IOUnd ol a sun and 
dlcn a dead body. Now 'dlcr lbow die bullet cniering the 
head and the brain on lhc wall." • · · · · 

"'·~ _ •. _._.. ltl. lbe Uaivcrsily ol Pcnn-ty and conlext. •• nores Marcy 
Kelly, presidcn1 of Med· 
i:aacopc. a Las-AnFICS· 
ba.ed nonprolir tanreh or· 

One Day's 1V Vlolen~ . .,tvuda'I Annenbera School 
ol <:.nmmm"danl, lhc Cul­
llnl fDdicvon Pra;ea ~ 
.4ulzl ·'Die YkJleDce India. ll 

Number 
ofScaaa 

l'acellt 
otTcal pnizalion. "Car aiuhes, for 

exampe, shown in dlc film 
l:ahoul dlc founding or 
Mochen Against Drunk briv­
ingl would be cowued :as vi­
olen1 :aas." 

~."nCIU" A. ....... uh" didim.1V~. "i"dear· 
1cxducJantt u~ of a:un"I 389 21 'cul.~ m.d overt 
Gunru~· 362 20 _-g,.~ ·o1 pbysical Yiolcac:e 
l,,c1l:uccJ l'undtc" 273 JS -~~·or ldllina or lhc 
Pu,.hin~ cJr.1~ini: 272 1 S :Jbiar .m llllnlDa and/or kDJ. 
~kn:n.1n.,: thn::u '1iia :;,;;'In 8llY conlCa. • ac-' When 7V G111dr commil· 

sioncd the Center for Medi3 
and Public Affairs in Wash­
in11on to monitor prime· 
tinK' ~ for Violence. 
it UICd &he foUowins dcfini· 
lion: "Any dclibcnte :aa in­
vnl,ing physic:al force or the 
U9C ol a weapon in :an at­
tempt to achieve :a atml. fur­

Wllh W&."3p1n 226 12 •mrdlna ~., . 'PIOf. Geor&e 
Sl;.al'" 128 7 Gcsbner. Two n.ined mden 
f)\.olil'l\:r.1tc pn1r-.-n~· 0 bfte ID 8l'ft dw an &Cl ii 
~"!ilru1..11nn 9S S .WOleal., GelbDcr'I aalf l&Rs 
Si1itp1&.· a. .. ..:auhs 73 4 feP'DP'. wares ol lhc per-
:\11 c11h\.-r typ:" Z8 1 .a:a&'IF af.poirUDS ~ 
Tow 1.M6 1..., ADI w wlalmae, lhc me ol 
c;..,,,,., }"' ·'""'"' m1J P,1111.: 4'1111. }MM 1992 ~· .m.. per ~ 

ther :a c:ausc, Mop the action of another, act out an angry 
imp\abc. defend oneself from :aaack, secure a ma1erial re­
"'-;ard. or intimidate ochers ... No1 included were acu of un· 
in1ended. or :acciden1:al violence, violence in 1pons and 
\"iolence by anim:aJs in narurc shows. tt · 

Al the Na1ion:al Coalition On Television Violence 
CSCTV>. mnnitnrs :ire trained to count "physically violent 
hCISlile :aa.o; comntincJ ""ith the in1en1ion of huning an­
other per;nn:· :aeconJinR 10 RC'sc:irch Director Chim Ve· 
n1uri. Diffcrcn1 "'C•RhlS :arc :i~igncd to each type of 
,·iolenl :aet: ;a sbp nr ;.a puiah. ior cx:imple. is assigned a I 
while :i murder or :.uic1dC' j,) ranked :IS a S. Accidents. 
vcrb;al :ass:aults :and property d:auugC' :ire noc included in 
the i:ounl). :incJ monnor~· judgmenL' are rcgul:irly les1ed 
by ;.a b:ickup monitor. 

NClY'~ r.mnjl "Y"'cm. howt"\'C'r. i..; also sub,cetive. A 

. • .. :,.-. ... -~ pts bour and lbe pcr­
ceraae ol major dmaaas Involved In~. either as 
pcrpcnaan or Yia:lml or bach. ·."loo ,. ' • • 

'"Violence is a 80Cial. reladonlblp, .• demonlntion or 
power," Gabncr saya. -,., who can do what to whom 
and get away With II. Catooas are lbe man c:ocmoversial 
and effective demonsa'adaftl ol power, wtdl humor u che 
1Upr-coatin8 pill .. 

J.£. for the dwJe dw his po;ea c:ounu slipping on a 
banana peel u a Y1olent aa. "1bal was inYcnred by an 
NBC czecutive 2S years ago," he uys. 

t •Mec!Q Violenc:e: Ale S&andarda for TV and Fllm Pauibk>" I paMI 
d&K\iUIOft produc-ed by rhe Jian'atd Uni.-cniry Sdlool of Public 
Hnllh. May 11. 1992. . 

tr "Is TV v~ Baa.mna Our Kids~." 1\,. Ciuid,, Aua 22-~. 
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h\' J(:an,.:s. The hurden of proof nttds 
10 f:lll no1 un 1hose uying 10 shov.· :a 
posi1ive corrd:alion. hur on those· 
who cunlinue 10 prumoie · violc:ncc 
;and ~ ii :as c:n1en:ainmen1." 

T ele\·ision executives. however. con­
tinue: to ch:ar:acterize 1he rese:arch on vi-

. ~ntt :as inconclusive. "The issue is so 
complex... says former 20th-Century 
Fux Film Corp. Chairm:an Bany Diller. 
"Ifs not approprioate 10 de;al with this in 
some superficial way .... I don't think 
•-e know enouJ'h yet."'' 

l'\erworlcs ci1r an NBC-spcinsored 
stud~· published in 1982 that round no 
corrrbuon berwttn television vio­
lence and xtu:al violence (though 
some Kientisls sa,.· the da1:1 were mis­
imcrprered>. The: networks :aisq point 
to the work uf University d iprortto 
psychologisl jomth:an L Freedman. 
whu :arg~ that the mountain or re­
search on \iolerjce has produced un­
conVincing results. Not only are 
rese:archers undecided over whether 
~nonal :an1ter is :a"prccondition ror Vi­
olc:nce by TV ,;ewers. he says. bur "ex-

. perimenter ·dem:and." or bias. for 
positi\·e ~ults. m:ay be :a factor. 
V~·ers "watch ;a mixture ol violent. 

nun,·iulrnt. ml :and fanwy. exciting 
and borinac. swws and flCtion pro­
p-ams.- freedman Writes. "The qua. 
lion is how this mixture ol programs 
:affecu the children. or more specific:al-
1)'. how the effet.1 ol this miJaure would 
differ from one in which the violent 
pro~ms were omined." •• 

Olher schobrs point with irony to the 
fact th:n »e>me s1udi~ of such "pre>-~ 
cial" TV shov.·s :as -Scs:ame Strttt~ have 
been found to increase :aggressive be· 
h:avior :as much ;as violen1 shows. "En­
cour:aginjt child~n to w:uch "Whole­
some· tele\ision is nOI the solution to 
:amdior-.uanJ( conduct problems :and 
\\·ould :appe:ar un 1he ha.sis of the :avail­
:ahle evidence ro he counrerproduc-
11\'C~ ... \\'rore one re:.im. ,. 

The )(Cner.11 puhlic lhOu('h willing 
10 :icccpt ;1 link ht-n>o·ttn 1V violence 
:.ind l"nmc. d~s nor hd1C'\'t:' 1h;111V vi-

olence is 1he main source of society"s 
horrors. In 1990, a Gallup Poll showed 
only 1 percent of the public considered 
television the main cause ol aime, 
while 60 percent blamed drugs and 6 
~rcmr :a breakdown ol family Social 
values. Yale University psychologists 
Jerome :and Dorothy Singer, longtime 
Rudents of children's lV, aigue dw the 
networks themselves comr.adict lhe ar­
sument lhat TV has no impaa on be­
havior. A nerwork exeawve, Ibey noce, 
once testified behft lhe fedenJ Com­
munications Commission (FCC) in 
praise ol a child who had teen the 
Heimlich maneuver demonsmU!d on 
TV and went on IO use it IO save a chok­
ing person." 

If TV has no effect on its viewers, 
asked Rep. Charles E. Schumer, 0-
N. Y., at the hearings he conduaed in 
December, "how do we expAain the 
billions ol dollan spent each year on 
commercial advenising."' 

Is llH lelftll.nort ~ 
lllkqutllny ..... .,,,. ,,,. 
prob.,,, of ...... , 

On Dec. 11, 1992. four days before a 
scheduled House field hearing in New 
York City on 1V violence, the three ma­
jor networks broke decades ol prece­
dent and felc:ued -• joinl 1111emenr 
oullining their policies on violence. 
"Conllia and serife are lhe euence ol 
drama, and c:onflia aften raula in 
physical or psycholop:a1 violence.• II 
said. "However, all depiaions of ~ 
lence should be relevan1 and necessary 
10 the development ol characrer, or IO 

the advancement of theme or plot." 
The networks' stalemenl vowed IO 

limit p-aruilous, excessive or redun· 
dant Violence, sLamorous depiaions ol 
violence and replicable, unique or "in· 
genious" methods ol inflicting pain or 
injury. Rc:a.lislic portrayals ol violence 
in children's programs were IO be 
avoided. as were graruirous depiaions 
or :aninul abuse. Caution was wsed in 
scenes where children arc victims and 
themes. plotS or scenes mix sex and vi­
olence. And the netWorks advocated 

showing the· consequences of viol~ 
and sch~uling programs With an eye 
coward the likely audience. 

The sratement was amplified at the 
hearings. during which nerwork aan­
c:lardHnd-praaic:es olf &Cers explained 
how k was intended as a model for the 
rest of the indusuy that could • k 
the IOJiam" lhat has Stymied progress 
on reducinl violenc:e. They also ex· 
plained how feanue falms are careful­
ly revieWed before being bro:adc:asr 
onlV. 

°"We esrimale that we demand ediu 
(all up 10 "° percent of the orisiml sub­
missions of R-12ted lllOYie commer­
cials," said Ouislian Hikawa ol CapilaJ 
Cities/ ABC. ""We will even, on oca­
aion, n.;ea cenain rdms as too violent 
IO advertise." In c:anoons. "'We do noc 
permit ralistic weaponry or imilable 
8falUilous inlapenonal violence. Mor· 
al mesaaaes in our childlen'• prapams 
are a>DCICIC." 

Sen. Paul ~ 0-W., sponsor of 
the 1990 law 8iYin8 the necworks an 
antilrwt ezanption IO permit faint ac­
lion apinsl violence, applauded 
"'inldal 11ep5." .. Television can appeal 
ID the best in us or the WOrll in us," he 
said. "Television entenainmenl vio­
lence roo oflai does the laaer. We have 
reason IO hope for IUbslanlial 
pnwc:mc:nt.." In addilion. Simon's 
leCl'eW)', David C.arle, esplaJned lha1 
the joirnl m1c:mc:m, plus an accampa­
nytna plan ID cqanize an indusay con­
feaence on violence, raised hopes lhal 
the cable and film indusaic:s would toin 
the and-violence effons. "ll puu us 
light yean ahead of where we were 
year," he said. 

But IO many academics and :anti·vi~ 
lenoe aaivisa, the sratemeru was mere­
ly a n:hash oldie cunent policies, a 
of .. pious platitudes, with no teeth," in 
Gerbner's phrase ... All it is saying is lhat 
without these suidelines, the sicuation 
would be much worse." 

Carole Uebennan. the.Bcvmy Hills 
psychiatris1 who heads the National 
Coalition on Television Violence, calls 
the new standards "uncr nonsense. Lo 
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Rating Cartoons for Violence 
Cbi/1/n.•11 :C ,·11nncms ""'' '""'"'R tilt' n11~1 nul,•111 "'"'JU'S 1111 tnftltsion, oftns 
r.\l..,'WlillR .J-1 t1t·1s rif 1"i11/c•11t·c· pr.•r hu11r '""' c-r1n1i11g hrgb &tolnac' r'rllinss 
/mm t'!r .Vut1111111/ Cut1llllu11 '"' Tc-ic·1~1u11 l ·~11/r111:,. 

AcU or Violence NC'IV 
per hour aa&laa 

Very Kiah Violence 
l>.irk "'~''-" I Fox> 109 xv 
C.••kic'll C:utnnn Cul~ 1-il·c~> 100 RV 
Tnm :and ~orrv KKJ.,. l fox> 118 RV 
l>r.ill' m "-;.~.; 1 s,.·n&Ji'-·:.11111n 1 IS xv 
Lnnnt')' Tun'-'lO I ~K:kc:lcKk-nn 1 80 RV 
Ci.I. Jc~ 1s,.ndic-.11ion> 78 RV 
Hu~" Bunn~· :ancJ P:als cThT> 68 RV 
Toxic Ctuu&Jc:rs IS)·n&.lk":ltinn> 65 RV 
C:l'1C. :'\. &: Super ~l:1n11 81'()). I SBC> S8 RV 
Pnli"·c Ac::a&J'-·m~· 1s~·n&Ji'--:aunn1 S8 RV 

HJah Vlolcnce 
•·iz;ud of Oz cAOC> l9 RV 
DuckTalC!I f5)'ndi'-·:mon > .?9 RV 
Bced~K.~ CABC,. 28 xv 
Pelf"-~·c 'Famil'!o· Ch;anncl > 27 RV 
F~n~~ic M~x ISymli(.":llinn> 26 RV 
Dinl'M:luttn> I f:amily Ch:anncl > 26 RV 
Chips· D:atc·~ R~c ~ntcftS CS)ndi(.":llion> 26 PGV 
C:anoon Exprcu c USA> 2S RV 
~lkJniJlhl P:atrnl c S)'fldic:uiun > 2-4 RV 
ln.t1('C'-1nr G.1dtcC'l c l'\i\.·kc:luck·nn 1 2 .. RV 

I.ow Violence (Hlahly recommended) 
ump <:and~· c ~nc > 8 PG 
lbl1:1r CHBO> . 7 PG 
Muppet lbbiclc lCB.'\l 6 PG 
Madeline c F:unil)" Channel> 3 G 
D-.1\'id the G~ c SK:ke~nn > 2 G 
~C'\· Kid• nn the Hl11(.ic cABC> 1 PG 
D:aVe)· :and Goliath csyndiacionl 1 G 
Uttlc -Women I HBO> 0 PG 
Lillie:' Kui:ab I Sickc:ln&Jcc m I 0 G 
Gd Alnnfl Giinf( c Family Ch:anncl I 0 .G 
M:a,.-:a chc Bee c l'ic:kdn&Jcnn) 0 G 
Lunch Bnx c Di.t1n'-"). Channel> 0 G 

Sol1n.'I': ."W11ttH1ol C.nttl1tlfl11 "" To-l1'tu1011 l "inlc-trcr 

;anc.I l~hold. ;after ;.all lhc~ ~·cars. the 
m."tWorks un:ah;asht:'dly naunt the fact 
tha1 this is simply a writtt:'n Vt:'rs1un ul 
wh:11 each suncJ:.arc.I ;.am.I pr:ictll'~~ Ot'· 
p:inm~n1 h:is been using all along tis 
uhnuu:. what thC"\·\·c lx"t.'n Juing i) nor 
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good enough." 
Licbcrm:m, who testified in Decem­

ber that children's minds are being 
"polluted by the drug of violence," 
compl:iins:1ha1 the language is delibcr· 
:itely :imhiguous. Each judgment -

whether lo sho~r two bullelS or one. 
whether lO use blood or nOl - is a mat· 
cer of opinion, she· says. The women 
who head the networks' srandards and 
praaices depanmenis have no back­
sround in researda about violence.· she 
add.I ... they are puppecs who rake di­
reaion from ne!WOrk superiors." 

The University of California's Oon­
nemein says the netWorks deserve 
aome credit for puttina their policies in 
wriling after years of denfinl the ef­
feas of 1V violence. But he empha­
sizes that rhe Big three should no 
lonser absorb all the blame when there 
are VCRs, pay-per-view services and 
hundreds ol channels ol cable 1V. 

Representatives frorri the non-net­
work televi.tion industries were repre­
aerued at the House hearing. the 
Motion Piaure AssOaalion ol America 
(MPM) emphasized dw iEs zs.,ar. 
old tum Dlin8 sysrem factors in ~ 
lence Ilona with 1CX. Wirnesses 
poiNed out dw lhe Video Soltware 
Dalen Assoc:f!tion offers a pledae to 
puena ro help prevent lhe sale or mu­
ll ol R· and X-med films ro minors. 

Cable officials delaibed results of a 
new llUdy the tndusuy had commis­
lioned from Georae Gerbnc:r, conclud­
ing dw there is less violence on 
c::able«iginated cbildren'• 1V pro­
.. ..wmins lhan on lhe nerworks. they 
spoke of rechnolosicaJ advumges that 
allow cable consumers ro IUperWe 
children's 'riewin1. W1lh lhe available 
parema1 "'lock bm" - which musr be 
offered by all cable companies under 
die 1984 cable derqulation aa - and 
"'with the advent of "'addressability" 
technology, pareNal conuol has a.ken 
a major aep forward, .. aid Pauicia Fa­
Iese of Cablevision Syaems Corp. the 
addressable device allows each su..._ 
scnber to program his own convener 
K' -reveiu designated shows trom be­
ing received. "However, the technol­
ogy requires an actively engaged 
pa.rent to make the programming deci­
sions involved," she said . 

. Winton Cox. chairman of the 
Sho~time premium chaMel, said the 

.... 
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mo\·ies his channel. shows :m~ c:::irc· 
full~· 5Crttned for "·iolence :and their 
contents descrihcd in :a progr:am 
guide oalong wi1h lheir r:atings. .. The 
prott"Ctions offered lo viewers b)' the 
sut>Krir1ion pruc~ itsc:lf." he said. 
··coupled with the scheduling and 
communk"ations effons of the premi­
um nenvorks. safeguard apinsl un­
wanted exposure." 

Crilics. howe\·er. nore thal few par­
ents are capable of such detailed 
conuol over their children's ~I 
hahits. 11'ey dispar.asc the cable in· 
dusuy's lhld)' of ab1e-ona­
ina1ed prog12mming by 
noting that the ma;oriry ol 
able programs are non­
original. often-violen& fea· 
ture falms. And monitorin1 
has shown lime :and again. 
the)· coniend. rha1 whar 1V 
executives say is Soin& 
over lhe air9.":lves is not al­
ways borne out. _ 

Norwithstandin) the vows 
lha1 violent commercials are 
nuc shown durintr childten'a 
programming. U.S. NftlG 6 
lrurlJ R11xm. rcceruly sam­
pled 50 hours or ne!WOrk 
programming in rhe late af­
ternoon or earty evenin1. It 
found 12 questionable ads. 
indudins one for an episode 
of .. In the Heal o( the Nisht" 
in which a uoubled &irl lives 
binh to a dead baby. The 
mapzine also sent children 
inlo video shops to ren1 such adull 
movies as "B:isic Instinct" and "The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre" and found 
that video dealers were not enforcing 
policies :against underage rentals." 

And as Marvin Kiunan. TV critic (or 
l*usday. points out. the n"" guide­
lines refer only to new progr.amming 
and nor ro old progr:ams made under 
previous policies. K.iunan lold a con­
gression:al he:iring he doesn'1 lNSt 1V 
execuuves lo li'·e up lo their obliga­
tions bec;ause lhey·ve bttn saying for 
ye:ars ttu1 lht"y h:avt" ~en .. The nc1-

11.·orks :are like serial killers." he says. 
.. Their pr()fl12ms are the equivalent of 

· •·ri1ing with lipstick on the minors in 
our homes: Stop me before I kill apin. •· 

Though hopes have ~ raised by 
the netv.oorks' new promise ol cooper­
ativeness. in the academic communily 
mislNSl NOS deep. ,. The television in­
dusuy is noc in the business ol aelling 
progr-"'5 to audiences," <:eruerwa!J 
writes. "It is in the business of selling 
audiences to adveni.sers. Issues of 
'quality' and 'IOdal raponsibi1ity' are 

entirely peripheral to die issue of mui­
mizing audience size within a competi­
tive marker - and there is no formula 
more tried and uue lhan violence for 
reliably generatins 1a1J1C audiences." 11 

APY JlrOJ>O$•d CllN• .for IV 
PloWrtc• 1&ors• llHI• lh ""-•••1 

When netv.oork executives try to 
tell Sm. Paul Simon that research on 
TV violence is inconclusive, he says 
the)· "remind me of the Tobacco ln­
stiru1e people who come in here and 
say they have research tha1 cigarettes 

do nOl do any harm. I say. 'Thett is 
no quest.ion abou1 the harm. ~ 
question is how are we png to. deal 
With this problem in a flft soctery?'" 

All me players In the violence de­
bate profess rapea for Finl Amend­
mern 1ri8hts to free speech. But thar 
hasn't prevented huge disa~ents 
over •rhal c:onstiNtes censorship and 
lhe dqrec to which Jbe television in· 
dusuy should be free to detennine ils 
own 11raanem ol violence. ..I don't 
wan1 to see anylhing llXft that looks 

like censorship. no 
. wherher you call ii t 
ness decisions or whether 
you call ii 1111e," NftlJ 
Ycri magazine 1V aitic 

John leonard aid in a 
7V GuiM forum. .. I think 
'Violence and 1eX and p> 
1ilical dillenl are all 
bed tosemer. and ii you 
Dft messing wilh 

) you end up messin& wirh 
! lbe IS ol lhem." 
J . 1be National Caalition 
I on Televilion VIDlent'e 
1 has creaaed • nine-point 
a popcm1 1or federal resu· 
'-lllion ol 1l( vialcnce. II 
I includes: 
I • a raq syaan; 

• wamin8 .. labels .. before 
brmdc:a• c·n.e 1V ahow 
you are aboul ID war.ch 
may be hazardous to your 
psydloloaical and/or phys­
ical health due to its highly 

Yiolent cauenr .. ); 
• ~nt labels used in publicity 
fcx shows; 
• warning labels on 1V am; 
• a mfr psychiatrill or researcher at 
each nerWortt or cable chaMCI: 
• public service announcements 
about the hannful effects of violence; 
• a ban on violent programming of. 
fered in 1ovemmen1 ir\Sl.._..;ons such 
as jails and hospitals; . 
• Wt breaks for netv.oorks, cable 
channels and production companies 
that fund research on violence; 
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VJOIINCE 

• and :a public hc:::al1h <.:ampaign in 
schools 1ha1 :addresses \'iolence the:: 
w;i~· cu~nr prugr.uns d~al with 

• down and talk. says his press aide Television (CLEAR·lV), a 1,600-member 
Carle:. in rhe manner of Man arms coalition char uses consumer boycous of 
l.'Ontrol mc::ding... advertisers to pressure networks 10 re-

Jrunk driving. · 
Prupo5:1ls for a ,.iolencc:: r:aring srs-

1em do nae impinge on freedom of 
1~h. ~ ~nrerwall. ''ll is nor 
~.uon:ihlc 10 :addras lhc:: prublc::m of 
mutor vehide fa121ilies by calling for 
a ban on ars ... he says. "Instead. we 
1m1phasizc safety seats. 1ood tr:1ffic 
signs and driver ~uC:alion. Sirnibrl)', 
10 addn:Ss lhe.problem of violence 
a~ by exposure 10 &el~ision. we 
need 10 1m1phasize time-channel 
locks. prosr2m raring systems and 
~Ut.":ltion of lhe public reprdina 
Sood v~ng habits."" 

Olhers hav~ propusc:d tha1 the FCC 
regulate Yiolenc.-e in lhe same way il 
polices indecency - usin1 fanes and 
wilhhulding licenses. Harvard's Slaby 
uys thar requiring stations and cable 
ne1Works 10 reduce violenr prosram­
ming and increase non-violenr sho9ts 
as a conda ··n for license or conu:aa re· 
newal "WOUid not restrid or alter che 
pm;entarion of any violent prosram. as 
protected under lhe Finl Amendment. 
Ralher it would promcxe a broader 
range ol non-violenr ahernative pro­
v.ams from which viewers would be 
able ro choose." 

Such proposals would be wel­
comed by vecenn children's lV wril· · 
er Gene Ayres. whose Santa Fe. 
KM.~ en1erprisc. Furure Wave, 
prepares ICripcs for non-violenr 
shows. ""When ·these ideas are 
hroughr up inside lhe indUSlry," he 
sa)'S. ,hey always roll our lhe FiD1 
Amendmenl as if il's under threat. 
Bur lhe)• don'r ask the difference bc::­
rwttn wh:at's offered 10 children and 
adults. 1llOSe who rescn1 (such pnr 
posed rqulationl don ·1 have respon­
sibilir\' for snull children." 

ubels. r:arings and public service 
:announcements. however. have yet 
10 be: embr:aced by Congress. Simon. 
:as a former journalist. wants 10 pro· 
1e"1 the: puriry of frc::c:: spttch and 
prders getting rhc:: player.; 10 )II 

Nor do rhe proposals sir well wilh duce aa, violence and profaniry. He 
longtime:: children's lV advocate-Peggy ays such amcism of the religious right 
Ch2mm. "If you rell everybody, 'Hey, masks aaempcs to censor his group. 
lhis progr.am is aoing 10 be raribly ~ -We're bringing an idea into the marke.l-
lenl and scare me wits out ol you,' place," he says. "lV ii desuuaive 10 lhe 
you'll ger· every teenager in America qualilyollife. WecandobeaerandmUSI 
w:arching it." she says." Owial has do beaer' for our dUldren and our chil­
,,...,.mc:d l.har '"the pcxenlial for dosina dren's dUldren." 
down free speech in this counay from A solid majority ol the public, ac­
ide:is - liabiliry for speech - is so mrdins so a Il989 Los Arrafta nma 
horrendous that I'd rather pul up wilh poll. opposes a pemmeni aack­
violence on television. " 11 down on 1V violence. Nearly half the 

There is fear, evai among anli-vio- • sapondena blamed 1V ""'1ilnces 
lence aaivisu, dw c:a11s for a aovem- for cbe violence bec:ause chey creare 
ment aadcdown risk encouraging cbe demand. But 71 pen:eru favored 
what is seen as the censorship tenden- a violence raling. "People do nae see 
cies of the religous riaht, which, atlic:s proaramming lsex and violence) as 
say, is more preoccupied with sex in so affeaing chcir lives chat mey·re 
media than wilh violence. "The rdi- willing U> give up their &eedom for 
8ious people are seams so much pow- Jl. • aid Neil Malamuth, a communi­
cr," says Ueberman. ""We will haft calions polessoc • cbe Univasily ol 
censorship some day ii dw happens.• Mk:bipn. "It's a basic phUCllOphy ol 

The Rev. Billy A.. Melvin ii chairman American culture char we want inde-
of Christian Leaden for Responsible pendence and freedom.• 14 

• 

BACKGROUND 

~ fant suspicions dw lbe miracle 
1 of 1elevision might be a miDd 
blessing arose soon airer cbe medi­
um's debut as a popular pulime in 
1947. The· number of youths being 
arrested, which had declined imme­
dia1ely following World Wa:r n, role 

dramatically, according to Juslice De­
paruneru mtisbc:s, from 31,750 in 
1948 10 37.259 in 1951 to 149,806 in 
1953 to 23-4.474 in 1956. 

In June 1952. lhe fam congressional 
he:aring ever on violence in radio and 
television and ilS impaa on children was 
held by the House Subcommiaee on In· 
1ersra1e and.foreign Conunercc:. In 1954. 

Sen. bes Ke&lUYa", D-Tenn., chairman 
d lbe Senare judiciary Subc:ommiaee to 

• lmatiple ju¥enile . - Delinquency, 
opened a lelies ol hearinp on die ef. 
rem c1 media violence. Following a 
ample viewin8 ol 1Vs current cops­
mMkabben fare, a lktlish media apen 
llOld his panel Iha! such shows would 

. never be ~dcast in £naland. And Cla­
ra Logan, presidenl ol lhe Nalional A.sso­
ciadon for Beller Radio and Television, 
called U.S. 1V aime shows "'menial poi­
eon" to youngstaS. 

In a paaem dw would be repealed 
in larcr decades, necwodc officials le:Sti· 

fied IO me imponanc:e ol industry self· 
rqulation. ABC Vice President Robert 
Hinddey said he didn't believe lV Nis a 
thing remo1ely approaching a faaor in 
our problem." Russia and New Zea­
land, wilh limired or no lV facilities, 

ConnnucVI on p. l n ..... 



Chro~logy· 
1950s Rts•tny0111b 
crlm• 111Ulj11v.ntw •linquncy 
prompts congnsslonal b•arlngs 
011 l•ilvlslon lllollrlc•. 

}MH 1952 
First congrcssionaal he:arings on ,·io­
-lcncc in r.adio and television :and its 
imp:act on children :ind )·outh held 
h)· House lnterst:ue :and Foreign 
Commerce Subcommince. 

• 
1954 
Sen. Estc:s Kefauver. D-Tenn ... ch:airs 
he:arings of Judidaf)· Subcommittee 
lo lnveslig:ite Juvenile Delinquency 
on role or 1V shows in youth crime. 
Scn••orks s:a)· no link. 

------- . -------
1960s Urll1111 lllollrlc; 
pro.pis ...on co.gn•no..• ,.,,,.. 
blg6 tuUJ .OW'r'W...,., fMIUUll. Of 

N6Hrcb Ofl 1V "'*""· 
1961 
Kenned)" :adminislr:uion Federal 
Communic:niom Commission Ch:air­
man Newson N. Minow 1ells National 
Association or Broadcas1en that 
American 1V is :a "vas1 wasteland." 

1961 
UniveniCy or Pennsylvania begins 
monitoring television programming. 

1969 
Forma1ion of Boston-based Founda· 
lion 10 Improve Television. 

kpLZJ, 1969 
Repon or Na1ional Commission on 
the C:auses and Pre,•ention of Vio­
lence ciies 1V violence as contribu· 
tor to sociecy·s violence problem. 

1970s s.rzeo-•n· 
n-ol's •tudy protrlpl• ..,,.. COii· 

grysslon11l beorlllg6,· oe:•dnwk 
•'""'-• ProlU~ CGMrf au•• 
eJtllrrllM"""""' q/JV .. GUa q/ 
,..,,, fllolfttce. 

1912 
Surgeon.general's repon on violence 
cites evidence or link berween 
screen violence and aggrasive be­
havior. 

1915 
National PTA adopll resolution de­
manding that nctWorks and local 1V 
stations reduce the amount or vio­
lence in programs and commercials 
(re:affirmed in 1989). 

1916 
American Medical Association's 
House or Delegates calls 1V violence 
an "environmental hazard." 

1919 
In Zamora II. CBS.,"'· parems or a 
Florida l S-year-old convicted or 
murdering a neighbor unsuccessful­
ly sue all three networks for ne1li-

- 1ence for failing to prevent him from 
being incited to imitate 1V. 

------. -----
1980s ..... 4"1 

~cftln .... /rHNlll: 
mble W, VCRs """rV• qfllld.pn· 
"""ullOCri.r llbrtllUb ,_,,,.,. q/ 
wmooru ioc:ow1ro1~oli Jv. 

1980 
Founding or National Coalition on 
Television Violence. 

1982 
National Institute of Mental Health 
study says there's a clear consensus· 
on link between 'JV violence and ag­
gression. 

kptffllber 1984 
Attorney General's Task Force on 
Family Violence says evidence is 
overwhelming that 1V violence con­
tributes to real violence. 

l!JIU 
American Academy or Pediarrics 
Task Force on Children and Televi­
sion cautions physicians and parents 
that 1V may promote agression. 

,,., 
American Pqchological Association 
Q>mmission on Youth and Violence 
notes research showing link be­
rween 1V violence and real violence. 

----·---
1990s Ndrl0rlu1 

•Jo"'I ..,.....,,, ~polldn - "' .. ,....,._, .... po.dW .,,,,. 
_., ... ..,,,..~ .,, C.O.· 
,.... .............. IOQlln~ .,,....,.. 
'"" Simon-Glickman Television Vio-
lence Act gives three mator MTWorb 
an anlitnall exemption so they 
formulate joint policy on violence. 

'"' Newton Minowdedares: 00ln 1961, I 
worried that my children would i 

benefit much from television, but in 
19911 worry that my children will ac­
Nally be banned by It." 

11'J:Z 
American Pqchological Association 
1Ndy shows research on link to I 
vk>lenoe ii 11nored and calls for fed· 
eral policy to ~rotect society. 

Dec. 11, 1992 
Days before House hearings, the 
three major networks release joint vi­
olence policy and agree to an indus- · 
uywide conference. 
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Music Videos That Flirt With Violence 

Wilh 1heir i~l(es of M::inlil)· dad ""-ome.-. 7.'arifts · MTV Conrends, however, lhat JhaUy has vtola1cd iL'I 
lusrful expressions and hurling themscl\-a :u non- copyriahl by laJdna advanaae of the "fair use" doarine. 
d1:al:an1 rock saars. MTV ,;d~ Knd ou1 confusing 1he aubUdiuy of Viacom lnlcmadonaJ Inc. in 1991 1hrra1-

and- pouibly hannful mc1S.1ges 10 1he 57.3 million Ameri· cncd co sue It be didn't dalioy all ranainina copie$ of 
c:an houKholds th:a1 ~ive MTV. "Dreunwartds." Jbally, in IUm. says MTV is fForinB his 

Thal"s the thinking of Sui JhaUy. a cammunicnions (Xl!llfaoif:m dlal lhe ftdeo DftWOlk s lhrealeftina legal ac­
prolesMW at the Univer.sicy of M:assachusens-Amhenl, don ID silence IUblcandve allidlm of lls produa. "They 
whoie crilicislm ol the popular videos have brought him are bmed bl ud bapma • wm ao away,. JbaDy uya. 
bee co face with the New York City-baaed cable necwork. Meurwblle., lillV bu mmtn•eecf ID breed cxxuroveny. 

SeekinR to raile hil lfUdents' coruciousness of the ef. Oa Sept. 18, 1991, Sm. mobell Byrd. ~W.Y&., rook co the 
teas of televiaiion imagery, JhaUy ·several years ago auem- 8oar of lbe Scaalle ID amdt k m a ~!ldble inllu­
bled -ore:amworfds: Desire/Sex/Power in Rock Video," a enc:e OD c:bdclrm..•111e omni meuaae of mosr of lbcse 
5s-minute collection of highlights from 165 rock vkleol · muaic ~II~- Ja tbuDdered. "'Human happiness 
fe:aruring supem:ar performers such :as Motley Clue, Billy and fuJflllmem· m· Gii' -FrMed bY becominl a 80dopath 
Idol :and Rod Stew.an. m1hefecdai" al .. ~ ·c ••")t. If we ID dUs mdon canrin-

Sincc srud~nts often were sidetracked by rhe pleasures ue co mw lbe timps:ar murder, Violence, drug abule, 
nf 1he mu.'lic. Jh:aUy 11UbRitu1ed his own somber sound- adi.sm. mmpmC; •ac•aeoce. pa valliou, pomopaphy 
track :and spliced in dramalic footage rrom the hil movie and abenadon befale lbe era m lllilllonl ol children. .. 
~The Accwed. - namely the ~e Cbased on a true aory) we lhould mx be lurpriled fl ibe bmde!lnnl of 80dely 
thawing acvess Jodie Foster being pns-raped on a bu- nx away.• Md •· 1"2 __.,. bf die ~ 
room pinball ti.:achine. He abo added his own narralion C...-r b' ...ua:...r Jlullllc Mraa baad me 'riolmce 
and a jarring recirauon of mtistics: "A woman is raped m anv dam cm·lba--~ '.IV _..wb coml:llucd .. 

=~ax=~ "One in four w~ will be ~.:=.=-~+=...:..ed.~.: 
The result is a dilnarbing video critique of the way mu- 400 mile ud · fliliiilll!~p~ .... Oekhwt Untwnily In 

sic videos me an to .ell re<'Oldinp. ultimately dehuman~ ai ct+s1iii-"'""C ..._. lair "'ii.a~ • • dla: ID wau:h 
izing women •nd possibly mcouraSina violence, accord- dllraed._ ~ · ··~ : i.e '....:-.:k.nr ~ made 
inR to Jhally. 'ftcwezi feel ~!"Ji ,·:ltimful and Wc::wite, bul leas 

The majority of M1V videos ponr2f "'the dramwortd eesiaal;"lbm leli ...... "'9ecii.t ·• · ·· 
of the adolacenl male," where women are ofla\ ea: • -, ~ bfaea ~-Wldi·KIV .JI lml lbat ••a mare .. 
;ecu or nymphomaniacs. he says. And though OUll"iiN ~ laa ·•· ·....a,:"d_ S: .... ..._ m. cbaanela." aaya 
olence ii noc common on MTV, ii II Implied in &he whips 'l1mima ledecttt°a.-. + 'nmn ol die Na1iona1 ~ 
and &he diains and the scenes ii) which women don'l lkJD OD 1:*111cii:~4 ca,~ dm ll'a aD lllbled ~ 
re:ally mc:an no when they say iL, he says. "BecaUle wm. aedaer90 a 91eweirc.a'I pdl oat a putiaalar lime period 
en :are presented as chinking only about sez. Ibey don't, dml ~·maw ~-8C*ll ~be DO eaually ~ 
ab;ea when they're handled," he says."~ don't• IJas--.&.-,t·.ii .. ~;~·~ .. 'r.;...,·,.. .. ,. 
feel when &hey're couched even by someone whom they ·} A.il92 liudy fll 7'o Mn ...... br die cmlllion round 
have lull met. 'lbr messages don't have co be Yioienl co iii8t ~ ~".l&Lz .-. ··;·d·m.lbe piut * yan, awrag­
ef'.'CO'lra1e caul.n beh:avior. What is more lmportanl II las 2D·licD Of~ per bout· Men dlan 60 per cent ol 
that such images are teen :as normal." lhe''9tdeol a.-1md·'aplldl -~. aagated ~ 

JhaUy caullOM that he is not atBUina that MTV ~ lem:e.''"~· -iimiual · JPoUaapla, .aualty aagative 
violence. nocing that the roocs of violence are c:ompla: lhnnes, po&nirr, .We """I. mdlor alcabol camumpC'ion, 
and multiple. But 1Uch videos "help culUYare alliludes lbe llUlly aili 1he IDDll · wtolml Wleo: Guns 'N Imes' 
that in M>me inslances may lead to cenain types ol be- "Y'ou Could Be Mille..• · 
havior," he says. "The more 1V you watch, lhe more you 
think che world is like 1V. And you tend to act on die 
aonn you h:ave access to." 

To promoce hi:; compilation. JhaUy sent out brochures 
tn colleges amund the country. He has sold some 1300 
cnp1es thus far 1 :ar S 100 for ins1ituuons and SSO for indi· 
,·idullsl. with proceed\ going 10 a nonprofii universiry 
INSI fund. 

1 i'6 CQ RrJrnrr/Jrr 

-. 

1 Olnlline HaD tw.- aad lmDld D. lbnM!n. •'!hr lnlluencr ol 
Sa and Viol~ in rM Aflpall_al' lock Muaic Video&," C-111Mnt· 
c.tlOft "-rcb, Ap;J 1990. p. 212. 

ttQuol.ed 1n e>rurw.. k*na /lloltllOr, Aua. 6, 1991. 
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ha\·e major ju\·enilt' ddinquen~· prob­
It'~. he noted. An ABC scripl director 
~iJ lh:ll lV :ld\"enture SlOri~ mighl 
~·en pf'l"\·ent ddinquency h~· serving 
as "a release·· for children ·s aggression. 
An FCC offici:al tesrifi~ :1g:iins1 censor­
ship. and :1 represent:itive of lhe Na­
lion:ll Associalion of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters said broad­
asccrs had set up a code lo ~Ip ar­
ranse programs addressing lhe topic o( 
yoUth Cfitne. · 

In 19S6. one of the earliesr srudics 
on TV Yiolcn~ rcponed on 4-year­
olds who were ask~ lo watch an ac­
lion-packcd .. Wood)· Woodpecker" 
canoon. They were found lo be 
more likely 10 hir and harass ocher 
kids and bre:ik toys than :1 control 
sroup thal had warched the more 
pe2ceful "Linle Red Hen." I · 

The Senare held matt hbrinp 
aboul 'IVs 'effcas in the early 1960s. 
but the problan of violence· reached 
undeniable crisis proportions follow­
ing the mid-'60s urban noes in Los 
Ansdes. Newark and elsewhere. It 
was in 1965. psychiatrist Cenrcrw.all 
observes, :after the f arsr of the 1elcvi-
1ion aeneralion had become leen­
aaers. thal the biggesr surse in U.S. 
homicide5 occurred. 

1bis was a time when the airwaves 
were giving kids scenes of .. The Three 
Scooses" poking each ocher in the eye. 
.. ABC was the major crime center in the 
counuy," Nfttsda_vs Kianan rec:alls 
With sarcasm. .. They had had much 
success with such educational TV se­
ries on machine gun usage as 'lbe Un­
touchables.· They were pioneers in the 
Bang-You're-Dead school of program­
ming with such ungr.atuitous. unvio­
lcnt prognms as 'Roule 66" and ·n 
Sunset SU'ip.·" 

Movies :also he<."':lme more graphic. 
When lhe groundbrc:aking ''BoMie 
and Clyde'" was released in 1967. Nftll 
Yo1*er critic P:auline Ko.el wrote. ··The 
dirty re:aliry of death - not suggestions 
hut blood :and holt's - 1s nc:-cessary. ll 
is :. kind of violenct' rh:11 !iJ)"S !iome-

lhing ro us; il is something that movies 
must be: free to use." n 

Jovenunent Action 

'f"he _government lOOk action. Along 
J. with the American Medic:al Associ-

dent, Massachusetts. education Com· 
mis$ioner \V.illiam S. Abboa, il hopes 
to "further the developmcnl or an 
open. free society by provint that 
relCVlision entertainment is nCM the 
privare domain of a f"1 people in· 
rem on broadcastins for profat at 
c:hildten's expense." 

ation. ·~ funded the Cullur.al India·· SainpcM Gerwrwr• Report 
tors Project at the Univasity of In 1972. the 1U1JeOn general rc-
Pennsylvania, which bepn monitor- leased the five-volume report, "Tele­
ing television prosranunina for vie>- vision and Growing Up: The lmpaa 
lence. President Lyndon B. ,Johnson of TeleYised Violence." 111 axw 
appointed a commission ro INdy 1he lial · conclusion was chat there is a 
roou of urban unrest II woulct find causal effea from 1V violence, bur 
that TV watching, while not lhe spe- primarily in chilclten presuPPQScd ro 
cific cause of sodery's violence, was be agressive. 1bc report prompced 
a contributor. Bills were offered in Pasrore ro beain hearings in March. 
Congress ro prohibit 1V violence, For years "various poups have 
wdy the issue more and offer srarits pointed ro 1V Yiolent'e as a neptive · 
for improving c:hildten's lV, bul none ftuence on human behavior, .. ll!l1ified 
became law. Rep. john M. Murphy, ~.Y., "'but 

In 1969, Sen.John O. Purore, D-R.I., Ibey were luUed inro inaclian wilh 
petitioned· the swgeon ICnen1 ro In- promises &om lhe indusay dw 
vatipte the effeas of 1V vk. ·ence. wouldbeadiminishmenlofviolence." 
"What is at srake is no less lban our M in lhe 1950s, die nerworlcs 
most valuable resource - lhe beans came OUl in force, promilina ID ad­
and minds of our young people," be dress lhe problem. CBSIBrmdc:ut · 
said. While the rop pemment doClor Group Paesidem john A. Schneider 
-went to work, lhe Foundation ro Im- poiNed out lhat lhe swpon 1 al 
prove Television. a new Balloo-bued bad mwued for only a naU effect In 
poup of business, academic and can- campzrilon wUh ocher cames of vio­
munity lcadas, &led a ~ in 1970 lence. "'It ls not dear what lhe nee ef­
demanding that the FCC ban .. iiaianal f'eCI would be If brmdc:urf'ft limply 
violence and horror" prosr21111 at a ~ lhe quanlimive balance be­
time when children are Ukely ro view IWeerl violenl and ocher kinds ol 
them. The FCC postponed a dedsion shows," he aJd, .. lince people 
pending the surgeon senezal'• report. and choose the kinds ol stimulus 

The same year, the foundation also 11eriaJ they want - and violent 
joined with some Washington. D.C., rial is very popular." For its pan, ABC 
mothers of small children in a lawsuit promised ro eliminate C21'lOOnS that 
against CBS Enlerprises, lhe Tclevi- depend solely on action not comedy, 
sion Advcnising Rq>resenradves and look more cucfuUy at lls overall 
the FCC ro block broadcast ol a 1V · ance c:I violence and budge1 SI 
mun of the proaram ·'"\V"ald, 'W'aki lion for four years of research. 
West" An appeals coun dedined to 1bc National ~lion of Broad­
ovenum a lower c:oun's decision de- c:astcrs warned that govcmmcnr rq­
nying lhe petition on the ground that ulation would be "danKc:rous 
lhe plaintiffs hadn't exhausted reme- unwise." FCC Chairman Dean di 
dies ar the FCC. While the foundation dedined 10 regulate violence, saying 
"docs not expect or hope to become il was nOl for the FCC io "make fun­
a board of censors," said its presi- damental progl'2mming judgmenrs." 
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.. ~ TV VIOLE\CE 
• _.;·.! 

lmtlGling n' Vtolence? 
Ky rhc: mid·l'rOs. nC:l\\'urk n· \\'.';IS 

r.u.·kin)( up n~· scores on rhc: )(Ort' mc:­
lc:r. CUS"s 1976 t:nm rwt>-niJ.Chll'r ··tt··'· 
rc:r Skc:hc:r. ·· :a drJma on lht' Charle:-; 
M:an.o;un \."Ult killin~s. dn.""· rop r.uin,.cs. 
A Canadi:an R>)"al \."OmmWiiun thar )·c:-.ar 
:at):uc:d for :a \.-:ausal link hc:t"·c:c:n T\' \'i· 
olc:fk.~ and :&JUC~ion. In 1976. th\.· 
Am\.-rian Medic-JI Associ:ation's Hou~ 
uf Ddqc;atc:s pa~ :a ~lurion s:ayin)( 
lh:at 1V Yio~n<.-e ·'thre:atc:ns the: hc:alth 
:and •~lf:a~ of )"0Un8 Afntti(.":lfU. - :and 
c:ommiHtd IM AMA io mnc:di:al :ll1ion. 

It was in 19"'9 th:u two m:ajor '"°"" 
~s hruught l\' ,·iolc:n\.~ to the: f run1 
p;a~. In Z.On1uru r. CBS t-l 111. the p-.ar­
mu; of' a lS-yr-Jr"°'d Florida hoy con­
\'iat:dd mu~rlng :r~sucd an 
lhn.-c: ncrwooo for nc:1:liJ:C:n(."c:. Thc:r 
s:aid the: irx.IUS1ry had failc:d to p~~nt 
lh~r M>f\ from ~ins incirc:d 10 imi1:a1c: 
,·iolc:m-e on 1V. ~· IOSl. In Rhode: Is­
land. a similar c...&iic: st~ from :a 
M:i)' 23. 1979, hru:adc:a."' ul -~ To­
nigh1 Show.- A prulession:al stunun:an 
on tM shov.· lud :aMUOn~ WI he: 
would -hang"" hoSI Johnn~· unon on 
saage. Afttt :a noose w:ss placed :around 
lhc: c."Omt"di;an's nc:d•. he: \\"OLS dropped 
through :a tr.ape.lour :and. of course. 
c~ unh:umc:d. But )"OUng Nie~ 
w Drf"alippo. :app:arcntly ''iewing 1hc: 
INN from home=. w:as found dcld with 
a rope :around· his neck in front of :a 1V 
sec tuned 10 NBC. In thc:ir suit as:ainsl 
NBC for -negliJtt"~. f:ailu~ 10 warn. 
pnxlua liabiliry and intentional rc>n­
trespass. - his parenu tn"lificd th.it rheir 
son regularly "-:archc:d ur.iOn. They 
:also IUSl. 
~bate O\'t"r 1hc: issue:. however. 

continued ap:aC't". When rhe R-ra1ed 
1978 :an1i-Vieuum War movie .. The 
Det:r Hunrer·· w-.as shO"-·n on na1ional 
lV. some: 29 incidents of pmplc imi­
l31inR rhc: famous Rus.o;i:an Roult..'lle 
scene we~ reponc:d. 26 of which 
were said 10 have au~ <le:nhs. The 
youngcs1 vicaim "':as H yc::ar~ old.'" 

At :around thal lime. lht' Nation:il 
PTA passed a r~solucion cknunding 
from nc:rworks :and loc:il sc:itions ··:a 

.... 

rc:duction in 1he amounc of violence 
shu"·n on television pn:>grams and 
'"·ommc:rcaab during lhe entire day, 
wich p:ani(."Ular aaention 10 viewing 
houD hent.·c:c:n 2 p.m. and . 10 p.m. · 
:and wc:c:kcnd mominS hows, when 
imprnsion:able children and young 
~pie: :are mosr likely to be watch­
in1. ~ If .elf-regulation doesn'l work, 
the group said. il would demand that 
rhe FCC establish and enforce regula­
lions limiting violenc:e. 

Jiie '80s Explosion 

Despite the llUdies, mnpessiona1 
hearinp and court cases, the fPV· 

cmmcnt did nor challcnse lhe net:­
worics · demands for self'-resulation. 
·What had changed, howeva, was the 
:arrival of consumer aaivim and ~ 
tCSI poups, which bcpn puain8 
pressure apinsl program.t seen as· 
sexist. anti-say, anti~. or dan-
1erous 10 national JeCW'ily. By cbe 
early 1980s, wriles ICaduyn C. Mont­
aomery o( the~ Cen­
ter for Media Educ::alion., more lban 
250 advocacy sroups were working to 
change 1V, and indway aftidals de­
clared at a confcrenc:c dw lbe pa­
sure poups "mua now be ~ 
as a permanent pan d lbe IClevilioo 
environment."" 

Even more impanaN, lhe ~ 
of new technolqpes-cable and VClta 
primarily - combined wtlh Reapn­
era deregulation 10 remake lhe media 
landscape, in panicular, reducing lhe 
once-mighty dou1 of the dvee net­
works. Political momemum for a aac:k­
down on violence di.ssipaled. A 
relaxation of FCC requiremenls helped 
increase the amount cl violence: A 
srudy by lhe Universities of Pennsylva­
nia and Delaware would show that 
children's shows lhac in 1980 featured 
an averase of 18.6 violent acts per hour 
would by 1990 rack up 26..t violent acts 
every hour. 11 

In 1982:· 1he National lrmirute of 

Mental Health produced a follow-up 10 
the 1972. 1Uf8eon seneral's repon: 
.. Television and Behavior: Ten Yc:al'$of 
Scientific Progress and lmplicuions for · 
lhe Eighties." The condusions were 
more far-reaching, arguing lhat 1V vio­
lence ureas all c:hiJdren.. nor ;usr lhose 
predisposed ID agression. ABC re­
sponded by a)'ina lhat 1V violence 
bad aone down in recent years. CBS 
called rhe pemment raearchers 
"'uncrilic:al" Md said the report was put 
qerher by individuals "who came to ic 
wilh publicly idenlifled posilions on 
lhe role cl lelevisioft in IOCiery. •• 

C..rw•ftwl Adloll 
II was in me mid-19805 lhai Sen. 

. Paul Simon happened ro flick on lhe 
1V in an Illinois morel and see an ac­
IDr being sawed in half with a chain­
aw. 1bis led rhe owr.asec:f Simon to 
maoduce me Television VIOience 
Aa, which WU finally passed in 1990 
Willi bac:kina from lhe Nllicm.I PTA. 
lbe AIM 4 can PsycholOSical As.tocia· 
lion and cbe Academy cl PediaUia. 
The bill pamed lbe three major ner­
wmb a line year exemption from 
lbe Sherman AnliauSl Ila IO they 
cauld pursue a joiN aarecment on 
mrbing 1V violence. 11 did no( re­
quire lbe aaworkl IO aa, but en­
mwqed lbem. 

""We lbould nor and cannot dkDte 
die adml ol leleYilion prosrmn­
min&" llid lhe bill'a House apomor, 

-· Dan Glickman. l>aXan. "'An ot>­
ac:le ID a wlunwy reduaion in vio-
lence by the nelWOrb Is that. in this 
inrensely campedlive business, It is 
rommonly held chat violence aells. 
Each nerwork is rduaant ro rake uni­
lateral ltepS ID reduce Yiolen1 ~ 
pammins for fear of alipping in the 
ruings." 

1be bill was opposed by the 
Aau. which alled ii ... wholly in­
appropriate and unconstirutional ef­
forr ro shape the content of American 
television." Lead.ins lhe ftoor opposi­
tion was Rep. Don Edwards, 0-Calif., . 
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Video Games and Push-Button Aggression 

Ncllhing :altered t."hildhnnd more: ~"Uiihly in &he .1980s ufamarer ii wry conce:1ned aboul lhe issues m.ed by rhc' 
ah:an &ht: :am\·:al uf &he :lfte °' Nintendo. Children CDIUlioo -a. lbe ra1ily la mere ii no ICienWIC ewicnce 
huddlin~ :around "&he TV engrosa;ec:t in Deadly Unkiag Yideo pm ro qaacstive behavior.- he •YI· "'Our 

To-."C.'n;, Ciu.:rr&lb W;ar or .Mighry Bomb Jack beame a fa- pmes ~ J0cs o1 aood Yasui cvd. 11'1 no dilJerenl from 
mili;ar »i(!hl. fueling rhe deb:ale ovcr simul:ucd violence Grimm's &Jrr.llllel. wbk:b ue widely acccped." 
:and illi link co the rc-.al lhing. Nialmdo, wbicb acked up M billion in sales lur year. 

Rae:arch on the ef'recu of vitlen games u; II.ill in iu in- loUows mndarda.amdeled oo lbe .film nlinl sy11em of 
fan"''· hua some aulhontie5 Apccuble lh:at pulling Uigen lbe Madon. Plmare Aaode•tnn of America and lhe aan­
in inter.active· eleamn1cs m:a)' be mo~ conducive ro 11- duds aad ~ pill ciples used ll lhe lhrce major 'TV 
pnsiofa in children ah:an &he ~'ive viewing of a televi- DllftllllDlb, Wblle· .a,.. 1be andards prohibit ac:epcioml 
Mlm ~·. •tfs a m:anrr nf pr.IC11CC," a;ays Leonard Elaa 9'Wr,a •, 5 £ •hli llleiWCfpes and depiclionl of drup, aJ. 
,, lhe UniVCl'Slfl' or Michipn·s lnSlHUtC for Social ... mbol GI'..... . ···:; .· . 
se:arch. "The more :a child pr:acticcs. lhe more ape he 11 IO · 'Video 9iiiia n Walcm. •YI Paericia Malb Green-
usc .. &he skill ho p~aicinR &eld. •i»tcWCt ·p.-c1aaor ar lbe UniVasiry ol Califor-

ln December 1989, the NacionaJ Coaliuon On Tcleft. alH.al Anp'h'r;.tw ••Illar II wlw aaraas bop, who 
MCtn Violence O«:TV> .rela...:d ils monitorina resuks an . mallle·up-6Sgii • H af dae tmrm. t 
liC> Sintendn games. la concluded rh:aa 80 percau can- · MmaU"?•'ih .I~ I ,.n. bne aken boch lides in lhe 
&:a1ned "harmful vlOlence:· :a aibsrantial increue flam det.re. ·~-._.._.Illar Wieo alfea indmdual amlJ'!.~ pmes 
liC\'Cr.11 ynD earlier. The co;alilion slapped iU X min& fm ct.Qdnn W .. ... If • .Jlltdidam11l )aleph CalliUI of Man-

cxtrcme violence on -11 pttcenr of lhe pmes and died Pbia.,n:;:s~·p... -can cle¥elop • -- ol prali­
T1 :acadet9ic scudies d vidcn games, 22 of which found deDcf · · id cmnflk'r Many cbildren who ~ 
~rmful efTccu. ~Pl:a'!"Crs can now bunch nudear miuiles, llhJdlD ...... pWlda-OdmsmeaaufraidwtduheVideo." 
innaare rrvnlurions and 1011 grenades inro Asian vWapa,• ~.:...·~"? ... '$~;:~ ue lbe puma, aad we .. ,~ 
red an NCTV 11a1ement. "Combat Is ofren one-on-one ~~ma:.dedde lbll we dan"I wam ID mafarce 
:and exceedingly if3phic. The final •ep takes players be- :L-ddld'r:l!ii3'!1"m..ai"auat "'" Bur tf' he'• a fakty mel­
~-nnd the war lheinc - inro the realm of pns warfare.· ·~~"!!Ct:~-~'-W:-•e pme II aac Finl ID 
ln.'lfe:ad nl banles benllecn the 'good guys' and lhe 'bad :ft a·p:llW). • .... tt ..... 
1u~·"; there is now a aipifian1 lack of 'aood guys.'"' · ~ .. - .• -.-..... -.-.:.. .... -•• ..,,. ... ·.·-~ ... ·;-• .:..~·-~--~~-.. -· ------------

Bill W'hire. director of adYenasins and public relations 11 tQll!md -~~...._ ,. I. ltH. 

_Nin~~_!.!ledntond. Was~·:.offi:::.:;1cc~. ;;u;!ys;:.,:the:;:.~Ja:!pancse==:;;.:ma==•-.:ffi:.;Q::;;;;;;;;;;;';.;IL;;;;;.;•~· -~•;.;;IUl:;;;;.;1;.;;C:;.•;.;..;;.,._..;.;.;;..;Dec.;..;.;._IO_ • .;;1990~-------:-­
MftllrUlo ,.,..., ,,,,_ Xl/nfll bow ''CoflMftl, ~ ~ • .IV,.,,.. ,_. ~b ,.,., o/ ""7 btlmiful ... 

"·.(; 
lliOllna~ "•1111 RV I".,. ,..,.,w pltlyws IO "6ecDllw .,.. ....,., at ...... '' 

aaaed x (anftt) .... xv 
Adwnnftl al Bayou lilly IJnlO/I 
Caldc'¥uua: The Yampft 5u*n Baa AmlFn 
DadlyTuwen lionlcr,u .. •nMlllllD 
Double Dnaon lnsk 111ru 
Gaunlk.'t ~ 
Ghoas n· Guhl~' Cobra c.aam.nd 
Gucm11a War Eri Empire 
1tun1 Fu Ddmder 
McuOid Drqan Power 
flCiahly Bomb jack freedan ,_ 
Ninfa Kid Gun 5mclke 
Openuon Wbll ban Tank 
Solomon .• Kqo lta,e 
Sqoon ICid Niki 
:;car \t)p~'f Ufe fCllClr 
~er MAG MAX 
Tian Hd1 Mike Tyson's P\lnch.Qll!! 
W11~r(h " W;,mon Tttnaac MUWll Ninp 
'&'or1dNnncr XCVIOU.S &he Avmaer 
Sourer ,\111/u•rttll Cool111ort urt Trlrn.uon V1°""'cr 

Gcxdaa! 
Gynxnire 
bamber 
~ 
Nada lidcr 
Mano llal. 
Popeye 
lad beer 
lmepde 
Sbre or Die 
Spy Hwuer 
lobo Warrior 
Super Mano Bros. 

.:.; 
... · .. 
·i" 
~-

... 
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'·''"'""'' .i .,,,,,, /' 1-s 
wh11 l·.111.-.1 it ··indirt>l"t l·ensonohip~ 
clear ;111,I '1111rk ... Urua1.kastl."rs un· 
<.lcr.tand 1h ... · 1r ... ·nwm.lou~ pOWl."r of 

j.msuriiig the FCC 

lVn,c:n 11 ... · '"""'·or~. rc:l~.lSCd their 
W join1 !'l.uwrJ., m December. 

Sen. Sin1t1n f'lf\'\li1.1t'd th:at progress in 
redulini: '""•knl·'-· should be e\'ident 
in rht• 1~11 t'n,:r.1n11nins: for 1993. Bur 
Rep. ~:hunk.·r. whil'-" :appl:auding the 
mon~. nt'lt\'' llut lhl' nenvorks h:ad 
rushed '1Ut ltk."lr ~ah:ment only cbys 
before h1l' ~Jri1\._~ in .order 10 .. have 
som~hin~ nh.·c: 10 say--:" He said rhc 
statement Jlunt> wouldn't solve the 
problc:m JnJ th.II he: \\·ould like 10 

sec :a ,,l,I~ ... ·\· r-Jting S)"Slem. He 
plan."' 10 ""l'O."iJc.-r. ll:Jii.'il:ation if the 
nen-.'Ol'k~ "·un·t c.Jo it \'oluntarily." 

TIW nc."f'\·t'lfks. hoWC'\~r. added in 
~ lc:th.•r th.11 ·1h.: :amount of violence 
on lc.'IC'\ l:!'tlWI ,·;annul he :adequately 
addn:s~"\I unlc:s; &•hc:r !'Cgmcnu of 
the inJu!"tf\" iuin lL'i. •• Cuoper:ation · 
from the: "'J~k· :anc.J film ind~ri"~ 
:anc.J rlk' 11lJ\.~nt ncf9.·orks such 
as Fux 1:- ... ·xrn it'll to m:uenalize at 
:an indu~tl'\" ""'""1'--nml-e on rclC\"ision 
\"iOIC°'-'"' rLanm.•ll l(ll' lhis sum~ in 
Los Ani:c:,·~ 

M~.mwh1l ... ·. 111 January the S:nional 
C:ablc Tc:ic:,·:~1l•n .-\Ssoci:ation relc:ised 
~ults l'f J '"'"" studr showing rel:i­
li\·etv bttic: "• •l,·n ... ·c: on '-":.11Jle'1.>ril'in:u­
ec.J proi::-J:::nun)o! "'\l;~ bc:lic\'c th:.at 
the c.J ... -r:. ::.-11 , •I nolc.-nce is a lc.-)(iti· 
nia1e JrJr.: .. u • .- .111J jourrulistll" repre· 
sc:ntati•in .-: .111 un.:i,·oiwhle pan of 
human c-\:,:.·ri. ,._·· thi: \.·ahlc ass1.x:ia­
lion ~;a,,~ ·\\, · .1bo hclic,·t: th:u thi: 
gr:JtUllU\1• :: .. · '•I \'IOlc."nl·t' <.lt:picteJ 
:1-" an c:J•\ .11i.I .un,·t>nit>nl solution 

J 80 CQ 1:1·.o•nrcbrr 

Con~rl."ss. . . . The message from 'Big which prohibiu censorship. If lhe FCC 
Brotht>r· to 1'' executives is dear: 'U' were lO regula1e violence in the way it 
you c.Jon·t rnmply - watch our!" • regulates indecency. he says, Congress 

to hum:an pmblems is hannful to our 
industry and sociery. • 

Critics :asked why the audy did not 
examine \•iolence in non~Sinal fea­
rure falms. 10 which cable Luociarjon 

spokeswoman Peggy Laramie ~ 
sponded thar violence in feature films 
has already been llUdied and that her 
aroup's plan •"U to "look II wlw able" 
brought to the mix." 1be group has 
promised a follow-up audy. 

The Foundation to Improve Televi­
sion. though donnanr since the mid-
19705. was recently reactivated to 
m0unt a campaign to set lhe FCC to 
crack down on TV violence. I.ate Ibis 
March it plans 10 formally uk the reau­
latory body to make license renewal 
contingent on Rations showing no pro­
pams containing an "accssive 
amount of dramatized Yiolence" be­
rween 6 a.m. and 11p.m.1be pecilion 
also is expected lO ask for advance 
viewer advisories and visual warning 
signals during programs with violence, 
a ban on ads or promocions with dra­
matized violence, a l'llinp sys.em for 
violence and additional guidelines to 
be developed by the FCC in consub­
lion with the indusuy. 

The foundation arsucs that coun­
tries such as Canada, Prance, Grat 
Britain. Sweden and AUSb'alia have lak­
en action. fining television companies 
llut broadcast violence during chil­
dren's hours. It is working with busi­
ness leaders and community groups to 
provide infonnation and lepJ advice 
10 send a "powerful message" to the 
1V industry. 

The FCC. which received 79 com­
plaints abou1 violence in 1992 and 85 in 
1991. does not police the amount of vi­
olence on America's TV Stations. A 
spokesman cites Section 326 of the 
1934 Feder.JI Conununiations Aa. 

-would have to pass a stature. "All we 
can do," said James H. Quello. interim 
chairman ol lhe FCC, "is mention in a 
speech that Hollywood and cable a~d 
rhe netWOrks are aaually flooding the 
airwaves with 100 many violent pro­
·pams, and some of these kids are sun­
ing to imitate the violence they see." tt 
Quello applauds the work ol Ameri· 
cans for Responsible Tdevision, 
founded K\'Cl'l.I yan ago by Michipn · 
housewife Terry Rakolta, who became 
aft'ended 11 wlpriry on lhe 1V show 
•Muriec:I .•. With Olildren," and who 
has also launched a campaign lO per-

. suade Congress lO limir 1V violence. 
The National Coalition on Television 

VIOience continues lO release irs rqular 
rankinp ol the mOsi violent shows. Its 
febnwy lilt aged rhe Fm: nelWOlk as 
the IDOi( violenl broadcast nelWOrk. 
wilh 11 violem ICIS per hour. "'We were 
llUDned," aid Betsy Hoffnian. Fm: vice 
paidcnl for publiciry, nolin8 dw rhe 
abowl the cm1ition ii mumin8 Include 
•America's MOSI Wanted" and "The 
f.dae.• • 0America'1 MOSI Wanted' is re-· 
lpOmible for 1he apcure ol 243 fugi­
dves," lhe ays. "11'1 lhe one show 
dediared IO endina Yiolence. 'The 
f.dae' ii a puody and atire ol ~. 
1bc .. "Yhale claim ii ridiculous." 

In Sua Fe, the ICripewrilen work­
ma for PuNre Wave are nearing the 
production phase ol a non-violent chil­
dren'• curoon c::alled • Astrcxops." It 

. uses a former Los Anaeles police offi. 
cer as a consulcant. •The challenge of 
being non-violent can bring our the 
beSl in wrilas," ays Gene Ayres, 
who's wriaen more lhan 50 canoon 
episodes for l\ICh shows as "'Scooby 
Doo" and "'Jbe Smwfs." "It's more in­
teresting ii you don't do the expeaecl 
- rh~ slug in the jaw and the hero 
who·s faster on the draw and bigger 
than the bad guy. We're not asking the 
indusuyto kill Bugs BuMy, jusr to pro­
vide an alternative." 
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At l!ue: 
Should the television industry do more to curb depictions of violence? 

... . . 
~ . 

. 
; 

f .••. ·' .. 
""f!ftMll't/P6Jdoltlo· V.• d>' qf~• 
FllOM •IC&IM.t 170U/Nt2 AJrE STA..'l/DAllDS IOR n' AND 
RUI flOSSiwt Er HAWARD SOIOOL OF l'i.uc HEAl.711 
rANEL DOCflSSION. Ila" II. 1,,2. "':.. ;~: • .)" 

-.;j' -·;~--;.-~ ~- \jJ 
-~ ··~ ., . a nttefi 11umm:ary nf o\·c.-r .?Cit> srudics. publi ... hed in 

· 11f"' olf1.-r.; 1.·un,·indnt: ~i~c:n~ 1h;a1 the nbserva· 
••in of \iCJk.'fk-.:. ;ai1 K'ft1 in ~nd:mJ n·eryd:a)' 1ele­

'"i.">icin m1'""1Uinmc.-n1. does :affect 1he :aggres.'iive beh:l\'ior of 
lhe ,."" .... '""· ... 

'\lt'h:u c;an he done.-? A:> sonn ;as 1hc 5UJtRt.'l'ilion for :aaiOn 
comes up. 1hc TY indus1~· r:tL....-s lhc.- L"-'iUe n,. a:nsnnhip, 
,·1ol:11icin ui firsl A1ncnwn~ r111h1s :ind :abmg:uion nf lhc 
t:nn.,.111u1inn. fur m:anr rc.~.irs now Wcsrcrn Eumpt.':ln coun· 
•ric.-s l1:1n.· muniicH"CU T\' :and fihru- :and h;avc.- nnc perm1ned 
1hc sh1M·inJC of C.'X1.~s ,·inlcnn:. 1."S~"l:lll}" JurinJC child 
,-~·ing IK>Ul'S. I h:a,·c.- ~-t.., ht.':ln..I of :any cumpl:ainu by 
dlizel'lll in rhi.e d.."mf-.T:llic: cnun1ric.-s 1~1 •heir rights have 
llttl'I \"iclbrcd .. Dur in the- U.S .• )'UUlh ,iOfence b ;a public 
he:ahh prohl1.'l'll, li't :Uc.-Ji1Rr121ed l>j· the Cemc:r.; for Dilnse 
C.inrrol l:ar. l'n:wNKJl'll .... Nn nnc is cl:aiminR th:a1 TV vi· 
uk'l'lcc i." rhL" !Joltlt> c::au~ n,. the epidemic:. Ho9o"e\'er. it is 
1.'ftl:linl\· "'"' ,,; 1hc 1.':IUJiC!I. and nne which we :at leua can 
Jn !lnlnfthinJC :ahnur. b ii ron mud\ rn a.'ik the industry 10 

('ftlk\,' ilsi:IP. II h:as Jnnc i10 lx:tnre 'lll;i&h snme sua.:ess. 
I dcin·1 (:a,·or n-nsorship :and I :am ir:alr>Ul' nf my Finl 

Amc:ndmcnl n11h1s. Uu1 I Jun·r think some.- ~rinw; self-reg· 
ul:alK>n :and mnni1nrin1t h~· the TV :and film industry is :a 
thn.';ll en c>Ur t.'Un.'ililuunn:al ritihb. 

11 •"lt111d be: :appmpri:ne for the r:cc 10 require s&atlons 
10 dnc.-um.."l'll "~' •ht.or ~, .... dnnc rn lower the Violenc:. in 
their pmgr:ammin,.: twfor~ their lia:n."CS :are renewed ... ; 

In the 11prinJC Inf 1"921 •·e h:ad an (:ace the implialions of 
the uncnmrollL"\J , .• .,nee in Lm Anaceles. TV annoc ac:ape 
1111 lih;arc "'"•ht: ~pnn.'Cibil~ ror ltilii nulbum. We know 
1h;a1 dailJn.-n li,·in,: in lhC' inner 1."i1y "':llch more TV &h:an 
11d11:r 1.·lulJrc:n. (;hilJfC.'n li\"lntc in the: inner ci1y :an: incttas­
in11ly i.umtUnJ'-"\J h~· \i1tlcn<:c: - :11 humc. in the neighbnr· 
hnnJ. on 1hc \\':IY 111 :anJ fmm llChnnl. Th~· :are cons&:antly 
Jndtzint: hulk'ts. l·nwcnnt: in l1:1llw:ays. hidin1t under &:ables. 
l~·c1u~· lhl· ~'"'"" :.lf"l' !WI) d;inµcrnus fmm Jri\'C'•hy 
"hnntinJ!" :and n1h1.·r nnl1.·nl''-"· Th.:-y spend mnrc :and more 
rime tnUc•trS w;uchint: TY 

And wh;n Ju lhl·,· "<'-' on T\., ~Inn: ,·icil.:-nc-c. This v::di· 
J:al'-'s "·h:11 the l"hilJrc."n h:1w """"'"" 1n 1he nC•f'hborhond. il 
m:aki::o. nnkm:c.: normam·c - "°'"cl'\·nnc·s dnin1t it. noc 1u11 
in lhcir nc1i.:hhorh11ol.I hu1 ;ill ewer. T\' reprc.-sen1s \'iolc-ncc 
;1,. an ;.1rrrnrr1;.11"· w;.i,· 111 "oh c mtl·rpc.-rsorul problc~. 10 
J!l'I whJI n1u ,,·;1n1 11~1 uf lifc:. an·n..:c "li>:hL.; ;anu tnsuh.s 
;.1nu makl· ur 111r P'-'"·c1•·c-J m1u ... 11n::. 

t he only way ao lipifandy reduce vtolence. or lhe 
dual ol violence. in llOIY'ellina ii for nerwortcs :and 
cable ao limply nae Older Rries or sped:al fUms which 

are. vtnually by definition. inhercndy viofeni. IUCh u ac­
liolHdvenlwe. crime, Muriaic melodmma. etc .• and u.w 
instead lhe IOfter aam. arch as we see on &he nenmrb 
now, ahows IUCh u Horrwfront, Sillns. /io!ffMrft E.xpolurT, 
and so on. Noc a very ralililic pouibility, however. 

NecwOlb, as you know, fallow. 'They do no1 lad. Net­
works reaa IO social chanae and communiry Dndards. I 
.how. I have lelwd u a story edilor on many weekly 
eeries. Slory edilOn Kan dae headlines. ICU'China for ways 
10 paraphrase che IMh and pu1 it ialO flCliOnal form. ... 

I believe dw addlUona1 pldeUna for vloletac:e should 
noc be called for became lhey will limply reduce lhe aaual 
li8hts ol tome Yiolenc:ie but lllOI &he dveatefttna ilOl'ylellina 
dW buildl IO ti, and lhercfore IUCh pAdelinel would be a 
aumb duown IO daoee who believe in a causal Rla&ionlhip. 

I belle¥e dw wrilcn lhouJd conlinue IO tell the llOria 
of our time. Abule in lhe home rawan:I children. pr par· 
ems. or-~ 11 ouc.olw. dOlel aow, lhanks ro u 
dramalizacion on leleYis6on. Qlld CUllOdy .augles. in 
which the loling pueat lllerally kidnaps a chlld.. al ..... 

before che .American public llS the lerious IOdal problem 
dw II II. Fictional lleleYiaion bas aeen dUI clmnadlled fre­
quendy. Gay buhlna has found la way from lhe :2ark al­
leys ol our dda IO dae films of bodl weekly leria and 
IDO\ia ol-che •eek. 1he violence on &he home ICl'ftft fo/­
loa lhe wiolaace ID aur Uwes. 

We've Uwed wtdl Broadcul Scandarda for 40 years. fiah1· 
1na &he c1epanmen11 &equcndy, lmins mosr of the r.,ms. 
but reaa:inl pOwvely u nerworks followed chanaes in 
mnununll)' mndards from the days of no "hells" and no 
"damns" 10 roday'a rel:alively explicil lanpaae. f12nk reb­
lionahips and open dramatizations ol dylfu~'tion:al fam­
ilies. Writers want IO inYolw audiences in nur •orics. 
Wrilers are family people. aoo. We're p:arenu and ~n 
and slblinp and pndparents and pndchildren. We :are 
community-minded and we care deeply aboul the world 
around us. We are u lhocked and concerned by what is 
happenins on our streets. on our 1Chool)'2rds. in our eta. 
rooms and in our homes. u any of you. We :agree on vay 
linJe bul WC do agree on fund:amcn12ls. such &S frttciom of 
exprc~ion and freedom from censorship. the ollki:al kind 
and 1hc unofficial kind which induces selr<ensorship. 
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TV News: Violence Is Part of Our World Tonight 
C 'I' 11 hla:Us. i1 l'-"".H.b.·· -~~=- lhC' c.~nio· ,-n· nf 1elevi­

.. ,on nc:\\·s. Uu1 no\\' s1:111nrb 1h:a1 lil:ln olT n~se»ts 
· w11h 1:cncmui. dn~s nf gore :and nu~·bcm :ire be­

ini: held rc:-pnn. .. ihlc: lor 1hc:ir role: 1n fttd1ng Amcnc:ans 
lhcar SIC':ldy Ll~I or ICIC\·isinn \"iOlcnce. . 

The ~<We ~·;a5 Llr.un;a1i2cd in J:inu:a~· :d1er :1 Nnnh Lau­
da&blc. FL& .• !IUIM>n ;a1n:"d rnol:IRC nr ;& nun shoocing his 
c,i·"'1fc :al rh.:-1r cbu,:hrer·s J.?r':I'~- Emilio NuMz"s dndly act 
-.·;a .. 1 1:apc:d hy ;a •lunnn.I c:amer:i CttW for rhe Spanish-lan­
J\l:IJ:C' S1:mun. wh~h h:ILI be-ton :alnted 10 :a pouible con­
lmn1:111nn. St;arinns :around th.:- -~ounu~· aired the shooting. 
;and m:am· were 1:1kcn 10 aask. 

Lw .~n.~1-i&'ll Times T\' critic HO'lo-ard Rosenbe11 
1l:11nmc.'CI ahc UK' nl 1hc -unnec~s:ary·· and "'V:llucless .. 
fnna:ai:c. ,:\·en \\-nndcnng whether 1hc sr:nmn h:ad set up 
the" ~nnfrnn1.u1on. ··Thi.' 5elf·~rv1n1e huck.slers !Ulappcd ii 
Uf'. ~;&f'U.:thztnjC on lr.2Jledr fo~ lhe ll:lkC of Cl'eallng unfor­
g~r;ahlC' ,ch.:isdr T\'." R05Cn*rg wmae.t He noaed lha1 
Ch:innC'I ~ 1n Lo!' An111.:-les. -.·hose fte"'S director reponed-
1)· UIJtn hi> '"'ttirnn:1I 5UfT ro "K:are ,.~ 10 death, .. had 
u.~ 1hc: :Utt!•(_of Sunez as ;a pretext for rebroadascing 
lhC' upc :1 fe\\· days bier. 

Al Lns .o\nJ:c:lc:• · Ch:aMcl ~- New5 Director •~ Cer­
ej:hinn JdenLlcd ahe fontaJEI.". saying ii aptly illUIUa;led 
··untonun;arc ~mc:suc \iolence :and emotion escalaling ro 
su"·h :a nol.:nt le\TI." The nc\YS pruducer at LA 's Channel 

·9 fU"ltl11.'\J atk: :ainnJl ~· saying it wa.~ pan ol the .. echicaJ 
Jcharc: · nn "·herhc:r such \"isuals should be shown. Ocher 
n'-"'"" '-'XC"'"UU\"&:!i nu1n.I th:ar &he Kene wasn't 80"Y and 
Jic.Jn r !>ho\\· hloud or '-"On1oncd faces. But some utions 
1h:lr used atk: c:apc- bacr :apolo&ized. 

In :an ·er.a v.·hcn rr.sl-life violence - be k the Penian 
~ulf 'lilr or ahc: ptlicc he:ating n( molorist Rodney Kina 
- :are ~nmmnnlr "·:autthr hy c:amer.L~. viewers' roler2nee 
for JC"SI\· ''io:hl.' is clc:art~· heinR Hp:anded. "Bui a Gulf 
-.'llr i" ,.;,Ir nnn- 1n a \\"hilc:· noc~ Universiry ul Pennsyl­
\":lnta '"-nmmun1"·auun.' Pn>l°n.'iOr GC'OfBC Gabner. '"1be 

............ 

In Los AnfEd~. tht' nonprofai group 
M~i:isco~ is puning on workshops. 
semin:u'5 :and public edu1.":ltion c:am· 
p:iigns - often on loc::auon in Holly­
wood studios - to promote ;a m~ 
:accur:ne :anu halanwd uepit.lion of \"i­
olent.~ 1n hims ;anu T\'. The group h:l5 
~CCi\·ed ;I sc,-5.000 gr.an! from the C.ir· 
neJ;it' Corp. of '.'\e"-· York Cin·. as well 
;as a l."Ontr.1C1 ""ilh rhc CX-p:anmcnt of 
Health and Human Scn.Kcs 

~t~1:JSl"Of"t' is also work in~ "-"Ith film 
school~ 10 crKuur.a.L!l" ;1 u><.k· 11f crh1\.!> 

I 1'12 <YJ llf'\1"11rdtr"r 

t• ..... ,.... Ja zr. lfH. 

and promoting the need for n::search on 
lhe effecu ol violence dw is up«>4a'P 
and pr:actial. "'1be research mmmuni­
ry sees the entenainmenl media as nea­
ative,.. says Mediascx>pe Presidalt 
Marcy Kelly. • lbe media dismisube re­
se:arch. Therc·s a need to come rogaher 
:ind bridge the gap ... Much ol modem 
TV violence is highly unrealistic, she 
:adds. "There :arc no consequences. You 
don "t sec. children who've lost lheir par­
ents. p:a~nts who"ve IOSl their children, 
~ople who c:an't walk. who've lost 

lbeir homes because ol nine monlhs 
lpalt recuperllirig. You just see dlis un­
believable lll*ession. and then they 
cut to the hero at a c:odaail pany!" 

• 1be whole issue is very drallar." 
she condnues. -i'he wriler will uy, 
'1bars ..mat the p.roducer wants me to 
wrile.' lbe producer will say, 'That's 
what lhe nelWOrk wants.' lbe nerworic: 
will say, 'That's what lhe advertisers 
wanL' The advertisers will say, 'That's 
what lhe public wants.' The question 
is, how an we break the circle?'' 
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:"What Can Be Done? 

. I , •el~·isiun hold n~-cr been invent- . 
~. aiCJCid}' would hoa\'e ~n 

sp;ared 10.000 homicides. 70.000 r.apc:s 
:and 700.000 assaults. hypolhesizes 
~ychi:alri5t Cem~ll. 
. On · ~ ocher hand. -By ~"ing 

rele"·ision • ftllcrt:Jinment with adc· 
qu:ne sex :and violcn<.'C," argues· Jib 
Fowles. a l:ni~rsity of HOWiton· 
Cle-.ar ukc medi:a audies professor. 
··Americans :are nightly able to cmpry 
rheir subconsciowi; aaarcssive fanta· 
sics produce u:anqull minds." 11 

The rnson TV ''iewcrs gawk :n faked 
violence like p:assersby Nbhmlcc~g 
:at :an :auto wrttk is because -males! are · 
1augh1 :a lex of things to embl'2ce - be 
arong. nor to feel. sec pc;wcr ai au cosu. 
win/lose. be a soldir_r- they're all pre­
sentrd as apprc>pri:a~e rmlc allitudes," 
s:ays peace •udie=:i • Professor Crews. 
"Most of il is nunure, nor narure. It's a so­
cial reality WI is consauacd." 

-lbc male dcm:and for violent en­
tert:ainmeru comes :about nor bcc:ause 
males inna1ely w:ant to see violence, 
but because these shows put forth 
lll'Oftl male role models." ays Har­
vard's Prcxhrow-Slilh. -Mm are look­
ins for heron. lhq· look for men 
who are cffC\.1ivc. And in warching 
television, panicubrty ii lhcre's nor a 
f:ather in the h~. you fand lhe male 
heroes :are presented in ICm\S of vio­
lent :action." •1 

Actu:all~·, violent:e docsn ·1 Stttn so 
popul:ar if )'OU look :n the 1op-r::ncd 
shu"·s. • whid1 :an.a predomiruntly sit· 

.,,... ''"' ln ftr""lril l""ftW-411TK' ~,. cJunn11 
llk" ... .,, . ._ 111 ~Lard1 ti. ill'l.vNm,i 10 lhc A.(.;. ~.:I· 
..:'ft w. •·rft". ""HUlnc' lmpm\l,'lneftl ... -11() Man· 
""·"':· -~n Oon1 Tt"ll.- ""Cu:ach.- -au.nnnc.· 
-1'nn,..T1n,.· .......... -Re-..,._ •)11."" ·MunJn. She 
'lo'rut.:. ··~.-kl ... •(;ti ............ ••JO JO ... ··~Ul'lhttn 
E..'riu-ur.·:· ··:>.111..,,h,· Rnn• n:· -f111l Hou ....... ·or 
Quann. ""\lnhnnc: •··inun ·· ·en.oh-rd \h.,..C'r· 
in ·· .. ..,C'Uf'llt" ' Che,... 1· A• ;ir\1.1:· ··f~h "'nncC' of 
lkl·Aar. ..nw ~•n•r._,..,,· ;iitU ··o., Oft<"·· 

, fr.,t ,\ 

coms. s:iys Gerbner. Bui, he adds, 
"Violence travels well. unlike humor; 
which me:ins that Hollywood is likely 
to continue producins more violence 
:is its produas are marketed 0Yerse2S 

bec:luse it needs no aanslation. 
ActivisU II Harvard and elsewhere 

mve :irgucd that the movement apinsl 
1V violence should take a cue from the 
anti-smoking, anti-drunk~ 
:and environmental movemeuis, all of 
which have had SUCC'eS& in winning~ 
operation from laipcwrilers, produc­
ers and direaors in Hollywood to 
highlight their causes. But creative 
people wield limiled power in w·en­
renainmcnt indumy. Hollywood writ­
er and aaor Ben Stein uys: "'I 
remember so many times comin8 Ito 
lhc Warner Bros. lor] and pitching 
(scripts 10 executives). PilChing and 
thinking, 'I've got ro sell this, no maaer 
what. I have to seU this, I've jult IOI 10 
sell this. It doesn't maner. Ask me to 
pu1 in a scene of tomaring nuns, I'll do 
it. I'll do anything to make chis sale.'"'' 

All~JorPa••-
On a pcrlOnal level, dte American 

Academy of Pediatrics has recom­
mended that pa.raus limit cbDdn:n's 
1V viewing to one ro two hows per 
day. The National Pl'A advises par­
ents co warch children's favorire pro­
pams as well u lhe news widl lheir' 
children, discuss die violence, a­
plain how violence is faked on enrer­
&ainmem shows and cncowqc 
children co Wildt program.I wilh 
characters who cooperate wirh each 
other rather lhan fight. 

Advice columnist Ann landers re­
cently recommended, when a reader 
complained about sex and violence 
on lV. that viewers call loc:al stations 
with their complainu. "I, too, deplore 
the g:irbagc on 1V, but it is vilally 
important that we not in1erlere with 
the rights of those who like it," she 
wro1e. "Wriaen protests 10 the spon­
sors :ire effective, but the most im· 
mcdiale censor is simply to use the 
off bunon."" 

Beth Waxman Bressan. CBS Broad­
C:ast Group vice president. . recendy 
leStified rhat her nerwork receives 
upwards oi 600,000 pieces of mail 
each year but lhat less lhan 1 percent 

· axnplailll about violence. On the olh­
er hand. at least one sponsor of ca­
ble· programming, Tune-Ufc Books, 
recendy wilhdn:w its ad for a series 
of. boob on crime fealuring serial 
kWeis Ted Bundy, Charles Manson 
and Richard Speck because cl viewer 
axnpWnls about poor II.SIC. 

'"JI I.were a parent or a PTA poup, 
rd pick up lhe phone and call the le>­
a.I 1V llation," says Doug W'dls, a 
1pe>kesman for lhe National AssOda­
lion of Broadcurers. •The program­
ming manaser there doesn't want ro 
alienate his audience, and it is in his 
inlerest to be. respomive for competi­
liveneu ra.som." In aener.a1. W'alls 
adds, '"wilh some excepcions, IUCh u 
lhe duee recau movies on lhe Amy 
Fasher case lbat made. executiYes un­
comfonable, most of raevision meecs 
lbe viewing needs cl lhe public and 
doesn't tel out IO offend anyone." 

1V aitic Kilman says lhe solution 
ro 1V violence ii for the nerworks ro 
use lheir power 1ID ·produce hour­
long Michael jac:kson or Madonna 
lpCc:ia1s with lhe message that '"only 
aecps carry pns ... 

More imponanl. says cbildren'1 IC· 

liYist PesllY Owren. "'We need ~ 
lie policy ro focus on lhe root causes 
cl Yiolence in rhis counay. POYeft)' is 
what you fix If you want to do IC>me­

dling about violence." " 
""Ocher Countries rand us suanae." 

uys Donnerscein. -VIOience is as 
American u apple pie. But Jex and 
profanity upset people the most. 
There's Uh OUtay if you lhow panial 
nudity, but viewers don't care if pee>­
plc get hacked up." 

The best chance for a federal effort 
against 1V violence would come if 
the issue were taken up by f&tR lady · · 
Hillary Rodham Ointon or a group 
like the Children's Def cnse Fund. 
says scriptwriter Ayres. "A heavy-
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w~ight political lobby would be 
needed because lhe indusrry will 
fight tooch and nail." 

on TV violence held by lhc House Judiciary 
Subconvnmtt on Crime and Criminal JUlllee. 
' Ron Taffcl. -Makina Your Oaild feel Safe In 
a Scary Woctd. - Mce.11'1, Fcbnwy 1993, p. 
60. In November. lhen-President-elect 

Clinton told 1V Guide that makers of 
films and 1V prop ms "could, wilh- ·See Nancy uri8on-Paip and Diiinc E. Le¥- · 

out undermining their artistic integn· - in. 1hc ~ °' Hallhy Dndopmcm and Play: Tnchcn' llaaiam 10 lhc Temaae 
ry, have a major new impact on lhe MUWll Ninja run1a. o.y c.. .w ~ 
way people view lhe world.... &111CMio,., Winier 1991. 

There's no quesion lhe cumulative "Talimony before lhc Scmlc GoweramaaJ 
impact ol this banalization of sex and Alfain Cammiacc. Nardl 1992. 

violence in lhe popular culture is a "Taaimony bdarc llhc llaulc judiduy Sut>­
ner negative for ~-.... CDlllllUacc on Crime and Crimia&I ,llmice, 

""When I fnr came to Los Angeles Dec. 15. 1992. 

and warned ol lhe effeas ol 1V Vic>- • Spakina in a panel ctien""on cm 1v ft>. 

l~ce." ays the NCIV's Uebmnan. lmcc a1 lhc Halvard ScbDal ol Milk ~ 
Ml lhought they'd say 'Oh. OK. we'll = !~~~2. publilhed br '*"Wr'tf"· ,_ 
fax it.' But 10 years later, I'm still ,._ ... 0

-.. M. Cannon. "Yialenr ~ Connca-
be:ating my hea.:1 apinst the wall. tna 1V and lal-lh Aal ·an,· n. .,.._ 
The people here are li&er.ally seams ..... /'mt. 5epl. 19. 1989. 
~way wUh murder." • .. Scuan OAamp <ccL>. T"""'*"'., • Sot:llll 

• 

'Qualcd in n' GMIM. -11 V}Dlmce BIL .,,.. 
Our Kida'. - Aua. 22-28. 1992. p. a. Pnxti.ow­
!llllh'• book. DMdly eo-.r~ llOflJ ~ 
~II ~"" Our T ....... Ap·'1tr0ft. 
WU publilhed in 1'91. 

. --. n•>. p. 190. 

.. Qucxed in "'c.idr. •· di. 

"Alben J. lcill Jr. and Jefhy A. lab. edi-

IDn, ""'*'-"""" '""',........,.. ........... 
0993) p. 7. 

"FOfthcomina APA .. per ql.-cl ID t Md S. 
&any, "Scften VllOlencc and Amaica'a QA. 
cha," n. '°"""" of .. W'rflln Gtdl4 of 
A~ Wea. Dcc:aaber/Jamla, 1993, p. 
16. 

'F'll\lra Dkcn flOlll a special tepart on ~ 
lcnce in die }tNntlll of,_ A"""'41n M.tl&al "Ollwnp, •· ell- p. 199. 
ADocMlllOn. June 10. 1992. .. Quoled In lM ...... n-. May 18, 1992. 

'Ciclbncr .al"ICd Dec. 15, 1992. al haMp '"Oskamp. •· c#I_ p. 148. 

''Kenneth D. Gadow and Joyce Spralkin. 
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ral viol~. lndudcs academic. papers u well as contribu· 
lions from 1V cxecu1ivcs and civil liberwians. 

Sein, Alben J. Jr .. and Jeffrey A. aoda (eda.), V....­
.,.,,,,_. •-" ~ Vlolna, Nadoml Acw'any 
Pn:N, 1993. 

A Nahon:al Rcsnrch Council 1cam reviews lhe lllemaare 
on 1hc 1cner.1I c.-:auscs :and possible mnedies for violence in 
~ric:an ~.concluding 1ha1 TV viOlence is among lhc 
multiple causes. 

Articles 

Barry. l>8Tkl s .. -SC.ccn Violence and America'• Cbll· 
clren." Jourwlll of lb~ Wrllws GMUll of A~ •••I, 
December/January 1993. 

A liCrttnwnter :and journalist examines how v1olence on 
1ele\"ision tus 1n1ensif1e-d since 1Vs embryonic days in the 
1950s. He surveys recenc srudies and asks scrttnWricers to 
··face the evidence"" about lV$ potential harms. 

CadcrwalL Bnadoa. S.. "'TclnUloll aad Violence: 1'bt 
kale of lbe Problem ud Wbere to Go From · 
},.,,.., ~ llM Ammc- llfflul AaloCM#olr, 10 
1992. 

A Univenicy ol WaalUnscon psychiarrisl reporu 1 O 

his aaminalion or che rile in homicide ales in Soulh Afric; 
. ·following chc imroducdon of relcvision. He pa his pre 
scripeion for dealing wiCh chc problem in lhe Uniled 
in dlii lpCdal muc ck¥aled ID Yiolence. 

...... lcbool of PlmltUc llm"b .... edla Ylo'eace An 
St•ad• ... for 1V uul J111m ,._.lbleP", U'UatCrlpt of I 
pad dllcwloa. ibf II. l"Z. ,............. bf llell· 
lll•cofM, Jaawy 1993. 

Academics, advocara aad television professionals debalt 
lhe adequacy ol mrrcnr indusuy aandatds on Yiolcnce anc 
whether tbe proposed c:wa for chc epidemic of 1V vio­
lence risk cemonhip. 

Prllda. Tt:ny, ""5aal-8euddDa oo Yloleace br lbe la· 
dllMrf,",... ...... :n-n, ..., ... 1,,2. 

A Hollywood jDuma1i11 sepons on inter-indusay ~ 
over the risks ol ponr.lfinl violence, noana many of lht­
obmda f'adna dame who prOpme renwftcs. 

-vlolimce aa Tclntoloaa A .,_poelum ead 
Spouond bf lbe Miion of JV~ ... llllllorw If/ n' 
~ 

1bis II an apanded venion ol tbe raundlable dila.Uorl 
unona apem on 1V violcnc:e dw appeared In the Aug 
22-28, 1992, illue ol lhe ......... weekly. Panelilu lnduck 
TV~ TV a1dc:ll, aodem..,. and policy acMales. 

-vlolimce ID Oar Cllllmes A9 .America Maaa OD 

t.dkTc pe. Jaia lmft ID .US Wbal me we .... ID 
omadwwP" N .. .,...1;, Apdl I. 19'1 . 

A leadins ~· roundup of wha1 aidc:s, produc­
ers and academics ~re are lhe risks of IOc:iecy'1 fudna. 
lion wilh fiaionaJ violence and horror. 
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The I'llt Step 
Additional i!'f ormation from UM l's Newspaper 

& Periodical Abstracts database 

Cable television 

Hall. Jane. ""Scandards on •lolencc uraed for cable 
'IV, .. bu A•*• Thrl's, Dec. 16, 1992. p. 03. . . 

Durin1 a Dec. IS. 1992. con3ressional subcomminee 
mmin3. the cable TV indusuy came under added pressure 
IO maa indusrryw.idc· guidelines on depictin1 violence. 

Jac:bon. aobcft L, ""Cable wows to :cackle Issue of fto. 
lcacc on n·," ~A...,~. n .. ., Jaa. za, 1993. p. Al'6. 

The able lV induslry promi5cd on"jan. rl, 1993. 10 ad­
drni 1he problem or violence on ils prosrams. 

Children and television 

lnaersc>IL Bread&. .. Dramadc tt~cs may bun 
kids," IMlrott Nftll• &- Em P'rY•., Dec. 6. 1992. p. Cl. 

TV's popular '"rcaliry" shows. such as •Rescue 911," are 
1rrracun1 a areare• number ol child Viewers and acneratinS 
concern among par.enu~ and expens, ~n child psychology. 

SUYCr, Marc, -troubliD• 1V·8da," US. Nftll• &- 1Forfd 
ll~rl, Feb. l, 1993. pp. 6s-6'7. 

Paren11 may feel sale :aboul letting their children W2tch 
aome primt-ci~ 1V prognims. bur thq- may nor be aware 
of th~ violeN commercials airing dunng the lhows. 

YIJUams, MJdueL .. Be·Mca yield ro bamor • JtJdftd 
dcfc:ada akbc, .. .,..,.,,.,July 2'7, 1992, .. "· 

Progrunmas .ol children's .shows are inaalinaly ~ 
lnl :animated proJP2mminl wilh news. 'documeruaries and 
drama lel'ics. They arc also callin1 ror less violence. 

Community response 

Bruton. Gres. "'HlaJaa 1V Ylolmcc with tbc <otr 
8Whc:h." Lo. All.JM• T,_,., Nov. 12, 1992, p. f3. 

Nov. 13. 1992 will be the second aMual pus-roots 
"'Tum Off' the TV Day." a nationwide etron or a group of 
people red up With the sex and violence on TV. 

Came. Barry, •A child's ausade," Mtlde••'-. Dec. 7, 
1992, pp. 46-4'7. 

Virginia Lariviere fell 1he person who killed her sister 
may ha~ been in/Juenced by lV. Sht and her family prh­
ered nearly 1.3 million sigrurures on a petition lo curb and 
even1~1ly eliminate violence on .Canadian lV. 

Dennis, Everette E., "Mounting a campaign aplnst 

media 111bc::nc7," De Otoidclw qf H.hr Ume=Ho-:. 
,...,. .. 19'Z. pp. 81·82. . 

Dennis ugua chat viewers lftUSl understand lhat lhe me­
dia rorm a powerful IOdal irutiNlion With the pcxenlial to 
roaer Yiolence. 

Perldm. Joeepb. ""Tawdry .arcb for radap," Th 
... ........ :n...a, , ... 17, 19'3, p. .,. 

Perkins mmmems on lhe lhree TV necworb' made-for­
celms6on mories abow "lrollop<um-aaempced murderess 
Amy F"llhet" and uys lhe DelWOlks are only inremled in 
"aplaidng violence and mayhem (or ratings and profits." 

Stark, 5lleftD. "'Prtme-dlDe at•tneh," Jlon• G1ok, 

Jara. "· 19'3, .. 11. 
swt decries cbe alorificaDon ol persons who cominit 

'"tpeellcular" aimes by lbc media Via -ldevision movies and 
quasi-news propuns, noting lbe cues ol Made David 
Chapman. who mar and killed John Lennon, and rema,a­
Amy Fisher, lbe .. Lona Island Lolir.t• who ahoc die wife ol 
her aDeaed adull kwer. 

Bl"DIDA, Cifts. -.V ~ n W11a ~ 1Dr 
· law' aca," Loa A•da n... OcL 2Z. l9'Z. p. A31. 
~ 1V ~ ol lbe la Anaeies riaa WU a ca&a)ysr 

(or funher loolina and Yiolence, aa:ardina ro lhe special 
panel lnvadpdaa police lapGlllK CD ihe dYil umat. 

....... &,.. ... llleft. .................... LA. 
•lewaa.. Loa A: ..... ~ JatL 21, 19'3. .. n. 

Many Yicwen c.ued ID atddze lhe Los Aqeles TV •· 
lions dw lhawed a man lboadng his elll'aftFd wife in a 

rre r•a IUlrc. -LA.'I local ..,. ..._ ID lbc 
................... ..., "19'2, .. 11. 

When violence erupced in Sou&h-C.ermal Los Angeles fol­
lowin& lhe ftldia in lbe lodney JCina aial, local TV m­
Cion.s offered smphk 11we ll'Ulllllli:uio o1 t. Ocher 
~ ol lhe rioa, loodng and fires • dilaaued. 

Ko1bert. 2'1zehetb. "'mlUaa •bowa oa TV promptl de· 
bale." D• N.,,, rorll n.a. J-.. 22, 1993. p. AlO. 

The decisions by TV news shows around lhe nalion to 
broadcast a Videocape d die bnJtlJ killing d Marim Nunez 
has promp<ed calls of ouuagc. 

Ronddl. A'rital. '"Haualed '!Vi Koclney ltlDa/'lldeo/tnu­
ma." Art(orw..., 5epember 1992. pp. '71·'73. 

( 
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The.' hc:.111n~ 111 MoJne\' Kini! _tw Los Angel~ police offi­
C\.'r" is cx;amincd in rcbtion 10 TV's represcntuion of vio­
lt"1hv ;anJ "·rim"·· m;ikin~ them a medi;a C\'Cnt. 

Waters, Han-y F .. ''America's uaUa1 home ftdcos," 
Nr11·.,,1nlt. June IS. 1992, PP· 59-60. 

1111: pmlifer.1111111 ul shun·s 1~1 air home video record­
in,.:s uf murd~ .1ml 1 icher gri'll)' t"\'ents for \'ic.'9-'ing is dis­
'-'U=-.""--d. 

Weiner, SCewan. ·shock TV," 1l' G .. ut~. April 4, 1992, 
pp. J0-32. 

··r Witncs.~ Vit.k-u"" i." Ji.\C\15.'ioed for its impact in bringing 
~~·ing. ral-lih' ll'lc.iJcnts 10 t:.s. TV audiences. 

Legislation 

Foulc, Geoffrey and Randy Sukow, "'Scbumcr ...... 
•lolcnce rating for TV sbows," llroluk•6'• Dec. 21, 
1992, pp. 38-39. 

House Crime :11KI CriminJI Jusucc Subcornmintt Chair· 
·man Charles E. sd1umcr. D·N.\' .• has proposed special 
111.·amings or a r.allll):.'i sysem, like lhar used for rdms, 10 
:lien paren~ abou1 ,·iulence Inds on TV shows. 

Hodps, Ann. wtv .to~ C:an be dangerous," Hotu· '°" Cbrot"c~. Jan. 24, 1993. p. zn. 
Hodges comm'"'li1s un an initia11ve by Sen. Paul Simon, 

D·IU.. aimed at nuking TV nerworts restrict rhe vioiencc 
chat lhey allow to 1-.· broadcut on their progr3ms. 

Kunz, Howanl. °"Cllncon cakes shot at HoUywood, 'IY," 

~ •••"'•'°" Posl. Nov. 13. 1992, p. A4. 
Pn:siden1-cle<.1 Clin1un says he is ·monifaed" by aomc ol 

wtw ii shown un n· and lhaa Hollywood should lake the 
lead in ·dcR1amoriOOJ: mindless sex and violence." 

ao.enbera. Howard. ""Coa.fueaas won't cad 1V car· 
aaae ... ~ A•s•• Tl.wa. Feb. 1, 1993, p. n. 

Rosenberz discu."ilCS the proliferation ol 1'V violence, de· 
spite ahc 1990 Tck.•vi.o;it>n Improvement Ael. 

Network response 

Goodman. Adam and Roben L, .. Ncnrorka ID limit 91· 
olcnce." SL Lo•d• Pos1-D1sp111cb, Dec. 12, 1992, p. 
All. 

The nation·~ •h~ brsnt aelevision naworks ha~ 
;aKf'Ct"d un volum;ary ~nwrds to limit TV Violence. 

Hodges. Ann, .. R:1llyin1 cry at CBS ls family .Uues," 
Houston Cbrorrtclr·. J:an. 14. 1993. p. El. 

The TV ncrn·od,, .m· responding 10 complaints :abou1 too 
much sex ;ancJ vi11k111 1 • on TV programming by softening 
lhc.-ir plo1 Imes and .•·'" 11 •..: more romance. 

''Violence-free 'JV," l»m!n- Post, Dec. 17, 1992, p. 812. 
An edilorial uys lhaa while anti-violence guidelines 

adopted by lhe three major rclevision nerworks look aood 
in dlcory, lhey probably won't have much effect. 

Regullltlon 

Oscrow, Joen•, '"11aoee wbo aluc free speech uy 
.... oal 1V 'riolmcc,",,.,.,,,,. ,,_,, Dec. 12, 1992, p. 
A21. 

Oaaow opposes lhe rqulation ol Violence on TV for 
ol infM8ina on the Finl Amendmenr and cancem over 
who creara lbe pidelines. 

• ...... loaD, "'CAada po••- llkc ........... ~ 
n.a, Wlale.r 1991, pp. '61""'2. 

1'be epidemic ol TV depiaion.s ol vioiencc and harus­
menr bas bred a aenetalion of hoscile, alienaaed, puanoid 
Americans. 1bc effeas of 1V Yiolcnce and lhe difficuhy ol 
rqulating levels ol Violence on 1V are dilcuued. 

Research 11nd dlUUes 

llndf, Dime. ""11lc power of 1WWM111
•• '• M.c­

,_. • ., Dec. '· 1992, .. '°· 
The American Plycholosical Aaoc:r'ion. ares that TV vi-

olence can encourage agresli' : beharior. 

a.rtE, Jrcnneda L, -Yea, 'IV 'riolmce II 8WfaL 
......._ lbc mrd"' ~ JH6llM, OcL Z5, 1992, p. L 

ICenDelh R.. Ciak dilc:ullles cue audAes chat inClic:are lhar 
1V ts a prime facror In lbe incrase ol U.S. W>lence. 

Jo ...... Bm. ""Bxpwwe ID OD«¥_. ... nee ..,_ 
_,. cldldn:a." a.troll N_,., jaa. S. 1993. p. A&. 

Johmoa com!Dft!h on lhe paopmed reducDon in 1V wto­
lence, cnndn•lin1 lbere ii a link between ezc:eaiwe wto­
lencc on 1V and ~c agreaion. 

Plb, ,_ a.. ..... A. llentll .... lllc:hwl E. a---. -Die dcplcdoD f1I pm OD prime dmc telm· 
mon," ,}o9nllll ff{ Sdlool H..-, JaDDalT 1992, pp. H· 
18. 

The role ol Yiolence OD pc-- 1V. W useued by 
ltUdyina IWO weeks o( reauiar prime-time programming on 
four major· necwortcs <ABC. CBS, NBC and fox) for tcenes 

in which sum were eidler t.11ed or displayed. 

Vobefda, Bmt.n. '"II~ alone, sJaed ID die TV,• Jh 
.. ........ ,,_,, Dec. JG, 1992, p. "'· 

Millions o( American reenagers spend much ol their · 
time "lllt'ithout supervision. a Carnegie Corporation ~•dy 
found, issuing a bleak description of young pet.•-·;;; who . 
rarely read but olien devoce themselves 10 waactung lelevi­
sion and involvement in drugs. pngs, violence and sex. 
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And now, 
awordfroma 

er 
forpt the First Amendmmd. 

"·Wlten I Comes lo 1V Violence, 
All I Care Moul 
.. Protecting My Kids. 

T 
wo week& qo I wu 1eat to the Capitol 

HiU preu mnference It wbidl die ...... 
._.. ........... their ........ to ... 

. ·1ie1 "*llll '*-aa ........ II-••· . 

. . • • ; minute ....... t. and I ll"lllbed tfleMJJ .. 
· 1111te.,.iT Cau1c1 &1111 a ... 0nce t • .,... ., · 
Jbe ~ Ind ~ helriDI - ii die . 
.art.iii &ismC Olk:flMldin1. I tumid .to * tap. 
pfle of cbe llClle. lllC(llld found I drlwtq by lllY .. 
,ear-Gd 11111-d 1 lluutiullydecliled wapaa Cll'dul­
lf llbeled "illfinity .... llllltlllt bauat, aun.. 

So, fll1I. I llid to lll)'lelf u I leaned ll9Cll 11111 
blllecl It die lllill lined up It die miaapbaae, &ell me 
about YiDlence on TV. 

There 1111 been 1 lot d ftlOlnina in reaction to 
thele llbd5. One lide. the 111ti-¥iolera lobb)o, DYS 
they're 1 palbative, 1 Cl1llnb toaed 1t the mob to llall 
lesilllton from KtlllO, rel\llltinl lhe lirwlva, I li­
c:eme to produce nea more Yi*IK:e u laq a it'• li­
beled. The other lide, lhe aoaDed "aatift CllllllllU­

nil)"' and lhe civil liberties dotmatilti, ii cryini about 
1rti1tic freedom Ind lhe Fint Amendment. Labelina. 
they U)', i5 lhe fll'St 11.ep down lhe slippery llope ol 
cetllOrlhip. "I rhink we are being enormously aape­
pted. • producer Dick WoU ("Law & Orde~ told this 

newspaper. ·u you listen to Congress. it's fas if] rele­
vtsion 15 the root of aU social ills an this country.· 

. •h. pleasi:. I find myseU curious!\ unmovrd by 
teleVJSIOll producrr~ rovenng themseh·es with a F1rs1 

a.i.w.Ju.r II. 1'9J 



TV 
·----------

\'IOU:.NCE. From Cl 

he did with ML.A.Law.Mand leaves ii 
in the hands of lesser mortals? We"ll 
be leh with a flabby envelope and no 
art. . 

We have an wdonunate tradition 
int.bis country of putting the "rights" 
of adults ~fore the needs of cbil· 
dren. You can see that demonstrated 
every day in courthouses, cl 3S· 

rooms and social work bureaucracies 
everywhere. Television is no excep­
tion: Every socially useful change 
that has been made in recent 
years-like the· elimination of ciga­
rette and liquor advertising or iden­
tifying the earl)" evening hours for 
"'family" viewing-has been forced 
down the networks' throats. Some­
how, I am DOt convinced that they 
•·ant to use the First Amendment in 
my family's interest. 

11.e •"hole r.· is very circular.M 
Marcy KeUy. pr · nt of a watch· 
dog and educat · group based in 
Lus Angeles caJled Mediascope, told 

Let~ segregate all 
the violent shows 011 

one channel-the V 
Network. If that 
works, U'e can move 
011 to the Stupid 
Sitcom l\Tetwork, the 
Humiliating Game 
Shou· Channel and 
the Grotesque Talk 
Show Broadcasting 
System. 

C<,) ~t':>t'<Hdlt'r. ""Tht' Writt"r will 
,ay. "That·,, what lht' produrt'r 
11';'ln1, Ill•' 111 Wnlt'. 0 Tht' producl'r 
".1"111 ""'·· "Th;11 ·, whilt tt.e networl-. 
1·;;il(,_ Tli1· llt'lwurl. will ~.11·. 

[i;,,. - 11 h.11 1 lw .1dn·r11~.-r~ w;rni 
'111· .11!11·111"•r, 11111 ,;11. 'lh:11·­

. .t1.<1 :!:1· p1i11:11· w;111t.-.· Tht· QUt',!11111 

-. 1:1>11 .-.111 w1· l>rt"<Jk th1· nrcl1·:,.. 

\\'.·Ii I i1 I\ t. ·' It'll 1cl1·.1-

Y 11 M and MUnsolved MysteriesM -
1 hat could conceivably be classified 
a,; violent. Most of the top-rated 
~hl)WS are sitcoms or newsmag· 
.mnts-in other words. just pro­
grams that consist of ta:itele&s jokes .. 
sexual and racial stereotypes. and 
the occasional thoughtful. well-re­
searched expose. But not violence. 

A Times-Mirror survey or more 
than 1,500 adults released last 
March found that 80 percent 
thought that television violence­
whether on the ~tworks or cable­
was hannfuJ to &Ociety, compared . 
with 64 percent who thought so in 
1983. The number who thought it 
was "very hannfur (as opposed to 
just plain harmful) increased from 26 
percent to C7 perc:ent. The most~­
quent viewen ol violent programs 
were those under tbe age ol 30. 

Do people watch violent lhows be­
cause they want violence or because 
that is what's there? If television 
producers really confronted the is· 
sue, they would bave to lldmit tbat 
throwing another f:stfight or dloke 
hold into the script ii an easy way to 
create tension and drama. while do­
mg it with words and nonviolent plot 
twists is much harder. I IUllpeCt it ii; 
the Mcreative community" that is ad· 
dieted to violence, not the viewen;. 

One way to fand out how big 1ht" 
audience for violence really is would 
be to segregate au the violent lhowi; 
onto onl' channel-the ·v Network. 
we'll call it-which would ~avail· 
able to cable subscribt:r&, for a fee. If 
that works we can move on to· the 
Stupid Sitcom Network, the Humili· 
ating Game Show Channel and thf' 
Grotesque Talk Show Broadcasting 
System. and make thii•Rs a lot easier 
for the consumer. 

At the press conference. it wai; in· 
reresting to hear the big netv.·ork 
l"heeses refer to their own children 
as the)' pledged to sen·e up more 
programming they are not ashamed 
of. Sen. Paul Simon (0-UI.), who iio 
the anti-violence point man on thU; 
issue. also i;poke about a CBS meet­
ing he'd bet'n told about in which one 
executive asked the others. "Would 
you like our children to be watchin11 
theSf' programs?" Howard Stringer 
CCBS> mt'ntionc.>d hrs 5-month·old 
and Wi!rrt'n Lilllt'held CNBCl his 
thrt•t' rhildrl·11. lo dt•mons!rate how 
l(enuint' I ht>ir rnnct'rn is abour tht' 
quahl\' ol lt'lt'\"ision. Funny how peo­
pl .. f1·t·I drffnt'nll\" wht'n 11°s lht'ir 
own lo.rd,. 

Wht'llt'\"l"r I 1111t•f\1t'1.1.· ~·uµlt- 111 

t ht' film or 1eltv1s1011 busmt's~ I al· 
w;1\ ~ ;tsl\ tht'm if !ht'~· rt•strrrl .01 
111u1111111 I ht'lf ,·hill.I",, lt'lt'\"l,.,lllll 
"·.i1d1:11.:.:. Tht·\ ;1lw.1\"~ .:..tr lht·\ d11 
•:11A1 tu· 1u,1 r" ,.-1·111 ill-.- hl"!lt•r p.ir· 
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And· when asked 'abOiii Ille question 
of violence on 111:1Pviuun. he uid. 
11iere'i; nothinJ Wl' can do aboul II 
ellttpl cunlinue tu hr crilial. Tu 
pro1ec1 our chiklren Tit' a1ua1 be 
hypocrite' • • • 

I ~.lhat'1111e. . ';.: .< 
I am 11111 .1 fel'IGll wbo :11111111 to • 

eradicate aD uah on teleYilion. NoJ 

Netw0rk executives 
sold advertising on 
the premise that 
commercials would 

the di.y thal my kid,; don't a•k. -Can 
I w111rh TV,. And then. "Why not>" 

I could UR - hrlp. I feel •• ii I 
llpend too much time 11 a parent .:en.onna and u)'in1 nu, and r.,ii1u111 
alf the unceasina lurn thrown UUI 
by the Howard S1rin1rn of the 
World. 

A lec:haakJsica' lid-1 device thar 
would allow me 10 block out pro-
1r1m1 I espect to be iuppropri­
ate-ftlb; me with a combination ul 
dread and curiolity. I will nner bu» 
those 500 rtunnela wt' att. bcin11 
pramiled (aren't you ,aad ..... of 
- bat lllindii are -ui, oa Ji\·· 
in& Ill that t*¥iaiiarl l!reakthrOllllh 
instead ol conquerin1 world hun· 
sern. But apendins lllllle al ""' r11rr 
--"illl hour. prosramnlin1 a 

prod IL' lowly 
viewers to buy 
products, but 
refused tu admit 
that the programs 
:1urrounding the 
commercials could 
possibly influence 
anyone to do 
anything. 

......... WW\11 "' televaiiion Woctia,... 
'ii Nil 1111 ideal al qualilr twie. 

d.1 I think· LounPy T unn lihuuld br 
liiitcd llllOlll lhe IDOoil violmt lllooA·~. 
aa the N11ianal C01htio11 on Tele\·i· 
liion Violence clot=i;. I hive frimcl>. 
and even relatlYt'a. whu ..-rill' fur 
and act on television, and other 
frimd• who would love tu du IKI. I am 
hippy 10 URrt my ~liibihly b 
a ~rent and iuur dil·tum• that 
makr my childrm think I am Crudw 
do: Vil. I lu10•· that lilllc boy~ will 
dra•· pk:turca; ul sun•. and al..-ayo; 
IY\'t' drawn pi.111rt'11 ul 1w1i;, rt"111rd· 
lea "' how murh violence they Wt' 
un televllllOll. And I do 11nt think a 
ti*viliion thaw amn ..._. lo 
II" out and comn1it murder; ii ju~• 
1ivei; them an ellCUlll! after lhe fllC"t. 

Rut I admil it: If lhere 111tte aurh 
1 dlin111 the Taste Pulice, I would 
want to be the chirf. We all think wr 
lulOw whal"1 best, npeciaOy when ii 
cuniei; 10 our children. And l•U n11·. 
havr the president• al NBC. CBS. 
AKC and the llChlock-tipeciablti; 11 
fox 8roadcallin& done IUCh a 1rea1 
jnb of lookina 11111 for our inlrrnt1<~ 

I have always bt'heved thal televi· 
sioo is a tool you should tea.:h your 
d1ildrt'n .tu mllllt'r, nul IYOld. br­
n1ir.;e 11 iii unavoicbblP. Throwin11 it 
UUI ·~ I liOlullon, bul ~Ml d1Jt,,;i1'1 
11."M:b dlildrH 10 11111.:e dlOlcrs. 111 
my hou!dloid. 'Wc!·dodt •llnw llYV1· 
a1U11 1111 11Chool na1hts. fur t'U111ph·. 

i11Kl.w•e.&.Q· lo;lu11i1.i1.& lllha: 111111:.~. 
Rut: lhr pllll of the Iliad tla1 in thr . 
nir11t"r L'i 11lwa)·a. !hell'. and rarr '' 

A caD to Ci(aii1 Citr elicited the 
nonmtion that I an - buy a 
telrviiion with 1 "pafftlt canlrol ca· 
pmbilit)' .• I could pr..,-.m wbft1 it_ 
would tum on and olf, and block out 

- channela. nu. would alll -
only bt'tween S600 and 1700. Pcr-
hap,; l>id1 Wulf or Steven Borho·u 
would liU 10 buy me one. 

My .tepMlll told me ~ has 
in,·cntcd • bicycle-powered telrvi· 
liKlll, which would ttrtainly cut M'n 
on virwin& in our household. I'm llOI 
111rr it really deal5 widl lhe Yiulrnn· 
qlll'lit11111. lllM..w-r. 

Sn, fur 111,... l"U takr the label.. I 
would prrf1·r thll till" nratur.. uf 
1clcviili1111 wuuld iwuclun· n vii~ 
IPnc:e (and IP:ili prbajle in (lt'llf'rall. 
bu1 perhaJlli thili initiative will help 
llllkt' that ha1ipr11. It i.. 11 ·lfoa51. illl 

actinowledemrnt that what they pul 
on the air reaU)" clot=li lff«t buman 
life. and fur lhal I 1n1 a1111tful. l'rr\l· 
wily. llC'I wurk r11e.'\ll ive11 .. old Ill· 
ver11111111 1111 the prmli>r thal <"Um· 
n1rn·i1I~ wuuld prod u .. lu•·I) 
viewer• to bu)' prud11&·ta. but refuard 
tu admll tbal the 1110.:rama 11ur· 
roundU., till" cornnierL"iah. cuuld pu.· 
aibl)· infllll'llL'l' IP)'Ulll" tu du Ill)'• 

thini:. 
I hupr the inclustrl. i111:luclint: thr 

e11blr oprr a tor a; 111d indt'prndr111 
prudllCt'ro; whu rrfu.wd tu lip uu tu 
the two-year lahrlinR eaprrimrnl. 
will takr seriously the.- l'ut11pa11iCK1 
pUin tu llftl.'iil ilr pr11d111.·cn. writer. 
and pr01ra111 deVt'lupers tu viuk-t1n·. 
Thi' ubjrrli\'t' is lu du fur viult-n1:r 
whal tlll"y did for lll'ill brlh. dru~ 
uv and 011ur1te 11td aln•hul u.11· 
111mption-lflamunzr till" flClOd Iii ulf 
and downpla)· lltt• !Mel. 

Therr .•• ;1 11·.11 '"'"'1111111 r llMI 

110thini: will dw1111r. In lllilt o""· I 
will h~w 1w1 dw111·r. I •·ill lw,·r '" 
lllkr tilt- 1rlrv1sMw1 0111 i11MI t hrn"· ,, 
lannh ;11 11. I >Uh' h•11•· 1•ihi•I~· d"· 
v.·111 lit- hit t.i· till' nrm~ dt·l11 "· 
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RECENT COMMENTS ON TELEVISION VIOLENCE as of July 1992 

•violence: Merely Entertaining or Malnly Ev111• Dr. Carole Ueberman, Los 
Angeles Times, May 15, 1992 

'We raadly accept that chldren learn the alphabel from 'Sesame Street,' why can't 
we accep that they learn Iha A8Ca al murder and m1yhem from gtatulOUlly violent 
eraenannenrr 
~ 181s. So does crack cocaine. Does lhel make I 0.K ?" 

,ndMdUll wrtera. producers and P8Cdlves feel CMrWhalmed by Iha concep1 that 
whet theywrle, produce orc:::hoOle loalrCOUd changethellkel al mllionl al people, 
so they deny the power al their wen 10 lvokS a mponalbllly they o11en feel 
l«IUfpped lo handle?-

-relevlalon and Violence: The Scale of the Problem and Where to Go from 
· Here.• Dr. Brandon S. Centerwall, The Journal of the American Medllcal 
Association, June 10,~1992 

1n llghl al recert ~ findings. In t990 the Amartcan Academy al Pediatrics 
Issued a policy Ila!..,..: Pediatricians ~ advise parents to limll they 
c:hldren's tekMlion viewing to one to two hours per day.• 

'Whereas Hanis have lnsllncllve desire lo knllate Clburved human behavior, &hey 
do noc pouess an lnstlncl tor gauging a prlott whelher a behavior ought 10 be 
Imitated. They wll Imitate anything, k'ldudlng behaviors that most ediits woUd 
regard as deslruclive and anllsoclal. • 

• ... up ttvough ages ttvee and lour years, m1ny c:hldren are unable 10 distinguish 
tad from fantasy In television prograrrm and remain unable 10 do so desplle ed1'1 
coaching. In Iha minds al such young c:hldren, television Is a source al entirely 
laclual Information regarding how the WOl1cl wens.• 
1n a national opinion poll, 43 percenl al adi* Arnertcans allirm that teleYlslon 
violence 'plays a part In making America a violent IOdety,' and 11n addllional 37 
percent find the thesis al leaSI plauslble (ony 16 percena frankly dllbelleve Iha 
proposition.)" 

• ... the epidemlologic evidence Indicates lhal I, hypolhelk:aHy, lelevluion technology 
had never been developed, there woUd be 10,000 fewer homicides each year in lhe 
United Stales, 70,000 fewer rapes, and 700,000 fewer lnjiaious US11i*s. • 

1ssues ol 'quality' and 'social responsl>llty' are .. lrely peripheral 10 the Issue ol 
maximizing audience size wllhln a compellllve mar1181-and there Is no le>mUa more 
tried and &rue than violence lor reliably generating large audiences lhal can be sold 
lo advertisers • 

"Chldren's exposure 10 lelevlslon and lelevlslon violence ~ become part ol lhe 
• public health agenda, along wllh salety seats, blcyde helmets, lmmunlzation5 and 
good nulrlion." 

Fateful Choices, Fred M. Hechinger, Carnegie Council on Adolesce_nu 
Development, 1992 

,, Is estimated by lhe time youngsters graduate from high School, many al them wll 
have watched televlsion 22,000 hours. compared to oriy hall that number apent In 
school. By eighteen, young people wll have been exposed lo as many as 18,000 
televised murders and 800 IUicldes.• 

Ari average ol 80.3 percenl cl al lel8111sion programs contain violent acts, and a 
typical program Includes 5.21 such incidents. 

Deborah Prothrow-Sllth, an assistant dean In Harvard's School of Public Health. 
"calls lat a movement like lhal fueling the anti· smoking and drunk drMng campaigns 
... Television and movies shotAd portray the pain and suffering. the bad outcomes 
ol violence.·· 
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·e1g World, Small Screen: The Role of Televlslon In American Society,• 
American Psychological Association (APA), 1992 

The rate ol violence on prime-time television Is about frve to she Incidents per hour, 
whereas the rate ol violence on c:hldren's Saturday morning programs Is 20 10 25 
acts per hour. 

The .wnge chld wt,..... a.ooo murders by the. time ha/she graduates from 
elernarUry IChool and..,_ more than 100.000 assorted acts ol violence. 

"Many ol the pooresr and most ~nerable groups In our society are also the heaviest 
...,. ol teleYlllon. In pert because tllevlslon II a dafaiit oplon used when other 
ec:IMlles are not awilatJle.• 

•ooes Media Vlolence Beget the Real Thing?• Jeremy lggers, Mlnneapolls 
Star Tribune, June 13, 1992 

Almostaw.nty yaarsego, ~Rose Gald9enolthe University ol P.nnsylvanla 
: wamed that Arnertca II engaged In the world's first coast-to-coast ecper'menl In 

behavior modlllcmdon. 8f1Cf no one can b'elll Whiit the consequences wll be. 

• ..• (Rose Goldsen) wrote an -.y In which she argued that viewers ol televlslon 
violence ....,.,..ICAd a paaem ol alteriiatlng stlmUatlon and abrupt ~erruptlon 
(caused by comnecllls) lhat closely manbles the desensltlzetlon techniques 
used by PIJChcAOUbil» to madly behaYlor. Aller n1p911ted treatments wlh these 
ledlnlques, •Id Galdsen. """ the •rongest psychological connections can be 
broken down .• 

"Corflft1JO'llry heroes and vllalns are dllerent .... The enemy II usually totally 
vicious and dep&wd, and In eome C8l8S not tun&n. The hero's job Is not to bring 
the vllaln to tustlce. bli rather to destroy Hm or l. • 

'1n a woitd where the violence that loob real II realty just make-belleYe. and the real 
violence Is made to look •• a game, can we expect people to have a serious 
tnlerstandlng ol the meer*lg ol vlolence?" 

"TV, Fiim Link to Reality of Violence: Diego Rlbadenelra, The Boston Globe, 
May 12, 1992 

"Any form of legal restrtc:tlon lhoUd not be attempted and WQtjd not be attemsited 
and WC>dd not wortc because ol the lhreat I ~ pose for the First Amendment.· 
- Edward Donnerstaln. a prdessor In the clepartrnenl ol comnu11catlon at the 
University ol Cellomla et SarU Barbara. 

. "No one II dalmlng that telNslon violence Is the solo cause ol this epidemic" ol 
)'O'Mh violence, uld Leonard D. Eron. a prdessot ol psychology at the Unlverafty ol 
•Inola In Qllc:ago. "However, I II one of Iha causes and I Is one that IOm8thlng 
can be done atxu. la I too much to ask the talevlslon Industry to palk:e llsalf?" 

•Just Another Murder, Just Another Show,• Judy Mann, The Washington Post, 
May 13, 1992 

.," the ntpOft. Deborah Prdl1ow-Stlh. an uslslant dean In Harvard'• School ol 
P\jillc Health, told al a 13-yaar~ who was holpllallzad for a gunshot wound: "Ha 
... surprised becalme • tut. 

•; 
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aUOGIT 

&LMHAC. ILAllic. More than 96 percent or A•erican home1 have at leaat 
ILkiiic one television aet. Televiaion 1• a •aJor 1ource or 
............. .........,_. inrormation and influence in children'• lives. The 

average child spends •ore ti•• watching television than in the 
clauroom. e e e According to the Nielaen Index the average 
American child vatchea 18,000 televi11on •urdera before he or 
ahe graduate• fro• hi&h achool. • • • An average child between 
the ages or 2 and 11 now viewa 27.3 houra or television per 
veek. By age 16, he or ahe haa watched over 20,000 houra or 
televlaion. 

l!S!ARCH. 
IES!ARCH The report or the U.S. lttorae1 General'• Taak 
JtstlMce" Poree on Pa•ilJ fiolenoe concludes that •evidence 
---..;;-.-.-• 1• beco•in1 ~verwhelmin1 that, juat as vitneaa1ng 

violence in the home •ay contribute to normal adults and 
children learning and acting out violent behavior, violence on 
televiaion ••• may contribute to the aame reault.• 

Dre. Leonard Eron and Rovell Ruea•an11or the Univeraity or 
Illinois-Chicago and other researchers have round that children 
vlth aggre11ive tendencies tend to watch violent progama and 
are more likely to believe that TV violence mirror• real lite. 

In 1982, Sur1eon General c. Everett loop reported there i• a 
causal correlation between viewing violence and aggreaaive 
behavior. The National Inatitut.e ot Mental Health, which had 
examined the issue ror the Sur1eon General~ provided teati•ony 
berore the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice in 198• that 
a •aizable number or atudies did aupport the inference that 
there waa a caueal connection between the viewing or televiaed 
violence and later a11re111ve behaviors.• 

Research haa shown three possible effects or viewing televiaion 
violence: ( 1) Children may become le11 aenaitlve to the pairi 
and aurrerlng or others; (2) They aay be •ore tearful or the 
world around them; and (3) They •ay be •ore likely to behave in 
an aggreaalve or har•ful way toward othera. -- 'obn P. Murra1 
and Barbara Lonnber1 1 •violence on TY: Do Children Learn From 
It7" . 

The Aaerlcan Acade•1 or Pediatric•' Polley State~ent on 
Children, Adolescents, and Television finds that •repeated 
expoeure to televlaed violence promotes a proclivity to 
violence and a passive reaponae to ita practice.• -- June, 
1985. 

•Jn one study, children who ha~ watched a violent television 
program were round to be more likely to hurt another chlld than 

(HORE) 



BACKGROUND~R: Television Violence-2-2-2-2-2 

~ere thoae who bad watched a nonviolent pro1ram. In non­
laboratory eett1n1e, children have injured themaelve• by 
1a1tatin1 behavior• viaved on TV. Another atudy au11esttd that 
children •ay learn to perceive •11resive behavior•• nor•al·and 
acceptable.• • • • •other atudies have ahown that th••• 
t1nd1n1s pera1at even when tactora auch as ta•il7 back1round 
are taken into ~ccount. tn a atudy or 158 ele•entarr aohool 
children tro• a.a1ddle-class auburb, children who watched •ore 
violent televielon pro1r••• were rated by their teachera as 
l••• cooperative, lea• auccesatul in interperaonal 
relationahipa and l••• happy; thtae tindin1a were atatiatioally 
•i1niticant regardl••• of th• children'• age, ••x, aooi•l 
olaas, IQ or parents• televlalon viewing habits.• -· B. '•••• 
Bolro7d, M.1>., Pediatric•, Feb., .1985. 

• ••• 35 7oun1 •en between the •1•s or 8 to 31 years bave k1)led 
themselves playin1 Russian Roulette while i•itating a apene 
tro• the aovie, 'The Deer Hunter,• vb1ch they had •••a on 
television.• • • • • ••• the pain ot vioti•• and anguiab or 
relatives are rar•ly portra1ed. Thua, the ohlld learn• \hat 
violence aay be a quick and •••r aolutton to oontlicts while 
being deprived or any opportunity to reel ••pathy tor tbe 
victi•.• -- lobert Wharton, M.D, and Frederick Mandell, N.D., 
Pediatr1ca, June, 1985. · 

•In a comprehensive review ot the research 11teraturl on 
telv1sion content, Signorielli and colleauaes concluded that 
oon1istentl7 h1fh levela or violence and aggre1aion bave been 
reported in stud •• or televiaion pro1r•••in1, re1ardle•• or 
the ••••urea uaed to derlne or aasess violence. They reported 
that children'• televiaion programs are aix ti••• •• violent as 
adulta' televlaion pro1r1ma.• • • e •Dozens or laboraiorr 
atudiea-bave cona1atently demonatrated that children 1•1iate 
the vio~ence that they have just v tched on television.• • • • 
•Despite paychologiat1 1 •u11estions ln the 1950'• that vato~in1 
televiaion violence has a cathartic ettect, and thua red~oea 
viewers' aggreaaive behavior, there are no data tro• reoent 
1ears to aupport that theory.• • • • •A apecial opportunltJ to 
••seas the !•pact or televised violence in a co•mun1ty eett1n1 
occurred with the introduction or televia1on ln a aaall 
Canadian co•munitJ that had never bad acce11 to telev1•1nn 
betore. The re1ulta demonstrated that verbal and phyatcal 
a11re1a1on increased among primary achool children in thia 
coamunitJ atter te~ev1aion became available.• • • • •one or tbe 
tev atudiea that oontradlot1 these tlndin11 va1 conduote4 ~J 
re1earcher1 at the latlonal lroadoa1tlDI CoapaDJ. They t~und 
the relationah1p'between viewin1 televiaion violence ••d 
aggreaaive behavior aeveral 1eara later bee••• lna1gn1t1oant 
when aocial cla11 vaa controlled. The 1tud7 had aeveral 
laportant 11aitat1ona. F1rat, ohlldren•a a11reasive behaylor 
vaa detlned atr1ctlJ to include only 'phJaical or verbal ISQC• 
intended or known in advance to cause lnjuriea to other•' abd 
did not include rough play or other unintended •11re1~lfe 
behavior.• -- Dlaaa M. Zuokeraan, Pb.D., aad larrr I. 
luckeraan, M.D., Pediatrics. 

•'m~rican viewer• hive •ore access to violent televlaion 
progra•ming than the citi&ena or aeveral other natlona 
(Canada, En1l1nd, Auatralia, Nev Zealand, Japan, Weat Oer•any 
and Spain) aonitored by the lateraatlonal Coalltlon on 
Televiaioa. Accordin1 to TV monitoring by the 88-country 
coalition, the United States alao bas the dubious diatlnotion 
or expcrt1ng programs which account tor 65 percent or all the 
violence ahovn on C1n1dian, English, Austr1li1n and New Zealand 
televis1cn.• .&aerican r .. ilJ Pbyalclan, April 1984. 

I I I I I I I I I 
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BY RAY LUSTIG-THE WASHINGTON POST 

Attorney General Janet Reno holds up children's letters on TV violence. 

Reno: Curb TV Violence 
Regulation Not Unconstitutional, Panel Told 

By Ellen Edwards 
Washington Post Slalf Writer 

Attorney General Janet Reno 
jumped into the television violence 
melee yesterday, telling the enter­
tainment industry to clean up its act 
or legislative action would be "im­
perative." 

"The regulation of violence is con­
stitutionally permissible," she told 
the Senate Commerce Committee, 
which was holding hearings on three 
bills that would mandate it. She said 
those bills would have no constitu­
tional problems if they were enact­
ed. 

At the same time, Reno urged the 
industry to find its own solutions 
first. 

"All I am asking today," she told 
the committee, "is that the enter­
tainment industry-and that in­
cludes the movies, the broadcasting 

networks, cable TV and the indepen­
dents-acknowledge their role and 
their responsibilities, and pledge to 
work with us to use every tool they 
have to address the problem. And 
more than pledging, start doing 
something about it now." 

Reno said she had met with repre­
sentatives of the industry earlier in 
the week and had been prepared to 
suggest that they be given a year to 
put their houses in order-until, she 
said, she realized how many times 
they had promised to do so over the 
last two decades. 

She diverged from her prepared 
text to urge the committee to set a 
Jan. 1 deadline, much along the lines 
suggested by Sen. Paul Simon (D­
ill.). And she warned that if "immedi­
ate further voluntary steps are not 
taken, and deadlines set," she would 
encourage legislative action. 

See RENO, Al3, Coll 
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Reno Says Congress Should Regulate 
TV Violence if Broadcasters Won't 

RENO. From Al 

She admitted that such legislation 
would apply only to broadcart net­
works; and that cable could 1ot be 
regulated in the same way. Much of 
the testimony. today from others 
charged that cable and syndicated 
programming are _the worst ,.)ffend­
ers. 

Reno urged advertisers t• "re­
evaluate the· nature of the mes.ages 
they wish to subsidize" and tre in­
dustry to reexamine the progr.uis it 
buys and the times it chooses ta air 
them .. She went so far as to sugiest 
that programs be designed to re:>u­
diate violence. 

The three bills that were the stb- ·. 
ject of yesterday's hearing wodd 
prohibit violent programming durilg, 
hours when children are likely to ll! 
watching; require the FCC to com 
pile a violence report card; and re­
quire warning labels about violem 
content and "unsafe gun practices.'. 
A number of other bills have been in~ 
traduced in the House, but Reno 
said she had not yet reviewed them 
for their constitutionality. 

"The cat is out of the bag in terms· 
of legislation," said one industry offi- · 
cial later, voicing one of the enter­
tainment industry's worst fears. 

Reno made her comments in the 
context of her concerns for children, 
beginning with a plea for more re­
sponsibility by parents· and by the 
educational system. She personal­
ized her testimony, saying, "My 
mother didn't allow our family to 
have a television because she said it 
contributed to mind rot." 

She added, "!think too often 
America has become numb to vio­
lence because it just drowns in it day 
in and day out." 

While she said she did not intend 
to "bash" the networks, and acknowl­
edged that they had taken some pos­
itive action, she said, "They are ex­
tremely small steps. They're little 
itty-bitty steps." 

Robert S. Peck, the legislative 
counsel of the American Civil Liber­
ties Union, later disputed Reno's 
suggestion that there would be no 
constitutional problems for the pend­
ing legislation, saying, "All these 
bills are unconstitutionally vague." 
He said the kind of speech being pro­
hibited must be specified and so far 
the only speech that has stood that 
test is the so-called "seven dirty 
words" prohibited by the Supreme 
'.:»11rt in 1 1_ 978 decision. 

BY RAY LUSTIG-TM£ WASHINGTON POST 

Attorney General Janet Reno works 
on her statement on TV violence 
before testifying In the Senate. 

Peck said other cases that have 
attempted to expand the regulation 
of. prohibited speech have been 
struck down by the federal court of 
appeals in Washington. Earlier, 
when she was asked about those cas­
es by Sen. Larry Pressler (R-S.D.), 
Reno said she was not aware of 
them. 

The Supreme Court has never 
squarely confronted the constitution­
ality of government restrictions on 
the content of televised entertain­
ment. Unlike newspapers and maga­
zines, television has generally been 
more subject to government regula­
tion because the airwaves are con­
sidered a public trust and licensed in 
1 variety of ways. 

The committee, chaired by Sen. 
J:rnest F. Hollings (D-S.C.), gave a 
varm welcome to the witnesses who 
v.ere critical of televised violence, 
v.IJ.ile a panel of industry representa­
ti•es got a much cooler reception. 

"You folks are coming in through 
tre back door," Hollings told them, 
acrling that he had felt he had heard 
it ill before when it came to industry 
pranises of self-regulation. 

''fhere's no education in the sec­
ondkick of a mule," he said. 

Sm. Byron Dorgan {D-N.D.) fol­
lowel in tone, telling the industry 
reprt..sentatives, "You're sounding 
like s11meone who sells cigarettes." 

Earier, Sen. John Danforth (R­
Mo.) slid he was tired of the indus­
try .:c.nst;intlv :10\riing hlac\!.-tie 

awards ceremonies for itself. "l th: 
somebody should sponsor a ~le: 
ceremony," he suggested, with 
eryone dressed as garbage men. 

Hollings surprised CBS Presid. 
Howard Stringer by playing a viri1 
tape of Monday night's episode 
the network's comedy "Love a. 
War" not long after Stringer h 
pointed out that the networf 
schedule had the least violence 
any in 25 years~ ''Nobody dies 
Monday night,• Stringer told 
committee. 

The tape showed a barroom br;. 
that went on at great length. punc 
ated by one character's plea to "sr 
fighting-you're seeing too much 
olence on television." When the . 
tended scene ended, Motion Pictc 
Association President Jack Valer. 
also testifying as part of a panei 
industry representatives, joked ti· 
Stringer had been righc-·'Nobc 
died." 

''Nobody died except the credic 
ity of the panel," shot back Holling 

Stringer, clearly uncomfortab 
said the action was "slapstick. [T 
producer] was satirizing televisi· 
violence," although he admitted tr. 
its airing two days before the he;, 
ing was ''not the most auspicio· 
time for me." Later, he said he h. 
not felt sandbagged. "All's fair 
love and war," he said. 

The committee also heard from 
panel of people urging legislative " 
tion and emphasizing their frustr 
tion at having confronted the iss~. 
over many years to no avail, ch, 
said. 

Catherine A. Belter of the Natic 
al PTA told the senators, "We·· 
been coming before committees ill 
this since 1973. The frustration le· 
el is growing." 

(Coincidentally, the Harvard Pr 
ject on Guns, Violence and Pub; 
Health will announce a program ~ 
day to lobby Hollywood produce 
and writers, government officic; 
and communications and busme.­
leaders as a means of preventing T 
violence.) 

Hollings got an unintention 
laugh when he was talking about tr 
popular MTV program 00Beavis ar. 
Butt-head" but couldn't get t~. 
name right. ''Buffcoat and Beaver 
he called it, but later corrected hu: 
self to more laughter after a sta 
member passed him a note. 

Staff writer facqw:line Trescott 
,~·ontrib?der! ·o ;h·:s ..... :-:-·~ ..... 



FIREARM INJURIES AND COST 

• Firearms are the second leading cause of injury and death in the U.S. 

Firearms are the second most frequent cause of death overall for people 18-34. 

85% of the national hospital cost for firearm injuries are uncompensated. 
Taxpayers pay for this through higher taxes and higher insurance premiums. 

Lifetime Cost: Firearms injuries incurred in 1990 cost $20.4 billion, 
including $17 .5 billion for fatalities, 
$2.8 billion for hospitalized injuries, 
and $100 million for non-hospitalized injuries. 

Ex: In 1992, cardiovascular gunshot wound patients 
average hospitalization cost was $15,000 nationwide. 

[University of California, S.F. School of Nursing, July 1993] 

• Per Person Cost: The average per person cost of a firearm injury is $53,831 
(including fatalities). 85% of that= $45,750 paid by taxpayers!* 

The average per person cost of a fatality, $373,520 is the highest 
of any cause of injury. 85% of that = $317 ,500 paid by tax 
payers!* 

* '93 percentile applied to '91 figures 

[A Report to Congress, Cost of Injury in the U.S., Rice et al. 1991] 

• According to the GOA, approximately 80% of patients who suffer injuries from 
violence are uninsured or eligible for government medical care cost assistance. 

[Journal of Trauma, Initial and Subsequent Hospital Costs of Firearm Injuries. 1992, 
Garen Wintemute, et al.] 

• The overall cost of firearm injuries to our health care system is more than $4 billion. 
[Chair of the 1991 Advisory Council on Social Security] 



Firearms Injury Info: Oct 7, 93 

From Patty Murray's office: 
--They would like some recognition! 

July '93, U. of California S.F. School of Nursing: 

Lifetime cost of firearm injuries incured in 1990 was $20.4 billion, including 
$17 .5 billion for fatalities, $2.8 billion for hospitalized injuries, and $100 million for non­
hospitalized injuries. 

Firearms= 2nd leading cause of injury and death in the U.S. 
=2nd most frequent cause of death overall for people 18-34 years of age. 

1992 Cardiovascular gunshot wound patients average hospitalization cost=$ 15,000 
nationwide. 

Dr. Rivara from U. of Washington at press conference yesterday: 

Seattle 

Cost of gun related injuries =more than $14 billion nationwide. 

More than 80% of cost of gunshot injuries = payed by public funds .. 

Over last seven years, the number and cost of gunshot admissions have 
doubled, from 1 million to 2 million. 

Average cost of gunshot injury admission at Harborview Hospital in Seattle = 
$8,000. (Other states show figures b/w $7,000 and $12,000.) 

Contact: American Academy of Pediatrics 
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WAS'HINGTON (AP} Violence in Ametico. has rtached ejidemic 
propottions and added 113.S billion ro the nation's m1dlca bill 
last year, Surgeo" General Joycelyn Elders said Moffday. 

The administratioo. 's. t~p ~f;_<}j,al of licial told a Hou.~6 
Government Operations Committee panel that the cost of firearm 
injuries alone is nea.rly $3. bi/llon a year. 

For too m;;;n) youn1 peop·ld, she said, "it's easier to I ind a gun 
rn.Jn a good friend, a good teacher, a good school. ' 

She said the 50,000 dtiaths caused by viole11c~ y~.1rly 6Xceeds the 
30,000 who di'1 from AIDS and the 18,000 killed i;,:; ~1 result of .Jrunk 
driving. 

The panel on violence as a public health issue heard from " 
Brooklyn high school student who nid hi~· hospital r.ar~ dfter he 
was shot ;n the: back, including 14 opt!ration.'> and rlic r1mputatio11 of 
., leg, cost more than St m;J/ion. 

"flow many million-dollar bullets will it take heforl' someone 
wetkt!~ up?" as.Ju~d 17-ye~r-old Ralph Green. "Arcn·r the ... e gunshot~ 
loud enough?" 

Frederick D_ A/icy, prc.'iiden( of the lJrookJyn Hr:ispit.1! Center, 
.c:aid 10 perctBnt of hospital ;ulmi!isions iast ye.11 wf'rr• injury 
rdatecl, mos!" from acb of 1110/ence, and ihat c11rc ,.o, 11iole11cc 
11ictims cost !lw ho!:ipicaf ''' {"1a5.t $tJ..!i million. 

Elders said 85 percr.nt of hospital cost~ for trcatmc.'1t of 
f:"rcilrm injurie~ i:; umeimbursed. 

"Our society t~ ~elf dc:itructing as a consequttnr.1: 1>f 11iofonce 
that errgulfs familie.~, neighborhood! and communitic.~," said Rep. 
Ed Towns, D N. Y., chairman of the hmr"m re."i.t>Ur1'..'~!; .Jnd 
intergovernmtmtal rer'ations subcommittee. 

,.,h is ;;n cpide1ru-, thilt is destroying tltt'! live.'> a.1 •'>u;· totmg 
pt:op/~ ano' rmdansering this nation's futur~," ~iJid Hep. Louis 
Stoke.-., D--Ohio. 

Elder:; blamed poverry and the availability of drugs and firearms 
ta young p8oplff as key rcasom· fot the im:reilse in ~·iolenc11_ 

She :;aid 40 percent of all homicides drc rclateCJ· 'o drugs Jml 80 
percent of homicide victims in Washington, D. C h.~d evidence of 
cocaine in their bodit1s 

She also uiticiLcd television and other media, s.J_ving that "by 
porEraying 'liolencc as the normJJI mt!:Jn . .-. nf conflict rf!solution, tlie 
mP.did give~ youth thtJ mes~agc iflat violence is .~r.r:i;.,lfy acct:ptable. 
'cool. ' Jttd the bft .. t w.ry to rtJso/ve problems " 

Another 17 ytMr ol<i, Shattde Edward!i of Baltimorr., tostificd 
that .<>h~ had grown up .fieeing plftoplc kWed and figl1ti.1y, m1tir dmp,.'>. 
"! SJ w violt11ru:f'. .<><> I cho.-;e vinlttnclf as .? wa_y of lif-~ '' :;be ~·aid. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TV Violence: Hill May Not Wait 
For More fudustry Action 

Sen. Paul Simon, D­
ill., a longtime de­
fender of free 

speech rights, flipped on 
his television in a hotel 
room in La Salle County 
after a long day on the 
campaign trail in 1984 
and knew he had seen 
enough: a per~on being 
murdered wit.h a chain 

grammers seem amenable 
to the watchdog group 
idea, but Hollywood writ­
ers and producers are in­
censed: They fear a re­
vival of the climate of 
censorship that envel­
oped the industry from 
1922 to 1945 when the 
Motion Picture Produc­
ers and Distributors of 

saw. America, run by ent.er-
I t was a scene so tainment lawyer and for-

grisly and devoid of mer Postmaster General 
entertainment value that Will H. Hays, required a 
it drove the former news- "purity seal" on all pro-
paperman, upon his elec- ductions. 
tion, to take a lead role in For an industry accus-
reining in television vio- tomed to fending off at-
lence, even at the risk of tacks from the political 
being a liberal accused of right over depicti1Jns of 
advocating censorship. MARILYNGATES·D•v1s explicit sex on television, 

In 1990, President Studies show a link between TV violence and street violence. Congress, it is all the more shocking 
George Bush signed into which may not be satisfied with recent industry measures, has struggled to Hollywood that liber­
law a provision Simon to address the problem without trampling First Amendment rights. als such as Simon would 
authored that gave the major broad- be asking them to relinquish control 
cast. networks three years to take vol- over their product. 
unt.:uy steps to curb depict.ions of "We are opposed t.n an~· cnmmis-
hlood and gore on American telcvisio11 sion made of mortals wh<> are going tn 
screens. In ,June. Hollywood re- tell creative people what. is right or 
Hponded to that effort by promising tu wrong," said ,Jack Valenti, president 
tone down TV violence and air new of the Motion Picture Association of 
advisories about programs unsuitable America. He denounced what he 
for children. called "this gradual, slow, remorseless 

But judging by the fall lineup of intrusion by the government into the 
legislation introduced that would fur- content of tele•;ision." 
ther curb violence on TV, Congress is But many outside Congress fear 
not about to let the industry off that worries Simon and others who are wary political momentum could force the 
easily. of trampling First Amendment rights. issue to its extreme and lead to legisla-

Lawmakers eager to cast votes "The answer really rests with the tion so broad as to restrict TV con-
against violence will have plenty of industry," said Simon. Hollywood, he tent. 
opportunities to do so this fall, rang- said, "has to make a greater show of Because there is simply no political 
ing from one bill giving the Federal seriousness than has been shown up to constituency in Congress for violence 
Communications Commission (FCC) this point." · on television, lawmakers are left with 
the power to define "violence" t.o an- Simon does not want. legislat.ion little reason to vote against any bill 
other requiring television sets to in- and has hinted that he would oppose that purports to curb it. Martin D. 
elude a computer chip that would al- bills that go too far. Instead, he wants Franks, Washington vice president for 
low viewers to block objectionable TV the industry to take voluntary steps, CBS Inc., said he harbors an "apoca-
shows. including setting up a citizens' group lyptic" fear that lawmakers will roll 

The bottom line for TV executives: to monitor the level of violence on the array of bills pending in Congress 
Unless they take further voluntary television. He also calls for self-re- on the iss11e into one big measure to 
steps, beyond their new parental straint by writers and producers, more restrain TV. 
warnings, lawmakers will he all the more leadership on the issue from execu- "Other than Paul Simon, I cannot 
eager to step in - a possibility that. tives and the elimination of violence- find a single member who has even 

laden promotions for television shows. suggested he might oppose [television 
By Mike Mills Many broadcasters and cable pro- violence] legislation," Franks said. "At 
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GOVERNMENT & COMMERCE 

Congress and TV: A Chronology 
1950s - Rise in youth crime and juvenile de­
linquency prompts congressional hearings on 
television violence. 

• June 1952: First congressional hearings on violence 
in radio and television and its impact on children 
and youth are held by House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Subcommittee. 

• 1954: Sen. Estes Kefauver, D-Tenn., chairs hear­
ings of Judiciary Subcommittee to Investigate Juve­
nile Delinquency on role of TV shows in youth 
crime. Networks say no link. 

1960s - Urban violence prompts more con­
gressional hearings and government funding of 
research on TV violence. 

• 1961: Kennedy administration Federal Communi­
cations Commission Chairman Newton N. Minow 
tells National Association of Broadcasters that 
American TV is a "vast wasteland." 

• 1967: University of Pennsylvania begins monitoring 
television programming. 

• 1969: Formation of Boston -based Found at ion to 
Improve Television. 

• Sept. 23, 1969: Report of National Commission on 
the Causes and Prevention of Violence cites TV vio­
lence as contributor to society's violence problem. 

1970s - Surgeon general's study prompts 
more congressional hearings; academic studies 
proliferate; court cases examine liability of TV in 
cases of real violence. 

• 1972: Surgeon general's report on violence cites 
evidence of link between screen violence and aggres­
sive behavior. 

• 1975: National PTA adopts resolution demanding 
that networks and local TV stations reduce the 
amount of violence in programs and commercials 
(reaffirmed in 1989). 

• 1976: American Medical Association's House of Del­
egates calls TV violence an "environmental hazard." 

• 1979: In Zamora u. CBS et al., parents of a Florida 
15-year-old convicted of murdering a neighbor sue all 
three networks, unsuccessfully, for negligence in fail­
ing to prevent him from being incited to imitate TV. 

1980s - Reagan-era deregulation gives me­
dia free rein; cable TV, VCRs and rise of indepen­
dent networks diminish power of networks to 
control violence on TV. 

• 1980: Founding of National Coalition on Television 
Violence. 

• 1982: National Institute of Mental Health study 
says there is a clear consensus on link between TV 
violence and aggression. 

• September 1984: Attorney General's Task Force 
on Family Violence says evidence is overwhelming 
that TV violence contributes to real violence. 

• 1984: American Academy of Pediatrics Task Force 
on Children and Television cautions physicians and 
parents that TV may promote aggression. 

• 1985: American Psychological Association Commis­
sion on Youth and Violence notes research showing 
link between TV violence and real violence. 

1990s - Networks issue a joint statement of 
policies on TV violence, made possible by an anti­
trust exemption passed by Congress. Anti-vio­
lence advocates step up pr•~ssure. 

• 1990: Simon-Glickman Television Violence Act 
gives three major networks an antitrust exemption 
so they can formulate joint policy on violence. 

• 1991: Minow declares: "In 1961, I worried that my 
children would not benefit much from television, 
but in 1991 1 worry that my children will actually be 
harmed by it." 

• 1992: American Psychological Association study 
shows research on link to real violence is ignored 
and calls for federal policy to protect society. 

• Dec. 11, 1992: Days before House hearings, the 
three major networks release joint policy on vio­
lence and agree to hold an industrywide confer­
ence. 

• June 30, 1993: The four major TV networks an­
nounce their agreement to air parental advisories 
when shows the networks deem violent are aired. 
Fifteen major cable networks announce July 29 that 
they will join in the policy. 

SOURCE CO Researcher. "TV Violence.·· by Charles S. Clark. March 26. 1993 

the moment I assume everything 
could be law by Columbus Day." 

Forty Years of Debate 

the late 1940s, as many as 3,000 stud­
ies have examined links between TV 
violence and real violence. (Box, this 
page) 

broader links between TV and actual 
violence. 

For the last 40 years, the issue has 
waxed and waned in the public con­
sciousness, with Congress threatening 
to legislate tough content controls and 
the b;:oadcast industry promising self­
restraint. The proliferation of TV com­
petitors, from cable television to satel­
lite channels to rental videos, has only 
boosted pressure on Congress to act. 

The average American child 
watches 8,000 murders and 100,000 
acts of violence before finishing ele­
mentary school, according to a much­
cited study by the American Psycho­
logical Association. 

Since the advent of television in 

One of the most controversial, a 
1972 report by the U.S. surgeon gen­
eral, concluded that there is a causal 
relationship bet ween TV violence and 
acts of violence, but only in children 
presupposed to be aggressive. Since 
then, other studies have found 
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Attention is only magnified by a 
congressional deadline set in the 1990 
provision by Simon. The provision, 
which was attached to a federal judge­
ships bill (PL 101-650), gave the 
broadcast networks a three-year anti­
trust waiver allowing them to get to­
gether and agree on voluntary steps to 
reduce violence on television. That 
waiver expires Dec. 1. (1990 Almanac, 
p. 374) 

In response, the four major net­
works - NBC, ABC, CBS and Fox -
on June 30 announced their agree­
ment to air parental advisories when 
shows the networks deem violent are 
aired. The 15 major cable networks 
announced July 29 they would join in 
the policy. 

It was the most television has ever 
bowed to congressional pressure in 40 
years of debate on the issue. But crit­
ics immediately dismissed the adviso­
ries as merely a token gesture. For 1nw 
thing, ·the programmers themselves 
will be responsible for deciding which 
shows merit warning labels. And chil­
dren's programs or morning talk 
shows such as "Oprah" or "Geraldo" 
would not be affected, only shows air­
ing during night!:-· prime-time sched­
ules. 

The 'V·Chip' 
Edward .J. Markey, D-Mass., chair­

man of the House Energy and Com­
merce Subcommittee on Telecom­
munications and Finance, called the 
parental advisories "a good first step." 

He then introduced a second step: 
a hill (HR 2888) t.hat would require 
every new television set sold in the 
United States to he equipped with a 
computer chip that would allow view­
ers to disable their TVs from receiving 
programs that are given a "V" rating 
by broadcasters or cable programmers 
to warn parents of the show's violent 
content. 

The bill straddles the edge of con­
gressional control over program con­
tent. It does not require that broad­
casters or cable operators send the 
electronic signal needed to allow tele­
visions to automatically block V -rated 
programs. 

But should broadcasters refuse to 
do so, the Markey bill stipulates, the 
device still would give consumers the 
option of blocking out channels and 
time slots of any programs they deem 
too violent. 

Markey's bill has won endorse­
ments by such luminaries as former 
Kennedy administration FCC Chair­
man Newton N. Minow and cable in-
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dustry titan Ted Turner. 
"Unless you keep the gun pointed 

to their heads, all you'll get is 
mumbly, mealy-mouthed B.S.," 
Turner testifed at a Markey hearing 
this summer. Television industry offi­
cials, he added, "just hope the subject 
will go away." 

Critics of the Markey plan range 
from broadcast and movie-industry 
executives who fear a loss of advertis­
ing revenues to TV ·violence oppo­
nents who say many families either 
cannot afford new televisions or lack 
the skills to program their sets to 
block certain programs. Even Peggy 
Charren, the children's television ad-

vocate who along with Markey 
prompted Congress to enact new pro­
gram standards for children's televi­
sion, said she opposes any congres­
sional action on the violence issue, 
preferring instead that parents simply 
shut televisions off. 

George Gerbner, dean emeritus at 
the University of Pennsylvania's 
Annenberg School for Communica­
tion, who since 1967 has conducted 
the longest continuing surveys of tele­
vision violence, called the V-chip "a 
terrible idea" because it does not re­
duce the amount of violent programs. 

"To say we should trust the indus­
try to flag programs they think are too 
violent is kind of silly. It's like the fox 
guarding the chicken coop," Gerbner 
said. 

Rather, he said, violence can be re­
duced only by applying government, 
marketplace and interest-group pres­
sures on the industry to offer more 
diverse types of programming rather 
than appealing to the basest mass­
market interests. 

Markey's proposal, while perhaps 
the most visible, is by no means with­
out competition. 

Time-Slot Restrictions 
On Aug. 5, the day Markey intro­

duced his bill, Senate Commerce, Sci­
ence and Transportation Chairman 
Ernest F. Hollings, D-S.C., offered a 
bill (S 138:3) that would direct the 
FCC to limit violent programs to cer­
tain time slots when children will be 
least likely to be watching, much as 
the agency now limits "indecent" 
broadcasts. Several courts, including 
the U.S. Supreme Court, have upheld 
the FCC's right to restrict what it 
deems indecent.. 

Hollings calls his bill "the least. re­
strictive means by which we can limit 
children's exposure to violent pro­
gramming." 

Other bills include efforts by: 
•Sen. Byron L. Dorgan. D-N.D., and 

Rep. Richard J. Durbin, D-111., that 
would require the FCC to file quar­
terly "violence report. c;irds"' t.o pro· 
vide the publi·: with information 
about the frequency of violence by 
each television program and its spon­
sors (S 973, HR 2159). 

•Rep. John Bryant. D-Texas. (HR 
2837) that would require the FCC to 
establish standards of acceptable lev­
els of violence on television and radio 
shows, including cartoons. 

Television industry executives say 
the Bryant effort treads the closest 
toward government control of televi­
sion content. 

•Joseph P. Kennedy II, D-Mass., 
(HR 2756) that would require the FCC 
to set up a toll-free number for the 
public to call with complaints, com­
ments, and suggestions regarding tele­
vision violence. The FCC would be re­
quired to publish summaries of the 
comments quarterly and to forward 
them to the cable or broadcast station 
that aired the violent program. 

The comments and complaints 
would be weighed when broadcasters' 
licenses are up for renewal. 

•Rep. Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., 
(HR 2609) that would set up a presi­
dential commission to report within 
one year on ways to curb TV violence. 
The group would include the U.S. sur­
geon general, attorney general, repre-
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sentatives from the entertainment in­
dustry, crime and education experts 
and parents. 

Hollywood Is Adamant 
Rather than face the wrath ol re­

strictive legislation, Gerbner predicts 
that the television industry - broad­
casters, cable executives, producers 
and writers - will soon take further 
voluntary steps toward curbing TV vi­
olence. 

"The leaders of the industry are 
going to do what they can to avoid any 
kind of legislation," Gerbner said. "It 
seems to me that as long as they move 
forward and provide some evidence of 
progress, there's only a very slight 
chance of any other legislation going 
through." 

But Valenti is adamant that no 
such further "progress" is warranted. 
He continues tu dismiss decades of 
studies pointing to what most academ­
ics involved with the issue now take as 
a given: that TV violence dues have an 
impact on the aggressive behavior of 
those who view it. 

Valenti maintains that there is lit­
tle gratuitous violence on night.time 
television, save for perhaps the occa­
sional movie of the week. Network of­
ficials agree, and are promoting their 
new fall schedules as containing few, if 
any, examples of the kinds of violence 
critics rail against. 

Faulting 'Porous' Research 
"The research as we have exam­

ined it is very porous, very loosely fi­
bered and dues not withstand scru­
tiny," Valenti said. "It's a terrible 
dilemma. I want to respond to what 
Congress is saying, but where, first 
of all, is this violence taking place? 
And what is the definition of 'vio­
lence'?" 

Simon and other critics of TV vio­
lence liken Valenti's dismissal of the 
correlation between television violence 
and street crime to the tobacco indus­
try's practice of disputing research 
linking smoking with cancer. 

Simon has been talking with 
Valenti and others in the industry, but 
the senator i!'. not optimistic about be­
ing able to fend off restrictive legisla­
tion by crafting new voluntary steps to 
curb violent programming. 

"All or none of these [bills] might 
pass," Simon said at a rare meeting of 
industry representatives and TV vio­
lence critics Aug. 2. "I can tell you 
that none of the sponsors of these ini­
tiatives is losing votes back home with 
these ideas." • 

GOVERNMENT & COMMERCE 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Bill Outlines Strategy for Gore's 
Government Efficiency Plan 
White House proposal to 'reinvent' bureaucracy 
would be guided through maze of committees 

V ice President Al Gore will unveil 
his critique of the federal bureau­

cracy Sept. 7, but neither chamber of 
Congress is ready to "reinvent govern­
ment." 

Roughly half of Gore's suggestions 
for cutting red tape, im­
proving service and lower­
ing costs require some 
congressional action, a 
draft of Gore's final report 
indicates. The rest can be 
accomplished by the exec­
utive branch, a process 
President Clinton has 
promised to start the day 
Gore's report is released. 

The main hurdle may be lawmak­
ers who have made careers out of de­
fending some of the programs that 
Gore wants to reinvent. Weeks before 
Gore's report was to be released, law­
makers launched a number of pre­

emptive strikes against 
moves that Gore's staff 
was considering. 

Because the proposals 
cross virtuallv everv con­
gressional -cumro"ittee's 
turf, enacting them could 

For example, when 
Sen. Ernest F. Hollings, 
D-S.C., learned that a 
Gore aide had recom­
mended deregulating the 
mar1t1me industry, he 
quickly introduced a bill 
to hold off such a move 
until another special com· 
mission studied the indus­
trv. Al Gore 

- Other lawmakers in­
serted provisions in various appropria­
tions bills t.o prevent. the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms from 
being consolidated with the FBI and to 
bar the Agriculture Department from 
closing Forest Service field offices - two 
proposals considered by Gore. 

be a procedural nightmare. To sim­
plify the task, the Senate Govern­
mental Affairs Committee has pro­
posed using a new commission and 
special procedural rules to bring 
Gore's recommendations to the House 
and Senate in a single package. 

The committee's proposal, which is 
expected to be placed on the Senate 
calendar soon, has bipartisan support 
and the administration's belated 
blessings. Senate Majority Leader 
George J. Mitchell, though, said in an 
interview Sept.. I that he has not de­
cided whet.her to support such an ap­
proach. 

House leadership aides from both 
parties say there has been little dis­
cussion of how to handle Gore's re­
port. The House Government Opera­
tions Committee, which claims at least 
a share of the jurisdiction over govern­
ment streamlining, has no bill in the 
works akin to its Senate counterpart's 
proposal. 

There is some sentiment in the 
House for Jetting the Senate take the 
first step. There is skepticism, too, 
about the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee's ability to push its pro­
posed commission through the Senate. 

By Jon Healey 

Another potential hurdle is the dif­
ference between the Democrats' vision 
of reinventing government and the 
Republicans'. As Gore states in his re­
port, the Democrats' goal is to make 
government do what it does better. 
Republicans, on the other hand, are 
mainly interested in making govern­
ment do fewer things. 

Said Rep. Henry J. Hyde, R-111., 
"Nobody yields power gracefully, and 
the Democrats have all the power. So 
based on that, one must look with a 
magnifying glass at every word that 
they propose as reform." 

The draft circulated in the last 
week of August included more than 
110 separate proposals that touched 
every federal agency. The final report 
drops some of those proposals, yet it. is 
expected to recommend enough sub­
stantial changes to cut spending by 
tens of billions of dollars over five 
years - much of it by thinning the 
ranks of management in the federal 
government. 
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1V·Violence 
\rill Hul(i·unod tone it down - or face rt?RUlation? 

HE A\.ER.\GE A/\IER~C..\;-.; CHILD \ti\TCHES 8,000 

murder~ and 100.000 acts or violence before 

fir.=shin~ ~lementary school - th:mks to the miracle 

of tele\·i~i.,,n. Suggestions or :i link berween 

m:ike-hdie\·e T\' \'iolence and aggression in real life have 

been raised sin~:e tele\'ision·s formative ye:irs in the 1950s -

and always dismissed hy the TV industry. But recently the 

three major nen\'orks signed a first-ever joint statement 

outlining prJctit:~s aimed at reducing violence, and the cable, 

\'ideo and film industries are showing signs of cooperating. 

Somt' in Congress are encouraged :ind maintain hopes that 

change \\'ill ~ome about \'Olunrarily, without the need for 

federJI re1..tulation. But anti-violen<:e acti\'iSts and scholars of 

tde\·ision alTllSt' the industry of merely paying lip service to 

tht" problem 

::, 
t ... 
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TV\tlence 

THE ISSUES 

Tie youns gunshot victim in rhe 
BoslOn hospital emergency room 
:asronished his d0ct~. He ex­

pressed surprix th:u hi.s wound ac­
tually hun. 

·1 thoulht bo~·. he"s real!}· srupid. 
:an~i>ud)' knows WI if )"OU sec shol ifs 
BOing to hun. ·· realled Dr. Deborah 
Produow-Slith. assoc:iare dean of the 
H:an":lrd Universif)· School of Public 
Health and aulhor of a rccm1 book on 
violena:. "Bur ii dawned on me that 
wha1 he sees on celeviSion is th:at when 
the superhero sets shOl in rhc arm. he 
uxs that arm to hold onto a tNck soing 
BS miles an hour around a comer. He 
overcomes rhc driver and shoots a cou­
ple of hundred people while he's :.tit" 1 

With American children glued ro 
lhe 1V for :an :aver.age of 27 hours 
each •-eek (in lhe inner ciry it's often 
11 hours per .day>. &he Amcrian Psy­
choloaical Associ:alion <APA> now es­
tim:ates that :a typical child will watch 
8.000 murders :and 100,000 acts of 
Violence before finishing elementa­
ry IChool. 

But in 1991 alone there were 25.000 
murders in the Unired Scates. Coming 
:at a time when lhe homicide rate is ris· 
ing six times fa.seer than the population, 
a longstanding debate - docs TV vio­
lence c:ause :actual violence? - has tak­
en on a new ursency. ' 

•There has never been a situation 
like Ibis." George Getbner. dean 
emerirus of the University of Pennsyl­
vania's Annenbers School of Commu­
nicarions, told a congressional panel 
in DKember. Children ··st.art viewing 
as infants. Most of the srories lhey 
hear are nor told by the parents. the 
school. the church, neighbors. They 
arc told by a tundful of conglomer­
ates who have somcrhing to sell." 1 

The stories lh~ tell in livmg rooms 

- bringing an arny of feature-lcnsth 
maviies into the home. MTbe access 
to vimence is different nowadays.·· 
uys Edward Donneraein. a professor 
ot communications ar the University 

· ol CaUfomia-Santa Barban. MTherc"s 
lou ol unsupervised 1V-w.arching. 
and households often have two 1Vs." 

Also new is a trend toward Mrali­
ty-bued" made-for-TV movies and 
r.abloid news and Yideo shows ("Top 
Cops," ·Hard Copy," MA Cunent ,,,_ 
&it" and "I 'llilness Video") t 
on aaua.I news events, many ol them 
involving re~ts of real 
aimes or replays ot aca.aal violence 
c::apN.red on tape by amateur camcor­
der operators. Still ocher violeN 
ages come from promoliom 

. commerda1s for feature films. many 
ol diem R-nled. A New York psycho­

. across die country are u familiar as Ar· lherapisr recendy wroce In McCllJJ's 
nold "The Terminator'' Schwuzmea- map.zinc about haw bis 1 I 
ger taunting. "Ham la vista, baby," or dausfuer bad trouble sleeping afcer 
Oinr "Dil1y Hany" EaSlwood powlins, lhe wu confrorued - durina a 
MMake my day ... A lull 25 perc:em of lhe "'family" program - by an advenile­
prime-lime shows in lhe 1992 fall .ea- mau showing the lmifyin1 tluher 
IOn contained '"Very Yiolenl'' material, Preddy KNeser &om "Ni&hmwe on 
according to the National Co81itic>n on Elm Sllftl. • • 
Television VIOience (NC'IV), a Cham- Today's blah-teeh violence -
paip. 111.-bued IDDCUlorinl and ~ acbieved easily Mb cocnpulCrized 
cacy poup. (S.1111, p. J6BJ .,,ecil) effeas- ii aimed ar a IOphilli-

The year 1992 ace an Ukime . cared young audience widl inaeuina· 
record for violence In cbDdreft'• ly blah a:pecwionl for sapid-paced 
shows - 32 violent am per bour. aaion. Hence a major IOUl'Ce ol the 
That compares' wilh six violent ac:a problem as measured by &nli-¥iolence 
per hour during prime lime, accord- advocates is lhe pen:nnial I 
ing to researchers at the Univerliry of smashing on children's ca.noons. Ana­
Pennsylvania. The nighdy cl09e ol Uonal llUnef ol elemenlary school 
splanering blood, rapes, car wrecks teachers f0und lhar the popular M Tcen­
and screamina viaiml on 1V tripled age Mutant Ninia TwUes" causes con­
during lhe 19805, acc:ordin8 to lhe fusion between fanwy and raliry. 
American Acadany of Pediatrics. "'Several children really lhousht il was 
(Sft story p. I '70.) OK to use physical violence with ocher 

What sets today's TV apatt from children because (the rwdeSJ do &hat," 
the 1960s and, say, the routine ma- a teacher reported. ' 
chine-gun volleys of Chicago mob- Children in the inner dry, who 
sters and FBI agents on "The dodge bullets on the way home from 
Untouchables" is the prolifenlion ·of school, are most affected by the culture 
formats - cable, pay-per-view, VCRs of TV violence, says Leonard Eron, a 
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Prime Time, High Violence 
Pnmt'-lllnt' n· t-l<Nt'llO' bas mt·rw1SC•d marlt:«l(r sine' 1980, ..... l/w 11110 
must 1'ful('11t shows t•ucb 1'l7:1stf.'tt'd cm(l' .l:Z iucu.ients o/ lliolrnc• /J'r boMr. Jn 
/C)IU 1md 199~. Sft'<"rr•I pmf!.rtlms ,,,,.""'up murr tban 40 lliolnlt incidfttls 

·{Wf' buftr. I«/ hy thf! acliur1-pnclttd fomtg J11diana jo11a. ... .,., 
EnrM C.lll 

Shrtriff Lohn c 221 

Fall 1914 

HarntnC'r CSS l 
A·TC''m IS..I 
V ISZ> 

Fall 1992 

Youna Indiana Jones"C60> 
Ccwinacon Crall C4S> 

BJ a dw llnr 1171 
Han IO Han 1171 . 
11w Incredible Hu& l 1'11 
Chartic"11 AnM.:b· l l-t 1 

Ma11 Houi11nn c .fOI 

env-:r-Up UtU 

The Hal Squad (42) 

Raven (42) 

Ansel 5uecs (41) 

Hill Sr~ UluC'~ c I 1 I 

\.CJla• t IJ) 

fall Gul· cJ71 
A1nr.ulf «'31 
Hun1cr 1J.S1 

Top C.opa (J8) 

FBI: The Ulllold Scariea (28) 
Final Appal (Z7) 

'."icM 'll"olfC' I 111 

Dukes nl Hazard I 11 ) 
SlR'C'f H:a-.·k 1 Jl> Seem Service (24) 

Sam.TO.- fl Mn.. Kini C.5 I> The CamnUah (17) 

Sul•l"Ct' .'l:dr1ot1ol <."uolmon "" Tm"Uiun '"iolnlc• 

University of ~ichig:in fMYChology 
professor :ind lonstime researcher. on 
lV violence. ·The child "1111'ho has hccn 
warching progr:ims •ith prim:arily 
aggrcssi\·e content comes :iway with 
the imp~ion chat the wortd is :1 jun· 
ale &:aught With. dangerous threats. 
and the only w:ay to survive is to be on 
lhe:imck:·· 

Bur the pcxenrial impacr on young 
vinoeB. according ro Han-:ard Univer­
liry dcveloprnaml psychologist Ron-· 
aid G. Slaby. aocs ~yond increasing 
rhe so-aUcd aggressor arecr <rhe 
heighlened likelihood of violenr be­
ha\"ior). Younpers also experience a 
vicrim efl'ecr Cincre:ased fe:irfulness 
ahour ~ming :a victim l :ind a hy­
sunder effect (incrnscd allousness 
1oward ''iolence directed al others>. • 

In Congress and among adv0e2cy 
groups across rhe polirial speruum. 
alarmed citizens have 12ken up TV 
violence as a mobilizing issue. Fair· 
flCSS and Accur:icy in Reporting. a 
New York Ciry-based libef'21 group. 
led a campaign lhis J:inuary 10 pres­
sure rhe NBC 1elev1S1on network 10 

aar 3 public service :announcemeni 
ahour domesric violence during cov­
er:ige of lhe Superho9."1. caling some 

168 CQ Rrsrarcb" 

•udics asserting that Violence in­
ac:ues on the day of the big pme. 
MWc are ouuascd!" 1hoU\.. :S full-page 
ads in newspapers across lhe coumry 
placed this February by lhe Tupelo, 
Mi.ss.-based Amcric:an Family Assoc:ia· 
lion. The consetYative group aaac:ked 
movies, records, music Wleos and 
lV ~r pro&rury, nudi~. aa, vio­
lence and killings, uking, "'Is il any 
wonder violence ii epidemic:r' 

The public appears to aaree 
there's a. problem. A TkDcs Mirror 
poll released March 23 found dw 72 
percenr of AmeriCans dUnk 1V eftller· 
cainmcnt shows ex>nrain roo much vi­
olence. And a 1990 Gallup Poll 
showed 63 percenr agreeing thar 1V 
shows that· depicr crime and violence 
encourage crime. 

lV executives haven't ignored the 
complainrs. This December, NBC. CBS 
and ABC produced an unprecedenled 
;c>inl staremcnr "utlininB their policies 
inrended ro minimize Violence and keep 
ii in proper conrext (SM below). Bur the 
nerworks also ~irerared rheir decades­
old reburul of the body or research 
linking 1V violence ro real violence, 
and blamed cable and independenl 
Sl:llJOnS for most or rhe violence. ·or 

the 10 mosr-warched progr:ams on rele­
vision among children :and recnagers. 

. eight are siruarion comedies. which do 
nor contain any violence." Rosalyn 
Weinman, vic'c prcsidenl for standards 
and practices al NBC, 10ld the Hou.4'e 
Judiciary Subconuniaec on Crime :ind 
Criminal Justice Dec. 1 S. 

lndusuy vererans also maintain thar 
the coment of programminS has been 
and always wiU be in the hands of the 
public. "Television and motion pic­
rures are nwkec-c;lriven ... ays Del 
Reisman, president of the Wrirers Guild 
of America, West. '1f people don'r so. 
lhe piaure won't be made."' 

Civil libenarians baYe weished in 
seek.ins to discourase Consreu from 
interfering with Finl Amendmenl 
rights. "TV ~ks are ftte to make 
lheir awn decisions," uys Rohen Peck, 
bead of lhe Wuhinaton cflice of the 
American CMl Ubenies Union (AC.U). 
If lhe television lndumy ii toninS 
down violence "'in response IC con­
sressionaJ pressuae, we're concerned ... 

Finally, defenders of the c:wrent 
1V menu point out chat violence has 
been a caunl element ol human· 
drama for cemuries. "'Of coune lhere 
was blood In fairy tales, pe in my­
lhology, murder in Shakespeare," re­
llOdl Gerbner. "'II II a violeru world. 

"'Bui. lhe bislDrical, limised. individ­
ually crafled. ICleatvely med and of­
- a:agic qmbolic violence has been 
swamped by 'happy Yiolcnce,' Pfl> 
ducecl on lhe drumtic assembly liM 
and disdwacd Imo lhe mainslream of 
our culture. Happy Violence shows no 
pain or ngic consequences. 11 is a 
swift and easy dramatic IOlulion IO 
many problans, emplo)'ed by good 
charaaen as much u bad. and always 
le2ding IO a happy endina·" 

Whether big changes cake place in 
1ef C'Yision violence will hinge laraely 
on the following issues: 

~· lilftllslofl vlolnlc~ lllUI lo 
rYol nolnC~l . 

Jn the mid-1980s. 13-ye:ir-old Juan 
Valdez of Manteca, Calif. confessed lo 

..... 

( 



munlL"rin.l! .1 lnL·mJ", falhL"r. lfanni.: 
l\id.;1:d ... 1;.ihhc:d. tx'JIL'n anc.J diol\L·d 
rhc: nun w11h ;1 du~ dum. ·rhc: ho~· wa" 
;asl\L·d why he:- ;abo pourc:-d ,;ah on rhc 
\'ll1nn·, wounds. "Oh. I Jon·r know:· 
he rL'l"liL'c.J. "I ju,1 ~c:-n 11 un l'\' .. • 

·The su~cstc:'ll link h1.'l\\'L"\.'n snull­
..C.:rn-n \'iolc:-rll"c and llc:-sh-;md-hlooJ 
\'ioh:m:L" i.o; (>c:'fhaps 1hc:- me isl c:-x:ammc:-c.J 
or snc:iolojlical quC'StiUn.'i. Ir has 
pntmptt'd :a:o; many as j.000 sfUdiL"S in 
lhc p;ls& four· cJ«:adc:"S in numt'ntUs 
L'lmnrric:"S. lhou,.:h only :a lew hundred 
han: :ac.l&·d nL'w information. · 

In :a wiJc: r.anjlt' ul SUf\"C')'S oanu fidd 
and l:ahor.aro~· saucJics. n:~:an:ht'rs ha\·e 
C:1;10llllnJ lht' R.';Jl110no; or L"hikJrcn 10 

""'C'll~ sho,,.·in~ a man wht, Jlc:'L.'" rt'w:ud­
L'll w1rh l·:and,· if llL' punl·~s :m inlbr· 
ahlL· "Doho thc:- "·lo"·n" ~:andup ror 
Thcr li;,,·c:- "·omp:art'tl c:hik.lrt'n s "Jll:rcs· 
"i'~"-ss :afrc:r rh~· tu''C' ~ "ho"'" 
c::an1kin lumh;u fe:arurin1t liuflS liunny·. 
\i'nody \l'nod~c:ker :and Tom :and )t'rr)' 
and JlL't\llL'r shows such :as "La. ... ,it' ... 
Th~· h:a\'t' elt:lmint'tl tht' incrt':a~ in ho· 
milick r.art"s immt'di:Ht'ly followinjt tdt'· 
\'isnl hoxin~ m:ncht'S. Tht'y h:a\·c 
C"Umincd the incre-.1.~ in ~icidc r:ares 
fnllnwintt T\" dr.am:as :at'KJu1 suiliue. 
Tht'y ha,·e t'lt:lmincd ch2nftt's in the ho­
mi1:ick r.art':o; in LUmmunitiL'S lh:u sud· 
dcnly :acqui~ &cle,·i.,iCJn. Olli. in 
ap:anhC'id·JlU\~nec.l South Afrk:a :and :an 
i.'iol:m~d C:an:adi:an 10\\TI in lhe 1970s 
lschnbrs d1n..aencd ii -~u1e.·n. 

The" upshot. oa,·cordinl' 10 a \'arit'ly 
or CX~ft.'i and ad\'UC':llCS. i.s ;an over· 
•·helminjl '-onscna;us of M>me L-:lus:al 
effect. •·ith mc:asur:ahle incre2.~ of 
j-1 S pcrccnl. ·~ In 1hc ••ords of :a re· 
cent Amcric:an Psychologic:al Associ:i­
tion <APAI repon. "the accumulated 
rese:arch clc-.arly demoru;1r:a1es :a corre· 
l:11ion hct•:ttn · vie":in~ violence and 
a~fUe\Si\·e hcha\'ior - lh:a1 is. hc:J\'y 
\'!ewers he-have' more :aggn.·ss1\·cly 
th:an lijtht '"'"· .\"ers ... " 

Th:it summation w:.~ echoed hy :a 
nt'w ':111onJI R1:,c:Jrch Council study of 
,·mlence. whil'h ;1lso assened 1ha1 no· 
11.'nl offendc."r.- art' "·haral'lt'rJZC'd tw a low 
IQ. hullnns;:. h\'pt"'r.JCl 1\·irv low t'mp.1 · 

lh\". crr.1ric disclipine. neglect. lade of 
nunuranl·e and "abnonnally frequen1 
,.~,\·inJ: of violence on television."' 1 

l!ni,~rsiry of Washington psychia­
tnsr lir.andon S. Ccnccnnll. writing last 
June:" in Tbe journal of'"' Amnicon 
·'''"'''"'Association, reponed that lhc 
:arri\'al uf television in South Africa co-
inL'iu~ Wilh a doubling of the murder 
r:ate. During the "critical period" of pre· 
;adulc.r.cenl childhood. he aplained. 
cxpo~ure to 1V violence has a panicu· 
tart~· profound impact: -Whereas in· 
f:ant.!i h:ave an lnstinaive desire to 
imit:ate observed human behavior, Ibey 
do noc possess an instina for puainl a 
priori whether a behavior ouatu to be 
imi1:ued. They will imira1e anytbina." 

The Universiry of Michigan's Leon­
ard En>n. who chairs the APA Co~· 
siun on Violence and Youth, has spent 
36 ~·c.-:ars researching lV violence. His 
unique longitudinal ICUdies beginning 
in 1960 traced the same ll'OUP ol 87S 
ho)'.!i :and girls &om age 8 to age 50, ex· 
amining crime rates and penonaJ char­
;acteristics. He found that those who 
watched matt violent lV were con­
victed or more serious crimes, Were 
more :aggressive under lhe influence of 
alcohol ;and more ohen used violence 
10 punish lheir own children, who in 
tum showed signs ol aaresaivenels. 
"Wh:at o::: learns about Ufe from lbe 
crlevi.'iion screen seems ID be nmmil· 

ted to lht' nr.ict Rl"Ol"r.ation ... Eron soay-s. 
To expens such 3.'i Eron. Donna­

stein and Sl;1bv. "the scientific dch:ak­
is over" on lhe effects of TV \io­
lenc:e. and ii is time to mO\'C' on 1a 

decide what should be done". &· 
cause of quibbles by ;a f~· n:a~-u~­
ers, who argue tha1 mc-.&Surcd ~rt'CIS 
are roo small or dle .elated :anti·liO­
c:ial behavior 100 trivial. a solid body 
ol research on violence. lhe lhlft 
write, has "for decades been acti\~· 
ignored. denied. attacked :and n-en 
misrepresented in prcseru:ations to 

the American public. and popubr 
myths rqarding the effCCIS ha~ 
been papel\lated." 11 

To UCIA psychologist Sqrmour 
Fcschbach. the quibbling· is cbssic 
aonewa.llins. "An unre:alisric need for 
more defaililive raearch." he wril~. 
.. may be used as a mechanism for 
delaying policy change. much as~ 
minisrtors often IUO' over trouble­
some is,;;ues to commiaees u a mcdl­
od for delaying aclion." .. 

Robin Crews, a professor at dae 
Univasity of Colorado who 2 

8fOUP ol activia academics called the 
~ SIUdies Associalion. says. -1 
don't know anyone in peace lhldics 
who doesn't dUnk ads. 1V and lnO\'• 

ies in a very 1qpuficam way affca "'i­
olence apinsr women :.i.nd ., ::e 

Qnuifl-.1 °" p. 111 

Who Are the Killers and Victims? 
Cbaractns portray«/ AS IUl'llODy Ill tlFW llH Mast ""*"' t1nd lflost btsb('I' 
trictimiz«I group on 7Y. untb 70 JWf"'ll mwlwd In lliolnu:' tlnd 20 JWr· 
crnt porrraywl as ldllns. .S'Ucty JWf"'ll o/ lllJ 111rn and 42 ~ of dw 
womm a,. lru.olued m rnolltna. 

llorftlaT 10 
ldllcn,Dllmber 

Dien aw llLllled 

Men 60't4I Jl .. 5tli ... ; 
Women <42% 4% 3% 7.5 
"Mc."ntally ill" 70% 20% 20% J0.0 

Sourer A1111rnbrfr Scbool of Com"'•"'"4ncms. (huurml)' of l'rn~oi10"'°· Ore. If. 
1991 
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One Viewer's Violence Is Another Viewer's Action 

The deranicion of viulenc~ ·-.·ill ;alwaylli be :a lliubjeaive 
1ud1tnient b:lsed on ind1\•1dual percepuons :and sens1-
bilili~ ... Beth W:uumn Bress:an. \•ice president or the 

CBS Bro:adc:ast Gmup, told the House Crime :and Criminal. 
Julilice Subcommiuee in December. 

Tbe f:aa th:ac one viewers violence is :anochers dnm:atic 
:action has led m:an)· .in the tele\•ision induscry to complain 
ahout the ways :anli-viulence :aaivisls measure the ~ 
~m. -Act."iden~. such :as :a man f:i,lling on :a ban:m:a peel, 
:an: counted :ai; :aas of violence in the mCJllil v.·idely used vi­
ulence counts." lia)'S Horst Stipp. director of soci:il :and de· 
\'C:'lopmen1al rese-.nch :ac NBC. -s1:aps1ick comedy routines 
like the Keyslone Kops. or even :a magic trick directed :11 
:an un•;Jling person is werpmed as :a violent :aa." t 

Some :aaivi5es :lf'ret:. -Some r:ue 1he violence level by 
the number of violent :act.~ withl)Ul measuring the intensi­

modified venion of die Madon Piaure Association or 
America film ralinp, II U1i1ft1 ftlms an ovcraJJ rating th:at 
faaors in cbe mnren of die violence and whecher cbe over­
all message Is ~ or anri-vlalence. -U one char2aer 
ahocxs anocher, II can be way dlfferem from when :anolher 
(penonJ lhooa lhat c::haracla'," anys Carole Uebennan. 
NC'JV c:haJrpenon. A lot depends an "Whether the villain is 
punished and whelher lbe bero bu a aWnorized lifcsryle."' 

If die aa and ytolawz are ID lbe llOr)' line and arc 
handled appropriately, '"we add a 'comauclive faaor· in 
our moniloring." •JI lhe Rn. BUly A. Melvin, chairman 
ol die am.ian l"l'IP C£\ll-1V. "'We know violence. 
la and profanlly are pan al ure, but dUnp are geaina . 
~ graphic. 1bey u8ed 11e>' lhow lbe IOUnd ol a gun and 
then a dead body. Now 'mer lbaw die bullec enlering the 
head and lhc brain on lhe wall." · · · · 

"'~ _,._._.. Al. 1lbe Uatveniry of Penn-ty :and context." nores Moarcy 
Kelly, president or Med­
iucope. a Los-An~les­
tta.ed nonprofit l'eSCarCh or-

One Day's 1V Violence . .,tvmda'I Annenberg School 
ol Qmnmmaacns, lbe Cul­
IUral ladic8un Prajea ~ 
.cluca ·'Dae Vkllcncc ladl:z. ll 

Number 
ofScaaa 

tacaat 
olTocal pnizalion. -car ~hes. for 

example, shown in the fdm 
'2hout the founding or 
Mothers Against DNnk briv­
ing] would be counted :as vi­
olent :acu." 

~·nc1U,. A. ....... ulb ddlw1VYialence. ·i "dear-
h:xduLlantt U""-' uf t:un:. I 389 21 Cu. ~ m.d aw:n 
Gunl"ll~· 362 20 .·!P.Oclm ·o1 pbysicnl violence 
1,.111;11\.'LI 1n1nd1"'" 273 IS ·-··.·. buniDa or ldDiaa or lbe 
Pu,.hin~ drJ~tnJ.! 272 IS ·~i.cilhuftlDa and/or kW-
'.\lc.·11;1c.1nr: lhr\.'al '1iia :.:.-;~an llllY CDdal, .. &C'-. When 7V G""'' commis­

sioned the Center for Medu 
and Public Alf:ain in Wash­
inl'on IO monilor prime­
rim<' prosrams for violence. 
ii used lhc ·rouowing defini­
lion: •Any deliber:He :act in­
vnl\"ing phyaial force or the 
U9C ol a weapon in :an at­
tempc to achieft :a llQal. fur­

With Wl":ll"'ln 226 J2 •CDrdlna 'ID ·pg. Geoqe 
s1;i11,. us 7 Gerbner. Two lnined mden 
0...-lil"'-TJIC pn1pc.-ny :·line., ..-ee Iha! an act ls 
cA""1Nl11111\ 9S S .'ftoleal. Gelbner'I aalf lakes 
Si1i1pk· :a.'..:1uhs 73 4 feP"rme wara of die per-
All • IChl.-r typ:" 28 l .cieaaae af.pl'Oll'&IDS conlain-
To&al 1.M6 lOCM lnl 9!111 vloleace, 1be me ol 
CA•fltc-r Jr" ·'""'"' m1J P11hlrc: A/ftlrn. }lllW 1992 ~-. IClei-=a per posralll 

ther :a cause, 11op the :aaion of another, aa out an angry 
impuble. defend on~lf from :aaack. secure a material re­
•':lrd. or intunid:ue others.·· Nol included were acts or un­
intended. or :accidental violence, violence in spons and 
,·iolence by anim:als in n:arurc shows. tt · 

Al the Nation:al Coalition On Television Vaolence 
fSCT\'). monitors :an: tr:ained to cnun1 -physically violent 
hostile :aCL'i comn1i11C"J "-'ilh the in1en1ion of huning an· 
ocher per;on:· :acconJinJt to Re:;e;arch Director Chitn Ve· 
n1uri. Different "'·c1~hts :arc :a~igncd to each type of 
\·iolcnl :act; ;a slap nr a push. for cx:imple. is assigned a l 
while :i murder or !'auic1de D r:anked :as a S. Accidents. 
vl:.'rb:al ;asnults :and property d:uruge :ire no1 included in 
the i:oun1s. :inc.J monnor~· judgmenL' arc regularly tested 
bv a b:ickup monnor. 

NCT\'"~ r.11in~ sr•tl:.'m. hoWl:.'\'l:.'r. i.o; also subjective. A 

. . ~,.· .... -~ per baur and die per­
caaae ol major c:bar.aim bwolved Jn 9'alence. etcher as 
papararcn or vk:dml or bocb. ·. ~ ,., ' · · 

"'Violence is • 80Cia1 relalionablp, . • demonstration or 
power," Gerbner ays.'Wzra who can do what to whom 
and set away wirh IL C8nooas are l:be most com:rovasial 
and effective demonsa'Uians ol power. Wid'I humor as the 
IUpr<Oating pill~ 

M. for the charse lhal his pro;ea c:ounu llipping on a 
banana peel u a violent act. "11w was invenaed by an 
NBC c:zecutive 2S years qo, .. he uys. 

t •Media Violencr: Are 5wldardl for 1V and FUm l'aui~ I paMI 
~ ~ by &be Harvard IUniVoCniry School ol Public 
Hnllh. May II. 1992. . 

tt"ls 1V VIOience 8aaenna Our Kids'." n· GMidr. Aug. 22·:?8. 
199:?. p 81. 
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hv Jl:.lnJ:s. The hurden of proof nttds 
1u fall no1 on 1hose rryin~ 10 sho"· :i 
positi\·e corrd:.ition. hut on those 
whu continue to prumore ·violence 
;anti ~it :is cn1eruinment." 

Tele\•ision execulives. however. con­
tinue 10 char:1cterize the ~:irch on vi-

. ~na: :as inconclusive ... The issue is su 
complex.... says former 20lh-Ccnrury 
Fux Film Corp. Ch:iinmn Barry Diller. 
"Ifs not approprioate to ck:al With this in 
some superficial w:ay .... I mn·1 think 
••e know enoul(h yet."'' 

t\erworks cirr an NBC-sp0nsored 
srud~· published in 1982 that found no 
co~l:nion berween television vio­
lence and xtu:il violence (though 
some KientislS sa~· the da12 were mis­
imerpn:ted l. The: ~rworks :a15c? point 
10 the work uf Univcniry of lpronto 
psychologist Jomrhan L Freedman. 
whu :a11ues that the moumain of re­
search on '~erice has produced un­
convincing results. Not only are 
~se:irchers undecided over wherher 
personoal :anJter is :a"precondi1ion for vi­
olence by 1V ,;ewers. he says. but "ex-

. perimen1er ·dem:and." or bias. for 
posiri,·c mulls. m:ay be :a factor. 
V~·ers ··watch ;a mixture of violent, 

nun,·iulen1. re:al and fanwy, exciting 
and borinac. rwws and fiction ~ 
arams." Freedm:an writes. "The ques­
lion is how this miXN~ ol programs 
affecu the child~n. or more specifac:al­
ly. how the effC\.1 of this mixlu~ would 
differ from OM in which the violent 
pro~ms were omined." •• 

Olher schobrs point With irony to the 
f:acr thoat ie>mc s1udics of such "pro-se>­
a:ar· iv sho"·s :as "Ses:ime Stree1" have 
been found 10 incre:asc :aggressive be­
h:ivior :as much :as violen1 shows. "En­
cour.iginJt childnm to w:itch -whole­
some· 1elr\"ision is n<M the solu1ion 10 
:amdiur.mnJt conduet problems :and 
'\"Ould :ippc:ir on !he ha.sis or the :avail· 
:ihle evidence 10 he coun1erproduc­
ll\'e. ·· 'WOil" ont." 1e:.1m. ,. 

The Jolener.11 punlic.:. 1hou~h willing 
10 :iccepr .1 link ht-1'9-·een TV \'iulence 
.1ncJ cnm1:. t.J~s nut hd1"\'l" 1h.11 TV vi-

ulence is the main source of sociery'"s 
horrors. In 1990. a Gallup Poll showed 
only 1 percent of the public considered 
1elevision the maiJl cause of aime, 
while 60 percent blamed drup and 6 
percent :a breakdown of family social 
v:alues. Y:ile Univenity psychologists 
Jerome :and Dorodty Singer, lonBtiJne 
students of children's 1V, argue that the 
nenvorks rhemsclves comradid the ar­
gument that lV has no impaa on be­
havior. A network execulive, lhey note, 
once reslifaed before the Fcdenl Com­
munications Commission (FCC) in 
praise of a child who had .een lhe 
Heimlich maneuver demonsuau!d on 
1V and went on lO use it to save a chok­
ing person. II 

If lV has no effect on its viewers, 
asked Rep. Charles E. Schumer, O­
N. Y., II the hearings he conduaed in 
December, Nhow do we ezpiain lhe 
billions of dollars spent each year on 
commercial adveftising."' 

/6 llH ,.~ *""'6lr:1 "*"""'"' .... ..,. ,,,. """'""' of,,..,,,., 
On Dec. 11, 191)2, four days before a 

scheduled House field hearina in New 
York City on 1V violence, lhe three ma­
jor netWorks broke decades ol prece­
dent and «1eued -• joinl llalCIDeDt 
oudining their policies on videnc:c . 
.oeonrua and saife are the essence ol 
drama. and conflia often resuhs in 
physical or psydlolosical Yiolence, • II 
said. NHowever, all depiaions of vio­
lence should be relevant and necessary 
to the development ol c:hanaer. or lO 

the advancement of theme or plot." 
The nerworb' statement vowed lO 

limit araruirous, ezcessive or redun­
danl violence, sWnorous depiaions of 
violence and replic:able, unique or .. in­
genious" methom of inflicting pain or 
injury. Realistic ponrayals of violence 
in children's prosmns were to be 
avoided. as were graruirous depictions 
or aninul abuse. Caution was urged in 
scenes where children are victims and 
themes. ploo or scenes mix sex and vi­
olence. And the nctWorks advocated 

showing the· consequences of violence 
and scheduling programs With ~ 
toward the likely audience. 

The mrement was amplified ar w 
hearings, durina which nerwork mn­
dardw.nd-practic:es olf &Cers explained 
how it was intended as a model for the 
rat of the indusuy that could '1 
~ l<>siam" that has llymied progress 
on reducing violence. They also ex­
plained how feature falms are careful­
ly reviewed before being broadcast 
on1V. 

"We alinWe tha1 we demand edil.5 
loll up to"° percent of the original su~ 
mission.I of R-ra!ed movie commer­
cials," said OuiRian Hikawa ol Capital 
Cilies/ ABC. -we will even, on oca­
sion. rcjea cenain falms as roo violent 
to ·~.'' In c:anooas. "We do not 

permil n:alistic weaporvy or imilable 
pD1itOUS imapersonal violence. Mor­
al mesaaaes in our c:hildlen'a propmm 
are c:onc:rac." 

Sen. Paul ~ D-W., sponsor of 
~ 19')0 law &Mna the necwortcs 
Ullilrust aemption to permk toinl ac­
aon apinst violence, applauded 
"'tnltiaJ sceps." •Television can appeal 
ID the best in us or the wora in us," 
said. "Television entenainmenl ~ 
lence roo often does the laacr. We have 
lalOll to hope for IUbmntial 
pmvement." In addilion, Simon's 
leCl'eWy, David Cute, aplained lhat 
lhe joinl mrcmem, plus an accompa­
nyina pWt ID orpnize an induslry con­
feaalClf on vialence, raised hopes that 
lhe c:able and film industries would join 
the arm-violence efforu. ..., puts us 
light yain ahead of where we were 
ya.r," he said. 

But to many academics and anti-vie> 
lence aaivises, rhe aatemem was mere­
ly a rehash of me CWTenl policies, a 
ol .. pious platitudes, with no teeth," in 
Gerbner's phrase ... All it is saying is that 
without these guidelines, the siruation 
would be much worse." 

Carole Lieberman, the.Bevftiy Hills 
psychiatrist who heads the National 
Coalilion on Television Violence, calls 
the new standards ··uner nonsense. Lo 
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I ~:,~~:n=~~~~.:~,:~: ~~l~~~e-~ 
I C'.\'f:,wli11R .J-1 11as 1~{ 1·i11/"'""'' f><•r hour 11111/ """""R higb c'ioknc• r'ahnss 

/mm t':_w ."\u/11111"/ Cut1/1tlu11 "" Tc.Jt•t1Ji1u11 l ·~11/rm:•. 

I 
Very llJah VJoleace 
l>.Ark \l':Uc."f (Fox I 109 xv 
Cnnb{!I Canonn Clut~ c'\i"G:\:1 100 RV 
Tom and )."ITV KKJ., l Frnt > ts8 RV 
l>r.tJCIN'I v;.;.n;;; cs~·m.lit:;.nmn 1 8S xv 
Lunner Tun""!> r ~K:kchx.leon 1 80 RV 
G.I. Joe: rS~ndic-.AIK>nl 78 RV 
HuJ.t.' Bunn~· :and P:als rThT> 68 RV 
Tc1xic Cnl~Jc:rs «SrnJic.'";ltinnl 63 RV 
Cape. S. & Super ~t:anu 8«)). ISBC> S8 RV 
Pnlic.·c A\.":aJc.'lnr cS~·nJic.'";lllOnl S8 RV 

Hlah Violence 
'\l"iz:an.I of Oz I ADC I 29 RV 
DuckT:il~ (5)ndic.-:111nnl 29 RV 
BeellqUK.T CABCI• 28 xv 
POf'l'-~·c: c F:amil~· Channel 1 27 RV 
f:an12.~ic M:ax ISyndic.-:atinnl 26 RV 
Oinns:a"ceno c F:amily C~nel> 26 RV 
Chip s· O:alc·i; Rc:l'IC"Uc lbnfCC""S CSyru.lic.":ltionl 26 PGV 
Qanoun Exprcu c USA> 2S RV 
J.lidniJlhl Patml C S)"ndic:atiun I 24 RV 
ln.o;~1or <6.JtlJCet r f'l;ic.·kc:l~ .. >n 1 21 RV 

Low Violence (Hl&hJy recommended) 
<.::amp C:ancJ~· r :'\llC 1 8 PG 
lbl~r CHBO> · 7 PG 
Mupp!l B:abiclc l CB.'\ I 6 PG 
~deline Cf:amil)" Cla:anM-1> ' G 
l>'.A\"id 11W G~ c Sickelndcon > 2 G 
~~·Kid." on 1he Hinde tABCI 1 PG 
0:ave)" :ancJ Golialh I Syndic:uion I I G 
Unle -Wnmm (HOOi 0 PG 
Lilrlc KcJ:ab c Sick'-"lnd'"°"" I 0 G 
Ger AlnnR Ci:anJl r F:amilr Ch:annd 1 0 G 
M:i~":I the Bee c!\ickelcx.lcnn> 0 G 
Lunc.·h Bnx c Di.o;nc.~· Ch:inncl> 0 Ci 

Solt""· ...... ,,,.01 '-""''""'' ,,,, T~t'f"ISIOll l"itWtlCt" 

and l~hold. aftc:-r :di thl"'~ rears. the 
n~'fWorks uruhashedly flaunt rhe fact 
thar rhis is simply a written version oi 
whar each standard and pr:ict1l·e~ dt"· 
p:inmc:-nr h:is ~n using all along Ir s 
ohnous wlut lht:"y·n· l"l\:en du1n~ i::. nor 
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good enough.~ 
l.ieberm:in, who restified in Decem­

ber lhar children's minds arc being 
··polluted hy rhe drug of violence," 
compl:lins 1ha1 rhe language is deliber­
:J.lc:'ly :imhiguous. Each judgmenr -

whether to sho~; IWO bullets or one. 
whether lO use blood or nOl - is a mai­
ler of opinion. she· says. The women 
who hC2d the nerworks' standards and 
practices depanments have no back­
sround in rae;rch about violence,· she 
adds. '"Ibey are puppm who cake di­
reaion from netWOrk superiors." 

The UniYerslty of California's Don­
nerstein says the nerworks deserve 
some aedir for putting their policies in 
wrilina after yan of denying the ef­
feas of 1V violence. But he empha­
sizes that the Big Three should no 
Jonaer absorb all the blame when there 
are VCRs, pay-per-view services and 
hundreds of channels of cable 1V. 

Representatives from chc non-net­
work television industries were repre­
aemed al the House hearing. The 
Moeion Piaure AssOaation of America 
(MPAA) emphasized dw ilS 2S-fear· 
old JUm ralin8 syaem faaon in vio­
lence along wtth sex. Witnesses 
poimed out dw the Video Software 
Dealers ~lion offers a pledae lO 

param ro help prevent the sale or rent· 
al of R· and X-med films lO minOrs. 

Cable offidals described results of a 
new audy the tndusuy had commis­
aioned &om George Gerbner, c:ondud­
ing that lhere i.I less violence on 
c::able-«ismared cbildren'• TV pro­
•..uUDinl than on the nerworb. They 
spc>ke of aechnologic:al advuuages that 
allow able CIDftlUIDelS ID IUperYi.le 
cbiJdren's Yiewins. With the available 
paraua1 "lock bcr' - which must be 
offered by all able companies under 
the 1984 cable deregulation aa - and 
"with the advent of "addressability" 
rechnology, parenta.l conuol has a.ken 
a ma;or step forward," said Pauicia Fa­
Iese of cablevision Systems Corp. The 
addressable device allows each suh­
scnber IO prognm his own convener 
k' -~vent designated shows trom be­
ing received. "However, the technol­
ogy requires an actively engaged 
parent to mak~ the programming deci­
sions involved," she said . 

. Winton Cox, chairman of the 
Shov.time premium channel, said the 



-

mo\·ies his channel. shows :m~ t::irc­
full~· r.crttneJ for violence :and their 
c:ontents deKribcd in :a progr:am 
RuiJe ;along with their r:atings. ··The 
prot~ions offered to viewers b)· the 
subicrirtion procns itsc:lf. ·· he said. 
"coupled with the schCdulinJ: and 
communit.""ations effons of the premi­
um necworks. safeguard ag:ainst un­
wanted exposure." 

Critics, howt:\•er. no1e that few par­
ents are capable of such detailed 
conlrOI ~r their children ·s ~ng 
hahils. They dispar:age the cable in-
dusuy's llud)' of cable-aria- · 
inated progr.unming by 
ncxins that the majority ol 
cable programs are non­
original. oflen-violen1 fea­
ture faJms. And moni1orin1 
ha.s shown lime :and again. 
thq· c:onrend. rhat what TV 
executives say is IOin8 
over lhe air9r.lves is not al­
ways borne out ·· 

NCMWilhSlandinj the vows 
th:n violent commercials are 
noc shown durinJ children's 
progmnmins. U.S. !*us 6 
lrurlJ R'l'On· m:endy sam­
pled SO hours of ne!WOrk 
progr2nuning in the late af­
ternoon or early evening. It 
found 12 questionable acb. 
includina one for an episode 
of "'In the Heat of &he Night" 
in which a troubled girl gives 
binh ro a dead baby. The 
magazine also sent children 
into video shops 10 rent such adult 
movies as "'B:asic lnslinC'l" and " The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre" and found 
lhat video dealers were nae enforcing 
policies again.st undcrase rentals." 

And as Marvin Kitm:an. 1V critic for 
1*u.rs1Jay. points out, the nev.· 1uide­
lines refer only to new progr:imming 
and not to old progr:ams made under 
previous policies. Kiunan told a con­
gression:al he:uing he doesn't trust 1V 
execuuves to li"e up to their obliga­
tions bec:ause the\··ve been saying for 
ye:irs l~I they h:i ve been. "The ne1 · 

'11:orks :ire like serial killers." he says. 
"Their pr~rams are the equivalent of 

· •·riting with lipstick on the minors in 
our homes: Slop.me before I kill again.·· 

Though hopes have ~ raised by 
the nerworks' new promise ol cooper­
ativeness. in the academic community 
mislruSl runs deep. "'The television in­
dustry is not in the business o( sell.ins 
progr-"l\S to audiences," CemerwaJJ 
writes. "'It is in the business ol selling 
audiences to adveniscrs. lllues of 
'qualily' and 'IOdal iesponsibi1ily' are 

entirely peripheral IO lhe Issue ol mazi­
mizins audience size within a competi­
tive market - and there is no formula 
more tried and b'Ue lhan violence for 
reliably smeratina WJe audiences ..... 

APT propoHtl arres.for JV 
Plolntc• wors• llHI• llN tlb•-•1 

When nerwork executives tr)' to 
tell Sm. Paul Simon that research on 
1V violence is inconclusive, he says 
the)' "remind me of the Tobacco In­
stirute people who come in here and 
:say they have research that cigareaes 

do nOl do any harm. I say. 'Th~ is 
no question about the harm. ~ 
question is how are we pns to. 
With lhis problem in a free society?' " 

All lhe players In the violence de­
bate profess respea for Finl Ammd­
mem rights 10 free speech. But thar 
hasn't prevented huae disagreements 
over what constiNtes censorship and 
lhe dqpft to which .&be cdevision In­
dustry should be free ro delermine iU 
own aeaaneru of violence. ·1 don't 
wuu ro see anythins more lhat looks 

Wee c:ensonhip, no maner 
. whether you call ir busi­
ness decisions or whether 
you call ii II.Ile," 

Ycri magazine 1V critic 
John Leonard aid in a 
7V GuiM forurn. "I chink 
violence and .a and po-
1ilical diuenl are all in 
bed qether, and ii you 
DR messing wilh 

I you end up mastna Wilh 
! die resc of chem." 
J . 'Ille Nalianal Colllrion 
I an Television VIOience 
J bas created a nine-point 
a proposa1 for federal reau­
'-laliala of TI( Yioicnce. It 
I includes: 
I • a satin& syaem; 

• wamin8 "labels" before 
brmclcam ("The 1V ahow 
you are about ID warch 
may be hazardous ID your 
psycholoaical and/or phys-
k:al heahh due to ill highly 

'riolent comem"); 
• ingiedient labels used in publicity 
for shows; 
•warning labels on 1V ads; 
• a Dlf psychiauist or researcher 
each nerWork or cable chaMd: 
• public service announcements 
aboUl &he harmful effects ol violence; 
• 11 ban on violent programming of. 
fered in aovemment insl..~.;ons such 
as jails and hospitals; 
• we breaks for nerworks, cable 
channels and production companies 
that fund research on violence; 
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• anti :a public hc:alth ~:ampai~n in 
schools that addrc:ssc:s \•iolence the 
w.,~. CUIT'eftl prugr.uns tlt:-al with 
Jrunk driving. · 

• down anti talk. says his press aide Television (ClL\R-TV), a 1.600-mcmber 
Carle. in 1he manner of Nan arms coalition tha1 uses consumer boycoas of 
c:onrrol mee1ing... advertisers lO pressure nerworks to re-

Prupogls for a \'iolc:nce r:iting sys­
tem do not impinge on freedom of 
5ptteh. :asseru Centerwall ... ,, is noc 
~.uonahlc 10 :address the problem of 
mo&or ~idc: fatalities by calling for 
a ~n on cars ... he says. "'lnslead. we 
emphasize safety se:alS. good U':lffic 
signs and driver cduearion. Simibrl)'. 
10 address the.problem of violen~ 
cau~ by exposure 10 1elevision. we 
need ro emphasize rime-channel 
locks. prosram rating syRcms and 
cdut."2tion of the public regarding 
BOOd viewinR habilS ... ,. 

Ochers hav~ proposed tha1 the FCC 
regulate violen<.-e in the same way ii 
polires indecency - using rancs and 
withhulding licenses. Harvard's Slaby 
says tha1 rcquirin& aarions and cable 
nelWorks 10 reduce violen1 prog12m­
ming and increase non-violent lho9.-s 
as a conda: •n for license or CON12a re­
newal "'Would not rcsUici or alltt the 
prncruation of any violent prosram, as 
pro1eaed under the First Amendment 
lbther it would promoce a broader 
range of non-violent alternative pro­
gr.ams from which viewers would be 
able 10 choose. -

Such proposals would be wel­
comed by vete12n children's TV wril· · 
er Gene Ayres. whose Sanra Fe, 
N.M.-bued enterpriSe. Future Wave, 
p~ ICripcs for non-violent 
shows. -when these ideas are 
hrough1 up inside the industry,- he 
sa)'S. -ihey always roll ou1 the FiD1 
Amendment as if il's under threat. 
Bur thq• don't ask the difference be­
rween wh:afs offered to children and 
adulu. TII05e who resen1 (such pro­
posed rqulationl don ·1 have respon­
sihiliry fur sn~ll children." 

Labels. r.uings and public service 
:announcemenlS. however. have yet 
10 be: embr:iced by Congress. Simon. 
:as a former ;ournalist. w:ants to pro-
1e1.i 1he puriry of f rc:e spttch and 
prefers ~ang 1he player.; 10 sll 
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Nor do the proposals sit well With duce sex, violence and profaniry. He 
longtime (;hildren 's TV advocue- Peggy says such ai&ic:ism of the religious righ1 
Chanen. "'If you tell everybody, 'Hey, masks aaanpcs to censor his group. 
1his prugr:am is going to be rerribly ~ -We're bringing an idea into lhe markc.1-
len1 and scare the wits out of you,' place," he says. "1V is~ to the 
you'll ger· every teenager in America qualityollife. Wecandobeaerandmust 
wa1ching il. .. she says. 11 Owiai has do bcaedor our childten and our chil­
w-.. mecl that ""the pocenlial for dosing dren's children." 
down free speech in this counay from A solid ma;orily of lhe public, ac­
ide:as - liability for speech - is so axding ID a 1989 Los A,,,-S nmes 
horrendous thar I'd rather put up widl poll. opposes a pemmenr mck­
violence on television. " 11 down on 1V violence. Nearly half the 

There is fear, even among anli-Yio- • raponde11rs blamed 1V oudinras 
lence aaivisu, dw alls for a aovan- for lbe violence because lhey crea1e 
anent aackdown risk aK'OUlalinl lbe demand But 71 perceru favored 
wha1 is seen as the censorship renden- a 'Violence ruing. "People do not see 
cies of the religous right. which. atlic:s prosramming I.sex and violence) as. 
say. is more preoccupied wilh sex in so atfeaing lheir lives lhat they're 
media than with violence. "The reli- willing ID live up their freedom for 
lious people are &mini so much pow- II," aaid Neil Malamulh, a mmmuni­
er,.. says Ueberman. ""We will mve c::atiom professor al lbe University o( 

censorship some day ii that happens." Micbipn. -Jl's a basic philosophy o( 

The Rev. Billy A. Melvin is chainnan American aallure lhat we want inde-
of Christian Leaders for Responsible pendence and &eedom." u • 

BACKGROUND 

~ farst suspicions dw lhe miracle 
l of television might be a mled 

blessing arose soon after the medi­
um's debu1 as a popular pulime in 
1947. The· number of youw being 
arrested, which had declined imme­
dia1ely following World war n. rose 
dramatically, according to Justice De­
panmeru sratislic:s, from 31,750 in 
1948 10 37.259 in 1951 ID 1'49,806 in 
1953 to 234,474 in 1956. 

In June 1952. the first congressional 
hcanng ever on violence in r.adio and 
television and its impaa on children was 
held by the House Subcomntiaee on ln-
1ers111e and Foreign Conunercc. ln 1954. 

Sen. f.lles XdaUYa", D-Tenn.., chairman 
o( lbe Senate }udidary SubcommiDee to 
lnYaliple Juw:nlle -Delinquency, 
opened a leries ol hearings on the el­
lem o( media Yiolenc:e. Pollowing • 
ample Yicwina ol 1V'1 mnent c:ops.­
and-rabben rare. a Bnmh media etpen 
IDld his panel dw IUCh shows would 

· never be ~dc:asl In Enabnd- And Cla­
ra Logan. presidenl of the Nalional Aw>­
c:iadon for Beaer Radio and Television, 
called U.S. 1V crime &bows "mental poi­
IOn" IO younpers. 

In a paaem lhat would be repeated 
In later decades, nerwortc officials resti­
fied ID the imponance of industry self· 
regulation. ABC Vice Presiden1 Rohen 
Hinddey said he didn't believe TV Mis a 
lhing remotely approaching a faaor in 
our problem." Russia and New Zea­
land, with limited or no TV facilities, 

ConllnWd °" p. l n 
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Chro~logy· 
1950s RtHtnyou1b 
crlm' '""' j11vnt~ blin'l"ntCJ' 
prompts congreuloruil b'arlngs 
on ,,lllllslon anol#rlc,. 

}••, 1952 
fint congrcssion:al hc:arings on \"io­
fcn,·c in r.adio :and tdcvision :and its 
imp:ict on children :ind )"Outh held 
b)· House lnterst:ite :and Foreign 
Commerce Subcommittee. 

• 1954 
Sen. Ulcs Kefauver. D-Tenn .. ch:airs 
hc:arings of JucJic:i:af)· Subcommittee 
to lnvestig:ite Juvenile Delinquency 
on role of TV shows in you1h crime. 
~e1t11.·orks S:I)" no link. 

----·----
1960s urb•• .nolftlc,· 
pro.pt•"'° .... cortg .......... .,..,.. 

"'6• tuUI •o.,.,......., f•IUU•g of 
r.s.t1rc:b °" JV Plolftta. 

1961 
Kennedy :administr:ation Federal 
Communic:ations Commission Ch:air­
m:an NcMon N. Minow 1ells National 
Association of Broadcas1ers that 
American TV is :1 "vast wasielarid." 

19'1 
University of Pennsylvania begins 
monitoring television programming. 

1969 
Forma1ion of Boston-based Founda­
tion 10 Improve Television. 

S.pL ZJ, 1969 
Repon of National Commission on 
the C:auses and Prc"ention of Vio­
lence cites TV violence as contribu­
tor to sociery·s violence problem. 

1970ss.rpam..--
,,.,,,.. •t11tly pro.pt• ..,,.. COii· 

gresslor1t1l 1Mt1rlllgs; llC'ardawdc 
•t11'"-• prolqnwte; CGllrf ,.. •• 
e:rt1rr1lrw llllbau, ff/TV la~ ff/ 
Ntll lllolftlc& 

1912 
Surgeon.general's report on violence 
dies evidence or link becween 
screen violence and agressive be­
havior. 

1915 
National PTA adopts resolution 1ie­
m:1nding that netWorks and local TV 
stations reduce the amount of vio­
lence in programs and commercials 
(re:affirmed in 1989). 

1916 
American Medical Association's 
House of Delegates calls TV violence 
an "environmental hazard." 

1919 
In Zomora v. CBS« arl, parenu of a 
Florida 1 S-year-old convicted of 
murdering a neighbor unsuccessful­
ly sue all three nerworks for nqli­
gence for failing 10 prevent him from 
being incited to imitate TV. 

----·----
1980s ...... r. 
~pa .... ftwrwla; 
Cllbk Jv, VClb tllUI rlae fff,_d.pn­
llfttl INllOOrlU llbrrbdsb JIOllln' ff/ 
ll«loOra IO CGfllrol~ .. Jv. 

1980 
Founding of National Coalition on 
Television Violence. 

1982 
National lnstiNte of Mental Health 
study says there's a clear consensus· 

· on link between 1V violence and ag­
gression. 

S.ptnrabn- 1984 
Attorney General's Task Force on 
Family Violence says evidence is 
overwhelming that TV violence con­
tributes to real violence. 

1!184 
American Academy of Pediauics 
Task Force on Children and Televi­
aion cautions physicians and parents 
that TV may promote auression. ,,., 
American Psychological Association 
Commission on Youlh and Violence 
notes research showing link be­
tween TV violence and real violence. 

----·---
1990s N.,...,,.law •Jo*",,......., q/polk:ln .. TV .. ,..u, .... ponlllll.,, .. 
'""" .......... ~ .,, ea.-.,.... Allll...,,._. tld1iwi:1tn .wJ1 ,,,,,,....,,.. 
'"" Simon-Glickman Television VIO-
ience Act gives three mator necworkl 
an antitnm aemption ao they can 
formulate joinl policy on violence. 

'"' Newton Minowdedares: •Jn 1961, I 
worried that my children would not 
benefit much from television, but in 
19911 wony that my children will ac­
m:ally be harmed by it." 

lgj:l 
American Psychological Asaodation 
anady shows research on link co real 
violence is ignored and calls for 
eral policy 10 protect society. 

Dwc. 11, 1,92 
Days before House hearings, lhe 
three major networks release joint vi­
olence policy and agree to an indus- · 
uywide conference. 
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Music Videos Tiiat Flirt With Violence 

Wi1h 1heir im:aRes of ~nlil)· dad .. -omr.-. -:.-earing · 
lui.tful expressions :and hurling &hemsel\-a :.u non-
1.i\:al:an1 rock stars, MTV \"ideos send ou1 confusing 

:and. ponibly hannful mc:ss:ages 10 the S7 .3 million Ameri­
c:an households th:al ~ive MlV. 

Th:afs &he thinking of Sul JhaUy. a cnmmunicuions 
prnleunr :11 &he Univer.siay of M:assachusens-Amhena, 
who.e cnlicillns of &he popular videos have brought him 
face· to f:ace wi&h &he New York Cily-bued cable nelWOltt. 

SeekmR to raille his INdenu' comC'iOuSnesS of lhe cf. 
teas of 1eleviMon im:l1ery, JhaUy several years ago auem­
hled "Dre:amworlds: Desire/Sex/Power in Rock Video.· a 
5s-minu1e collection of highlighu from 165 rock videos 
fe:aNrinl supem:ar perfonners such :as Modey Crue, Billy 
Idol :and Rod Stewan. 

Since srud~nu often were aidelr.acked by rhe pleasures 
of 1~ mu.4'ic. Jh:aUy 11Ubsli1Uted his own somber sound­
track :and spliced in dramatic footage from the hit movie 
"lbe ACt'UICd.'" namely lhe ~e Cbued on a uue llOly) 
showin1 acvess Jodie foaer being png-raped on a bar­
room pinball machine. He also added his own narration 
and a jarrina reciWion of aatillics: ·A woman is raped 
every llX minutes:" :and ·one in four womeo will be 
12ped in their lifecime." ~ 

The result is a dillurbing video critique of lhe way mu­
sic videos we sex 10 sell recordinp, ulrimalely dehuman~ 
izing women and pouibly encouraging violence, Sc:cord­
inR to jhally. 

The ma;orrty of MTV videos porvay "'the dreamworld 
of the adoksc:-enl male, .. where women ~ often 8CZ • 

;ea. or nymphomaruaa. he says. And chough ouailN ri­
alence ii not common on MTV, ii ii implied in lhe whips 
and lhe chains and lhe scenes ir) which women dan'l 
really mean no when lhey say ii., he up. •&eause wa.. 
n are presented as d\inking only about sex. Ibey dan,­
ab;ea when lhey're handled," he up. •naey don't• 
tea when lhey're couched even by MJmeone whom they 
have tusc met. The messages don't have to be Yiolenl to 
ef'.'C'C>Ur:lle cenain beh:avior. Whal is more imponanl ii 
lhat such images are seen :as normal." 

JhaUy cauuons tha1 he is NX arwuin& lhat MlV QIUM:S 

violence. noeina tha1 the roocs of violence ~ compla: 
:and multiple. Bui such videos "help cultivare aailudes 
tha1 in tome instances may lead to cenain rypes of be­
h;ivior," he says. "The more TV you watch, lhe more you 
lhink lhe world is like TV. And you rend to aa on lbe 
aonn you h:lve access 10.'" 

To promoie hi.s compiL:ation. jhaUy sen1 out brochures 
1n colleges :amund 1he coun1ry. He has sold some 1.300 
cnp1es 1hus far 1:a1 SlOO for msri1u1ions and SSO for indi­
\"idu:ils). wi1h proceed\ going to a nonprofal university 
INSI fund. 

1 76 CQ Rr.crnrrbl'r 

MlV Conrenda, howeYer, lhat jhaUy has Y6ola1ed iL~ 
copyrtahl by lllkina advuaae ol the "fair use" doarine. 
The IUbUdiary ol Viacom lnlemadonaJ Inc. tn 1991 lhrear­
ened ao sue If be didn't dalioy all ranainina copies of 
"'Dreamwodda." JbaDy, tn mm. says MJV is '8n0Mg his 
CDCIUidiuo dw lhe Ykleo ael'WOik Is duaraUna legal ac­
lion llO lilmce IUblCandve atlidam ol la piOdua. "They 
are bmed tn wl bapms • wtll ao away,· jhally up. 

Mc:anwblle. M'IV baa °'"""'eecf ID breed conaoveny. 
On Sepe. 18, 1991, Sm. lobesl Byrd. 0-W.Ya.., took ro lhe 
Boar ol lhe Scmle ID mdt ll • ll n:prehemible influ­
ence GD cbildn:a.-·'l'be cmnJ me:ulF ol lllOll of mese 

· music videos II • • ..e tbuadered. "'Human happiness 
wl fulftllmml ae· ~ ',.cDred bf bemmina a .adope&h 
md·n:temni·a1··~·a • •..Y. l'we la dUs aalion mn&in­
ue llO IOW die lilmFS: m murder, Vtolmce, drul abuae, 
adilm, annpme. luevaaac:e, pea veasiola. pomopaphy 
wl abandon Wen die e,a ol mllllanl ol chlldrm ... 
we lhould DIX be -.priled • Ille bmdedonl ol aodery 
IU awa7.• ADii ~· 1"2 ...,. bf die ~ 
C.ealler far Mldla:...r .Publlc Mraia fauad mare ftalcnc:e 
GD llIV IUD mr:ibe-..._~ '.l'V.DCnriilb conllllned .. 
.Bue~~ .... ~~~-~ lll&!Red dw Oftft ~ 

leace aa JCIV. ~~·~ ·~ dma • allure. When 
• m11e w1 · lliliiilk)e.:.;m .... 0ekhw1 UnMnil)' tn 
Jlacf+Mn~M-c ..lilld br )ljctdGpu ID wardl 
dlracd·· ..i.lc · •. ..., : ie ~lame ftalalC wteos made 

••w reel mWe;""',j,"isi i::lliaful w1 aaacmYC, but less 
ICDial;'dum ............... t ... , 

·., ~ .... ~·wtd{lllV~ ........... mare We>-
.... or• ·...nr:-d_ a: ........... Giber dmlnell." ays 
'l1laiDu •edec:lrlta....•st .... ol lbe Nalional ~ 
1111.a OD T~u' '=ii;:-.• •, !'9u1 dm ll"I all maed ~ 
..._,..,a -~~t prk om a pmcicular time period 
.... ~: lmow ~ .... ~ be DO 9e:DlallJ depad-
.. .....w. "'ft:-~-~~;,·!,: .. '~.;. ... -..... ~ .•. 
· ·; A.*"2 liudy m· 750 anv~ br lbe cmH11nn found 
iba ~ ~'1&Cs i'· ··B··~·la _lbe piua llK yan, Peral• 
111120·1ic:D OI~ Per 1riour.· Men 1ban 60 per cent of 
the ,.91deas m....1- .· apUdl ·W»lence, •geaed ~ 
~"clepdina -icDaal. poaaayall, ~ •gative 
lbemes. pofanicr, -wmldna. and.lor alcobol CCJnPDpCion, 
die audy aid 1be .... Ytolem Yldeo: Guns 'N Imes' 
-Yau Could Be Mm-• · 

-. 

t <llrilline Kall ~ ud lomld D. Han.en. ·n.e lnfluc:nC2 al 
Sa and Violmce in w AA-I. ol lodl Muuc Villiem, • C-lllMnt· 
CMIOPI "-rd, April 1990. p. ZlZ. 

tfQuaced in Qrun.t St:#na /lloftllOr, AUi 6. 1991. 
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han~ moijor jun~nile delinquen~· prob­
lems. he nOled. An ABC scrip1 director 
Aid th:u TV :adven1ure stories m1gh1 
~·en prc\'cnl ddinqucn~· hy serving 
as ··a n:le:isc ·· for children ·s :aggression. 
An FCC offictal tcSlifi~ :apinsl censor­
ship. :and :a n:pn:scnt:ative or the Na­
tiuml Associ:ation or R:adio and 
Tel~ision Broadcasters said broad­
casters had set up a code to help ar­
r.ansc progr.ams add~ing the topic of 
youth cripe. · 

In 19S6, one of the earliest srudies 
on 1V Yiolmcc reported on 4-year­
olds who were ask~ to watch :an ac­
uon-packed -Wood)' Woodpecker" 
canoon. They wen: found to be 
more likely to hit and harass ocher 
kids and bre:ak 1oys than :a conuol 
1roup that had wa1ched the more 
pe2ceful ·unJe Red Hm." I · 

The Sena1e held more hbrinp 
abou1 1V'1 etrecu in lhe early 1960s. 
but the problem o( Violence reached 
undeniable crisis proportions follow­
ing lhe mid-'60s urban riots in Los 
Angeles, Newartc and elsewhere. 11 
was in 1965. psychiatrist Cm1erw:all 
observes, after the first or the televi­
lion sener.ation had become tem­
asers. that the biggest surse in U.S. 
homicides occurred. 

This was a time when the airwaves 
were livina kids IC'me5 of N The Three 
Scooges" pokin1 each Olher in lhe eye. 
·ABC was lhc ma;or crime center in the 
country," ftlftlsdll_vs Kianan recalls 
with sarcasm ... They had had much 
success with such ~uational 1V se­
ries on machine sun usage as 'The Un­
touchables.' They were pioneers in the 
Bang-You're-Dead school of program­
ming with such ungratuitous. unvio­
lenr programs :as 'Route 66 · and '77 
Sunxt Slrip.·" 

Movies :also hct.-:1me more graphic. 
When the groundbreaking "Bonnie 
and Clyde'" was released in 1967. New 
Yo'*ercritic P:auline Kael wr0<e. "The 
dirty re:aliry of dea1h - not suggestions 
hut blood :and holes - 1s necessary. 11 
is :. kind of violence.- rh:u s:i~·s i;ome-

1hing 10 us; it is something that movies 
must be free to use." " 

'l"'tc. government took ac:lion. Along 
1 with the American Medical Associ-

dent, Massachusen.s . eduation Com­
mis$ioner William S. Abbon. il hopes 
to "further the development of an 
open, free society by provina tha1 
1elevision auenainmen1 is nor the 
priva1e domain ol a few people in­
tenl on broadcasting for profu a1 
child.ten's expense." 

ation, ·~ funded the Cukwal India· S.rpCM Gnnwl'• lleporl 
tors Project at the Univasity o( In 1972. the aqeon aeneral re-
Pcnnsylvania, which bepn monitor- leased the five-volume repon, "Tele­
ing 1elevision progr2mmina for vio- vision and Growina Up: The Impact 
lence. President Lyndon 8. Johnson ol Televised Violence." lrs c:onuover­
appointed a commission to INdy die lial · condusion was tha1 there is a 
roocs ol urban unrest. It would find causal effect from 1V violence, but 
that TV watching, while nor die spe- primarily in children presupposed to 
c:ific cause ol IOCiely's violence, was be agressiYe. The report prompted 
a contributor. Bills were offered in Pastore to begin hearinp in March. 
Congress to prohibit 1V Violence, For yars "various poups have 
srudy the issue more and offer ar.anrs pointed to TV violence u a neptive in­
for improving children'11V, bul none ftuenc:e ari human behavior," radfied 
became law. Rep. john M. Murphy, D-N.Y., "'but 

In 1969,Sen.JohnO.Pumre,~ILI., thcy were lulled into inaaian wilh 
petitioned the swgeon aeneraJ to In- promises &om the indusay dw 
vatigate the effeas of 1V ¥k. ·ence. wouBd be a diminishmenl ol violence.• 
'"What is 11 scake ii no lea lban our M In lhe 1950s, die necworks 
most valuable resource - lhe bans came ow In force, pmmilina to ad-. 
and minds ol our young people,• be dress lhe problem. CBSIBrmdc:ut 
said. While the top pemment doc:lor Group Plesideui John A. Schneider 
-Wenl to work, lhe Foundation IO Im- poiNed GUI dw 1he suqeon I ~ 
prove Television, a new 8ostoo-bued bad arsued for only a llDl1l effect in 
poup of business, academic and com- axnparison wilh ocher caUMS ol vio­
munit'y leaders, &led a pelidoft in 1970 lena:. "'ll ii nor dear what lhe net cf­
demandinJ that lhe FCC bin "iiaianal lea would be II broaclcurm limply 
violence and horror" prosrams at a chanaed lhe quanlilalive balance be­
lime when children are Ukdy ID view tween violeN and ocher kinds ol 
lhem. The FCC pa11poned a dedsion lhows, • he llid, "lince people 
pending the surgeon aenemJ's repon. and choose the kinds ol Mimulus 

The same year, the foundation also 11eriaJ they wam - and violem mate­
;oined with some Washinau>n, D.C., rial i.'l very popular.• For its put, ABC 
mothers or small children in a lawsuit promised ro eliminate canoons that 
again.SI CBS Enterprises, lhe Televi- depend solely on ac:lion nor comedy, 
1ion Advenising Rq>resenwives and look more mrefully at hs overall 
the FCC 10 block broadcast ol a 1V · ance ol violence and budset S 1 
reNn of the prosr.am · '"W'ald. W"ald lion for four yars ol research. 
West" An appeals court declined to 1be National ~tion ol 81 
ovenum a lower court's decision de- c::aslers warned that government reg­
nying the petition on the ground that ulation would be "danKctOUS 
the plaintiffs hadn't exhausted rcme- unwise." FCC Chairman Dean Burch 
dies at the FCC. While the foundation declined to regulate violence, saying 
"docs not expect or hope to become it was not for the FCC io "make fun­
a bOard of censors." said its prcsi- damenlal progranuning judgments.• 
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lmitoling n' Violence? 
Hr lh~ mit.1-1<r0s. n~nvurk n· \\~;JS 

r.1(.-kinJt up n~· scu~ on 1h~ ~or~ m~­
l~r. CHS':-; 1976 ~nm IWt>-niJ.lhtcr ··H··'· 
1cr Skclt~r. ·· :a cJr.1111;1 on th~ Charles 
M:an.o;(xt (.'Uh killin)ts. dr<.'\\" lop r.1linJ.ts. 
A C:anadi:m RJ)":&I (.'Ommissiun 1h:a1 )·~.1r 
:ll'):unl for :a t::ausal link hc.-l"'·~n n· \'i• 
ul~n<.~ :and :llQC~ion. In 1976. lhl" 
Am\.-rian Mcdic-.d A.ssoci:ltion ·s House: 
of~qc:atc:s pilSSC'd :a re~lution s:iyin~ 
lh:a1 1V vio~n<.-e ·1hn::11ms 1h~ h~llh 
:and 9.-elfan: of 1-oung Atnc.-ri,-:ans. ~ :and 
c:ummiucd the AMA lo n:mc:c.Ji:al :a'1ion. 

It was in 19"9 th:u rwo m:ajor ,-Qun 
~s hruugh1 T\' ,·iolt'nu~ 10 1h~ front 
p:ages. In Zamura 1·. CBS rt al. the p-.1r­
mb of a 1 S-yc-.1r-old Florid:& hoy con­
''il1t.'d tJf muftkoring :rneif'hhunued :an 
lhn.~ ~orks for nt'J:li)tt'n(.~. Th~r 
s:aid tht' indusuy h:ad failt'd 10 pn:\..:nt 
lh~r "°" (rom ~ing inci1t'd 10 imil:&lt' 
viol~m-e on lV. Tht')' IOSI. In Rhodt' ls­
l:and. :a limil:ar c.-.a'X stmuncd from :a 
M:ay 2~. 1979. bru:adcasi uf -Tht'. To­
ni1thr Show." A prulessiun:al scunun:an 
on rht' shov.· h:ad :annoon~ lh:a1 ht' 
would -h:ang .. hoSI Johnny Carson on 
mge. Afttt :a noose w:1s placed :around 
lht' '~n·s ~'k. h~ \\OUI dropped 
lhruu1=h :a tr.1pdoor :and. of c:oursc. 
~mftlCCd unh:a~. Bui )'oung Nicho­
l:as ~F"alippo. :app:u~nrly \'it'Wing the 
auru from home. w:as found dc:ad wilh 
:a rope :uound hill neck in f runt of :a 1V 
set tuned to NBC. In lht'ir sui1 :apinsl 
NBC for -nqJiJtt'na. failun: to wam. 
prudua liability :and inren1iun:al ton­
tresp:ass." his p:arems te.iilit'd th21 their 
son rqubrty "-:itcht'd C:aD<>n. They 
:also lclSl. 
~bate O\'er rhe issue. however. 

continued :apace. When 1he R-rated 
1978 :anri-Vierrum W:ar movie "The 
Oet'r Hun1tt .. w-.1s shown on national 
lY. 50mc 29 incidt'nrs or people imi· 
t:alinR 1ht' famous Rus.o;i;1n Roult.-11~ 

scene we~· repurrt'd. 26 or which 
Wt're said ro hav~ c:auSt'd dc:nhs. The 
youngt.'sl victim "·:is H ye:ir~ old.:. 

Al :iround 1h:a1 lime. 1he Nation:il 
PTA p:isscd :a rt.'soluuon dt.'nunding 
from nt.'rworks :and loc.::il s1:i1ions ··:a 
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r~ductiun in 1he :amount or violence 
shown on relevision pr0grams and 
rnmmt'l'ca:als during lhe entire day, 
wilh p:arti<.'Ul:ar :aacntion to viewing 
hours ~-~ 2 p.m. and. 10 p.m. · 
:and wttkt'nd morning hours, when 
impressionable chiklren and young 
(>t'Oplt' :are most likely ro be watch­
ing." If 1elf-regulation doesn't work. 
the group said. il would demand that 
tht' FCC ntablish and enforce regula­
rions limi1ing violence. 

Despi1c lhe srudies, congressional 
he2rings :and court cues, the p­

emmcnr did nor chaUenge the net­
works' demands for self-rqulation. 
·What h:ad chansed. however, was the 
:amval or consumer activisu and pro­
test sroups. which bcpn pulling 
pressure apinst progmm seen as 
sexist. anti-gay, anti-Christian, or dan­
gerous to national aecumy. By the 
early 1980s, wriles Kathryn C. Monl­
gomcry of the Wa.shinguxHJued Cen­
ter for Media Education. more lban 
250 advocacy gioups were workina to 
change lV, and indusay oftida.ls de­
clared at a conference dw the pa.­
sure sroups "mua now be ~ 
:as a pcnnancm pan cl lhe rdeYision 
cnvironrnenL •" 

Even more imponaru, lhe aploeion 
ol new technoloaies-c::able and Vats 
primarily - combined wtlh lteapn­
er2 deregulation to remake che media 
landsapc, in panicular, reducins lhe 
on~-mighty dour of lhe three net­
works. Political momenrum for a crack­
down on violence dissipaied. A 
relaxation of FCC requiremems helped 
increase lhc amount of violence: A 
srudy by lhe Universities of Pennsylva­
nia and Delaware would show that 
children's shows tha1 in 1980 fearured 
an average or 18.6 violent acts per hour 
would by 1990 rack up 26.'4 violent acts 
every hour. 11 

In 1982. rhc National Institute or 

Mental Health produced a follow-up 10 
the 1972. surscon general's repon: 
"Television and Behavior: Ten Yc:arsof 
Scientific Progress and lmplic:itions for· 
lhe Eighties." lhc condusions were 
more far-reaching. arsuing that 1V vio­
lence alfeas all children. nae just lhose 
predisposed to agression. ABC re­
sponded by 11yina that 1V violence 
bad aone down in recent years. CBS 
called dle &OYCmmertl researchers 
°'una'ilical" and said the repon was pu1 
togedler by individuals ''Who came to it 
with publicly idemifllCd positions on 
the role ol television in society." 

Collflrw•slortlll Actioll 
It was in lhe mid-19805 thar Sen. 

. Paul Simon happened ro flick on the 
1V in an Illinois mocel and see an ac­
tor bcma sawed in half with a chain-
11w. nus led lhe ouuaged Simon ro 
inll'oduce lhe Television VIOience 
Aa, which was fmally passed in 1990 
~ backing from lhe N8lianal PTA. 
lhe AIM .;can Plycholoaical Associa­
lian and cbe Academy ol Pediatrics. 
1be bill sranred &he duee major net­
works a duee-year exemption from 
lbe Sherman AnlitNsl N:J IO rhey 
could pursue a joint asrecmen1 on 
curbing 1V Yiolcnce. II did not re­
quire the nelWOrks ro aa. but en­
mwqed lbem. 

""We sbould nae and cannoc diaate 
die CDnlml "' relevi.sion prosram­
min& .. ajd the bill's House spomor, 
lep. Dan Glidanan, D-Xan. "An ob­
llade to a volunwy reduaion in vio­
lmc:e by lhe ne!WOrks is char. in this 
inlenseJy compedlive business, it is 
commonly held chat violen~ sells. 
F.ach nerwork is muaaru IO Wee uni­
lateral aeps to redu~ violent pro­
sramminl for fear ol slipping in lhe 
ra&inp ... 

1he bill was opposed by the 
Aau, which called ii "a whoUy in­
appropriate and unconslitutional ef­
fon ro shape lhc corucnr or American 
television." Leading lhc floor opposi­
tion was ~p. Don Edwards. D<.alif., 
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Video Games and Push-Button.Aggression 

N
uthin~ :ahen:d d\ildhnnd more_ \"Uiihly in W 1980s ufaCIUl'el' la "aY couceaned about &he issues railed by rhe 
lhan the ;am,·;al uf the :Ille ot Nintendo. Children cmJiliaa -.. lbe taUiy ii lhere ii no ICienUflC eYldf:ncc 
hucJdlintc ;around . the 1'V ensros.»ed in Deadly liaking video pmea ID ... euive behaYiOr, .. he •ys. "'Our 

Tu11."1.'ft, Gucrralb W;ar or ~tighry Bomb Jack beamc a fa. pma falure ba ol aood wnus evil. 1&'1 no dilfcrcn& from 
milioar »i(tht. fuelins the c.Jeb;ate over 11mufated violence Gdmm'• &Arr.ales, wbk:b are Widely accepced.M 
and its link lo the real 1hin1. tnmmdo, wblcb racked up 14 billion in ales 1ui year. 

Rnc:arch on lhe e«ec:u of video pmes ~ llill in iu in- laUawa .....,. . modeled DD lbe film acing 9P1C1ft ol 
Iii"'-''· hut~ authonti~5 Apecubce that pulling Uigen lbe Madon PIClure .Aaoc:iNm o( America and die .. n­
in inccr:activc· cleamn1cs tm)' be more conducive ro ... ._ md piicac:a.ptlllapa wed al die cbrcc major 'TV 
~ in chikJ~n than the pU•ive viewins ol • aeteri- lllftab, Wblle- -.,.. 'Die _,... prohibit mpcional 

;;~h~~iv!:S:. :-r:~:::•,:c:,::s f~ ~ :: :.~ ~·~ -~~ypei wl depiaiom ol drvp, aJ-
snrch. "The more a chihJ praaiccs, w more apt he ii ID · 'Video 9iiiia lllie Wolem. •JS Paaida Marb Grem-
usc·· lhc skill he·s praaicintt 8eJd, •i»,.:iidoi, ·P.idc-or 11 lbe UniVeniry ol Cllifor-

ln December 1989, w National Coalitaon On Tclewl- *"I.al Aap'· ,,,..,.. lbll 11wtw111raca bop, who 
uon Violence (JCIV) ftlc:a.'C!d i&s monitoring raula on . malat·uv6St»Swi. d dae mutl:el.t 
liC> Sintcndo 1ame11. It concluded that 80 percenl con- · Mm&ll...,... p · •18" baYC laken bach Iida in &he 
t:unecJ "harmful vlOlencc. ·· a 11&1bstantaal increuc from _.._ · :·--..... · lbli W:leo afl'ea indMduaJ -. amlJ";.~ pmes 
a;c,·~I ye:an earlier. The co;alilion ll&appcd i&I X mini far chddrrn 7 ·4, . .J!qddllllla ,Joleph Cwiua o1 Mern-
e~me vtofcnce on -4-i pcrceru of chc pmes and died pbia.·n::i!Ji'-= ....... •CAD deveop a ICNC of profi­
l7 ;aadcftaic scudies of Yidcn pmcs, 22 ol which found c::imcf · · i'1t malkl Many ~ who are 
harmful cffecu. •PLa,,ers an now launch nudcar auailel, Uut m ·• -'ip -...Gbas me DOC MUI Mdl die video.• 
inmate revnluuons and toss pcnadcs into Asian vm..-,· . .,:..·~?~···~~;~~ ~ lbe puma, aad we._,~ 
rc2d an NC'1V .. tement. "'Combat Al often one-on-cae ~Ille ~--dmdde lbaa we dan'I waar IO mnforcc 
and csceedinsly pphic. 1'bc fanal acp cakes pllyen a. :a.·chlld'•0'"!ii751'am.ID·9UilllcA BUI Jr he's a IUty mel­
)onnd the war therM - into &he realm of P"I wufue.. 1~--'.·~rm""="'uaewlte pme la Dell Finl IO 
ln.'llead n( banlcs between &he 'BOOd IUfS' and the ~ ft ··p- '-""\!!+. -~-~~-·tt· ..... 
au~·5: there is now a Significant lack ol 'good pys."" · .. . •. .., .. -··""'~ ··-..••.. 

Bill White, dircaor of adYenlSing and public relltianl at tQummd •-~ ... ~--. ,.... I. lft5. 
Nintendt')1 Redn1ond. Wash .. office. says lhe Japanae man- ttQ 1 IL ..... ,., ,_.. Dec. ao. 1wo. ·.. . ·-- ...• -;;;:.;;;.;;.;.~,;..;;;.;;.:~;;;;,;.;;;.;..;;;;;;;;.;.;......;;.;.,;;,..;.. ______________________ ~ 

Mftllftllo ,.,,_ Mid XVnfll bow "co"*"'· 6'flPb'1c ~" .l'V,.,... ,,_. ..... b ,__ q/ """ ""rrrtful . -! · "**""; .. -4 RV,....., ..,..n p1aywrs '° "Mcollw,... ""°""' • -.. " ,t 
a.aed X (adt) a.aed SY 
Adwenluns ol Bayou Billy Nttwall 
Caldc'wuua: 1'.c Yunpft Slrika Back Amp 
DadlY Tuwen lionlc iuC-•WDCID 
~ Dnaon Brak nna 
Gaunlk.1 Qum 
Gholu n· Gublin.' Cobra Cmmand 
~ War Evil Empire 
1tun1 Fu Ddender 
Meuoid Drap Power 
Miahly Bomb jld Fteedan Fan:e 
Ninp Kid Gun 5make 
()pftwuon Wblf lftln Tank 
So&ornon .• Kqo ltaSC 
5qoon ICid Niki 
liW \bpgt.-r Ufe fcnr 
WK!i:r MAG MAX 
T.., Hd1 Mike Tytan's Pundl~ 
W11.urcb Ii W;,irnon Te-ma~ MUUl\I Ninp 
~dNnnn Xe¥\OUS the A~ 

Galcm! 
GynlJllite 
lcir Claiber 
Samo. 
Madi licier 
Mario an.. 
Papeye 
lad lacer 
llmepde 
$kale or Die 
Spy Hunrn 
llobo 'Wamor 
Sus>er Mano 8ros. 

--. .i; 

,. 

Mateb 26, 1993 179 



... 
·-·~; Ill 

;~: 

·:-~~-I\· V1omcr 
·' ~ ... 

,_. .. ,,,,,,,,, .i .. ,.,,, ,. , - .... 

wh11 l·.11lnl ii .. indin:•c.1 c.·ensonohip. 
cll';ir ;111.I ,1111rk .... Bru;ac.kasr'-"rs un· 
Ul'r>l;ind 1lu.: m:1m:ntluu~ p0wc.·r of 

)msuriiig the FCC 

lVfhC'n Ilk' nc."rn'Orks. rC'lc:-.&Sed thrir 
W jc.nnr !'IJr"-LarJ., 1n December. 

Sen. Simon 1'1ft'\lic.1C'd that progress in 
~due.in~ ,."•lc.·nl·c.• should be ~"i~nr 
in thl' I.all l'n,:r.inunin~ for 1993. But 
Rep. ~:humc.·r. whill' :ippl:auding the 
mon~. nc.llc.'\I thar the.• nenvorks ~d 
rumed ""' thc.•1r Sl:ltcmmt only d:lys 
before h1~ l~Jrill).':'i in _order to "have 
somerhinc n~·c.• m SJ\'... He said the 
statemenr' .ilc.Hlt' \\'c.~ldn't solve I.he 
problC'm JnJ 1lut ht' .,_·ould like 10 
~ :a ,,,,l~c.·c.· r.1ting S}"Slem. He 
pl:an.~ 10 , ... ,n. .. ic.kr lt.·J'i."l:uion if lhe 
n~-orl.;~ 'nm·t Jo it \'oluntarily. '' 

The: n~·c.'lf'k!'i. howc.-,~r. added in 
:1 lt'DC'r 1hJ1 ·1hl' ;amuunt of violence 
on 1c.•lc.-\·1:!'1l'" c.·;annut he.- ;adequately 
add~~-J unit'~~ u1her !'l'gmcnts of 
lhe inJu:•tf\' """ lL'i... Coopcr:ation · 
from 1hc.- ,·J!'llc.· :.anc.J falm ind~ric."S 
:anc.J 11"'' 1nJc.~m ~19.·orks such 
:a~ Fox •~ c.'Xf"'1c.'ll to ma1ertali~ ill 
an inc.Ju~rf\· .-,101\."rmc.-e on 1elC\"ision 
\"iolenc.·c.• r-L1nnc.•c.I for this summer in 
Los Ani.:c.·:c.·~ 

t.IC"'.1~wh1lc.·. 111 ,l;anuary the S:uional 
C:ablC' T c-ic"' :~" •n . .USOl·i:niun rele:iscd 
~ults ,,,- J "'"'' scud~· showing rel:i­
li,·elv htric.' '" •km:c.- on c.':ll>le~ri~in:u· 
~<J pmi,::-J:::llllll)o! ··~~ bdiC\'e that 
1he Jc.-r:. ::. •11 • ·• ,·iolC"nce is a leJ(iti· 
n~1e JrJr.:.111.- .111J jounulisli1.: rep~­
~nr;111,in .·:· .111 11n:i\·oid:lhlt' pan of 
human c-\:~:,·11. ,._ .. the.- ~·ahll' :1ss1.x:ia­
tion s;i1,! ·\\,· . .i .. u lx:hc.-,·e 1h:i1 1hc.­
gr.:11u11uu• ;;~,· "' nolt'nu:· Ut'pictt'c.J 
a~ an c."J•\ .111. I .-um·t'nit'nl solu11on 
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Con~rcss .... The message from 'Big 
Brotht'r to lY executives is clear: 'If 
you tlon ., c.·omply - watch out!" • 

to hunun pmblems is harmful to our 
industry and society." 

Cri1ics ;asked why the srudy did ncx 
ex:imine \•iolence in non~auw fea­
ru~ films. to which cable usodarion 
spokeswoman Peggy Luamie re­
sponded tha1 violence in feanue films 
has alre:ady been scudied and dw her 
group's plan -.-as to .. look arwtw cable 
brough1 10 1he mix." 1bc sroup has 
promised a rouow-up study. 

The Found:ation 10 Improve Televi­
sion. lhough donnant since &he mid-
19705, was recently reaaiva1ed to 
mount a campaign to set rhe FCC IO 
a:ack down on 1V violena:. Lare dais 
March it plans to fonnaUy ask the rqu­
latory body to make license renewal 
comingent on Rations showin8 no pro­
pams containing an .. c:xcessive 
amount or dramatized violence• be­
rween 6 a.m. and 11 p.m. The petilion 
also is expcaed to ask for advance 
viewer advisories and visual warning 
signals during programs wilh violence, 
a ban on ads or promoCiOns wilh dra­
matized violence, a ruinp sysran fw 
violence and addWonaJ p&idelines IO 
be developed by lhe FCC in consuka­
lion with lhe indusuy. 

The foundation argues dw coun­
lrics such as Canad:a, Prance, Great 
Brita in. Sweden and AUSb'alia ha~ tak­
en aaion. fining television companies 
dut broadcast violence during dUl­
dttn's hours. It ~ wortting with busi­
ness leaders and community groups to 
provi~ information and legal advice 
to 5end a "powerful message" IO rhe 
1V indusrry. 

The FCC. which received 79 com­
pl:iints abour violence in 1992 and 85 in 
1991. docs noc police the amount of vi­
olence on America's 1V stations. A 
spokesman ci1es Section 326 of the 
1934 Feder.ii Commuruc:ations Act. 

which prohibits censorship. If the FCC 
were to regulate violence in the way it 
regulates indecency. he uys, Congress 
-would have to pass a staru1e. "All we 
can do," said James H. Quello. interim 
chairman o/ lhe FCC. "is mention in a 
speech lhat Hollywood and cable and 
lhe nelWOlks are aaually flooding the 
airwaves wilh too many Yiolent pro­
·pams, and some of these kids are scan­
ing to imita1e lhe violence they see."" 
Qllello applauds lhe work ol Ameri­
cans for Responsible Television, 
founded several yan ago by Michigan 
housewife Terry Rakolta, who became 
offended ar vulprity on lhe 1V show 
..Mimed ... With Oaildren," and who 
has also launched a campaign to per-
. suadc c:onsress to limit 1V violence. 

The National Coalition on Television 
Vaolence continues to release ia regular 
ranlcinp ol lhe mOsl violenl shows. Its 
February lill llged the Fm nclWOrk as 
lhe most Violenl broadasl nerwork. 
wilh 11 Yiolem aas per hour. °'We were 
aunned," aid Beay Hoffnian. Fox vice 
praidenl for publicily' noting that lhc 
lhows lhe cmlition ii CIDUnlin8 Include 
.. America's Mos Wanccd" and .. The 
f..dae ... •'.America's MOii Wanted' is re- · 
sponsihle for 1he apnirc ol 243 fugi-
11va,• lhe ays. "lt'a lhe ane show 
dedicated 10 cndina Yiolencc. "The 

· fdae' ia a parody and satire ol Violence. 
1bc .. "Yhole claim ii ridkulous." 

In Sana Fe, lhe saiplWrilers wortc­
ma 1w PUlure •~ ~ nearing lhe 
produaion phase ol a non-violent ctUJ­
dren'a canoon c:alled •Asuocops." It 

. uses a former Lm Angeles police offi­
a:r as a con.iuhant. "The challenge of 
being non-violent can bring out lhe 
best in writers." says Gene Ayres, 
who's wriaen more daan 50 c:anoon 
episodes for such shows as "Scooby 
Doo" and .. 'lbc Smwfs." "ll's more in­
teresting if you don't do lhc expected 
- the slug in the jaw and &he hero 
who·s faster on the draw and bigger 
lhan the bad guy. We're not asking lhe 
industry to kill Bugs BuMy, just to pro­
vide an allemative." 
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• At l!ue: 
Should the television industry do more to curb depictions of violence? 

lBNID D. f.lo:i ; ... 
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1'rtflnwffp6Jdoloo· VUs .., "Mldl#p• 
noM •Mall.C t70UINC2 AllE JT4V~ IO/l n' AND 
RUI flOS!iwt V ,,..,,ARD SOIOOl. 0# l'i.uc HEAUH 
l'ANEL notZJSSION. MAT 11. Uf2. ~.. ;~:.,;_; ...... , ... ,,___ $.. \jJ 

.'if ,~_. ·~ 
., . a ~ 15umm:a~· of ,,, .... r .?Oo srudicl'i. puhli."'1ed in 

· 11'1" clfft"rs '-'un,·indnJ: ~i'-'"""ce 1h:a1 1hc nbserva-
1•11'1 er/ \iuk."f'IC.'C. ;a" Km 1n iound:an.J C\"eryd:I)' 1ele­

'"i.-.icW1 c:ftl\."ft:linmt"nl. ~s :affttt lhe :aggres.,ive heh:wior o( 

IM ''"-"""""· ... 
'\1'11;11 c:an he done> As !iOnn :as lhe sUftR'-"l'ilion for :aaion 

comes up. lhe T\' inJu:;u~· rno;c:; lhe i."L,ue nf ""Cf'lsnnhip. 
,.ic>l:nion ot' Firlil A1""°ndm~ n,chr:; :ind ~mlPlion nl lhe 
l:nn. .. 111u1i11n. For m:inr ~,~.ar:; now W~ern Eumsx.":ln coun­
lries fl;!\'"" mnnircJR:'(J n· :anu filiru: :anu h:ave l'IO( ~nn1ned 

1h ... shnwinJC rrl ""x""CS." ,·inl ... m-c. '-"Sf>n.i:lll)· during child 
,.~·ing hours. I h:a\·e ne\'"" h&.":IN u( :any cumpl:ainu by 
c:ilittn."1 in rhca.e ""-""'"'-'1'2lic cnun1ries 1h:a1 lheir rilhlS have 
lwnt \'inb1cd., Bui in lhc U.S .. )'UUth ,'iQlence is :a public 
health pnJl>I"""'· 110 -.Jn1Rruted h~· lhe Ccm~n; for Dilnse 
Cc11'1tml 1:11. Pn."'""N111nl .... Nn nne is cl:aiminl' lh:at 1V vi· 
•ll'-'11Ce i." th"" :.c1h: c.-:au:;c nf 1hc epidemic. HoY.'e\'er. it is 
"-.m:ainh· "'"' nt 1h ... '-":I~. :and nnc whieh we :at lea.11 can 
&Jn ~hintc :about. b ii ton mud1 tn :a.'k lhe industty ro 
rnli1.'C il:;clP. h h:as dOM !Ill tx:fnre "-'ith some IUa.-esl. 

I dcWl't f;n-nr a.-nsnnlhip :and I :am ;r:alnu~ nf my Fint 
Amc.·nJm ... nt ri1&hts. Uut I Jun·t think !iOme Rrinus self-n:1· 
ul:HKtn :and mnni1nrinll h~· thr 1V :and film industry ii :a 
lfu'\.":ll In our '-'Uft."tilut11W1:1I rillhb. 

It -.·oukJ be: ;aprn1pn:11c ror 1hc f'.(:C 10 require 11a1ionl 
10 ~-urn«.."f'll \\-h:at 11M:r h:a,·e dnnc tn lower lhc Yiolmc:. in 
their pmgr.ammini: hd~ &heir li~n.oes :are renewed ... : 

In the: l'printc lot' 1"9ZI -.·c had In (:ace lhc implialionl of 
1he uncomroll"oJ ,·icllcnae in lDli Antceles. 1V annex escape 
illi lih:arc o( lhc ~pnn.'libiliry ror lhb outburst. - know 
th:at d1ilJn.-n li\·int: in the inner c:i~· \\':Uch more 1V lh:an 
nth\.'r i.:lulJri.·n. <.;hilJr\.'n li\·in~ in lh\.' inner city :are increas­
infClr i.urrnunJ1.oJ h~· \inlc."nc:C' - :11 home. in lhe nei1hbor· 
hcind. un lhl." \\":I~· Ill :anJ rmm ~nnl. The,• :are c:onll:lnlly 
Jnd)lint.: hulk1s. c.nw"•rin.,: in h:allw:ays. hidinJt under a:ables. 
1'11.."\':IU~' thl• ""rl."\°f' :lf'l' !ICI cJ;.ani,:1."mus frnm drin•-hy 
..ticw11inf:" :inti 111h1.•r noli.·nn·. Th~· spt"nd mnn.- :ind mnre 
lime'""'""' \\':llchin,.: T'\'. 

AnJ wh:n Jo 1h1.•\· ~· on 'TY' ~lnrl." \'inlC"nce. This v:ali· 
J:ir ... ,, "·h:11 rhe c.·hilJrt"n h:in· ~n 1n 1hc nc11thborhooc.I. il 
m:akc' nol""n~i.· nurmJll\'l" - ""''1."l"\'OnC' s dn1n" it. not 1usi 
in 1hc1r n1.•1):hhorhc" 11..1 hu1 Jll m·cr. T\.' rcprc:;enrs \'iOIC"nce 
;1,, .in Jf'rropnJll.' w;.a\· 111 "ohc 1n11.·rpcrll>on:al problC'rtb. to 
,.:1.·1 whJI \nu w:1n1 c ''°' 11f hh.·. J\ 1.•ni.:I.' 'li.,:hL'i ;anl.J 1nsuh . .) 
Jnt.J mal\1.· up lor 1>1.'fl'l.'l\'C'U inru.,IKl':. ' · 

.Du. 

n'AND 
'CH£Unl 

t he only way to lipif"ICllftdy reduce Yiolence. or the 
dual ol Violence, in llOIY'ellina ii f« nefWUrks :and 
cable ID limply nae order Rries or specbl ftlm.s which 

are. Yinually by definilion, mherendy violenl. such u ac­
liOn-adYenlure, mme, fUlurilxic melodnma. etc .• and u.w 
inlle:ad lhe loita' aenra. IUCh as we see on die nerTo'Orks 
now, shows IUCh as HOflW/ronl. SU#ts. ~ E.qlolurT. 
and so on. Not a very realilUc pauibilily, however. 

Neaworb. u you know, rauow. 1bey c1o nae Ac:ad. Nee· 
works reacr ro IOCiaJ c:haftF and axnmunily Dndardl. I 
.hloul. I have lerWd u a llCll)' edilor on many weekly 
leries. SIOIY edilan ICan lhe headlines • .ealdlin8 for ways 
lO paraphrue lhe aulh and put ii iDlo fl!Clional fonn. ... 

I bcUcvc dw addilional suJdeUna for Ylolence lhould 
nae be calJcd for became Ibey wlll limply reduce lhe aaual 
li8IUS o1 ... Yiolence but lllOC che dvaaeftina .,.,....... 
dw bullds ro ii, and lt.etcfore IUCh pddelines would be a 
awnb duown ro d'°9e who believe in a causal relalianlhip. 

I belJew dW Wrilen ahould conanue to tell che llories 
ol our lime. Abue in lhe home IDWUd c:hlldrm. pr par­
erus, or .pandplrems ii out.oltlbe. clCllel now. lhanb to u 
dranwizacion on lelmaon. CUld CUllOdy sauglcs. In 
which che lalin1 parent Urerally kidnaps a child, ....... 
before lhe American public u die lerioul IOCiaJ problem 
dW II is. l'lclional llelevtsion bu 8eeft dUI dmnalilled fre­
quendy. Gay buhina has found la way from lhe :2atk al­
leys ol our dda ID lhe films o( boch weekly lelta Del 
IDOria ol-che week. 1he violence on che home ICl'eeft fol­
lotlll lhe ¥iolenae Ill our Uva. 

We've liwed wtrb Broadcaa Scandards for 40 years. fiatu· 
.... che deparanema frequendy. losing most ol che fiatus. 
bu& reaain8 pOlidvely u necworkl followed chanps in 
community aandards from che clays ol no "hells" and no 
.. damns .. ro roday'1 rel:alively uplidl lanp:ap, frank rel:a­
aonships and open dramatizations ol dysfUm"lion:ll fam­
ilies. Wrirers wan1 ID involve audiences in nur •ories. 
Wrilen are family people. too. We're p:arem.• and children 
and 11bllnp and pudparenll and srandchildren. We :are 
communi!y-minded and we care deeply about the world 
around us. We are u shocked and t"Or1Ce1 oed by what Is 
happenins on our sueeu. on our schooly:ards. in our class­
rooms and in our homes. u any o( you. We :ap-ec on very 
linle but we do a~e on funmmcnr.:als. such as frttdom or 
expreuion and freedom from '-"eRSOrship. lhe oflki:al kind 
and the unofficial kind which induces self-censorship. 
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1V News: Violence Is Part of Our World Tonight 
''I' II hlc:cds. 11 1..-.uh.·· ~~ic::. chc t1·nio· ,.le,.,. nl celevi­

"llln nc\\·s. Hue no"· '!Cl:U1nru. ch:u ~n nlf ~sc:uts 
· wnh a;cncmu:. do~s of gore :and rru~·bcm ue be­

in,: hckl re~pnru.ihle lor chcir role 1n fttd1ng Amcric:ans 
rhcir src::idy Jiec of 1ele\·iliion ,·iolcnce. · 

The i:..-.uc w;as Jr.1moa1ized in j:an~ry :afrer :1 Nnnh Lau­
~lc. FL! .. ~unn ;11~ fnoc:age- nf ;a nun shoaling his 
ciMv1fc :111hc:1r d:au,.?hcer·s J.?r:l\'e. Emilio Nunez·s dc:adly acr 
,..;a., 1:1pc.-d'b\· :1 •lunne-J "-:amer,i C'ft'W for the Sp:anish-lan­
p:aJ.te- ~:mo~. whit:h holJ bttn :alc:ned co :a pouible con­
lmn1:1linn. St:11ions :imund the: i:ount~· :ai~ the shooting, 
:ind m:in~· we-re r:ikm 10 r:ask. 

Lw .'4".f~c·/,~ Tl,,1cs T\' critic Howard Rosenberw 
sl:unmt:d rhc use nl the ·unncc~s:ary·· and '"Y:alueless .. 
fnnu,:e. ~n~n \\-onc.Jcnng whether che sr:aunn h:ad set up 
the i:nnfmn1.1uon. ··The self·~rv•nK hucksters Mapped it 
up. i::1pll.Jhz1nJC nn lr:lfll:°dr ro~ the ~ke of c:reaung unfor­
Jie'llilhlc Jeh:isdr T\':· R~n~rg wmce.t He noted that 
Ounnd .:? in Lo~ An11de5. -.·hose ne"'I director reponed-
1~· Ul'J:e":. hi> "'thron:d !Off rn ~~re ''ieWers 10 death, .. had 
u.~d rhc :.artt'!Ct of Sunez as ;a pmext for rebroadascing 
the- upc ;a fe"' clays bier. 

Ar ~ ."1\Jtc:lc• Ch:aMel ~. News Director Warftn Cer­
ej:hinn Je-fcnc.Jed the fOtKa~e. saying it :apdy illusuared 
··un111nun;a1e &Jnmcsuc 'iolence :and emotion escalating ro 
~&u:h ;a nul~t lc,·cl. • The: news pruducer :at LA"s Channel 

·9 1W'lll11..J the :iinnJ( ~· sayinx it w:a.~ pan of the .. echic:al 
Jcl'IJll: · nn "·hcchcr such \'isuals should be shown. Ocher 
"""" ... '-"Xc:nmn:s nu1n.I th.Jc the scene wasn'1 py and 
JicJn c ~uw hloud nr "'Onanned bees. Bua some muons 
1hoa1 u~ th&: upe l:nc:r :apologized. 

In ;an ·cr:a v.·hc:n re:al-life violchce - be it che Persian 
«.;ulf '1':1r or 1hc police heating nl motorist Rodney Kina 
- :are i:nmmnnlr "·:autthl by ame11,, viewers' roler2nCe 
fnr JCftsl\· ''~hL.. i~ cle:artr being exp:anded. "Bui a Gulf 
•-:ir i.o; uni~· nnC\.' 1n ;a t1:hilc::· nut~ Universiry ol Pennsyl­
'-:anu 1.:nmmunu.:;.111on." Pml°a.'IOr Gcorac Gerbner. "1be 

.......... 

In Los An['d~. the nonprofit group 
Mcdi:isco~ is puning on workshops. 
semiiurs :and public ~ut.":ltion om­
p:aigns - often on lcx::mon in Holl~·­
wood "uc.Jius - to promote ;a more 
::1ccur:ne :mc.J halam:L'CJ c.Jeopit.1ion of \"i· 
ulcnc."C" in hims and 'TY The group h:ls 
received a su-5.000 gr.1n1from1he Cir· 
nc~ie Corp. of '.'\e\\· Yurk Cirv. ;as wdl 
;as ;a i:ontrJCl "·nh 1he Dep:1nment of 
He;ahh anc..I Human Sc:rv1c.·es 

~1C'c..11;.15c.·opc- is ;also work in~ ~·uh film 
o;chuub 10 t<n<:uurJl!l" ;1 ux.k· 11r' '-·1h11.:. 

I H.:? {."(.} lln1•11rd..-r 

t• ....... ,... ..... zr. .,,,_ 

and promoting me need for research on 
lhe effecu of violence dw Is up-co-dare 
and pr:u:tial. "The research mmmuni­
ry sees the enteruinmeru media as nea­
:ative." says Mediascope President 
Marcy Kelly ... The media dismiss me re­
se::1rch. There ·s a need to come togedler 
:ind bridge the gap." Much of modem 
1V violence is highly unrealistic, she 
:1dds. "There are no consequences. You 
don ·1 stt children who've lost their par­
ents. p:arents who've lost their children, 
people who can't walk. who've lost 

lbeir bOmes beause ol nine months 
spent recupemirig. You just see du.. 
believable agaessioca. and then lhey 
an to die hero 11 a codmil party!" 

• 1be whole issue is very circular." 
she condnues. -ihe wriler will say, 
'1bars .m&t the producer wants me to 
write.' The producer will say, 'That's 
what the netWOrk wants.' The netWOrk 
will say, 'That's what the advertisers 
want.' The advelti.ser$ will say, 'That's 
what the public wants.' The question 
is, how can we break the circle?" 
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~"What Can Be Done? 

. I f •dc:\·isiun hold n~'Cr httn inven•- . 
c:U, liOCiel)' would hoa'-e ~ 

sp;am.I 10.000 homic:ide:;. 70.000 r.apc.s 
·:and 700.000 assaults. hypothesizes 
~-chi:atrU;( Cenrerwall. 

. On · the ocher hand. -By t\2,ing 
1ele,'ision • ftll~inmen1 wilh ade­
qu:ue ICX and Yiolenl-e," aJJUCS Jib 
Fowles. a l:nivcrsiry ol HOU5lon­
Cle:ar uke medi.:l llUdies professor. 
··Ammcans are nighlly able 10 cmpry 
their subconscious: agressive fanta· 
sies produ~ u:anqull minds." 11 

The rnson 1V \'iewers pwk :n faked 
Violence like passersby rubbemec~g 
:11 an au10 wm:k is beause "'males! are · 
1augh1 :a loc ol things 10 cmbr:ace - be 
JUOng. noc to feel. see power ar all cosu. 
win/lose, be a 11Uldiej - lhey're all pre­
senled as appropria\e male aaitudes," 
says pt.ice sudic:.s • Professor Crews. 
-M05t or il is nunure. noc nature. Ifs a so­
cial rnlity thal is consuuaed." 

-The male demand for violen1 cn-
1enainmem ~s abow noc because 
males inna1ely W2nl to see violence, 
bul because mac shows pul fonh 
ID'Ong male role models." ays Har­
vard's Prochrow-Stilh. "Men are look­
ing for heroes. 1bc:y look for men 
who arc cffft.'livc. And in watching 
aelcvision, panicularly if lherc's noc a 
father in the home. you fand lhe male 
~ are prescnled in lenns or vio­
lenl :action." ' 1 

Aau:ally, violence doesn·1 seem so 
pof)Ul:ar if ~'Ou louk :u the 1op-r:ued 
sho"'·s. • whid1 :are p~omin:anrly si1-

9Tlk- lc!ft Jn _,lfir. f'"lllr·OllK' llhow.-. cJunftt 
d .... ""''"' 111 ~~n;h "· "'''UNan,c 10 dw A.~ ~.:I· 
...,.., U. .. ··~. "Hunw lmprcJ\•'mCftl ... -1.0 Min· 
ui ..... :· -~n Don1 T..-11.- ··Cu;ich.- -R.-:inM." 
-l'nnk'T1n11: LI•·.-... "illn."lk' •)I I. .. "MuN<-r. ~ 
... l'UI... ":w.nt.:k.I." -~1 ... ,-r..." ".!O .!O ... "':'liUfthnn 
L'll'llt"UI'\'. .. "\lurf'h•· Rnu•n ... ··full Hou .. : ... ·or 
CJu1nn. "'\lnJ1nnc: 'lllhnun · -L!ft>Ol•·ftl !-h.,..eor· 
on ... "l'IL'Uf\lr' Chuo.,. ,.,.·;1rd• ... "frnh l'nnceo of 

lk'l·Alr. "Tiw ~'"'""'"'·'· ;1ntJ "0~•· Onr .. 

···~ ,i· .. . .·i '•: ······1' ' • 

coms~ says Gerbner. But. he adds, 
"Viol~nce travels well. unlike humor; 
which me:ans lhat Hollywood is likely 
10 con1inue producing more violence 
:is its produas ale markered overseas 
~use ii needs no ll'anllatioo. 

ActivislS at Harvard and elsewhere 
h2ve argued lhat the movement against 
1V violence should take a me from the 
anti-smoking, anti~en-driving 

and environmerual movemerm, all ol 
which have had suazss in winning~ 
oper.ation from ICripewrilers, produc­
ers and direaon in Hollywood co 
highligtu their causes. But creative 
people wield limiled power in fhe·en­
tenainmcm indusuy. Hollywood writ· 
er and aaor Ben Stein ays: •1 
remember so many limes coming (lo 
the Warner Bros. lot] and pitching 
(scriptS 10 executives). PiU:hing and 
thinking, 'I've 10( IO sell this, no maaer 
what, I have co sell this, I've ju.It p to 
sell this. It doesn't maner. Ask me co 
put in a scene of lorturinl nuns, I'll do 
it. I'll do anything to make this sale.'..,, 

AllnwlllbJn for ,.,., ,..,. 
On a personal level. the American 

Academy of Pediaeric:s has recom­
mended that parerus limit children's 
1V viewing IO one IO IWO hours per 
day. The National PTA advises par· 
crus co watch children's favorire pn> 
srams as well as the news wilh lhei.r 
children, disaw the violence, a­
plain how violence is faked on enrcr-
1ainmeru shows and encounac 
children IO wa!ch programs wiEh 
char.aaers who c:ooperate wUh each 
Olher r:alher lhan fighL 

Advice columnist Ann landers ~ 
centJy recommended, when a reader 
complained about sex and violence 
on lV. tha1 viewers c:aU loaJ muons 
wilh their complaints ... I, too, deplore 
lhe g:arbage on lV, but ii is vitally 
imponant 1hat we ft()( in1erfere with 
lhe rights of those who like it." she 
wro1e. "Written pro1ests to lhe spon­
sors :are effective, bul the mosl im­
media1e censor is simply to use lhe 
off bunon."" 

Beth Waxman Bressan. CBS Broad­
C:ast Group vice presidem, . recendy 
testified tha1 her nerwork receives 
upwards ol

0 

600,000 pieces . or mail 
each year bu1 lha1 less lhan 1 percen1 
complain about violence. On lhe Olh­
cr hand. ar least one spor\sor of ca­
ble· programming, Tunc-Ufe Books, 
recendy withdrew its ad for a series 
ol. books on aime featuring serial 
killen Ted Bundy, Charles Manson 
and Richard Speck because of viewer 
complainrs about poor wre. 

'"If I.were a puenl or a PTA poup, 
rd pick up the phone and c:aU the lo­
cal 1V IWion," ays Doug W'dls, a 
1pe>kesman for lhe National AuOda· 
lion of Broadcasrcrs. .. • prosram­
ming manaser lhcre doesn't want ao 
alienate his audience, and ii is in his 
interesc to be. responsive for mmpcti­
liveness rasons." In aencnl. W'alls 
adds, '"wilh some czcepcions, IUCh as 
lhe three rccem movies on lhe ltllly 
Fisher case lha1 made. aecutiva un­
mmfonable, 1D01R of relcvisian meeu 
1be viewing needs of che public and 
doesn't set OUl ID affend anyone." 

1V aide Kilman ays lhc IOludon 
ID 1V Yiolent-e ii for the nsworks co 
use lhcir power 1ID ·produce hour­
long Michael jackson or Madonna 
lpec:ials with the messaae dial ·on1y 
aeeps c:any pns." 

More impodanl. 11ys cbildren'1 ac­
llvist PeaY Omren. '"we need p& 
lie policy to focus on lhe root causes 
ol violence in du. munay. Poveny is 
what you fix if you want ID do some­
thing about violence."" 

""Odlcr Couneries fmd us strange," 
uys Donncrscein. -VIOience is as 
American as apple pie. Bui sex and 
profaniry upse1 people the most. 
'Jbere's an outcry if you ahow partial 
nudiry, bul viewers don'l care if ~ 
pie ger hacked up." 

The best chance for a federal cffon 
apinsl 1V violence would come if 
lhe issue were taken up by flrsl lady · · 
Hillary Rodham Clin1on or a 9roup 
like lhe Children's Defense Fund. 
says scrip1Wri1er Ayres. "A heavy-
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w~isht political lobby would .be 
nee~d because the indUSlry will 
figh& 1oorh and nail." 

In November. then-President-elect 
Oinlon lold 7V Guide lhal makers of 
films and 1V progr.aw "could, With­
uu1 undennining their artistic in1egri· 
ry, have a major new impact on the 
way people Yiew the world .... 
There's no quescion me cumula1ive 
impaa ol this banalizalion of sex and 
violence in the popubr cullure is a 
net negative fDr America ... •• 

""When I fll'll came 10 Los Anseles 
and warned ol the cffeas ol 1V Yio­
l~ce." ays lhe NClV's Uebennan. 
"J though1 they'd say 'Oh. OK. we'U 
f uc ii.' But 10 years later. I'm slill 
healing my heaJ apinsl the wall. 
The people here are lilcr.aUy setling 
away wilh murder." • 

Iota 
• Qualed in n' G111M. -11 VJD!ence Ba. · ~g 
Our Kids'.- Aug. 22·28. 1992. p. 8. Prachoow­
!llllti'1 book. DMdly eo.w.,- ,,_ .....,_ 
~ b ~·· Our T ..... ,,...,_., 
wu~tnl991. 

• f"llUl'CI &aken from a special repon an ~ 
lmC'e in 1M ,/oMnllll of* A-.n M«JIUJ/ 
~June 10, 1992. 

·~ tmil'ied Dec. 15. 1992. al harinp 

... 
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a Sary 'World. - Mce.Jl'r. February 1993. p. 
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22-28, 1992. laue ol lhe nalioaal weekly. Panelilu n::bMk 
1V eftallivel. TV atlial, KIClemks and palic:y adwates. 

""ftolmce la Gar Odlmcs M .America ...... oa 
kllmc Fftt Jail la8ft ID ms Wllml me we ..... to 
_,wlHSP" N .. .....,,, April I, 1991 • 

A leadina aewnieddy'a roundup of what aides, produc­
ers and acadmUcs believe ue lhe risks of IOCie!y'a 
lion wilh fiaionaJ violence and honor. 
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The~Step 
Additional i!'f onnation from UM I's Newspaper 

& Periodical Abstracts database 

Cable television 

Hall. Jane. ""Scanclards OD •loknce llf'ICd for cable 
1V, .. L06 A•*• T,,,,~ .. Dec. 16. 1992. p. 03. . 

During a Dec. 15. 1992. congressional subcommiRtt 
meecing, the cable 1V industry came under added pressure 
10 enact indUS1ry9.'ide. guidelines on depic:ling violence. 

Jackson. aobeft L. "'Cable wows co :llldde luue of.,.. 
lcace on n· ... L06 A,...,.. n .. ., Jan. 21. 1993. p. Al4. 

The ca~ 1V industry promUed on Jan. 'Z7, 1993. to ad­
dress the problem or violence on its programs. 

Children and televi&lon 

ln1enoU. •~nda. .. Dramatic re-eaaa.menu mmy bun 
kids,"°""°'' Nftll• & Frtt ,.,.. • ., Dec. 6. 1992. p. Cl. 

TV's popular "reality" shows. such as ·Racue 911." att 
anracting a 1rn1e• number of child viewers and generating 
concern among piraus~and expens ,i_n child psychology. 

SUwer, Marc, '"TroubUa. TV· 8ds," U.S. Nftll• & World 
ll~rr, Feb. I, 1993. pp. 6S-67. 

Pamus may reel ufe abou1 lening their children watch 
some prime~ime 1V programs. but they may "°' be aware 
of th~ violent commercials airing during lhe ahows. 

WIDJ.um, MlchaeL "He-Men yield to bamor • Kklrid 
dcfeadl alcbc." V•'*'>'• July 'Z7, 1992. p. 59. 

Propanunen ~children's shows are inaasingly blend­
ing anima1ed propmming With news. ·documentaries and 
drama la'ies. They~ also calling for less violence. 

Community response 

Braxton. Grq. •a1a1na TV .tolence with tbe 'off' 
9Whch." L06 A•••· n..w .. Nov. 12. 1992. p. F3. 

NO\'. 13. 1992 Will be the second annual gr.us-roou 
'"Tum Off the 1V Day." a nationwide effon of a group of 
people fed up with lhe sex and violence on lV. 

Came. Barry, .. A child's ausadc," Made••'., Dec. 7, 
1992, pp. 46-47. 

Virginia Lariviere feh the person who killed her lister 
may have been influenced by lV. She and her family gath­
ered nearly 1.3 million sign:nures on a petition to curb and 
eventually eliminate violence on Canadian lV. 

Dennis, EYercne L, ""Mounting a campaign apinsl 

medJa lllbcnc:r," De ~ oJ H16hr .,,,ctdUM, 
,...,. .. 1992. pp. 81·82. 

Dennis aqrua that viewers must understand chat lhc me­
dia rorm a powerful IOCial inaiNlion with the pcxcnlial 10 
roaer violencz. 

Perldm. Joeepb. "Tawdry earcb for radap," ~ 
............. n..... Jua. 17, 1993, p. 83. 

Perkins c:aaunems on lhc dnc TV necworks' made.for· 
relevision movies about "lroUop-cum-aaempced murderess 
Amy F"&Sher" and uys lhe ncrworks ue only intaesccd in 
•aploilina violence and mayhem for ratings and profits." 

Slark. Sleft:a. "Prlme-dmc at•ln.eh," lltad• QoH. 
JUI. "· 1993, p. 11. 

Swk decries lbe alorification of persons who cominit 
"'speaacular" crimes by me media vta .lelevision movies and 
quasi-news psopams, noCing lhe cues of Mark David 
Chapman. who lhoc and killed John Lennon. and reeaagcr 
Amy Fisher, lbe "Lona Island Lolila" who lhoc lhe Wire of 
her aDcged adull kwer. 

•ratDD. Gres. -iv m.atbel - ..... calalpl for 
lllwl 11aemi," Loa~ n..a. OcL 22. 1992. p. A31. 

1JYe 1V covaaae ol lhe Los Anades docs was a caraJyst 
for funhcr lootina and 'Violence. acmrdina to lhc apccial 
panel invesdptina poUce 1espo1111e «>die dYil uaresl. 

•ratDD. Gres .... lenc. ........... 9bocb LA. 
vlewua. •Loa .t ..... n.., JllL 21, 1995. p. Pt. 

Many viewen caUcd ID atddzc lhe LOI Anaela 1V m­
tions dm showed a man lboodng Ibis elll'lftFd wtre in a 
Florida co1aereiy. 

•l'ftlllllllo llllre. "LA. 'a IDc:al DCWI IUa ID lbe 
lll"eCta." ............ ...,. "' 1992. p. 11. 

When violence aupced in Soulh-C.enlral Los Angeles fol­
lowing lhe verdia in lbc Rodney ICing aial, local 1V su­
lions offered pphic live aansmisaions ol IL Olhcr 
CO¥Crl8¢ ol lhe iioa, loocina and fires Is dilcuued. 

~ PHzebetb. '"KIJllaa abown OD TV prompD de· 
bale." D• N.,. Yorlt n.a, Jma. 22. 1993. p. AID. 

1be decisions by 1V news shows around lhc nation to 
broadcast a videocapc of lhe bnml lkilling of Marim Nunez 
has prompted calls of ouuagc. 

Ronddl, A'Wital. "Haunted 1V1 Rodney ltllla/'Wideo/tnu­
m.a." A'1foru111, Scpember 1992. !PP· 71-73. 

( 



Tht' l~:ninl( 111 Kodnt'\' KinJ:..hY Los Angel~ police offi· 
c1..·r" j_,; cx:aminc:d m n:btinn tn TV"s represent:nion of vio­
lt'n''"' ;.and l"rim"" ·nLikinJt 1hcm J medi:a C\'ent. 

W:atc:n, Harry f .• "America'• ualiest home Yideos, .. 
Nr11•.,11ttlt. June: IS. 1992. pp. S'"'°· 

111c: prolift'r.1111t11 of shm'"s lh:it :air homt' Video record· 
in,.:s of murdt'f"S .mll uCht'r gri.'11)' t'\'CfUS (or ,;~·ing is dis­

<."Us."'--d. 

Weiner, seewan. ·shock 1V," 11' G .. 111~. April 4, 1992, 
PP• J0·.52. 

'"I Wimes.~ Vic.k,,.. L'I discussed for its impact in bringing 
h:a~·ing. ral-lil,· uu:idcrus tn i:.s. TV audiences. 

Legislation 

Foisie, Gcofftty and Randy Sukow, '"Sc:bumer waacs 
Ylolence radng for 1V allows," Broluk•st• Dec. 21, 
1992, pp • .58-39. 

House Crirnt' :11"1 Criminal Justice Subcommittee Chair­
man Charles E. Sl·humer. D·N.Y .• has proposed special 
v.·amiftRs or :a r.111n1ot-" syaem. like chat used for fdms, to 
alen pare~ abnu1 ,·iulence lnels on TV shows. 

Hodps, Ann. wtv .tolencz m be daagcroua," Ho ..... '°" Qroalcw, Jan. 24. 1993. p. Zll. 
HodJCt'S commc.:n1s on an initiallwe by Sen. Paul Simon. 

D-lll .. aimed al nuking TV nmivorics restrict rhe Yiolencr 
lha1 they allow 10 1-..· broadc:aa on their progr.ams. 

Kwu, Howard. '"Clinton cakes abo1 at Hollywood. 1V," 
J1N F.ubbrgtow PMI. Nov. 13, 1992, p. A4. 

Praident<le<.1 <linron says he is •moniflCCf" by some ol 
Whal is shown on 1'' and lhal Hollywood should Wee che 
lead in ·dcR1amoriantt mindless sex and violence." 

ltoRabcfw, Howard. "Confcaeaca woa'I cad 'IV c:ar­
aqe," ~ A•g•• T,..,., Feb. I, 1993, p. Fl. 

Rosenberg ~ lhe proliferation of 1V violence, de­
spite tht' 1990 Tt'k.'\'L'iun Improvement Act. 

Network response 

(ioodman, Adam aad Robert L, .. Networks IO limit 'W'i· 
olencc.'' SL /.OMts Posl·Dl•ptMcb, Dec. 12, 1992, p. 
Al2. 

The na1iun ·_.. lhn:'t' b'Jt'SI relevision ner-..orks hi~ 
:11ereed un volun1:1ry M3nd:lrds to limil TV violence. 

Hodges. Ann. "Rallying cry at CBS ls family nlucs," 
Housrorr Cbrorrkk. Jan. 14. 1993. p. El. 

The TV nl."nvorl.: ... in· responding to complaints about too 
much sex ;.an<.l vi11k111 •· on TV progr2mmang by softening 
1he1r plor lrnl."s and .oold 11 1i.: more rorTUnce. · 

'"Violence-free 'JV,"~ Pwt, Dec. 11, 1992. p. 812. 
An edilorial says chat while anti-violence guidelines 

adopted by die three major television necworks look good 
in cheory, lhey probably won't have much effect. 

Regulation 

o.crow, ,....,ne, -Jboee who wlue free speech 
cmae oar tv .tolmcie." ,,..._. ,,_.. Dec. U. 1992, p. 
.Ul. 

Olll'OW opposes the rquladon ol Violence on 1V for 
ol inCriftlina on lhe Fint Amendment and mncem 
who aeata lhe pidelinel. 

• ...... Soala. "'Coadl poi• ... De .... .-. " ""'*""' 
n.... Wlaler 1991, pp. 4'1-62. 

1be epidemic ol 1V depiaions ol violence and harass­
ment bas Ind a aenetaeion ol hascile, alienated. paranoid 
Americans. The effeas of 'IV ¥iolencc and lhe diRiculry of 
rqubling levels ol riolenoe on 'IV are discuucd. 

Research and dullle• 

Bndy, Dllulc, -rbe power' of 'cowilM rp •• 

...... Dec. '· 1991. .. '°· 
The American Paycholoaial Astod-.tion. ara that 1V vi-

olence can encourage qpe:ui': beharior. 

a.ii. g ••vda ... -Yeo. 'IV ftoleDm' ....... 
·wb81'8 die ...er- ~o,....... OcL JS. 1992. p. 1. 

ICenneda R. auk cliKwles cue l&Udies lhat lnClicare mar 
1V is a pdme faaor in lhe increale ol U.S. W>lenc:e. 

Jollmoa.11111. -.Spaearc •· oa-ec:am .-are 
_. c:Mldna." °"'""' N.,. .. ,.._ I. 1993. p. AL 

Johman mmmem on lhe popcwd aeduclion In 1V ¥tc>­
lmce. onachadln1 lbere ta a link between caewiwe ~ 
Jmcc CID 1V ud laMjfe agreaion. 

Prlc:e. ,_ ... m.IDe A. llenlll .... Mkh•• I. a...., -0.C dcplcllall ol pm OD prime time 
eloa.." }otlrwll,., Sdlool H..-, Jaaaary 1992, pp. 15-
18. 

1bc llOle of YioleDce OD primHime 1V. W auessed by 
llUdying rwo weeks ol fe8Ulat prilnHime propamming 
four major ·nerwortts <ABC. CBS, NBC and fox) for KeneS 

In which sum were eilher Uled. or displa~ 

Vobefda. .......... ""llome alone. slued ID lbe TV,• Jh 
... ........ ,_,, Dec.10, 1992, p. A,3. 

MilUom ol American teenagers spend much ol lheir 
time Without superviSion. a Carnegie CDrporalion ~1dy 
found, issuing a bleak description of young pet.• •.. ;; who . 
rarely read but often devote themselves to watching i-
sion and involvement in drugs, pngs. violence and aex. 
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And now, 
a word· from a 

f'olget the first Amendment. 
"·WINt1 It Comes to TV Violence, 

All I Care About 
.. Protecting My Kids. 

T 
wo weeks qo I - RGI to the Capitol 
Hill preu oanference II wllidl the ...,.. 
aetwart&a ......., their .,, ... to ... 

. ·111e1 --.i .-....111on.11-·•· 

. . • • , minute ........... 11111 I srabbed the.aaly. 

-aate.,.d 1 Could &1111 • ~- 0nce 1111 ~ ~ ·. 
Jbe ~ llld ~ hunlll ftllllll ilt the . 
~ &elllli Olid"llllllini. I t111111d .to.di. IAlp • 

..-ae Of dae Date Pld. Ind found I drawtai by Ill)' t­
,ar-old 111D-41 llelutifully~ wapaa c:ardul-
" libeled "infinity .... llllltllll bounty l'BL. 

So, IUYI. I llid to mywlf u I laned bKli Ind 
IDalred at the lllill lined up It the micrapboae, lell me 
MolJt rialence an TV. 

Tbere 1111 been 1 lot ol moanin& in ractioa to 
thew labels. One lide. the lnli-Yioience lobby. 11)'5 

they're I palliative, I crumb~ II the mob to lllll 
tepllton from Ktullly resuJatina the linnves, I li­
cellle to produce e¥eD more violence 11 loni a it'• II· 
beled. Tbe other lide, the IO<alled ·aative cammu­

nily" 11111 the civil liberties dormltiats. ii ctYina •bout 
1rti1tic freedom and the First Amendment. l..lbeling. 

they uy. is the rust llep clown the slippery llope "' 
cieuonhip. "I think we are being enormously 1c.1pe­
pted." producer Dick WoU C"Llw &i Order") told this 

new1p1per. ·u you listen to Congress. it's (as if) tele· 
vision as the root of aU social ills in this c0W1tl')'. • 

. ih. pit'~>t". I find myself cunouslv uMiovt'd by 
televrslOll producrr. rovenng themselves with a Farsi 

..... 'f.Ju.rll.IMJ 
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\'IOLENCE. from GI 

he did wuh "L.A. Law." and leaves it 
in the hands of lesser mortals? We'll 
be leh with a flabby enveJope and no 
an. . 

We have an unfonunate tradition 
in tbis COWllry of putting the "rights• 
of adults before the needs of chil­
dren. You can see that demonstrated 
every day in courthouses. cl .;s­
rooms and social work bureaucracies 
everywhere. Television is no excep­
tion: Every socially useful change 
that has been made in recent 
years-like the: elimination of ciga­
rette and liquor advertising or iden­
tifying the earl)· evening hours for 
"'family" viewing-has been forced 
down the networks' throats. Some­
how. I am not convinced tbat they 
'lll'ant lo use the First Amendment in 
my family's interest. 

1ne •"hole :F.. is very circular." 
Marcy KeUy. pr · nt of a watch­
dog and eduat · group based in 
~ Angeles caUed Mediascope, told 

Let~ segregate all 
the violent shows 011 

one channel-the V 
Network. If that 
works, we can move 
on to the Stupid 
Sitcom l\Tetwork, the 
Humiliating Game 
Shou~ Channel and 
the Grotesque Talk 
Show Broadcasting 
System. 

~-(J Rt':it'.trdlt'r. "Tht' wntt'r will 
sa1. 'Th;11 ·~ what tht' produrt'r 
w:int, 1111· 111 wrllt'. · Tht' producer 
·.qi/ :.tl1·. 'Tlut 's whilt the networJ.. 
1 ;1111, Tlt1· nc:-twurJ.. will ,.,11. 
[1;.r - 11 h.11 1lw .1dn·rt1s,..r.< w;rni 

! lw .11!11·111,.·r, 11 ill ,.;11. 'Th:11 ·­
. .fi.11 ! !:1 · 1>1ili:11· ILllll.• .. Tht· QUt''I 11111 
- l".011 <.111 111· hrt'J~ th1· crr.-11··1•· 

\\·.·Ii I it 111· ,, 11·11 1d1-.,, 

911" and ·unsolved Mysteries".:__ 
1 h.1t could conceivably be classified 
a.; violent. Most of tht' top-rated 
,.h..,ws are sitcoms or newsmag­
.11.mt's-in otht'r words. just pro­
grams that consist of ta:neles.s jokes. 
sexual and racial stereotypes, and 
the occasional thoughtful, ~11-re­
searched expose. Rut not violence. 

A Times-Mirror survey of more 
than 1,500 adults released last 
March found that 80 percent 
thought that television violence­
Whether on the networks or cable­
was hannfuJ lo IOCiety, compared 
with 64 percent who thought IO in 
1983. The number who thought it 
was "very harmful" (as opposed to 

. just plain harmful) increased from 26 
percent to 4 7 percent. The most frf­
quent viewen ol violent prosrams 
were those under tbe qe ol 30. 

Do people watch violent lhowS be­
cause they want violence or because 
that is what's there? If televis.ion 
producers really c:onfronled the is­
sue. they would bave to .... , tbat 
throwing another f;sdight or choke 
hold into the script ii an easy way to 
create tension and drama, while do­
ing it with words and nonviolent plot 
twists is much harder. I suspect it ii; 
the ·creative community" that is ld­
dicted to violence, not the viewen. 

One way to find out how big the 
audienct for viole~ really is would 
be to segregate au the violent shows 
onto ont' ctwnnel-the V Network, 
we'll call it-which would be avail­
able to c.able subscribt:r&, for a fee. If 
that works we can move on to· the 
Stupid Sitcom Network. the Humili­
ating Game Show Channel and thta 
Grotesque Talk Show Broadcasting 
System. and make thii1RS a lot easier 
for the consumer. 

At tht' pres:i coitft'rence. it was in­
teresting to hear the big .network 
l"heeses refer to their own children 
as the)' pledged to serve up more 
programming they are not ashamed 
of. Sen. Paul Simon (0-UI.), who is 
the anti-v;olence point man on thUi 
issue. al:iO i;poke about a CBS meet­
ing he'd betn told about in which Olll' 

executivt' asked tht' olherli, "Would 
you like our childrt'n to be watchinR 
thtast' programs?" Howard StrinRer 
CCBS) mentiont"d his 5-month·old 
and W;srrt'n Littlt'11eld <NBC) his 
lhrt·t' d1ildrl"ll. tu dl•monstrate how 
l(enuint' I ht>rr l'llllCt'rn is about tht' 
quaht\· ol lelt'\·is1011. Funn)· how pt'O­

plt- f1·t·I d1fft·rt'nt Iv wht'n 1t' s tht'1r 
own J..rd~. 

Whc:-111•\ l'r 1 1111t·rnc:-~· j.ll'UIJlt · 111 
t ht him or telev1s1on busmt's;. I al· 
w:t1, it,.J.. tht'm if tht'\" n•stnt"I ... 1 
111111111111 thc:-rr child·,. lt'lt'n,.ro11 
11·.i1d1:11:_:. Th1·1 :1111..w:. .::krr lh1·\· du 
•!tlAI h1· IU•I I•• •t't'lll l!l-1· 1-..·lft•( p;ir· 



And· when ask"' ·abciUi lhe quesiion 
ol VIOlencr on lervialon. he aaid. 
"'Thrrr'a lllllhin1 ft can do aboul II 
nc.pe curuinue lu bt- mtal. 1·u 
pro1ec1 our children wr n1uat be 
hypocri1es • , . . \ . · 

I pa;i;_that I... . ;, ,( 
I am not a mienaa wbo :wants to • 

eradicate 111 lnlh Cll telnilion. Nor 

the dity 1ha1 my kid~ don'I a>L, "Can 
I watrh TV,.. And lhen, "Why not>" 

I could usr 10111e help. I feel •• ii I 
.,end too lllUCh timr as 1 parenl 
c.'elllorina and 111yin1 nu, and fish1u111 
off the unceaiq lurn thrown UUI 
b, the Howud Strin1en of the 
World. 

A tedil'OkJsial aid-1 device tbat 
would allow nie to block oul pro-
1r1ms I espect to be inappropri­
lle-filh; me with 1 c:ombillltai ul 
dread and curiolily. I will never bu¥ 
those 500 C'hanneb - arr' brint1 
promiled (aren't JOU stad - ol 
aur baa Nldii are _.. on Ii,._ 
Sis .. tbal televitiian llralltbrCIUlh 
illllead ol conquerin1 world hun· 
arr!'). But lpelldins ... tr al n1y rarr 
___., hour11 pn11ramn11111 • 

Netw0rk executives 
sold advertising on 
the premise that 
commercials would 
prod us lowly 
viewers to buy 
products, but 
refused to admit 
that the programs 
.'1urroundi11R the 
commercials could 
possibly influence 
anyone to do 
anything. 

........ worth al telrviilion blodia1<· 
'ii ftDt 1111 idu ol qlllJily twie. 

d.1 I think'U--y Tunn lhuuld I.Ir 
lititt'd 1mon1 the roost violt'n1 lhcw.·~. 
aa lhr National Coah1in11 on Telr,·i· 
Moll Violence do!:~. I havr frimd•. 
•nd ewn relalivra, who a·ritr fur 
and 1c1 on televiaion. end othrr 
frimds who would ~ lu du Ill. I am 
happy 10 a111ert my raponliibihty •~ 
1 pitrent and i111ur di~IUntli that 
nlilke my rilildrrn lhink I am Cl'llt'ILi 
de Vil. I know.· that btlle boys will 
draw pio:1uro ul pnli. and ala·ays 
hilvr drawn pi.1urrll ul 1w1a, re11ard· 
leaai al how much violence they wr 
... telrvllllOl'I. And I do 1101 think a 
telrviliion lhow Ullllft _. tu 
II" out and conunil murder; ii .111st 
1ivei; lhrm an excu.e after lhe fart. 

Ru1 I admit ii: If there werr 1&1rh 
a tltin1 as the Taite Police, I -Id 
want 10 be the chiel. We 1ll 1hi11k wr 
know whal's be&1. npecillly when II 
c&Xttea 10 our children. And tell n11·. 
havr the presidt'nlli ol NBC, Cl!.S. 
AKC and the llChlock-specialilila al 
fox BroadallSll dorte liUCh 1 1rei1t 
jub of lookina out for our inlrrnci;? 

I have always bt-lieved 1hat televi· 
1ioo is 1 1ool you should teKh your 
d1ildrrn .lu m1111rr. nut avoid. br· 
n1ir.;e 11 i:i unavuicbblt. Throwing II 
uut .. I liOlutlOll, bul d\ill dol:an'I 
lt'M:b cllildnn lo nui.t• dlolcn In 
my hou~ 'Wl!·dorfl •lluw ll'4t-v1-
l>IUl1 ui1 liChool rught.. lur ru111pl1·. 
illKi,!foO,U) aG;luuil.il .& lft!1ei; IWll:f. 
Rut· 1hr pllll of the Iliad t>o1 in Utt· 
1·11n..-r L'i 11lw.ara. l""r.·. ilnd rarr '·' 

A caD to Ciraiil City elicited Utt.­
information thal I can - buy 1 
televiiion wilh 1 ~mil control ca· 
pabilit)·.· I could prtJ1111n1 when it_ 
would tum on and all, llld block oul 
1urtte dlanneb. This would cmt me 
only bt-lween l600 111d 1700. Per· 
haps Didi Wulf or Steven Borhi·u 
would likr to buy nie - . 

My ..tepMlll told me - tus 
in\·rnled a bil:yde-powered televi· 
lilllll, which would rrrbinly CUI doa·n 
on viewin1 in our household. I'm not 
lilll't' ii really deab wilh the viulron.· 
qlll"lilut. hoa?Vt"r. 

Sn, fur "'""', l'U takr the label •. I 
would prrft·r thal thr tTr11lur• ol 
1elrviaiut1 wuuld prudun.· lr!i>i vio • 
lrncr land 1r-,._, prbaj:e iii 11r11erall. 
bu1 perhaps this initiative will hrl11 
makr thil hil11pt"11. It io, at lr11S1. illl 

lldutowledcn'll!llt tha1 what 1hry put 
on the air raU)· dol:a aff«t bumln 
life, and fur thal I am araltful. l'rr,·i­
uuily, nrtwurk eae.-utiw11 Mild ad· 
vertllillll un thr prmtilir 1ha1 t'Uln· 
mrn·ial,. wuultf prud U• luvd' 
vieweu 10 bu)' prud111·1a, but refuard 
lu 1d11111 th11 lhc 1irugra111a 11ur · 
round1111 thr comnterL-iah. cuuld ptD· 

Ubl)' influrno· anyu11c lu du In)·· 
thini:. 

I hupt- the indwilrl. induchni: tltt­
nblt oprratnra and indrprndrnl 
pruducrr~ who rrf~ tu sign ut1 tu 
lhr two-yf'lr labrlin11 Hprrimrnt. 
will lake arriuu5ly lhr •·ut11pa11io11 
piln tu llftl.o;ililr prnd11t't'l'li, writer, 
and proaram devrluprrs 111 viulri11~·. 
Thr ~li\'t' is lo clu fur vir.rn.·r 
wllill thry dtd for tll'al brlt.. dru~ 
.,.. and a11ilrrllt' 11td ak·uhul w11· 
aumption-tllaniurizto lhr llC'od \lull 
and dnwnpl<i)· 1111· IMd. 

Thtrr .•• ;1 rt·.11 IM••••lnht ). tl1;11 
1101hini: will 1·la;i11gr. In tlwl , ... ,,... I 
will haw IM• rl~1h·r: I v•ill la;in· 1 .. 
takt lhr ltlt'v1s11111 0111 i11KI thrn,.· ;1 

bu111h JI 11 I ~u11· 111~11· ,.,t ... I~· ,-i,,,. 
,..ill lit- 1111Li·11,.. n1·111i: dd11". 
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RECENT COMMENTS ON TELEVISION VIOLENCE es of July 1992 

•violence: Merely Entertaining or Mainly Evil?• Dr. Carole Ueberman, Los 
Angeles Times, May 15, 1992 

'We readly •ccesit that chldren leem the elphebll tram 'Sesame Street,· why can't 
we accept that they leem the A8Ca al murder end mayhem from gretulOUlly vk>lenl 
erllertannenl?" 

~ Niis. So does aack cocaine. Does ltl8I make I O.K ?" 

,ndMduel wrln, producera end~ feel CMrWhalmed by the concep that 
whet thaywrle, produce orchooee toelrCO!Jd change the likes al mlllonl al people, 
IO lhey deny the power al their work IO ewkf 8 NapOnllbllty lhey aften feel 
ll«JJ!pped IO handle?" 

"Television and Violence: The Scale of the Problem and Where to Go from 
· Here.• Dr. Brandon S. Centerwall, The Journal of the American Medical 
Association, June 1O,~1992 

,n llghl al recenl '8l88n:h lkdngs, In 1990 the American Ac9demy ol Pediatrics 
luued a policy llelement: Pediatridena lt'°'*S advise peren&s to limlt they 
chldren'a lelevlalon viewing to one IO IWO hows per day.• 

'Whereas Hanis have lnalinctlve desire to lmllale abuNed human behavior. !hey 
do no1 pouess an lnstlnca for gauging a prtort whalher a behavior ought to be 
irnllaled. They wll Imitate anything, lndudlng behevlora that most ed"1s woUd 
regard as deslrucllve end atClaoclal. • 

• ... up Uvough ages three and four years, many cNdran are unable to distinguish 
tact from fantasy In tel8\llslon programs end remain unable 10 do '°· deaplle ad"' 
coac:tq. In the minds al such young c:hldren. lllavialof'l ls a aource al entirely 
factual Information regarding how the world works.• 

1n a national opinion poll, 43 pei-cent al ed"' Americana eftirm that teleYlslon 
vk>lence 'plays a part In making America a vlolenl aodety,' and an add•lonal 37 
percenl find the thesis el leasS plausible (only 16 percenl frenldy disbelieve the 
proposllion.)" 

• ... the epidemiologic evidence Indicates that I, hypolhetlcaAy, television technology 
had never been d8Yeloped, there woUcl be 10,000 fewer homicides each year In the 
United States, 70,000 fewer rapes, end 700,000 fewer Injurious assa!Jts. • 

1ssues ol 'quallly' end 'IOClal responslbllty' are erlllrely ~rel to the luue ol 
maximizing audience size within• competlllYe martial-and thel'e la no tomun more 
tried and true then vk>lence tor reliably generating large audiences that can be IOld 
to advertisers.· 

"Chldren'a exposure 10 televlslon and television vk>lence should become part cl the 
, public health agenda, along wlh aafe1y 18ats, blcyde helme1s. Immunizations and 
good n&4rllion." 

Fateful Choices, Fred M. Hechinger, Carnegie Council on Adolesce.nt 
Development, 1992 

'11 ls estimated by the time youngsters graduate from high school, many al lhem wll 
have watched television 22,000 hours, compared to only hall thel number apen1 In 
school. By eighteen, young people wll have been exposed to as many as 18,000 
televised murders and 800 aulcldes." 

An average ol 80.3 percent ol el televlsion programs contain vk>lenl acts. and a 
typical program Includes 5.21 such Incidents. 

Deborah Prochrow-Slilh, en assistant dean In Harvard's School ol Public Heallh. 
"calls tor a movement like that fueling lhe anti-smoking and drunk driving campaigns 
... Television and movies shoUd portray lhe pain end suffering. lhe bad outcomes 
of violence." · 



·e1g World, Small Screen: The Role of Televlslon In American Soclety,­
Amerlcan Psychologlcal Association (APA), 1992 

The rate of violence on prime-lime televlslon Is about frve to six Incidents per hour. 
whereas the rate of violence on chldren'a Saturday morning programs Is 20 to 25 
acts per hour. 

The werage chld wllneaes 1.000 rnurdera by the. time he/she gradiates from 
elemereary echool and..,_ men than 100.000 assor18d acts of violence. 

'Many ol the poor911 and most ~nerable groups In cu aoclety are also the t.avlest 
...,. ol televlslon. In pert because tll8Ylslon Is a defa"1 option used when Olher 
Kllvlllea are not avalable. • 

•ooes Media Violence Beget the Real Thing?• Jeramy lggers, Mlnneapolls 
Star Tribune, June 13, 1992 

Almost tw9nty ymrs ago, IOddogllt Roae Galdwl ol the Unlverally ol p..,..y1van1a 
: warned that America la engmged In the WOltd'a llrst coast-to-coast experlmenl In 

behavior modllcatlon. end no one can loretel whlit the consequences wll be. 

• ... (Rose Galdsen) wrale en -.y In which she argued that viewers ol televlslon 
vtolence expertenced a pellem ol all.mating lllnUatlon and abrupt lntenupllon 
(caused by commeu:tlls) lhal closely resembles the desensitization techniques 
used by p&)Chalogllta to modly behevlor. After repeated treatments wllh these 
techniques, said Goldsen. 9Wlf'I the llrongest psychological connections can be 
broken down .• 

"Conemporary heroes and vllalns are dllerant .... The enemy Is usually totally 
vldous and deprmved, and In IOm8 cases not human. The hero's job Is not to bring 
the vllaln to Justice. Id ..aher to dellrov hm or l." 

'1n a WOltd where the vlolence lhll loob ,.., Is realty Just make-belleYe. and the real 
vlolence Is made to look •• a game, can we expect people to have a serious 
lnferstanding ol the mearq ol vlolence?" 

"TV, Fiim Link to Reality of Violence,• Diego Rlbadenelra, The Boston Globe, 
May 12, 1992 

"Any form of legal restriction ahcUd not be attempCed and woUd not be attempted 
and woUd not work because of the threat • woUd pose tor the First Amendment.· 
- Edward Donnerlleln, a proleaor In the depel1rnenl ol communication et the 
UnlYerally of Clillomla .. SarU Bart:ma. 

. "No one Is dalmlng thal telelllslon violence Is the aol0 cause of this epldemc- ol 
youth violence, aald Leonard D. Eron. a proleasor ol psychology at the Unlverllly ol 
•Inola In Qllcago. "HoweY9r, • Is one ol lhe causes and • Is one that aornathlng 
can be done ab<U. la • too much to ask the televlllon Industry to police bell?" 

•Just Another Murder, Just Another Show,• Judy Mann, The Washington Post, 
May 13, 1992 

.,n the report. Deborah P10lt1ow-Sdh. an uslslart dean In HaMrd'1 School ol 
PW!lc Heellh, told of a 1 :J.ymr-dd who was holpllallzed tor a gunshcl wound: "He 
was~ because• tut• 
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ILMHAC. ILAlllc. More ihan 96 percent or A•erican homes have at least 
ILkaiac. one television eet. Televiaion ia a •aJor 1ource or 

information and influence in children'• lives. The 
average child apenda •ore ti•e watching televiaion than in the 
classroom. e • • According to the Nielae'n Index the average 
American child watches 18 1 000 televiaion •urdera before he or 
ahe graduate• tro• high achool. e • • An average child between 
the ages or 2 and 11 now views 27.3 hours or television per 
veek. By age 16, he or ahe has watched over 20,000 hours or 
television. 

l!S!ARCH. IES!&RCH The report or the U.S. lttorn•J General'• Teak 
Jtsflhce· Poro• on Pa•ilJ tiolenoe concludes that •evidence 
-.-;.;o;;:;-.-~· i1.beco•ing ~verwhelming that, just as vitne11in1 

vtolence in the home •ay contribute to nor•al adulta and 
children learning and acting out violent behavior, violence on 
televiaion ••• •ay contribute to the same result.• 

Dre. Leonard Eron and Rovell Rues•an•ot the University or 
Illinois-Chicago and other researchers have round that children 
vith aggressive tendencies tend to watch violent proga•s and 
are •ore likely to believe that TV violence •irrors real lite. 

Jn 1982, Surgeon General c. Everett loop reported there la a 
causal correlation between viewing violence and aggresaive 
behavior. The National Institut.e or Mental Realtb, which had 
examined the issue tor the Sur1eon General~ provided testiaony 
berore the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice in 198• that 
a •sizable number or studies did aupport the inference that 
there was a cauaal connection between the viewing or televiaed 
violence and later a11ressive behaviora.• 

Research has shown three po11ible errects or viewin& television 
violence: ( 1) Children ••Y become leaa aensitive to the pain 
and aurrering or other1; (2) They aay be aore tearful or the 
world around the•i and (3) They aay be aore likely to behave in 
an a1gre1sive or har•rul way toward others. -- Jobn P. Murra1 
and Barbara Lonnberg, •violence on TV: Do Children Learn From 
It?" . 

The Aaerican &cade•J or Pediatric1• Policy Statement on 
Children, Adolescent1 1 and Televiaion finds that •repeated 
expoaure to televised violence promote• a proclivity to 
violence and a passive response to its practice." -- June, 
1985. 

"In one atudy, children who ha~ watched a violent televtaion 
program were round to be more likely to hurt another child than 

(HORE) 
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~ere thoee who had watched a nonviolent pro1r1m. In non­
laboratory eettinge, children have injured theaaelvee by 
imitating behavior• viewed on TV. Another atudy auggeatfd ~hat 
children aay learn to perceive a1greaive behavior ae nor•al and 
acceptable.• • • • •other 1tudiea have ahown that th••• 
tindinga perai1t even when tactora auch aa family background 
are taken into -coount. tn a atudy or 158 eleaentary 1ohool 
children troa a aiddle-olasa auburb, children who watched aore 
violent televialon proarama were rated by their teacher• aa 
lee• cooperative, 1••• 1uoceaatul in interperaonal 
relationahip• and leaa happy; th••• tindin1a were atatiatiaally 
•laniticant regardl••• of th• children'• 11e, •••• aocial 
olaas, IQ or parent•' television viewing habits.• -- B. Jaaea 
8olro7d, "·D·, PedlatriH, Feb., .1985. 

• ••• 35 roung aen between the ages or 8 to 31 r•ara have killed 
tbeaselvee playing Ruaaian Roulette while imitating a ·~•ne 
tro• the aovie, 'The Deer Hunter,• which they had aeea on 
televiaion.• • • • • ••• the pain or vloti•• and an1u1•b or 
relatives are rarelr portra1ed. Thua, the child learn• &hat 
vio~ence aay be a quick and •••J 1olut1on to oontliota while 
being deprived or any opportunity to reel.empathy tor the 
victia.• -- lobert Vharton, M.D, and Frederick Mandell, N.D., 
Pediatric•, June, 1985. 

•In a compreheneive review or the reeearch literaturl on 
telvi1ion content, Signorielli and colleaugee concluded that 
ooneietently hif h level• or violence and aggreaeion have been 
reported in atud •• ot televieion prograaming, regardleaa or 
the aeaeuree uaed to define or aaaeas violence. They reported 
that children'• television program• are aix ti••• aa violent ae 
adulta• televiaion pro1rame.• e • • •Do1ena or laboratory 
atudiea-have oonalatently demonstrated that children 1a1tate 
the violence that they have juat w tohed on televlaion.• • • • 
•Despite peyohologiata• auggest1ona ln the 1950'• that vatobing 
televiaion violence h•• • cathartic errect, and thua red~cea 
viewers• aggresaive behavior, there are no data tro• reoent 
1eara to aupport that theory.• • • e •1 apecial opportunltJ to 
aeaeaa the impact or televiaed violence in 1 community eett1ng 
occurred with the introduction or televiaion in m •••11 
Canadian community that had never had 1cce11 to televlatnn 
before. The result• demonatrated that verbal and phJaioal 
a11reaeion increaaed ••ong primary aohool children ln thi1 
community after te~eviaion became available.• e e e •one or tbe 
tev studies that oontradicta theae tindin11 v11 conduot•4 ~y 
re1earcher1 at the latlonal BroadoaatlDI Coap•DJ. They r~und 
the relationahip'between viewing televiaion violence ••d 
a11ressive behavior aeveral 1eare later beoaae lnaianit1omnt 
when aocial 01111 vaa controlled. The 1tud1 had aeYeral 
laportant li•1tat1ona. Fi rat, ohildren•a aggreasive behayior 
vaa defined atrictl1 to include only 'ph111oal or verbal _,,, 
intended or knovn in advance to cauae lnjurl•• to othera• a~d 
did not include rough play or other unintended aggrea~l•e 
behavior.• -- Diana M. Zucker•an, Pb.D., aDd Barr~ S. 
Zuokeraan, N.D., Pediatrics. 

•1m~rican viewer• have more acceaa to violent televlaion 
programming than the citizen• or several other natlona 
(Canada, England, Auatralia, Nev Zealand, Japan, Veat Oeraany 
and Spain) aonitored by the International Coalition on 
Telew1a1on. According to TV aonltorlng by the 88-country 
coalition, the United States alao has the dubious diatlnotlon 
or expcrt~ng programs which account tor 65 percent or all the 
violence ahown on Canadian, English, Australian and New Zealand 
televlsicn.• &aerican r .. 117 Pbyaiclan, April 1984. 

I I I I I I I I I 
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Background on Television Violence 
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FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
IUDGET 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Joint efforts such as ~he Advance Parental Advisory Plan and 

the industrywide conference on television violence in Los 

Angeles are enabled by the I glevision Violence Act, which 

waives antitrust laws for three years to allow self-regulation by 

the televis·ion and film industries in addressing TV violence. The 

Simon law was enacted in 1990 and expires on Dec. 1. 

Contact: David Carle, 202-224-7115 
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SIMON TELEVISION VIOLENCE LAW 
ENACTED DECEMBER 1990 

TITLE V-TELEVISION PROGRAM 
IMPROVEMENT 

SEC. SOI. TELE\'ISION PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT. 

<aJ SHORT TITLE.-This section may be cited as the "Television 
Program Improvement Act of 1990". 

<bJ DEnNmoNs.-For purpoaes ofthiaMCtion-
( 1 > the ~rm .. antitrust laws" baa the m•ning given it in 

subsection· (a) of the (U'Bt ledion or the Clayton Act (15 u.s.c. 
12<aH, except that such term includes 88Ction 5 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 46) to the extent that such 
section 5 applies to unfair methods of competition; 

.J-2> the term ••penon in the television industry" means a 
television network, any entity which Pro:ducea programming 
<including theatrical motion picturm) for telecuting or telecasts 
programming, the National Cable TeleYiaion A.oc:iation, the 
Association of Inde~ndent Televiaion Stations, lnco~rated, 
the National Aaociation of Broaclcut.en. the Motion Picture 

-Association or America. the Community Antenna Televiaion 
-Association, and eacl:. or the r..tworb' afflliate ~-tions, 
and shall include any indivk.ual rtin1 on behilr or wch 
person; and 

l3> the term "telecut" meam-
lA> to broadcast by a televilion broedcut station; or 
<B> to transmit by a cable television l)'Btem or a satellite 

television distribution service. 
<c1 ExEMPTION.-The antitrust Ian lhall not apply to any joint 

discussion, consideration, review, action, or agreement by or among 
· persons in the television industry for the purpose of, and limited to, 

developing and disseminating voluntary pidelines designed to 
alleviate the negative im_pact of violence in telecast material. 

(d> L1M1TATIONs.-(1) The exemption provided in wbsection (c) 
shall not apply to any joint diacuuaon, consideration, review, action, 
or agreement which results in a boycott or any penon. 

104 STAT. 5128 PUBLIC LAW 101-650-DEC. l, 1990 

<21 The exemption provided in subsection <c> shall apply only to 
any joint discussion, consideration, review, action, or agreement 
engaged in only during the 3-year period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this section. 

T•l•v1sion 
Program 
lmprov•m•nt 
Act of 1990 

47 use 303c. 

.. 
~ 



Office of Sen. Paul Simon, D-ID. 

Television Violence: 

A Recent Chronology 

DECEMBER 1, 1990: President George Bush signs Sen. Paul Simon's Television 
Violence Act, exempting the- television industry from federal antitrust limits for three 
years to allow industry self-regulation to scale back depictions of violence in _ 
entenainment programs through development of common standards affecting content. 
The law covers broadcasters, the cable industry, Hollywood and others. 

JUNE 30, 1992: Midway through the three-year Television Violence Act, in an address 
on the floor of the United States Senate, Simon faults the television industry for its 
inaction under the Jaw. Simon suggests, " ... the industry seems to be in a test-pattern, 
hoping the law will lapse before the public notices." 

DECEMBER 11, -1992: Sen. Paul Simon announces first joint standards for the depiction 
of violence in television programs on behalf of ABC, CBS and NBC. It i the first 
substantial use of the Television Violence Act and will affect programming on the 
networks beginning with the 1993-94 television season. 

MAY 12, 1993: Sen. David Durenberger, R-Minn., introduces the Children's Television 
Violence Protection Act of 1993 in the United States Senate. The bill would require 
both television broadcast licensees and cable operators to notify viewers through the use 
of a video ·and audio warning.label that certain progamming may contain violence or 
unsafe gun practices and may adversely affect the mental or physical health of a child. 
The bill is designed to assist parents and other adults in making responsible and informed 
decisions about the programming children should watch. 

MAY 12, 1993: The House Energy and Commerce telecommunications subcommittee 
holds a hearing to coincide with the May sweeps period. 

MAY 18, 1993: Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., and Rep. Richard Durbin, D-m., introduce 
legislation to require the Federal Communications Commission to compile quarterly 
reports on television violence. The reports would list programs containing the most acts 
of violence and the companies purchasing advertising on such programs. 



MAY 21, 1993: Simon convenes Senate Judiciary Committee's Subcommittee on the 
Constitution for a hearing on television violence which features for the first time 
executives from the broadcast and cable segments of the television industry who 
acknowledge that they are 'part of the problem of violence in American sociefy.' They 
release their fall 1993 programming schedules. 

Thomas Murphy, Chairman of the Board of Capital Cities/ABC says "the increased 
sensitivity of the American people to depictions of violence on television has led us to be 
more sensitive in ordering shows for our new schedules." 

Howard Stringer, president, CBS Broadcast Group, says: "We are guests in the living 
rooms of America, so our personal values should be the most useful litmus test of taste 
and the surest guide to decency and sensitivity." 

George Vradenburg, executive vice president of Fox, Inc., the newest over-the-air 
television broadcast services, suggests: 'The hypothesis that televising certain kinds of 
violent behavior may, in tum, affect public behaviors and attitudes is, to be, quite 
plausible; and repetition of violence on television, one reasonably fears, can desensitize 
us to violence in society." 

JUNE 7, 1993: Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., announces formation of the Citizens Task 
Force on TV Violence and launches a national petition drive to reduce TV violence. 
Groups participating in the drive include the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the National PTA. American Medical Association, National Foundation to 
Improve Television, Americans for Responsible Television, National Council for 
Children's TV and Media, American Psychological Association, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, National Council of Churches, American Psychiatric Association, American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists, American Nurses Association -
American Academy of Nursing, National Association of Elementary School Principals, 
Alliance Against Violence in Entertainment for Children, the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and the National Association of Social Workers. Signatures 
acquired during the petition drive will be presented to television, cable and movie 
executives at a meeting August 2nd in Los Angeles by Conrad. 

JUNE 8, 1993: Simon continues oversight hearings on use of the Television Violence 
Act. Studio executives testify about Hollywood's contnbutions to television. violence and 
are asked what their industry intends to ~o about it. 

The president of the leading manufacturer of televisiori programming in Hollywood, 
Leslie Moonves of Lorimar Television (with 33 pilots in 1992-1993 alone), explains the 
entertainment industry is an extraordinarily collaborative business involving the studios, 
the writers, the networks and advertisers. Each represents a vital component of the 
industry and working together, can improve programming offered to American 
households. 



Stephen Palley, executive vice president and chief operating officer of King World 
Productions, one of the nation's leading syndicators of first-run original television 
programming, concludes ''The American public has, through its viewing preferences and 
habits, made clear that gratuitous or excessive violence on television programs is 
unacceptable. As corporate and individual citizens with families, we share that judgment; 
and we - and the television stations which air our shows - exercise our editorial 
discretion consistent with that principle." 

·JUNE 24, 1993: The House Telecommunications and Finance Subcommittee holds its 
secand hearing. Ted Turner, chairman of Turner Broadcasting Systems Inc., says he is 
convinced that TV violence is a direct cause of the street violence that he says makes 
U.S. society "by far the most violent on earth." Turner says his company and 
broadcasters airing violent p.rograms arc guilty of "murder." Turner contends that if the 
entertainment industry fails to voluntarily cut violent programming, Congress should write 
its own anti-violence statute ·and "ram it down their throats." Turner contends "television 
violence is the single most significant factor contnbuting to violence in America." 

JUNE 30, 1993: Sen Paul Simon convenes news conference with Rep. Edward Market 
and executives from NBC, ABC, CBS and Fox, and Jack Valenti to announce the 
implementation by the networks of the advance parental advisory plan for the next two 
years. Beginning with their programming this fall, the networks will label violence-prone 
shows with an eight-word advisory: "Due 10 some violent content, parental discretion 
advised." 

Each network will decide for itself when to issue the advisory. It will run at the 
beginning of the program and during commercial breaks, and also will be included in 
advertising and promotional material for the program as well as being offered to 
newspapers and magazines that print television schedules. 

Simon calls the parental warning label "a significant step in the direction of assuring that 
a powerful medium can be a (orce for good in our society." 

JULY 1, 1993: A House Energy and Commerce telecommunications subcommittee 
hearing examines the parental warning program. Some lawmakers suggest the warnings 
need to be accompanied by technology enabling parents to block certain shows they 
deem unsuitable for children. The latest technological development to accomplish this is 
the so-called v-chip, a concept envisioned by Rep. Markey, which could be inserted into 
new tv sets. 

MPAA president Jack Valenti says that as configured, the v-chip would encourage 
parents to block all violent programs without proper consideration. "I'm opposed to 
indictment without appraisal," he tells the panel. "Parental discretion means it ought to 
be done individually." 



JULY 29, 1993: The National Cable Television Association announces that 15 cable 
networks will join broadcast networks in implementing the Advance Parental Advisory 
program for violent programs. 
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Violence 
Coaliallld fFOflt,.,, J 
Yiolence lhould bt relevant and 

1 DeCftlal')' to the development of 
charac1er, or IO the adYlllCtlnelll 
of Iheme or plot" and "cltpicUolll o1 
•iolence 111111 not bt wed IO lboclt 
or IUlnlliate die audience--a1licl 
quickly clilmilled them ..._ 
they -tained DO llCUble ditra' • 
tneel from Ille MaDdardl alradJ 

• In placlt•l IKb lllltwaR. 
Similarly, lut month'• ,,_ 

-'erence UlllOUllCllll an aperi­
_,tal. IWO·Jear • ..._ pll'tlll 
adYilory plan" failed IO lmprm Ille 
critica. The ad"-- will nm 
before and durinl mtenallmtnl 
prorrUlll •base -Ylolenl -lent ii 
unapected. l"IPbic ... pernli'l't. '° htlp pannu make iDfwlllld 
decilall about wbal IO llt llltlr 
dlildrtn ftlCh. PaliUdlnl llld ac­
Uvilt l"lqll ay lllt llllt....U -
limply imna Ille llbell IO abandon 
llleir Nlplllllibility u careulienol 
the pubilc airwaves bJ IGmllll Ille 
problem bacli IO partllll. nlller 
Ulan addrtuinl ii lllnlulh pro­
l"IJlllllilll-

"Tilt net•orlil baYe llllde .... 
in the put about dtalinf With lbil 
Yiolence problem." Rep. Ron Wy· 
den ID-Ort.I aid With a .. h. •u 
JOU looll a1 t11e hiMorJ of &llil mue. 
JOU will - lhat Qir..,_ Would 
locus and the netwmill -.Id 
l'tlpOlld with rbt10ric. But I don't 
think an,_ ii seilll IO be fooled 
lllil ume. 1r11ot IO be more lllan 
aome caldly oraLCll')' aa a ,._ 
conference." 

After Ille eool recepUon ol die 
paren~J-adYllllry llbela. Ille AlW-

• 2 confettnce hu become what 
might bt the lul chanct for Holly· 
wood IO show Wuhinlton iU c:om­
m1unen1 before Siinon'1 pace pt· 
riod NN out an December. 

-10unk the net•orlll ftpn that 
die auenuon 1p1n of emi,rea II 
&hon. that thll Die .... been 
illtwed around for 30 IO 40 yun, 
lha1 if they ran ny by Lllil period 
wuh fairly minimal or modest 
l&tpl. then emi,rea Will IO away 
and dlinll about Dnetbinl tlae. -
Wydcn Mid. ·11y own •nee ii lllat 
lhil 11 the lime. Tbe public ii up in 
arms. em,rea bu mended Ille 
olive branch. Now 11'1 Ume for the 
11t1 worlu and broadcaM people to 
lhow they're.,_. 

The NC'M' 1111 been putuna on 
annual TV conferences for IS 
Jun. 1J11111lly llllall. two-day re­
&reall in Santa 8artiara IO 1en1mu 
tbe 100 or ao prod-. writen 
and network aecutiv• In au.end­
._ on llow IO nmpclllllbly panny 
~ lllll;lcu .. bealth. education 
anddrvaatue. 

'l'llil Jear. llllwmil aecutivea -Id &be mpnilalilill IO inde· 
pmdenUJ orpaiR a ~ on 
ftolence. Tbe ........... -­
p'Wd IO W MJ IO """"'DIDlldlte 
Ille Dar'IJ 600 mmber'I ol tbe . 
brr 1 a•i111. cable. prodllCliaD and 
dil&rlbution ~ •bo are 
apeaed IO a&lllld. 

'"!'be -uaa p1 o1 die Yio· 
llllce _,_ II IO educate 
people about waJI ID wllich Yiu· 
llllce cm ~ II .... per-
.ived "' ...... and lbe implcl 
lllat ••• llaYlnf ........ - aid 
Qeolf Cowan, a pubUc·ID~t 

...,..----... -.s... 
and II• a& UCLA wbo allo 1erve1 
• 1 YiCe cllairmln ol lbe NC'M'. 

Tiit lint -m.., lealioll at tht 
Bnert1 Hilton Halel will rail on 
academil:I and raearcben IO U· 

plain tlleir l&Udill. IO be followed 
bJ anocher mOlllllll ~ IO 
foclll on Ille effecll ol TV Yiolence . 
on dtlldnn. Tiit afleraoon .uiorl 
Wiii be a at ol Socraaic cllalosue ; 
between TV lndullrJ laden and : 
aDU·'I'~ aeU'l'llU. For the I 
.. lime, I.lie ,,.. .... been : 
ID'l'lled IO-lbe -'ennce. i 

Conn llap-. Ille -un,a will : 
-..e a dual ...,.. bJ l\lidin8 : 
llllwartl -.a;na In wllat kind of 
,..ajeal lbeJ .... llllO production. : 
•bile .. inl .. ,.. for the . 
creallve community 10 avoid : 
llllowiDI lftlUllOUI 'l'illlence. c-. i 
an .,,... Illa! U'finl a let of 1 

8'Ulllu* limplJ lln'I enouih. ! 
"Tbal'I Diil &be real problem.• be : 

aid. "8landardl and pncuca Ide· : 
panamatal lall JOU wbat IO keep . 
CIUl ol a IDIWie aace ,.. .... ordered · 
a mime aboul a murder. ,,_,. can ~ 
all ..,_ wllat IO Ulp out of die . 
AlllJ Fllher 11Gr1. bu& &here II It.ill ; 
a problem lllat all IJlree ,....,,, ; 
1111..U -*red &be AlllJ Filber . ..,. ;.. 

•A lal ol peat .._,. U.- ! 

deal wl&Ji ....... Tbe problem : 
Widl _.... ... lele'l'lllon II Diil . 

11111 lhey lla•e - 'l'lolence In 
them. bu\ tbe 111eme1are111emea ol 
current pernnity. nthcr thin 
lbemel ol .,...i lllaaD ...,.. 

BUI die MIWorU maln&ain Illa! aance. I dlln'\ lJlinli we-.ald llave 
1hey bave already dt-n· peaple 111 WulliftllOll, or 111 lbeir 

Mr11ed lheir .mou- by ar- llmllel IJtraulhoul ~ -· 
n1111111 11111 conference IO ni1e plainlllf aboul Yillltnc:e In 'Roou' 
awarrneu, by qretin& IO affilt or 'llolocallll' or 'Windl ol 'War,u~I 
llbela •hett _,. and by 
aff1rn11111 in 1encra1 their intention =~ &bey lla•t llplfican , 

IO .. eluninaie inappropriate dcpic. MTM Pretidenl Allen ay1 It 11 ~ 
lions of violence." They Ill' they unrealillic IO upeci that lolutions ~. 
are not planning any inore jllin1 
actions IO address the 111bjec1 bt· can bt found IO IUCh vain1 prob· : 
fott or even afler the meeuna- lems in a day· •people 1111y come I 
al1housh ihey have 001 comple1ely up with •ery an1eraun1 ldus 11 · 
cloitd the door IO the pou1b1hl)'. lhil conference, which will require : 
"We un'111y aoll11"9 will happen IOme thought and refanemen1," he ! 

lher the conference,'" aid I senior ques. °'TeleYillon II lrHlfd by I ; 
attuuve 11 one ol the ntl works. cre111ve process of though1 and j 
"Someone may have an idea 11 the refinement. and lllat'1 how I espect i 

~ conlettnce 1h11'1 111 brilh1n1 . . . dl11 problem IO bt deah w11h-m· • 
bu1 1ha1 ·1 no1 the idea bthind the •ead o1 bop1n1 lhat by S p.m 11 ; 
conference.. · · · · · PlnM ur '"V' i6 

.~ ... ; .. ·····•~tll••·~~·~·,~~~~~···!-~-·~ ........ ~-·;,.--.. -.-.-. 



Cotaliallld fnnn Pll/t 7f :·.\.•' . 
Ole clolc of Ole conftrence wt can 
band out I.ht ANWer." 

David Grant, enculive vice 
")remdtn1 of~ aperaliDN for 
f'al. bu I lot of quslMlnl be would 
liie answered 11 lbt met1.1n1, 
"Whal blppelll IO IEidl wben &bty 
watch Ylllltnt procram1! II lbere a 
difference between ICllOll and Yio· 
lence' II llle implcl an people Ult 
lllDf Wben I '°'* blowl .. M 
when I im- • mat? I WW IO 
knoWtac.W.. 

"'Vialtnce in dnmllic wwta .... 
Ileen 8l'OUlld forner: aplained 
Grant. wbo •Y• lie II makinl 
lllendanct mandalOry far many 
Fox eirecul.iYS. "What we llltd IO 

. do ii meld - NIPO"'"ih!)' wUh 
CU lelllt ol dramallC CNIUDll. and 
not 10 111111- way ar lllllCller ." 

nae lldwarb !lave IDlinlained 
lor Ult - pan lbal .., do 1111( 

lhow aeeaive 'rioltnce-wbich ii 
why lhe - parealAl·ad'filor7 

-anunp - llOI apecled .. lie 
1ttn much ill &Mir lall ...,_. 
....... ol lbeir wee!Uy -­
an benifn CllllDelbes. GKllllva 
point out. and lhetr llaDdmrdl * · 
p&nawnll edit inappropNle IDlle· 
nal from drama -11111-a 

So lhe netwwta _, IO lie 
lppl'OKhllll die eailference wan­
IJ. Tiiey ._....IJ' l'IJICI lhe 
-. tJI a nlillp 1ya&ea1 or any 
pUn lhat ~ tlic\ate what Oley 
can or can'l put an llle ICl'etll. 

"Tlw dea "1·mlkinl procal if 
~Vt, 8A:J tn a free, *'-nil· 
ic IOCltl)' needl IO ftllllin ID," llid 
Belh ar-an. Ya prsidenl of !ht 
CBS Broldcut Group. ""nit pro-
... ii a!ao a creauve -·To bt IOO 

tneChanlluc 111 our approach will 
Gnly Inhibit cre&UYll)' and l&Gp 
daverw propanunine. ft 

Cllnltirw HiUwa. YICt pnlidenl 
of IUlldardl and pncuca 11 ABC, 
lleheva Ole networkl have lie· 
come acaperaall. "Becauae people 
an very conccmtd wilh Yiolence 
in IOCJtt)'. u we are. wt \hlnlt 
there's I ll'Ultr pen:epCion of 
VIOience on TV," aht llid. 

In addition. HilLawa belleva lhe ,,..,Wlh tJI cable tekvillon bu 
added IO Utll petUpl.IOn. ':'There 

• $pean io bt more VIOience on TV 
11Ka111t now IJlert an JS chaNlell 
IO cbooR from," aht aplained. 
"Quite frankly, lht net•orkl have 
lea YIOltncr Ulan eYtr before.ft 

.Accordiltl IO Sen. Simon. how· 
rter. 111111)' TV aecuuva have' 
pnvuely acknowtecl1ecl t.o him 
over lht ,.,.,. that IOO much 
Yiolmce ii COllWll OU\ ot lhe tube. 
The dilemma 11 Uta! Yiolence of\en 
11111111 raunp. and If network pro­
irammen lolt lhetr IULl-bolh on 
ICTffn and off -\hen other Ml· 
works. 1ynd1aion or cable aervic · 
a will hold lhe compeuuve tc11e 
TV prod~en. In wrn. WY the)· 
m•kr violen1 proer1ms btc<lusr 
1~1·1 w~t thr nf!works order 

1·nr Mtwor~s hl•t been much 
m .. rr c•uuous 1n rec'nl monlt1s u 
a resull ol tllt he&ghtenrd locw on 
v1oltnrr. lhry·rr 11mpl)· llOI lfl· 
)mg crrd11 for lht ~h1nd·tllr· 
sctnrs dtt1s1ons thr)"rr nwkang 

.. 71 ii "'l•Al.JULI 11. l .. J 

aid Ralllyn We111111111. Y1Ct prai · 
dtnl of broldc&st llllldarda for 
NBC. 

For inatance. NBC -Oy cre-
11td two different Ytrlionl ol a 
promo far lhe lhealriCal lllOYlt 

"'Mobl\.en" -I lime Ylnian ·for 
&be llrty IYfllinl and I more 
l"IPllic Giii for late ll llilbl. And 
rttn Uloufll I moYie lboUI. I 
atblUluLt lelCller killilll lllldenll 
-W dtliYll' llup nlinp, Wlill­
man llid. NBC lllll lanf 110 rt;ecl· 
.. Iba\ GIC\ -- li1cb. Wllich 
- pielled "' Iller M I lllllft 
llm. 

"Wt •• ,....., mudl-cart­
ful ind lellllliwe co Ult IYiDlmctl 
..... • lhr 1114 ""l'llert .... , Ileen 
I Ila ol dilcUllionl lboUI. llow IO 
flit.er ll down .. I.be ..... llYel. 
And we -.Iva IN U7D11 IO do 
Ulil In I tJlouPtlul WI)', IDd - ill 
• ti.-jlrt r.c&iDn." 

I, ..._ ... Cllllllll - ol Ult 
NCl"l' ClllllflNDCt. all..,_ Ula\ 

lbere clelrfy Deeda IO lie I liel&er 
dlftnlUan ol Yioleact If Wlllliaf · 
Ian ad Hollywood IN - IDIDI 
IO-.e lGl't'Jier. 

A ncenl aaudy by o-p Oerb· 
mr. a prol- ll lbe Ualwenil)' 
of Ptnn1ylnni1'1 Annenber1 
School for Cammunicabon. IDuDd 
Ulat lhe IYtnp ll•Jell'-ald Ill 
.Amenca bu wa\CW D.000 ICU 
of Yiol~ an TV. lllcJudinl SUDO 
murders. nae 1&11111 81111 &11a1 Ill· 
... , morninr Clltoanl _..., 
lht-offeaden. 

FDr tbat ,,__ Genldllle Lay­
boume, prelicltnt ol &Jlt cllaldND'• 
able channel Niektladean. baa I 
problem wllh lludia tba1 auampt 
co quanuty YiOlence. She ncalll 
ber ne1wcin once lleins cited for 
-ve Yilllence in "You Can't 
Do 11Yi1 an TrieYilian. • a lilpl&ick 
-lorkidl. 

'"l'hty aid Wt had lbe lllllt 
Dllmbtr tJ1 Yilllent ICll U I 9IOYie 
of lhe week ahat had dlapi\I· 
liona,• aid Llrboumf, wbo 11 alao 
I pantlilt II die mnf-. ""111ey 
-ted I pie In lhe lace Ille lllllt 
u a decapitataan. To llR. ll wa ID 
luclicroua." Gtrbner'• ·vlClitnce 
lndezft clef1nn VIOience • any 
•c1tar-c:ut Uld oven lllilDda ol 
ph11ical Yiolence-ltuninf ar till· 
lnl or lhe lhrul tJI llurUlll and/• 
klllinl-ID "'' Clllllt.a1. M 

AnolJler llty funcUoD lilt -­
ference 1111)' aervt 11 IO pull IO· 
pther Ult broadcut Uld able 
cam.munllitt. So far. Ille able 
pro1r1111mera bave · rea1in1d 
llrlelJ' unaealhed beca1* c:Ule II 
an unrepialtd aerva lbal peaplt 
pay IO blinl illlO lbeir .._., 
whereu tlroldcuten are licellltd 
by Ille ftdera.I pv,,_t .. -
lbe public airWIYel. 

"Rilhl now lhtre an not very 
many cable enlitia out lhtrt lllins 
any 111ndard1 or 1uidehnt1," 
1niped CBS· 8rHUn "When lhtre 
are 111> !Mn)' cable oulltLI out \here 
uying. an eflec:1. 'Come watch w 
beaLISf we do not 1tlf·re1ul1lf.' 
how much ol !hr 1tlev11ion Ynd · 
ac.ape 11really1oan1 lO chqe' It's 
very unl1ir lO 11y \he ntl worlu 
1hould do mort when lhe ntl works 
are the only onn who ha•e done 
1ny1nan1 to diltr. ·· 

Al pan ol an ac&ion plan thal 
lndudtl parucipalinl in lht AUi 2 
CIClllference; cable lldwarlu have 
111'"11 IO W#tlop their own 1t1s of 
Internal llllldadl by lhe encl of 
&be Jar. A l&udJ ,,,,.Sontd by 
Ule Nalional Cable Telewiaion 
Ami. CIDlldllded in January lbal 

--- all llllldl ol llramalil: pro­
,,... .,., lalllD blo 8CCIDUlll. lhe 
Intl al Ytallnee Ill mble-Grilinlt · 
ed .... ••il'I II about &be -
• Ille YiOlela an llrDldtGl Del· wort.,. ... . 

TO &lie ~ ....... lbal'I 
IOO b&dl, IOO la&e. lo IOO may be 

llleC!llllf-. 
"l llliDll Ille iadlrtJinl ,.... 

lor IJlil --11 IO call I.be .... 
Ill ... It\ Ille~ off llleir 
llact. .. Ill &luoup die .... ol 
....,. 8111. ......... Terry 
BaUILI. ........ Amaicalll for 
I S ?'1 TV. a er-·11911&1 ar· 
pll&uUoll &Ml claillll JDll.000 
......_.._ llallollL wbo advocaia 
liannilll ftlllnl ....-11etw1en 
t Uld I p.a.. Will be I paneJill 11 
liltcallerala. 

8111 - Ille wbale Ncrr '"'" 
M I aollt ICNfll, "'nlen ii I 
ftiled u.r.& ol pe1wi ll\lel'· 

wml.ian If llleJ daa'l - .. Willi 
~-M 

And wbal II Ille lDduluy can'I. 
• woa'l.. Olllllt .. WiLb a lllilfac· 
1oarJ llllutiall fGr llle lawuken! 

"Tiie e.11 111C11i II I mdul dal· 
amlaa. llu& I llalm&Jy dan'l !lave 
~Ill ll6pll \ha\ \be illdUIUy, 
• .._ llelllYiar II fulled by Ille 
ellllPlllUYI ,._ co will nliftp. 
Will IY• be able .. l'llllll Lbe -
-liODll. more YiDlenl televilion 
pnlll'Ulmilll." aid Sen. l)'l'Oll L. 
Darpn CD·N.D.I. He ii - of 
llYlrll lawaalltn who aprnaecl 
I clelr llllenlioll .. IO abad and 
prm llpl mlllliDltl II Ille NCF"I' 
eanfBea lloea llOl )'llld I firm 
plan tJI IClion. . 

"I llliak 11'1 llliely lbal -
llliMallDn wW-•-" lie llld. 

loll Peet, I lepl -lor for 
lilt .AmlrlCln Civil Llbenia Un· 
- llid tbal In)' federal ltaJalli· 
CiDn lltempUns .. IOYml llle &If. 

wnea won't wuh. "ll can't, 
O"Dllill•ionall1." 111 IUd. "Al­
• 111eJ II)' what,... can 117, 

radar - dlrouP lllllr leltYillan 
1111. lllea Lbty'ft llll&lillf iD - • 
..-ablp, which lhe hR Amend· 
mnl clllrly pni&ecu apinll. ft 

Tiie Federal Comallllication• 
C-.illion bu I npllUDn pro· 
~ radio Uld TV llllianl fnim 
lnadcutinl auually · uplic11, 
1ndlcen\ prosramminl between 
I UL and I pJIL, wben cllildren 
ll'l lillel)f .. lie ill &lie l&ldienee. and 
. ..... 1111 belD 11111 ol -linl 
·lia'itllr lllialllion lar YiOlen\ pro· . 
. PJlllllllll. But l'tck llid IYID lht 
Indecency rultn1 bu been IOUlh lO 
Inf orce 111 coun. 

-rile flCl of lht 111111.er rtlDllllli 
Utat !ht lllOSI powerful realraml on 
trlev111on pro1nmrn1n1 . rem1m1 
I.ht Viewers." he 11id ft'What the)· 
will ""Itch and won't watch ~s 
lllOrt tflec:t than anylh1111 that 
Wuhanston will pus." a 

.Du1111I ~rollt ii a !\"~' 11«11 
tvnltT 
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AM-TELEVISION-VIOLENCE (SCHEDULED) 

TELEVISION 'SUMMIT' WILL SPOTLIGHT VIOLENCE ON SMALL SCREEN 
By Michael Miller 
LOS ANGELES (Reuter) - Key members of the four major 

television networks and repr~~entatives of the cable industry 
will meet in an unprecedented media summit to explore the 
effects of TV violence on society, particularly children. 

The conference, to be held Monday in Los Angeles, comes 
under mounting pressure from· Washington for the industry to 
tone down violence on a voluntary basis, ·or be forced to do so 
by a welter of legislation waiting in the wings on Capitol 
Hill. . 

In December 1990, then-President Bush signed into law 
Democratic Sen. Paui Simon's Television Violence Act which, in 
effect, gave the television industry three years to clean up 
its act, or have the government do it. · 

With the December 1993 deadline fast approaching, the four 
networks, ABC, NBC, CBS and Pox, announced last month a 
voluntary parental advisory which they would attach to programs 
containing violent scenes so parents could use their discretion 
as to whether those programs should be seen by their children. 

. I 
Monday's conference, which will be attended by academics and 

public watchdog groups critical of the industry's efforts to 
clean up its act, as well as by writers, producers and 
television executives, is &.:pected to ~ocus, at least in part, 
on the new advisories, which will be introduced in the Fall 
season. 

Simon, one of the television industry's most powerful 
critics, who will address Monday's conference, said of the 
survey: ''We hope it is a hint of things to come.'' 

The 1990 Television Violence Act which he drafted granted 
television programmers and producers inununity from Federal 
antitrust prosecution for three years so they could meet 
voluntarily and devise a plan·~o self-regulate L:~air industry. 

It was seen as a temporary cease-fire between the network, 
cable and syndication competitors in order for them to reach an 
agreement on how the industry should be run, including how much 
violence could be portrayed on television. 

Critics of the advisory system drawn up in June by the 
networks argue the industry is merely paying lip service to · 
nationwide concerns over gratuitous sce~es of sex and violence. 

They also argue that ''parental empowerment,'' as the 
networks describe the advisories, merely transfers the 
responsibility from the networks to parents, and that the 
networks have no intention of reducing violent p-~granuning. 

''I anticipate a lively discussion,'' said Geoffrey Cowan, a 
vice president of the National Council for Families and 
Television, an education body that organized the conference. 

Although critics of the conference have said it cannot 
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succeed in reducing TV violence in just one day, Cowan, a 
lawyer, Enuny Award-winning movie producer and lecturer in 
conununications at the University of California at Los Angeles, 
disagreed. 

''This conference will have an impact. It will have 
succeeded if it makes the people in this industry that much 
more knowledgeable about the ways in which programming has an 

. impact on society and what they can do about it,'' he said. 
The industry received a boost earlier this week with the 

release of a study by the University of Pennsylvania showing 
that the frequency of violen~ scenes on television was now 
about 50 percent less than before 1990. 

Cowan, who won an Emmy last year for Best Prime Time 
Programming for Children for his made-for-'l'V movie ''Mark Twain 
and Me,'' said he believed Monday's conference would not only 
result in even less-violence but it may encourage the industry 
to be more concerned with themes that tend to reduce violence. 

But others remain skeptical. Democratic Rep. John Bryant of 
Texas, in a recent interview with the Los Angeles Times, said 
he had lost all patience with the television industry over its 
inaction on reducing violence. 

''I don't know why everyone wants to spend the day (Monday) 
in a group grope discussing a subject that's obvious to 
everyone already,'' he said. 

In November last year then President-elect Clinton also put . 
the spotlight on television violence, decla:.·. ng in an interview 
with TV Guide that he was ''mortified'' by what was being shown 
on TV and calling on Hollywood to take the lead in 
''deglamorizing mindless sex and violence.•• 

Although the industry established a uniform, 15-point set of 
guidelines on violence a month after Clinton's interview, 
critics have been quick to point out they are no different to 
the in-house guidelines already in place at each network and do 
not advocate a reduction in violence. 

REUTER 



Cable to Air 
Violence 
lramings 
15 Networks Agree 
To Parental Advisory 

By Ellen F.dwards 
........... SUff ..... 

The major players in ~ telni­
, foUowing the lead ol the lirold­
networks, Jel(erday lgreed to 

air I wamiq to parents on violent 
proerams. 

Fifteen networks-includil'lg 
HBO, Showtime, USA, the Disney 
Owmel, MTV, Nickelodeon, A&E, 
the Discovery Channel and the 
Turner Entertainment Networb­
.a:epted the advisory, which could 
be 1pplied to anything shown on 'ta· 
ble, including movies. The criteria 
for determining what is violent will 
be left up to each network. • 

While the 1greement was en­
doned by Sen. Paul Simon CD-ID.), 
one of Capitol Hill's most vocal crit­
ics of television violence, he said in I 
statement that "labeling violence: ii 
more ol a bandage than a real cure. 
The best solution still is to reduce 
the overall levels of violence on teJe. 

,1.· 

The action, announced by the Na­
tional Cable Television Association, 
comes just days before an industry­
wide conference on television vio­
lence to be held in Los Angeles. 
"You want to come in with some­
thing concrete agreed upon: said 
one c.able spokesman. 

The networks and the producers 
or television programs are doing all 

Stt CABLE. G6. CoL I 

.1 
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Cable Adopts 
Advisory 

CABLE.,,_ GI 

Ibey can to bead off IDY c:ongressional restric· 
lions. They are particularly afraid that Congress 
mipt ·require a "V <hip,• a device within a TV 
lhat parents could activate to bllok out Ill)' pro­
grams that the networlcs ooded u violenL 
. The c ale label, identical to what the brOld­

cast networks have adopted, will 11y: "'Due to 
liome violent content, parental' di&cretion ad­
Vised. • Networks are free to go beyond this basic 
linguage; HBO, for one, is likely to make its ad­
'Visories more explicit. perhaps desaibing the 
acts of violence. 
. Like movie ratings, the label ii an 1ttempt 1t 
felf-rqulation by ID industry that hu come un­
der widespread criticism in the list several 
months,· especially afts the unusually bloody 
May ratings sweeps. 
. . In fact, its effect may be very limited. Many ol 
the cable networks already air a variety of dis­
claimers. HBO and Showtime, for example, show 
the Motion Picture Association d America rat· mgs for feature movies, as weD IS ldvi9ories for 
eex. violence and language. HBO has carried dis­
daimers for 15 years, said spokesman Quentin 
Schaffer. He said the spy movie "Blue Joe,• which 
'tiill air this fall, would carry I disclaimer, IS does 
tfie-TaJes From the Crypt" anthology. 

On Sbowtime, the film noir series "Fallen An­
,e1s: which begins Sunday nilht. wiD carry a 
'mature advisory." said McAdory Lipscomb Jr., 
senior vice president for corporate lffairs. 

: MTV spokesman Carole Robinson said every 
.video submitted for airing is reviewed by a stan­
dards corrunittee. and Mgratuitous violence is not 
something you would see on MTV." The net-

work has ocasionally aired wuniap in the past. 
lbe Slid. 

The USA Network has carried advisories 
warning ol mature subject matter or adult situa­
tions for about 10 years but has never had a ~ 
Jenee warning, according to spokesman Dan 
Martinsen. He uid no programs have yet been 
desipated to carry the new advisory. 

Peggy Bimel, director ol piemment affairs 
for Turner Broadcasting, Slid although her net­
work edits movies "heavily" for violence, ane 
might ltiJI merit the Wlming. She cited IOIDe 
Clint u.twood movies aa an mniple. 

"Pretty IOV' labels will set 10 ubiquitous that 
we will pay a 1 ttJe lltention to them as we do to 
the waminas on toblcc:o ldvertiing,• aid PeaY 
Qwren, founder ol the watchdog group Action 
for Oiildren'a Televiaioo. who bas aiticUled li­
beling as ineffective. 

Cable bas long been viewed II I WOl'le offend­
er in liring violent programs than brOldcast tele­
vision. A recent study commissioned by the Na­
tional Cable Television Association showed that 
to be true for cable-originated dramatic ~ 
pams. but not for children's abows. 

The study excluded any programs or movies 
that were not made specificaDy for cable, auch as 
feature-lensth movies, which ue often consider­
lbly more violent than other fare ud ue the sta­
ple ol IOlne cable networks. The study was done 
by George Gertiner ol the University of Peonsyl- · 
vania's Annenberg School foe Communication. 

Lipscomb aid the cable networks were not in­
vited to join the broadcast networks. when they 
made their original. announcement, though they 
were encouraged to do so afterward. He said he 
thought that because cable bas aired advisories 
for years, •a number ol the broadcasters felt 
they had to catch up with cable in informing their 
viewers." · 

Representatives or cable companies have been 
meeting under the Television Violence Act, 
sponsored by Simon. which waived antitrust laws 
to pennit discussions on the subject. 

- ' 
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PAUL· SIMON 
U.S. SENA TOR 

July 29 - Aug. S, 1993 

CONTACT: David Carle 
202-·224-7115 

ILLINOIS 

Simon Welcomes Cable Plan 
for Advance Parental Advisories on TV Violence 

Sen. Paul Simon has endorsed the decision by 15 cable networks 
to adopt the Advance Parental Advisory Plan to forewarn viewers about 
violent programs. · 

•1 welcome this move and commend the decision-makers at the 
cable networks who h~e made this a priority," said Simon, D-111. 
•informing viewers with these messages is a step forward, but labeling 
violence is more of a bandage than a real cure. The best solution still is 
to reduce the overall levels of violence on television.• 

The 15 cable networks announced July 29 that they will join the 
program, which includes advisory messages that will accompany 
especially violent programs and the commitment to provide advance 
listings of shows with advisory messages. According to officials at the 
participating networks, they will apply the review process to all programs. 
The netWorks are: Arts and Entertainment, USA Networks, TNT, 
Showtime, Nickelodeon, Nick-at-Nite, Comedy Central, The Disney 
Channel, The Family Channel, Home Box Office, Lifetime, The Discovery 
Channel, The Learning Channel, MTV Networks, and the (additional) 
Turner Entertainment Networks. 

The announcement came on the eve of the unprecedented 
industrywide conference on television violence set for Monday, Aug. 2, in 
Los Angeles. ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC announced the advisory plan on 
June 30. The system - and the industrywide conference - are made 
possible under the Television Violence Act, which waives antitrust laws 
for three years to permit joint industry efforts to curb television violence. 
Simon is the author of the law, which expires Dec. 1, and was invited to . 
offer the keynote speech to the conference. 
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July 28 - Aug. 4, 199 3 

PAUL SIMON CONTACT: David Carle 
202-224-7115 

U.S. SENATOR 

Simon: N~'!l TV Violence Data 
Offered 'Hint of Change' 

On Eve of lndustrywlde Conference 

·ILLINOIS 

A new report showing a slight dip In prime time lV violence added "cautiouB 
optimism• to efforts to address the issue on the eve of an ooprecedented industrywlde 
conference on the subject. Sen. Paul Simon said JUtJ 28. 

The report, compiled by a team led by Or. George Gerbner of the UnMntty of 
Pennsytvania's Amenberg School for Comnu1ication, tracks violence on three 
broadcast networks for three viewing eeaaons, Including the current eeaaon. Gert>ner 
has documented violence on teleYision longer Chan any other reeesc::her. 

Gerbner credits some of the decfine to the T elevlsion VIOience Act. 11 three-year 
waiver of antitrust laws to allow joint efforts by the television Industry to reduce 
violence on televialon. Simon, o.m., euthored the law and ls 118 chief Senate ap0111801"; 
chief House sponsor of the law is Rep. Dan GHckman, 0-Kan. The broadcast 
networks used the Simon law last December to develop and Implement their first joint 
standards on violence and was used again June 30 for a ayatem of advance parental 
advisory messages that ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC will Initiate this faD for violent 
programs. The law also made possible the Aug. 2nd lndustrywlde meeting. 

"This report brings us back to the basic Issue: There Is too much violet ice 
overall on television,• said Simon. •Labeling will be helpful to a degree. But the real 
answer Is to reduce the levels of violence on televlslon. For that, eelf-regulation - not 
government censorship - is the best solution. In the final months of the TeleWlion 
Violence Act, the broadcast networks have taken Initiative and accepted responslblllty 
that remains lacking among others in the Industry, up to now, cable In partiaAar. 

"On the eve of the conference, It's now possible to lp8QAate that the ere of 
· Indifference may be ending,• Simon continued. 9The Industry is getti~:; the mesaage 

from the public, from the research community and from the Congress that television 
Yiolence contributes to violence In our lociety. I take this modest decline as a hopeful 
sign and as a hint of the lasting change we hope to eventually '" on lhis problem. 

"There's nothing fundamentally new In these figures. Just the hint of change. 
But, tor the first time, we have reason to hope that the next survey d be slgnlficantly 
different. On the basis of the steps that already have been taken, my guess Is 1hat 
these numbers a year from now will be noticeably better, for the new fall eeason on 
the broadcast networks,• he said. 'We should not expect dramatic, overnight 
solutions. A large Industry, Ike a ship, has to slow down befora It changes course. 

"Three years ago, we urged the Industry to use this window of opportunity tor 
self-regulation under the Television VIOience N;t,• said Simon. -For the first two years, 
we saw very little acceptance of responsibility for aelf-regulation. But we've now come 
farther in six months than in the previous six years of working on this ... :tue. As we 
head into this conference, I'm hopeful; but I'm cautiously hopeful. We shouldn't hope 
for too much from this conference, but we also should not hope for too little.• 
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TABLE 1: VIOLENCE IN 
· TELEVJSION NETWORKS PRIME-TIME DllAMA'nC PllOGJUMS 

(1'73_-tm) 

...... v..... ..... 
Sa• p It I -'""' - fl ...... VWIMe - .... Hn a.... wllla1'1111. ....... ....... •v •K ..... 
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1'11-1'7 61 51.5 172 10 • .1 5.1 3.3 17,, 12.z 112.8 
1917-71 " 12., 210 H.2 5.t 2.3 53.1 t.o 151-8 
1971-71 '3 •l.O 111 "·' 
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TABLE J: VIOLENCE IN 
TELEVISION NltTWORXS SATURDAY MORNING DllAMAnc PROGliMS 

Clf7:3 - 1"3) ..... ..... Dw ••• 
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USA TODAY July 27, 1993 

ABC hot line 
tips off sensitive 
subject matter 
By Donna Gable 
USA TODAY 

Begtnntna SUDdly, Viewers 
can call u • numhpr ID IDd 
out wbat ABC 1baW1 Ibey a.y 
nDt ID dick air. 

ABC's Advllol7 BaCUne. .. 
21Mm. will be updated twice 
a weet wtth the dt1e. air dale 
ud. mma.ry of ABC prtme.. 
Ume praarams with ...auw 
IUbject ....... 

1be netwcn unw:Ued lbe 
bot line Monday, a net be­
fore tbe Industry ballS a meet­
ing CJD 1V Violence. 'lbe lmue 
bas don>IMtrd tbe fall preSI 
tour ..,mg ID LOI Angeles. 

Monday, ABC Entertain­
ment Prelldent Ted Bart.ert 
told crbics tbat bis net:wcwk"s 
movies will be lem Yiolent tbls 
le890ll. While be defeaded ._ 
May's violent Murder in the 
Heartland. about lel1a1 killer 
Charles Slarkweatber, -U tbat 
movie came to me tomorrow, I 
don't tb1nt rd pick It up." 

Not that ABC will shy away 
from murder stories, .. but 
we'Ve &Elt to Ind a dllerent 
way to do tbem." 

ABC's new adult drama 
NYPD Blue will not bave a~ 
lence warniDg. but this adviso­
ry: -nils police drama con­
ta 1 ns adult language and 
scenes or partial nudity. View· 
er discretion Is advised." 

Sen. Paul Simon, D-Dl., 9eeS 
tbe bot line as "another step" in 
tbe war apinst 1V violence. 

And while labeling ls bel~ 
ful, '1be best solution, still, ls to 
scale down the overall levels of 
violence." 
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W.Ul Stro<:?t Journ.J! Jul•; 1, 1993 

I Networks' Plan for TV Program Warnings May Backfire 
I In lfYl"I! to mollify Waslllnrton and 

l'Ollnlttrrillrlsmoflrlr•islon'spr!OttllPI· j ADVIRTISl118/IY lnm ...... J Bui It appran 11111 lllP an lo 11111 
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n"twnrts may haYP only shol l"'lllSPIYPS By dl!lllf 11111. lhf llflWOrb lllY! sun' 11111 Mr. Ullldlrld Is propllPtlr. "Wr mostly frvm polllldlrm and prrssurr 
in thf' foot. handfd sllillish adwrtlsfn a rttdy-madr •111roafltt111y adwnlwr allll'anna in 1 iroups, SUt:h as Ms. Rllolta's, rathfr lhan 

Thi' lour major broadcast iwtwofb' flnR 10 Iorio buylnr llff'Wort llnif, llllllP show Ulat hu a Yiolmcf dlsdal!Mr," slit from ~ massivr, rrus·ruot1 outcry. "I 
nrw pacl to slrp up Procram ftmlnp on Industry rucullm maintain. II would dttllm, "and tartrt that ac!Ymlwr with haW'll ~ plctfd up 1 mass publlr lllOY!-
v1olrnl con1rn1 may makr II tqtwr ror IDftlr sponmrw to a t'lllllulnrr lloJtull." mrnt.' •11 Bill Barfttt, rxrculivr v;c. 
ttmporanly stavr stick wtlll a lllDW IMl llU btrn llbrled bJ Suell em,mcts llaft fallfd hi 111r put ~ldflll Of SFM Mrdla Carp., a lllPdia 
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also thrr1tfftl to ett- ratller thlll ""P pannll llif'P lift '* made ....,_ wtmr Ylalfnl ICftlfl may tbetr dllplruure by lllmlnr Ille dial or 
rourarf ad"'115'1'1 any from"°""' contrnt. IUdl """""9 bt lmporta11111D plot or mellllf. 1n ract. 111utt1nr Ille trlrYlsloft 1r1 on enUfrlY. For 
10 pull out of rt1tJ mllttt anlntrntlonallJ rllCllllftP kids ID bt llW •JI 1111 MW &ttalmtr WlR nue 11 nample, ABC'• Yklleftt mim.rtn "II•· 
procrammlnr. and "" ID IUllf In. aller ID .... ....-in ... Adttrtllm WlD lier In Ille Heutland ... wNdl nn In"""'· 
11 1wn·1 silenced "MUenomlslakellmllt,lldlll.- • -.r bt Ult to dahn 11nannce on buldon a klHlnr 1pne In Ille tBs bJ 1 
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TIME Magazine Aug. 2, 1993 

The Networks Run Fl 
To avoid• wamlng label, 
violent shows are getting 
toned clown or dropped 
.,lllCIWID .... 

P 
aODUCIR JOHN INCOLBY WAS 
ecreen.lng a rough cut of b1a new 
Fm network lbow °" FUes a 
couple of weeks aao. and be 
wun't bappy. ID one ICIDe, a 

female police otlicer' IUJ1ll'l9es a baqlary 
IUlpeCt bl a wareboUle; be attacks ber 
....ge)y, tben Ille lboota blm bl .ir­
defeue. Wben Fm ceD90l'I abjected to tbe 
Ylolence, Langley wu forced to make 
dnsUc adaioDs, Nit ... alleurd, n be 
ays. "'Tbe preuure was OD ua to de­
empbulze tbe attack, ID you WVUDd ap 
lbowtat ber lbootint blm witbout any 
motivation." J.uCley, llb manyotben ID 
Hollywood. bowu tbe...,.. lor tldl oat· 
~ or equeamlabnesa: tbe •worts 
Uve IUddeD)y I°' relflioD OD tbe IU~ 
of Yiolence. 

After leftl'&l rounda of~ 
bearings lbat aired concerns about .. 
lence on TV, tbe lour networks lut month 
announced a joint re1po119e. Starting 
ID September, they wW attach a wanalq 
label-DUE TO IOME VIOi.iNT CONTINT, 
PABDn'AL DISCUTION ADVJSID-to lbows 
with .high le¥ela of mayhem. Over' tbe put 
two weeks, network eucutlves bave 
trooped before junketing TV journnliata ID 
Loi ADaeles to ltrelS their concerns about 
vlolence-ud aaert lbat they aren't tbe 
only ODe1 to blame. Nm Monday a bemvy­
weJpt lineup of TV producera, network 
e:ucutlves and other Industry bip'lp 
wOJ meet to aplore tbe violence laue at a 
daylong "mmmlt conlerence" lpODIOred 
by tbe National Council lor Families and 
Televlalon. 

Initial nactlon to tbe networks' label­
ing plan WU predictably lkeptical. Critics, 
from conaervatlve watcbclog Terry Ra­
kolta to eamest newspaper columnists, 
complained that the warning label wu a 
COJ>"OUt. a Band-AJd IOIUUon tbat would 
not reduce violence but wou~. mnply 
point out more clearly where to find it. But 
as production for the new seuon tets un­
der way, the impact of the new label is 
shaping up as substantial. maybl' rven 
crippling. The Clean Up Your Network 

I 
Bia!> tin& away in NBf'!> Ambush in Waco 
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Cover 
campaJp may beJp make TV lllf'er for 
tJda. but it will almoat certaiDJy make net­
work propamming even blander than It 
m.dyla. 

nae 1ra11y ol the current outcry la tbat 
It com• at a Ume wlten violeDoe on the 
networks la at a low ebb. Five. 10 or 15 

with rear nudity, relatively 
rough language ("You pissy 
little bitch"), and some strong 
nolence. In tbe face of diliate 
cU8COmfort-rougbly a third or 
ABC station aecutms polled 
at a recent network meeting 
.ud they m.lgbt not nm tbe 
lbow-Bocbco aid be would 
conalder maklDI aome 
c:baagies: "Tm trying to be~· 
lllift to tbe COllClll'DI without 
OD111promlalagtbe ... " . 

Tbe anti-violence cam­
paign may b8ve ...... ..-t­
er lmpKI in tbe lbowa that 

vteftn IOllfl°r -· All tbree netWUl"U Mve aid they wW 
all hm their .,.._._ 

,.n •· Ille prime-time 9CbeduJes Mre 
,.eked wttb tarbulent crime ebowa like 
77¥ .A·18Un. llltlltd lib, Hllllllr and HUI 
Strf/d Jllwl. ,,.._ Uve all but diap;. 
peued, nplM:ed by altcoma, mapziM 
-.. and "'mft" dramas like L.A. Low 
and Norllwm Erpatrun. Vlolence la ....-, 
coa8ned to a few ..uty lbows. Clp. 
.beo1o11 ~Most Mfznlat. and tnae-ertme 'IV 
moriea wbk:b are allandaat bat wllole 
violence looks po1tttYely prim beside tbe 
brutality ol uy Lftltal lliapon teq11el or 

o,)\olll C.tl lJ'-.{> ,,11ct 01 11111 ..... r I .1r11 ot NYPD 81111 

ou punalt oltn.e-crlme mov­
lea ol tbe week. ABC, wbk:b 
drew Ire for Its Cwo-pu1er in 

Scllw•neaa atravap.nza. . 
Still. r.ced wttb public concern about 

tbe effect TV Yiolence mtght be baring on 
JOUDI vtewen. tbe networks U¥e 'VO'Mld 
to 8Cl'Ub tbelr boa.a even deaner. 'Jbe la­
bel ltle1f may turn out to be ~ 
uec1. Network olida1a .., rew. 11 uy, or 
tbefr replar leries w0J be IO branded; 
ODly Stevn Bocbco'• racy new cop show 
for ABC, NYPD Blw. bu been singled out 
u UkeJy to set a weekly warning. In gener­
al, tbe label wW be applJed OD a cue-by· 
cue bula to certain TV movies and tndi· 
vidual epJ8odes of regular leries. 

Tbe rmJ question is whether a "V" la­
bel-like an R or NC-17 rating for feature 
lbna-wtll become a 8lJgma to be awkled 
at almost all cmtl. Tbe fear ii that adver­
u.en, alwayl lklttJlll about CODtrowl'liaJ 

iDI tbeee edftl'Ulen mpport YlaleDce. .. 
Producers are Ja1tlflably worried 

about tbe c:bDllnf effect tb.11 could have on 

provocattve programming. "Once '°" aet 
ad"VeftlllDg redlining. you11 Mve a deblli-
lating el'ect on eome of TV's most power­
ful dnmu," gya Dick Wolf, aecuUve 
producer al nc'1 Low ti Ordlr. ""WbeD 
Ulw ff Or*r atarted, we did epilodea OD 
aub,lecta like ahortion-cllnJc bomblap. ID 
tb.11 current enYirnnmeat, I doa't lmow If 
thole would ever i.ve tottea made." 'lbe 
network atandardHnd-prw:tlces depart· 
menta are already IDcnuing their 'flll­
lance. "We're used to dealing wttb Stan­
dards Ir Practices OD a dally buia ID terms 
of language and violence," says LancteY of 
Cbp FUa. "But tbey'w become even more 
cautious recently." ABC Entertainment 
chief Ted Harbert; IP""'I to alWatea ID 
June, proml8ed that the uetwwk waa1d 
.. 'work to keep tbe vtolence to tbe ablolate 
minimum" this fall. Georae Vradeaburt 
Sci, executive YXie prealdeat ol Fm Inc., 

'°.\(f\( 1 l'lis( 1 1's \\·ill hp lt 11n111i11g-lik< 1 

i 11 t !Jpj r <t\ oi<f<llH'<' oft IH 1s<' progr(l ttJs ... 

programs tbat mtibt iolplre a letter-wrtt­
lng campaJp or an adwrtller boycott, will 
be scared off by any allow tbat carries the 
label. Madi9on A'Vellue wterans think they 
will. "Advertisers wOl be lemming-like in 
tbelr awldanoe or these programs," says 
Gene DeWitt, president of bis own New 
York City media management firm, "be­
cause advertising on them will just be ask­
ing for trouble." Asserts Betsy Frank, a se­
nior vice president of Saatchi & Saatchi: 
"You are shining a spotlight on certain 
programs and on advertisers who are sup­
porting those programs. In eft'ecl, It's say-

wwa "lncreued attention not onJy to tbe 
depletion or violence but alao to wbetber 
there are appropriate WB)'I to raolve con­
fUcta Without using violence." One Cll8 
show bas already been aJfected: WalUr, 
1has Rangu, a western starring Chuck 
Norris that premiered ln the spring, will 
be less violent when It returns to tbe fall 
schedule, network programmers say. 

The program dnwing the most scnitl­
ny ls NYPD Biut; it ls an admitted effort by 
Bochco, creator of Hill Strttt Blues, to do 
network TV's 6rst R-rated series. Tbe pi­
lot episode contains a steamy sex scene 

1 AUGUST:?, 199:1 

Mmy about 19508 mua mur­
derer Cbarles Starkweatber, .... tarDed 
doWll • prupoeed 'IV movie about 1980& 
mua murderer Richard Speck. CrWcs 
may c:beer at tbe deml8e or tbia tawdry 
TV-morie crime wave, but FIJd 8liu may 
aet burt ID tbe proceu. ABC bad plumed to 
air tbe aploetvely violent (and c:>.:aMrtn­
Dinl) 81m Gootffella tb.11 ~ campleee 
wttb an introduc:tloa by director llartiD 
Scol ~• e ID wtUcb be wrta tbe Ibo la 
aot a pni&catloD ol YioleDcee ID tbe car­
nat dlmate. tbe aetwort bu decided to 
puD tbe lllm from tlata-'• ICbedule. 

Meuwblle. uetwort aec:attvea are 
oamplelDfng loudly about being mad4: 
1eapegoat1 for• lal'lf'!I' problem in IOdety. 
-rile TV aetworb are a lot easier tuwet 
than tbe Natioul Bille Anodatton," DOtes 
CBS &ltenatnment president Jell S.­
taJllky. He and others point out tbat moat 
TV vtoleDce Is found DOt OD tbe uetWOI kt 
but OD l)'DCUcated lbowl like 7le l/rtJxNch­
abla and HlgltlaJtda; and OD cable cllan­
Dell, wlUc.b are ltW free to air wbatever 
tbey wanl Not to mation video pmes, 
rented mories-ud, of coane. rmJ Ufe. 
•'Tbere'1 aotblag more violent" tban 
WUclllaf tbe 11 o'clock news at DJPt. and 
DOtbiDg more tmk," coateadl ~Gu­
ber, cbairman of Soay Pictures Blltertaln-

. meal ""Baby Falla Oat ofWbadow! Tue ln 
at 111 We lmve to lpp1y tbe ame ltan· 
dardl to an vtsaa1 tmar not just what 
we call entel1alnment, but aewa, lnf'orma­
tion ud ...Uty-llued programs." 

'lbe controversy owir wbetber TV vio­
lence truly aJfecta tbe way people act will 
continue to roll, With little cbance of being 
resolved conclusively. For now, bowever, 
those alarmed by violence ~ tbe upper 
band. Until viewen raise new alums by 
tuning out In search of more ltlmulating 
entertainment, network TV aeema beaded 
for a dull, discreet stretch.. ~•JI 1 Wtr ..... .........,.... .,...,,,.,.,......,, .......... 
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•EDITORIAL BY MORTIMER 8. ZUCKERMAN 
EllTCa-IN..QllEF 

THE VICTIMS OF 1V VIOLENCE 

Do you despair at the sight of the youngster in a 
trance in front of the television set? You m 
-not alone. With sets turned on in the inner city 

for ll hours a day, with video, pay per view and multi­
plying cable channels, lV bas become the closest and 
most CODStaDt companion for American children. It bas 
become the nation's mom and pop, storyteller, baby 
sitter, preacher and teacher. Our children watch an 
astonishing S,000 boun by the first ifadc and 19,000 
hours by the end of high school- more time than they 
spend in class. lbc question more and more concern­
ing parents, psychologists and public officials is this: 
What is all this viewing doing to them? 

The greatest impact is on prcadolcs-

bery, rape, drug abuse, alcohol abuse and pregnancy. 
It is hard to avoid the judgment that lV, an acro­

nym for too violent. bas become an integral pan of this 
. problem. Research suggests that it increases physical 

aggression in children, such as getting into fights and 
. disrupting the play of others. Does this increase in ag­
gression contnbute to the ezplosion of criminal vio­
lence? Many argue that it docs. lbey point to lbldies 
such as one demonstrating that children who watched 
a lot of lV violence at 8 years of age have a higher 
propensity to commit violent crime by age 30, includ­
ing the beating of their own cbildmi. 

There arc those who argue that lV 
violence is a catbanic rather than a 

cent children who do not yet have the 
capacity to gauge what is real and what I 
is not. To them, lV is a repon on bow 
the world really works. There may be a 
comic side to it. One Indiana school. 
board had to issue an- advisory that 
then. is no such thing as the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Tunics that the children 
had been cnwling down stonn drains 
to reach. But there is nothing amusing 
about the perception children gain 
from lV that violence is the easy solu-

I;\ 1/~.1 , /1\ 

stimulanL Indeed. precise malign con­
nections may be diflicult to prove. But 
common sense dictates that the effect 
cannot be good. Some 80 percent of 
Americans feel that lV violence is 
harmful to our society and that there is 
too much of it 11 our entenainment. 
The burden of proof should fall on 
those who continue to promote vio­
lence and use it as entertainment. 
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The lV networks recently made a 

concession by providing a rating sys­
tem to alen viewers to impending vio­
lence. It is a gesture, but that is all it 
is. It identifies the violence but it doCs 

tion to many problems, employed by 
good characters as much as bad and 
always leading to a happy ending. 

The concern is that in later life, those conditioned to 
violence will intuitively continue to regard it as exciting, 
charismatic and effective. Consider haw pervasive it is. 
By the age of 18, according to one estimate, a youngster 
will have seen 200,000 acts of violence on lV, including 
40,000 murders. 1V GWdt looked at 10 channels on one 
normal 18-bour day and found 1.846 individual acts of 
violence - and every hour of prime time carries six to 
eight acts of violence. Violence has become normal, the 
Pied Piper to lure the vulnerable to a darker world. 

lbc youthful world bas become dramatically more 
violent. Consider this piece of anecdotal evidence 
turned up by CBS News: The seven top problems in 
public schools in 1940 were identified by teachers 
as talking out of tum, chewing gum, making noise, 
running in the halls. cutting in line, dress-code 
infractions and littering. B)· 1980, the seven top prob­
lems had been identified as suicide. assault. ,rob· 
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not remove iL It puts the onus on the parents-and 
parents do have a duty to protect their children from 
the brutalizing effect of nightly slugings. But parents 
caMot do it all, given absences for work and for travel; 
that many children watch lV in their ~ rooms, and 
that the alcn system excludes canoons. cable, videos 
and so fonh. _ 

The alen system is no more than a beginning. a rec­
ognition but not a resolution. lbc minimum nezt step 
is to take advantage of the technical capacity to manu­
facture lV sets with a computer chip that will allow 
parents, unilaterally, to block off' programs carrying 
the V rating- just as we now mandate sets to help the 
deaf. And with that should go an earnest cffon by the 
creative controllers to take the V out of much more of 
their television. It is not a happy prospect that a com­
mercial Big Brother could substitute for the Orwellian 
Big Brother. • 
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TIM ROBBINS AND SUSAN SARANOON IMPLORE THE 

nation to treat Haitians with AIDS more 
humanely. Robcn Redford works for the envi­
ronment. Harry Bclafonte marches against the 
death penalty. . 

Actors and producers Sttni to be constantly 
speaking out for noble causes far removed 
from lhcir lives. They seem rvrn more 'VOCAi 
and visible now that there is a Democrat in the 
White House. But in the one area over which 
they ~ control-the cxcessi~ violence in 
the entertainment industry-Hollywood 
M:livists remain silent. 

This summer, Washington was abuzz with 
wk abow the movie Dow, in which Kevin 
Kline sws as the acting president. But every 
time I saw an ad featuring Kline, &he movie I 
couldn't get out of my head was Grand Ccln)ion. 
There are rwo scmes in it that explain much of 
what bas Sol" wrong in America. 

Kline's character has a friend. playul by Strvr 
Manin, who is a producer o( the B-gradc. violent movies that Hollywood 
mphemistically calls "action" rums. Bw after an armed robber shoots Mar­
lW character in lhc leg. he has an epiphan)li 

·1 can't make those movies any more," he decides. ·1 can\ make anothtr 
piece ol an tha1 glorifaes violence and bloodshed and brutality .... No more 
exploding bodies, exploding buildings, exploding anything. I'm going ID 

make the world a better .l'>lace." 
A month or rwo later, Kline calls on Manin at his Hollywood Sludio to 

congratulate him on &he •new direction" his career has taken. 
•What? Oh that," Manin says dismissively. •fuck that. That's over. I 

must haw been delirious for a few ~eks there." 
He then gins up rvrry hoary excuse for Hollywood-generated violence 

you'vt rvrr heard, ending wilh: •My movies reflect what's going on; they 
don't make what's going on.· 

This is Hollywood's last line of defense for why it shows murder and 
mayhem on the big scrttn and the little om, ~n prime time and early in 
the morning, to children, adolescents, and adults: 

We don't cause violence, ~just repon it. 
Four yurs ago, 1 joined the legion of writers, researchers, and parents 

who ~ tried 10 force Hollywood to confront the more disturbing uuth. I 
wrote a series oC newspaper aniclcs on the massive body of evidence that 
establishes a direct cause-and-effect relationship between violence on tele­
vision and violence in society. 

The orchestrated response from the industry-a series of letters seeking 
to discredit me-was something to behold. 

Because the fact is, on 
the one issue over which 
they~ power, the liber­
als in Hollywood don't act 
like progressive thinkers; 
they act like, say, the 
National Rifle Association: 

Guns don"t kill people, 
people kill people. 

\Nt. don't cause violence in 
the world. wt just reflect it. 

Passing the buck 
in Tmseltown 

.IY MICHAIL IUtAINY 

for ,. .. ,. ,.o,,, Mlcltoef 1Cro111y 
......, • ~Mn c..t,.,,,, ........ .,,.,, .......... ,., .... c""'"' ,.,,..,, ....,., •ltd ,,,.,.,,,,., 
retpect fw a1llen. IClwsny left ltl• 
commerclol ,,.,,..,,. to 1110•• to 
~ ..... "' ,..,.._., '"J..,,., 
... "'-""' .,,."",. from ~ 
111orclol rotllo •• 11111•ollc of tit• .....,trend .................. °"" Clftlr.....,, ...., ..., ,,..,,. """'le trult ond 

N1pon1•...., 
Mother Jones COlfWft......., Ktwn)' .... ,.,.,.. 

tit• treltd ....,... ...... fHlrtlculorfJ ......... . 
'9nce, Ill dte ......... ,,...,., ,,.._.,. flllllt ond TY 
pNducen, dlrecton. end writers dOlm tltat ...., 
-nt eo CNOle ..,., of ortlltlc ond toclol ....... 
,.c too _,..,. whet .. _nd our dllldren-tee II .,,,, ""'°" ond,.,.. How""' .......... .,.. Am .,_.._ wtllt.,.. wt ID IOdlty flf ....... IUdl ..,.In, Anti .. whot utllftt .............. ... 
... , ........ for .... l'llf*'CUlllolt• ., ....,, ~ 
........ •nd ,......,.,. ,,,..,,,,., ICralny ~ • ,_, 
..,.,.. ,., ....., .. J .,telL 

BRIAN GlllAZEll, llon Howard .. partner, hu 
produced more than twenty movies. '"Molt of 
..., mm1 .._. boon 1WHt-1Pirtt.c1: ~ 
Sftloda. My Glrf. I'm proud of them. Othon I'm 
not so proud of. I learned a bis le11on with 
IQ ... ..,.,. Cop. No .... objoctl9d to che wlolont 
CD11fluntlll:lon-. and there wu no pratll1m 
with It In our focul sro.s. Then I lhowlld It to 
In)'~ and .n of a IUCldon, ,..,._..,,, 
I put m, nand owr hh .,.._ I laww 111: thlll: point 
thlll: w.'d ..... a mlltalae. It ... too ... to cut 
che-. but I would cut It now. 

'"U.ually bad mowlot aren't hits. I don't He 

Freddy Krue1er (N111ttmore on Elm Street] 
movle1, and I wouldn't want mr kid• to 1ee 
them. I don't know "'h' people make 1Uch 
moriel. n.,· ... *It." 

908 SHAYE, cNef UKUtha omc.- '11 Nalw Line 
Cinema, II relpOnllble for the Nlflttn ... on Dn 
Street hon-or fllms. ""There" an almost untonk 
or dour humor to Fnclclr IClu9pr [che Dn SCreet 
klller), .. peclally to fantasy horror buth. °;he 
talel are Uleful and~ They~ thlll: 
9¥11 and '"vm are .,. 1where and th8C we need 
to be prepared. They're not Intended for klcll. 

.. We create a product. hop~ buy It or they 
don't. It pains my aesthetk judpnent, but I often 
feel a SoOcf rno'lle Is one that makes moM,r. My 
Interest Is In entertalnln1 people. The IClllen and 
Botmon? Too much for kick. I can draw In)' lines. 
Not everyone can." 

PHOTOGIAPH IT IYllAID WILLIA"' • MOTHll JONIS. IULt'IAUGUIT .. ,, 



SAM HAHM shares 1creenwrltln1 credit fo~·-·· 
8cnmon and 8cnmon "-cums. .. It wu probably a 
bad Idea to aclte small children to '" IJotmon 
R.cums. The tie-In to McDonald's wu the Idea 
ofrnart.dnspeople. 

.. llut I'm ambivalent about all of this. I can 
.........., Mins scared .. a kid • horror tums 
and •ulaplns a cr8¥fns for dlllt IDl"t of thins. 
.. ut that'• what may form lma1lnatlon In a 
acron1 way and that's what c...-.. narrathe 
and Inner llfe. It teaches you to look for stufl' 
...... not ... In the art'°" *"°'._..on. . 

.... m not .,..,.n1 to Upole kids to ,,.., IM 
11th mcwle1 or porno, but I fHI there's too 
much autlon about what kids .... Ge •ltaidl4 
toward the fortllddan It a wal part of pow· ....... 

.... m ...... of ltlmuladon and llffKt, wary 
of .. ·Id • of...,_. .. up•fence 1M 111J own. 
I knew u a kid wery clearly th• distinction 
.............. 9'olence and cartoon or fUm .. 
IMce. rm waldnt for the..,.._ oflhoM dKt· 
eclllJwhatdWJ .. toP.ttidaoacq;" 

VIVIENNE VEllDON·llOE di· 
rected the documentary fllm 
Wonaen '•' Anaerlco. for 'Tiie 
""'*'- ... can't IO to molt popu­
lar mowle1 without checldn1 
them out with friend• first, 
... cause I can't physically 1lt 
.......... [wlolent ones]. "' ....., 
wlll not allow It. People really 
ouaht to think about the .tfects. 

I 

·~ 

Ther mar not faint Him I do. 1M ....,.,. ...... 
delonlltlzod to Ylolenco, and It ~ to 
the IOClal wlolance of pnp and the Illa. 

•lt'l lallCI......, dlfncult when there are IO Ill'# 
.............. "''°to moftel becw there's 
Gftan nodllns .... for them to do, and If they 
are .......... or bed mcMes. no one In IOdecy 
.......... ..,...IO. 

.... m not an Insider. I'm not ltvln1 down there. 
9ut I know eftOUlh. It's all monep. hlrJthlns'I 
,,....., lt'I hon1ble." 

RICHARD DONNER di· 
rected th• Lethal 
Weapon mowle1, s.,,,.,.,. 
....... The Omen. and The 
Goonrea. amon1 othen. 
.. ., people .. ~ 
wlolence In any of the 
Letltol W..,., mcwies, I 
wonder If they'•• •••n 

the same rncMe. It's entertainment. That's lllJ 
ebllption. I brousht social luues Into the L.edtol 
Mctpon mcMe1, Dice when Danny Glovv's family 
comes down on him for eatln1 tuna, or the 
'Stamp out the NRA' 1l1n up In the LA polke 
station. In the lut one the dau1hter wean a 
pro-choke T-shirt. 

"You'w tot to prow [a connection between 
fllm violence and real violence] to me. HOYies 
do pPO¥Olce. I won't do 1ratultous or animal Yio· 
lence. We went a little too far In the first l..etltaf 
Weapon, but I wanted to move more a~er that 

MOfNI& fOHU. JULT'IAUCIJSf fftJ 0 11.LU'STllATIONS IT IAllT ILITf 

... 
warpecl 

THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS INTO THE EFFECTS OF lEl.EVISION VIOLENCE 
took place in 1954. Although television was still relatively~ ils exmor· 
dinary marketing power was already evident. The tube was teaching 
Americans what -to buy and how to act, not only in achm.iscmaus, bul in 
dramatic shows, too . 

· Everybody from Hollywood producers to Madison Avenue ad 1 

would boast about this ~r-and seek to utilize it on dual mcks: to 
make money and to remake society along better lines. . 

Because it ·seemed ludicrous to assen that thae was only one ua-tbe 
depiction of violence-when tekvision did not influence behavior, the 
te~n industry came up With this theory: Wau:hing violCntt is adw­
tic. A violent person might be sated by watching a murder. 

The notion intrigued social scienlists, and by 1956 they wert studying b 
in earnest. Unfomma~ watching violence turned out to be anydUng but 
cathanic . 

In the 1956 ~ one dozen blr-yur-olds watched a -v.oody \\bod­
pecker" canoon that was full ol violem imlgies. "MM other prac:hoolm 
watched •Little Red Hen,· a peaceful canoon. Tl)cn the cbildrm 'Mft 

~. The childttn who watched. •Woody Woodpecker" nre : 
likdy lO bir ocMr children, \'Ubally accost their dasS!N!tCS, braJc IO)'S, be 
disruptive, and engage in desuuctM behavior during &u pla)l 

For the next thirty )Ul'S, raearchm In all walks al the social ~ 
studied the question of whether tekvision causes violence. Tht rauhs 
haw been stunningly conclusivt. 

•Then is more published research on this topic than on almost any 
other social iss\X ol our time,· UnMrsUy oC Kansas Prolessar Aletha C. 
Huston, chairwoman of the American Psychological Assodatioali Task 
foortt on '&ltvision and Socier)C told Congress In 1988. •Vinually all tndr­
pendent scholars agree that th£tt is evidence that television can 
aggressive behavior." 

There haV't been some thrtt thousand studies al this issue--ctghi. ..ftw ol 
them major research dbts-and they all say the same thing. Of lhe dghty-­
fiw major studies, the only one that failed to find a causal relationship 
between television violence and .aual violence was paid for by NBC. When 
tht Rudy was subsequently reviewai by lhrtt indepmdm social sdemias, 
all thrtt concluded that it actually did demonsm1t a causal rdllionsbip. 

Some highlights from the history or TV violence research: 
• In 1973, when a UJWn in mountainous watern Canada was wiftd for 

television signals, University of British Columbia researchers ~ 
fu-st· and seco.-id-gnidcrs. Within two yurs, the incidence ol bitting. bit­
ing, and shoving increased 160 percent In those classes. 

• Two Chiago doctors, Leonard Eron and Rowell Huesmann. follaMd 
the viewing habits or a group of childttn b 11ftnty-two yurs. They band 
that watching violence on television is the single best predictor of Yk>lem 
or aggressivt behavior later in life, ahead of such commonly accepted fac­
tors as pareN.S' behavior, ~ and l"lltt. 

•Y£1evision violence effects youngsters ol all ages, al both genders, at all 
socioeconomic lnels and all ~ ol inlelligmcc.• they rold CoDg!US in 
1992. •The effect is not lirni1ed to children who are already disJ . lO 

being aggrcssiw and is not restricled to this countt)t· 
• fascinated by an explosion or murder ntes in the United States and 

Canada that began in 1955, after a generation of Nonh Americans · 
come of age on television violence, University of Washington Professor 
Brandon Centerwall decided to sec if the same phenomenon could bt 
observed in South Africa, where the Afrikaner-de ·nated regime - -
banned television until 1975. 

He found that eight yurs after TV was introduced-showing mostly Hol· 
lywood-produccd fare-South Africa's munier rate skyrocketed. His most 
telling finding was that tm crime rate increased first in the white Communi· 
ties. This minors U.S. crime statistics in the 1950s and especially points the 
finger at television, btcau~ whites ~re the first to get it in both counuies. 
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Bolder than most researchers. Cen­
terwall argues 0.dy lhat wuhout vio­
lent television programming. there 

. might ~ as many as ten thousand 
fewer murders in the United States 
each year. 

• In 1983, Universiry of California. 
San Diego. researcher David P. 
Phillips WIUUed to see if there was a 
correlation betwttn televised boxing 
matches and violence in the sttttts of 
America. 

Looking at aime ntes after every 
televised heavyweight championship 
fight from 1973 to 1978, Phillips 
round that the homicide nte in the 
United States rose by an ~ or 11 
percent br approximately one Wttk. 
Phillips also found that the killers 
were likely to focus their aggression 
on victims similar to the losing faght­
er: if he was white, the incrnsed 
number of victims were mostly 

while. The ~ was true if the losing faghter was black. 
• In 1988, researchers Daniel G. Linz and Edward Donnerstein of the 

. University of Calilomia. Sama Barbara, and Steven Penrod o( the Universi­
ty of Wisconsin studied the effects on young men of horror movies and 
"slasher" films. 

They found that depictions of violence. not sex. are what desensitizes 
people. -

They divided male student~ into four groups. One group wat 'led no 
mo\i ies, a second watched nonviolent. X-rated movies. a third ""atched 
teenage sexual-innuendo movies. and a rounh watched the slasher mms 
Taas Chainsaw Manacrr, Friday tht JJrh Parr 2. Maniac, and Toolbox 
Murdtrs. 

All the yourag men were placed on a mock jury panel and asked a series 
or questions designed to measure their empathy for an alleged female rape 
victim. Those in the bunh group measured lowest in empathy for the spe­
cUIC victim in the experiment-and for rape victims in general. 

THE ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE IS OFTEN MORE COMPEU.ING THAN THE SCIENTtFIC 
studies. Ask any homicide cop from London to Los Angeles to Bangkok if 
television violence induces real-life violence and listen carefully to the cyn­
ical, knowing laugh. 

Ask David McCarthy, police chief in Greenfield, Massachusens. why 
nineteen-year-old Mark Branch killed himself after stabbing an eightccn­
yur-old female college student to death. When cops searched his room 
they found ninety horror movirs, as ~u as a machete and a goalie mask 
like those used by Jason. the grisly star of Friday the JJrh. 

Ask the families of thirty-five young men who commined suicide by 
playing Russian roulette after seeing the movie The Dttr Hunrer. 

Ask George Gavito. a lieutenant in the Cameron Counry, Texas, sherifT's 
depanmcnt, about a cull that sacrificed at least thineen people on a ranch 
wtst of Matamoros. Mexico. The suspects kept mentioning a 1986 movie, 
Tht Beliewrs, about rich families who engage in ritual sacrifice. "They talk 
about it like that had something to do with changing them." Gavito 
recalled later. 

Ask LAPD lieutenant Mike Melton about Angel Regino of Los Angeles. 
who was picked up after a series of robberies and a murder in which he 
wore a blue bandanna and fedora identical to those worn by Fredd}: the 
sadistic anti-hero of Nighcmarr on Elm Scrttc. In case anybody missed the 

toward a less real and more comic-book effect, 
despite the .,.._ ruction,.,_ had. 

.. Public trust comes Into nlmmakln1. The 
filmmaker Is ultlmatelr accountable. I can 
defend mr own wortc onir on personal paundt. 
If I'm a~ of anrthfns. I hope It's pod 
emotion and humor. c.n.or­
.... .. In the ndnp .,.cem. 
ltwortm."' 

CALLIE KHOURI won an 
Academr Award for her 
screenplar of Tltel1tte end 
Louise ... I i... a hard time 
with wlolenc:e Just to enter· 
taJn. but I bel .... It can be 
ftrJ effectlft In pttln1 a 
point &cNa. I l"9MIUd to It 
In mr fllm, but there WU a conscience to It. 
Thelma and LcUse Wt tt.., Md done IOIMthlns 
wron1, and there were bit con1equence1-
lndudlns paydlk ~ 

"'Outlaw "'°"'91 ..... ....,. been a mthanll 
for men, but dented to women. I - -ti wnel) 
fru1trated with the Olteral Interpretation of 
TMl1tt• end Louise. Doesn't anyone read ...,.. 
more or undentand metaphor? The fllm wu 
aipposed to be complex, without..., .......... 
and with flawed characters. I thoupt when 
LoulH shot that 1ur that there'd be dead 
allence In the theater. That m - wrttt.n 
careMlr. It - an an.mptied rape. and I want­
ed to ............... did Wl'Oftl· And ,. people 
cheet ed. I - atunnecll." 

LESLIE MOONVES 11 head of 
Lorimar ltudiol. abn called the 
fifth network, which produced 
the TV mone. ""jack the Ripper" 
and .. Deliberate ltran1er1" 
(about aerial lclller Ted Bundr). -
w.11 u ahowa elm Moom9a hu 
C1011 1ld1rmblr more pride In, IUCh 
u .. I'll Fir Awar" iand .. Home 
Front." .. I'd IOft to do another 
"Iii Fir ,_.,,. but the C1011pm11t1e 
boa1e1 won't let me. When '811 

.- burned with •alltr prosrammtns '811 set 

........,_,.. .... '811 need to IClck to the lhows 
that male rnone,. You know wlm the prolllem 
111 Network chan,.. Somebodr Hu am Paler 
(former chalnnan ol CBS] UMc1 to aar that he 
didn't care If he pt a hNlft ahare, because 
there - a publk trult and 90ClaJ NlpOlllllilitJ 
to put on an "I'll Fir ,_.,,., GE burs a netwoik. 
andJ911'Wpta........_...,.. 

.. Network pre1ldenu don't keep their jobs 
baaed on the number of Emmr awards. Let's 
face It: there Is more MnAdon and wtolel1ee be­
cau1e It work1. The movie of the week has 
become the killer of the week ltDr}t 

"Do we haft a responslblllty to our public? Of 
courie. I honestly don't know what to do about 
It. How's that for an answer?" 

JOE ESZTERHAS has written the scripts for 
such major HollJWOOd films u Becnrrol, ~ 

• "OTMll JOHii. JULTIAUGUIT IHI 



Edp, Balk lltltlnct,, and Slhler. His wortc hu been 
cridclud u sexist and homophobic ... I don't llke 
to be a Monday mornln1 quarterback on my 
own work." . 

DAWN STEEL became 
the ftnt woman CID head a 
major 1tudlo when 1he 
wa1 made pre1ldent of 
Columbfa Picture• In 
IH7. Durln1 her career, 
she hu worbcl on IUCh 
ftl1111 u Top Gun. a...rfy 
Hiii• Cop II, C.-ltln ., 
Wer, Wiien Herry Met 

Sell' Md &..-Ir wr.o' ..,,.. She now ,... her 
.... pi'Oducdon companJ. .. I .... ...,. ,.,,. .....,. 
..... a nwwle In lllld tute or with uaah9 vio­
lence. .. for profit. ,.,,. had to maim mowles 
not frmn lllJ IOUI. If I want to maim a flm for 
pullon. I ha'le to ...... It for .... ........,. 

-.•m more cynkal about the wlolence In LA 
than about Ylolence In our 1Mnlne11. lt'I Un• 
........ 1 • .......,. ....... Nflect the culture 
or Ylce ftrlL I monitor my kid's moYies and 
won't let her ... wt.t's not approprtMa for her. 
There's no way you can censor any rnowle In this 
countrr that'I beln1 made. That'I our Flnt 
Amendment." 

MATT GROENING 11 cre­
ator and encutlYe -pro· 
ducer fll the TV hit ""The 
llmplonL" "Anrdme you 
Yl1uallae 10methln1, lt'I 
dlfncult not to slortfy It. 
herJ Mtiwar fllm .. pro­
war, becauH lb Ylolence 
11 ltjllud and an -.llenc.e 
can be rernOYed from It 
and enjoy It. Styll1tlcally, Ylolence 11 almost 
lnWllrtably alorff'ied, ....,. when you h&¥e an anti· 
Ylolerlt point ., view. Look at Plcrtoon. Violence It 
lnWllrtably UMd In mowies and TV u punCtuation, 
and It doe1 have a numbln1 effect on people 
abradme. 

.. Molt TI( most mowiel, really, are len perni­
cious than c.dlou1 and borln1. What's bad for 
kids 11 bad ltlDrJtelllna. Tell betUlr ltOrlel." 

~\ BARRY DILLER. ex-chief 
/. ·. · e•ecutlH officer and 
- ;.-::. · chalnnan of Fox and Matt 

~ ~ Groenln1'1 former bo11, 
now heads QVC Networtc. 

1' He couldn't di..,,... more 
J..._~ J. with Groenln1 about tete-
~ ~, Ylllon's belna mostly bad. 

.. I can't lma1lne why he 
would say that. Pound for 

pound, the hour and half-hour television series 
are wry pod. There's a lot of junk, but much 
more In the movie business, the record busi­
ness, even le1ltimate theater. It's snobbery to 
call a show llke 'Roseanne' lowbrow or YUl1ar. 
llt's funny and lntere1tln1 and hu a pod moral 
Yalue and tone. 

"OTHll JOJriiiU. JUL Y1AUCiUST lttJ • 

warped 

significance of his disguise. Regino told his victims that they would never 
forget him, because he was another Freddy Krueger. 

Ask Britain Home Secretary Douglas Hurci. who called b funhtr rauic· 
tions on U.S.·produced films after Michael Ryan of Hungerbd cammincd 
Britaini worst mass murder in imiwion of Rambo. massacring sixteen 
pie while wuring a U.S. combat jacbt and a bandoleer ol ammunition. 

Ask Sergeant john O'Malley ol the New "brk Police Depanmmt about a 
nine-yur-old boy who sprayed a Bronx ofl"lce building with gunfire. The 
boy explained to the astonished sageant bow he learned ao load bis Uz~ 
like f'irurm: "I watch a lot ol TY.' . 

Or ask Manteca, California, police detectiw jd( Boyd about thinecn­
yur-old Juan Valdez, who. with another teenager, Mm ao a man~ bomt. 
kicked him, subbed him, beat him with a ftreplace poka, and Ihm choked 
him to death with a dog chain. 

Why. Boyd wanted to know, had the boys poured salt ln the vlcl 
wounds? 

"Oh, I don't ~- the )'OUlh replied with a shrug. "I just seen ll an TY.' 

NUMEROUS GROUPS HAVE CALLED, OVER THE YEAIS, FOR CURBING ta N 

vlokncc: the National Commission on the Causes and PreYa1lion of Vao­
lmtt (1969), the US. Surgeon General (1972), the Canlldian Royal (anmjs­

sion (1976). the National lnstinne of Mental Heahh (1982), the US. /tlJJ1ml:y 
General's Task Force on Family Violence (1984), the National PamRS 'i::Kh­
ers Association (1987), and the American IPsychological Assodalion (1992). 

During that time, cable television and movie rentals havt mldc vtokntt 
more readily available whik at the same ti.me pushing the CIMlope for art­
work T'V. But tveil leaving aside cable and movie rentals, a RUdy ol Wevi· 
sion programming from 1967 to 1989 showed only small ups and s 
in violence. with the violent acts moving from one lime slot to another bw 
the overall violence rate remaina'. ig pretty acady-and pretty similar &om 
network to nctWOrk. 

"The percent or prime-time programs using violence remains more 
seven out or ten. as it has been for the entire ~nty-rwo-yur period,". 
researchers George Gcrbner or the Univasity of Pennsylvania ~ 
School for Communication and Nancy Signorielli of the University of 
Delaware wrote in 1990. For the past twenty-two years. they found. .tults 
and children have been entenained by about sixteen vtoleru acts, lncluding 
two murders. in each evening~ prime-time programming. 

They also discomul that the rate or violence in children~ programs is 
three times the rate in prime-time shows. By the age of eighteen, the llYCI'· 

age American child has witnessed at least eighteen thousand simulated 
murders on television . 

By 1989, network cxecuti\ti "Hrt arguing that &heir violence was pan of 
a larger coruext in which bad guys get their just desserts. 

"We have never put any faith in mechanical measurements, such as 
counting punches or gunsh0ts," said NBQ Alan Gerson. ~ion and con­
flict must be evaluated within each specific dramatic context.• 

"Our policy." added Alfred R. Schneider or ABC, • ... makes clear that 
when violenc;e is portrayed Ion TV), ll must be reasonably rdated to plot 
development and character delineation." . 

or course, what early-childhood cxpens could tell these C2Clll~ is 
that children between tht ages or four and 5e\'en simply ~ no c:onncc­
tion between the murder at the beginning of a half-hour show and the 
led away in handcuffs at the end. In fact, psychologists know that wry 
young children do not even understand death to be a permanent condilion. 

But all of the scientific studies and repons, all of the wisdom of cops 
grief of parents have run up against Congress's quite proper fear or censor­
ship. For years. Democratic Congressman Peter Rodino of New jersey · 

' chaired the House Judiciar)' Committee and looked at calls for some bm 
' of censorship with a jaundiced eye. At a hearing five years ago. 8odino told 
witnesses that Congress must be a "protector of commerce." · 



"Well. we have children that we need to protect.ft replied Frank M. 
· Palumbo. a pediatrician at Georgetown University Hospital and a consul­
tant to the American Academy of Pediatrics. "What we have here is a toxic 
substance in the environment that is harmful to children.· 

Arnold Fqe of the national PlA lddcd, "Clearl~ this commiltee would not 
protect teachers who taUght violence to childttn. ~t why would wt c:ondonr 
children being exposed to a steady dirt of TV violentt year after )Ul?" 

Finally there is a reason to hope for progress. 
Early this summer, Massachusetts Democrat Edward Markey. chair of 

the House Energy and Commerce subcommittee on ttlccommunications, 
said that Congress may require manufacturers to build TV sets with a 
computer chip so that parents could block violent programs froll) lhosc 
their c:hildrcn could select. 

He joins the 6ghl waged by Senator Paul Simon, a liberal Democrat from 
lllinois. Nine ~ ago, Simon flipped on a hotel television set hoping to 
catch the late· news. "lnslead; hr has recalled many times, "I saw a man 
being sawed in half with a chainsaw, in living color.· 

Simon was unsettled by the image and even more unsettled when he 
wondered what repeatedly looking at such images would do to the mind of 
a louneen-year-old. 

When he found out. he called television executives, who told him that 
Yiolmce sells and that they would be at a competiti~ disadvanuge if they 
Ktai responsibly. 

Why not get together and .dopt voluntary guidelines? Simon asked. 
Oh, that would be a violation of antitrust law, they assured him. 
Simon called their bluff in 1990 by pushing through Congress a law that 

al~d a thrtt-year moratorium on antitrust considerations so that the 
industry could discuss ways to jointly reduce violence. 

Halfway through that time, however, they had done nothing. and an 
angry Simon denounced the industry on the Senate Door. With a push 
from some prominent industry figures, a conference was set for this 
August 2 in Los Angeles. (See action card between pages 16 and 17.) · 

This spring. CBS broadcast group president Howard Stringer said his 
network was looking for ways to cut back on violence in its entertainment, 
because he was troubled by the cost to society of continuing business-as­
usual. 

-we must admit we have a responsibility; he said. 
jack Valenti, the powerful head of the Motion Picture Association of 

America, wrote to prociucers urging them to panicipate in the August 2 
conference. ·1 think it's more than a bunch of talk; Simon said. ·1 think 
this conference will produce some results. l think the industry will adopt 
some standards.· 

The federal government, of course. possesses the power to regulate the 
airwaves through tht FCC, and Simon and others believe that this latent 
power to control violence-never used-has put the fear of God in the 
producers. He also thinks some of them arc staning to feel guilty. 

•VJc now have more people in jail and prison per capita than any coun­
uy that keeps records, including South Africa," Simon says. •We'vt spent 
billions putting people behind bars, and it's had no dfect on the crime rate. 
None. People realize there have to be other answers, and as they've looked 
around, they have settled on television as one of them.· 

Maybe Simon is right. Maybe Hollywood executives will get together 
and makt a difference. 

Or maybe, like Steve Manin's character in Grand Canyon, producers and 
directors from New York to Beverly Hills will wake up after Simon's 
antitrUSl exemption expires December 1, shake off the effects of their holi· 
day hangovers, and when asked about their new commitment to responsi­
ble filmmaking. answer: 

•What' Oh that. Fuck that. That's over. We must have been delirious for 
a few weeks there.~ o 

Carl M. Cannon is 1ht Whilt Hou.st corrtsponden1for1ht Baltimore Sun. 

"TV mo.lea are crummy. 'Hard Copy' Is a 
IJtns, · thlewtns. lowlife prasram ol hideous, cyni­
cal purpose. It's not uerious telnl1lon. There 
are onl1 a f9w tablold lhowa, but c:he)' tpUk 
loudl)'. 

... ~le pau look.~ end )'DU ....... 

11 reflected on teleYlslon In tenftl of Ylolent 
action. Abla•~ [thore II too much vlolel11ee]. 
9ut ww can be thauptlUI end .............. and 
eta.,.. Chat, rMuce It. I thklk planl oww die mt 
... ,..,.. wll help. ......... Slmon'I ...,. with 
.... MtWDrtD wlll Mlp." 

PHILIP KAUFMAN co• 
wrote and directed T•• 
.......... n.. ..,,.. ...... 
ll11tt11e11 of 8el111, and 
Henry and June, end .... 
and directed n. ,.,,,., 
Stuff. '"There 11 a fascist 
.... toalotollhe.._a 
W. .... I'm In.._. olpulh­
... the • 1lape. lluc ,.,._. 
pau pulh le In ••••a or aoddlon JDU tmt .. 
Nc:.17 ..-... lt't ..... to a- an ll ndna If yau 
............... Ke, --- ........... board 
11 a.,...e, COBMrwatfve and ombracel wlolonce ...... .... " 
JOSH MAND, a1ont with hh partner, hu pro­
tklcied the TV hits "le. 1111 ....,. .. and '"Nanh-
wn Expoeura." '"If IOIMthlna a.ca• hlth ....... 
say. 'The AnrJ fllher Ito..··' then ~ 
par more iftOMJ' ~ did '"• natwarb a-. 
the audience far It, or do they pander to what 
the audience wanted? .. It -... .. pollute the 
ernodolialand~~ 

'"Now theN .......... [that lhaiw] that -= 
lent lm.,.1 don't affoct poople, fu1t u the 
tobacco lndultr)' hu ltuclles lhowtns that dp­
rette lmOldnt doesn't auM cancer. And the)' 
... the Flnt Anl9lldrnallt ID ..... their rt,htl 
and S- lntD thll ltUllJ"""' that .....,. ..... the 
whc · '. thins becomo11 a wuh, a miasma of 
moral mud. But I think that there la ...._., 
no quesdon that the profusion of thole ldndl ol 
llMpl hu a ...,.n. effect., not only on chil­
dren but Oil human belnp In ........ 

"But replatlonl are danpl'DUI, pardcularl)' 
when dealln1 with the free..,.,...,.. of ldus. I 
do beliewi that .... ol thole ............. pol­
llutantl, but theN Isn't one thins )'DU can do. A 
panacea doeln't llldlt... . 

Althoup ....... mar be no panacu, .. mult 
ltlll look for IOlutlonL How would )'DU ...otve 
the conflict between ucealw Ylolence "' -n&er· 
calnment and the pi otectlons paranteed under 
the First An19111dmentl · 

V., •• e to Motlter Jones, 166J Mission St., 2nd 
Floor, San Francisco, CA t410J. Or fax us at 
(415) 16J0 SIJ6. 

Mlchoel l<rosn)' 11 currenll)' cite hose of Son 
lrondsco radio rtoclon KQED., •Forum,• o ..... 
doy Colle show. Prlsclllo Yamin of Mother Jones 
ond Koren Door contributed ~seorclt Co tltese 
lnteryiewl. 0 
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CONTACT: David Carle 
Christopher Rl 
202-224-7115 
202-224-7023 

U.S. SENA TOR 

'Big Three' Television Networks 
Agree on Joint 1V Violence -Stanclmds 

Under Slrnon'• 1V Violence Act 

ILLINOIS 

In a breakthrough for movement toward Industry-wide etrons tO reduce vlollnce 
on television. U.S. Sen. Paul Simon. D-111., Frtd8y mnuad Dec. 11 that ABC. CBS 
and NBC have 9Nd to joint standards on enten.lnmlnt 1V vlollnce thlt w111 guide 
programning °" .. netwartcs. . 

- 1he "8lWOl1ca lrMDd the anlllrult emmpllan ., lw two-yw-dd 1-..1an 
VIOl8nce Ad to clnlft Md Implement the atlndlrdl. YllHct1 cnw upon It'* llPll• 

. mdltil ag gutdellrm. The TeleYlllon Vblenol Ad. 8Ulhcnd tr/ a1as. .._ the 
tlllevlllon lndUltry from anlltrult lmlts to 9low ~ .-_,.,,""'"' tD .-. blldc 
c:feplctions or v1o1enoe In erurtalnment programs, thraugh dlvllopl'Mnt of canmcn 
atandards. The law CCMl'I broadcute1"11 the cable hlJltry nS thol8 who produpe 
lV programs. Simon c:ftes the 9Dverwhelmlng" body or wdi lmt lt>OWS ~ .... 
violence on TV harms chlldren 9nd conlrlbutel to Nll-lfe vtollra In IOCilty. 

Simon also annOL11Ced that thl ttne "8lWOl1ca .m cor'Mfll .,.. hdullr)'-wlde 
conference on 1V violence an Loi Angells nut ,_. ID cf&ICI• further ltlpe, 8nd that 
Jack Valenti, president of the Motion Picture Auocldon of Anwlcl. tm .agrwed to 
participate. The networks uy their joint atandlrda are WI lllllmpt 'ID bruk tl'il 
stalemate• over lndUS1ry use of the Simon lllwl before lhl clock MW out on the 
antitrust exemption In December. 1893. 

-



Preface 

STAND!\RDS FOR TH£ OEPJCTIQN or VIOLENCE 
IN TELEVISION PROGRAz.;S 

ISSUED BY ABC, CBS and Nae:· 
DECEMBER 1992 

The f ollowin; Standard• for th• Depiction of Violence 1n 
Televiaion Pro;ru• are iaaaed jointly by the ABC, CBS and HBC 
Televiaion Network• under the Antitruat ea .. ption granted by.the 
Televiaion Violence Act of 1110. 

Zach R•tvork ha1 long been CCllllU.ttad to preaenting 
teleTi•lon vlewr• with a laroad •pectra of entertainment and 
1nfo~at1on pro;r•-tng. lacb ••~rt aaintaina it.8 own extensive 
publiahed broadca•t 1t.andarda gcwernJ.ng acceptability of both 
pro;raa (including OD•air prmotion) and c~rc:ial aatarilLla. 

; 
tfhe•e D8V ~olnt etandarcll an conalltut trlt.b •cb of &he 
•etvark'. long-•tantU ng pnulltiag pollciel on Yiolw•. At the 
·- u.. e .. t fOft.h ill .... d8tailed ad apl.uatozy 
•n•r to f ~ npuJAmre t•lMd ..,,.r the pae•t •UDt 
poUcJ.ea. • adapU.ar ud .U.crllal91 to •'s1e jo!at 
ltudazda, Mela .. mart 1dll oattne CM tradl.U. of bdlvl.daal 
~J.w of •~lal, *1cb will w=-•1~te iade19'rle•t j11dp nu 
- • progr--bf-sarovr• lula • . 
'1'be •tudazda are 8Dt lntaM to tnljthlt the~ of psodacm, 
d1nc:ton or wr1tan or to 1.- t.be cnauw sc•••· fte7 an 
int•nd8d to proac:rU. tr•tai~ or acea•S.w ~ of 
violence. 

SWfPMPS Prig PIPIC:IQI pr YIM.QCI D m,mstQB !JSO(jlNSS 

Th••• written atandarda cannot conr evuy •lt11atlon and wt, 
therefore, be worded broadly. Jlonower, the ltandard9 n•t be 
conaid•red aga1.nlt ~ cnatlft contest, cbaracter and ton• of 
each individual Protr•• &ach ac:eM •hcNld be evaluated on 1t• 
own •rit• with clue couideration for 1t1 creatift 1ntevr1~. 

1) Conflict and atr1f• are th• e1aenc• of draaa and 
conflict often n1ulta in phya1cal or p1ycholo91cal 
Yiolence. However, all depiction• of violence ahould be 



2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

,, 

I) 

I) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

~-------------------
... 

relevant and necessary to the develcpmer.t of character, 
~r to the adv1nceaent .of theme or plot. 

Gratuitous or excessive depictions of violence, (or . 
redundant violence shown aolely for its.own sake), are 
not acceptable. 

Prograa• 1hould not depict violence as 9laaoroua; nor •• 
an acceptable solution to bwaan conflict. 

Depiction• of violence aay not be used to ahock or 
atiaulate ~· audience. · 

. Seen•• ahoving exce11ift tore, pain or physical 
· aufferin; are not acceptable. 

· 'l'h• intensity and frequency of the u11e of force, and 
other facton relating to th• auner of it• portrayal, 
ahould be •uared uder a at.andard of naaon&bl•n••• ao 
that tb• pmgraa, on th• nole, i• appro~iata for a 
hOIM •ievillg ...U•. · 
lc•n•• vh.l.cb •r M iutnctlw !a utan, e •I., wbJ.c:b 
depict. ill U iai.tele ""Mr, t.lae U• Of Umfal dnJ.oaa 
or wapou, dMorU. n·•nr uaJ:al• teelml.fpaa tor tbe 
c: t ••loa of crimH, or ei.a. mp1lc01• •tboda tor t:M 
eYUln of ~ or qpnlaualaa, aboald .lie noided. 
l1ailarl7, iapatna, ~ or~ af•US•r 
•ttaod.I of. iaflicUJaO pab or 1a'11ZJ an wcceptUle 1f 
•uilr capUl.• of ial~u.. . 
b&lJ.stic cl8pictiou of •1o1•nc• ahcnald a110 poruay, b 
h~ tem., ti. couet11ac•1 of that •iolnc• ~ 1~• 
•1etlal ud l~ pupei:.ra~. C&lln1ae11 or 
1Dd1f f enac• to nf f erlnt uperiucctd by •ic:tlal of 
·•iol•nc:• Uoald !le nolded. 

Sac:ept.1ona1 can n.1t lte taken 1n 1torie1 or acene1 
when childna m Yictiaa of, or are tlt.reatened J:Jy acta 
of •1ol•nc:• Cphfaical, psJChological or wrb&l). 

Th• portrqal of dan9ero111 beh&Tior which vould lnTi t.• 
1a1t.ation bf children, including portrayal• of the 1 
of weapons or 1mp1 ... nt1 readily acc•••ilal• t.o th11 
iapre11io~l• fZOUp, 1hould M aYOided. 

bal11Uc portr97al1 of •1o1enc• au W.11 •• 1c•n•a, 
iaa9•1 or ...at.• wb.icb are anduly fr19ht.enin9 or 
d11trea11n9 ~ children 1hCM1ld not. be 1neladecl 1n any 
pro9raa 1pec:1fically deaigned for that audience. 

Th• a•• of real aniaal1 1hall conf or11 to accepted 
at.and&rda of huaan• treatJMnt. fictionalised portr yal1 
of al:Naiv• treataent •hould be 1trictly limited to the 

-. ...... __________ ~ 



ll) 

14) 

15) 

. · 

legitimate requirements of plot development. 

Extreae caution aust be exerciaed in any themes, plots 
or acenes which aix aez and violence. Rape and other 
•exual ••••ult• are violent, not erotic, behavior. 

The •ch~dul1ng of any progr1U11, ·comaercial or promotional 
••ter1al, including thoae containing violent depictions, 
should ~k• into col'l81derat1on the nature of the 
program, it.a content and the likely composition of the 
intended audience. . 

Certain exceptions to the foregoing aay be acceptable, 
•• in the pre1ent.ation of aaterial vho•• overall theme 
1• cle&%ly and an••higuou1ly anti-violent. 

,,, . 
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Bullets will still Oy.1hlp 
wiU stiU kill. Fists will 
cnmch against noses­

~ alwa,,vs. But this fall. fi.. 
nally, parents eager to 
saeer kids a"'BY from such 
familiar if disqui~ im­
ages on broad~ tele\i­
sion \\ill get solne Jong. 
delayed help. 

Just ho"· much help 
rem&ins unclear. And just 
"·hy Hollywood decide.J 
that this was the time to 
lend a hand to parents is 
a question wonh asking. 
·still, a startling united 
front suddenly emerged 
last month with the an­
nouncement by ABC, 
~. NBC, and Fox that 
beginning next season, 
programs containing vio­
lent scenes will carry 
warning messages in the 
form of parental ad\·i· 
sories. 1'' violence won't 
go away, of course. any 
more than printing the 
Surgeon General's warn­
ing on every cigarette 
package stopped all smok· 
ing. But at least \iewers 
will be fort"\\·amed. 

And the networks will 

or 

For the first time, 
HoOywootl anJ 
Washington art 
joining.forces to 
limit the mdkss 
Bang! Pow! anJ 
Slash! of television 
fare. Question is: 
What weapons 
will they use? 

be off the hook Or \\ill By Neil Hickey 
they? The nt>w initiath·t> 

. " 

CIOcl<wise from upper lefr. 
Scenes from ·Sreptten K•no s 
Ir "Mi.raer in rhe ~artlancr. 
Ku"t; cu The Legena 
C()l'l~1nues ·To1a1 Re~a11·. 
FBI Tne Untold StOf•es 
- . "' u~.1.,.J:'iat 1es 1a::c\·:) 
a~:: ,.,.,. HO::Je- ;:e.,:e·1 

requirt>d an unusual degrtt of roopt>ra­
tion among the competing broackasters. 
a unanimity forged by tht>ar murual 
recognition that T\' ,·iolenrr does 111-

dt>t>cJ ha,·e ill eff t>rts. and b\' a shart>cl 
nt>t>d to do somt>thing in the fart> of 

mounting rritir1s111 and possiblt> Con­
grt>Ssional legislation. 

How sm'C't>ssfuJI~· the collaborators 
dt>fused tht· \iolenrf' issue will bt> seen 
:\ui? 2 wht>n a ·summil ronft>renrf'· on 
n \iOlf'll('t• ronwnt>s. in Los An~t>les. • 

ll •.I 11•1: II I.I I'. I'". 
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Tiu• mass nw<'tinJ? will drnw toJ!c•tlwr II clow11 th«'ir throah.- hE' thtmdt>rE'cl. 
mon· than .JOO hroa1kas1 mul c·ahlt> offi- Al lll'ari1igs a f<'w Wf'E'ks earli<>r. R<'p. 
dais. program maKns. le~islarors. aca- ~larkp~· dE"<'lared himsE>lf "discoura1?e<l-
demkians. and members of watchdo~ that n· 1lf'Oplt- had gh·en on~· lip st-nice 
groups. who wilf examine all thf' op- to the Tele\ision \'iolenc-e Act of 1990. 
t ions for reducing violenrP. and ask whirh paYed thP way for thP networks to 
some tough questions about the n·Pt· creatP some tough new guidelines. ln­
works' announcement. stead. ht> complained. "another !\fay 

Still. ifs "the dawning of a nPw era: sweeps finds us mired in murder ancf 
and a wonderful first step. according to mayhem ... Clearly. ltarkey said. the in­
Rep. Edward Markey {D-Mass. ). Most dustry ·has not gotten the message." To 
Hollywood programmers, he points out. pro,·e it he cited a sn1d~· by the Center for 
now concur that \iolence in the media Media and Public- Affairs (commissioned 
helps cause real \iolenet>-and are eager by n· GrmE for a special issue on \io­
to cooperate in de\ising solutions .-------.. Jenee last Aug. 22) that 
to the problem. CBS president Cable mogul found more than 1800 
Howard Stringer told 1000 CBS 
station executh·es in a Ma~· speech Ted Turner 
that the medium should no longer 
"deny blindJ~· the realit)• of tele\i· delivered 
sion \iolenC'e .... Death stings. pain 
hurts. Joss de,·astates. fear terri­
fies .... Murder. e\·en fighting. is not 
pol tic or balletic. It is ugly and 

aforious 

attack on his 
cJwnsy. \'iolence is \ile." He won a ,,_ 
standing 0\'8tion from his fell ow co~agues. 
broadcasters. 

This new and welcome urge 
among TV people to reform has 
not happened spontaneously. Far 
from iL Leading up to the June 30 
announcement and the August 
conference has been an unprece­
dented string of hearings in both the 
Senate and the House of Representa­
ti\·es in which the indusuy has been jolt­
ed as lle'\'er before. A parade of witn~ 
es pummeled the medium for dragging 
its feet on dealing with violence. 

Dr. Leonard Eron, a psychology pro­
f essor at the Unh·ersity of Michigan, 
sounded a clarion C'8ll: 11Lad.ies and gen­
tlemen of the Senate: he said. "the time 
has come for you to act. The T\' indust~· 
has demonstrated ... that it cannot or ¥.ill 
not regulate itself ... Cable mogul Tt>d 
Tumer dPliYPred a furious attack on his 
broacfrast colleai?Ues. Con~ress shoulcf 
forl?e a strict standard on \iolenc·e for 
l>roackasters anci. if they rPsist. ·ram 

I 

.. J .,, 
liolent acts during one 18-bour period of 
telt'\ision. . 

The floodgates were open. ViolenCt' 
was suddenly the hottest subject in tele­
\ision. Lawmakers and public. officials of 
e\·ery stripe began checking in 1''ith 
schemes to bring the telt'\1sion indust~' 
to ht>el once and for all: Sen. Kent Con­
rad (0-~.D. ~f'S<.'ribing May as "one of 
the bloodiest months in 1\" histo~··-an­
nounced a nationY.ide petition <hfre calJ. 
inf,? for a ,·iolence ratings system for 
prime-time 1 \". c-hilrlren·s programs. ancf 
mo\·ies. ThE> expertE>cl lists of namE>s 
woulc1 he cfeli,·ere<I to the Au!?. 2 Los A.11-

I' 



J?t>lt's lllt>t>lin~. :\lastnmindiil~ the peli­
rum flnn•. l ·cmmd scud. would he a nPw-
1~· minrP<I l>0<ly callP<I rhe Cifizt-ns Task 
forrt' 01\ n· \'iolt>nct-. . 

SP1t B~·ron I.Jorian I lJ-~.D. l and Rep. 
Richanl Du1t>i11 1 D-lll.) introduced legis­
lation to require the FCC to publish 
qilarterl~· naports listing the ans of \io­
lence on primP-tune. ~turday morning. 
and cable programming. and the names 
of thP sponsors of those shows. 

tamt> a remedy. Others were concerned 
~auSE' children's canoons will not be 
labeled. Rep .. Markey said he still hopNI 
for a lock-out box that would let parents 
block channels and programs deemed 
too \iolent: Sen. Simon said. "We're not 
suggesting no \iolence ... we're suggest­
ing no glamo1iztllion of \iolence." ~et­
works wonied that adn~11isers will not 
sponsor shows-e,·en worthy ones­
that contain the disclaimer. Tiu• Xerr 

l'nderl~ing it all w~ -------­ York Time.s wrote off the advi­
sories as a .. mild slap." and said the gi·o\\ing comiction 

knee, says 
Gerbner, ''has 

the networks would still get away 
with murder. Still other critics 
wondered if a '\" label would only 
attract unsupenised children. 

new civil­
rights issue. n 

So the question remains: What 
is different this time from all pre­
'ious occasions when Co,ngress 
and the public were up in arms 
over media violenc;e, only to have 
promises made and then fade 
from \iew? •1t is different now," 
says George Gerbner, professor at 
The Annenberg School for Com­
munication at the University of 
Pennsylvania. .. It's like adding 
heat to a pot of water. For a Jong 
time it seems that nothing hap­

among lawmakers and regulators that 
the go,·enunent would indeed step in if 
the industry didn't police itself. At the 
FCC. acting chainnan James Quello said 
that Congress should gi\·e ~ agency au­
thority to regulate 1'' \iolence as •a nec­
essary next step.· And the person who 
has been at the forefront of the anti-\io­
lence moYement more than any other 
publiC" official. Sen. Paul Simon (D·lll. ). 
hintec1 that if the fall n· schedules didn't 
show authentic impro\·ement. ·wf"'re go­
ing to ha,·e to look at aJtematiYes. • 

Into that atmosph~re came tht> June 
JO four-network announcement on warn­
ing labels. Lawmakf'rs and aC"ti\ists werf' 
~t>nerall~· ple~f'd with that news. but 
somt' felt that tlw ad,·isont's were too 

pens, and then all of a sudden it 
starts to boil-and it boils over.• 

Media violence, he 18)'5, has become 
-ihe new dvil-rights 1$sue.· After ~ 
years of semi-donnancy," Gerbner says. 
the current interest by government and 
the public was sparked by last August's 
special issue ofT\' GtlDE, which bore the 
co,·er line. "Is T\' Violence Battering Our 
Kids?" and. he claims. "directly stimulat­
ed public debate and the current series 
of Congressional hearings." 

Whate,·er the source. it now seems 
possible that a good-faith effon by Holly­
wood and the networks exists-e,·en if 
forced-and that all parties may intend 
(for the first time in tele\ision's histo~·) 
to build on that foundation to help spare· 
children-and adults-t>xposure to the 
meaner fom1s of media mayhem. • 

.,., ' II ,1· II I\ ,- t•• I . 
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'V' fop Violence: Ten Talking Pa~ 
Ten questions we-and many of ow: 

readers-believe the Aug. 2 TV \i<>­
Jence summit must address: 
I. Parental adr:isories are n good 

step. but 1rltal all! tltPfr guidelines. 
and triU they be im(fmwrly appli«l? 

We need a full definition of T\' vi<>­
lenC'E'-31\)' act of aggression, or one de­
picted in graphic detail? What is .. ~ 
itous" violence? \\'hat is violence that 
"glamorizes"? Until nolll.', anonymous 
network '"standards and practices" pecr 
pie decided what's OK or not Should 
this p~ now be public. spelled out? 

2. Not all parents can superL'ise 
thei>' dildnm 's t•ifnring. What tecl1-
nology uists to Mlp pamits lock out 
programs labeled violent? 

Rep. Ed Markey's proposed chip in 
TV sets would let viewers "'lock out" 
programs labeled "'\"' for violent Might 
this lead to rigid labelin& programming. 
or viewing decisions-Roots luq>ed to­
gether with a patuitous lhoot-'em-up 
aeries? Are there other IOlutions in the 
oaing that give parents control more 
led>ly. with more inf'omdon? 

a. Wl&ot about mble? Some pay 
chamael.t lhmc violml movies, vncut, 
th4' may nm around the clock. 

We cable viewers don\ always dis­
tinguish between network. basic-able, 
or even pay-cable shows; we jmt flip 
arolllld with the remote. So do our kids, 
despite our best efl'orts. But we pay for 
premiwn cable: Should there be ~ 
of-day restrictions, or none at all? 

4. What about synd.iroted re11ms? 
In T\' GrmE's study last year, an in­

dependent station showing mostly re­
runs had the most \iolent O\'er-the-air 
shows. Should station managers take 
responsibility·? Should syndicators? 

5. H7mt about 1·iolnu·e on uationul 
11Pw.4i? Ou pr"iuu•-time magazinP.s? 011 

IO<'nl nP.U·sr.asts? On tabloid s/101t•s? 
At one extreme, showing war, crime, 

or dis&er is a necessary part of keep­
ing cimem infonned, young m·-old; at 
the other, "'nev•s" violence is presented 
as rowdy entertainmenL Who will spell 
out the difference? Should anyone by? 

6. Cartoons tt•t>re e.rempted from 
adr:isori~. Wliy? 

It may seem silly to those of us 
brought up on Tom & Jeny, but stud­
ies have sho\\n that "violent• cartoons 
can adversel.v atrect the very young. 

1. Hou· aboul the •mt of 'IV? Promos 
for t•ioleut shores and movies? Wl1at 
about musir t•ideos? ' · 

Again, T\' Gl'IDE;'s study showed 
these were conlributOrs to 1V violence. 

8. VCRs are in most of our homes 
today. Are the present "advisoria"ftn· 
movies~ to guide pamats in 
renling tapes for hmne 7V 11iewing? 

Parents often debate whether an R­
nted mm is a '1md R" er a "mft R, • or If 
a movie nded Pn-13 mum is lhemne 
• PG-13in um. Jr'IVislooklng to dean 
Mahame, llhould lhemovielm. too? •. u odvmilm boJlootl good 11\otDs 
labeled violent, toUl fewer good 8'loa 
be m.aM? Could this have a chillinl flf­
/ed on mntiuity and innomlion? 

Sure could. That's why we should 
think carefully about overly simple, 
black-and-white solutions. CBS chief 
Howard Stringer wamed-eelf-eerving­
ly but coJTectly-against turning a <\'BSt 
lll.11Steland" into a .. dull waeland. • 

10. Isn't t/1 1 :!timate questioH, 
"M1mt rou ,,.e. do about thefrighlening 
level qf 1:iole11ce in V.S. SOl'iet.y, mther 
limn ju.{jf ou T\'?" Should we take thiJ) 
moment in our nntio11al lffe to ask 1wt 
ml'rely 1l'lmf u·r <Ym tnkP Q/I T\~ but 
idwt we 0111 put Qll 11' tu uffi ruuilively 
l1Plp this rou.'ir? ~111e Editors 
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Good morning! 

Chairman Towns, Mr. Schlff1 and members of the Subcommittee on 

Human Resources and Intergovernmental Relatlons of the House 

Committee on Government Operations, 

I am Dr. Joycelyn Eldars'i your Surgeon Genarat I am a 

ped,atr!cian, a mother, a teacher and a citizen In a count!l'y and a 

city where violence hae raached epidemic proportions. 

You nave asked me here today to talk about "Violence as a PubUc 

HeaJth issue'', partlcr.J~arly the publtc health consequences of 

vioience, our efforts at prevenUon and the fmpllcatlona tor health 

care professlonals and lnst!tutlons. 

'Ne ordinarUy think of vloi"nee 11 a crime! and tt Is, but vlolence Is 

a puhllc heaJth prob;em because It kllls and Injures so many 

p6op!e, especiall·y our young people and our children. 

In 1987, there \Vere over 20,000 homicides and 31,000 suicides in 

th ts country. The nun!!bter of deaths caused by violence, which kllla 

over 5fli000 pera·one yearly ... that is 1 every 10 minutes and 137 

per day ... , is greater than deaths caused by AIDS ... over 30,000 

per year or 1 every 16 rr:,lnutes and 90 per day ... and greater than 

those caused by drunk drfv~ng .. .., nearly 18,000 persons per year or 

1 
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1 every 30 minute• and 49 per day. Rape Increased 21 percent 

from 1977 to 1984 and 20 percent or adult women have been 

physically abused at least once. 

Second, v~olance must be considered a publlc health problem 

P05 

b cause the crirrdnal Justice approach Is not enough; It treats the 

problem after It occurs! Our prisons are overcrowded, our courts 

are backlogged, our police are overworked, and, stlll, our streets 

are not aafe. We muat couple prevention with our crlmlnal Justice 

yatem of treatment. 

FinaUy~ v~olence Is a public haalth problem because It Is a problem 

to be solved and must not be considered a fact of llfe. Vlolenee Is 

pr ventable. It la a learned behavior. As your Surgeon General, I 

am about preventing problems before they happen. 

VIOLENCE HAS PUBLIC HEAL TH CONSEQUENCES 

In recent years, there have been extraordinary Increases In the 

rates of both homicide and suicide among our young people. 

Since the 1950's suicide ra.tea among our youth have almost 

quadrupled, and homic~de rates among young men- are 20 times as 

high as most other Industrialized countries - 40 times higher In 

young African American males. 
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A• these ratea have lncreaaed, the average age or both the 

perpetrators and the victims has tallen1 so today we have a 

problem of chlldren kllllng chlldren. 

P06 

o Today, In America, 14 children under the age of 19 wlll die In 

suicides, homicides or accldental shootings. Many more than 

that wlll be Injured. 

o Fifty-seven percent of all African American teenage maies 

who died In 1990 were kllled with guns. Thie 11 up from 48% 

of in 1988. 

Chlldren are kllllng children. 

To me, as your Su~~geon General, this Is totally unacceptable. if we 

are to have true security In health care reform, we must restore 

security In our homes, our schools, our streets and our nation. 

The costs to this country are too great to Ignore: 

o The cost or r~rearm Injuries alone to our health care system Is 

nearly $3 bllllon a year. 

o The total medical coat of all violence In the U.S. was $13.5 
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bllllon In 1992. 

o In the District of Columbia alone, the costs of crlmlnal 

vlolenc;e to hoapltala totalled $20.4 mllllon In 1989. 

P07 

o The vast rreajt.irlty • ., a.s,~-- of the hoepltal costs for treatment 

of firearm Injuries ;s :unrefmbursed care. 

In addition to the ~~nar~c~al coat, the e·motlonal and psychologlcal 

costs are enormous. 

What causes v!olence and what can we do to prevent It? Although 

many factors contrtbute to this epidemic, at It• root la poverty. 

Related to poverty ar·e ch1nglng tamlly structures, the pllght of our 

Inner-cities~ and the difflcultles In our schools. Other key factors 

ar the avaUabillty of alcohol, drugs, and firearms to our chHdren. 

Let me remind you that more children Uve In poverty today than In 

1970. In 1970, one In ·7 chlldren were poor; In 1990, one In five 

were llvlng below the poverty llne; In 1992, one In four were llvlng 

In poverty. One of two African American chlldren 18 poor. One out 

of three Hispanic children Is poor. Up to 90% of all Native 

American children !Ive In poverty. 

There 11re over 200 rniman firearms In this country, 87 mllllon hand 
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guns, and over 1 mllllon semi-automatic assault weapons. It la 

often easier tor our children to obtain a gun than It le to find a 

good friend, a good teac~1er, a good school or even a good 

minister. 

I have already testified before this Congress on the role the 

:? 0 8 

the media, the entire entertainment tnduatry, can play to addreas 

the problem. By airing "prosoclal11 programming, by helplng with 

publlc service announcements, by showing the emotlonal 

consequences of v~olence, I hope we can work together to turn this 

around. I look forward to the media's response. 

But, to me, more significant Is the violence chlldren see In their 

homea1 their communities, and on the streets. The· newscast la 

very rea.1 to them. Too many of our children witness fighting 

among their parents} and~ unfortunately, too many see one parent 

beat or murder anothet' parent. These acara laat a llfetlme. 

How do we prevent this tragic publlc health problem? 

1. We must keep the tools of vlolence out of the hands ot our 

children. I strongly support the passage or the Brady bill. In 

addition, I support the ban of semi-automatic assault weapons 

that serve no other purpose but to km In our society. 
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2. We must Incorporate vlolence prevention Into our school 

curricula. I am convinced that achool offer• ue the beet and 

easiest way to reach a.a many children as poeslble. 

3. We must educate our parents, beginning with prenatal 

elaaaea. 

4. We must otter- and support early childhood education classes 

Ilka Head Start. 

5. We must provide comprehensive health education lin all our 

schools, from kindergarten through high school. 

a. The final 1hot of prevention la labeled HOPE. We must 

develop programs to train young people and makl jobs 

available tor them. I am concerned that children today are 

not learning the skms they need to be employable and 

productive In today's work force. I am worried that 1 /4 of ail 

young African American males ages 20-29 are incarcerated, 

on probation or on parole, whlle only 1/5 are enrolled In 

higher education. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS 

You have asked me to address the lmpllcatlona of vlolence for 

6 



' 1 . 0 2 . 8 ·3 0 !6 : 5 g p !.·.-! p 1 0 

health care proteaalonals. I Join with my predecessor Surgeon 

General& In urging our colleagues to recognize violence as a public 

h alth threat ... and a pctenttak lmmedh1te threat to many of their 

patients. Let me add, when I talk about "health care profeaslonalsu~ 

I am talking In the broadest sense to include not physicians, but 

also school nursess socftal \VOrkera, paychologleta, mental health 

workers and even teachers. 

Health care prov:der1 can provide credlb~e Information to thttlr 

patl•nte by encouragi11g them to safety store guns where they pose 

less of a risk. Second, they can be afert to warning signs of 

vlolence In their patients and In the emergency room -- substance 

abuse, threats, Injuries from battering. 

CONCLUSION 

In closlng, I want to highllght what \V9 can do together. 

W must care enough to change our Concern to Commltmentr 

sharing our t~mes our talents, and our treasure. 

We must increase our own Awareness, and the awareness of every 

citizen, of the magnitude and cost of this epidemic ... and we must 

Advocate for change, and develop Action plane at every level to 

attack this problem. 
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We must Reach out to those In our community who may be at rlak; 

we must take responslblllty, and we must ose our reaourcee. 

And, tlnally, we must Educate our children and each other about 

vlolence and how to prevent It •• we must empower ourselves to 

make changes and t.hen go out and make them. To do anything 

else Is to alt back and watch our children die. 

As Surgeon Generai, I know that this Is a preventable problem and 

I wm be more than wllllng to lead this fight. Thank you. 

8 
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President William Jefferson Clinton 
Remarks at National Italian American Foundation Dinner 

Washington Bilton 
October 23, 1993 

Good evening. Thank you, Frank Stella ... Foundation 

President Guarini... Executive Director Rotondaro. . . Dinner 

Chairman LaFalce ... members of the Italian-American 

Congressional delegation ... and foundation members and 

friends. 

I want to thank my wife for her remarks tonight. She 

proved once again that she is a tough act to follow. 

Being here tonight brings back fond memories of one 

year ago. I was a candidate then, and I was honored to speak 

for the first time at the foundation's dinner. 
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NIAF has been an important leader in forging and 

growing our economic and cultural ties with Italy. Its good 

works are many ... from the scholarship and internship 

programs that are helping to cultivate a new generation of 

Italian-American genius ... to its undertakings to help 

Americans of every background. 

I'm honored to be in the presence of tonight's award 

winners ... each of whom embodies the continuing legacy of 

excellence that Italian Americans have given our great nation. 

Armed with little more than determination and quick 

mind and an accounting degree, Richard Grasso worked his 

way to the highest reaches of the financial world. 
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Phil Rizzutto, the greatest shortstop in Yankee history, 

who gave baseball fans some of their greatest thrills, and who 

taught all of us how to say "Holy Cow." 

And whether he's been the Penguin, or Jack the Bear or 

Louie DePalma... Danny De Vito has stolen almost at least as 

many scenes as Phil has stolen bases. I think they each hold a 

record. 

Matilda Cuomo -- a ceaseless defender of at-risk 

children, an advocate for all young people, and a great First 

Lady in her own right. 
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I see so many faces that I know well. I'm happy to say 

that many of the people who were here last year are back this 

year. But now, a lot of them are in my Administration. I can't 

mention all of them, but I'd like to acknowledge some of the 

Italian-Americans who are in key positions. 

Two of our first appointments at the Cabinet level were 

two of our most important ones ... because they are crucial to 

helping put America's financial house in order: Leon Panetta, 

Director of the Office of Management and Budget... and Dr. 

Laura D' Andrea Tyson, chair of the Council of Economic 

Advisers. 
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Andrew Cuomo is a proud son tonight because Matilda 

Cuomo is his mother; we're all proud of him at HUD, where 

he is Assistant Secretary for Planning and Development; 

Joseph Cicippio ... a patriot and an inspiration to us all ... is 

Deputy Administrator in the Agency for International 

Development. 

And during the summer, when we looked for a new 

director of the F-B-1. .. someone who would send the strongest 

signal possible about how serious we were about fighting 

crime ... we hit a gold mine. I found a man who combined a 

brilliant career at the F-B-1 with a tough record as a judge and 

prosecutor. 
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That man is Judge Louis Freeh ... the first American of 

Italian heritage to head the F-B-1. .. and I predict he will help 

us make important progress and he will be a great director for 

the bureau. 

We also have some new appointments. I am naming 

Geraldine Ferraro as a Permanent Member to the U-N 

Commission on Human Rights. And, in the very near future, 

when I formally call a White House Conference on Aging ... 

its Executive Director will be someone a few of you may 

know: Bob Blancato of the National Italian American 

Foundation. I know he'll make it a success. 
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We are all blessed by being part of a nation that has 

drawn great strength from our diversity; not a melting 

pot. .. but undiluted zest to be extracted and experienced by 

each of us with each other. The Italian contribution to this 

exchange has been enormous and spectacular, touching every 

facet of our lives. In the arts, in the sciences, in sports, and in 

our most patriotic and humanistic endeavors. 

And what I have shared each time I have visited with 

Italian Americans ... from south Philadelphia to the North End 

of Boston has stayed with me. It is strong feelings of family 

and community. 
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These are communities filled with the daughters and sons 

of great men and women who nourished their children's 

dreams with their own. And in these places there are always 

organizations like yours, dedicated to the transmission of our 

values and customs and habits of the heart from one 

generation to the next. It is the American way. 

As we all work to pass on to our children a more 

prosperous and dynamic life than we inherited from our 

parents, we work even harder to pass on the stability and 

security of our traditions. This is what keeps a dynamic 

society that is enduring great change from pulling itself apart. 
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But there is a growing sense in our country that the vital 

center of our civilization is being eroded, frayed, by forces as 

simple and troubling as the loss of civility, or tormenting as 

the barbarous upsurge of violence that is occurring in our city 

streets, and now, even in our rural areas. 

I don't know where it started, but I know this problem is 

malignant, and it will kill us unless we do something. 

Perhaps it started thirty years ago when we ignored 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who warned us of that the 

health of our society was jeopardized every time a single 

parent gave birth to a broken home. 
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Perhaps it started when "right thinking people" denied 

the ability of popular films and television to contribute to 

unacceptable behavior by our children. Perhaps it started 

when we were lulled into inaction by the naive belief that 

drug abuse happened to some other people's children but not 

our own. 

I don't know where it started, but that no longer matters 

to the 376 people who lost their lives in street violence this 

year in the District of Columbia. 
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It no longer matters to the children who saw the movie 

"The Program," and imitated actions of fictional characters 

who lay themselves down in the middle of a busy, darkened 

highway, only to find that reality can bring with it tragic 

results. 

It no longer matters to the people who are lost in the 

abyss of heroin or crack cocaine, to their children who are 

born with birth defects whose tremors will make your eyes 

well, or to their friends with whom they have shared needles 

and have now become infected with the virus that causes 

AIDS. 

11 



The explosion of crime and violence is changing the way 

our people live. It is making too many of our fellow 

Americans hesitant, often paralyzed, with fear at a time when 

we need our people to be bold. And children are dying, often 

at the hands of other children with guns. 

It has prompted the comer grocer to shut down because 

he feels threatened. It has made the shopper afraid to enter a 

parking garage at night. It has made children think twice 

about going to school because classmates have been shot 

there. It has made parents order their children inside in broad 

daylight because of gunfire. 
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Nothing we aspire to in our country can finaUy be 

achieved unless we do something about the children who are 

no longer capable of distinguishing right from wrong ... about 

the people who are strangely unaffected by the violence they 

do to others ... about the easy availability of guns ... or about the 

mindless temptation of drugs. 

That means insuring that our people feel safe where they 

live, where they play, work and go to school so we can all 

strive to achieve our full potential. 
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In some cases, it means organizing our outrage as 

citizens and as consumers and demanding change in a chorus 

more powerful than any law. In other cases, it means 

adopting the toughest, most comprehensive legal remedies 

permissible in a free society to push back against the criminal 

element. But in all cases, it means freeing ourselves from our 

posturing and our political slogans and working on these 

problems with unity and purpose. 
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I believe our society would be more civil, and our 

children would be more safe, if the movie and television 

industries raised their sights a little higher than their profit 

margins and began producing films and television programs 

with less violence and less sex, and more regard for the 

signals that parents want their children to receive. 

But I also believe our parents must renew their 

obligations to their children. They must spend less time 

watching television and more time doing their home work. 

We must chaperon them in their choices of movies. We have 

to exert more energy as parents, because the schools, the 

government and the police aren't responsible for our children; 

we are. 
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We must also ask the Congress to lay aside politics and 

pass our comprehensive anti-crime legislation. Our bill is 

based on a simple philosophy and carries an even simpler 

message: More cops, less guns. 

We ask Congress to honor the struggle of James and 

Sarah Brady by passing a 5-day waiting period for 

background checks before a person can purchase a handgun. 

We want to pass the Brady bill. 

We want to take assault weapons off the streets... and we 

want to take all guns out of the hands of teenagers. We want 

more police officers on the streets. 
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And, very importantly, we want to put more power in 

the hands of communities to protect themselves in partnership 

with the police. 

We are also re-charting the way we are fighting the use 

of illegal drugs ... increasing our focus on the hard-core 

user. . . who makes up the worst part of the drug problem and 

who fuels crime and violence and drives up our health care 

costs. 

Every year about 200-thousand convicted criminals enter 

jail or prison with drug problems. Right now, they're not 

required to receive drug treatment. 
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We will demand they be treated for their addictions, so 

when they're released, they won't be as likely to fall back into 

the same pattern of drug abuse and crime. 

With our program we'll reach out to the youths who can 

be saved from living a life of crime and being a burden to our 

society ... the ones who took a wrong turn in life. They'll be 

put in boot camps, where they'll learn skills and the kind of 

responsibility that can turn a life around. 
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Every time we feel the need to view strangers with 

suspicion ... or the need to bar our homes and cars against 

intrusion ... or we worry about the well-being of the child we 

sent off to grade school... we lose a little part of what 

America should mean. 

Some of these problems were decades in the making, and 

we know we won't solve them overnight. But within the 

adversity, I do see hope. 
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I believe the American people have decided, simply and 

finally, that they do not choose to live in fear any longer, and 

they are prepared to support men and women of both political 

parties who are prepared to reach beyond the slogans and the 

easy answers to support what works, to experiment with new 

ideas, and to take these problems on. 

I sense more maturity among people of both parties and 

all philosophies in dealing with the problems of the American 

family. Wherever I go in America, when I say "we are going 

to end welfare as we know it," everyone says back "it's 

time." 
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While some people in some regions shunned any elected 

official who proposed curtailing access to guns, now, even in 

the West and in places where the NRA is strong, good people 

are rising in indignation and saying "enough is enough." 

Something important is happening. To preserve our 

security -- to preserve our traditions, and our families, and 

our neighborhoods, and our homes -- people are finding the 

courage to change. People are recognizing how tightly linked 

the ideas of change and security have become in this world. 

And that understanding spells the birth of progress for· us all. 

### 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TV Violence: Hill May Not Wait 
For More Industry Action 

Sen. Paul Simon, D- grammers seem amenable 
Ill., a longtime de- to the watchdog group 
fender of free idea, but Hollywood writ-

speech rights, flipped on ers and producers are in-
his television in a hotel censed: They fear a re-
room in La Salle County viva! of the climate ot' 
after a long day on the censorship that envel-
campaign trail in 1984 oped the industry from 
and knew he had seen 1922 to 1945 when the 
enough: a person being Motion Picture Produc-
murdered with a chain ers and Distributors of 
saw. America, run by enter-

I t was a scene so tainment lawyer and for-
grisly and devoid of mer Postmaster General 
entertainment value that Will H. Hays, required a 
it drove the former news- "purity seal" on all pro-
paperman, upon his elec- ductions. 
tion, to take a lead role in For an industry accus-
reining in television vio- tomed to fending off at-
lence, even at the risk of tacks from the political 
being a liberal accused of right over depictions of 
advocating censorship. MAA1LvNGATES-0Av1s explicit sex on television. 

In 1990, President Studies show a link between TV violence and street violence_ Congress, it is all the more shocking 
George Bush signed into which may not be satisfied with recent industry measures, has struggled to Hollywood that liber­
law a provision Simon to address the problem without trampling First Amendment rights. als such as Simon would 
authored that gave the major broad- be asking them to relinquish control 
cast networks three years to take vol- over their product. 
untary steps to curb depictions of "We are opposed to any commis-
blood and gore on American television sion made of mortals who are going to 
:iCreens. In .June, Hollywood re- tell creative people what is right or 
sponded to that effort by promising to wrong," said Jack Valenti, president 
tone down TV violence and air new of the Motion Picture Association of 
advisories about programs unsuitable America. He denounced what he 
for children. called ''this gradual, slow, remorseless 

But judging by the fall lineup of intrusion by the government into the 
legislation introduced that would fur- content of television." 
ther curb violence on TV, Congress is But many outside Congress fear 
not about to let the industry off that worries Simon and others who are wary political momentum could force the 
easily. . of trampling First Amendment rights. issue to its extreme and lead to legisla-

Lawmakers eager to cast votes "The answer really rests with the tion so broad as to restrict TV con-
against violence will have plenty of industry," said Simon. Hollywood. he tent. 
opportunities to do so this fall, rang- said, "has to make a greater show of Because there is simply no political 
ing from one bill giving the Federal seriousness than has been shown up to constituency in Congress for violence 
Communications Commission (FCCl this point." on television, lawmakers are left with 
the power to define "violence" to an- Simon does not want legislation little reason to vote against any bill 
other requiring television sets to in- and has hinted that he would oppose that purports to curb it. Martin D. 
elude a computer chip that would al- bills that go too far. Instead. he wants Franks, Washington vice president for 
low viewers to block objectionable TV the industry to take voluntary steps, CBS Inc., said he harbors an ''apoca-
shows. including setting up a citizens' group lyptic" fear that lawmakers will roll 

The bottom line for T\' executives: to monitor the level of violence on the array of bills pending in Congress 
Unless they take further voluntarv television. He also calls for self-re- on the issue into one big measure to 
steps, beyond their new parent;! straint by writers and producers, more restrain TV. 
warnings, lawmakers will be all the more leadership on the issue from execu- "Other than Paul Simon. I cannot 
eager to s~ep in - a possibility that tives and the elimination of violence- find a single member who has even 

laden promotions for television shows. suggested he might oppose [television 
By Mike Mills Many broadcasters and cable pro- violence] legislation," Franks said. "At 
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Congress and TV: A Chronology 
1950s - Rise in youth crime and juvenile de­
linquency prompts congressional hearings on 
television violence. 

• June 1952: First congressional hearings on violence 
in radio and television and its impact on children 
and youth are held by House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Subcommittee. 

• 1954: Sen. Estes Kefauver, 0-Tenn .. chairs hear­
ings of .Judiciary Subcommittee to Investigate .Juve­
nile Delinquency on role of TV shows in youth 
crime. Networks say no link. 

1960s - Urban violence prompts more con­
gressional hearings and government funding of 
research on TV violence. 

• 1961: Kennedy administration Federal Communi­
cations Commission Chairman Newton N. Minow 
tells National Association of Broadcasters that 
American TV is a ·'vast wasteland." 

• 1967: University of Pennsylvania begins monitoring 
television programming. 

• 1969: Formation of Boston-based Foundation to 
Improve Television. 

• Sept. 23, 1969: Report of National Commission on 
the Causes and Prevention of Violence cites TV vio­
lence as contributor to society's violence problem. 

1970s - Surgeon general's study prompts 
more congressional hearings; academic studies 
proliferate; court cases examine liability of TV in 
cases of real violence. 

• 1972: Surgeon general's report on violence cite~ 
evidence of link between screen violence and aggres­
sive behavior. 

• 1975: National PTA adopts resolution demanding 
that networks and local TV stations reduce the 
amount of violence in programs and commercials 
(reaffirmed in 1989). 

• 1976: American Medical Association's House of Del­
egates calls TV violence an "environmental hazard." 

• 1979: In Zamora u. CBS et al., parents of a Florida 
15-year-old convicted of murdering a neighbor sue all 
three networks. unsuccessfully, for negligence in fail­
ing to prevent him from being incited to imitate TV. 

1980s - Reagan-era deregulation gives me­
dia free rein; cable TV, VCRs and rise of indepen­
dent networks diminish power of networks to 
control violence on TV. 

• 1980: Founding of National Coalition on Television 
Violence. 

• 1982: National Institute of Mental Health study 
says there is a clear consensus on link between TV 
violence and aggression. 

• September 1984: .-\ttornev General's Task Force 
on Family Violence says evidence is overwhelming 
that TV violence contributes to real violence. 

• 1984: American Academy of Pediatrics Task Force 
on Children and Television cautions physicians and 
parents that TV may promote aggression. 

• 1985: American Psychological Association Commis­
sion on Youth and Violence notes research showing 
link between TV violence and real violence. 

1990s - Networks issue a joint statement of 
policies on TV violence, made possible by an anti­
trust exemption passed by Congress. Anti-vio­
lence advocates step up pressure. 

• 1990: Simon-Glickman Television Violence .-\ct 
gives three major networks an antitrust exemption 
so they can formulate joint policy on violence. 

• 1991: Minow declares: "In 1961, I worried that mv 
children would not benefit much from televisio~. 
but in 1991 I worry that my children will actually be 
harmed by it." 

• 1992: American Psychological Association study 
shows research on link to real violence is ignored 
and calls for federal policy to protect society. 

• Dec. 11, 1992: Days before House hearings, the 
three major networks release joint policy on vio­
lence and agree to hold an industrywide confer­
ence. 

• June 30, 1993: The four major TV networks an­
nounce their agreement to air parental advisories 
when shows the networks deem violent are aired. 
Fifteen major cable networks announce July 29 that 
they will join in the policy. 

SOURCE: CO Researcner. "TV Violence ... by Chartes S Clark, ~Jlarcn 26. 1993 

the moment I assume everything 
could be law by Columbus Day." 

Forty Years of Debate 

the late 1940s, as manv as 8.000 stud­
ies have examined links between TV 
violence and real violence. (Box, this 
page) 

broader links between TV and actual 
violence. 

For the last .+O vears. the issue has 
waxed and waned .in the public con­
sciousness, with Congress threatening 
to legislate tough content controls and 
the broadcast industry promising self­
restraint. The proliferation of TV com­
petitors, from cable television to satel­
lite channels to rental videos, has only 
boosted pressure on Congress to act. 

The average . .\merican child 
watches 8,000 murders and 100,000 
acts of violence before finishing ele­
mentary school, according to a much­
cited study by the American Psycho­
logica·l As~ociation. 

Since the advent of television in 

One of the most controversial, a 
1972 report by the U.S. surgeon gen­
eral. concluded that there is a causal 
relationship between TV violence and 
acts of violence, but only in children 
presupposed to be aggressive. Since 
then, other studies have found 
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. .\ttention is only magnified by a 
congressional deadline set in the l990 
provision by Simon. The provision. 
which was attached to a federal judge­
ships bill (PL 101-650), gave the 
broadcast networks a three-year anti­
trust waiver allowing them to get to­
gether and agree on voluntary steps to 
reduce violence on television. That 
waiver expires Dec. 1. ( 1990 Almanac, 
p. 374) 

In response, the four major net­
works - NBC, ABC, CBS and Fox -
on .June 30 announced their agree­
ment to air parental advisories when 
shows the networks deem violent are 
aired. The 15 major cable networks 
announced .July 29 they would join in 
the policy. 

It was the most television has ever 
bowed to congressional pressure in -!O 
years of debate on the issue. But crit­
ics immediately dismissed the adviso­
ries as merely a token gesture. For one 
thing, the programmers themselves 
will be responsible for deciding which 
shows merit warning labels. And chil­
dren's programs or morning talk 
shows such as "Oprah" or "Geraldo" 
would not be affected, only shows air­
ing during nightly prime-time sched­
ules. 

The 'V·Chip' 
Edward .J. Markey, D-Mass .. chair­

man of the House Energy and Com­
merce Subcommittee on Telecom­
munications and Finance, called the 
parental advisories ''a good first step." 

He then introduced a second step: 
a bill (HR 2888) that would require 
every new television set sold in the 
United States to be equipped with a 
computer chip that would allow view­
ers to disable their TVs from receiving 
programs that are given a "V" rating 
by broadcasters or cable programmers 
to warn parents of the show's violent 
content. 

The bill straddles the edge of con­
gressional control over program con­
tent. It does not require that broad­
casters or cable operators send the 
electronic signal needed to allow tele­
visions to automatically block V-rated 
programs. 

But should broadcasters refuse to 
do so, the Markey bill stipulates, the 
device still would give consumers the 
option of blocking out channels and 
time slots of any programs they deem 
too violent. 

Markey's bill has won endorse­
ments by such luminaries as former 
Kennedy administration FCC Chair­
man Newton N. Minow and cable in-
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dustry titan Ted Turner. 
"Unless you keep the gun pointed 

to their heads. all you ·11 get is 
mumbly, mealy-mouthed B.S.," 
Turner testifed at a Markey hearing 
this summer. Television industry offi­
cials. he added, "just hope the subject 
will go away." 

Critics of the Markey plan range 
from broadcast and movie-industry 
executives who fear a loss of advertis­
ing revenues to TV violence oppo­
nents who say many families either 
cannot afford new televisions or lack 
the skills to program their sets to 
block certain programs. Even Peggy 
Charren, the children's television ad-

vocate who along with Markey 
prompted Congress to enact new pro­
gram standards for children's televi­
sion, said she opposes any congres­
sional action on the violence issue, 
preferring instead that parents simply 
shut televisions off. 

George Gerbner, dean emeritus at 
the University of Pennsylvania's 
Annenberg School for Communica­
tion, who since 1967 has conducted 
the longest continuing surveys of tele­
vision violence, called the V-chip "a 
terrible idea" because it does not re­
duce the amount of violent programs. 

"To say we should trust the indus­
try to tlag programs they think are too 
violent is kind of silly. It's like the fox 
guarding the chicken coop," Gerbner 
said. 

Rather. he said, violence can be re­
duced only by applying government. 
marketplace and interest-group pres-
5ures on the industry to offer more 
diverse types of programming rather 
than appealing to the basest mass­
market interests. 

Markey's proposal. while perhaps 
the most visible, is by no means with­
out competition. 

Time·Slot Restrictions 
On Aug. 5, the day Markey intro­

duced his bill. Senate Commerce, Sci­
ence and Transportation Chairman 
Ernest F. Hollings, 0-S.C., offered a 
bill (S 1383) that would direct the 
FCC to limit violent programs to cer­
tain time slots when children will be 
least likely to be watching, much as 
the agency now limits "indecent" 
broadcasts. Several courts. including 
the U.S. Supreme Court. have upheld 
the FCC's right to restrict what it 
deems indecent. 

Hollings calls his bill "the least re­
strictive means by which we can limit 
children's exposure to violent pro­
gramming. 

Other bills include efforts bv: 
•Sen. Byron L. Dorgan. D-N.D., and 

Rep. Richard .]. Durbin, D-Ill., that 
would require the FCC to file quar­
terly "violence report cards" to pro­
vide the public with information 
about the frequency of violence by 
each television program and its spon­
sors (S 973. HR 2159). 

•Rep. ,John Bryant, D-Texas, (HR 
2837) that would require the FCC to 
establish standards of acceptable lev­
els of violence on television and radio 
shows, including cartoons. 

Television industry executives say 
the Bryant effort treads the closest 
toward government control of televi­
sion content. 

•Joseph P. Kennedy JI, D-Mass., 
(HR 2756) that would require the FCC 
to set up a toll-free number for the 
public to call with complaints. com­
ments. and suggestions regarding tele­
vision violence. The FCC would be re­
quired to publish summaries of the 
comments quarterly and to forward 
them to the cable or broadcast station 
that aired the violent program. 

The comments and complaints 
would be weighed when broadcasters' 
licenses are up for renewal. 

•Rep. Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y., 
(HR 2609) that would set up a presi­
dential commission to report within 
one year on ways to curb TV violence. 
The group would include the U.S. sur­
geon general, attorney general, repre-



sentatives from the entertainment in­
dustry. crime Jnd education experts 
and parents. 

Hollywood Is Adamant 
Rather than face the wrath of re­

strictive legislation. Gerbner predicts 
that the television industry - broad­
casters, cable executives. producers 
and writers - will soon take further 
voluntary steps toward curbing TV vi­
olence. 

·'The leaders of the industry are 
going to do what they can to avoid any 
kind of legislation." Gerbner said. "It 
seems to me that as Jong as they move 
forward and provide some evidence of 
progress. there's only a very slight 
chance of any other legislation going 
through." 

But Valenti is adamant that no 
such further "progress" is warranted. 
He continues to dismiss decades of 
studies pointing to what most academ­
ics involved with the issue now take as 
a given: that TV violence does have an 
impact on the aggressive behavior of 
those who view it. 

Valenti maintains that there is lit­
tle gratuitous violence on nighttime 
television. save for perhaps the occa­
sional movie of the week. Network of­
ficials agree, and are promoting their 
new fall schedules as containing few. if 
any, examples of the kinds of violence 
critics rail against. 

Faulting 'Porous' Research 
"The research as we ha\·e exam­

ined it is very porous, very loosely fi­
bered and does not withstand scru­
tiny," Valenti said. ''It's a terrible 
dilemma. I want to respond to what 
Congress is saying, but where. first 
of all, is this violence taking place'7 

And what is the definition of 'vio­
lence"'" 

Simon and other critics of TV vio­
lence liken Valenti's dismissal of the 
correlation between television violence 
and street crime to the tobacco indus­
try's practice of disputing research 
linking smoking with cancer. 

Simon has been talking with 
Valenti and others in the industry, but 
the senator is not optimistic about be­
ing able to fend off restrictive legisla­
tion by crafting new voluntary steps to 
curb violent programming. 

''All or none of these [bills] might 
pass," Simon said at a rare meeting of 
industry representatives and TV vio­
lence critics Aug. 2. "I can tell you 
that none of the sponsors of these ini­
tiatives is losing votes back home with 
these icJeas." • 

-.--·----·······-

GOVERNMENT & COMMERCE 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Bill Outlines Strategy for Gore's 
Govenunent Efficiency Plan 
White House proposal to ·reinvent' bureaucracy 
would be guided through maze of committees 

Vice President Al Gore will unveil 
his critique of the federal bureau­

cracy Sept. 7, but neither chamber of 
Congress is ready to "reinvent govern­
ment." 

Roughly half of Gore\ suggestions 
for cutting red tape. im­
proving service and lower­
ing costs require some 
congressional action. a 
dratt of Gore's final report 
indicates. The rest can be 
accomplished by the exec­
utive branch. a process 
President Clinton has 
promised to start the day 
Gore's report is released. 

The main hurdle may be lawmak­
ers who have made careers out of de­
fending some of the programs that 
Gore wants to reinvent. Weeks before 
Gore's report was to be released. law­
makers launched a number of pre­

emptive strikes against 
moves that Gore's staff 
was considering. 

Because the proposals 
cross virtually every con­
gressional comm it tee's 
turf. enacting them could 

Al Gore 

For example, when 
Sen. Ernest F. Hollings. 
D-S.C.. learned that a 
Gore aide had recom­
mended deregulating the 
maritime industry. he 
quickly introduced a bill 
to hold off such a move 
until another special com­
mission studied the indus­
try. 

be a procedural nightmare. To sim­
plify the task, the Senate Govern­
mental Affairs Committee has pro­
posed using a new commission and 
special procedural rules to bring 
Gore's recommendations to the House 
and Senate in a single package. 

The committee's proposal, which is 
expected to be placed on the Senate 
calendar soon, has bipartisan support 
and the administration's belated 
blessings. Senate Majority Leader 
George .J. Mitchell, though, said in an 
interview Sept. l that he has not de­
cided whether to support such an ap­
proach. 

House leadership aides from both 
parties say there has been little dis­
cussion of how to handle Gore's re­
port. The House Government Opera­
tions Committee, which claims at least 
a share of the jurisdiction over govern­
ment streamlining, has no bill in the 
works akin to its Senate counterpart's 
proposal. 

There is some sentiment in the 
House for letting the Senate take the 
first step. There is skepticism, too. 
about the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee's ability to push its pro­
posed commission through the Senate. 

By .Jon Healey 

Other lawmakers in­
serted provisions in various appropria­
tions bills to prevent the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms from 
being consolidated with the FBI and to 
bar the Agriculture Department from 
closing Forest Se\ vice field offices - two 
proposals considered by Gore. 

Another potential hurdle is the dif­
ference between the Democrats' vision 
of reinventing government and the 
Republicans'. As Gore states in his re­
port, the Democrats' goal is to make 
government. do what it does better. 
Republicans, on the other hand, are 
mainly interested in making govern­
ment do fewer things. 

Said Rep. Henry J. Hyde. R-I\l .. 
·'Nobody yields power gracefully, and 
the Democrats have all the power. So 
based on that, one must look with a 
magnifying glass at every word that 
they propose as reform." 

The draft circulated in the last 
week of August included more than 
110 separate proposals that touched 
every federal agency. The final report 
drops some of those proposals. yet it is 
expected to recommend enough sub­
stantial changes to cut spending by 
tens of billions of dollars over five 
years - much of it by thinning the 
ranks of management in the federal 
government. 
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Simon delivers violence ultimatum 
Gives industry 60 days to form council to monitor progress and to report to viewers 

By Joe Flint 

I t looked like the ending of an old 
spaghetti western. The loner rides 
into town and tells the bad guys to 

clean up their act, or else. 
But this was no Hollywood-written 

ending. The bow tie-dad loner was 
Senator Paul Simon (0-111.). His mes­
sage to a roomful of Hollywood pro­
graming executives: Reduce the vio­
lence or Washington will do it for you. 

"No one suggests that there should 
be no violence on TV. There should 
be less and it should not be glamor­
ized," the Senator told about 500 in­
dustry leaders. 

Simon said he is not claiming that 
all crime is caused by violence on the 
screen. but that it is a factor. "Twen­
ty-five minutes of attractive violence 
sells violence." he said. 

Speaking last week at an industry­
wide summit on TV violence spon­
sored by the National Council for 
Families & Television, Simon spelled 
out a seven-point plan to reduce TV 
violence that includes the formation of 
an advisory committee to monitor tele­
vision violence levels. Simon warned 
that he would like to see at least seri­
ous steps taken within 60 days to form 
such a committee. 

18 

"Either you will initiate the effort 
for such a monitoring office, or those 
outside the industry will do it." Simon 
also suggested that his approach is a 
more moderate one than those that 
others on the Hill have proposed (see 
box. page 24). 

"I started in this effort as a some­
what lonely voice in Congress. but 
now I find many of my colleagues 
want to go much further than is 
healthy for a free society .... The sur­
est solution is governmental interven­
tion. but it is also the most danger­
ous. 

The committee, Simon said, 
''would report to the American people 

Among the programing notables on hand for the Industry violence summit: (1-r) produc­
er Leonard Hiii; Jack Valent/, MPAA; Warren Littlefield, NBC; George Vradenburg, Fox. 

annually on specifics." Those specif­
ics. he added. would indicate­
"whether glamorized violence is in­
creasing or decreasing on each of the 
broadcast and cable networks. whether 
there is an attempt to avoid the time 
periods when children are more likely 
to observe." 

To head the committee, Simon rec­
ommended "someone like Walter 
Cronkite. John Chancellor or [former 
FCC chairman and describer of TV as 
a vast wasteland] Newton Minow." 
The advisory group, Simon said. 
would not "pre-censor" product but 
would comment on the situation. (In 
an interview with BROADCASTING & 
CABLE that begins on page 25. Simon 
added that the committee could in­
clude almost anyone. so long as it was 
not "a puppet kind of group that puts 
an imprimatur on everything they 
do"). 

Committee reviews mixed 

Mel Harris. president. Sony Pictures 
Entertainment Television Group. took 
issue with such a committee. 

"Lots of countries have cultural 
ministers; we have never chosen to do 
that. Such a committee does not fit 
into the legislative and regulatory his­
tory of this country. Parents. not mass 
media. are social engineers.·· Harris 
said. 

Warner Bros. Television President 
Leslie Moonves said that the commit­
tee idea is "worth looking at." al­
though he is not sure whether he sup­
ports the idea and he would consider 
different heads than Simon. 

Simon's speech was the highlight of 
the one-day conference. which was 
long on talk but short on goals and 
conclusions. 

But some saw progress in the event 
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itself. 
''I have never before seen a gather­

ing of top guys at all the networks and 
every major production company to­
gether in one room discussing one is­
sue. It is an important issue we must 
confront." Moonves said. 

Americans for Responsible Televi­
son director Terry Rakolta, however. 
called the event a washout. "I was 
naive in having high hopes of working 
together. What I saw was a dog and 
pony show .... They have trivialized 
the subject," she said. 

Rakolta added that in hindsight 
holding the event in Hollywood 
should have tipped her that the indus­
try would not take anything seriously. 
She criticized not only the choice of 
ABC News correspondent Jeff Green­
field as moderator but also the general · 

structure of the event. 
Greenfield, she said, played hard­

ball with researchers who believe that 
television violence causes real vio­
lence, while he pitched softballs to his 
TY colleagues. 

But the tone of the day was perhaps 
best summed up by Greenfield, who 
said that the summit could represent a 
"historic moment, or a smoke­
screen. 

Greenfield also suggested a reason 
that Washington is focusing on TY 
violence: ·'TY violence has no con­
stituency. If you are looking for a tar­
get that has no other side. you have 
found it." 

But Congress has a target. And last 
week that target-the networks and 
the production community-battled 
with each other, researchers, citizen 

groups and Congress over how to keep 
the peace. 

While the networks said that they 
would do their part and the cable pro­
gramers kept emphasizing that they 
already do theirs. it was the produc­
tion community that seemed most 
shaken and confused by Simon's 
speech and Washington's tone in gen­
eral. 

Producer Leonard Hill said that Con­
gress has "cowed the networks to a 
point where it would be counter-produc­
tive to even pitch some products." 

CBS Entertainment President Jeff 
Sagansky denied that the door is 
closed on certain projects. But produc­
er Dick Wolfe countered that any 
show with a violence warning will be 
"redlined by a group of advertisers." 
Other network and programing execu­
tives conceded that ultimately it will 
be the willingness of advertisers to run 
spots on labeled shows that will decide 
if and how TY programing content 
will change. 

"I would use the word cautious. not 
chill," said Warner Bros.' Moonves. 

Moonves said Warner Bros. has 
"removed certain projects" because 
of violence, but he emphasized that 
that is "self-regulation." Said 
Moonves: ''The networks did not 
come to us. We are trying to be more 
responsible." 

Veteran TV producer Stephen J. 
Cannell said that it is up to the net­
works to take charge on the issue be­
cause he does not want to be "his own 
critic" nor does he have time. he says. 
to play guessing games about what is 
acceptable to the networks and to 
Washington. 

"I don't know any sort of writer 
who can write effectively with these 
sorts of parameters." Cannell said. As 
an example of the networks' making 
the final cuts, Cannell cited his action 
show The Har Squad, a police drama 
that he wanted to run at 9 p. m. or I 0 
p.m. but which CBS ran at 8 p.m .. 
where it failed. 

Christine Hikawa. vice president. 
broadcast standards, Capital Cities 
/ABC. agrees that certain time peri­
ods should be a safe harbor for pro­
graming that contains some violence. 

"We know that there will be some 
kids watching at 10 p.m., but please, 
we should be allowed to program for 
adults." 

While many industry executives 
criticize Capitol Hill for singling them 
out in the battle against violence, none 
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say they would not work to reduce 
violence and to comply with the label­
ing. a stance that brought jeers from 
Action for Children's Television 
founder Peggy Charren. 

"Congress is moving in on the 
broadcast industry. Doesn't that scare 
the wits out of you?" says Charren. 
who believes that to concede on the 
violence issue could mean that sex and 
other areas would be next for regula­
tion. 

If advisories mean advertiser pull­
out. Charren says. she would be 
tempted noc 10 air the advisories. 
"There are all kinds of reasons for the 
industry to shape up. but not because 
of Congress." 

The advisories were mostly ridi­
culed by a panel of academics who did 
not think that they went far enough, 
especially since cartoons will not carry 
advisories. 

Cartoons feature violence in "inces­
sent repetition." said Leonard Eron. a 
research scientist al the University of 
Michigan. 

ABC's Hikawa took issue with 
those who equate cartoon violence 
with movie violence. "When I hear 
that. their credibility goes right out the 
window." she said. 

By day's end. the subject had been 
beaten to death without any conclu­
sions being reached. Although. as Ra­
kolta pointed out. the networks of­
fered no counterallack lo the study's 
tying of TV violence to real violence, 
by the end of the day some in the 
Hollywood community were tired of 
being judged. 

But Simon is not the only one eye­
ing the anti-violence effort. 

The real threat could be from Rep­
resentative Ed Markey (0-Mass.). 
who is pushing for TV manufacturers 
to place a V chip into television sets 
that would allow set users to block all 
shows rated violent. 

In a letter lo conference partici­
pants. Markey said: "TV has made it 
possible for the average American 
child 10 witness 8.000 murders by the 
end of elementary school without ever 
leaving the living room. It's time for 
the industry 10 give parents the tech­
nology they need to reduce drastically 
the violent images now saturating their 
own homes." 

With the t:xception of cable giant 
and potential studio owner Ted 
Turner, no one in Hollywood has 
come out in favor of the chip. Simon 
is also against it. • 
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Senator Simon's message 
In this exclusive interview with BROADCASTING & 

CABLE Executive Editor Harry Jessell, Senator Paul 
Simon says that his seven-point violence reduction 
plan (see page 26) is a recipe for avoiding tougher 
scrutiny at the hands of some of his colleagues. 

At the violence conference, Jeff 
Greenfield said the meeting was either 
a "historic moment or a smoke­
screen." Which was it? 

It was not a smokescreen. It is proba­
bly an exaggeration at this point to say 
that it was a historic moment. It was. 
for the first time. a point where the 
industry, with good representation 
from on top as well as from the bot­
tom. came together to take a look at 
what is a problem in our society and 
what some still do not acknowledge is 
a problem in our society. 

You urged the formation of an advi­
sory commtttee to oversee the Industry 
effort to decrease violence on TV. 
Who would constitute such a 
commtttee? 

Ideally. I would like the industry itself 
to determine that. They can name you, 
consumers. others. But it can't just be 
a puppet kind of group that puts an 
imprimatur on everything they do; it 
has to serve a genuine function. Some 
people had the idea that this was going 
to be some kind of Will Hays office 

that would pre-censor things. That's 
not the idea at all. The idea is to moni­
tor what is happening and 10 report 
once a year 10 the American public. 

Can this be a commtttee of Industry 
executives only? 

Thal would be a mistake. I think they 
recognize that. 

Although some consider the moni­
toring committee a moderate approach; 
others feel It will have a "chllllng ef· 
feet." However you cut It, it Is an intru· 
slon on free expression. How do you 
Justify that? 

People who are very active in the field 
of civil liberties say this is in no way 
an encroachment on the First Amend­
ment. And I believe that. I am an 
ACLU member myself. Self-restraint 
is essential for freedom to thrive. So 
how do we face the problem without 
having the heavy hand of government 
involved? We have to recognize that 
there is a relationship between vio­
lence in our society and violence on 
TV. And there are a great many people 
in the industry unwilling to face up to 
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that. just as there are a great many 
people in the tobacco industry who are 
unwilling to face up to the fact that 
cigarettes really do harm. The evi­
dence is just overwhelming in both 
cases. 

I• there any programing that Is out 
of bounds for oversight by your monl· 
torlng committee? New•? Reality 
TV? 

The news clearly should be exempt. 
There is too much violence in a lot of 
the news, particularly in New York 
City. But news violence doesn't glam­
orize violence. What you get from 
Bosnia, you don't think: "I want to go 
out and do that." But entertainment 
violence frequently glamorizes 
violence. 

What about thoH reality shows? 

I think there is a problem there, and 
exactly how you handle it I don't 
know. 

The broadc:a•t and cable networtcs 
have agreed to label violence-filled pro­
graming. And the big three broad-
cast networtc• have adopted standards 
aimed at mitigating violence. Why 
Isn't that enough? 

We've seen some progress and I wel­
come that. And I have to say broadcast 
networks have been better than cable 
networks in responding up to this 
point. But you still have the ability to 
flip that Ion-off] switch; it's not like 
going to the movies. We still have 
problems. 

Definitions are important here. How 
would you define inappropriate 
violence? 

I'm not the person to define it, but 
there are people who can. The British 
do it. Other countries do it. That's not 
really the problem. The problem is, is 
there a will to define it? 

What do you mean when you talk of 
"glamorizing" violence? Didn't all those 
John Wayne movies glamorize 
violence? 

When the hero and heroine can go 
through episode after episode, kill x 
number of people, be in x number of 
car crashes and not get hurt or injured. 
when you don't see the grieving rela­
tives of the people who are killed, 
there is a translation that that is the 
way to solve problems. 

You said that cable has been slower 
to respond than broadcasters to de­
mands to clean up the violence. 

Cable has a greater problem, but the 
greater viewing is still with broadcast-

ers. Broadcasters moved further on 
this, but I don't want to say everything 
is fine on the broadcast side. 

Doesn't cable deserve an exemption 
from oversight because you do have to 
sign up for It-that Is, you have to in­
vite It into your home. 

I don't see that as a justification. 

Aren't you punishing broadcasters 
for the sins of the cable networks? It's 
the latter, you know, that show the 
unedited R-rated films. 

The answer is that there is plenty of 
improvement possible in both areas. 
No question about it. It's just what's 
on that television set in their living 
rooms that concerns people. 

Your TV violence law exempted TV 
companies from antltn.lst liability to dis­
cuss ways of stemming violence. 
When that exemption expires, will addl· 
tional leglslatlon be needed to ex-
tend the exemption? 

Will they be able. on Jan. I, to have a 
meeting of cable and broadcast execu­
tives on this question. I don't have an 
answer to that quiestion right now. 
The difficulty with the legislative 
route is that it becomes an easy tool 
for others to stick on amendments that 
are a real opportunity for mischief. 
In your speech Monday, you warned 
of proposals from other lawmakers to 
stem TV violence that are "not 
healthy for a free society." What exact­
ly were you referring to? 

I don't think I have to spell it out. But 
there are people who think we should 
go much further, even further than any 
of the bills introduced so far. 

Does the so-called V chip bill Intro­
duced by House Telecommunications 
Subcommittee Chairman Edward 
Markey ID-Mass.I go too far? 

At this point. I'm not saying this is 
going too far or that is going too far. I 
have made it clear that I prefer that the 
federal government not get involved. 

Can you envision the FCC eventually 
having to step In to relegate violent pro­
graming to times when children 
aren't in the audience, as it now does 
with indecent programing? 

I'm not saying eventually some kind 
of FCC action isn't going to be part of 
the picture. What I do say is I prefer to 
see the industry do this on its own. 

Would you actively oppose some of 
these other measures? 

If I didn't believe something was 
sound I would oppose it. But we are 
not at the point where we are consider­
ing anything right now. We are at the 
point where the question is: Will the 
industry look at this themselves and 
exercise some self-restraint? One of 
my colleagues in the Senate who fa­
vors stronger action said to me: "If 
they can make one more dollar killing 
one more person. the industry isn't 
going to respond. You have to have 
federal government action." I don't 
believe chat. I have met with all major 
people in broadcasting and cable and 
many in film. These are responsible 
citizens who want to do the right 
thing. 

Do you fear you have ignited some­
thing here that you may not be able to 
control, that some other lawmakers 
may run with the issues and do some­
thing really harsh? 

I don't think I have ignited it. I've 
been the deliverer of the message. If I 
hadn't come along, someone else 
might have come along with a much 
different approach. • 
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Representative Dingell originally proposed the Idea of user fees 
two yt111rs ago but a blll with his backing died in the Senate 
because of opposition from Senator Ho/tings. 

cutting the federal deficit by nearly $500 billion over five 
years. is a provision authorizing the auctioning of 200 mhz 
of government spectrum to commercial non-broadcast us­
ers. The government estimates the auction will raise $7 
billion. 

The fees cover all FCC-regulated industries. Broadcast 
fees. based on the type of station and market size. range 
from $200 a year for AM daytimers to $18,000 a year for 
VHF stations in the top I 0 markets . 

.. It's a bum deal," says Clear Channel Communications' 
Lowry Mays. who will have to pay fees on eight TV 
stations and 31 radio stations. "We pay user fees in terms 
of public services.·· he says. ·'Once you start taxing radio and 
television, you can bet !the taxes I will go nowhere but up." 

"It would have been impossible to stop." says National 
Association of Broadcasters President Eddie Fritts. Broad­
casters were alone in opposing the fees. he says. 

Cable was no happier. "It's another regulatory cost." 
says Robert Sachs. senior vice president, Continental Cab­
levision. And like the $800 million cable now pays in local 
franchise fees. he says. consumers will end up paying for it. 

"And just because it's 37 cents today doesn't mean it 
will be 37 cents a year from now." Sachs adds. 

The fees are traced to John Dingell (D-Mich.). The power­
ful chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee 
said last month that the FCC should become self-funding and 
might attach a user fee to the budget package. A Dingell­
backed user-fee bill passed the House two years ago. but died 
in the Senate because of opposition from Commerce Commit­
tee Chairman Ernest Hollings (D-S.C.). 

According to Hill sources. Hollings had to go along with 
the fees last week. Dingell had enlisted the support of other 
key Senate conferees. including Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii). 
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) and John Breaux (D-La.). He was 
also aided by a letter of support from Leon Panetta. director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, to House and 
Senate conferees. Panetta called the fees "good policy 
and ... fiscally prudent in a time of severe constraints." 

Still, Hollings would not sign off on the fees until he had 
an opportunity to adjust the fee schedule to lighten the load 
on small broadcast stations. 

The FCC currently collects fees on most applications. TV 
stations. for instance, pay with their license renewal appli­
cations. The revenue varies from year to year. but is pro­
jected to be $45 million this year. 

Taken together, the application fees and the user fees 
should come close to covering the FCC annual budget, 
$130 million for upcoming fiscal 1994. • 
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Violence on TV 
Some networks have stepped f oiward with initial actions like parental warnings, but if 

the industry doesn't soon clean up its act even more, Congress will take over, senator warns 

Senate hearings this week will deliver a 
message to the industry: Time for talk is 
over; it's time for solutions. 

The best solution co scaling 
back TV violence is self-regula­
tion. But the time for self-regu­
lation is now. A Senate hearing 
convened for Wednesday by 
Commerce 
Committee 
Chairman 
Ernest Hol­
lings once 
again will 
deliver the 
message 
that we don't 
want more 
talk, we 
want more 
solutions. 

Some in-

AP 

By Sen. Paul 
Simon, 0-11!. 

dustry leaders, particularly the 
networks, have stepped for­
ward with initial steps, like pa­
rental-warning messages and 
joint broadcast network stan­
dards on violence, and the fall 
broadcast schedule is less vi~ 
lent Movies already paid for 
have been canceled because 
thev are too violent 

Unfortunately. their voices 

are often drowned out by oth­
ers in the business who seem 
intent on calling what they be­
lieve is Congress' bluff, gam­
bling that public fervor for ac­
tion will soon fade. That's a 
dangerous game for the public, 
for the industry and for the 
First Amendment 

So far, no one in Congress 
has proposed formal. general 
censorship, which I would 
strongly oppose, but many bills 
short of that now are being 
floated. 

With stacks of reports all 
pointing to the dangers of glori­
fied violence on TV, can any­
one any longer deny the need 
for real solutions? Many in the 
television and film industry 
still do, just as thei:e are many 
tobacco processors who deny 
that cigarettes do harm. 

Television is a powerful 
sales medium, and too often it 
sells violence. It feeds a grow­
ing appetite for violence both 
as an answer to problems and 
as entertainment. 

A week's worth.of violence 
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This is no longer theory. The 
evidence now is just as con­
vincing as the evidence on cig­
arettes. The National Institute 
of Mental Health has twice 
warned about the harmful ef­
fects, and so have a surgeon 
genera! and many other au­
thorities in report after report 

No major public health prob-

lem has been so studiously ig­
nored by the TV industry as 
this one. P'arents deserve to 
know that it is not just their in­
stinct, but also solid research, 
that says entertainment vio­
lence is harmful. 

Television violence is only 
one factor among many that 
contribute to violence in our so-

By Efys A. Mclean. USA TODAY 

ciety, and we are doing an in­
adequate job in dealing with 
most of them, including gun vi­
olence, which I have made a 
high priority. 

But that does not excuse the 
TV industry from taking solid 
steps to reduce entertainment 
violence. When some in the TV 
business make this argument, 

they sound too much like the 
National Rifle Association 
leaders who blame everyone 
else for the causes of gun vio­
lence. 

Now a second question: Is a 
free society like ours powerless 
to defend itself against too 
much violence on TV? Of 
course not, though some of 
these same industry voices say 
the First Amendment is an ab­
solute bar to any meaningful 
solutions. 

Tht! fact is that there are 
sensible answers that stay 
clear of the First Amendment 

I have proposed an industry­
appointed Advisory Office on 
Television Violence to track 
progr~ in further reducing 
glamorized violence on enter­
tainment programs and to pub- , 
licly report the results annually 
at the end of each TV season. 

The office would not pre­
view or censor programs, and 
it requires no federal involve­
ment. 

An annual survey would give 
families a basis for responding 
in their viewing selections and 
in contacts with stations, cable 
operators. advertisers and oth­
ers. It would give policymakers 
the knowledge of whether vol-

untary self-restraint is solving 
this problem. 

In the past year, the broad­
cast networks have shown the 
most e!Jort and cable the least. 
My hope is that ther.e will be 
enough responsible people in 
the industry who will face the 
facts so that the federal govern­
ment will not have to act. 

The law I sponsored to foster 
self-regulation expires on Dec . 
I. I have made clear to the in­
dustry that I will wait until Jan. 
I for progress in creating an 
advisory reporting office. 

If nothing happens by then, I 
will o!Jer appropriate federal 
legislation, though my prefer­
ence is for the industry to act, 
not for Congress to have to act 

Television can appeal to the 
best or worst in us. In the words 
of Abraham Lincoln, we can 
hope that this industry will use 
its powerful medium to "ap­
peal to the better angels of our 
nature." 

Sen. Paul Simon, D-lll .. was 
author of the Television Vio­
lence Act. a three-vear anti­
trnst exemption. ex,Jiring Dec. 
1. which was designed to pro­
mote self-regulation by the in· 
dustry. 
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Fanning 
the fire 
over 'Beavis' 
By DoMa Gable 
USA TODAY 

Beavis and Butt-head -
M1V's notorious animated fire­
starters - are on the front 
burner with critics. 

An Ohio mother says the car­
toon incited her 5-year-old son 
to start a fire which killed his 2-
year-old sister. And Austin, 
Texas, investigators say three 
fires started by kids may have 
some connection to the show. 

M1V claimed no responsibil­
ity for the Ohio tragedy but 
says it's removing fire ref er­
ences from episodes of the 
weekday show, which features 
the antics of two misfit teens. 

Dr. George Gerbner, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania, who 
has studied the efJects or vio­
lence since 1967, says "Vio­
lence appears in 9 out or 1 O car­
toons at a rate of 25 times per 
hour." But "to pin it on one car­
toon is scapegoating." 

The cartoon is expected to 
be discussed Wednesday when 
Attorney General Janet Reno, 
Sen. Paul Simon (D-Ill.) and 
studio execs testify at a Senate 
hearing on 1V violence. 

Simon says Beavis is another 
example or kids being inftu­
enced by what they see: "TV is 
a powerful sales medium, and 
too often what it sells is vio­
lence." 



TV Violence, 
,After the 
·showdown 
While Lawmakers Hold 
TI1eir Fire, the Networks 
Are Laying Low 

Ry Ellen Edwards 
\Y.1~hing1011 l'n"'t S1.1(f Wriln 

Two months ago at an industry-wide con­
ference in Los Angeles on television vio­
lence, Sen. Paul Simon (D-lll.) issued an ulti­
matum. He gave those powerful network 
executives and television producers 60 days 
to get their house in order ... or else. 

"If we don't see in the next 60 days that 
we are moving in a positive direction, then I 
and some of my colleagues will be pushing 
hard" for legislation, he said. 

That was /\ug. 2. The 60 days are just 
about over and very little has happened on ei­
l her side. 

It does not appear !hat Simon-or the 
television industry-has really been counting 
those days. In an interview this week Simon 
said, "I made clear I didn't expect any final 
answers. But I'm not going to wait indefinite­
ly, and if by the first of the year we don't see 
something solid then I don't think I can con­
tinue to ask my colleagues to hold back on 
legislation. /\nd I think we have to craft 
something that is sensitive to the First 
Amendment .... I would prefer no legisla­
tion." 

An agreement by the networks to label vi­
olent programs with parental advisories pre­
ceded the ultimatum. The fall schedules 
were pretty much locked in place, albeit with 
less violent programming than in the past-a 
response in part to the ou~cry over t,he un-

See VIOLENCE; BIO, Col I . ·.· 

SliltOn: "If by the first of the year we don't see. 
Something solid then I don't think I can 
continue to ask my colleagues to hold back." 
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The TV 
Violence 
Debate 

VIOLENCE, From Bl 

usually violent May sweeps pro­
gramming. Simon's call in August 
for the creation of an independent 
monitoring group that would issue 
an annual report card h;is generally 
tieen ignored. 

Television industry people know 
that this time the issue isn't going 
;iwa~·. Still, they are worrier! that 
Washington is in the driver's seat. 

,;There is a feeling in the enter­
tairunent divisions that we caved too 
Qui~kly in accepting responsibility," 
said.one executive. 

'1.don't want to go through anoth­
er iiidustry conference," said anoth­
er iii frustration. And on the ques­
tion of a monitoring committee, 
"People just bridle about that," he 
said. "Some people think the FCC 
wollld be better than a bunch of so­
cial Scientists." 

Simon says it's his understanding 
that conversations have been going 
on at the top levels of the broadcast 
and cable networks, but industry 
sources say that any such discus­
sions have been informal. The only 
organized conversations have been 
arranged by Jack Valenti. head of 
the Motion Picture Association of 
America. Valenti held one meeting 
this month in Los Angeles with rep­
resf!ntatives of the networks and the 
guil.ds-"all the creative people," he 
said, who are in turn having meet­
ings within each organi1.1tion. "They 
are discussing ways they can show 
connict-goorl versus evil-aurl re­
duce whatPvrr gratuitous vinlrucr 
thf'rc is." 

Simou, the prin1My rongrf:'ssional 
advocate on the issue, has not iutro­
duced any legislation yet. but at least 
eight bills have heen introduced by 
others, and more hearings are 
scheduled. Congress generally feels 
it has dealt itself a no-lose hand. 

COS President Howard Stringer 
said this week that the issue's im­
pact n11 the network has heC'n great. 
prompting discussions on the nature 
of \·iolenrf' anrl a<"knowledgiug thC' 
need to redure it. which he says CBS 
ha~ done. 

Still, he is angry th;1t broadcast 
television has hr.come the target. 
when he believes cablf:', syndicated 
shows and movies have much great­
er sins to answP.r for. '"There was 
great disgust that the movie indus­
try was giwn a pass," he sai<I. '"Vio­
lenrr 111 hig featurr•' is what drives 
tht> <'lltl'rtai11111e11t industry .. 
There are all -;orts of -;cenes we 
wouldn't put 011 tC'levision. Rut we 
took tlw .irrusations seriously and 
responrlr•d sf'riously, and ppoplf' are 
generallv not interested in what we 
are doing .... 

"'i don;t think anyone is intt•rested 
in kuowing we're doing our jobs." 

in a speech last week to the Inter­
national Radio .1nd Television Soci­
ety in Manhattan, Stringer once 
again lashed out at the angry mood 
in Congress: "The ugument that 
guns rlon"t kill people, but televisinn 
rloes. finds favor with liberals and 
conservatives alike. After all, televi­
sion exerntives are perfect advrr­
saries. Unlike drug ru1111Prs and kill­
ers, we"ll show up at ;i hraring in 
D.C. Unlike the issues of poverty 
and poor education. attacking televi­
sion violrnce on the nrtworks re­
quires no Washington tax increases." 

He singled out Rep. Edward J. 
Markey ([)-Mass.) who has intro­
duced the "V-chip" bill. which would 
mandate technology allmving individ­
ual television owners to block out vi­
olent programs. as partirnlarly un­
friendly: "Needless to say, the 
networks brar the brunt of his bel­
ligerence," he told the group. 

Christine flikawa, vice president 
of hroadcast standards anrl practices 
at ARC, said that the changes thrre 
"have not heen major changes but 
changes that impact what you sci' on 
TV .... We look more carefully at 
scripts." 

On a monitoring system, she said, 
"We have very serious First Amend­
ment questions." Rather, she sug­
gested that there might be some 
sort of "self-assessment program," 
either with all the networks together 
or ABC alone if no agreement can be 
reacher!. "We want to do what is re­
sponsihlc vis-a-vis what is on the air. 
... You don't get any points for 
that," she said. "You get points for 
holding seminars and conferences." 

NOC executives were unavailable 
to speak on the record but issued a 
list of concerns renecting the net­
work's commitment to dealing with 
TV violence. A Fox spokesnrnn said 
no one was available to speak to the 
subject yesterday. 

While the networks are showing 
less violent programming, at least 
for now, the counterprngramming of 
"action-adventure" -the euphemism 

I 
for. more violent-programs is still 
happily in business on cable and in 

' syndicated shows. 
Asked whether he is convinced 

that things are moving in the right 
direction, Simon said. "I am not. I'm 
convinced that temporarily thf'y're 
moving in the right direction. but in 

tem1s of the monitoring group I a111 
not convinced they are moving in the 
right dirt'ction." The ultimate t'ffect 
of a monitoring group, Simon said, 
would be to create pressure from 
the public and the advertisers that 
would keep violent programming off 
the air. 

Valenti says he is opposed to such 
a group. "Mere mortals cannot regu­
late creativity," he said. "I think the 
creative community is aware of the 
outcry of the public. A great majori­
ty of those people who make televi­
sion have had their consciousness 
raised." 

In.addition to Markey's bill, others 
pending include a measure from 
Sens. Ernest F. Hollings (0-5.C.l 
and Daniel K. Inouye <D-Hawaii) 
that would ask the FCC to limit vio­
lent programming to hours when 
children are less likely to be watch­
ing television; Rep. John firyant's 
(D-Tex.) bill to require the FCC to 
establish regulations to reduce TV 
violence, and Sen. Byron L. Dor­
gan's (D-N.D.) Television Violence 
Report Card Act, which would re­
quire the FCC to review and report 
on the subject. Observers say the 
Hollings-Inouye and Markey bills 
have the most momentum. 

Hearings are scheduled for Oct. 
20 on both the Hollings-Inouye and 
Dorgan measures, and Attorney 
General Janrt Reno and a variety of 
network executives are likely to tes­
tify. 

Simon said most of the bills under 
consideration have "as a major naw 
that they do not deal "'ith the cable 
question. And cable, I have to say up 
to this point, has been less respon­
sive than the broadc;ist side of tele­
vision." 

Congress currently has far less 
ability to control cable because there 
are no licenses for the FCC to with­
hold. 

The one thing tl11~ networks 
agreed to I.1st ,;11111111n-thr p.1rc11-
tal guidanre advisory-has been 
used occasionally by each network. 

"We have lrarned," said CBS's 
Stringer of excessively violent pro­
gramming, "that (a) it is not good 
ethically and (h) it is not good busi­
ness either, aml we won't do it." 
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By GREG BRAXTON 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

sen. Paul Simon (D-111.) says the 
television industry largely has failed 
to act on his warning of last August to 

move deci~ively within 60 days to curb 
on-screen violence or risk mandatory re-

~ 
strictions imposed by Congress. 

"The industry has not acted quickly and 
decisively. as I had urged them to," Simon 
said in an interview Wednesday, as this 
weekend's deadline for action approached. 
''I'm disappointed but not startled." 

Simon made the warnings Aug. 2 during 
a Beverly Hills conference on violence 
attended by network executives, program 
producers, writers and anti-violence advo-
cates. He has long contended that violence 
on TV is directly linked to the rise of 
violence in society. 

Despite the industry's failure to respond 
significantly, Simon said that he was en-

z 
couraged by discussions that he has sched-
uled within the next few weeks with 
several key television executives, and that 
he would stick to his original plan to hold 
off on taking further government action 
against the industry until next year. 

~ 
"There can't be endless talk about this," 

Simon said. "If by the first of the year we 
don't have some concrete public action 
taken, then we have to look at alternatives 

~ 
with the, federal government that are 
sensitive to the First Amendment but that 
apply some pressure to avoid gratuitous 
violence." 

~ 
He added that other legislators are eager 

to push for laws regulating television 
violence: "Every day I run into senators 
who say, 'I want to do something.' I think 
they will hold off for a while if I ask them u to, but I can't guarantee it." 

Simon is the author of the 1990 Televi-
sion Violence Act, which relaxed antitrust 
regulations to give the networks, cable 
channels and syndicators the legal footing 
to develop industry regulations on tele-
vised mayhem. The legislation expires at 
the end of December. 

A pivotal step being required by Simon is 
for the industry to form a citizens advisory 

Please see TELEVISION, 89 
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committee that would make annual 
public reports on the amount of 
violence on ~ach broadcast and 
cable station. The committee 
would play an advisory role to 
programmers if asked, he said. 

"That committee really is the 
key," Simon said. "Without it, 
there is unlikely to be a dip in 
television violence. Next year or 
the year after, we'll be back in the 
same soup." 

But he acknowledged that net­
work officials have not been en­
thusiastic about forming such a 
committee since he proposed it in 
August. 

"Initially the industry rejected 
the idea," he said. "Now it seems to 
be picking up a little support. How 
much support I can't tell you." 

ABC spokeswoman Julie Hoover 
said: "We're willing to talk about 
self-assessment, and we're open 
for discussion. But we're not look­
ing for bureaucratic overlay or a 
systematic review by an outside 
organization. We are responsible 
for our programming." 

Spokesmen for Fox, CBS and 
NBC either declined or could not 
be reached for comment. 

The net works say they already 
have cut back on violence this 
season and, in response to congres­
sional pressure, have adopted a 
policy of alerting. viewers to pro­
grams containing strong depictions 
of violence. ' · 




