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With Clinton as ally, girl can join sister in school

By TOULA VLAHOU
Special to The Herald

NEW YORK — Maybe he
~ hasn’t kept some other promises,

but as far as Anastasia Somoza is
concerned, President Clinton
kept his word to her.

The disabled 9-year-old says
that with the president’s help, her
twin sister, Alba, will attend rdg-
ular school classes next fall and
no longer be in a special educa-
tion class because of cerebral
palsy.

“I just thought it was going to
happen and it did,” said Anasta-
sia, a relative of Nicaragua’s

Somoza dynasty. “I would say [to

Clinton], ‘Thank you for helping
get Alba into regular class and
helping my mom, and I am very
happy that it happened.””
Anastasia captured the
nation’s attention in February
during a televised question-and-
answer session with children in
the White House when she unex-
pectedly asked Clinton to help
transfer Alba to a regular class.
“She uses computers to speak
and I would like her to be in a
regular classroom just like me,”
she told Clinton, who said his
staff would look into her request.

_ Her plea earned her fame as an
inspiring young advocate and
focused attention on the issue of
“mainstreaming” disabled kids
in regular classrooms.

Anastasia and Alba have cere-
bral palsy and spend much of
their time in wheelchairs. Alba’s
disabilities are more severe. She
cannot speak, is less mobile than
Anastasia and uses a computer
with a chin switch to communi-

‘She uses computers to
speak and I would like
her to be in a regular
classroom just like

’

me.

ANASTASIA SOMOZA,
in her request to Clinton

cate. Her 1Q, however, matches
her sister’s.

Last week, after a 3%2-month
review, school officials decided
Alba could move to regular
classes with support services that
will include equipment and sev-
eral professionals, from thera-
pists to experts,- who will adapt
the class curriculum to special
computers.

Alba will attend third grade
and Anastasia fourth grade.
School officials could not say
how much it will cost-to provide
the services.

The family believes coaxing
from the White House resulted in

their victory. School _ofﬁcials'_

deny it.

“We. did what was the right
educational decision,” said
Andrew Lachman, spokesman
for Community School District
2, which oversees the twins’ pub-
lic school in Manhattan.

Lachman said 37 other chil-
dren receive similar services.

" During the review period, the
twins’ parents, Gerardo and
Mary Somoza, found hope in the
occasional telephone call from

TOULA VLAHOU

SUCCESS: Anastasia Somoza's sister, Alba, will join her in regular classes next school year Anastasia
here is pictured with her mom, Mary, and Alba with her dad, Gerardo.

the White House. And then ear-
lier this month a handwritten let-
ter addressed to Anastasia
arrived from the president.

“I have spoken to some people
about your sister’s school situa-

stocked with clothes and books,
the twins require much of their
parents’ attention and energy.
Even the most mundane activity,
such as watching television,
requires preparation. A floor mat

tion. I hope we can help,” Clin-
ton wrote. Anastasia had
received two previous letters
from Clinton’s secretary.

In their cramped Manhattan
apartment, where shelves are

is spread out, pillows are stacked
around the mat, seats are.
assigned and Alba in carefullyi
placed in the center so she can-
watch TV without strammg her-
back or neck. )

The Somozas have two other-

children, Oliver,. 10, iand.
Gabrlella 6, who are __both_‘
healthy. .

\
Family ties

Gerardo, a celebrxty photogra-
pher, is the nephew of former
Nicaraguan ruler.Gen. Anastasxo
Somoza, who fled the country~in
1979 durmg a civil war.

Gerardo, who emigrated in
1967, is estranged from his
mother and siblings, including a
brother who lives in Miami. The
family, he said, fought over the
distribution of the family estate.

. He said he was disinherited when

he was refused his share of the
money.

The reason,
because he married
Mary.

“They thought she was a gold
digger,” he said. .

But Mary Somoza says the
family managed without the
Somoza money, even though
there were times when it was des-

he suspects, is
Irish-born

- perately needed.

She hopes her daughters® vic-
tory will help other disabled chil-
dren.

“I feel truly elated that they:
have taken this step. . . . The next:
step is that it happens for all__chll-.
dren with disabilities whoare.-
now segregated. They must give:.
it to all children with dlsabllmes..
because it is their legal right.”

The misunderstood Pat Nixon behind the image



The Hon.Governor Mario Cuomo,
The Executive Office,

Albany,

New York

Mary Somoza,

452 West 57th Street, #2E
New York,

N.Y. 10019

(212) 307-9010

August 31st 1993

Dear Governor Cuomo,

I am writing to you to request your support on an issue that
is of vital importance to parents of children with disabilities in
the State of New York. I am sure you are well aware that we have
the worst reputation in the United States statistically, for including
children with disabilities in general education classes in the
public school system.

In February of this year, my daughter Anastasia was one of
forty children invited to the White House to participate in a
nationally televised program "Answering Childrens Questions".
Anastasias question to President Clinton was "why her twin sister
Alba, who is just as bright as she is but cannot talk, could not
be in a regular class - just like her".

The White House did intervene via the U.S. Secretary of
Education and we obtained legal documentation for Alba to enter
a general education class in September. However, there the fairy
tale ends. The New York City Board of Education is sistematically

trying to sabotage our recent victory. (See enclosed copies)

Parents in this state, and particularly those of children
with disabilities are thoroughly demoralized with the public school
system. Their power is awesome, and they answer to no-one.
Something drastic needs to be done by our State legislature to take
away this power.

Inclusion is a movement that 1s being successfully implemented
all over the country. With the signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act disabled adults and children can no longer be
discriminated against in the workplace, and most importantly, for the
future, in the schools. I urge you to make public your support
for the inclusion of all children with disabilities into the main-
stream of general education in New York State.

It has been a pleasure to serve on your State Advisory Boards
at OMRDD and Early Intervention over the past few years.
I look forward to hearing from you,

Sincegely,

Mary Somoga &



THE CiTy oF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEw York, N.Y. 10007

July 20, 1993

Mrs. Mary Somoza
452 West 57th Street
New York, New York 10019

Dear Mrs. Somoza:

Congratulations on your recently won victory with the Board of Education. Your
perseverance and determination to obtain an integrated, mainstream education for your
daughters Anastasia and Alba is nothing short of precedent setting. You have provided a
model for all parents who want the very best education for their children.

I have fond memories of meeting you and your daughter Anastasia at the 1991
Special Olympics reception at Gracie Mansion, and seeing you again with your son Oliver
at the 1992 St. Patrick’s Day breakfast at the Mansion. I have valued your efforts and
participation both on my Borough President’s Disability Advisory Committee and my Office
for People with Disabilities Advisory Committee.

On behalf of eight million New Yorkers, please accept my best wishes for continued
success.

Sincerely,

David N. Dinkins
MAYOR



The Hon. Mayor David Dinkins, Mary Somoza,
City Hall, 452 West 57th ST,
New York City Apt. 2L

New York, N.Y. 10019

August 28th 1993

Dear Mayor Dinkins,

It was with deep appreciation I received your letter of
support regarding our recent victory with the Board of Education.
Your kind remarks at the August 10th reception at Gracie Mansion
were very encouraging to me and my family.

However, as you will see by the enclosed letters, we are
still encountering opposition to the successful integration of
our children. As you well know, many in the schools leadership
roles place more importance in politics then in the education of
New York City's children.

New York State has for years flagrantly violated federal
laws in segregating students with disabilities. Even though
we have the law on our side, as far as school authorities are
concerned, it makes little difference to them, they do as they
please regardless. With the signing of ADA in 1990 and the
education (federal) laws now in place, we can no longer tolerate
this discrimination in our schools.

President Clinton recently proved his committment to Inclusion
to this family in particular, and families around the country who
are following my case. I urge you, as our Mayor, to take a
comparable position in favor of inclusion.

I wish you the best of luck in the up-coming elections and
once again send you my kindest regards,

Sincerely,

//Z/ //Cu
//(5'6-(’“/ ,/)/»J’/ { ﬁ'ﬂ'/

Mary Sogmoza

c.c. The White House - President Clinton




Mr. Jack Colombo, chairperson, Mary Somora,

Cgmmittee on ‘P‘L-HJ Education, 452 West S7th Street, 20
3 ‘J;O West 1 1'3 th Stree t ’ S, g T ...New‘-ax,xork , N.Y. 1 OO 1 9
New York, N.Y. 10011 r ! V; o .

ﬂ /a“ o

August 21lst 1993

Dear Mr. Colombo

-~

I received the copies of Alba and Anactasia Sonoza's [EP 5 on
August 20th. Considering our review meeting took place on June
1¥th that was guite 2 long period of time S0 T would approeciate
your co-operation in assisang me with my following requests.

I have sgent copies of the [LP to my consultants who will assist me
in making any changes we feel appropriate for the children. I

estimate having theiv input by the ond of this wuek. I would lire
to make an appointment with the CHE team to go over the [EP LEFORE

thhe start of school. I would also Like to know (as accorded 1o L
review meeting) mv childrens class placements, name of teacher, classy
siwe and 1f the beacher hag any cxpertence with disabiled childuoon.
lefore school starhs Towould l1ike to meet briefly with thoose teachor:
so 1 may give bthen sowe information which will assist bhem, par_iuuL—
arly with Alba, in the transition period. Az the school princiial

has decided not o allow Lhe roccoommenditions of the review bLeam — Vﬂ#

coto bhe lmplemcnted (allow Alba Lo be held back one yeow o she an

transition into o4 reqular grade clags with o teacher who knows heo,
children who know her and thercefore give her o chanoe Lo ocatoh up

on the academic skills she lost while in g segrated class) 1Toanticipat
resistance to the successful outcome of this process for my doaughtor.
[t 135 my understanding that District 2 1s backing the Principals
decision, mavbe vou could clarify that for me in writing.

Tn o brief overview of the TEP's | noriced there was no aguipment list
for Anastasia, no mention of the Standers with which T provided you
precriptions three months ago, and no mention of the evaluation fur
the motorized wheelchairs accorded for both girls for school. Iowill
hand deliver you prescriptions for motorived wheelchalrs to-morrow.
(August 24th).

[ would appreciate an immediate reply to this letter $o we may
accomplish these requests before the start of the school year.

_ 1;747&7/0/

Mary Somoza

Sincerely,

c.c. Judith Heuman - Washington
Dr. Neverly Rainforth
Ms. Amy Goldman
Mr. Alan Bergman



Mr. Jack Colomho, Mary Somoza,

Chairperson, checinl Pducati 452 West 57th STreet, #2E
Committee on Special pducation, Vew York, N.Y. 10019
Wes reet, (212) 307-9010

New York, N.Y.10011

August 26th 1993

pear Mr. Colombo,

Thank you for meeting with me vesterday morning and giving me
the evaluvation forms for my childrens motorized wheelchairs for
use in school.

However, T must admit 1 was extremely disappointed to hear
that the Principal of wmy childrens school, Ms. Anna Switzer, has
told you she is refusing to allow me to meet with my childrens
designated teachers before the start of school as well as the other
requests I made to you in my letter of August 21st. You told me
her reasoning was that she would concede nothing that "other parents”
of regular education children were entitled to. I would be grateful
if you could clarify for me if it is a ruling in the New York City
Board of Fducation for parents not Lo be btold their childs class
placement and name of teacher before the first day of school.

Whether this be a fact or not, 1t is vital that Ms. Switzer

be made aware that this is not "regulav situation®. These are
two quadreplegic youngsters, one of whom is non-verbal and using
highly sofisticated technology to communicate. Explaining the

nature of their disability to their non-disabled peers is a
pedagogically sound practice and used throughout this country in
transitioning disabled children into general education. It will be

of the utmost bhenefit to my children, their classmates and the teacher
for me to be able Lo meet with the teacher prior to the commencement
of classes to give them some background information and answer any
questions they might have.

I requested a face to face meeting with the Principal several
months ago and she said it would not be beneficial until after my
childrens reviews had taken place. That occurred on June 1llth and
I again called from your office yesterday to make the same reguest.

I do hope this can be resolved before the start of school on September
9th so I can look forward to a non-traumatic entry into regular
grades for both of my children.

Yours sincerely,
Mary Somoza /%%%2337(5;?W4&LK

c.c. Kim Tiley - Washington - Judith Huemann - Ass.Sec.Special I
Dr. Frances Berko NYS Advocate for the Disabled
Allan Bergman - Cllen Gallagher-Holmes

Commissioner Elin Howe - Commissioner Anne Emerman,
Amy Goldman - Mr. Anthony Alvarado pistrict Superintendant

Dr. BeverlY Rainforth




Ms. Kim Tiley, Mary Somoza,
Room 197 - OEOB, 452 West 57th Street, #2E
Washington, D.C. New York, N.Y. 10019

August 31st 1993

Dear Ms. Tiley,

I wish I could be writing this letter to you with good news
about the up-coming entry of my daMghter Alba into a general
education class here in New York City.

As you can see by the enclosed letters, while technically
they are allowing my twin daughters to be integrated into a general
education class, the school principal is still doing all she can

to sabotage the successful outcome of this process. It is my
sincere feeling that the District Superintendant, Anthony Alvarado
is backing her in this decision. If New York City school authorities

are going to fight every parent who wants their child integrated
into the public school general education system, I am afraid we
remain in the position of being the worst State in America for
including disabled youngsters in mainstream education.

Unless the Federal and State government take action to curb
the overt abuse of power by these school officials, education in
general and the rights of disabled children will continue on a
downward spiral. Parents in New York State are completely demorallzed
with the public school system. While publicly espousing the need
for parent involvement in the schools, when parents do take an interest
in the improvement of the system, we are treated like trouble-makers
and outsiders.

I would ask you to relate this information to President Clinton.
I am also requesting that the President exercise his leadership
and authority through the U.S. Dept. of Education to assist us in
assuring that both Alba and Anastasia receive their rightful
inclusive education with all the neccessary and appropriate related
services and support.

I am looking forward to hearing from you and hope you had
a pleasant summer.

Sincerely,

Mary Somoza

c.c. Allan Bergman - Director of Governmental Activities - United
Cerebral Palsy - Washington



452 West 57th Street, #2E
"New York,
N.y.10019

[

June 5th 1993

Dear Mr. Bergman,

Yesterday morning |an engineer drove from Albany (4 hours)
to go to my childrens school to check equipment that had been
ordered for them from the Board of Education. I sent notes in
both childrens bags that he would be coming just to make sure
it hag been mounted proper .

He got to the school, signed in, went to the classroom and
1ntroduced himself to the teacher of Anastasia. She requested that
he let the pr1nc1pa1| Anna Switzer, know he was there. When he
introduced himself to the principal, she told him he could not
go to the childrens classroom. He explained that he only needed
to look at the mounting to make sure it would not collapse on any
of the children and it would take 5 minutes in each classroom. He
said he would do it at lunch-time when the children were in the yard.
She still refused tolallow him to do it. He called me at home
and I contacted Advocates for Children. After telephones back and
forth with Pheobe Redmond (the counsel to the Chancellor) and the
district superintendant Mr. Alvarado, they would only concede to
allow him in after 3jo'clock. The man had been at the school since
S a.m. and had other|work in New Jersey, he could not wait around
until; the end of the|day.

People go in and out of the school at will and this only
occurred because it is with my children. The principal of this
school is intent on aklng our lives as difficult as possible.

Do they not think about the children? I really do not understand
anymore. I also discovered that they are bringing my children
down and putting them on the bus at 2.15 p.m. when school does not
flnlsh until 3 p.m. I have told them on multiple occasions that

my children cannot b pulled out of class that early. Yesterday

I caught them "in the act" as I went to the school at 2.45 p.m.
andlm& girls had already left. It .takes 20 minutes to tie down
both wheelchalrs, load up their equipment and secure their computers.

We had Anastasias review on June 2nd. It did not go well.
They had invited the|l counsel to the Chancellor, Pheobe Redmond,
and I was really amaged at their lack of knowledge on inclusion.
It was obvious to me|that it is not being implemented at all in
New York City. Berause they do not know what inclusion means
and have not studied| the models, we were both speaking different
languages. They were unwilling to allow Anastasia to go to gym
with her class - "in| case she gets hit with a ball, or knocked
out of her wheelchair". When I pointed out that any kid could

|




o |
get hit with a ball,
also get knocked out
"concerned for my chi

on phy51ca1 therapy pull-outs.
in the morning before class,

to all three.

Then. we spoke a
teachers in the use
curriculum to Anastas
software choices and
this éervice, but ref]
grant) we have been u
yearsl The Board ofj
to my children in the
a pr1 ate person to d

and.1951st|on choosin
is that this technolaqg
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in the choice of a pe
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Board of Education.
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technologyﬂand how it
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over again. The b
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how it is affecting 4
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I really feel th
from scratch, there i
in New York City. T
they also have a tota

I will be going
happened on June 2nd
requeeted an impartia

I will let you XK

J

M

C.C. {Mr. Richard Ril

cincerely,

and at recess time in the schoolyard she could
of her chair, they suggested that I was not
lds safety". They also refused to compromise
I offered to let them do it early
after class or at home. They said no

bout a computer consultant to train aides and
of the sofisticated technology, adapting the
ias physical limitations through appropriate
use in the classroom. They agreed to provide
used to use the person that (through a private
sing for both of my children for the past four

Education has been unable to provide this service

past, and are aware that I have been paying
o it. They did not have the name of a person,
g their own person. The grave problem here
gy is so new and sofisticated, my childrens
mplicated that continuety is of vital importance
rson. The problem we have faced over the
azing turnover of people working for the

If every year they bring in someone new to
on is starting from zero and must learn the
works with the child. By the time they are
ds and we will get someone new and start all
ottom line is that the NYC BOE will only do

to by law, but with NO REGARD for outcomes and
he children. They are not willing to adapt

to fit the needs of the children.

at unless this whole system is reorganized

s little hope for inclusion to become a reality
hey are still living in the dark ages, and

1 disregard for Federal law.

8th however after what
very optimistic. I have

to Albas review on June
with Anastasia I am not
1 hearing for Anastasia.

now what happens on Tuesday,

ey, U.S. SEcretary of Education
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CHALSVAN, Thank you both very much for agresing 10 support the Somoza family in their quest
T tar Alba's inclusion in regular education with her age peers and with appropriate
ROk o supports and "related services". United Cerebral Palsy Associations Inc., has had a
MEODUNALD e relationship with the Somoza family for nearly five yaars and is totally committed 10
Ve et doing "whatever it takes” for both Alba and her sister, Anastasia, to lead "regular
- lives". including in thair public aducation praovidand by tha Naw York City Sehoals. Their
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mother, Mary Somoza, is a ieading advocate in New York State and beyond for total
inclusion for all children as well as for family support and health care reform. It may
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As we discussed, | am enclosing a packet of information on Alba as well as some
correspondance which will give you a flavor for the posture of the New York City
Schools. The School administration brought the legal counsel to the chancellor of the
district to Anastasia’s C.S.E. last week. The status of Alba’'s and Anastasia's
educational servicas is being monitored by the White Mouse and the Department of
Education as a resuit of Anastasia’s participation on Prasidant Clinton’s T.V. hour with
children on February 20th. In this regard, | am enclosing some of the newspaper clips
that appeared after the tolevision program.

Alba’'s C.S.E. is schaduled tor Tuesday June 8th at 9:00 A.M. at Intermediate
School 70, 330 West 18th Streat, Room 2720, New York City. | wauld encourags eachi
of you to calt Mary Somoza at {212) 307-9010 to work out the details of your pre-
mestungs. Mary has indicated that she would like hoth of you to have dinner with her
and har tamily on Monday evening. The addrass is 452 West 57th Street, #2E, New
York 10019, in casa the twn of you weuld ke to converse hafarghand, | am listing
your respective phaone numbers:

Beverly Rainforth
{w) (607)777-2727
{h) (807)723-7269

Amy Goldman
{w) (215) 204-3862
h) (809) 424-2847

Thank you again for making yourselves available 10 provide your expertise and
suppart to the Somaoza family. | look forward to hearing from you after the Tuesday

meeting.

Enclosures
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ALL IN

A tale of love and courageous struggle on behalf of disabled twins

THE FAMILY

One recent night in the West Side walkup of
the Somoza family, 9-vear-old twins Alba and Anastasia
are preoccupied with an important task: Anastasia is-
giving her teddy bear a physical, and she discovers a
twistin its leg. “Look, Mom,” she says to Marv Somoza.
“The teddy is disubled!”

Alba smiles and looks anew at her own stuffed
rabbit. The girls were born with cerebral palsy. stilling
their ability to walk, and in Alba’s more severe case, her
ahility to talk and use her hands.

But she can speak through a voice machine, and
asked how she will celebrate when she enters the third
grade with nondisabled pupils at Public School 234 in
Manhattan this week, the girl in the wheelchair with the
brown eyes and big smile says, I want to go shopping.”

In February, in a nationally televised “town meet-
ing” for children to question President Clinton,
Anastasia. instead of talkine about the environment or

By Joanna Molloy

can make a disabled kid miss a lot of class time. And she
insisted on support staff, like specialists who translate '
curriculum into lessons that disabled kids can under-
stand. “Mary,” says Ellen Gallagher Holmes, a lawyer
at Advocates for Children, ““is probably the most radical
person thev've dealt with.”

“Radical?” responds Somoza, surprised at the
characterization. “I’'m just a go-getter when it comes to
getting things my children need. Mavbe I have rubbed
people the wrong way, but when it comes to my
children’s rights, I'm just someone who won't back
down. And I found that with just a little more effort. |
could maybe change. things a bit for others as well.”

Mary, 45, came here 13 years ago from the tough
Kimmage section of Dublin, worlds away from her
husband, whose father, Anastasio, and grandfather.
Luis, were presidents of Nicaragua. His family — one
of the wealthiest in T atin America — nwned cattle.
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One recent night in the West Side walkup of
the Somoza family, 9-vear-old twins Alba and Anastasia
are preoccupied with an important task: Anastasia is
giving her teddv bear a physical, and she discovers a
twist in its leg. “Look, Mom,” she says to Mary Somoza.
“The teddy is disabled!™

Alba smiles and looks anew at her own stuffed
rabbit. The girls were born with cerebral palsy, stilling
their abifity to walk, and in Alba’s more severe case. her
ability to talk and use her hands.

But she can speak through a voice machine, and
asked how she will celebrate when she enters the third
grade with nondisabled pupils at Public School 234 in
Manhattan this week, the girl in the wheelchair with the
brown eyes and big smile says, “] want to go shopping.”

In February, in a nationally televised “town meet-
ing" for children to question President Clinton,
Anastasia, instead of talking about the environment or
world peace, asked the President to help get Alba out of
special education. “...The principal thinks that she can’t
do it because she can’t use her hands and she can’t
speak,” Anastasia, from her wheelchair, told Clinton.
“But she uses computers to speak and [ would like her
in a regular class, just like me.”

Anastasia’s plea was the public climax of a vears-long
struggle undertaken by the Somozas, a family who, when
confronted by inequalities in the school system that they
would not abide in their home, sought to change them.
Now, Alba’s presence in her new classroom could have
momentous implications for thousands of school kids in
New York and elsewhere.

From the beginning, three vears ago. Mary Somoza
didn’t like what she saw in Alba’s special-ed program
after Anastasia was allowed to enter a regular class.
“Both girls have a 132 1Q” — well above average — and
understand English and Spanish, she says in exasperated
tones. This year, she savs, Alba’s “teacher was nice
enough, but she had 12 children with 12 different types
of disabilities. She was sending home ‘cat-bat-sat’ for
homework. That’s when [ started to flip out. Alba was
falling way behind.”

A petite blond sparkler whose clothes sag because
she has lost |3 pounds doing battle, Mary has an Irish
lilt that has disarmed many a bureaucrat and lashed
others. After Alba’s first year in special ed, Mary and
her husband, Gerardo Somoza, a freelance celebrity

By Joanna Molloy

3

ALL EARS: Disney’'s Mickey Mouse introduces
himself to a very attentive Somoza clan.

photographer, began to challenge the school district’s
decision. “We didn’t even know we had the right to. at
first,” she says.

But once the Somozas discovered they did, the
school district found itself up against a formidable
adversary. She would track down some of the country’s
best-known experts on cerebral palsy and bring them to
its tiniest subcommittee meetings. She demanded there
be “no pullouts”™ — that her children not be removed
from academic lessons for the rehabilitation work that

can make a disabled kid miss a lot of class time. And she
insisted on support staff, like specialists who translate
curriculum into lessons that disabled kids can under-
stand. “Mary,” says Ellen Gallagher Holmes, u lawver
at Advocates for Children, “is probably the most radical
person they’ve dealt with.”

“Radical?” responds Somoza, surprised at the
characterization. “I'm just a go-getter when it comes 10
getting things my children need. Maybe I have rubbed
people the wrong wav, but when it comes to my
children’s rights. I'm just someone who won't back
down. And [ found that with just a little more effort. [
could maybe change things u bit for others as well.”

Mary, 45, came here 13 years ago from the tough
Kimmage section of Dublin, worlds away from her
husband, whose father, Anastasio. and grandfather,
Luis, were presidénts of Nicaragua. His family — one
of the wealthiest in Latin America — owned cattle
farms, plantations, and sugar mills all over the country.

“I grew up in luxury, and because it was Nicaragua it
was a kind of rough luxury, but it was beautiful,” says
Gerardo, sitting at the family’s large table in i roomy
but chaotic kitchen. Laundry hangs on a foldout rack,
and an accordion security gate on the fire escape has
been opened on this stifling day. The family lives on the
second floor of an old brownstone near 10th Ave. in
which the twins’ wheelchairs barely clear the narrow
hallway walls. There’s no elevator, and the doorbells
don’t work, but the family has managed to brighten up
what would otherwise be a dark, cramped railroad flat.
Gerardo’s photographs of the family line the walls next
to stern military portraits of his ancestors.

“We had purebred Andalusian and Arabian horses
on one of our farms,” Gerardo continues, as their eldest
child, Oliver, 10, climbs on Gerardo's lap to listen. “We
lived in a mansion that filled a square block in Managua.

“My grandfather had this one farm out on the beach
that was blocked off by a huge cliff that went out into
the ocean. There were mango trees all around, and
when the tide would go out we would go out clam-hunting
with machetes. That was paradise. It was called Monte
Le Mar. Today. the Sandinistas use it for a hotel.”

Gerardo, 37, was disinherited by his familv when he
broke with them politically in 1976 and left for New
York. Three years later, the left-wing Sandinistas took

continued on next page
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All in The Family
continued from page 15

over Nicaragua, and the Somozas tled
into exile, to Houston and Miami. His
estranged mother, [sabel, who Gerardo
says expected him to marry a social-
register type, wasn’t too happy with his
choice of a bride.

“1 think the family wanted him to
marry Princess Caroline, which I wasn’t,”
says Mary, who met Gerardo in New
York by way of a mutual friend. “We
clicked. Within 10 days of meeting, he
asked me to marry him.” :

Gerardo, whose earliest memory is of
the official photographer who would take
the presidential family portrait, ekes out
a living in the competitive world of papa-
razzi. The family has no health insurance
other than Medicare, and not all medical
costs are covered. When things got par-

ticularly desperate, Gerardo contacted
his mother and brothers and asked for
help with the twins’ medical bills. They

refused, Mary says.

It is a testament to the couple’s
strength of will that after having Oliver
and the twins, they planned their fourth
child, Gabriela, now 6. “There was an
imbalance, with two disabled girls on one

Christy Brown, the Irish writer afflicted
with cerebral palsy in “My Left Foot.”
Still, there are strains. The twins have
each had two major operations, and re-
ceive constant physical therapy to keep
their muscles malleable and to prevent
the dislocation cerebral palsy sometimes
causes. The physical effort of feeding,
bathing and dressing the quadriplegic
twins and their siblings in time for school
requires Mary to be up at 4:15 a.m. while

R4 ¥
SIBLING LOVE: Alba and Anastasia
are included in family fun.

Gerardo, home from night shoots usually
an hour or so before, sleeps.

Thé complexity of even the most
ordinary routines quickly becomes
evident as Mary and a state-provided
home health aide meet the school bus
one afternoon. First they must carry
Anastasia, then Alba, up the brown-
stone’s marble steps, and then up two
flights of stairs. They then repeat the trip,
carrying the girls’ motorized wheelchairs.

“It would be a lie if I told you it’s
been roses since the beginning,” says
Gerardo of the couple’s marriage. “We
collide at times, and we’ve had arguments
in front of the children. They’ll come
over to me and say, ‘she’s right,” or to her

stranger. When an emotional President
Clinton told Anastasia and the world, “I
think your sister should be given a chance,”
he apparently meant what he said.

“Our office has had a regular
dialogue with Mary, with the White
House and with Education Secretary
Dick Riley,” reports Allan Bergman,
director of state and federal relations for
United Cerebral Palsy. “His office was
asked by the President to stay on top of
this situation.”

A White House aide has checked in
periodically with the family, and Anastasia
recently received a letter from President
Clinton in which he wrote, “1 have asked
some people to look into your sister’s
school situation. I hope we can help.”

Though others feel the watchful eyes
of Washington, School District 2 spokes-
man Andrew Lachman insists that in the
district’s decision to transfer Alba, “There

was no direct or indirect contact from the

3

White House or the Dept. of Education.’
Somoza eyes that answer as warily as

anything else she is told by the schools.

“The school district just did not want to

do this inclusion,” she says, using another

term for the full-time “mainstreaming”
of kids with disabilities into regular
classes. “They don’t believe in it, and

because of the bottom line. “You get
twice as much money per kid in a special
education class, the way the state funding
formula is written,” she says. “Each
district gets about $18,000 per special-
education kid, $30,000 in some places,
and about $7,000 for a kid in a regular
class.” The city spent $2.2 billion on its
129,000 special-ed children last vear.

“You see the resources required to
help those two little girls,” says School
Board spokesman Bob Terte. “Multiply
that by one-hundred-something-thousand
and it becomes part of a major budget
issue. The problem is that when kids are
moved out of special ed, the district loses
the funding to provide the special ser-
vices they need to enable them to stay
alive in the mainstream.”

Holmes complains, *“New York has
been last in the country when it comes
to including children with disabilities,”
adding that the state has failed to comply
with federal guidelines on the issue.

“In Massachusetts, 59% of disabled
children are now in regular classes. In
Michigan it’s 46%. Vermont is a model
state, with 81.5%. But in New York, only
7% of all children with disabilities are
fully included. And parents in New York
are asking, why should my child have to
be labeled, segregated and stigmatized?”

Upon her election, new School Board
president Carol Gresser said the board
had to “take a hard look” at special ed

to see if it wasn’t just “a hopeless track.”

Mary Somoza, who has just been
appointed by Gov. Cuomo to be a state
advocate for disabled infants and todd-
lers, hopes her daughter’s case will
encourage other parents to fight for
inclusion on their children’s behalf. And
she’s still doing battle for her twins: this
time, to get Anastasia into gym class.

When the wisdom of such a move is
gingerly questioned, Mary blasts back:
“She can participate. Mavbe the kids are.
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ticularly desperate, Gerardo contacted
his mother and brothers and asked for
help with the twins’ medical bills. They
refused, Mary says.

It is a testament to the couple’s
strength of will that after having Oliver
and the twins, they planned their fourth
child, Gabriela, now 6. “There was an
imbalance, with two disabled girls on one
end and an able boy on the other,” Mary
says. “We were scared and we knew it
would be a lot of work, but this way, Oliver
and Gabriela can play together, and their
sisters can participate in their way.”

As if on cue, Gabriela’s small voice is
heard counting to 30. Oliver scrambles
through the apartment to the twins®
room, where books and toys vie for shelf
space, and dives behind a bed. Gabriela
runs in and finds him immediately, and
he tears over to Alba, setting off a giggle-
fest as he pretends to throttle her. “Did
you tell? Did you tell her where I was
hiding? You did, didn’t you?” he teases.

The equal treatment the Somozas
accord and demand of all their children
underlies their philosophy of how they
should be treated at school. The evidence
is in Gerardo’s photographs: the twins in
Communion dresses with Gabriela and
Oliver in Sunday best; Anastasia out of
the wheelchair, being held by Oliver as
they dance together; again with Oliver, in
a swimming pool; the twins at camp, and
again, tellingly, with actor Daniel Day-
Lewis shortly after his performance as

—

SIBLING LOVE: Alba and
are included in family fun.

Anastasia

Gerardo, home from night shoots usually
an hour or so before, sleeps.

The complexity of even the most
ordinary routines quickly becomes
evident as Mary and a state-provided
home health aide meet the school bus
one afternoon. First they must carry
Anastasia, then Alba, up the brown-
stone’s marble steps, and then up two
flights of stairs. They then repeat the trip,
carrying the girls’ motorized wheelchairs.

“It would be a lie if I told you it’s
been roses since the beginning,” says
Gerardo of the couple’s marriage. “We
collide at times, and we’ve had arguments
in front of the children. They’ll come
over to me and say, ‘she’s right,” or to her
and say, ‘he’s right, you know.””’

But both parents bring up countless
stories of friends, neighbors and even
strangers who have helped them along
the way. “I was alone here one night —
Gerardo was working — and I got a
telephone call from this woman,” Mary
recalls. “She said, ‘I’m from such-and-
such collection agency. Do you know you
have all these bills and you owe money to
all these doctors? ™

“I burst into tears on the phone,” says
Mary. “Here I am talking on the phone
at 10 o’clock at night with a perfect
stranger. I poured my heart out to her.

I was in such a state. In half an hour, the
woman was crying with me. She saw the
ages of the children on the record, she
saw all the operations they have had.

“She said, ‘Well, you know what? In
these stupid collection agencies some-
times files have a habit of falling off of
people’s desks into the garbage and
they’re never heard from again.” We
never did.”

But even more dramatic was the help
that came from another powerful

was no direct or indirect contact from the
White House or the Dept. of Education.”

Somoza eyes that answer as warily as
anything else she is told by the schools.
“The school district just did not want to
do this inclusion,” she says, using another
term for the full-time “mainstreaming”™
of kids with disabilities into regular
classes. “They don't believe in it, and
they don’t want it to work.”

The way inclusion can work, says
Somoza and other activists, is by having
additional teachers assigned to regular
classrooms. These so-called “consultant”
teachers would act as translators and
guides for kids with special needs, using
sign language, for example, in the case of
a deaf child. The consultant teacher
would be available to help other students
as well, they argue.

But some parents of able children
wonder if the increased presence of the
disabled and their aides in their kids’
classrooms might not weigh down the
learning process. And beyond that point,
the cost of these teachers is at issue.

“There is evidence to indicate that
the consultant-teacher system might cost
as much, but in some cases may definitely
cost less,” says Holmes, the children’s
advocate. “And the presence of a second
teacher in a classroom serves to bolster
the overall quality of education for all its
students.”

Holmes surmises that New York has
been reluctant to move toward inclusion

S Emamt o i ant e et

“In Massachusetts, 39% of disabled
children are now in regular classes. In
Michigan it’s 46%. Vermont is a model
state, with §1.5%. But in New York, only
7% of all children with disabilities are
fully included. And parents in New York
are asking, why should my child have to
be labeled, segregated and stigmatized?”

Upon her election, new School Board
president Carol Gresser said the board
had to “take a hard look™ at special ed
to see if it wasn’t just “a hopeless track.”

Mary Somoza, who has just been
appointed by Gov. Cuomo to be a state
advocate for disabled infants and todd-
lers, hopes her daughter’s case will
encourage other parents to fight for
inclusion on their children’s behalf. And
she’s still doing battle for her twins: this
time, to get Anastasia into gym class.

When the wisdom of such a move is
gingerly questioned, Mary blasts back:
“She can participate. Maybe the kids are
playing volleyball and they toss the ball to
her every so often. Or she can cheer
them on. Not everyone in gym class is
Michael Jordan. There’s the fat kid and
the kid with thick glasses. The kids’ll
work out a way to include her.

“The important thing is socializ-
ation. So that one day when they’re
grownups and they go out into the work
force, people who work alongside them
need not be fearful. People are only
fearful now because disabled children
are hidden away all the time. They soon
see they’re human beings. They have
hearts. People are great. Our kids go on
play dates and the kids are great and the
parents are great. It’s the system that
gets in the way.”

Spoken like a true radical. “Every-
body thinks I'm strong.”” Somoza says.
“But at the end of the day, I'm just a
mom. Sometimes [ feel sorry for myself
and wonder why we have to do it alone.
But then they do something else to my
kids. That’s when 1 get going again.” o

SRR AT RA N .

(Joanna Molioy is a Daily News staff writer.)
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MARY’ Somoza s long-runnmg dantof thenotonousSomozafam—

- firmly planted on her side. -She’ s

’ year-old daughter; was a blg hit

" with President Clinton. She was . ..

. watchmg, was completely capt :

- .ing up for her sister. ‘Ana
. sensation, and her mothe

““what mattersmost to her——equ

" said the tenacious, never-say-drey

. though they don’t look e

- Madrid, lived there' for. several. :

. New-York for a holiday whe

" of October, and were married on:

“I was named as an adviser be-

all the inadequacies in dealing

.- Mary. “New York is so bad in
. ‘enforcing the laws. - I used to
"' write reports to everyone, telling
them whiat was wrong and how it

us any moneys that she could pay ..
battle against the New York City " ily of Nicaragua. Hi§ grandfath
Board of Education on behalf of " was the dictator. ‘Anastasro who i+ Mary and Gerardo, who works. - us! -
her two handicapped daughters’. wasgunneddownbyrebelforces. ) asafreelancephotographer have ©. : The problems Mary has had
was never a matter of some ag- © but any miention.of. the' Somozas four.chrldren Oliver, 10, is the withthe New York City Board of
gressive woman fighting purely makes Mary’s Irish blood Bl ' i , Education center around the
for what she wants. . : Sheexplamsherhus i

Mary Somoza's war has been tory’—"he's been in;
waged with the law of the land " ' Americasincehe was
.12 and had nothmg to"
even gotacoupleofpeoplenamed :do with his family

b:

1y

her i up
Anastasia Somoza, Mary s 9-.

on - a‘- nationally-..
children's forum earlrer this yearA

twm sister Alba couldn
same school class as she:

vated at the sight of the little girl,:
afflicted with cerebral palsy, stick- N

Somoza became an instant

was well on her. way to achi §

ays managed on our
own.'. That's why I . . :
was upset when the press, staned «* The twms were born: wnh cere-
menuomng the Soriozas.”"
Mary.  “And I've been doing in- e, Gerardo- Somoza-received 4
terviews ever since to get a mes- -+ large intheritance fromi his father;

rights’for handicapped children
. “I was so proud of Anastasia,

‘larly. affected because she was in .. ways had a hard time keeping up
+.the womb for mne.mmutes with- - because she’s never been given

]

sage across to other families — whtchhesrgnedovertohxsmother " out oxygen. Alba can't® speak '/ the proper supports — required -
- it’s their nght to make sure that " to take care of; When he told his -.and is much moare delicate and . for handicapped children by law .-

their kids get into regular schools.*mother that he planned 6n marry- " frail -than :Anastasia, : Still, her ¥ “*-—=guch as special ¢ computers and-
with all the proper supports. e ing- Mary" she ‘voiced her resis- - brain is completely unaffected - a consultant teacher‘to help her.
our.kids are segxegated -how are _:tance and, thréatened to disinherif - : and both girls are enjoymg life to.

* adapt to the classroom :In other
they ever going to get along in’ hrm if he followed through with .~ the; full thanks to-their, mother, _Words she’s been.more or- less; -
socrety when they grow up?" i i

er specral education class, but
ause the' gtrl is so bright Mary:.,
. wants her'ina’ ‘regular general -
Dublin, and lived theré_
first seven years of her lifé

-“Oh, I'm lnsh ‘through”an
'through I'm very ‘proud of that,
she says. “My children are just asl
much Irish as they are L.atm. A

5 srsted Mary every step of the way
N for Mary s fight against the board -

. getalong with eachotherif they're -

When she was older she moved1o. | .

- fearful -of othei’ kids as long as
years and worked at a variety of '
jobs, including a stint at the Irish’ %
_problems in the long run.”

she met the man she was gomgt AT A e
. Hedid,andhe’s been estranged Mary Somoza is an unpard a
fromn.his mother and her foitune . viser on; handrcapped |ssue

‘Manhaltan would make one éx-
'hausted ‘Marygetsupat5a.m.to
" prepare’ breakfasts for-her four;*

Grvmg new meamngto eterm’
whirlwind ‘courtship, Mary’
Gerardo Somoza met on the 10th;

the 11th of November.

helpwrththemedrcal bllls."Mary passport and I'm advrsmg may- ~ plete. and total care,” she says. lt

Her husband is adlrectdescen- recalls "He told her not to grve -ors and govemors"' she laughs a takes her half an hour'to dress .

N

=

.- cause I became so savvy in the -
- system and became so aware of -

with: the handicapped,” says.’

could be fixed. I think the gover-
- nor and the mayor said we better
_bring this one on board because .
the doctors direct.” She refused.” : we don’t want to have her agamst'

schooling arrangements for her .

daughters Anastasra is maregu-‘--_"_ -
bral palsy, but Alba wis pamcu- _lar third grade class; but has.al-. ~

. educauon class just like any other .

o keptapan? ’l'heyallhaveto grow :
“.up/together. Children are not =

kids:."The tivins™ requu'e com- ..

each one, and both of them also
have tobe fed. " -~ . .
“After the kids get off to school

hit,” she says of her second floor
walkup.

The rest of the day is spent
doing normal chores —cleaning,
shopping and four loads of laun-
dry. “The girls drool and some-
times get messy so I change them

- twice a day.. [ always want my

girls to look pretty,” Mary says.
In the middle of all the activity
Mary also finds the time to keep

: up her battlo with the Board of Ed

on behalf of her. 2.
ters. Afterthe kids goto
bed at 8:00, she spends
the rest of the evening
- catching up on phone
calls and writing those
. reports "that prompted
" thecity and statetoname
. her as a special adviser.

- night or after. ;
. - Theapartmentthat the
Somozas live in doesn’t

quite a few muscles car-
rying wheelchairs up

; ,"stairs"a few timem cach
day. '

“The pace definitely
wears me down some-
times,” she says. “But
I'm 'a tough lrish
- woman. I'keep gomg
: REXEXET] ]
ANASTASIA'’S meeting wrth
President Clinton came about

- because of. her mother’s advo-

cacy. Each year Mary sends

.Christmas card pictures of her -

-.and down two flights of -

this place looks likeanatombomb -

_She gets to bed at mid- .

have an elevator, which’ .
means that = Mary .
. Somoza has developed. -

t’kids to various people working '

for the city and state “to let them-

". see what my life and my kids are

like,” she says." “I show up at

.thesé meetings all dressed up, but
: they really don’t know what my
‘ life is like when I'm at home.”

- In looking for children to par--

handrcapped child who wouldn’t

; be afraid to speak on live televi-_
’-“ “5There's a piétty logical reason’, “sion:” With a mother like Mary,

. thestate official figured Anastasia

““How are our kids ever going to » would be the perfect fit.
. Sureenough, ABCinterviewed -
Anastasra and were impressed -

- enough to want her for the show,
_"hosted by Peter Jennings.- But, as

hey know the story. If we segre-~ it turns out, Mary had to fight for
ate them there’s just gomg to bef that privilege too because a pro-
‘ ducer figured that it would be

ready told my daughter she would
be going to meet the President. I

Comlmml on M-

ticipate in the forum with the
- President ‘at the . White Hc ’
. ABC TV called a New York state
~official seeking an articulate

‘gz ouny ‘Aepsany ‘30I0A _stt

“ABC told me that at the Iast ;
- minute’'and I told them I had al-
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- But when it came down‘ '

fCourage ;_

Conhnued from pg.27

said, ‘You don twant e to
disappoint a young' girlina’
wheelchair, do you?'” The’
" ‘network mstantly relented.’

. On'the eve of the broad- "]

" cast, Anastasia’ asked ‘her
© . mom about what she should

“talk to the Presrdent about.

- I told her ‘that she’d be -

. speaking, for handlcapped
klds Just llke her‘ alt over.

should ask aboutt ues that
affect her."'.'; She' Wahted' ic

to it, Andstasia surprxsed

{ her mother by talking to the

* President about: her twin °
snster Thatcameaboutsrm-

60 25 Roosevelt Ave

Woods:de 'NY 11377

~ (71 8) 478 9016“
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,Ie from the

Contlnuod from g3
- months previous [ had been Cl n eWS Sf(] n d S
" talking to the school princi- . o
_pal on the phone about get-

“ting Alba into ‘a regular
" class. Iwasscreanungand._- -
yelling at her and saying I iAvenue -
was going to sueher.. - fiverue
- “Of course,” shesayswuh 52nd Street
‘a smile, ‘Anastasia could Landerbﬂt
hear"” everythmg, and the pue .
nextt.hmglknowshe stalk- St th Avenue L
.ing to the’ Presndent about L ;
lt'" Ny _, 3 .

Mary also got her chance
g 'to meet with both Clmtons
" after the broadcast,. and £ y
gives’ top “marks to both.
“Hillary is wonderful and ¥
so knowledgeable. - I told :
~-her-not to forget about us
when she was drawing up !
. her health care’ proposals. ﬁ;::ﬁg Sogh:.
‘And' I can’t say ‘enough hdS“l'reet et
-about. " the” =i

President. gz -
They’ vebothbeenwonder— adway -
C ful ’” R Id Street L
’ [ ,ondAvenue' '
: _ ******- adway
‘d Avenue

MARY and - her .two xgtonAvenue (56!h/57th sr
daughters have had good
niews come their way_re-
cently,certamly due mpa.rt g

begm fourth grademaregu- _
. lar class with a full 'variety ;‘ ccticit Avahio NW
-ofsuppons mcludmgaspe- TeetNW '
“cial" tutor.. and computer ;:‘tm’, , .
- equipment, And Alba will hsylvania Avenue ©
also be put into a regular gzlcf’cl" Avef'ue NW
third grade class withasimi- : R
ar round of supports.  nation co”
* Mary Somozacouldn’tbe !

- more pleased, but she in- 3 392747 7

tends to keep fighting and
keep advocating. - 7823388 L

A - _.I.ﬂ___.'...,,--._--._---_~ JCESRE, .‘.._,!w,_.-T-—'—.,._,._—.—_.———_..’.;_-W:

- -“We’ve been lucky, but 202'3322890

what all parents must re-
‘member-is ‘that I've done,

lbngk?"z%::wﬂ Ac,'f.' nothmg special. I've just YOU

|.s|m, 1?::1 %‘Jiﬂ!ﬁ"}‘cﬁ’ : stuck up for the rights of '

_ my children, and they must

- "'340“:: rememberto do the same.” é we “
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July 23,24, & 25

In the Berea Fairgrounds, Berea

o Danc:ng Mur;
o Noreen Conway&t

.".'_};'_'f_ Hours Frlday, Spm Midr

SPECIAI. HOTEL RATES Hoh
' . Roof Inn, call 1 (8

Hartey Hotels 1 (800) 321-2
please




,s cahcos Vctonan laoes in slock. :
abor. for qmlts bumpers plllows &»',_-:'
ents. S e

TS Health 'responded llus way: A\
X ubjcct 0] 1l_1e fair

lo)

_ members of lhe coahUOn
“have bcen stung by -accusations of preju-
- dice, but those I spoke with voiced a genuine
concern, both aboul lhe problem's besemng

The coalmon inits position paper calls

for a moratonum on any addmonal socral

' CmdyFreldmuuermsnsts “OMH’ shbusmg
1S not saluraung the Upper West Side: " L

By Cofhen'ne Hausman .

. about the Somoza lwms Anaslasra’and

8 Alba both of whom are disabled and use
T wheclchalrs and Anaslasna s plea 'to
- "President Clmton that hcr lwm sister, who

: 10 join! herina gcneral educauon classroom
“ather school, PS 234 in Tnbeca Presrdcm
-".Clinton said lhat he could do nothmg as -
' Presndenlbulsuggestcdsheask lhcpnncnpal
- of the s¢hool o help.” Nothing changcd

8 yearly mceting bcfore the committce for o
" Specnal Education (CSE), at whrch they

- molher Mary Somo7a ‘a formldable ad-
3 vocale for her dau ghler s ngth came pre-
_parcd for baulc "To hcr great relicf, the
" commiittee agreed to comply with State arid
-“Federal law which states that children with

j_~"_',( cnvrronmcm wnh the necessary suppor
T Allhough Anaslasla and Alba wxll not ac

' consulwnl lcaehcr avallable to support the
‘| head teacher. v . -

can’t speak for the olhercnlyagencxes "But
that’s part of the problem — the city s social |+ =

X

" EDUCATION

ANAS TASIA GE TS

- HER WISH:

A Victory For
i -'.Incluswn;-:

Previously, they have been
unwillingtouse consultant teacher services
ina systemauc way o enable ths to hap-
pen. ..o,
- *Alba i is a chlld wuh severe drfﬁcumes
who was gramed placémem wrth Lhe extra
v
suppons and servrces she needs —a very
important preccdem How can’a “school
deny any, otherchlld lhe opportumty tobe in
a general education classroom since, they
have essenually acknowledged lhat ths is
_what the State and cheral law requxres
them to do? i
“In short,” says Gallagher Holmes :
movmg the services with the child is ulti-
malely more cost-effective, “because you
enrich_the gcneral educauon classroom
"Alba’ will no longer be pulled out in the
middle of a social studies or math lesson to
.haveph ysical orspecch therapy; she wrll be -
abletoparucrpatemorefullym theacademrc
and social life of the classroom -
~-What convmced Lhe powers Lhat be to
change Lherr mmd” Cenamly lhe media
4 had

. classrooms.
Wc have wnucn l' requenu yin Lhese pages

.usesacompulerio commun lcate beallowcd

A fcw wccks ago Alba was up for hcr

dccnde whal her lndnvndual Education Plan -
for lhc followmg year. “will ‘be. - Alba's

dnsab:hucs are enutlcd oa frce and ap-.

s

Know how Lo use: lhe ednsulmnl '[‘eacher-_
‘model = “lhey didn’ lknow how to write it
.up.” ~And thirdly; if they went, before an
_rmparual hearmg officer, they knew that -
“they would probably lose. “If you look at
the language of the law (Pl- 142, the Chil-
dren with Disabilities Act) and think about
able 16 move with her).” The Board of  the intent; this is what Congress wanted —
Educauon will continue 10 provndea para-;.children. should be in the least restricted
prol‘cssnonal and a communications spe-""(and lcast- segregaled) cnvrronment pos-
cialist to assist Alba in the usc of her com-  sible.”
putcr which allows her to “speak™ and do Advocales for Chlldren expecls o see
her work. In addition, there will be a morecasescome before the CSEchallenging
" the cily toimplement the consultant teacher
modcl. Gradually,New York City’s special
cducation system, the most segregated in
the nation, will conform to the law and
provide a better education — and a more
hopeful future for children with disabilities.
Anaslasia and Alba Somoza will have been
some of its carliest pioneers. - |

lually be in'the same classroom (Anaslasra',
s gomg ahcad (0'dth gradc ifi Scplcmber
WhllC Alba will bema3rdgmde classroom),
Alba wnll finally be in a general cducation
,classroom with otlict children who are not
"disabled. (Alba has a best friend from her
old classroom and the hope is thathe will be

_Ellen Gallagher-Holmes an auomey at
'Advocalcs For Children here in the city,
“says this is a slgmﬁcam brcaklhrough
“Wwe're dcahng iwith a stalc and city that
'havc rouuncly ‘denicd chlldrcn with dis-
abllmcs mcmbcrshnp in gcncral cducation

services are noi coardinated. A<a resulL the | .~




Mr. Jack Colombo,

Chairperson,

Committee on Special Education,
330 WEst 18th STreet,

New York,

N.Y. 10010

Mary Somoza,

452 WEst 57th sTreet, 2L
New York,

N.Y.10019

September 2nd 1993

Dear Mr. Colombo,

As per my telephone call to your office to-day I am confirming
September 13th 1993 at 9 a.m. as the date for the IEP review
meeting.

I would be grateful if you could let me know at your
earliest convenience if your Inclusion team (all the persons who

will be working with Alba and Anastasia - consultant teachers,
therapists, general ed teachers etc.,) will be meeting to come
up with an implementation plan. If so, I would like to be part

of that group when they meet.

I would also like to know if anything has been worked out
about adapting the curriculum for each individual child. I have
still not received a copy of the curriculum which I requested at
our June 11th meeting, and I really would like to receive that as
soon as possible.

I have also not heard anything about the request I made by
telephone to have a meeting with the Principal, Ms. Switzer at P.S.
234 before the start of school.

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience
SO you can clarify all of the above mentioned information.

Sincerely,

[ (/
/[: L / (’V\ (, /7,"'(,/"'\";) ¢

Mary Somoza N\

c.c. Advocates for Children

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
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from V\hshington

Rep. Major R. Owens (NY) testified at a House hearing
on the telecommunications infrastructure: “Our future
electronic village must contain no barriers; the frontier of the
telecommunity must be open to every American, we must
ensure that no gateway is closed to any user based on color, sex,
race, religion or disability.”
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DDPC FOCUSES ON FAMILY SUPPORT

During the past few months, the
ew York State Developmental
visabilities Planning Council
JDPC) has sponsored a series of
ictivities on the topic of Family

support.

Now that the Family Support
.egislation has been passed, the
task of implementing the intent of
ihat taw still needs to be addressed.

Considerable progress has been

nade toward this implementation,
since the iaw was passed in August
992. Commissioner Howe and her
taff are to be commended for their
tforts to actively involve parents in
e planning of family supports and
 developing more effective ways
. provide assistance to families.

Family Support
Councils have now
been established at ali
21 DDSOs

The Commissioner’s Family Sup-
ort Advisory Council, now known
s the Consumer Council, has
zen expanded to include repre-
entatives from each DDSO Family
:upport Council. Family Support
‘ouncils have now been established
t all 21 DDSOs, and are in the
rocess of identifying the needs of
imilies in their regions, developing
riorities for funding family sup-
orts, and reviewing and awarding
rants to meet identified needs.

On April 20 and 21, 1993, the
DPC, in cooperation with the Office

of Mental Retardation/ Develop-
mental Disabilities (OMRDD), spon-
sored a two-day seminar in Albany
on the role of these Family Support
Councils. Attending the seminar
were the Directors and Family Sup-
port Coordinators of each DDSO,
and a parent member of their
Council.

This seminar was a direct result
of the need identified eariler this
year by the Commissioner’s Coun-
cii to provide informaiion and
assistance to the local Councils to
help them become more effective
in carrying out their role.

On May 21 and 22, 1993, the
DDPC cosponsored the North East
Family Support Confarence held in
Albany in cooperation with the
Human Services Research Institute
in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Parents and professionals from six
states met to hear national '‘ex-
perts’ in the field discuss issues
relating to the provision of family
supports. Several of the ‘‘gradu-
ates’’ of the DDPC's training
projects attended and also served
as presenters.

On June 4, 1993, a Family Sup-
port Seminar was sponsored by the
DDPC for parent members of the
Family Support Councils of the five
boroughs of New York City. Approx-
imately 70 individuals participated
in that meeting which was held at
Manhattan Developmental Services
Office on Morton Street.

The meeting was held in
response to a ¢ ~zc. ) voiced by a

parent from New York City that so
many conferences were held in
Albany and not accessible to many
parents in the city.

information from the Albany con-
ferences was shared, and discus-
sions held on the Family Suppont
legislation, the provision of family
supports and the role of the Family
Support Councils.

The DDPC and OMRDD are in
the process of planning a series of
regionai training programs ior ine
local councils to be held in the Fall
1933

GET INVOLVED. ..

We urge you to become
involved in your local Council.

Call the Family Support Coordin-
ator at your DDSO for more
information.
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yDPC honors Anastasia Somoza for Jr. Achievement

At its annual meeting, the DDPC
0 presented a Junior Achieve-
:nt Award to Anastasia Somoza
representing New York State on
2 national TV show of the meeting
children with President Clinton in
sruary, 1993. Anastasia captured
ie hearts of the nation when she
;ked President Clinton to help her
4in sister, Alba, become included
y a regular class in September.
Both nine-year-old girls have
Serebral Palsy, and Anastasia has
yeen doing well in a regular third
grade, but her sister was denied in-
clusion because of her more severe
disabilities.
Anastasia's advocacy for inclu-
sion will benefit children and
families all over the country.

Anastasia gets her wish

As a result of Anastasia's TV ap-
pearance, we are pleased to in-
form you that on une 8, 1953, the
school did agree to have Alba be
included in a regular grade next
semester.

Alba will be receiving the follow-
ing support services: two hours per
day of consultant teacher services;
10 hours a week of a special educa-
tion teacher providing direct or in-
direct services; participation in a
regular physical education program;
an evaluation for a moteorized
wheelchair; a computer for use in
the home and a 12-month program.
All supports and therapies wiil be
provided in the regular classroom.

“ . .it’s for all children
with disabilities. ]
hope other parents will
read about this and

ask.” Mary Somoza

This situation demonstrates that
chitdren with disabitities cannot be
denied placement in a regular
classroom if they can be educated
there through the use of needed

erinnarte

“This wasn't just for Anastasia
and Alba, it’s for all children with
disapilities,” said Mary Somoza, the
girls’ mother, as she spoke of her
battles with the bureaucracy.

“I hope other parents will read
about this and ask.”

Allan Bergman of the National
United Cerebral Palsy Association
stated: "‘We're part of the way
home. The school district has
recognized that Alba has the right
to take her place among her peers.
This needs to be the precedent
now, for other kids' parents to re-
quest inclusion.”

Letters to the President
The following is a copy of the
letter Mary Somoza wrote to Presi-
dent Clinton:
June 11, 1993
Dear President Clintan:

Words cannot express my
graviude for your interest in my
child’s school situation. | think the
decision of the New York City Board
of Education to allow Alba in a
regular education class in
September, with full supports, is
definitely a step in the right
direction.

As you know we have a long way
to go in New York. Your interest has
sent a message to parents like
myself that you are the true Presi-
dent of Inclusion. 1 do not think that
anyone who has witnessed that
wonderful moment with you and
Anastasia could have doubted that
you would not do your best to heip
her. And you most certainly :id!

As a mother, | thank you from the
bottom of my heart and as a parent
advacate | look forward to the day
when al/ children with disabilities
are included in the schools
alongside their non-disabled peers.
With the support you have shown,
and hopefully will continue to show,
that dream could become a reality.
God Bless You!

Sincerely,

Mars QAamnra

The following is a copy of thi
letter written by Anastasia on he
computer:

June 12, 1990
Dear Mr. President:

My mom went to a meeting ot
Tuesday and they told her Alba, m:
twin sister, can go to a regular clas:
in September. We are both very
very happy. | would really like tc
thank you because you said yot
would try to help and you did.

My whole family is very proud ¢
what you did. | see you on TV a Ic
and it reminds me of when | met you

| got an award yesterday as
young advocate of the year. it's fo
helping pecple with disabilities, bu
I think you should have got it. I thin
you are a great president and | wi!
vote for you when | grow up.

I«Jvo%s and LOs O Lav,
“TYVAC ,

3rd Anniversary foi
signing of ADA

July 25th marked the third an
niversary of the signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act
The day was remembered wit!
marches and rallies.

In New York City, participant:
marched from 42nd Street anc
Madison Avenue to Madiso!
Square Park at 26th Street, bet
ween Madison and Fifth Avenue.

Guests included Clevelant
Robinson, Justin Dart, and Jud
Heumann. The day was capped b
performances by the Natione
Theather & Onyx Theater of th
Deaf, Streetsingers, and Johnn
Crescendo, with M.C. Henr

HalAon



