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With Clinton as ally, girl can join sister in school 
By TO ULA VLAHOU 
Special to The Herald 

NEW YORK - Maybe he 
hasn't kept some other promises, 
but as far as Anastasia Somoza is 
concerned, President Clinton 
kept his word to her. 

The disabled 9-year-old says 
that with the president's help, her 
twin sister, Alba, will attend rt!g­
ular school classes next fall and 
no longer be in a special educa­
tion class because of cerebral 
palsy. 

"I just thought it was going to 
happen and it did," said Anasta­
sia, a relative of Nicaragua's 
Somoza dynasty. "I would say [to 
Clinton], 'Thank you for helping 
get Alba into regular class and 
helping my mom, and I am very 
happy that it happened.' " 

Anastasia captured the 
nation's attention in February 
during a televised question-and­
answer session with children in 
the White House when she unex­
pectedly asked Clinton to help 
transfer Alba to a regular class. 

"She uses computers to speak 
and I would like her to be in a 
regular classroom just like me," 
she told Clinton, who said his 
staff would look into her request. 

Her plea earned her fame as an 
inspiring young advocate and 
focused attention on the issue of 
"mainstreaming" disabled kids 
in regular classrooms. 

Anastasia and Alba have cere­
bral palsy and spend much of 
their time in wheelchairs. Alba's 
disabilities are more severe. She 
cannot speak, is less mobile than 
Anastasia and uses a computer 
with a chin switch to communi-

'She uses computers to 
speak and I would like 
her to be in a regular 
classroom just like 
me. 

ANASTASIA SOMOZA, 
in her request to Clinton 

cate. Her IQ, however, matches 
her sister's. 

Last week, after a 31h-month 
review, school officials decided 
Alba could move to regular 
classes with support services that 
will include equipment and sev­
eral professionals, from thera­
pists to experts,· who will adapt 
the class curriculum to special 
computers. 

Alba will attend third grade 
and Anastasia fourth grade. 
School officials could not say 
how much it will cost -to provide 
the services. 

The family believes coaxing 
from the White House resulted in 
their victory. School officials 
deny it. 

"We did what was the right 
educational decision," said 
Andrew Lachman, spokesman 
for Community School District 
2, which oversees the twins' pub­
lic school in Manhattan. 

Lachman said 37 other chil­
dren receive similar services. 

During the review period, the 
twins' parents, Gerardo and 
Mary Somoza, found hope in the 
occasional telephone call from 

TOULA VLAHOU 

SUCCESS: Anastasia Somoza's sister, Alba, will join her in regular classes next school year. Anastasia 
here is pictured with her mom, Mary, and Alba with her dad, Gerardo. 

the White House. And then ear­
lier this month a handwritten let­
ter addressed to Anastasia 
arrived from the president. 

"I have spoken to some people 
about your sister's school sirna-

tion. I -hope we can help," Clin­
ton wrote. Anastasia had 
received two previous letters 
from Clinton's secretary. 

In their cramped Manhattan 
apartment, where shelves are 

stocked with clothes and books, 
the twins require much of their 
parents' attention and energy. 
Even the most mundane activity, 
such as watching television, 
requires preparation. A floor mat 

is spread out, pillows are stacked 
around the mat, seats ' are. 
assigned and Alba in carefully: 
placed in the center so she can -
watch TV without straining her: 
back or neck. 

The Somozas have two other 
children, Oliver, . 10, ; and 
Gabriella, 6, who are both 
healthy. ' 

Family ties -,, 
Gerardo, a celebrity 'photogra­

pher, is the nephew of'f9rmer 
Nicaraguan ruler.Gen. Anastasio 
Somoza, who fled the country,in 
1979 during a civil war. · 

Gerardo, who emigrated in 
196 7, is estranged from his 
mother and siblings, including a 
brother who lives in Miami. The 
family, he said, fought over the 
distribution of the family estate. 
He said he was disinherited when 
he was refused his share of the 
money. 

The reason, he suspects, is 
because he married Irish-born 
Mary. 

"They thought she was a gold 
digger," he said. 

But Mary Somoza says the 
family managed without the 
Somoza money, even though 
there were times when it was des­
perately needed. 

She hopes her daughters' vic­
tory will help other disabled chil-
dren. _ 

"I feel truly elated that they 
have taken this step .... The next· 
step is that it happens for aB_chil­
dren with disabilities who: are 
now segregated. They must give -
it to all children with disabilities 
because it is their legal righ~.~· 

The misunderstood Pat Nixon behind the ima2e '· 



The Hon.Governor Mario Cuomo, 
The Executive Office, 
Albany, 
New York 

August 31st 1993 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 

Mary Somoza, 
452 West 57th Street, #2E 
New York, 
N.Y. 10019 
( 212) 307-9010 

I am writing to you to request your support on an issue that 
is of vital importance to parents of children with disabilities in 
the State of New York. I am sure you are well aware that we have 
the worst reputation in the United States statistically, for including 
children with disabilities in general education classes in the 
public school system. 

In February of this year, my daughter Anastasia was one of 
forty children invited to the White House to participate in a 
nationally televised program "Answering Childrens Questions". 
Anastasias question to President Clinton was "why her twin sister 
Alba, who is just as bright as she is but cannot talk, could not 
be in a regular class - just like her". 

The White House did intervene via the U.S. Secretary of 
Education and we obtained legal documentation for Alba to enter 
a general education class in September. However, there the fairy 
tale ends. The New York City Board of Education is sistematically 
trying to sabotage our recent victory. (See enclosed copies) 

Parents in this state, and particularly those of children 
with disabilities are thoroughly demoralized with the public school 
system. Their power is awesome, and they answer to no-one. 
Something drastic needs to be done by our State legislature to take 
away this power. 

Inclusion is a movement that is being successfully implemented 
all over the country. With the signing of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act disabled adults and children can no, longer be 
discriminated against in the workplace, and most importantly, for the 
future, in the schools. I urge you to make public your support 
for the inclusion of all children with disabilities into the main­
stream of general education in New York State. 

It has been a pleasure to serve on your State Advisory Boards 
at OMRDD and Early Intervention over the past few years. 
I look forward to hearing from you, 

Sinceff~ c 
Mary~~o~~~ 



Mrs. Mary Somoza 
452 West 57th Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Mrs. Somoza: 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007 

July 20, 1993 

Congratulations on your recently won victory with the Board of Education. Your 
perseverance and determination to obtain an integrated, mainstream education for your 
daughters Anastasia and Alba is nothing short of precedent setting. You have provided a 
model for all parents who want the very best education for their children. 

I have fond memories of meeting you and your daughter Anastasia at the 1991 
Special Olympics reception at Gracie Mansion, and seeing you again with your son Oliver 
at the 1992 St. Patrick's Day breakfast at the Mansion. I have valued your efforts and 
participation both on my Borough President's Disability Advisory Committee and my Office 
for People with Disabilities Advisory Committee. 

On behalf of eight million New Yorkers, please accept my best wishes for continued 
success. 

Sincerely, 

David N. Dinkins 
MAYOR 



'!'he Hon. Mayor David Dinkins, 
City Hall, 
New York City 

August 28th 1993 

Dear Mayor Dinkins, 

Mary Somoza, 
452 West 57th ST, 
i\pt. 2E 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

It was with deep appreciation I received your letter of 
support regarding our recent victory with the Board of Education. 
Your kind remarks at the August 10th reception at Gracie Mansion 
were very encouraging to me and my family. 

However, as you will see by the enclosed letters, we are 
still encountering opposition to the successful integration of 
our children. As you well l·:no\-1 1 many in the schools leadership 
roles place more importance in politics then in the education of 
New York City's children. 

New York State has for years flagrantly violated federal 
laws in segregating students with disabilities. Even though 
we have the law on our side, as far as school authorities are 
concerned, it mal<:es little difference to them, they do as they 
please regardless. With the signing of ADA in 1990 and the 
education (federal) laws now in place, we can no longer tolerate 
this discrimination in our schools. 

President Clinton recently proved his committment to Inclusion 
to this family in particular, and families around the country who 
are following my case. I urge you, as our Mayor, to take a 
comparable position in favor of inclusion. 

I wish you the best of luck in the up-coming elections and 
once again send you my kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

)
1// (' 
If ~·1~/~/,:}t·(tf?:·r 

Mary s9/ioza 

c.c. The White House - President Clinton 
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August 7.lst l'J93 
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AUl~ 2 S 1~93 

Dear Mr:. Col.ombo, 
I l-·--·-·-·--· ... J 

C:.i:.1.11:t:lcr1· · 1,d.1.' .. 1~;,~1.:,. 

I ·----~..:.i...:' _____ _J 

I rect~.i.vc~d Llic~ (.'0!__1ic::-; of .l\.lb."J .-J11c"~ .r..r1::1~.1-.:·1~;ir] '.:;on~ 1'J:.-: .. ~1'~; rr·i)':~: un 

August 20th. Con~;ici1:?ring our revi<~w 1n'"eting tuoi( ['lace on .Ju11e 
ll.th th.it w,):'; qui.!~1~ .·1 lonu r•cri.r">cl iii t·.1.mc• :~or wo11\1I .:ippri:( __ ·i .. 1Lc 

your co-operC1tion in assis~ing me with my following requests. 

I !lave ~;ent copies of the JLP to 111;.· con.c_;u.J.tt:ints who will ass1~1~ 111l': 

.in makinq any 1;h,;i11~1c~:; 1-1e fr~cl ciP!JOpri.:1t:i:- for t:1r: r:l1ilclr1-'11. 

estirn.::ite l1avi1H1 l".11c:i r i11put. by tl11:: •::1111 oC tl1i~~ wvcl·:. •1oul.._:! 11,.-.1:? 

to make an ~1ppoi11t:ment with th1:c c::i: 1·.1e>dlll to SJO ovcc tlle rr:1i li[l:ei1· 1 ~ 

tl 1 c s t a t" t·, o f .·~ c h u u 1 . r w ci u 1 d .:1 I. '.o \J i. i 1-: c t o i·. n o w ( a s ill. c u r r:I c cl i 1 i r: i 1 , . 

review meetirv1) n1y childce11~~ cl..'1s.s ul.ace111c11ts, ~1.:1rnc of te~1cl1ec, 1~L.:1:~':·: 
::: i :·. e , 111 c.l 1 r 1·. I 1 r-~ I>:: .~1cI11'' r 11; 1 ::; :1 11 v 1:; .--: ).! c~ r· i r: 111_· 10 w i. t l 1 d i :·: ,:1), l ,_: il c I 1 i 1. cl r l: 11 . 

\l1~for-e :';chonl :;t:11.-Lo; ·.,..·,=1ulcl l ik1~ to 1111_.eL hcic:fl.y wi t\1 tl1u:;.-~ l".1c:,:1 1 .~·l1 1 .·1:: 

.c:~o 111ay ·JiV•: L\11:>111 :';r«111r: inf:c.·1-111.:it-.i1~i11 which will. .:tci:'":-.i::o~. Ll1t~111, ::·~1r-i.1,_11!-

ar.Lv wit\1 :\!i.1,·1, 111 t\11.~ tr,)11:,it.iu11 ;11~·r·iur.J_ :\::: t\1e :::choo.1 pi:1111_·1p .. 1\ 

h.'1::; r:\1~cirlc:cl 111.>L I,\) ,:1J \.01-1 t;l1c r 1 :·1·:cci1;11:11:r1cJ;·1tio11:'~ of tl1r: r.·c·view 1·.c,:1111 - (· .. \·.! 
._, 1 .. ·1 .•. \~.,J·,.Lo hi:: i.111pl.e1111_:11Led (,:1!.I.ow :\ll:·a 1·. 1:i b1_· lw\cl l:,.-11~~-. 011c ·.-1:· .. 11. :::u :·:h1_· <:.:111 

t·.r.-,'111:';1 t il:i11 i r1t·.1i .1 1·t:·1.111l.-1r ... 1r:1,!1:· ,.-1:1 ;:-: Yii t·.h :1 1·.1:::.11~!1,._·1· ·~·111, lr111:i1-1" 111 1 

1·11 i L d r 1.: 11 w I 11, 1-. 111 1 w hr~· 1.· .:1 11 d 1.111..' r •.: r r:i r •c: "' 1 v 1.: I 1 L: r .. 1 <.:I 1.1111·1.· 1.,, , .-..1 t:.< __ · 11 11 1 .. 
on th·~ :1c,:1dc111 i. c: :~ 1-: i 11 ::: sh 1~ 1. o ::; r. w \ 1 i. 1. 1:: i. n .~ :c: '-~CJ L. a t: 1.·: J ,·_: l .:1 ::; : ; ) ;J r 1 t: i ,_. i p .-1 !·. 

resista:1cc t:.<1 th•.~ ~;uc::ccssful out.come uf thi.s pcoc1:;s::; fur 111y cl.~1lHJlit:1_·r:. 

It i:.:; 111y 1111cle1~st.:111ding th;1t Di::;tr·iL·t 'is backin~1 t.lw \'ri11cip.:t.I::; 

cl t:"..' c i s i on , ma y b E' v o u co LI l d c J :1 r i f y t t 1 z1 t r or !fl e i. n w r i t i n ~.! . 

Tn ;1 brir:>[ uv<C•rvir:"w of the TEP'::; r":iLicecl there \-1as r10 1~q1.1tp111011L 1·::1· 

[ o r !\ n ,1 :'; t a c,; i a , n o me n t i o ll o f t. he S t .~1 ll cl e r ~: w i t h w h i c h T p r <J ._. i cl e d / o u 
pre c r i. p t i on s t. It re e months z1 '] o , .) n d ll o m c n t i crn o f tho e v <:d LI a t i on r u r 

t h e 1n o t o r i. :". e cl w h e e l c h a i r s a c c o r cl 1:~ cJ r o r b o t h g i c J s r o r ::: c h o o l . ·,,; i l l 
h a n cl d r.~ l i v e r '! o u p r e :=: c r i p t i o n s r o r mo L o r i ;.-, e d w he E! l ch a i r s t u - 111 o r r o \·i • 

( Ii U ~I LI ::; t. 2 4 t 11 ) . 

would apprl:!ci:.1te an immecJiate 
a cc om p l i s h t he s c r e q u e s t s be f o r 1~ 

Si ncer:»zf.f,n1£cy 
Mary Somoza 

1. c: p L y t u t 11 i ::; 
thr: stcirt of 

c_c. ,Judi th f ! P. um an - \·J ash i n g ton 
Dr . r: e v r~ r 1 y I< a i n f o r t h 
Ms. /\rnr Coldrnan 
Mr. /1.lan Uec~Jman 

l e t. Le r ~; o w L' 111 ·1 y 
the ::ochoo1 ye.:ir. 



Mr. Jack Colombo, 
Chairperson, 
Committee on Special Education, 
330 West 18th Street, 
New York, N.Y.10011 

August 26th 1993 

Dear Mr. Colombo, 

Mary Somoza, 
452 \'lest 57th STreet, :/f2E 
ill e w Y o r i< , N • Y . l 0 0 .l 9 
(212) 307-9010 

Thank you for meeting with me yesterday morning and giving rne 
the evaluation forms for my childrens motorized wheelchairs for 
use in school. 

However , I mus t a cl mi t 1 w a s ex tr 1::' 111e1 y d i sap pointed to he a r 
that the Principal of my childrens school, Ms. Anna Switzer, has 
t o l d y o u s h e i s r e f u s i n g t o a 11 o 1v J11 e t o lll e e t w i t h rn y ch i l cl r e n s 
designat,ed teachers before the stact of school as well as the other 
requests I made to you in my letter of August 21st. You told me 
her reasoning was that she would concedr.=! nothing that "other parents" 
of regular education children were entitled to. I would be grateful 
if you could clarify for me if it is a ruling in the New York City 
U o a r d o f i:: cl u c a t i o n f or pa r e n t s n o t t o b e I~ o 1 cJ t h e i r r::: h i J cl s c l a s s 
placement and name of teacher before the first day of school. 

\,,r h e t h e r t h i s b e a f a c t o r n o t , i I: i s v i t a l t h a t M s . S w i t z e r 
be 111 a d e a w a r e t h a t I~ I 1 i s i s 11 o t " t: e g u L:i r ::; i t u .::i t i o n • . T h e s e a r e 
t w o q u a d r e p l e ~I i c y o u n g s t e r s , o n e o f 1v h o m i s n o n - v e r b a l a n d u s i n g 
highly sofisticated technology to communicate. Explaining Uie 
nature of their disability to their non-disabled peers is a 
pedagogically sound practice and used throughout this country in 
transitioning disabled children into general education. It will be 
of the utmost benefit to my children, their classmates and the teacher 
for me to br~ able to meet with the teacher prior to the commencement 
of classes to give them some background information and answer any 
questions they might have. 

I requested a face to face meeting with the Principal several 
1nonths ago and she said it would not be beneficial until after my 
c h i 1 d r e n s r e v i e w s 11 a cl t a I<: e n p l a c e . 'I' h a t o c c u r r e ci o n J u n e l l t h a n d 
I again called from your office yesterday to make the same request. 
I do hope this can be resolved before the start of school on Septernber 
9th so I can look forward to a non-traumatic entry into regular 
grades for both of my children. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mary Somoza m~ ~ 
c. c. Kim Tiley - Washington Judith Huemann - Ass.Sec.Special 

Dr. frances Berka NYS Advocate for the Disabled 
Allan Bergman Ellen Gallagher-Holmes 
Commissioner Elin Howe Commissioner Anne Ernerman, 
Amy Goldrnan Mr. Anthony A1varaclo Distr.ict Superintendant 
or. Beverly Rainforth 



Mary Somoza, Ms. Kim Tiley, 
Room 197 - OEOB, 
Washington, D.c. 

452 West 57th Street, #2E 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

August 31st 1993 

Dear Ms. Tiley, 

I wish I could be writing this letter to you with good news 
about the up-coming entry of my d~~hter Alba into a general 
education class here in New York City. 

As you can see by the enclosed letters, while technically 
they are allowing my twin daughters to be integrated into a general 
education class, the school principal is still doing all she can 
tti sabotage the successful outcome of this process. It is my 
sincere feeling that the District Superintendant, Anthony Alvarado 
is backing her in this decision. If New York City school authorities 
are going to fight every parent who wants their child integrated 
into the public school general education system, I am afraid we 
remain in the position of being the worst State in America for 
including disabled youngsters in mainstream education. 

Unless the Federal and State government take action to curb 
the overt abuse of power by these school officials, education in 
general and the rights of disabled children will continue on a 
downward spiral. Parents in New York State are completely demoralized 
with the public school system. While publicly espousing the need 
for parent involvement in the schools, when parents do take an interest 
in the improvement of the system, we are treated like trouble-makers 
and outsiders. 

I would ask you to relate this information to President Clinton. 
I am also requesting that the President exercise his leadership 
and authority through the U.S. Dept. of Education to· assist us in 
assuring that both Alba and.Anastasia receive their rightful 
inclusive education with all the neccessary and appropriate related 
services and support. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you and hope you had 
a pleasant summer. 

Sincerely, ~ 

Mary~ · 

c.c. Allan Bergman - Director of Governmental Activities 
Cerebral ?alsy - Washington 

United 



•·. 

452 West 57th Street, #2E 
·New York, 
N.y.10019 

June 5th 1993 

Dear Mr. Bergman, 

Ye~terday morning an engineer drove from Albany 
0

(4 hours) 
to go to my childrens school to checJ( equipment that had been 
order~d for them fro~ the Board of Education. I sent notes in 
both ~hildrens bags ~hat he would be coming just to make sure 
it hap been mounted properl , 

H~ got to the sc]ool, signed in, went to the classroom and 
introduced himself tj the teacher of Anastasia. She requested that 
he let the principal~ Anna Switzer, know he was ~ere. When he 
introduced himself t0 the principal, she told him he could not 
go to the childrens ~lassroom. He explained that he only needed 
to look at the mounting to make sure it would not collapse on any 
of the children and it would take 5 minutes in each classroom. He 
said he would do it j't lunch-time when the children were in the yard. 
She still refused to allow him to do it. He called me at home 
and I 

1 

contacted Advoa:a tes for Children. After telephones back and 
forth with Pheobe Re~mond (the counsel to the Chancellor) and the 
district superintend~nt Mr. Alvarado, they would only concede to 
allow him in after 3jo'clock. The man had been at the school since 
9 a.m. and had other work in New Jersey, he could not wait around 
un ti 11 the end of the day. 

People go in an; out of the school at will and this only 
occurred because it is with my children. The principal of this 
school is intent on ~aking our lives as difficult as possible. 
Do they not think ab~ut the children? I really do not understand 
anymore. I also discovered that they are bringing my children 
down and putting the~ on the bus at 2.15 p.m. when school does not 
finish until 3 p.m. I have told them on multiple occasions that 
my ch~ldren cannot b pulled out of class that early. Yesterday 
I caubht them "in t e act" as I went to the school at 2.45 p.m. 
and: rnly- girls had alr ady left. rt·.takes 20 minutes to tie down 
both ~heelchairs, lo d up their equipment and secure their computers. 

we had Anastasi s review on June 2nd. It did not go well. 
They ,had invited the counsel to the Chancellor, Pheobe Redmond, 
and I was really ama ed at their lack of knowledge on inclusion. 
It w~s obvious to me that it is not being implemented at all in 
New York City. Be ause they do not know what inclusion means 
and have not studied the models, we were both speaking different 
languages. They were unwilling to allow Anastasia to go to gym 
with her class - •in) case she gets hit with a ball, or knocked 
out of her wheelchair". When I pointed out that any kid could 



.. .. I 

I I 
get hit with a ball, and at recess time in the schoolyard she could 
also get knocked out of her chair, they suggested that I was not 
"concerned for my childs safety". They also refused to compromise 
on ph~sical therapy 

1
ull-outs. I offered to let them do it early 

in the morning before class, after class or at home. They said no 
I 

to all three. 

I I 
'Then.we spoke about a computer consultant to train aides and 

teachers in the use jof the sofisticated technology, adapting the 
curri~ulum to Anastasias physical limitations through appropriate 
software choices and use in the classroom. They agreed to provide 
thi~ ~ervice, but re used to use the person that (thro~gh a private 
grarit) we have been sing for both of my children Eot the past four 
Years! The Board o Education has been unable to provide this service 

I J · 1' to my chil~ren in th past, and are aware that I have been paying 
a pti; ate ~erson to o it. They did not have the name of a person, 
and ,iAsistl on choosi g their own person. The grave problem here 
is th~t this techno19gy is so new and sofisticated, my childrens 
different needs so complicated that continuety is of vital importance 
in th~ choice of a pdrson. The problem we have faced over the 
yearsjhas been the a~azing turnover of people working for the 
Boa.~d, of Ed,uca t ion. If every year they bring in someone new to 
do th s job, the per on is starting from zero and must learn the 
tec~n·~logy, land how i works with the child. By the time they are 
profi~ient, school e~ds and we will get someone new and start all 
over again. The bottom line is that the NYC BOE will only do 

. I 

what they are oblige, to by law, but with NO REGARD for outcomes and 
how it is affecting he children. They are not willing to adapt 
the~r,present system to fit the needs of the children. 

I really feel that unless this whole system is reorganized 
from ~cratch, there ~s little hope for inclusion to become a reality 
in New York City. ~hey are still living in the dark ages, and 
they also have a tot91 disregard for Federal law. 

I will be going jto Albas review on June 8th however after what 
happened on June 2nd /With Anastasia I am not very optimistic. I have 
requested an impartial hearing for Anastasia. 

I I 
I will let you know what happens on Tuesday, 

lncerely, 

Mary~~~ 
I 

c.c .. Mr. Richard RiJey, U.S. SEcretary of Education 

. ---··- --·-~--------- --v- l.. ..._ :.._:;:..:.. ...... c:....- ------
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: B~VEALY RAINFORTH MJD AMY GOLDMAN 

FROM: ALLAN I. BERGMAN ,, '·/~· '.·, , ;r. , ,·/''-. ,'·· .( .... 

RE: ALBA SOMOZA'S C.S.E. 

DATE: JUNE 4. 1 ~93 

P. 02 

(1()\.ER\\1E\'T -\1. 
.\CTl\Hll:S 

DEPART\.ll\T 

Thank you both verv much for agre~Jir1g to support tr1e Somoza family in their ouest 
tor Alba's inclusion in rei;iular education with her age peers and with appropriate 
supports and "related services". UnitP.d CeretJral Palsy Associations Inc., h<is had a 
relationship with tt)e Somol;,1 family for nearly five yl'!o3rs and is totally cornmiH8d to 

doing "whatever it takes" for both Alb<i and her sister, Anastasia, to lead "regular 
lives" .. inr.ludinQ in thr;ir public educatinn prnvidArl by thA N,;iw York City Schools. Their 
mother, Mary Somoza, is ~ lf)adino advocate in New York State and beyond for totc"ll 
inclusion for all children as well as for family support and health cars reform. It may 

It~:.-/~-.-~-:--- --.: : .. ~~-,-· ~ ·~~ ~-.-, .:~:-;-. -~ -~~(-b,1-)(6): '- ,;-~~,~~- --,-,,-_ ~~-, - .. -," :l 
" •, l ' I , ~ L ~ • .,J •• 

:..._ .. --~~~·-fl-~--· ----.-L-~--~-----·- -~-..L---.--- _ _2 ___ •" .. ' DOI 

As we discussed. I am enclosing a packet of information on Alba as well as some 
correspondence which will give you a fli!vor for the posture of the New York City 
Schools. The School administration brouoht the legal counsel to the chancellor of the 
district to Anastasia's C.S.E. last week. Tlw status of Alba's and Anastasia's 
educational services is being monitored by tht~ White 1-iouse and the Department of 
Education as a result of Anast<1sia's participation on President Clinton's T. V t1our 1:vith 
children on February 20th. In this regard, I am enclosing some of the newspaper clips 
;hat C!ppeared after the television pro1,"1rarn. 

Alba's C.S E is scheduled tor TuGsdav June 8th at 9:00 A.M. at lntermedi::ite 

School 70. 330 West 18th Streat. Room no. ~Jew York City. I would encouraoe eacr-1 
of vou to call Mary Somoza at (212! 307·8010 to work out the details of your pre­
meating$. Mary has indicated tt1.at st1e would like both of yuu to have dinner with her 
;md her family on Monday evening. Th•1 addriiss is 452 West 57th Street, N2E. New 
York 10019. In casP. the twl'.l of yo1; wculd like to converse baforehand, I arn listing 
your rnspective phone numbers: 

Beverly Rainforth 
(w) (607)777-2727 
lhl !6071723-7269 

Arny Goldman 
lw\ 121 E) 204·3862 
[h) (609) 424-284 7 

l hank you again for making your·s~lvos available to provide your expertise and 
support to the Sornoza family. I look forward to hearing from you after the Tuesd3v 
meeting. 

Enclosures 
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A tale of love and courageous struggle on behalf of disabled twins 

One recent night in the West Side walkup of 
the Somoza family, 9-year-old twins Alba and Anastasia 
are preoccupied with an important task: Anastasia is-, 
giving her teddy bear a physical, and she disco\'ers a 
twist in its leg_ ·'Look. Mom,'· she says to Mary Somoza. 
"The teddy is disabled' .. 

Alba smiles and looks anew at her own stuffed 
rabbit. The girls were born with cerebral palsy. stilling 
their ability to walk, and in Alba's more severe case, her 
ability to talk and use her hands. 

But she can speak through a voice machine, and 
<JskeJ how she will celebrate when she enters the third 
grade with nondisabled pupils at Public School 234 in 
Manhattan this week, the girl in the wheelchair with the 
brown eyes and big smile says, ·'I want to go shopping." 

In February, in a nationally televised "town meet­
ing" for children to question President Clinton, 
Anastasia_ instead of ralkin£r about the environment or 

By Joanna Molloy 
can make a disabled kid miss a Jot of class rime. And -;he 
insisted on support staff, like specialists \\·ho translate · 
curriculum into lessons that disabled kids can under­
stand. "Mary," says Ellen Gallagher Holmes, •1 lawyer 
at Advocates for Children, ·'is probably the most radical 
person they've dealt with." 

"Radical?'' responds Somoza. surprised at the 
characterization. "I'm just a go-getter when it comes to 
getting things my children need. l'vlaybe I have rubbed 
people the wrong way, but when it comes to my 
children's rights. I'm just someone who won "t back 
down. And I found that with just a little more effort. I 
could maybe change. things a bit for others as well." 

Mary, 45, came here 13 years ago from the tough 
Kimmage section of Dublin, worlds away from her 
husband, whose father, Anastasio, and grandfather. 
Luis, were presidents of Nicaragua. His family - one 
of the weRlthiest in I Rtin Amt>.rir;i - riwnPrl r'1ttlP. 



One recent night in the West Side walkup of 
the Somoza family, 9-year-old twins Alba and Anastasia 
are preoccupied with an important task: Anastasia is 
giving her teddy bear a physical, and she discovers a 
twist in its leg. "Look, Mom," she says to Mary Somoza. 
"The teddy is disabled!" 

Alba smiles and looks anew at her own stuffed 
rabbit. The girls were horn with cerebral palsy, stilling 
their ability tL1 walk. and in .L\Jba·s more severe case. her 
ability to talk and use her hands. 

But she can speak through a \'oice machine, and 
asked how she will celebrate when she enters the third 
grade with nondisabled pupils at Public School 234 in 
Manhattan this week, the girl in the wheelchair with the 
brown eyes and big smile says, "I want to go shopping." 

In February, in a nationally televised "town meet­
ing" for children to question President Clinton, 
Anastasia, instead of talking about the environment or 
world peace, asked the President to help get Alba out of 
special education. " .. .The principal thinks that she can't 
do it because she can't use her hands and she can't 
speak," Anastasia, from her wheelchair, told Clinton. 
"But she uses computers to speak and I would like her 
in a regular class, just like me." 

Anastasia's plea was the public climax of a years-long 
struggle undertaken by the Somozas, a family who, when 
confronted by inequalities in the school system that they 
would not abide in their home, sought to change them. 
Now. Alba·s presence in her new classroom could have 
momentous implications for thousands of school kids in 
New York and elsewhere. 

From the beginning, three years ago. Mary Somoza 
didn"t like what she saw in .L\Jba's special-ed program 
after Anastasia was allowed to enter a regular class. 
"Both girls have a 132 IQ" - well above average - and 
understand English and Spanish, she says in exasperated 
tones. This year. she says, Alba"s "1eacher was nice 
enough, but she had 12 children with 12 different types 
of disabilities. She was sending home 'cat-bat-sat' for 
homework. That's when I started to flip out. Alba was 
falling way behind.'" 

A petite blond sparkler whose clothes sag because 
she has lost 15 pounds doing battle, Mary has an Irish 
lilt that has disarmed many a bureaucrat and lashed 
others. After Alba's first year in special ed, Mary and 
her husband, Gerardo Somoza, a freelance celebrity 

By Joanna Molloy 

ALL EARS: Disney's Mickey Mouse introduces 
himself to a very attentive Somoza clan. 

photographer, began 10 challenge the school district's 
decision. ''We didn't even know we had the right to. at 
first," she says. 

But once the Somozas discovered they did, the 
school district found itself up against a formidable 
adversary. She would track down some of the country's 
best-known experts on cerebral palsy and bring them to 
its tiniest subcommittee meetings. She demanded there 
be "no pullouts" - that her children not be removed 
from academic lessons for the rehabilitation work that 

can make a disabled kid miss a lot of class rime. And ,;he 
insisted on support staff, like specialists who lr<tnslate · 
curriculum into lessons that disabled kids can under­
stand. "Mary," says Ellen Gallagher Holmes. a lawyer 
at Advocates for Children, "is probably rhe most radical 
person they've dealt with." 

"Radical?" responds Somoza, surprised at the 
characterization. 'Tm just a go-getter when it comes to 
getting things my children need. Maybe I have rubbed 
people 1he wrong way, but when it comes to my 
chi!dren's rights. I'm ju't someone who won·t back 
dm~·n. And I found that with just a little more effort. I 
could maybe change things a bit for others as well."' 

Mary, 45, came here 13 years ago from the tough 
Kimmage section of Dublin, worlds away from her 
husband, whose father, Anastasio. and grandfather, 
Luis, were presidents of Nicaragua. His family - one 
of the wealthiest in Latin America - owned cattle 
farms, plantations, and sugar mills all over rhe country. 

"I grew up in luxury, and because it was Nicaragua i1 
was a kind of rough luxury, but it was beautiful," says 
Gerardo, sit1ing at the family's large table in a roomy 
but chaotic kitchen. Laundry hangs on a foldout rack, 
and an accordion security gate on the fire escape has 
been opened on this stifling day. The family lives on the 
second floor of an old brownstone near 10th Ave. in 
which the twins· wheelchairs barely clear the narrow 
hallway walls. There ·s no elevator. and the doorbells 
don't work, but the family has managed to brighten up 
what would otherwise be a dark. cramped railroad flat. 
Gerardo's photographs of the family line the walls next 
to stern mili1ary portraits of his ancestors. 

'·We had purebred Andalusian and Arabian horses 
on one of our farms," Gerardo continues, as their eldest 
child, Oliver, 10. climbs on Gerardo's lap to listen. "We 
lived in a mansion that filled a square block in i\fanagua. 

"My grandfather had 1his one farm out on the beach 
that was blocked off by a huge cliff that went out into 
the ocean. There were mango trees all around, and 
when the tide \vould go out we would go out clam-hunting 
with machetes. That was paradise. It was called Monte 
Le Mar. Today, the Sandinistas use it for a hotel." 

Gerardo. 37, was disinherited b:,: his family when he 
broke with them politically in 1976 and left for New 
York. Three years later, the left-wing Sandinistas took 

collfinued 011 11c.r1 page 

.~ 
0 
::;o 
0 
[/) 

0 
0 
:z: 

"' 0: 
UJ 
t'.l 
>-

"' .o 
5 
I 

~------------~~~~~-~~--~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-~~~~~~~~~~-~~~ 

/V£1Y YORJ,: LIVE ~ SEI'TEM/!ER 5. 1993 



1.• - - - • - • - • 

~- - - - - - . . . ' . . . . 
- ' - - ~ . - . . . -

. - . - - - . 

All In The Family 
cominued from page 15 

over Nicaragua, and the Somozasfled 
into exile, to Houston and Miami. His 
estranged mother, Isabel, who Gerardo 
says expected him to marry a social­
register type, wasn't too happy with his 
choice of a bride. 

"I think the family wanted him to 
marry Princess Caroline, which I wasn't." 
says Mary, who met Gerardo in New 
York by way of a mutual friend. "We 
clicked. Within 10 days of meeting, he 
asked me to marry him." 

Gerardo, whose earliest memory is of 
the official photographer who would take 
the presidential family portrait, ekes our 
a living in the competitive world of papa­
razzi. The family has no health insurance 
other than Medicare, and not all medical 
costs are covered. When things got par-

ticularly desperate, Gerardo contacted 
his mother and brothers and asked for 
help with the twins' medical bills. They 
refused, Mary says. 

It is a testament to the couple's 
strength of will that after having Oliver 
and the twins, they planned their fourth 
child, Gabriela, now 6. "There was an 
imbalance, with two disabled girls on one 

Christy Brown, the Irish writer afflicted 
with cerebral palsy in "My Left Foot." 

Still, there are strains. The twins have 
each had two major operations, and re­
ceive constant physical therapy to keep 
their muscles malleable and to prevent 
the dislocation cerebral palsy sometimes 
causes. The physical effort of feeding, 
bathing and dressing the quadriplegic 
twins and their siblings in time for school 
requires Mary to be up at 4: 15 a.m. while 

SIBLING LOVE: Alba and Anastasia 
are included in family fun. 

Gerardo, home from night shoots usually 
an hour or so before, sleeps. 

The complexity of even the most 
ordinary routines quickly becomes 
evident as Mary and a state-provided 
home health aide meet the school bus 
one afternoon. First they must carry 
Anastasia, then Alba, up the brown­
stone's marble steps, and then up two 
flights of stairs. They then repeat the trip, 
carrying the girls' motorized wheelchairs. 

"It would be a lie if I told you it's 
been roses since the beginning," says 
Gerardo of the couple's marriage. "We 
collide at times, and we've had arguments 
in front of the children. They'll come 
over to me and say, 'she's right,' or to her 

stranger. When an emotional President 
Clinton told Anastasia and the world, "I 
think your sister should be given a chance," 
he apparently meant what he said. 

"Our office has had a regular 
dialogue with Mary, with the White 
House and with Education Secretary 
Dick Riley," reports Allan Bergman, 
director of state and federal relations for 
United Cerebral Palsy. "His office was 
asked by the President to stay on tor of 
this situation." 

A White House aide has checked in 
periodically with the family, and Anastasia 
recently received a letter from President 
Clinton in which he wrote, "I have asked 
some people to look into your sister's 
school situation. I hope we can help." 

Though others feel the watchful eyes 
of Washington, School District 2 spokes­
man Andrew Lachman insists that in the 
district's decision to transfer Alba, "There 

was no direct or indirect contact from the 
White House or the Dept. of Education." 

Somoza eyes that answer as warily as 
anything else she is told by the schools. 
"The school district just did not want to 
do this inclusion,'' she says, using another 
term for the full-time "mainstreaming" 
of kids with disabilities into regular 
classes. "They don't believe in it, and 

because of the bottom line. "You get 
t\vice as much money per kid in a special 
education class, the way the state funding 
formula is \vritten," she says. "Each 
district gets about $18,000 rer special­
education kid, $30,000 in some places, 
and about $7,000 for a kid in a regular 
class." The city spent $2.2 billion on its 
129,000 special-ed children last year. 

"You see the resources required to 
help those t\vo little girls," says School 
Board spokesman Boh Terte. ''Multiply 
that by one-hundred-something-thousand 
and it becomes part of a major budget 
issue. The problem is that when kids are 
moved out of special ed, the district loses 
the funding to provide the special ser­
vices they need to enable them to stay 
alive in the mainstream." 

Holmes complains, "New York has 
been last in the country when it comes 
to including children with disabilities," 
adding that the state has failed to comply 
with federal guidelines on the issue. 

"In Massachusetts, 59% of disabled 
children are now in regular classes. In 
Michigan it's 46%. Vermont is a model 
state, with 81.5%. But in New York, only 
7% of all children with disabilities are 
fully included. And parents in New York 
are asking, why should my child have to 
be labeled, segregated and stigmatized?" 

Upon her election, new School Board 
president Carol Gresser said the board 
had to "take a hard look" at special ed 
to see if it wasn't just ''a hopeless track." 

Mary Somoza, who has just been 
appointed by Gov. Cuomo to be a state 
advocate for disabled infants and todd­
lers, hopes her daughter's case will 
encourage other parents to fight for 
inclusion on their children's behalf. And 
she's still doing battle for her nvins: this 
time, to get Anastasia into gym class. 

When the wisdom of such a move is 
gingerly questioned, Mary blasts back: 
"She can particioate. Mavbe the kirls :fff' 



ticularly desperate, Gerardo contacted 
his mother and brothers and asked for 
help with the twins' medical bills. They 
refused, Mary says. 

It is a testament to the couple's 
strength of will that after having Oliver 
and the twins, they planned their fourth 
child, Gabriela, now 6. "There was an 
imbalance, with two disabled girls on one 
end and an able boy on the other," Mary 
says. "We were scared and we knew it 
would be a lot of work, but this way, Oliver 
and Gabriela can play together, and their 
sisters can participate in their way." 

As if on cue, Gabriela's small voice is 
heard counting to 30. Oliver scrambles 
through the apartment to the twins' 
room, where books and toys vie for shelf 
space, and dives behind a bed. Gabriela 
runs in and finds him immediately, and 
he tears over to Alba, setting off a giggle­
fest as he pretends to throttle her. "Did 
you tell? Did you tell her where I was 
hiding? You did, didn't you?" he teases. 

The equal treatment the Somozas 
accord and demand of all their children 
underlies their philosophy of how they 
should be treated at school. The evidence 
is in Gerardo's photographs: the twins in 
Communion dresses with Gabriela and 
Oliver in Sunday best; Anastasia out of 
the wheelchair, being held by Oliver as 
they dance together; again with Oliver, in 
a swimming pool; the twins at camp, and 
again, tellingly, with actor Daniel Day­
Lewis shortly after his performance as 
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SIBLING LOVE: Alba and Anastasia 
are included in family fun. 

Gerardo, home from night shoots usually 
an hour or so before, sleeps. 

The complexity of even the most 
ordinary routines quickly becomes 
evident as Mary and a state-provided 
home health aide meet the school bus 
one afternoon. First they must carry 
Anastasia, then Alba, up the brown­
stone's marble steps, and then up two 
flights of stairs. They then repeat the trip, 
carrying the girls' motorized wheelchairs. 

"It would be a lie if I told you it's 
been roses since the beginning," says 
Gerardo of the couple's marriage. "We 
collide at times, and we've had arguments 
in front of the children. They'll come 
over to me and say, 'she's right,' or to her 
and say, 'he's right, you know."' 

But both parents bring up countless 
stories of friends, neighbors and even 
strangers who have helped them along 
the way. "I was alone here one night -
Gerardo was working - and I got a 
telephone call from this woman," Mary 
recalls. "She said, Tm from such-and­
such collection agency. Do you know you 
have all these bills and you owe money to 
all these doctors?',. 

"I burst into tears on the phone," says 
Mary. "Here I am talking on the phone 
at 10 o'clock at night with a perfect 
stranger. I poured my heart out to her. 
I was in such a state. In half an hour, the 
woman was crying with me. She saw the 
ages of the children on the record, she 
saw all the operations they have had. 

"She said, 'Well, you know what? In 
these stupid collection agencies some­
times files have a habit of falling off of 
people's desks into the garbage and 
they're never heard from again.' We 
never did." 

But even more dramatic was the help 
that came from another powerful 

was no direct or indirect contact f.rom the 
White House or the Dept. of Education." 

Somoza eyes that answer as warily as 
anything else she is told by the schools. 
"The school district just did not want to 
do this inclusion," she says, using another 
term for the full-time "mainstreaming" 
of kids with disabilities into regular 
classes. "They don't believe in iL and 
they don't want it to work." 

The \"·ay inclusion can work, says 
Somoza and other activists, is by having 
additional teachers assigned to regular 
classrooms. These so-called "consultant" 
teachers would act as translators and 
guides for kids with special needs, using 
sign language, for example, in the case of 
a deaf child. The consultant teacher 
would be available to help other students 
as well, they argue. 

But some parents of able children 
wonder if the increased presence of the 
disabled and their aides in their kids' 
classrooms might not weigh down the 
learning process. And beyond that point, 
the cost of these teachers is at issue. 

"There is evidence to indicate that 
the consultant-teacher system might cost 
as much, but in some cases may definitely 
cost less," says Holmes, the children's 
advocate. "And the presence of a second 
teacher in a classroom serves to bolster 
the overall quality of education for all its 
students." 

Holmes surmises that New York has 
been reluctant to move toward inclusion 

•' &•&• ....... .._._.. L&& o._.·'-"'-&Oa • .._.._, '-'•& LA&~ ................ . 

"In Massachusetts, 59%, of disabled 
children are now in regular classes. In 
Michigan it's 46%. Vermont is a model 
state, with 81.5%. But in New York, only 
7% of all children with disabilities are 
fully included. And parents in New York 
are asking, why should my child have to 
be labeled, segregated and stigmatized'?" 

Upon her election, new School Board 
president Carol Gresser said the board 
had to "take a hard look" at special eel 
to see if it wasn't just "a hopeless track.'' 

Mary Somoza, who has just been 
appointed by Gov. Cuomo to be a state 
advocate for disabled infants and todd­
lers, hopes her daughter's case will 
encourage other parents to fight for 
inclusion on their children's behalf. And 
she's still doing battle for her twins: this 
time, to get Anastasia into gym class. 

When the wisdom of such a move is 
gingerly questioned, Mary blasts back: 
"She can participate. Maybe the kids are 
playing volleyball and they toss the ball to 
her every so often. Or she can cheer 
them on. Not everyone in gym class is 
Michael Jordan. There's the fat kid and 
the kid with thick glasses. TI1e kids'll 
work out a way to include her. 

"The important thing is socializ­
ation. So that one day when they're 
grownups and they go out into the work 
force, people who work alongside them 
need not be fearful. People are only 
fearful now because disabled children 
are hidden away all the time. They soon 
see they're human beings. They have 
hearts. People are great. Our kids go on 
play dates and the kids are great and the 
parents are great. It's the system that 
gets in the way." 

Spoken like a true radical. "Every­
body thinks I'm strong.'' Somoza says. 
"But at the end of the day, I'm just a 
mom. Sometimes I feel sorry for myself 
and wonder why we have to do it alone. 
But then they do something else to my 
kids. That's when I get going again." • 

(Joanna Molloy is a Daily News staff writer.) 
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An Irish ~~~a~ an~~~"~r:fymJ~·:~~~ ;;~~:tapulted in~ ~~ ·~(;J~Onal c~~'.:r~iu:! a:o~a:~s: ~~ 
spotlight earlier this.,year· afte~~.a. meeting on national TV With · ._ .' ~st~~::;i:d=:~ss~a:::: · ~:~~ ~;~ S:.l>o~_ 0f them a1s

0 
· ... ·.. · · ;.; ··-·:~· ..... ·~) ;..-'i·.:~ .. r\!;·:i:1>~:·~-Y~·i.·~·: .. · :.;. .. ~··.•'"·' .. -=· .. ·· ·:· , • · .... ~·. · 1• ..... 

Preside.nt Clinton.<.Du. bl_ine. r-.:Mary".So. m. oz .. a ha.s fought for the righ_ ts. with the handicapped," says.. "Afterthek.idsgetofftoschoot 
Mary. "New York is so bad in thisplacelookslikeanatombomb 

of-her h~ridicappec( ~d~:si~~~":d,le _-d~· they:·w~re ~~: .. a~d -sh~ ; . ~~erc:;,!~0•:;~~~e~:~~; ~~·~~~ says of her second floor 

~ently .told .he~ ~;_~~~di~a·rr:~to~ to ,DEBB.IE M~OOLDRICK. ... '. · :' · ::7d :~x~ = :: ;;:e:~ do1:;n:~~~.:!:~:18y·c~~;'. 
. " : "'-. -. ::,· ~:':~/~ ;:,;< · · _>· ·. :,\;{" <h'/~:.< ;~~;'.~~,/;.\;\".;);11/;i:~)~;i~}.i:'.,7 / <· ... ;. · .i '· .< nor and the mayor said we better shopping and four loads of laun-

MAR Y ·Somoza's long-running·'.: daii.tof the notorious Somoza fairi~:." ·u_s any money; that she could pay -, . bring this one on board because . dry. ''The girls drool and some­
battle against the New York City·:: Hy of Nicaragua. His grandfather.:'.' the doctor.i direCt.' She refused.''. ' we don '.t want to have her against' times get messy so I change them 
Board of Education on behalf of"· was the dictator.'Anast8sio:wiio·;·_ ··Mary and Gerardo, who works · us!''. 1

· •• ; ·:. · twice a day. I always want my 
her two handicapped daughters· was gunned down by rebel fort:es;-f as·a f~lance photographer, have . · -The~ problems Mary has had girls to look pretty," Mary S&ys. 
was never a matter of some ag- ;, .but any ·meritioo.of.ilie

1

S~mozas. four'_children.,·rniver, 10, is the with the New York City Board of. In the middle of all the activity 
gressive woman ·fighting purely . makes Mary'slrish i:>tiiO<l ooi[ ~: eldest. Anastas_ia and Alba are 9, · · Education center around the Mary also finds the time to keep 
for what she wants. .. · · · She explains herh'iisbarid's hisl:·:· and Gabrie!Ja.is 6:;:.i:\ r.\,: .. , . · "': schooling'_ arrangements for her . : up herbattlo with the Board of Ed 

Mary S:omoza 's war has been . : tory· -:-"-·h~'s bee.n i#j· °f:')fFfj.·~;:"' · . .'- .. :;.:\,!'.: <, -:~0'~i:i''/~,ii·~:_) ;<< :. : >·. · ·_-'.'.: /'. - on behalfof her ~: 
waged with the law of the land· .. ' Amencasmcehewas·;;, ters. After-the kids goto 
firmly planted on her side. ·She.-s. · : . .'12 and had nothiitg i<(\ bed at 8:00; she spends 
evengotacoupleofpeoplename~ ·;-1,.do with his family~f:,;'. the rest of the evening 
Bill and Hillary Clinton to .. ~ack:1:,,.politicsorpolicies·~'L'. -catching up on phone 
her up; . . . . ... :-. .. :"f:-~:;>'; .. :i{arid then puts i(vefy'.,( calls and writing those 
·Anastasia Somoza, Mary's.9:_.;~:suci:irictli .. why.~he".~;. , reports.that prompted 

·year-old daughter; was a big hit:·: wantstodownplay.the:'_.: · thecityandstatetoname 
on · a'· naticinally·._-televised .,,.· Somoia;corinection.:,~.:i; . her as a special adviser. 
children's foruni earlier this year•·.'!/ "inallthey~iiia(~t!, She gets to bed at mid-

. with President Clinton. She was ... '.we've been·'iliamM"..~ : night or after. · 
. the child.in 'the wheelchair, deep;: andallthetoughiiii.C'sb·. Theapartmentthatthe 
browneye~.hopeftilly g~ingijt,t<?f.:;:;we'.v.e. beeri:_~ugL: Somozas live in doesn't 
Clinion's face, as~g'.w~y},~~~~~'.;~~iilt'.!!1e:giJ:l~.Sw.!';ve;1,.: have an elevator, which• 
.twiiisister Albacouldn't~.~.~~;\f~;~C'.~efm~~~i;di~@Y.1't means that· Mary . 
sapie school class as she:.'.;-.::L.:}l.<>fothe.)S<?n.:!.<?za1~~%;. Somoza has developed 
' -The President, like the restofus~;'lioii};·'~~;;shef;:s.aY,sitJ quite a few muscles car-
~atching, was completely capti~· ';;.'~:'":Ne ·v~'_)sthiggl~d,;?:i: rying wheelchairs up 
vated at the sight of the little girl,)· riuirethananyoneelse~t~ .. and down two flights of. 
affiictedwithcerebralpalsy,stick" 1, _,_:_we'\'.ebeerievkte~i\tJ .,.siairs·a few tim• Ci!Ch 

· . ing up for her sister. Ana,~t,asla'\.'.from:1:j1pait.in~n1,s;'-:..:,; day. · · · 
Somoza became an instant. me.~ia_1{::,g,we~;ip~ne>'.ittj.<k!,C=;:{J) "The pace definitely 
sel)sation, and her moth,er~¥.~~~1J,t~.~~'.~li.avt·no·/lris1ir'/· ·· wears me down some' 
_was WC?ll on her way to ach1e.v111g:,.~~\ance t but we've al-':· . . times," she says. "But 

· whatmattersmosttohei'-equlll;:.;:_ways.managedonourY· Anastasia meets Prelideiit Clinton :.1,;_,-. _. _ .· .. _:. ,,:;; . _ ,~_. '; ;,. . .... ·'-",.:·: • I'm ·a tough Irish 
right5.for handicapped children.'-Y'own .. That's why J ~. . ·:!·:•:,.'":.,,._, : .. .-;:;•;·:.-"·': '.'· · ;: · ··: "· ' .. ;. ·:; ". ·· · -. ·,~ '·-''.. woman. I keep going." 
. "I was so proud of Anas~ia,"._:.: was upset when the press. started ... , .. The t~ins were bom.with.cere- .. ·.daughters. Anasta'siais in aregu-··-. · · • • • • • • 
said the tenacious, never-say-die~;· mentioning the Soriiozas." .. ·,_, :,.'. ·' · bra! pals}'; but Alba.was· particu- _Iar third grade class; but has .al-... ·· ANASTASIA'S meeting with 
Mary.: "And I've been doing in: :~;,,,: Gerardo Somoza, re~_eived;a:::.':larly:iiffe"Cied beCause she .was in·.. ways had a hard time keeping up President Clinton came .about 
1erviews ever since to get a mes-·. :.-Jarge iriheritance froni ~!s f11ther;·• .. the womb for nine.minutes w_ith, · because s~e's never been given -. because of. her mother's advo­
sage across to'other families - · · whichhesignedov'eriohisinother out oxygen. Alba· can'l'speak, ,·'the proper supports - required. cacy. Each year Mary sends 

· it's their right to· make sure ·that to take care of; .:'W'hen_.he"tol~ his· ·:-and 'i.s _much .niQre: delicate. and,,. for handicapped children by la~.-_ Christmas card pictures of. her . 
their kids get into regular schools •••'mother thai lie plannejfoil inlirry- •· frail" th~: Anastasi~~~: Still;. her'.:··----"' such as special i:ompuiers and /:·kids to various people working · 
with all the proper supp<ins.···u · ing · Mary:1she··voiCed 'her· resis~ - brain is· completety · uriaffected, · ii coi:isultant teacher'· to help her -:·for the city and state "to let them· 
our. kids are segregated, how are . : iance and.thrCateiled to disinherit'-·;. and both girl~ are:c;r;ijoying life to>; ~daptto the Classroom:,:.In other"'- see what my life and my kids are . 
they ever going· fo get along in.".:. him if h~ followed thro~gh w!th , .... the: fu!l .thafiks, to'.'their,mother,'.s_'.'-,_ words, .sh~:s ~n. more or- less1 -. like," she· says.·- "I show up at 
society when tliey grow'l!P.7'.~·- '.':-.:~-th~ ~ii:l.~ing. :.i;•. :.-?.iX1i' ;.,-.,;,,,::?·tdogged.d~terminat\~!1::'?.:,,.~i(.;, d: _..left out':in: th( cold_ t~ fen~ .. fo~(: ihese meetings all dressed up, but 

- : . ·:. . · :;; .'.':!'/.:;;'_. :·:~:· :' "'·~•};lit/·'_"'•"·.'.'.· f·.:: .. ,.-(. .. ·I::•:,- <~i'-'•':'1::,;, ·".' - -'.' . 'herself.:.;: .... /_''. 1-_·i ·:.'< ::· '· .• .-:,.··_-,.·'•:they really don't knOW What my 
• • • • • • .. ''·:{;}··.::·'"-.-::.· · .. · Alba's had the ·silme problenis · · life is like when I'm at home." 

MAR.-~ Somoza ;sl~si ~~~:~dA'. .: ii'i_her speci~ ~~cation. class, but,, .. I.n 1~_1?11g for children .to par-
her Bnush accent hide:the·;fact'<~· , .. because the grrhs so bnght Mary·:-. Uc1pate m the forum wtth the 
that she was born 'fr1 'Kimiriilge/(\ '. \viints lief in ·a tegular generai _:<President at the. White. He 
Dublin~ and lived there'· for: 'the'.o".. . e.ducatiori Class just like any other ',·. ABC TV called a New York state 
first seven years of hei)ife:},\i:l~~~ ~;9-yeiit:.:Otct:, The powers that tiCat}: .• official .seeking an articulate 
· "Oh,. rm Irish: through ·'and:.~ ; the.Board of Education have re-/' handicapped child who wouldn't 

through: I'm very' proud of that;'.~'.-S1 fsist~dM_aijevery step of the way."}' be afraid to speak on live televi-. 
she says: ... My· children are just &S}_:.: ~'i\There :S. a pretty logiciil reason.'! ... sion: - With a mother like Mary, 
much Irish as they are Laiin;,~~~n_-:,, · ~ ror Mary's fight against the board:~{. the state official figured Anastasia 

. though they don't look it!!:.-;/:{'\."~' .,:"How are our kids eyer going to;· would be the perfect fit. 
Mary and her family moved 'td'} : getal,ongwitheachothedfthey.'re .:' .. Sure enough, ABC interviewed 

England . when she was seven~ · ,.. .. : keptapart? They all have to grow · Anastasia and were impressed 
When she was older she moved tO': J ·'.up; iogether. · Childre·n- are not -enough to want hc;r for the show, 

• Madrid, lived there for s.evei-l!l~~i ·::fearful :pf other: kids a8 long as/;. hosted by Peter Jennings. But, as 
years and worked at a vanety of . .11 ::.!hey know the story. lfwe segre- <' it turns out, Mary had to fight for. 
jo_bs, including a stint at the Irish:' J ~;gate them there's just going to bi:;: that privilege too because a pro- , 
Embassy. In 1981 she traveled 10·,:.,.. _ . .. . . . . . , . e, problems in the long run.'" . ' "· ' · ducer figured that it would be 
New· York for a holiday .where Ni} M~!'Y So111oza with her k1_ds Alb~ _and Anastas1.a.\';o, .\!.'-:-"':- ;·: ::. \f.:,::\,:;\':iJust listening to Mary.· Somoza:·:: easier ·10 ·select a handicapped. 
she met_ the man she w·as [!Oi.ng i9S!;'.~7:~~'..':~ _.> .. · - · j/\ · ·~: : · : . · ,: ' \?• ('"<';~::~·:J :'.;,''.'f?~%,':'£:~:(Jt.~e~cti¥ ~typical day in the. fam•"":: child living in the Washington 

. marry. . -.·.... . . .. "•'. '; \;':l'\ Hed1d,andhe'sbeenestranged .:. ·Mary Sonioza is an unpaid ad-.:.,:_tly apartment on the We~t S1d.eof.c: area .... 
Givingn~wmeaningtoµteterm':$;'Jroin his mother an4 her foi'!un~ . viser on:hW,idic~ppoo issil~s p!J;·,y: Mahliattan would make one ex~:~,·: "ABC told me that at the last 

whirlwind ·courtship, Mary;''and ~:~,!~ve~ since.· · ., :" :··i '~. t._~::°':~'··\~ the.New~:Y!>~ ~~IC: ~d ~it~: ~e~<?;_.hausted_: ~.~·gets up~t Sa.in. to?-:--' minute.and I told them I had al­
Gerardo Somoza met.im th~ I C>t~:r,,w·, >~';When the tw1~~ .. wer~ '. b()m ; : e_ls:'·~~!~.'~ f!JtWY,: :,;, ~!=~)an(~~ll / p~pai:e: b~as~ for -,her four;, ready.told my daughter sh~ would 
of October, and were mamed sin.: :.Gerardo asked her 1f she ;would. ·:,,~alk.ing .. around. with. my . .lnsh -·'. _kids:.\'f!le. twms· "requlJ'C· com-:- be gomg to meet the President. I 
1he I llh of November. ' · - ·· : help with the medical bills," Mary: passpon and I'm advising may- plete and total care," she says. It 
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Her husband is a direct descen·". ·'."recalls .. "f:Ie told her not lo give·' .. 9rs __ and gove~ors!·" .she laughs. · takes" her half an hour' to dress '. Continued on 34 '. 
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{TIMES OUR 11th YEAR 

~~~-nu•~-!'°~ ~g·~ . .-·/,'.'":.J .. Continued from pg.34 
1dl e from the 

said,.~Youdon'twantmeto f monthspre\riouslhadbeen . newsstcinds 

.~~~~~~J ~*tE~~. 
. On the eve of the broad- ·1 · class. J was screaming and r · · . · .•v. .. ·• • -

cast, AriastaSia .. aske(fher yelling at .her ancl saying I i °Avenue . . . . . ,· {';' .: · 

. mom ~bouf~-~tshe_s~ould I was going· to s_ue h~r.. . : .· ~e~v:'~~!a :· .··- . '. _- · 

talk to the President about . ~ · ~'Qfi:ourse," she Says With ?2nd Street :. ·~ : .') , ' ""; . 

·~1 told" her tha(she'd bC. ·a smile, ;"Anastasia could -~a~~~i-~;~- ; _:·~ .• -::·· "': 

.·. speakin'g .. for fumdicapPed. hear·everytlung, and the pue · ... ~ . . .· : .. 

. ·kids just "i~e!hCi }811 oVer·. . next~gl~owshe'sialk~. ~t 1·Rfth A~enu:e . 

. the counuy' 'and '.thaf she ing to the 'President. ·about (.:·:'. .. . ' 
.·. shouldask'abOi'it'lssuesthat "it!'-' ._)~:-~'.:_·- :. : .. . r,,.:;;~ue'.': .· , .. --· .... . 
· affect her/:she·~itiitecrio'i'.- : :_ ·.Mary also got her chance ~nue .. ' .... · ,. :~;:,•-·:-·- , ... . 
·· ' ··-···· · ·.,·, ... ·., ..... --·. ··•· . · ··· • ··aet&SeventhAvenue . .-, .. : .. :: 

. · .. know ~f,_it ~o.~!~~~~-~.~?;~~. '.to meet \Vith both Om~ons jsori Avenue<-~,:, .. ,_\·;::->·· . 
· -: · .. :-:;:\:6~~Jrafid·~N1~~1ffi·;~:: · · ~~~ ·~~t--.%~~c~~\~~~ ~!~~~:~i-'.:~:~.-~~wf~<>~·~ 

. . 
..... · .•. ··.J:.~.'--.· .. _.sa.as_Y_:_~;._}o:.'.s~e~i~s~syu~e-ts:.~affitiee~·.:..c~t·~.ih~.e~r .. ~-~.: ... "Hillary is. wonderful and r~2·~d Str~1\' . : . : .: .. "~: - . ·. 

. _ u1 cu so knowledgeable. I told ;rare Buildin9:35o Fihh. A_veriue :: · 
-.. _·.-:·_-.,;:J;i.is_tas.·th_.ey ...... w_.ould .. an .. _'yo'n· e' ;_, '1 her not to '°orget about us dway; . .-.c.-.'>.·.'i:'. · .. ·· ··:·· 

. · · _1• . ison Aveiiiie"·· .. :.-;· ·;: 
.. :·)· CJse."·(;;~,;·:_-.·,·~''.;;i'\'.~'~;'.:::;..~ .. \ when she was drawing up (53 East53rdStreet: ··:· '. ... 

;"-:But w'he·n it came (:to.~\ ! ·.her he~th care· proposals: \~:~~= Soulh:: · '·· .. ' . 

. . to· it; AilastaS.ia swprised ··ti And I can't say ·enough ~Street · · .. · '' 

'. herrnotherbytaikiiJgtothe/ about the· President. ~;;;;:v ·· · ';·: 
·.President aoout: her twit( They'v~~thbeenwonder- ~dw;:iy 

.... · -~-(i'x:"~~.Lp-A~~-v~·s B' ;. G 
. . P, I'. I· I 

.. . I .. 
.,,. .. . .. 

·· CllL'TUR.A&. · 
. . -· 

July 23~-24, & 2s·::~:-_ 
In the Berea Fairgrounds, Berea 

·Tommy Makem · · The Barteycom 
· .. · _.,, 

Makem. Brothe~ & Brian si.iuivan. · ·. Ti 

sister.ThaicaineabOutsim-:'.· ful.. · · · odS1ree1 ~ ·· . · • . iond Avenue . ·: · · ,. . • · •. : ,;-. ., ·. . .· AL. Sn 
_ :' ply eriough;},• '.'For~ ·s_ii1>· ,. . _- . * * *· * * * ac!way · . . '..- ·,· ··_. -; · . . : •· · · . • \\ 

. ><'co:nti~ued~n:pg:'JI'"! .".MARY· a!l~ her :two_ ~1~:;:n~;;'<s~~~;1~"si.)·::~: ::.;::-.-Af~~ & Darby's';o'ik •:The f 
· ':::·•:>>·~<:".· · ·"''. .. ,_:·;·.:,'·' daughters have had good HE NEY/YORK.AREA · •, ·,. · ·-...,~C,·· · · · . · se~'n'Mc 

. Efi:~~;~~n·_s,:;·: i ;~~f :lii~i~~-~ , ;i C~Ve~:=z:~ 
WOODSIDE .1 lion. .: .... ,. e .. - . ·: .. · .... "~·Street-,,.,_~·-·.·:·:•' ·.;'.c2:'/ .. , . 
. .. ., .... · ·• .~·· .. ··., · · • · ···.;1.J.;,-· •• ...... ·~.: .- · 1ingtonStrlie1<r_,;··1 ~-"-~'>':_,-:;-.'. •> Hours Fridav Sp. m M'd . : · TRAVE [·'.-.. ;._; ·" .· · Nt!:xt year Anastasia will (:-·:/:-;;,, .. ., ;~·>'r .. ¥':'.-..·:,/.'.{~;-.. ,; .. ~ ·::;:;:.· ·· , · .. , . :,. ,, - I r 

. :~: ·.:,:-::.'.··,.~ :,::~«! ::;;~_ ...... ~:::;; . . -~g~~~:~~yi:;~~ -~~!~~1~~t~~~--~. 
60-25. Roosevett'Ave~: "o.f supports; mcluding a spe- h-eer NW . . . . 

-~ :Ciai:,t~tor.._and comput~r ~:~~~- . . . 
l equipment, And Alba Wiil nsylvania Avenue 

•,l ,·· : -.\·-... .-,.··~. -::~::·-~·.,)~··:1~ : 
Woodside,·NY 11377 
: .. , :-···· .. !i..:_··,v_i>;;,·'.:· 

(718) 478:9016~'_-'.-
t,, also be put into a regular nacticut Avenue NW 

, thii'd grade class with a simi" !*!' · · · · · · · 

.· _. ; ... ·. :_,;:--·;::""'"":·~,il'-. •.. : 1 larroundofsupports. lnation .·call: · 
[· MarySomozacouldn'tbe I'·· ,. __ ,_ •· ···· .. , ·.' 

MONIAUK L• ISLAND · ' .niore pleased, but she in- 3·3927 477 -.. 
~ tends to keep_.fight~g and..;_7823388 .. · · 
. keep_advocatmg. ·· . , . ~"'"~ ... }_"'._:· ~~- . 

.· .CRilsc~tvtr~ ·. 
RESORT·a( ·1NN 

ON THB L.AKa ·· 
Lociited On 5 BeliutlM AcrH. 
Overlooking Fort Pond. · 

LOW OFF SWOll RATES . 
SPRINQ MIDWEEK Sl'fCIAL . 

· .. s4000 ::! . 
INCLUDES ALL MEALS 

· Chlldr•n In Room FrH; 
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'ANASTASIA 'GETS 
··.· .,· HER··w1Sii: 
., AViclOrY For .. 

.;. ·Inclusion···'.· 
By Catherine Hausman 

. . clas_srooms. Previously, they have been 
'· We have wriucii frcq~cn.t.ly in these pag'es unwillingtouseconsultantteacherservices 
. abciut the ·som:ciza twins; Anastasia1.and : in a systematic way to enable this to'hap-
•• " I : •' • '. • • •,f ~· .. ,~ ' ' • ,1 • I • • • ' ', • , •• 

. Alba; ~oth. of ~ho"m·are disabled arid _µse . pen. , ... :. .. . ... . '·· . . . · .. , .. 
. ..\ .... :-.~~:' i i .. -,:., '. ....... ,-:. . .,·:,;~ ~-:~;;;: _.:,;{:;:;-~ >., ;·~'.>· -.... :.~hc~i~liairs,'~'a.1\ci. ·:.\r.a~t~si~ ·5· plc~,)o · ·.:\~~.~b~:!.~.~ ~~u~"~J0~sev,er~ rti~fi~µ_ities 

··r.,: . .-.· .. · . _,...... ··'."' ........ ~.~···· ......... ··'i:; · President ClintO.n that he~;~~in sist7r •.. ~.~o ~:.~h?.~'."'a.s:~~~_te~p_~~~m~.~~--with:the·e_xtra 
. '-·r,.' ·rJ. ··· ·• ·· .. ·~·;.c;:;. .. ,:,·:. ·_.,;i'rC· : 1 ~ ·..• ; . .,us~sacomputcr_t~co~~uni.cate,bcru\owed .~uppo~ and_se~1~s,,s~l'. need~.-:- a very 
:_:~'.;; \.AP,[:IJ,'.~,~~:~·!!Y::: .. ~ .. ,.!VJP_.

1
, . :.16joi~'-hcdniig~?cral .. Ci:hi~at~6n'<:las~~oom ·_imp_?rtant p~~~~nL :'How'..cin:·a· sc~°?l 

.. ,_. .;.~ii.·,;:.>:".:,: ... ,:+,:.·'. \·; .. 1\-.,;.i~'~'.··;;··;'ur;~; · al hcr_sch.??I'. ~S 2_34 m T~•.b.~ca. Pres1dc~t -~·d·e~y_a~y·~~~e~c~11~.1Jleopport~~1tyto_bem 
.· .• ,~ : ~~._:; ,:i,:. •1--qe:l~?.~~Y~9,8~~-.~;.t;;~; :~-.;;1~ · ·._ Clin~on_ ~aid that. ~e- co_uld. do noth.in~_.as · a· general ~ucation classro~m_.since 1!1e_y 

·~ ·-.:.' 
• -~ .! 

. :·,10th year anniversary:.~'. .. }, . ;Prcs1dcnt.~ut suggested she ask the pn.nc1p~I have esscntiaHy ac_knqw!~~ged that ~1s IS 

· ·.' ... -_.·;,~ ... ·:'. .. :+i·:;\ ,;-:, :-«.: .. /~3· ·. ·oqh~ school.Lo help. Nothing ch~gcd. · . what the State ail~."Fcderal .I.aw· requires 
: :L ··~~-:~:c· .. Off~~~.a)u!J:r~_r)g~ ~f :;'_;~t: ·:·,~:-·!:' re,ww~c~~ ago -~~ba was ti~ for h,er _.th:~ LO do? . . ~ . . . . . . .. •.; ·. 

•rl :,.;J :':} uaiit : ~ail & skin:.care,·~-~~,;~ · }ca.~I~ ,meeting .. b~fore the C.?mn\1ll~ for . := . ''.l~ .. ~hort,'.' ~ays_ ~allagher~H~lme~, :% ;-·;,.,. · .:·~· · .· • ,~~- t· :.;.·r\.·'.)'-"-··. "~·:·:· . . , .. ·,:.;;~. ·· Special Education (CSE), at which ~ey ._. '.movmg th.e services with th_e child is ull1-
,..;· :~~ ~ . '::: l?.?dY: ~~~.~ag~_; ~J~.c~qlys1~; ',j, . dcci~c y.ihat he~ Individual Education Plan ~ mately more cost~ffective",. because you ~--,.f•: • •.t..... .. • •. 0 '", IL1•-'·- ~ (),,..:~ I;: •;'fJ •\'" •' .•; • :\ ' • . . • • ' 1 ,, ••., 

·· .-· .... :waxmg_andcosmebc$.:··~-<:: for,.thc_follo~i~g year will be:·· Alba's enrich_ the general education classroom." 
;,. 1 i"- .• :-'~Jt.;.!~·!i,i.,~.~!. .. .f.'.,!~ :,>• .. •,~·•t;~ .. f,.i,:;;.r.> •' •1!· , 1•1·•'·''~-·,, . , ' ' • c •. • •• .• ' •r ·. • ··' . 

~~!_,:,:~ .-( ;;._,. . .,.",,-,, .. :; .. ,, ... ;-·;.j,+,·.'.· .. >~~-.. ~·~.;.'.:.<:.~:. .moth<;f •. Ma~Y. S9~oza,a.formidablc ad- Alba will no longer be pulled out in the 
{M~ntfOr·:iHi{ad.)~!gel;1 ~%'of(;. ·:y,~c_at~. ro~-hcfda~_ghtc~~srights, c~e pre.: m.iddle of~ .s~ia-~_·sttidies or m~th 1~~s?n to 
· ,_~,·:·:.·.·~6ttef'.e'*'.-:.>6i15 ·-.- ~-.. , ... :di. ·''pared ... ~or ?.~1uls'., T_o ~er grc~t relief, the .havephys1~~lorspec:ehthe":'py;_s_he~1H~ ,. ~.· ·, .... : ... ,;· . "· g ,-.. .. _ ; .. :.;. , comm1uccagrccc) ~ocomply with State and ablctopartic1patemorefullymtheacadem1c 

:o·: .:·::::.;~. _~_r ·. r~ :t ·'(:~~·; .. f\.~r:~L-::~-.-.Jt.1;. -.. '•"j: .·:.~':.' i.\ .·· .. ··-· • .. · ..... · . . ·. . •· •· • ... . . ·., ; •...• ~ ..• ··.:. 

·; •.. ::- ·~. :·, .'..: _. . .; 2·12.873"0940/1 . .": ., . · Federal law which states that children with and social hfe of the classroom .. ·· ... · ~· . 
; ~~~' ;"'.: .. :..: 255\v'. 88 .. st~:.·NY· Nv.-1oo2t:~: ~-~!~a,~'.!i~~s ar_? ?9Li~~~d LO a fr~ .. an~ ~p-. .. . W~a~_.oo·~~~-~?e4 .. 91~ .. P?:~~ri ~ha~ be ~o 
~~~s3.~ : l{ .~{$... ~ .. ~.,;;, ;;;.., ·.;,:-:;.~-~: ·.:.'.~~~~;·~/{'; .. -.~;·¥~--~· ·_. ?.ro~~1atq.~ducat1_()n m the lc~t,.r~tr1~J-~~f.:, < c~~".g~.,.}1J:rlt;:IJ!,1~~?~,~ena~nly_,_the media 

: .. ·.~).·~.~ -:~.~?-';:~. ;~;·~,1. ·;:{:·.~~:~-~"'~r:-·.;~';l!-l·_l~i::Jii~ tJ>1'i~f~1,~ · r1x1~~~nm~R~~J~r4~~-~~ibr.,Jf1~~~2~.:·}~1~~~~~~;~~~~~~~~g-~~~~r~~~~ . 
TS l:H~~l~.Hi~~~~di ~~~:.~~~~ :;:9~r~~~~[ri~ is ~-u~i!Y.r~~. ! n· ih~_ ~?~~ d~~sf~+,' (A~su~.~:;,~·yinri~~.·h9~'t5·:lf~'.~tlit!9~~·~4·~:.r~~h,~~ '. 

. . .,_ ,.. .. 9op~bJ~t .L9. ~~e.frur..~~~~ ph_it~s~p~y., ·I .,1,s going ah_~d Lo 4th gra.dc !.ti Sep Lem ber; ·;model....;..:: ~'they didn't know _how to ~nte 1t 
.. -~··'._}.:!!'_C'a·n'T:\viilk1: away:.:r~orr( good; 'affordable ·~w~ilc-~lba will be ina3r~gnidcda5.sroom), .. up:·:.: And thirdly;. if they ·went .before an 
J ·_;, :.)..,·, f.,:~· ·~-:' ~.;, · ,-fS' · . "'1-~~'"3"1·1,•'.i!· .,,,, ···~"·· .t~·~, ·• · · ,•, ,, ·'' · · . . · . ·· .: · · .·- ·.. · .~ 

c .oth- .'.hotising.'_' f'.'n:.i4mU.~er.~cl}ned Lhe_proprised "/\Iba· ~ill fin.al !Y be iri a general education ·.impartial hearing officer, they knew that 
ot" r .• -> o-.·.-·-· ..... : .,·,., 0 ·~~f·,-r .. ) •. r·-1 ·~- 1 ~.·. •• ···--~ •• , • • ••• • •• 1 ··- •• • • ' 

Id be · residence as ·'.'hmising.\!'JOt a "facility",aild ~.classroom with other children who' arc not . they would_ probably. lose. "If you look at 
I,. •;,'-I"' I ··• I . • J', •' , 'J 1 >{.,.d., • l • ·~ ·.• I I• • '. r .. ~ I"" • • • . · :"- • " 

epcn~ __ she claims that the real'connict arises out of disabled. (Alba has a best friend from her the language of the law (Pl-142, the Chi I-
on in·. discrimination rather than the issue of fair old classroom <ind the hope is that he will be drcn with Disabilities Act) and think about 

"ids iil~.;'share .. '\( · ~< ·\~, :.0;f .:r;; "; ~~i' . 2.'· ~ able l6 move with her). .The Board of .. the intent; this is what Congress wanted -
• I • ~.: ' ol ~ 0 • · •,'" •" •• ,;..•. •'C' !i..:. l . • '3• -I• :, 'I ,~·T. •• ·''"' I ..... , '~ . ,· ' , • •· • , •. 

hould, :-·v,.: Docs'sticti a;:chaiacterization. ignore the Educ~tion wi_ll continue Lo provide a para- ·.,,,children should be .in the least resuicted 
·cid~ ··r&iri~sucsf"'Acll~grrle~bcisofiheco~liitioii prbre~sibnal and a commu.nications spc-·:':'(ruid lea.st ·segregated) environment pos­
orm·y: ·ha.ve been Slung .by ·acc~saLions of preju- cialistto assist Alba in Lhc USC of her com- Sible." 

. dice, butthose I spoke with voiced a genuine puter which allows her Lo "speak" and do · Adv"ocates for Children expects to see 
com- concern, both about the problems. bes~LLing her work. In addition, there will be a morccasescomebcforethcCSEchallenging 
flhe the homeless an_d, Ql~cr';Mpcncifof'Wi'ula~ co~su1LJfr1i'tcachc_r available LO support the the city LO implement the consultant teacher 

Lions, and abo~t·thCir owii 'fear{regh'rding. head teacher." .':".. . ' · · model. Gradually.New York City's special 
the ncighbcl'rb6od)'dc"l~ri~taLion~~:::\.~i:"'" -~ ... Ellen' Gallagher-Holmes, an auomey at education system, Lhe most segregated in 

The coaiition,:iri ili position ·P~i>e.r: iaiis ·Advocates· For Children here in the city, the nation, \\'.ill conform to the law and 
, re- for a moratorium on any addition.at'soci<ll .·says this is a significant b_rcaklhrough: provide a beucr education - and a more 
scr-. services· faciliLics~·fr) their. neighborhOOd~ ~'We're dcalini(with a stale· and city that hopcfulfuture for children with disabilities. 
bor- ·Cindy FreidmultednsistS, "OMH.'s<housirlg have routinely: denied children ~ilh dis- Anastasia and Alba Somoza will have been 
m in is not salilrati'ng' the Upper _Wesf Side"'.': I: . ~bi ii tics membership in general education some of its earliest pioneers.. • • 

.r 

I I 

min- can'tspeak f~rth~othercityagendcs.'~.B~t ·. ·: .. ;: . . · ~-· , 
nof that'_spartofth~probl~m-Lhccity'sspci~ ,. .. 1ft · ~-
me. scrv1cesarenotcoordmatcd. AsarcsulLthe . · .·.. l~liia.. .... · .--------•••• 



Mr. Jack Colombo, 
Chairperson, 
Committee on Special Education, 
330 WEst 18th STreet, 
New York, 
N.Y. 10010 

September 2nd 1993 

Dear Mr. Colombo, 

Mary Somoza, 
452 WEst 57th sTreet, 2E 
New York, 
N.Y.10019 

As per my telephone call to your office to-day I am confirming 
September 13th 1993 at 9 a.m. as the date for the IEP review 
meeting. 

I would be grateful if you could let me know at your 
earliest convenience if your Inclusion team (all the persons who 
will be working with Alba and Anastasia - consultant teachers, 
therapists, general ed teachers etc.,) will be meeting to come 
up with an implementation plan. If so, I would like to be part 
of that group when they meet. 

I would ~lso like to know if anything has been worked 0out 
about adapting the curriculum for each individual child. I have 
still not received a copy of the curriculum which I requested at 
our June 11th meeting, and I really would like to receive that as 
soon as possible. 

I have also not heard anything about the request I made by 
telephone to have a meeting with the Principal, Ms. Switzer at P.S. 
234 before the start of school. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience 
so you can clarify all of the above mentioned information. 

5incer;ly
1

, 

I L (_(Lt·;·.· 
Mary Somoza 

c.c. Advocates for Children 

,. 
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PALSY 
ASSOCIATIONS 
Advancing the independence of people with disabilities 

W>rd 

frotn Washington 

Rep. Major R. Owens (NY) testified at a House hearing 
on the telecommunications infrastructure: "Our future 
electronic village must contain no barriers; the frontier of the 
tele-community must be open to every American; we must 
ensure that no gateway is closed to any user based on color, sex, 
race, religion or disability. " 
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DDPC FOCUSES ON FAMILY SUPPORT 
During the past few months, the 
ew York State Developmental 

iisabilities Planning Council 
1DPC) has sponsored a series of 
1ctivities on the topic of Family 
3upport. 

Now that the Family Support 
,egislation has been passed, the 
cask of implementing the intent of 
1hat law still needs to be addressed. 

Considerable progress has been 
·nade toward this implementation, 
;ince the iaw was pas:;ed in August 
992. Commissioner Howe and her 
taff are to be commended for their 
fforts to actively involve parents in 
1e planning of family supports and 
1 developing more effective ways 
. provide assistance to families. 

Family Support 
Councils have now 
been established at all 
21 DDSOs 

The Commissioner's Family Sup­
ort Advisory Council. now known 
s the Consumer Council, has 
,jen expanded to include repre­
entatives from each DDSO Family 
;upport Council. Family Support 
:ouncils have now been establishe~d 
t all 21 DDSOs, and are in the 
recess of identifying the needs of 
1milies in their regions, developing 
riorities for funding family sup­
orts, and reviewing and awarding 
rants to meet identified needs. 
On April 20 and 21, 1993, the 

1DPC, in cooperation with the Office 

of Mental Retardation/ Develop­
mental Disabilities (OMRDD), spon­
sored a two-day seminar in Albany 
on the role of these Family Support 
Councils. Attending the seminar 
were the Directors and Family Sup­
port Coordinators of each DDSO, 
and a parent member of their 
Council. 

This seminar was a direct result 
of the need identified eariler this 
year by the Commissioner's Coun­
cii io provide information ami 
assistance to the local Councils to 
help them become more effective 
in carrying out their role. 

On May 21 and 22, 1993, the 
DDPC cosponsored the North East 
Family Support Conf8rence held in 
Albany in cooperation with the 
Human Services Research Institute 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Parents and professionals from six 
states met to hear national "ex­
perts" in the field discuss issues 
relating to the provision of family 
supports. Several of the "gradu­
ates" of the DDPC's training 
projects attended and also served 
as presenters. 

On June 4, 1993, a Family Sup­
port Seminar was sponsored by the 
DDPC for parent members of the 
Family Support Councils of the five 
boroughs of New York City. Approx­
imately 70 individuals participated 
in that meeting which was held at 
Manhattan Developmental Services 
Office on Morton Street. 

The meeting was held in 
response to a C!·r-:::c· ...... voiced by a 

parent from New York City that so 
many conferences were held in 
Albany and not accessible to many 
parents in the city. 

Information from the Albany con­
ferences was shared, and discus­
sions held on the Family Support 
legislation, the provision of family 
supports and the role of the Family 
Support Councils. 

The DDPC and OMRDD are in 
the process of planning a series of 
regionai iraining programs for ;i1e 
local councils to be held in the Fall 
1993. 

GET INVOLVED ... 
We urge you to become 

involved in your local Council. 
Call the Family Support Coordin­

ator at your DDSO for more 
information. 

;_·;~·•·•.-iN;•1tu.is·••···n·ssu·iE:·•·········· 



At its annual meeting, the ODPC 
:o presented a Junior Achieve­
:nt Award to Anastasia Somoza 
representing New York State on 

~ national TV show of the meeting 
children with President Clinton in 
Jruary, 1993. Anastasia captured 

1e hearts of the nation when she 
;ked President Clinton to help her 
·:in sister, Alba, become included 
1 a regular class in September. 
Both nine-year-old girls have 

-::erebral Palsy, and Anastasia has 
1een doing well in a regular third 

grade, but her sister was denied in­
clusion because of her more severe 
disabilities. 

Anastasia's advocacy for inclu­
sion will benefit children and 
families all over the country. 

Anastasia gets her wish 
As a result of Anastasia's TV ap­

pearar:ice, we are pleased to in­
form you that on ,;,.me 8, 1993, U;e 
school did agree to have Alba be 
included in a regular grade next 
semester. 

Alba will be receiving the follow­
ing support services: two hours per 
day of consultant teacher services; 
10 hours a week of a special educa­
tion teacher providing direct or in­
direct services; participation in a 
regular physical education program; 
an evaluation for a motorized 
wheelchair; a computer for use in 
the home and a 12-month program. 
All supports and therapies will be 
provided in the regular classroom. 

I " ... it's for all children 
with disabilities. J 
hope other parents will 
read about this and 
ask." Mary Somoza 

This situation demonstrates that 
children with disabilities cannot be 
denied placement in a regular 
classroom if they can be educated 
there through the use of needed 
~' 1nnnrtc 

''This wasn't just for Anastasia 
and Alba, it's for all children with 
disabilities,'· said Mary Somoza, the 
girls' mother, as she spoke of her 
battles with the bureaucracy. 

"I hope other parents will read 
about this and ask." 

Allan Bergman of the ~~ational 

United Cerebral Palsy Association 
stated: "We're part of the way 
home. The school district has 
recognized that Alba has the right 
to take her place among her peers. 
This needs to be the precedent 
now, for other kids' parents lo re­
quest inclusion." 

Letters to the President 
The following is a copy of the 

letter Mary Somoza wrote to Presi· 
dent Clinton: 

June 11, 1993 
Dear President Clinton: 

Words cannot express my 
gra:itude for your i"terest ::-: my 
child's school situation. I thrnk the 
decision of the New York City Board 
of Education to allow Alba in a 
regular education class in 
September, with full supports, is 
definitely a step in the right 
direction. 

As you know we have a long way 
to go in New York. Your interest has 
sent a message to parents like 
myself that you are the true Presi­
dent of Inclusion. I do not think that 
anyone who has witnessed that 
wonderful moment with you and 
Anastasia could have doubted that 
you would not do your best to help 
her. And you most certainli did! 

As a mother, I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart and as a parent 
advocate I look forward to the day 
when all children with disabilities 
are included in the schools 
alongside their non-disabled peers. 
With the support you have shown, 
and hopefully will continue to show, 
that dream could become a reality. 
God Bless You! 
Sincerely, 
~A '::l nt C::(')rntl7::1 

The following is a copy of thi 
letter written by Anastasia on he 
computer: 

June 12, 199: 
Dear Mr. President: 

My mom went to a meeting or 
Tuesday and they told her Alba, m1 

twin sister. can go to a regular clas: 
in September. We are both very 
very happy. I would really like tc 
thank you because you said y0t 
would try to help and you did. 

My whole family is very proud o 
what you did. I see you on TV a lo 
and it reminds rne of when I met you 

I got an award yesterday as ; 
young advocate of the year. It's fo 
helping people with disabilities, bu 
I think you should have got it. I thin I 
you are a great president and I wii 
vote for you when I grow up. 

3rd Anniversary foz 
signing of ADA 

July 25th marked the third an 
niversary of the signing of tht 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
The day was remembered witt 
marches and rallies. 

In New York City, participant: 
marched from 42nd Street anc 
Madison Avenue to Madiso1 
Square Park at 26th Street, bet 
ween Madison and Fifth Avenue 

Guests included Clevelanc 
Robinson, Justin Dart, and .Jud· 
Heumann. The day was capped b. 
performances by the Nation.: 
Theather & Onyx Theater of the 
Deaf, Streetsingers, and Johnn­
Crescendo, with M .C. Henr 
µ,.1~on 


