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OFICINA DEL GOBERNADOR - OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR |
LA FORTALEZA |
SANJUAN, PUERTORICO  §~ U" |

Teléfono/Telephone (809) 729-0904 1o ‘ Ld
| Fax: (809) 729-0906

HOJIA DE TRAMITE|FAX

FECIM/DATE-' Qctober 4, 199&

A/TO : _Ms. Julie Hopper

| FAX + (202) 456-2239

: Marjorie Ferraioli

*  Directora/Director

Oficina de Enlace/Lzmson
o ASUNTO/SUBJECT

| DE/FROM

| cOMENTARIOSICOMMENTS:

). Attached please find Mrs. Rosselld’'s "bio".

She is scheduled to speak right after Mrs. Clinton,
| on October 6, at the Lulac Presidential Dinner.. She
| will be speaklng on: 'the Health Reform in Puerto Rlco

Thank you for you help,

Oy

o .
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: Ashley Raines, OEOB 145.
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,.,_,-,,_g‘ﬂFI‘{QM: Melinda N. Bates, Director, Visitors Office \)‘b

TS
3

RE o 1994 Fall Garden and House Tour | | Lo o

‘...l

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON -

- A September 23, 1994

Please‘vgrﬁy' the information on the reverse.

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL EOP PASSHOLDERS

.
t e 2

The annual, White House Fall Garden and House Tour is scheduled on:
| Saturday, October 15, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon and 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
GE e §pnday, October 16, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

There are no Congressmnal guided, Group, or Public Tours on Saturday

This tour is open to the public, and no tickets or reservations are used The pubhc line begins |
at the Southeast gate. P e L R

The Visitors Office is happy to include special access for staff and their guests on both days.
All passholders with hard passes that display the passholder picture are invited to bring up to
6 guests «per, day for -admittance at-the times-listed, bélow." We regret that int&rn, press, and
volunteer passes, or those without a photo, are unable to use this procedure. **

Saturday, October 15 between 10 am and noon, and between 3 and 5 pm

S o ',,' -‘-.} ‘i N \.,. K

Sunday, October 16, between 2 and 5 pm

Entry for the Garden Tour is only through the Visitor Entrance on "East Execufive Avenue No

staff or guests may enter through the House itself, and guests may not be cléared. -Staff: must' .
display hard passes. The staff/guest line begins at the Visitors Entrance, and continues north .
along the fence to Pennsylvania Avenue. The staff hne will alternate entrance w1th the public
line commg from the south. ’

Visitors view the Jacqueline Kennedy *Garden, South rLaWn, Chrldren 's Garden, Rose Garden,
and the State Floor rooms of the White Hause.. Photographs are permrtted on the grounds, but
not;in. the ‘Rose;Garden nor in the White House. In cas¢ of in¢lement.weather; the .tours are

" cancelled and not rescheduled. . , C ‘.

) '\- . :..."‘,1 vl'“

We hope you will take advantage of this spec1a1 opportunity to show the Grounds and the State
Floor rooms to your family and guests. T T A I VL S

oy ~® ‘
i i
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LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS
All for one...One forAl!

" National Office

El Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 577-0726 « (9135) 577-0654
FAX:577-0914 '

FAX SHEET |

‘'p; Hororable Hillary Rodham Clinon

From: #4942 R. Pcena / LULAC National Office

Subject;__Invitation
‘ Fax number;___ (802)-L56- 62k E '
Number of pages (including cover sheet): > !

- Comments:

Thank yYour

Kenne Ramirez

Please call 577-0726 or 577-0654, if you have trouble receiving this fax.



Belen B. Robles
National President

Honorable Hillary Rodlmn Clinton : /t? '
The First Lady /
The White House
Washington, D.C,

Dear First Lady:

On behalf of TUT.AC, the nation’s nldest and largest Hispanic civil rights organization, I would
Tike to extend an invitation to you to setve as our keynote speaker at dinner on tiursday, October
6, 1994 at the Hntel Washington, in D.C. This event is the culmination of one week meet.mgs
by our national board of directors which is comprised of Hispanics from 14 states. At the dinner
we will hanar Relen R. Robles, the hmory- making first woman national presideit of LULAC.

~ Drwing her term Ms. Robles plans to concentrate on a variety of issues,primary Universal Care

Reform and support for the Crime Bill now in Congress- Additional issues include: Immigration,
Faucation, Domestic Policy, Economic Development, Trade, Foreign Affairs and civil nghts for

- ' all Americans

“Hispanics have contributed nnich to our nation’s culture, history and economy, yet we are of en
overiooked in the corridors of power,” Ms, Robles has publicly stated. “We must be visienary to

ensure that the future economic, social and political well-being of our people is the best we can
mn.ke it” '

LULAC will be bonor in having you es our Keynote Speaker becuuse drough your commitment
and caring you have touch the future of our Nauon

e o | | ‘}‘}//aﬁ Za/ltawt

- AdaR. Pea ‘/D
- Nestional LULAC u/l

Secrewary for Domcsdc Policy

ggg -130 I

ce: Suzanne Valdez
Associate Director of Public Linison

encl: 2

LULAC Headquartcrs . State National Plaza * 221 North Kansas Suite 1211 + E} Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 577-0726 - Fax (016) 677-0014



Relen BB. Robles
Nationa! President

LULAC To Congress: “Stop Bickering
Give Us Universal Health Coverage!”

For iminediate release: August 17, 1994
Information: Belen Robles, 5774726

i
A

The Lengue of United Latin Amecicimn Citizens (1.ULAC) said texlay it supports u_l—l_ir_e_rié\l health
Care coveripe which would provide l.ninimum impact to the poor, working women, seniﬁr citizens,
and smialt businessmen and women. LULAC called on Congress (o put aside party dilTerences in
the interest of the heaith and well-heing of all Americans. In a leiter to the House and Senate
commillees wresiling with health care refor, LULAC national officials outlined what it feels are
the key points in an effective universal health care program and advised members of Congress that

it wants 1o be included in the implementation, oversight and evaluation of proposed legislation.

‘ Belen Robles, president of LULAC, the nation's nldest and largest Hispanic civil rights
orgmization, said Ity in Puerto Rico that LULAG has begun a lobbying campaign with all

members of Congress to infoun thew ol the need o movide healih e coverage for all Americans
-
leas of ability to pn

I'CEL“_’J_XMI'ONC“Hg the financial viability of small businesaincn and

\
women. She noted that 2 key component of any Jegislation should be measured by provisions for
—— -
preventiive health care. “Because of the way our health care system is currently structured. we
tend 10 react to catastiophic or serious illnesses and situations that in owr opinion could be greatly

~ reduced through preventative health care services,” said Robles, the first ever woman o lead the

more Ihan 250,000-member organization.
- ]

“T{xiny in the United States, there ase fiterally millions of men, women and children (not covered
by heatth insurance) that arc living on the edge of disaster.” Robles saidl. “Just one major injury or
illess can drive an individual or family into financial ruln, causing families t be ripped apart, at a

time when they need the emotional strength to survive a crisis.” fo

‘ ' S ' -continted-

LULAC iteadquarters » State National Plaza + 221 North Kansas, Suite 1211 * E! Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 577-0726 « Fax (915) 577-0814 -



page 2

FULAC meeting in El Paso, Texns, mtilicd a position that urges Congress 1o incorporale (he
following points in any final legislation:

o JOO% coverage Tor all Americans as Soon as pussible, and within ten yewurs

¢ Provide at! Americans’a choice in sdeding the Nealth cane plan best snited Lo their situations
= Comprehensive preventative health care features | |

¢ Provide coverage for Caiastrophic Hliness or njury

o DPortability provisions in avy healtly care reform

o Tax credits for BO%: but nut less thain S0 of premiums paid by small business on employees

e

healilcare coverage
_—. B T ' - L . »
o IifTective Cost Contaimment provisions for the insured and employers

o No negative impact on Senior Citizens

& A redefiniiion of smal! business category o inchide isinesses with up o 100 employees

—

“We have the gremest health care delivery sysiem in the world (oday, whal Congress needs to do

now is to disregard partisan lincs ond draft the legislation that is necessaty 1 achieve Universal

Lealth care coverage,” said Robles.

Robles said the LL-JLAC national office is now o the process of notifying each and every individual

member of Congress ul the organizations interest iif the on-going health care reform debate.

LULAC, with membets in 42 states, has a long l.lislury of working to insure the civil and social

rights of Hispanics in the U.5. are protecied.

-30-



Belen B. Robles
National President

LULAC Supports Ban on Assault Weapons
Rifles, Handguns OK for Hunting/Protection

For immediate release: August 18, 1994
Information: LULAC National Office,
(915)577-0654

Belen Robles, LULAC National President, announced Thursday in Puerto Rico that the

League of United Latin American Citizens supports the legislation to ban assault

weapons and urges Congress to pass it.

LULAC also supports a Crime Bil] that will add more resonrces to the law enforcement

‘ communities across the country.

“Our society has become too violent already,” Robles, the first woman national president

of LULAC, said. “There's no need for assault weapons.”

Robles said although LULAC supports a ban on-assault weapons, the organization does

not support a ban on handguns for protection or rifles for hunting. S 9

o M

LULAC Headquarters ¢ State National Plaza « 221 North Kansas, Suite 1211 « El Paso, Texas 79901
' (618) §77-N776 + Fax (915) 577.0914



'SEP 26 ’94 14:38 ADA_TRAVEL,INC. . _ P2

The League'of'United Latin American Citi:ans
cordially invites you to the

PRESIDENTIAL DINNER
‘ honoring

'BELEN.-B. ROBLES
LULAc—nx:ranE“PREBIDENT

KEYNOTE SPBAKER: FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

GUEST SPEAKER: FIRST LADY OF PUBRTO RICO
MAGA ROSSELLO

Thursday, October 6, 1994
Hotal Washington
15th & Pennsylvania Awenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C.

Black Tie Optional 3 - 6:30-7:30 p.m.- Reception
$50.00 per person : 7:30-10:30 p.m.- Dinner



Schedulg Request

9/1/94

ACCEPT

.
v

___REJECT PENDING

"TO:

FROM:

REQUEST: -

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:

Patti- Solis .
Assistant to the First Lady and
Director of Scheduling

Suzanna Valdez
~ Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Joe Velasquez
Assistant to the President
Office of Political Affairs

For the First Lady to serve as the keynote speaker

at the naplonal-hoard of directors dinner for LUEAC
(League of United Latin American Citizens).

To demonstrate support for both the Latino
community and LULAC.
communtty &ne

Established in 1929, LULAC is one of the nation's
oldest and largest grass roots Hispanic organizations.

It seeks to promote full social, political, economic

and ediucational rights for Hispanics in the United
States. ) -

Thursday, October 6th -- Saturday, October 8th,
LULAC will be holding a national board of
" directors conference to foctis on the issues that most
importantly affect the Latino community, such as
crime and health care. '

pp——
— —

LULAC has been one of the President's most
supportive groups in the Latino community
. regarding health care and the importance of

universal coverage. (see attached-statement)

None

Thursday, October 6th -- 7:30pm.



LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

Washington, D.C.
Hotel Washington - ‘
15th & Pennsylvania Avenue NE

Belen Robles, LULAC President -- 1st ever female
President ‘

LULAC National Board of Directors --

200 participants

To be provided by speechwriters. -

Open Press



Itelen B. Rotdes
Nutional President

LULAC To Congress: “Stop Bickering
Give Us Universal Health Coverage!”

For inuncdisk relewse Avgust 17, 1904
lefoemmuon Delen RoNce, $TYTU726

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) aid today it suppeonts universal health
vare coverage which woulU rovide miumum impact o e oG, working women, scaior tilizens,
wid small businessmen aud women. LU AC called on Congress to pert uvide paty diﬂqc.ncas in
the interest of the health and weli-being of wll Amnencans. In a lerter to the louse and Scowc
Cummitlc:ls wrestling with health cue 1etorm, LUT.AC national o{Ticiols outhned wiw i feels arc
the hey points inun ettective univesal healtiy care progmm wul advised members of Congress that

it wanis Lo be included in the huplenmnmli{.m. uversight und evajuaton of pryymosed legisiation.

Beler Robies, president of LULAC, the nation's oldest and Jargest Hispane civil rights
urxanization, said tday s Pueto Rico that LULAC has begun 1 kebbying cumpaigs with all
membzrs of Congress W infortu them of e ueed 1o provide Lealth care coverape for all Ainericans
regirdless of ahility w payv. whie prawcceung te financial viahility of small businussmen and
womer. Six poted thal & ke coinponent of any legitlation shouid be messiired by previsiuns for
pieventatve health care. "Because of the way our healih can: AvSiem is cusresily sUuctured, we
et 1o react to catasuophie a1 xerivus ihinesses amd sitwations that in our opuuuon eouid be greatly
redunad Wiough preventatve bealth care services.” swd Robles. the fin: eve: womat o lead the

mine thar 250,000 megnbaer organization

“Iodayin Ue Lnied States, inere are literally authuons of imep, womven ano children inot covaed
tn heylth ins‘nra'ncc) Uus ave living o the edge of ditaster.” Rubles said. “Just one Majof Lojury (u
ilincss van drive an individund or famity into financial ruin, cagsing familu= o he ripped apart, at a
hiie when they peed the Citioma; sueogth to survive " crisie.”

-~

<ontinued-

1LULAC i{2adquaners + State Naiioal Plaza + 221 Nuith Kansas, Sulte 1213 » El Puso. Texas 79901
[915) 972-0726 » Fax (915) 5770014

e



page 2

LULAC. meeting in Ll Paso. “lexan, ratified a positon that urges Comgress to inconnwrsie The
fullowing paints in any final kegislauon:

¢ 10X coverage for al Amencans as s00n as possible. and withir. wen years

e Privide all Americans 8 choice 1n selecting the health care plan hest suited to theit Gmations
e Cosaprvbensive preventative health care features

s Provide covernge fur Cutustinphic Niness or Injury

o Porability provisions in any I.ulll;' care reformn

o Tux creduts tor t:u)'k bart not less thun S0% of premiums paid by small business on cmployees
health care coverupn:

¢ Effcetive Cost Contuiniment provisions for (he insured and enpioyers

¢ No pegutive impet on Senion Citizens

o A redetinition of srandl business categary to include businesses with up to 100 employees

“We have the groutest health care delvery sysicmn the wordd oy, what Congress aeeds to do
How 1< 16 disreggt puntisan tines and draft the legialution that is necessamy 1o achieve Universal

hoalth core ciiverape,™ saud Robles.

Kabies sail ihe LULAC rationa’ office is now in the process of noufving cack amd very individual

memher of Congress of the organizauons ipicrest in flu: oe-gaing health care reformm debate.

I17.AC, win: membens in 42 stales, has a jong hasiory of working 1o insure the civil anc social

nghts vl Faspamics o the U.S. wn privecied

KL




Belen B. Robles
National President

Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
The First Lady '

. 'The Whits House
Washington, D.C.

Deat Pirat Lady: | :

On behalf of LULAC, the nation's oldest and Iargest Hispanis civil rights crganization, I would
like to extend an invitation to you to serve as our keynote speaker at'x:m onthursday, October
6, 1994 at the Hote]l Waghington, in D.C. This svent is the oulmination of one wesk of peetings
by our national board of directors which is com of Hispanics from44 states. At the dinner
we will honor Belen B. Robles, the history- making first waman national president of LULAC.

Duting her term Ms. Robles plans to concsnirate on a varisety of imuse,primary Universal Care
Reform anc support for the Crime Blll now in Congress- Additional issues include: Im.t:ldglﬁon.
Education, Domestic Polioy, Bconomic Development, Trads, Foreign Affalrs and civil cights for

_ . all Amaricans
*Hispanjos have contributed much to our midcn‘o culture, histoty and economy, yet we are often
omfo‘.f\s‘ud in the corridurs of powet,” Ms, Robles has publicly stated, "We muat be visionary to

sTure lttl:m the future sconomie, social and politieal wegibdn; of our pecple is the best we can -

LULAC will e Lionor in having you as our Keynot: Speaker because throu.h your commitment
and caring you have touch the gmne of our Natjon.. |

=

Secretary for Domesti¢ Policy

ce: Suzanne Valdex
Azsociate Director.of Public Linlson

| encl: 2

LULAC Headquartera « State National Plaza « 221 North Kansas, Suite 1211 + El Paso. Texas 76801
- (9181 577-0726 - Fax (015) 577-0014 ' -
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P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office |[(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]
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PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA|

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
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b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA|

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
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b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
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b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |(b)(7) of the FOIA|

h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions |(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|



Schedule Request

date:l/ 2§ [’ "\

/'

iy ACCEPT ___REGRET ) PENDING
‘ / W

TO: Patti Solis i s(\%@
FROM: Joan N. Baggett \ N 6 \

-Political Affalrs _ I
REQUEST: For the First Lady to be the Keynolte Speaker at this

year's Women's Leadership Forum National Conference.
PURPOSE: To show support for the WLF and its members.
BACKGROUND: The WLF was created to provide Democratic women

- PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
DURATION:
LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:

RECOMMENDED BY:
CONTACT:

- with their own means of national organization and

leadership within the party as well as the opportunity

!
!

to address key issues. The WLF is made up of women -

CEQ's of both large and small corporations, women In
the Arts, and other prominent women leaders.

The Conference, which is their second, will be opened
by the WLF Chair, Mrs. Gore. The WLF members will

" also be attending a reception at the Naval Observatory

that evening with Mrs. Gore.

The First Lady spoke at last year's convention.
Lunch on Wednesday, October S.

1 hour.

A downtown Washington hotel TBD

Mrs. Gore
Over 500 women/WLF Members

TBD -

"To be provided by Political Affairs/Speechwriting

Open for remarks.

Joan N. Baggett
Joan N. Baggett
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HEADLINE: LONG ROAD FOR LULAC LEADER
BYLINE: TESSIE BORDEN, THE HOUSTON POST STAFF
BODY:

‘Belen Robleg was wpmsldent of the League of United Latin
American Citizens on July 2, but she's been running for the post since 1970.

"I've always considered myself a maverick, in this and in my job," said Robles, 56.
Robles, who on Wednesday made her friend Dolores Guerrero's Washington
Avenue restaurant her base of operations, is in town to help LULAC's Houston

Council No. 60 mark its 60th anniversary.

She will speak tonight at the counc1l's celebration starting at 7:30 p.m. at the
Medallion Hotel.

Robles said W—b&%ﬂme it was too soon

“for the membership to consider having a woman president She ran again in 1976,
,hex;the__gr_cu_lp,held_lts national convention in California and she thought a more

: pwght prevail. It was not to be that time, either., T

Through the years, other women have also run for the job, and Robles became
friends with them. She said Anita Del Rio, a former candldate from Callforma, gave
her a lot of personal support.

She said the women of LULAC, which has 210,000 members natxonw1de, also
supported her this time, somethmg that had not happened before.

"In the past, women were reluctant to vote for a woman president," she said. "The
last time I ran, about 50 percent of the women's membership did not vote for me."

Robles says she plans to run things "somewhat differently than a man would" and
has been workmg on appointing a cabinet to help her set policy for the organization.
Guerrero is the secretary for commerce and trade.



Robles plans to concentrate on two areas she considers 1mportant for the
organization: education and civil rights. (,4,,(/ CAA/(/

She has been workmg on appomtmg an education committee that will hold an
"education summit" in Chicago in late fall. She wants the committee to develop a
five-year plan to improve Hispanics' dismal percentages in education:
percent finish high school, only 10 percent finish college, and only about 1

percent get a post-graduate degree.
N A :

She also wants to appoint a civil rights. commission to develop an "activists'
manual" to be distributed to the local councils that will provide guidelines on how to
protest civil rights violations in the public and private sectors. :

Robles began working in 1971 for the U.S. Customs Service as one of only five
women inspectors. She is now chief inspector for the cargo facility in El Paso.

At the same time, she has raised three children, one of whom lives in Houston. ]
Alongside her is her husband of 40 years, Ramiro Robles. * '

"It seems as if we were married just yeéterday," she said.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO Jerry Cllck / The Houston Post, New LULAC president Belen
Robles says she will concentrate on education and civil rights.

' LOAD-DATE-MDC: September 17, 1994
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HEADLINE: LULAC launches program;
Hispanic economic gain is effort's target

BYLINE: Sylvia Martinez, Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News
BODY: |

On the day before MexwaMMhed an economic .

development program that officials said is designed to help Hispanics gain economic

independence.
<« "

"The civil rights issue of the '90s and of the year 2000 and beyond_is_economig
empowerment," LULAC regional director Hector Flores said Thursday at a news
conference at City Hall. -

LULAC officials, who complained that the city's minority contracting program is
unfair to Hispanics, said they decided to try to help, rather than throwing rocks.

So they created the "Dallas Si Campalgn" to help Hlspamc-owned businesses obtain
c1ty contracts.

"Thls is not an adversarial campaign, this is an awareness campalgn," said David

. Cruz, chairman of the newly formed project.

"Hlspamcs are not being treated fairly when it comes to business opportumtxes in
Dallas."

The goal of the program is to increase the number and size of city contracts
awarded to Hispanic-owned businesses and educate them about the city's minority -
contracting opportunities. -

Officials with the League of United Latin American Citizens have complained that
the city's minority contracting goals for Hispanics are too low because they are based
on the number of businesses within the city's limits.

However, the law specifies that the city can only count businesses within the city
to set its goals. To count businesses outside the city's corporate limits would require



a change in legislation, city officials said.

Jiroko Rosales, director of the c1ty s Office of Minority Business Opportunity,

defended the city's program, saying that it is "working for what it was designed to
do." S

Still, she'comr'nended LULAC's caxnpaign.

"If the effort is going to result in increasing people s awareness that there is a A city
program . that's a positive thing," she said.

City Council member Chris Luna said he thought it was appropriate that the
program be launched just before Diez y Seis de Septiembre celebrations. The holiday
commemorates the day in 1810 when Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla called his
followers to rebel against the Spanish. :

"As we remember our hentage and our past, clearly the klnd of independence
we're looking for now is economic mdependence,“ he said. "LULAC has stepped up

to the plate, much like Father Hldalgo did, and is ringing that bell to educate and to -

mobilize the masses and saying now is the time to make sure that we have our
* economic independence. "

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Hector Flores ;. LOCATION: League of United Latm Amerlcan
Citizens.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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AT THE tail end of the League of United Latin American Citizens convention in El
Paso, Johnny Mata, district director of the Houston LULAC, scurried around the

stage, consultmg anxiously with leaders and scribbling on paper.

Mata was wording and rewordmg a resolution condemning what experts believe is,
flawed research that minimizes the contributions of immigrants to this country and
maximizes the drain. It is an important issue, one that Mata has tried to counter at

~ the local level for months and among several resolutions scheduled to be voted on by

the delegates before they departed

He should have given it up. After the acrimonious election of a new national
president that began at 8 a.m. and dragged on till 9 p.m, it wasn't that no one had
the will to cons1der serious 1ssues, it was that there was no one left to consider

anything.

The resolutlons, whatever they would have been, that

- customarily close LULAC's conventions were lost in the winds of an election that
-consumed all energies. No real business got conducted save the election. No lofty

issues got addressed. No serious attempts were made to tackle the critical problems

confrontmg Latinos.

""Thls is nothing here," Mata had said, earher that- day amid the dlsheartemng

maneuvering.

""The most significant thing you will see is wban gthe election is over and members
leave the convention prepared to leave the c«nﬂubehmd them and work together to -
carry out the resolutions that are passed.

""It's not thls that matters," Mata had said munchly

""Because leaders come and gg\ Q‘amms 'bane o semaia, *



'mdlcted in a massivi

* rights mission.

~ Puerto Ricans controlled election
But in what form? And to what end?

On the cover of the official convention booklet that listed the agenda was a color

" photograph featuring the sun-drenched coast of Puerto Rico and carrying the
headline: LULAC Puerto Rico Salutes El Paso! LULAC 66th Annual Convention,

June 26-]u1y 1, 1995, San ]uan, Puerto Rico.

On the far bottom, in much smaller, much less distinct type, was the subhead:

1994, LULAC Making History On the Border. This, presumably, offered up lest

delegates forget where they were — this year.

In the four-year national presidency of Jose Velez, the Las Vegas casino promoter_

e Puerto Rican

tence on LULAC has multiplied. Velez, a multimillionaire born in Nicaragua of a
Puerto Rican father, was himself an anomaly in this most venerable of
Mexican-American groups.

At the convention this year, 120 out of 604 voting delegates were from Puerto Rico,
more than the entire Texas delegation. In the end, they controlled the election,

- wearing their specially printed T-shirts, chattering in their uniquely accented Spamsh,

hanging almost exclusively together, voting as a solid bloc and intimidating at least a -
few of the more modest, more retiring, Mexican-Americans. -

Puerto Ricans are, after all, a very different breed of Hispanics. Beyond style, their
focus on pet issues like international politics, statehood for their commonwealth and
minority procurement contracts for their businessmen, raise fears among more
traditional LULAC members that the group will stray too far from its original civil

""We faced some of the same issues with Puerto Ricans in the National Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce," says Marcos Rincon, former president of the chamber and a
member of Dallas LULAC Councxl 100.

""The Puerto Ricans tend to have deeper pockets than most Mexican-Americans so
more of them can afford to travel long distances to these conferences. They also.are
a majority in their own country so they're aggressive. They're used to making
demands, getting their own way and rolling over anything and anyone else that
stands in their way.

Awareness of clout needed

""It's not so much that Mexican-Americans have a minority mentality but that they
have been slow to realizé their potential clout and are caught unprepared. It's not



even so much that Puerto Ricans are ruthless but that they come into these groups
. well-organized, with a definite agenda, ready to spot the weakness and seize the
opportunity. "

- Itis in their nature, says a longtime leader in one of the oldest LULAC councils in
Texas who privately worries the Puerto
Rlcans will take over the tradltlonally Mexican-American group

""The Puerto Ricans are good for LULAC in a way, they bring in so much energy
and enthusiasm and we need that. But we have to watch them. We wouldn't want
them to take over our group," says the leader, who has been a member of the

65-year-old LULAC for decades

""LULAC has meant too much to Mex1can-Amer1cans in Texas. It has been too big
a part of us for way too long, :

"™We can't let it slip out of our hands now. "
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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BODY:
Belen Robles of El Paso emerged Saturda

president of the League of United Latin Amerlcan Citizens in an emotlonallv charged,
election decided by six votes. -

Robles, a U.S. Customs Service employee, is the first woman elected national
pxﬁident in LULAC's 65-year_history. I

. "Now we can get down to business, Robles said.

She survived a Wmt Texas state LULAC director Rosa Rosales
of San Antonio. -

-

Robles promised she'll move quickly to give LULAC a stronger presence in _

Washington, D.C., and influence policy at every level that affects Hispanics, She
plans to appoint an advisory cabinet soon and consider re-opening a LULAC

lobbying office in the nation's capital.

The election pitted Robles, a 35-veteran in LULAC politics, against Rosales, an
outspoken activist who often accused Robles of not bemg forceful enough in
articulating LULAC's national agenda while campaigning. Robles had twice before

- lost-to.male opponents in unsuccessful bids to lead the nation's oldest and

‘ ngl rights organization.

Rosales started celebratmg before the official tallies were announced only to
discover minutes later that she had lost the race. She conceded defeat and said later
she does not plan to ask for a recount.

"It was a hard fight, but I'm ready to go forward and work for my community,"
Rosales said. "The challenge for the new administration is to take an active and
strong positive role in the issues of the Latino agenda."



Immediate past national President ]ose Velez listed the official count as 337 votes
for Robles and 331 for Rosales.

1

Robles pulled in strong support from. present and past national LULAC leaders as
well as Puerto Rico's 120 voting delegates.

"She will fight for the poor and the needy in the United States," Carlos Lopez of
the Puerto Rican delegation said.

Puerto Rico is host of next year's LULAC national convention.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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EL PASO — President Bill Clinton was asked to come to the 66th annual :
convention of the League of United Latin American Citizens but he did not. Gov.
Ann Richards was asked to come but she also did not. Housing and Urban
Development Secretary Henry Cisneros, ditto. Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen,
ditto. National Drug Czar Lee P. Brown, ditto.

"Even Jose Velez, the outgoing national president of the venerable ivil rights

~ organization, failed to make the official opening ceremonies Wednesday. Ditto for a

Friday luncheon honoring LULAC women. Ditto for a Friday breakfast of the -
league's pride and joy scholarship program for Hispanic students, the National
Educational Services Centers, Inc. Ditto, in fact, for many of the hoi polloi events that

_have dotted the week-long convention.

But then Velez not only has plenty of reason to be
conspicuous by his absence, he may well be the single most overriding reason why so
many big-names stayed away.

In what has been a crushingly publlc embarrassment to the long-lived,
long-respected organization blrthed in Texas, Velez and three others were indicted
April 5 on federal charges of i dollars in a scheme to smuggle”

~Asians and Hispanics into the United States. Velez's son, Peter, has already pleaded
- guilty_to charges isted in the $ 5.6 million scheme to provide more than 5,600
immigrants with fake documents

—

Indictments cost LULAC déarly

This has been no quiet scandal, either. From the moment Velez was elected four



years ago as an ostensible reform candidate who would mend the fractured
oi‘ganization, accusations have swirled around the former carnival operator turned
casino promoter turned LULAC national leader. That he fabricated his educational
background a'la former Railroad Commissioner Lena Guerrero. That he used a hunk
of his reputed $ 10 million fortune to buy the election four years ago. And yes, that
he was bilking illegal immigrants in _

the schemé that ultimately led to what Imrmgrauon and
Nafuralization Serv1ce officials describe me largest investigation in the agency's

hxs_t'D'
There are even whispers, not so quiet among the more vocal members, that Velez

used the organization's Amigos de LULAC program to assist some of the immigrants

he provided with fraudulent documents in settling into their new, illegal lives here.

- Even whispers, not so kind among the more disenchanted members, that Velez will
even mount a move to get LULAC to help him pay his legal fees.

""Is it any wonder that the major national leadership chooses to stay away en
masse," says Ruben Borulla, the longtime LULAC member who served as national
president during the group's most glittering years.

""Not only does it speak to Velez's total inability to be taken seriously but, the hard
truth is, it may also be unwise for a national official to be photographed next to an
indicted leader of Velez's ilk. It looks bad. Very bad. "

There is no question LULAC has suffered mightily. A legal fight is raging between
the LULAC national office and a California LULAC council that publishes an
organizational newspaper for members. Another fight has been instigated by Velez
against former national treasurer Rafael Acosta over LULAC financial records. And
even the election of a new president scheduled for today has dissolved into a
struggle between the Texas state director, Rosa Rosales, who is billed as the reform
candidate and is backed by anti-Velez forces, and a member of the LULAC national
board, Belen Robles, who is descrlbed as a Velez intimate and is backed by many of
his supporters.

Reign of terror ends; hope blooms
In short, if the organization Velez took over four years ago was fractured before, it

isshattered-today. But there is hope. | T

There is the rank-and-file. There is every member of every LULAC council in
every local community in almost every state who, at this convention each year, justly
celebrate all the good works they quietly do all year: The scholarships they provide
to needy students, the assistance they give senior citizens, the job training they
provide for aspiring Hispanics, the multitude of programs that the bedrock upon
Wthh LULAC's reputatlon has rested.




""There is dlsappomtment here. There is disarray. But there is cautious optimism
because this is the end of the Velez reign of terror. And regardless of which
candidate to succeed him wins, the new president has got to be better than the old,"
says Bonilla, who has endorsed Rosales.

"1, for one, am greatly unpressed by the stamina of the grass roots ‘who are here.
There is a die-hard mentality. An unyielding. A tenacity. A yearning for a new
administration, a new organization, a new day.

- "’Now the only question is whether, lxke in Humpty Dumpty all the king's men
can put the organization together again. "

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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EL PASO — Two longtime leaders of the League of United Latin American Citizens

- are poised to make history today when one them becomes the first woman elected

national president of the 65-year-old civil rights organization.
) ‘QQ‘—
And regardless of which candidate wins, say LULAC members, a new day is’
clearly dawning..

"It's high-time for a woman to lead LULAC," said Rafael Acosta, Houston Metro
board member and pre51dent of Houston LULAC Council 88. ""They deserve to have
their turn, now and in the years to come.

~ The campaxgn for the LULAC presidency has pitted Texas state directo
Rosales of San Antonio against LULAC national board member Iielg},RleQ_gf_EL
Paso.
—_—

While both promise a new national direction for the venerable.organiéaﬁon that
began in Texas, each will be hard-pressed to mend the internal discord that has

wracked LULAC for much of the last- decade~r"

""Whichever candidate winds up winning, she cannot afford to go it alone from

- there," said Ruben Bonilla, a past-president of LULAC who formally endorsed

Rosales at a Frlday news conference.

‘Bonilla said whichever candidate wins, ""she will need all the strehgth of the
grassroots members. She will need a collective band of leadership. "

The Corpus Christi attorney went on to say: "I, for one, have promised Rosa

Rosales to do my part by assisting her in any way she asks. "



(1 %2

| Among the problems facing the new president are healing wounds left by Jose

~ Velez, the outgoing president.

2

. A Las Vegas nulhonalre, Velez was elected four years ago amid charges he bought
the election by paying for several hundred new Filipino members to. attend the
‘annual convention of the traditionally Mexican-American group and to vote for him.

—— . T T -

On April 5, in what many LULAC members consider a public humiliation for the,
group, Velez was indicted by a federal grand jury in Las Vegas.

He faces charges of conspiring with three Taiwanese
businessmen, reputed to be members of the Asian organized crime group known as
the Four Seas Triad, to smuggle Asians and Hispanics into the United States.

Velez' son, Peter, already has pleaded guilty to charges he aided in the $ 5.6
million scheme to provide more than 5,600 immigrants with fraudulent documents.

While LULAC has not been charged in the case, some applicants were processed
through the office Velez ran for the organization in Las Vegas.

""The organization has been like the proverbial headless -horseman," Bonilla said.

""And that has taken such a heavy toll that the battle cry for this convention must
be, "let LULAC live. " , -

Not surprisingly, the infighting fanned by Velez has spilled over into the electlon, ,
with Rosales billing herself as the reform candidateg

She is supported by anti-Velez members, such as Bonilla and Acosta, while Robles,

1s_l3§_c_ge_d,b_)ﬂela.alhes - _

The site of the convention, Wthh originally was scheduled for Kansas Clty, was
changed to El Paso by the national board.

The move has been denounced by Rosales supporters as a move by Robles forces
to give her a voting advantage in her hometown.

- Robles and Velez are members of the national board.

LULAC whlch claims » advocates for -

Hlspamc issues in the nation.

About 6,000 delegates and guests are attending the convention.




GRAPHIC: Mugs: 1. Rafael Acosta; 2. Ruben Bonilla
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AUSTIN - Attorney General Dan Morales is demanding that lawyers for a major
Hispanic civil rights group return more than $ 400,000 they were paid when they
took Texas to court over the way it elects judges. ,

The attorney general's office wrote six lawyers who
‘ represented the League of United Latin American Citizens in its fight against judicial
elections and threatened to sue them if they didn't return in 10 days the $ 410,383
they received from the state.

The lawyers said the state agreed that they would return the fees paid by the state
if LULAC was ""not successful at the conclusion" of the case.

Morales, the state's first Hispanic attorney general, demanded the fees be returned
because the case ended with the Texas system unaltered. T

“"I'm not sendlng them a check, I can tell you that," William Garrett of Dallas said. -V
He is one of six lawyers who received the letter from Morales' office threatemng a
lawsuit if he didn't return $ 135,000 — his share of the total

"I don't know where in the hell they'd find the money," Garrett sald ""You cant
get blood out of a turnip. "

LULAC sued the state, arguing that the state's system of electing ]udges at large,
instead of from small defined geographic dlstrlcts unfairly discriminated against
minorities.

’ ‘ - The US. Supreme Court agreed with part of LULAC's argument, ruling that .
~ judicial elections are subject to the Voting Rights Act, which is designed to ensure



I—H/‘Féwx @IQQ/

elections are faif to minorities, and ofdered the case back to the 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

That's where LULAC claimed victory.

But the 5th Circuit then ruled against LULAC on another critical point. It said the
Texas system of electing jurists does not violate the Voting Rights Act.

Based on the state's win at the 5th Circuit, Morales wants the LULAC lawyers to
return the fees paid. to them by the state. :

" think it's very straightforward," First Assistant Attorney General Jorge Vega
said. ""The state won that case. " .

But Garrett and others indicated the state would have to have won on all points to
get a refund. ""We won on a very important pomt " Garrett said.

The other lawyers involved include Rolando Rios, a Democratic candldate for US.
Congress from San Antonio, who was paid a total of $ 162,000 in legal fees. He's no
more willing to return the money than Garrett. ""Our position is that we won at the
U.S. Supreme Court," Rios said.

The six lawyers might sue Morales before he sues them, making two arguments in
favor of letting them keep the fees granted them by U.S.District Judge Luc1us Bunton
Jr. in 1990 and 1991.

First, they won part of the case. Second, Morales might have waited too long to
demand reimbursement, according to Jose Garza, a San Antonio voting rights
attorney who was not involved in the case.

""The federal courts have clear timelines on these things, and that's long past " he
said.

Garza criticized Morales' decision to demand the money back.

He said the attorney general is trying to outmaneuver his political opponent, Don
‘Wittig, R-Houston. ""I think he wants to show that he's more Republlcan than the
Republicans, that he's more fiscally conservative than his opponent Garza said.
""They figure the Mexican-American vote has nowhere else to go. '

Before the so-called ""judicial redistricting case" finally went to the 5th Circuit
Court, Morales and state lawmakers worked out a plan for single-member judicial
districts in some of the state's most populous counties, including Harris County.

One legislator who's been closely involved in judicial redistricting, Sen. Rodney
Ellis, D-Houston, said he hasn't looked into the legal issues in the fee fight, but is



sympathétié with the tULAC lawyers.

"n truth, they have been doing the Lord's work as civil rights advocates ona
- shoestring budget," he said. "It just strikes me as really tragic if we cannot find a
~ way to compensate these fine attorneys for at least some of their work. "
GRAPHIC: Mug: Dan Morales
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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CORPUS CHRISTI — Adormng the walls of Ruben Bonilla's sprawlmg law firm
here are rows and rows of faces. Portraits of Cesar Chavez and John F. Kennedy,
prominent and poignant. Jesse Jackson, on the stump. A rotunda full of legislators.
Then there are the LULAC years ‘

From behind a thousand podiums with a thousand long since silenced mikes,
Bonilla smiles out from photos with a galaxy of greats. Those were the glory years.
As a member on the move, a leader on the rise and finally, as the passionate national
president from Texas, Bonilla and his battalion of earnest Hispanics thrm
1970s and 1980s for the first time propelled the League of United Latin American

Only today, four years after he was squeezed out of the leadership ranks of
LULAC in one of the ruthless purges that have racked the organization through the
last decade, is Bonilla's private sanctum here free of most memorabilia. There are the
obligatory .presidential photos, all signed. But mainly, there is family: the wife, the
parents and the children who now are the pride and preoccupation of the still young,
still charismatic man whose LULAC role has been reduced to membership.

""A fraternal disintegration is eroding LULAC today that I find d'eeply sadtiening,"

- says Bonilla, on the eve of the national convention that begins this week in El Paso,
- 65-years after the venerable group sprang from the mother Councils 1 and 2 here and

in San Antonio.

""People have been stripped of their memberships Because they spoke out.l Other
members have been subjected to a great deal of contempt and humiliation. Entire
chapters have been dxsavowed



Lawsuits have been rampant, setting members agamst members, consummg our
precious energies and resources.

"I call it fratnade, and it is fracturing us from within. "

Not the least of LULAC's woes has been its current natxonal presxdent Jose Velez,
the carnival operator turned casino _promoter turned multimillionaire who, even .

before he was elected in a gritty power struggle four years ago, had been accused of
everything from buying his election to having links with the Mafia.

At least some of the smoke seems to have been born of fire.

~ After the largest mvestlgatlon in the hlstory of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Velez and : n reputed to be members of the Four
Wﬂ@m group, on ADI‘ll 5 were indicted by a federal
grand jury i i ions of dollars i in a scheme to smuggle
Aslans and Hispanics into the United States illegally
Applicants allegedly were charged $ 250 to $ 3,500 for the service. One fee was $
45,000. Velez's son, Peter, already has pleaded guilty to charges he assisted in the $
5.6 million scam to provide more than 5,600 immigrants with fake documents. And

- while LULAC has not béen charged; some applicants were processed through its Las

o Vegas office, which Velez ran. . I
o

Not a pretty picture, say LULAC stalwarts who have watched helplessly as the
granddaddy of Hispanic organizations — which once led the charge for parity in
juries, schools, housing, the workplace and the political system — has been in an
€mbarrassingly public free-fall. Some have Jumped ship, at least in terms of
attending national conventions.

Ruben Sandoval,\ the former special counsel from San Antonio who led LULAC o
.lws_dmﬂw‘_the Jose Campos Torres police brutality case in Houston and

the single-me

redistricting’ i s, noted that the circus is in San’ Antonio:

"] had a choice between Barnum & Bailey and the conventlon in El Paso. And
between one circus and another, I opted to stay with the local one.

"LULAC's gone from a result-oriented orgamzatlon of activists to a

- banquet-oriented bunch of blow-hards and _

do-thhmgs They have their luncheons, banquets and press conferences to highlight
issués. But we don't need to highlight them. We live them," says Sandoval "

""They talk about being the oldest and largest Hispanic civil rights organization.
What a joke. That membership has never been over 3,000 to 5,000 people. Then they

pass their resolutions. What a shame. Those resolutions are never followed up.




. ' ""The fact is that unless and until there is a complete revamping of the leadershlp
D at the top, LULAC has no future. "

If Sandoval was a single disgruntled member, it would be par for the course of any
group. But LULAC loyalists like Rafael Acosta, the Metropolitan Transit Authority
board member who just completed a run for county judge, has been hard-pressed to
remain resolute.

""The real strength of LULAC has always been at its-lecal councils. But even then,
they should have direction from the national office, and that has not been the case,"

says Acosta, owner of the popular Merida Mexican Restaurants here.

"Instead of the national office directing the news, the national office is making the
news and in a highly negative fashion. "

Acosta has not abandoned the ailing group. A former national vice president with
enduring LULAC roots, he still leads Council 88. But he concedes LULAC problems
are critical. ~

"In the absence of national direction, the local councils have been forced to carry |
: the whole load by themselves. That they have done as well as they have is a tribute
to their energy and persistence. " .

But in terms of having a national president with actual goals, objections and vision,
LULAC has simply done without for years, he says bluntly. -

""What issues have you seen the national LULAC address in the last six months,
the last year, the last two years. Give me one issue," says Acosta. ' 4

""We've already lost a lot of ground to other Hispanic organizations. Like the
National Council of La Raza, some people are saying that it's stronger now than we
are, and we are the oldest. And MALDEF, some are saying that it's gotten better
than we are, and we started MALDEF. It's all about clout, and we must regam it. "

- In Houston, for more than the last decade, LULAC has been most visible in the
single person of Johnny Mata, the indefatigable district director who may not be
everywhere at once. It just seems that way.

On this day, not half over, Mata reported to work at the Gulf Coast Community.
- Services Association, squeezed in an interview with a TV crew and soon will speak to
. the graduates of an adult-education course. Hispanics are pouring into the eastside
Latino Learning Center, where LULAC maintains its district office.

. Children are everywhere. Mata is in his element.



-+ ""This isn't the first time LULAC has gone through crisis.

We're no different from any other organizations, from the NAACP to the
Republican Party," he says stoutly.

""But we're on the verge of putting a lot of the problems behind us. thlgahon is
being resolved. We're looking forward to electing new leadership.  And our strength
and v1s1b111ty at all
levels is increasing. ' '

Ever the good soldler, Mata pomts to the LULAC successes that continue to thnve, in
Houston and elsewhere. There is Project SER, the national job training program that
funnels Hispanics into the workplace. And there are the LULAC Educational Service
Centers that provide counseling and scholarship funds to needy,

college—bound students. , .

LULAC, which lon ago sparked the natlo ' ith its

. raudacious & aimed at Hispa still operates a Head Start

in Waco. Project Amistad programs in El Paso and other locales help Hispanic -
seniors. And longtime LULAC leaders have moved up, like state Sen. Carlos Truan
and U.S. District Judge James DeAnda.

""The point is that the lifespan of every org.anization is like a roller coaster. It goes

up and down in the sense of controversy or prosperity. But with the will,

perseverance and commitment of the members, the organizations survive," says Mata.

| ""So will LULAC. It doesn't matter the level of crisis.

-Because just like with all those soldlers who landed on Normandy, when a leader
falls or dies, there are other people in the back to pick up the banner. '

Wretched national pre51dents have wracked LULAC before. An administration led
by Jose Benitez brought LULAC to the brink of financial ruin. Another
administration led by Jose Garcia de Lara touched off a series of purges called the de '
Lara reign of terror.

But here is where the flag analogy falls apart: Although Tony Bonilla from San
Antonio and his brother, Ruben from Corpus Christi, emerged to pick up the pieces
after Benitez, after de Lara, Velez was elected. And while Mata and Acosta both are
looking to a new national president come Saturday's election as a part of the answer,
the odds-on favorite, Rosa Rosales of San_Antonio, also has her detractors.

' ""She made the rounds of the banquets and press conferences as Texas state
director, too," says Sandoval. "™But beyond that, what? "
Rosales, a feisty labor organizer with the National
Assoc1at|on of Government Employees, vehemently defends her record, reeling off

_—



- the issues she has dealt with: discrimination in the. Workplace, equin in higher
. education and the coritinuing fight for human rights.

"[t's true LULAC needs some very posxtlve and very

aggressive leadership but we are going to get that. Our future looks very bnght "
says Rosales.

But it is a sign of the ennui afﬂlcﬁng LULAGC, of the wistful yearning for its
heyday, that rumbles of a ""Draft Bonilla for National President’ movement have
emanated from the ranks.

~ Only Bonilla can restore LULAC to its might, says former national vice pre51dent
Ray Gano of Phoenix, in a letter to the members

!

""Ruben will make us proud of LULAC and place it back on top where it belongs.

But in this cradle of Mexican-American activism, as Bonilla still dispatches clients,
secretaries and paralegals with the practiced ease of a natural leader, he is at once
proud his record inspires trust and honest about the chances for the draft.

"If I was guilty of anything during my years of leading LULAC, I was guilty of
attemptmg to utilize the media to bring visibility to the problems that saddled the
‘ Hispanic community beyond comprehension," says Bonilla.

"And you can't do it in a vacuum, you can't do it in private rooms, you can't do it
by boasting of ties to the Mafia, you can't do it by _h/ll_q’ng illegal immigrants. You
“have to do it by community relations, by getting your message out in urban areas, by
seeking new members wherever you can find them, by always expanding the
network," says Bonilla.

""Velez has failed in that, miserably. We've been through a terrible period of
upheaval. I call it the Dark Ages of LULAC. "

The organization still can be rebuilt, Bonilla believes.

~ wBut it will take tremendous drive and organization. I'm afraid the new president
will spend at least the first year just trymg to heal the wounds of litigation. And a
lot of that is still going on.™ , -

Bonilla still plans to attend the convention, for the camaraderle, for the friendships,
) for the debt he says he still owes LULAC. . '

""But presndent again? I have not encouraged it. But I don't rule that out, either. I -
still feel very young and. energetic. I still feel I could do a better job than anyone else

- in the post. I still feel I could bring more imagination, vision, devotion and resources
to the office.



"But then I have to get back to reality. I have four cluldreh, and a very heavy,
very demanding law practice. I would find it very difficult to leave that for either
the fame or the infamy of the LULAC pre51dency

""To this day, I'm not sure which it is. "

GRAPHIC: Photo: 1. LULAC's former president, Ruben Bonilla (color) Mug;: 2. ]ose
Velez (b/w, p. 24); 1. Reba Graham/ Spec1a1 to Chronicle
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Jacqueline Kennedy was radiant as she arrived at the packed ballroom in the old -
Rice Hotel the night before her husband was killed.

And whlle few remember the short speech she made to HW
United Latin American Cltxzens,_ﬂley_de—lemember how she gave it.

""She made her speech in Spanish. It seemed like it came from the heart," said
David Adame, one of the many Hispanic leaders at the LULAC party on Nov. 21,

1963. "I think she did a beautiful job. She was very happy and gave me the

ifMmptession she was sincere throughout. "

~ She and President Kennedy were pressed for time that night as they headed for a

dinner at the Sam Houston Coliseum to honor US. Rep. Albert Thomas. But Mrs.
Kennedy made the time.

""She was a radiant, beautiful, sophxshcated lady with charisma that touched
everyone," Alfred Hernandez, 77, said Friday. ""lee most of us, I admired her very
much. "

The first lady mingled with the crowd, speaking Spanish to LULAC members. She

. was a ""friend" to Hispanics, he said, because she recognized their heritage.

"She was special to us because she spoke. our language and she spoke it fluently,"
said Hernandez. ""Let me tell you, Hispanics are in mournmg today because of what
happened last night. "

. Hernandez, a former national president of LULAC, was

surprised to see the first couple at the function. But it was not a surprise for all

- LULAC ‘members, some of whom worked for months to get them to drop by.

They were éuppbséd to stay only four or five minutes at the LULAC function, but
tarried for 19, said Adame, who at the time was second in command behind the state



LULAC director. They also were supposed to stay a safe distance from the crowd -
at the urging of Secret Service agents — but both were mobbed at the door, where
- they shook hands with nearly everyone.

" Adame also was impressed with the first lady's command of Spanish.

Thinking about her death Friday, Adame searched his files at home and found a
LULAC newsletter written one week after her visit.

In it was the transcript of what she said that night.

"I am very happy to be here in Texas, especially to be here with you and to see
this noble tradition in Spanish. This tradition was establxshed over 100 years ago
before the state of
. Massachusetts was recogmzed where my husband was born," she said.

"'It is a tradition that is very strong and vigorous. You all work for Texas and for
the United States. Thank you. " Adame said now, 31 years later, he is unsure what
tradition she was referring to. He thinks it might have been their celebration that
night.

The impact of her Houston visit was even greafer because of what happened the
next day, Hernandez said. ""It was something you don't forget very easily. "
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SAN ANTONIO — A San Antonio labor organizer plans to run for president of a
major Latino citizens' group after the indictment of the organization's leader. '

"'I have been getting a lot of calls saying I should go for the presidency," said Rosa
Rosales, Texas state director of the League of United Latin American Citizens, or
LULAC.

LULAC President Jose Velez and three Taiwanese were indicted Tuesday in Las

- Vegas on federal charges of conspiring to create and supply false documents so

thousands of illegal immigrants could remain in the United States.

The indictment said immigrants were each charged as much as $ 45,000 for

-' fraudulent documents provided by the alleged Talwanese conspirators Bill Tzeng,

Simon Chang and Al Feng.

According t_o the indictment, Velez carried out his part of the alleged conspiraéy
through his Las Vegas immigration consulting firm, Velez & Sons Inc

LULAGC, a leading national Hispanic civil rights organization, was not accused of
any wrongdoing. ™ ——

Rosales was elected to her third, one-year term as state director last May.

"] seek a fourth term in June at the state convention in Laredo," said Rosales, a
labor organizer with the National Association of Government Employees in San
Antonio.

Rosales will seek the presidency in July at the national convention in El Paso.
Velez is serving the final year of a four-year term.
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"I can say (Velez) has done OK as national pres1dent " said Rosales, mvolved with
LULAC since 1978. ""The indictment at thxs time is on his business and his sons, not
on LULAC. It will be as shong as ever. "

Ruben Sandoval, a San Antonio lawyer who has been involved in factional fights
among local LULAC members, called the indictment of Velez ""a day of celebration. "

""The government is doing LULAC a service to remove him," Sandoval said. ""He
perpetuated fraud on the organization. "
Velez could not be reached for comment.

The alleged conspiracy, which ran from March 1988 to about ]anuary 1991, sought
to misuse the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.

The act authorized immigrants living in the United States illegally since before Jan.
1, 1982, to apply for amnesty as a step'toward becoming legal U.S. residents.

Under the law, immigrants who performed seasonal agricultural work for spec1f1ed
penods also could file another type of legalization application.

‘At the height of the alleged conspiracy, Velez reportedly received as much as $
50,000_ a day for his work.

Velez and his fellow alleged conspirators are accused of obtaining blank envelopes,
bearing Mexican postage and backdated Mexican postmarks, which were then
* addressed to unqualified immigrants to serve as fictitious evidence of longtime U.S.
. re31dency
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The president of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), one of

- the nation's largest Latino organizations, was indicted yesterday in connectlon with

an alleged amnesty scam involving thousands of illegal immigrants.

——

Federal prosecutors charged that Jose Velez conspired along with three Taiwanese
immigration consultants to "create and supply" false documents and statements to

federal 1m1mgrat10n officials "so that applicants who were not legally entitled to

reside and to work in the [United States] could fraudulently obtain the right to do

The 17-count indictment obtained by Kathryn E. Landreth, the U.S. attorney in Las
Vegas, charges that the conspirators "recruited large numbers of unqualified aliens -
and brought them to Las Vegas, sometimes by the busload" from March 1988 to
January 1991. Many of the recruits were wealthy Taiwanese citizens, who were
sometimes charged fees as high as $ 45,000 per application, the indictment says.

Edward Marshall, attorney for Velez, declined comment, saying he had not yet
seen the indictment.

Prosecutors say the alleged scam involves abuse of the Immigration Reform and
Control Act, which went into effect in 1986. Under the act, illegal immigrants could
file applications to legalize their status. Immigrants who had been in continuous
illegal status before 1982 were allowed to file amnesty applications, as were
undocumented aliens who performed at least 90 days of seasonal agricultural work
durmg 12-month penods from 1984 through 1986

Certain organizations were de51gnated to file amnesty applications. One of them
was LULAC-Nevada, where Velez was state d1rector



Justice Department officials charged' that Velez, through his- lmnﬁgraﬁon consu_lting _
business, Velez and Sons Inc., "processed thousands of false legalization applications."
LULAC has not been accused of any wrongdoing,. '

Velez and the consplrators allegedly falsely claimed that apphcants had done the
' required agricultural work and prov1ded documentation ‘or statements showing that
the illegal immigrants had lived in the country since before 1982, though they had
‘not.

. The indictment is part of an ongoing series of immigration fraud investigations
conducted by the INS and the Internal Revenue Service.

In January, federal officials charged Billy Tzeng and Simon Chang, two Taiwanese
citizens, with five counts of filing false statements to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service. Those five counts were incorporated into yesterday's
superseding indictment, which was expanded to include Velez and Al Feng, another
Taiwan citizen. In a separate case, also filed yesterday, a company' competing against
Velez was charged w1th similar offenses.

In that case, Diana Hernandez and three codefendants were charged with alleged
abuses of the amnesty law

If convicted on all counts, Velez and Feng face a maximum penalty of 60 years in
prison and a fine of $ 3 million. Tzeng and Chang face a maximum sentence of 85
years imprisonment and a fine totaling $ 4 2 million.

LULAC is one of the country's largest and oldest grass-roots Hispanic ___

organizations. It seeks to promote full social, political, eco educational
fights for Hispanics in the Unite Tt encourages voter registration and offers
“employment and training programs. Last night, officials at the organization's Nevada

headquarters were scramblin ng to fi find out exactly what Velez had been charged with.
Officials said they would not issue a statement until they had further information
about the charges.

Velez, who was born in Managua, Nicaragua, has been the subject of attention
since 1990, when he was elected presxdent of LULAC in a disputed election at the
organization's national conventlon in Albuquerque, according to published reports.

\
For years, INS officials have charged that the amnesty program has been

overwhelmed by thousands of false applications. In 1990, INS began more closely
scrutinizing firms and immigration attorneys that had been chargmg thousands of
dollars to assist applicants in filing applications.
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Educatlon

A good cducatxon continues to bc the key
to a better life in America. Ever since our
founding, LULAC has made education our
highest priority, and we have fought to

-assure Hispanics an equal éducation:

‘Much of this fight has been in the courts.

N In 1945 a California LULAC council suc-

*Y .cessfully sued the Orange County school

", system, which was segregated on the

" grounds that Hispanic children were “‘more

poorly clothed and mentally inferior to

white children.”” This decision, plus a

. similar 1948 Texas ruling declaring Hispanic

" S ; segregarion unconstitutional in that state,
provided court precedents that eventually led to the 1954 US. Supreme Court deci-

sion dcclanng all school segregation unconstitutional.

Without.a doubt, LULAC’s most far reaching achievement in education was our
Little Schools of the 400. Hispanic children often start school at a disadvantage
because of the language barrier. LULAC started a program to teach incoming first
graders 400 words of English to prepare them for school. These “Little Schools of
the 400" pioneered the concept of pre-school preparation and became the pro-
totype for the universally hailed Headstart program. ;

Today, the LULAC National Scholarship Fund (LNSF) provulca direct fin:mcial
assistance to Hispanic students. Contributions from corporations match those from

'local LULAC councils, doubling the effectiveness of carporate and community sup-
port. This generous support has enabled over 5,000 smdems to get 2 college
education.

Scholarship aid is not our only answer to increased Hispanic ‘enrollment in higher
education. Since 1973, LULAC National Educational Service Centers (LNESC) have
supported and motivated over 100,000 Hispanic students with dropout prevention
progeams, carcer counseling and professional development. Twelve LNESC Centers
across the country help keep students in high school, prepare them for college or
vocational training, and guide them towards their chosen carcers. LNESC's Project
Follow-up links students and corporate representatives for career orientation, and

" the Kellogg/LNESC Intern Program provides year-long management training. In addi-
tion, LNESC has launched BEST (Business, Engineering and Science Technology), a
pioneering project designed to increase Hispanic representation in technical fields.
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Employment

LULAC helped start
SER-Jobs for Progress to
fight Hispanic unemploy-
ment and undercmploy-
ment. We needed job skills and job placement SER answered
these needs well enough to be rated the most effective przvate
manpower program in the United States,

Begun in 1964 with its co-sponsor, the American G.L. Forum
SER'’s three original Vocational Training Centers have expanded to
a nationwide network of 80 SER programs in 67 cities, prowdmg
job counseling, remedial education, “English as a second |
language” instruction, on-the-job training, and vocational skllls
training. Through the joint efforts of LULAC and the American |
G.I. Forum, SER-Jobs for Progress has helped over 150,000 par-:
ticipants gain the skills necessary to secure and retain good )obs

Recognizing the rapidly changing employment patterns in
America, SER has stressed skills training for high technology m—
dustry. Computer Skills Training Centers have been opened in -
Miami and Houston, and training is contmually upgraded 10 kcep
pace w1th market demands.

-~ National 4m¢g()s de SER -

Providing permanent jobs cannc;t be accomplished without thc :

support of the private sector. In 1973, SER brought together major
corporations to form the National Amigos de SER. The A.mlgos
-have greatly reinforced our job training and placement efforts. Ip
exchange, SER provides business with information on Hispanic :
‘unemployment, the Hispanic consumer markct and commumry
relations.

The National Amigos de SER also started the Executive on Loan
Program: Corporations committed to this program lend volunteer
executives to the SER National Headquarters for a year. As resident

' consultants, executives from such major corporations as ARCO, | -

IBM, Rockwell and AT&T have made significant contributions dur- _

. ing their year of service.

ML
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Civil Rights

LULAC was founded in 1929 to obtin “the r1gh*s guaranteed
every individual. . .to seek justice and cqua.hty of trcatment in ac-
cordance with the law of the land.” The right to vote, the right to
sit on juries, equal access to employment, all these basic American
tights have been won for Hispanics in Iarge part through years of
struggle by LULAC councils across the country

- Perhaps the most famous civil rights battle we fought was the
landmark Hernandez versus State of Texas. Until LULAC brought
this suit in 1954, nort a single Hispanic in Texas had ever been call-
ed to jury duty. The US. Supreme Court unammously ruled this
exclusion unconstitutional. Ever since, Hnapamus have bccn active
members of the American justice system. -

Through decades of dialogue and dozens' of successful lawsuits,
LULAC has steadily increased Hispanic access to both public and f
private employment. Wc have also fought for full voting rights.

. Court precedents resulting from LULAC suits laid much of the
groundwork for passage of the 1964 Voting Rights Act. This ac-
tivism continues to this day, as LULAC councils across the country
sponsor voter registration drives and cmzenshxp education '
progmms
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- Womien -

For fifty years, women have been active LULAC members,

- engaged in our historic struggles for better education, jobs and’
civil rights. In addition, LULAC women actively promote Hmparuc '
women'’s rights. Job- Fairs and Career Workshops have been helql
and each year LULAC sponsors a serics of two-day conferences: on . 4
education and employment for women. These conferences have
been so successful that we 2re developing a Hispanic \Vomcns
thwork (o) provndc year-round support.

i

- Elderl 'y -
LULAC’s Project Amistad helps the elderly with self- sufﬁc1encv
programs to avoid unnecessary institutionalization. Chosen as 2 AT
Pilot Program by the Texas Department of Human Resources, Pro- AN

ject Amistad also prevents abuse, neglect or exploitation of aduits s Y
unable to protect thcmselves '

— Youth - . i

LULAC has established local youth councﬂs to school young
leaders in community leadership and organization and to work on
the problems facing teenagers today. Together with adult leaders,
LULAC youth have established a network of Youth Shcltcrs for
neglected and runaway young people.
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Housing

i
1

The National LULAC Housing Program is our effort to meet the
-overwhelming need for affordable housing in America. First begun
in 1961 in El Paso, Texas, there are now 18 LULAC housing com-
plexe$ in nine states, providing over 2,000 reasonably priced hous-
ing units to low and moderate-incomc families.

This is a national program, bur the decision to build and
manage each complex remains at the local level. We believe that
neighbors know what neighbors need, and nowhere is this more
important than when deciding how to live together. As a result,
every LULAC housing complex is well-maintained model for sub-
sidized housing.
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- Economic Development

Despite some improvement in the last decade, more economic
development is crucial if Hispanics are ever to attain a full and
equal place in American society. LULAC’s National Econormg .
Development Association (NEDA) was started to rurmsh Hxspamc
businesses with training services and management expertise. NEDA

~ also assists entrepreneurs in starting new busmesses znd helps
small businesses to expand. :

Media awareness plays an important role in supportmg Hispanic
economic development, A LULAC survey has documented the lack
of Hispanic images in prime-time television, and to break this
media “brownout’ LULAC has fought for fair coverage accurate
portrayal of Hispanics, and more jobs in the print and electronic
media.

Economic dcvelopment is one area where LULAC needs the
cooperation of corporate America, and corporations have respond-
ed with advice, contacts, funding, even their own cxccutives to
work with us. Trade agreements to expand opportunities for
Hispanic business have been signed with several largé corpora-
tions, including The Southland Corporation and the Miller Brew-
ing Company. Hispanic businesses profit greatly from the cor-
porate cooperation, and corporations gain the good w111 and
understanding of the fastcst growing minority in Amcnca
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'.LUI,AC Foundati'on

In 1973, the LULAC Foundation was creatcd to forge an
economic alliance with corporate America. The LULAC Founda—
~ tion channels private and foundation resources to worthy LULAC
programs on the national, state and local levels: :

Investing in Hispanic America makes good business sense. As
the youngest, fastest growing minority group in the country, ,
- Hispanics have immense electoral 2nd consumer-market potentlal
Hispanic consumers already spend over $80 billion a year, and
their influence will inevitably grow in nauonal and economxc
affairs.

We need the support of business to help our Hispanic cxtxzens
realize their great potential. Corporate contributions mean more
scholarships, more job training, more elderly able to stay at home.
“We need business advice-and we need corporate communcnt to
Hispanic recruitment and economic opportunity. _

- Their voice will be heard and their influence felt. But today we
need your help in fulfilling the promise of Hispanic Americans.
Coatributing to the LULAC Foundation will benefit you by .
benefiting Hispanic citizens throughout the country and will help

build a stronger, more dynamic America. .
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LULAC Business Co-unciff

The LULAC Business Council is a new forum for the nation’s
majority and Hispanic business communities to work together to
improve the economic, educational and social environment of
Hispanics in America. Representing a diversity of industry type
and geographical location, the LULAC Business Council provides
‘advice and funding to LULAC and to the LULAC Foundation.

- A’ major responsibility of the LULAC Business Council is to assist
with the planning and conduct of LULAC’s fund raising efforts.’
Functioning through 2 committee system, the Council also helps
with the annual Hispanic Business Conference, with member
recruitment, and with the development of a Personal Economics
Workshop for low income Hispanics. ,

The LULAC Business Council is co-chaued by a corporate CEO
and a Hispanic CEO, and each company on the council is
represented by a senior executive, Staff liaison with the Council is.
furnished by the LULAC Foundation's Executive Director.

WwviLy
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LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING

Hotel Washington

15th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W

Washington, D.C. .

THIRSDAY, Qctoher 6;@/ F260

l:OOpm - 5:00pm

 2:00pm - 2:10pm

2:20pni-2:45pm _ |

2:45pm - 3:30pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm

6:30pm - 7:00pm

7:00pm. - 10:30pm

Registration

- Hotel Washington

15th & Pennsylvania Ave.,
Washing ton, D. C.
202-638-5900

Welcome - Ms. Ada R. Pena, LULAC Washmgton, D. C;

State Director

_ Openmg of LULAC National Board Meetmg

Mrs. Belen Robles, National Premdent -

Mr. Leon Panetta, White House Gh.lef of Staff to be
inducted as Honorary Member of LULAC '
presentations by California delegation

Mr. Doug Ross, Assistant Secreta.ry Emplo rent and

. Training Administration, Department 0 Labor

Mr. Jose Velasquez, Deputy Assmtant to President
Clinton and Deputy Dn'ector of Pohtlcal Affairs

Cocktail Reception

Ballroom _

Hotel Washmgton' :
LULAC PRESIDENTIAL DINNER

Keynote Speaker Flrst Lady Hlllary Rodham Clinton
The First Lady has accepted our 1nv1tat10n

. Guest Speaker: First Lady of Puerto Rico

Mrs. Maga Rossello

Guests Congressman Ed Pastor
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal Allard
Congressman Carlos Rornero Bardelo

' Guest Of Honor: Mrs Belen B. Robles

LULAC NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Awards: COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

KW OUZ/ 005
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8:00am - 8:45am
9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10: 00

'~ 10:00am - 10:30am

-10:30am - 11:00am

111:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

12:00th - 1:00pm

Continental Breakfast ' R
Parkview Room (Meetmg all day)

Attomey General Janet Reno :
Presentation followed by questmn and answer penod

Overview on the Crime Bill and the

- . impact on Hmpamcs

Ms. Clarissa Cerda, Assistant Counsel to the Premdent

The White House

POLICE, PUNISHMENT, PRISONS AND
PREVENTION mclud.mg Youth and Gangs

| EANEL. Mr. Cesar Collantes, LULAC National

Legislative Analyst
Mr. Jose Barron
Mr Faustino Pino

Imnugratlon Gettmg Back to the Basics.
Citizenship
LULAC mvolvement

PANEIL: Ms. Venecia Rojas Kenah President, LULAC
Council 11041 ﬁ

Ms. Blanca Matu.nno, Hispanic Outreach Dl.rector
Southwest Disability and Business Technical
ﬁssmtance Center on the Amerlcan w1th Dlsablhtles

ct

1994 ELECTIONS-WHAT ROLE DO WE PLAY"

Mr. Andy Hernandez, Democratm Natlonal Commlttee -
Hlspamc Voter Outreach

Mr. Richard Martinez, Adm:.mstratlve Asmstant for

'Congressman, Member Advisory Hispanic Advisory
Committee, Repubhc Nat1onal Commlttee

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN (Roof :I‘op Hctel Washington)
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1:30pm - 6:00pm

- 6:30nm

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING
Business Agenda

LULAC Opening Procedures:
Pledge of Allegiance

. Prayer of the League

Roll Call of Officers '
Agenda Review and Adoptlon
Approval of Previous Minutes
(El Paso, Texas-July 3, 1094)

Correspondence and Announcements |

New Charter Applications _
President's Report-Belen B. Roblés
Immediate Past Pres1dent. Report
Mr. Jose Velez :

1994 National Conventlon -
Treasurer's Re Mr Manuel Vlllarreal

1994.95 Budget

1994 Natlonal Conventmn-El Paso Report
SER Natmnal Report - Pedro V"lera, President

LNESC YOUTH DINNER or Receptlon _
Capltal Room

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8

8:00am - 8:302m
* 8:45am - 11:45am

Coffe/Pea/Damsh Parkwew Room
Meetmg Reconvenes '
National Legal Advisor

- Mr. Rick Dovalina -

N atidna] General Counsel

. Judge Alberto Armendariz -

#1004/005
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11:45am - 12:465pm
 12:45pm - 6:0_0pm

| Report.s from Natlonal Officers

National Youth Pres1dent
‘National VP for Youth
National VP for Young Adults
Vice President-Southwest
Vice President-Far West
Vice President-North West
Vice President-North East
Vice President-South East
Vice President for Elderly

Report on Education Summ.tt
Mr. Ramiro Gonzalez
State Director-Michigan

Working Lunch

REPORTS:

LNESC - Richard Roybal

LULAGC FOUNDATION - Ed Pena
Amigos de LULAC - Jose Velez .3

1996- LULAC NATIONAL CONVENTION

REPORT
Mr. Carlos Lopez Nieves

' Specml Reports

Fund Ra1sers

Electlons/Appomtments of Boards
LNESC

SER

- COMMISSION ON EDUCATION o

HOUSING

COMMITTEE TO REVISE CONSTITUTION
'STATE DIRECTORS' REPORTSE |
_ Wo;'kjng Dinner (if neoéssary) |

g005/005
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" LNESC

777 North Capitol Stregt, NE, Suite $05: Washington, DC 20002
(£02) $08-0000 FAX (202) #08-006%

LULAC IRt

‘To: Suzanne Valdez

From:. Belen Robles

Date: . ‘October 4, 1994

Subj_ect: Information about LULAC

# Pages: 26
(including cover letter)

Herel is the information about LULAC that you requested.

 FAXTRANSMITTAL

High Priority

W uulL
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I receitly read an arllde
characterizing IV1AC as an
“outdaied organization.”

Lat me asstre you Urtt when it
 cowmes to defending the poor,
- and the disadvaotaged against

the abuses of pollilcal and

economic power, FULAC wiil

alveays be there. - : |

- Hispanics will shortly become the Iar[,est minotiy group lu the U s

I is now up to Individusls, people l!lie you, 1o siep up and take the

responsihility of providing !eaderslﬂp In our cunlmnnilks.
'lhemtllsgmxmldﬁnroadwguccmlsﬂﬂulﬂ :

ahstacles, but i we work together, nathing is impossible, Belp

s In mafdng our communiiles safe and vibrant plsoes, whese

the future Is wlat we wnlit Kiobe and where povetly, abuse

and ueglect are only lerms ko history jmoks We looks lum'nrd
te seeing you at die next LULAC meelh;, i your area.

INC

339 LNESC;

LARRY TREJO PR

Beler B. Robles
Nallonal President

LULAC

B1 915 544 2707

LULAC’s Beglnuhxgs

LULAG's beglnnlug that Pebr wary 192.7 in Corpus Christt wes ﬂm
colmition of many menths of work by the membership of liree
groulmsho forged tnto one single, llllilell organization dxit couk!
represent and fight for the rights of Illspznic Americans throughout

the Soutweest. Afier many years of rmﬂ'mmg tll:cﬂmhutlon
persecution and denlal of the most |

15_:18.

1070394



basle rights given to otber clitzens, the Sons of Amerlea ,

. {Corpus Chrisll) ke Fraterdil Order of the Kniphts of America
{San Antoitto) and the Leagre of Latin Amerlean Cittzens
(Hadingen,-Westaco) gtthcml b that roam In Qlweros Hall
1o draw together the uniﬂed.i resources, wilt and deskee of -
Meslean-American lving in Sowth Texas nto onc poverlnl
organlzation, Tlie coalition hdoptcd the “Leaguc of Unlted -
Latin Anterican Clilzens” g3 thelr official niamte and thus began
the history of the dldest, antl sifl largcxﬂlspanln civil zighus |

, | | organtzation in the United sms ‘ . 1
o * {lie fargest minotity group luy the US, By ihe laie 1930's, LULAC Ilad slowly spread throughout rhc
ople e you, to step up and take the Sotthrvest to New Mexico, Ad'wm and Culifornia, But 1t ook 2
dnrsiﬂp In our commumitles, seminal event, World War 1, Elo creaie a flootl of interest in the
 adlosweesslslfed iy - League. ltlsnasecretlhaimsp.mlcsluseuhwwsﬂstmgmsllcd
e, nothlng Is knpossible. Help themselves in miiltary duty. ﬂs a group, Hispanlcs are the most
- ssafe and vibrant places, whoye highly decorated ethnle group in tie milltary history of our
- be and where poverty, abuse | naion, garacring mote Mal.ﬂs of Honor and combat |
. istory books, We look forward commendaﬂmls than any o(het Amerkean racial or etimic ’
vmeeting  your area, geaup. ‘lhcse mspank: GEs tctnmhlg lome [umul {he means |

and apparatus to conllnueihelr own fight for llhm‘lyand
Belen B. Robles”  oqualiy (this ime on o battle Belds of suctal and economic

Natlonal Prest{!gnt justice) in LULAC. Councils begaﬂ popplag up all scross
- Luac Galfornin as Hispaule men mnl wolnca cane to Callfornla
, ' ~ search of jobs in the homnmg"‘(:altlm West's" defense aud
- 5 Beglunings AT
| - fledgllug aerospace lmhstrlm, “LULAG :ea]ly got golng ln A
ary 1927 in Coepus Cheistt was (he Californi after the war,” satd licctm' Godline, a former G and
work by the membership of ilree later natlom president of this: august ocganization. “We
sle, untted organization that could started in Los Angeles and ﬂmu formed the Santa Asa t.mmc.ll.
| - sof lspanlc Amerlcans dhroughout From there, we wenl 10 mlleuml, but i was really what
: of suffering discrimlnation, : lmppeund in Orange County, whicll wats ic true birthplace of

© st : LUTAG in tho siate of Callfonﬂa.g* -
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ter citizens, the Sons of Ametdea

‘aeraal Ondler of the Kniglts of America

League of Latin American Cltizens

sathered In that room In Obreros Hall
1ified resources, wilt and desire of

\g Jn1 Somih Texas iinto one povverlul

lttan adoptedd (e “Leagse of Unlted

" a3 thelr officlal nuve and tlws bepan

, and st targest Hispanc civil righis .

cd Stales,
SLAG had slowly spread throughout the
‘0, Atizom1 d California. But It ook a
ar 1, to crezie  flood of Inferest In the
hat Hispanles huve always distinguished
sty As 2 group, Hispanlcs are the most
group in the milltury history of our
Metdals of Honor and combat
 yollier Amerdean eacld or ethnic
‘315 retaraing home fornd the means
{hedr own fight for liberty and
ybattle Relds of sactal and econonic
clls began popping up all across
en and woinen came to Californla in
ming “Golden Wests" defense aud
stries. “LULAC really pot going In
sald Hector Godines, a former GI and
! »f this angmust organization, "We
d 1110:1_ formed the Santa Anit conncll.
ullerion, but it was veally what
* nty, which was tse (rue birtiplace of
‘ornda.”
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~ soclilund domestle pariy; for all Iiispank:s. LULAC'S YLy hard-

 many, It wonld rake sevemi volumes to aclequalely addressin
" detail the galns made by lhc organization. The [ollmvmg aro

l-.nglish-,\.pmldng socioly. 'Ihe schoo] Bierally was the prede- Lb ’

LNEDG . 1N “' : wous

“ Iniis 65 year hlsnory wmc has haen an advocate of clvll
tlphts, huinane treatent of lmumlgrants, ecanomic dcw:laplwlt,
justice in the courts, and dﬂigeml}' pursed & goal of achieving

carned achlevements lrave ppened the doos for creatlon of many °
ofhes Hispanic organtzallons. WWIAG acconiplishaents areso

4 l'ew of these mmplldmlla .

NS
mum_ﬁmmm Chillreu aiending clsses \3~ |
Ieamed the 400 basic Bugl]lall words necessaiy to bve Inan & /%Qﬂ

cessor of whit we today ml the Head Start Proprau,

/SO(‘&L 1 l/om[dtﬂc
Mﬂn&ﬂ. 'l'hlswas tha first joby wndl cmplo}mcnt o \ A !
developrcnt program [undell by the federal governmnent, - jeldde
Establlsiied in the Lyndon Jq\lmson adminisiratlon, it provideda

source of much needed tmlnlm,, devclopment and placement for

'\5“\

/

/S

- vy Hispanics living tlumglmut the souilwvestern Unifed States.

‘Tadsy, SER Progruns thmuglnmt fhe US. fromed hundreds of
milllons of dollags in u'ainhlg fiunls to Hispunic youth, slngle
woinen-head of honsehokd md the elderly

» MALDEF - Same of the y?wmlgams madle by LULAC have
been in the courts. The lasu{s bave incladed aflianative scdion,
pnllllcal cmpowerment and Immlgrallon reform. MALDEF (dhe
Mestcan Americin iegal Dc&:nsn ansl Educational Fand)} was

foundexd by LULAG In 1968. [lt biecame an Indemmluni, stawd-
. wlone organizaion In 1973, LULAG il MALDR snccessfully

foughit and overturned the discriminsuory system of public school
fundlng in the statc of Texus, alfecting pearly two millien school
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 chiliren Inthe site's public schocls.

» LNESC - The LULAC Mﬂonal Educatlonal Service Centers,
Iinc, were establlshed by l.U,L&C!ln 1973 o suve as lis n.‘t_ﬂd\ml
fundraising arm. ¥ soficits s'up*ml from corporale Aaterica
and then matches e hunds rutted by the focsl LULAC
 counclls and given In college scliolarships o youth.

INC

" o LULAC Bousinp Doard - For over fliree decadss, LULAC
i has served as the mrﬁndophmr of thousands of

i . spariment unis troughout thé;'lls. under a progran (onded
by the HUD. nypmnummnguﬂmkpﬁumwnunachm;
helped plmkled nicedy Familles imh clean, affordable
hwshg. |

+++ LNESC,

LARRY TREJO PR

| unmcumummmun-
If you are interested In [cming a focal connicll oﬁ LULAG
i your communliy - puonlynéedlen (10} or morce people,
who :re interested Inndwmdng' the role of Americaus of
mspmuc—dcscmn.

IWMNTAHHHHAHERNHUN

Kame ‘ !
Clty |
Slale & le

Phone Number

B'1 915 544 2707

15:19

JOIN LULAG Nowv
Mall your ap]ﬂic:dlnn to:
221 N. Kan Sulte 1211
El Paso, 'l'e:ia.! 79901

10/03/94
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8 | N - | I.IJ[AC plans to move forward bmconcmm*aﬂng on these key

o {ssues:
seational Service Centers, © Community and Edncaﬁon. Providing ulucalioml
D73 to serve 45 lis nailonal ~ opporlunites requtred to empower themselves and
frotn cerporte Aserica thelr commupitles for a sucé.ess[nl future.
ylhelood WA @ Domestic Policy. anuring; that s§l Hispanies are.
i jpstoyouth. - given access to deciston-making processes at the local
I | stateand federal level.
er (e decidas, LULAC © Lconomic Development. Gaiing econotmic power in
r of thousands of * order to-have at impact on our fature, LULAC work to
under a progrun (anded malce sure Hispanics can take advantage of all economic
. proggam LULAC has ~ oppertunitles Including Eederal and state procurement
clean, affordsble - and opporiunities available from corporate America.
- | c @ Trade. Provide the men and women
TP TI IS . -oftheﬂbpanicbuslnwsconmmty the assistance,
. - knowledge and training necessary to take advantage
n of the opportunitles of mlemﬂllonal teade and
| . especlally the North Ameﬂcau Free Trade Agreement
lfocall conneli oEDOLAC - ™ '
n (10) or mote peaple, m @ TForelgn Affairs, Providing Hispanics with the
‘ole of Americans of . ~ opportunities to participate and contribute in the
= development and Implemenldlion of forelgn polley
o . and natlous! defense issw -
LICATION .
| | .
n
|
.
n
o
|
- .
oW -
lonto: » /
el21l -
- 901 -
. .
|
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THE WOMEN OF LULAC

The strength and force of the women's movement '

- § has certainly been felt thrqughout the nation. Women

have shown themselves to be capable. motivating
forces behind almaost every organization in this country,
The women of LULAC are no dilferent.

LULAC was one of the national organizations to
realize the imporance of » when its first
women's coundl. No. 9. was organized in El Paso, Texas
in 1934, By 1938, the league had ceated the first
Women's National Office In which Mrs. Esther Machuca
‘was made Ladies Organizer General. in 1972, the -
National Women's Affair Committee was established in |
Washington, DC. This office has continued 1 work with
the League of Women Voters. Women in Community
Service, Nationa} Women's Bureau, the Department of
Labor and the President’s Women's Committee for
Employment of the Ha pped. ‘ '

“The organization's first National Vice-President for
Women was elected in 1981, Today, Esther Trevino
1 serves In this position. She wants to bring greater
recognition o the LULAG women and to work even
“doser with other national women's organizations.
Since 1934. LULAC women have remained .
§ comminted to LULAC and 10 the organizations with
- which they work. This year's convention is no different
- the women of LUJLAC have played 4 major cole in itg
success,. 000 -
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Iritroduction

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) is the
oldest and largest Hispanic organization in the United States. We've
been working since 1929 to assure our fellow Hispanic citizens a
good education, a better job, and the civil rights promised to
every American. What is LULAC?

¢ An engineering scholarship for 4 Hispanic student in Philadelphia

¢ Affordable housing for a low income family in San Antomo

* A computer training program in Miami ;

¢ A court victory against census undercount

in California

LULAC is 110,000 members in 45 states
committed to the promise of Hispanics in
America. We are the youngest, fastest growing
minority in the country. By 1988, Hispanics
will be the nation’s largest- minority group,.
and LULAC is the most respected organization
representing. this diverse, influential group of
citizens.

We've bccn ﬁghtmg ignorance, unemploy-
ment and discrimination for over fifty years,
but we need help. We need help to finance
education and job training. We need the sup-

- port of all individuals and corporations who
care about making equality a fact, not only a
dream, for all Americans.

009
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"Mexico's territory following the Mexican War,

. denied voting rights, excluded from decent jobs or a good ¢duca— :
tion and subjected to unprovoked physical violence. The sngn “No

History
When the United States annexed a third of

nearly 77,000 Mexicans became US. citizens. These
new citizens were systematically discriminated against,

Mexicans Allowed” was to be found everywhere.
Hispanic Americans responded by building a strong tradx;xon of
sclf-determination. Service organizations were started to cb.ampmn

Hispanic rights and in 1929, a number of these groups met jn Cor-*

pus Christi, Texas and merged into a single self-help orgamzauon
the League of United Latin American Citizens, LULAC councils
soon spread throughout Texas, into New Mexico and California,
then to the Midwest, Florida, Washington, D.C. and New York.
As LULAC grew, so did our achievements. LULAC-sponsorgd
lawsuits resulted in landmark court decisions abolishing His’panic
school segregation and guaranteeing Hispanics the right to sit on
juries. LULAC’s “Little Schools of the 400" became the moqel for
the enormously successful Headstart program. Wc. have trained

- and found jobs for thousands of Hispanies, | builr housing for

thousands more, prov1ded over $2 million in scholarslup aid to
Hispanic students, launched programs for youth, women and the
clderly, and reachcd out in cooperative alliance with corporate
America.

No other organization can match our half century record of ser-
vice to Hispanic Americans, but too much remains to be done to
rest on our history. LULAC will continue to work with our feuow
Hispanic citizens until the only place to-find poverty, 1gnoram.c
and dlscmmnatxon is in thc history books

1o
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Organization

LULA(, isa true * grass roots’ orgaruzzmon While pohcy is set at the
national level, our local councils are where the work gets dong. One city
“may stress scholarship aid, another job training, and all LULAC programs
are specifically tailored to meet local nceds. We help our ncxghbors in
the communities where we live.

However, LULAC's local councils can’t do the 1ob alone. We havc
established a National Office in Washington, D.C. to support Hxspamc
rights and issues nationwide, and LULAC’s National President acts as of-
ficial spokesperson to advance our cause in the media and durmg Con-
gressional deliberations. In addition, the LULAC Foundation was created
to forge a working partnership with corporate America. Through the
LULAC Foundation, business provides Hispanics with job tr:unmg,
economic development and financial support.

Other programs have also been established to support our local coun-
cils. The LULAC National Educational Service Centers provide scholarship
aid and career counseling to Hispanic youth, and SER-Jobs For. Progress is
our nationwide manpower training program, which has been rated the
most efficient job training program in the country.

Organizationally, a State Director and State Executive Board : arc: chosen .
at each State Convention. Once a year at the National Convention
representatives from all the LULAC councils convene the
National Assembly and elect a National President and
National Executive Board. Under the direction of the

- National Executive Director, the National Executive
Board is LULAC's governing body between
conventions.

National policy with local im-
pact, programs dedicated to the
most pressing problems, -
ongoing cooperation
with business; all this
adds up to the most

~ responsive, most effec-
tive organization work-
ing to help Hispanic *

Americans. All this adds
up to LULAC. '
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L NES c 777 North Capitol Stre;g NE, Suite 505,- Wwf;ingtmh DC 20002 |
(302)408-0060 FAX (302) 4080064 ,

'LULA Qoo acatiomal S ‘

| FAX TRANSMITTAL

High Priority

To: Ruby Shamir, 456-2239

From: Brent Wilkes

Date: | ~ October 3, 1994

Subject: LULAC Info (aM310 Y cm\>

# Pages: 1o~ 9
(including cover letter)

Enclosed is the information you requested. |
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by concentrating on these key

tion. Provicing educational

» empower themselves and
uccessful future,

Ing that il Hispanies are
making processes at the focal,

I. Gaining economic power in

“n our fature, LULAC work to
talee advantage of all economic
deral and state procurement
le from corporate America.
and women

ommunily, the assistance,
ecessary to take advantage
ernallonal trade and

{can Pree Trade Agreement,
- ing Hispanics with the

le and contribute in the
zntation of foreign policy

' The LULAC Story

Why You Should Get
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I recmtly readl an mllcle
characterkdng LUIAC a8 an
“outdaled oggantzafion.” - 52
o  Letme assure you that whenit [
o % comesto defendiug the poor,
o o and the disadvantaged sgainst
& thcabuses of polliical aud
+  economic power, KUIAG will
: alveays be there, - |
= Hispanics will shordly becomc {he largest mlnorkygonp In the U.S .
, o lsnowupto Individunls, pcople lil;e you; to step vp and take the -
i @ responsihilty of providing teadership In our conumunitles.
" E ‘Isa nced is great and the roadln@cct:sslsﬂl!cd with
.‘f- é obsiacles, but i we work {ogether, nothing is impossible, Help
; w1 usinmakh:gwreommmﬂlessn&mdvin'autp{m whete
_'I the futare s witat we want it o be aml wiiere poverty, abuse
-’ .lndueglet.t are onlyterms in history ] Imnks We look bmmd
; - toscehlg}'ouatﬂmneﬂunh(:meeﬂn;,inpm area,
| S |
: Belen B. Robles
= Natlona Prestdent
w _LUMC
D : '
2 LULAC's Beginnings
LULAG's beghmlug that Fébruary 1927 i Corpus Chirisil was the
3 calminsiton of many months of work by the membership of three
— groups who forged tnto one single, nntted organization that could
. fcpresent and fAght for the rights of lespaMc Amerlcans tbroughout
S the Southwest. Afier many years of SllFEl‘iIlg diserimlnation, -
g persecufion and denlal of the most . v

“
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ther cltlzens, the Sons of America |
rateral Order of {he Knights of Awmerica
League of Latin Amertean Cltizens
gathered I that room Ly Obreros Hall
ifted tesources, will and desire of

1 Sonth Texas into one powerfil
Ittom adopted the “League of Unlted

i 2 ihelr official sme and s began
|, and sl targest Hispanic civil righls
‘e States.

JLAG had! slowly spresud throughout the
w0, Arlzona snd culifotnia. But It tock a

“ur 1, lo creaie a llund of inlerest in the
et Hispatnles luve atwerys distingnished

- uty.- As 2 group, Mispanics are the most

group in the milltary history of our

deatals of Ionoe and combat

y othier Ametdcan cachl or ethmic

- GIs retoridng home found e mesas

W their own Dpht foe ﬂherly and

¢ battle Relds of soctal and economic
cils began poppiag up all across

en atl wonen came to Callfornta in
uning “Golden West’s" defense and
stries. “LULAG really got going In

* sald Heetor Codinez, 2 former GI and

if this angust organization. “We

d then formed the Santa Amt councll.

Alleton, but i was really what

nty, which was ttc (ue birihplace of

fornla.

LNESC, INC | ~ [@oo3/008

Iniis 65 year history, LULAC has been an advocute of civil
tights, Immanc treatment of Immigrants, ecenonilc tlevclbpmem,
justice in the conrts, and :hllgauly pursieed a goal of achievlng
soctal and domestic pasity for all Hispauics., LULAC'S iy hard-

~ earned achicvements have opencd the door for creation of mauy

other Bispanic organkzallons. LULAC's accomplishrents are so
many, It would take sevemi voluemes to adequately address i
detail tdhe gains made by the organization. The [olluv.hu, are

k! few of these accomplishments,

o MM]_M Children attending classes
kearzed the 400 basic Duglish wotds necessary to live lnan
Eoglish-speaking soctety, ‘The school Hierally was the prede-
cessor of wht we todsy cull the Tead Start Propram.

» Opeention SER - This was the flrst job und coployment
development program fraded by the federal govermnent,
Established in the Lyndon Johuson admlnistration, it provided a
source of much needei lr-.thllng, developmett and plitcement for
mauy Hispanics living ﬂimugllont the sonilwvesiern United States,
Todity, SER Prograns throughout the 0.5, fuanel hundreds of

“milllons of dollars in ll'ahlhig {uds to Mispanic youth, slupte h

wouenead of honsehold and the elderly.

» MALDRF - Some of the 3mnesl paius made by LULAC luwe

 been i the courts. ‘The Issues have included afinm:live sciion,

political empowerment aud immiptadon reform. MALDEE (the
Mesican Ametdcan egal Defense st Bducational Fuad) was
founded] Uy LULAC In 1968. it became an independem, stnd-
slonc or ganizafign In 1573. LULAG sl MALDEY snccessfully
fought anl overturned the dlscrhlﬂu.llow system of public school
fndllng in the state of ‘rem, al[eelhlg nulrly two million school
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- - chililren in the state's public schools.
'» INESC- The [ULAC NaBonsl Educsulonal Service Centers,
lunc, were esiabllshed by LULAC In 1973 to serve a5 lis nailor
o fundraising aem, ltsoldtssupimrl_[rom corporate America
s = @ then maiches the finds rtsed by the local WILAC
AN 3 couticils and given In coflege scholurshipa o youth.
|1 » LULAC Bousing Board - For over lree decades, IULAC
i %t lasseived asthe owner and operator of housandsof
P apariment units theoughout the 115, under a progrum funded
{
e by the HUD. By participating In this progrum LULAC Las
E helped provided needy Gamilles with clean, affordable
j howsing.
B -

." 0 lllllllllllll.lllllllllllll.l
! 5 = -
: - -
! | [

- LAHLAC MEMBERSEIIP -
.-’ ™ Ifyou are intetested In fotmming a focal councl o LDLAG .
m i your communliy - you only need ten (10) or more peopls, w
5 % ¥ha are interested In advincing the role of Ameticans of : :
= o Hispanic-descen. -
[ - . |
- . 1 WANT A LULAC APPLICATION -
- " | ' | "
3 :
— m - Address u
u
(o} 5 Ui : :
u Stae &Zlp u
- : Phone Number :
Too. ;- -
= ~ JOIN LULAG now -
u Mall your application fo: n
x 221 N, Kansas, Sulte 1211 =
S m Bl Faso, Yexas 79901 -
= [ | ' ]
; ) | : l
- l-------llIIIlle-lll-lI--I--

X
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' watlonal Service Centers, -
)73 lo scrve as lis nallonal
~ Irom cotporate America

i ile locd LULAC

ships o youth.

{liree decades, LULAC
r-of tiousands of
wtder a program funded
woptam LULAC has
clean, afforduble
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LU[AG plans to move forward by concem.mtlng on these key
lssues:

O Community and Bducaﬁon. Providing ulucahonal
opportunites required to empower themselves and
thelr communitles for a successful future.

© Domestic Policy anudugthat il Hispanics are

given access to decislon—malung proccsaes at lhe local,
siate and federal level. |

© Economic Development. Gahiing economic power in

order lo have an impact on ovr {olure, LULAC work to
make sure Hispanics can take advantage of all economic

- opportunities including federal and state procurement
and opporiunitics available from corporate America.

@ Trade. Provide the men andwomen

of the Hispaaic business cotmmmty, the assistance,
- knowledge and training necessary to take advantage

of the opporiunitles of international teade and.

especlally the North Ametican Free Tracde Agreemult

© Foreign Affairs, Providing Hispanics with the

opportunitics to participate and coniribute in the
development and implementation of forelgn pollcy
and oatlouad defense issves,
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THE WOMEN OF LULAC o
The strength and force of the women's movement
has certainly been felt throughout the nation. Women
have shown themselves to be capable, motivating
{ forces behind almost every organization in this country,
The women of LUJLAC are no ditferent. ‘ |
LWLAC was one of the firet national organtzations to
realize the importance of womern when its fist
1 women’s cound, No. 9, was organized in El Paso, Texas |
fn 1934, By 1938, the league had created the first -
Wwomen's National Office in which Mrs, Esther Machuca
'was made Ladies Organizer General. In 1972, the -
National Women's Affair Committee was established in
Washington. DC. This office has contnued to work with
the League ¢f Women Voters, Women in Comsmuaity
Service, National Women's Bureau, the Department of
Labor and the President's Women's Committee for
1 Employment of the Handicapped. @ -
" The organization’s first National Vice-President for
women was elected in 1981, Today, Esther Trevino
1 serves in this position. She wants %0 bring greater -
recognition o the LULAC women and to work even
-} doser with other national women's organizations.
Since 1934, LWLAC women have remained :
commited to LULAC and 1o the organizations with
which they work. This year's convention is no different
- the women of LWLAC have played 4 maijor role in its
SUCCess. | |




