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HEADLINE: THE LEAGUE TURNS 70: WHERE TO NOW?; 
POLITICS: THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS FACES DWINDLING FUNDS 
AND DECLINING MEMBERSHIP. BUT THE PUBLIC SfILL HOLDS THE 
SfAUNCHLY NONPARTISAN GROUP IN HIGH ESfEEM. 

BYLINE: By KATHLEEN HENDRIX, TIMES SfAFF WRITER 

BODY: 

In.Ee._bruary, 1920Lwith ratification of the 19th Amendment just months away,, 
suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt founded the League of Women Voters of the United 
Slates. Faced with a newly enfranchlsea group of~O million women who had been 
tofclit was unladylike to vote, the national nonpartisan league dedicated itself to 
eradicating that notion and educating women about the issues and their new 
responsibilities. 

Seventy years later, with membership and funds declining, the league is still 
workin hard to get out the vote, influence overnment olicy and romote 
participation m e po 1 ca pr ess. 

But in an age of glitz, celebrity, short attention spans and sound-bite campaigning, 
the league is seldom in the limelight Its loyal members seem to see themselves, by 
choice, as a backstage organization out to preserve the democratic process._They 
know the league has a visibility problem, that it has areputation for doing drudge 
work, That it is describeO-mrath:er unglamorous terms: sohd, stalwart, dedicated, 
naive, boring. 

Can such an organization expect to be around for its 80th birthday in the year 
2000? 

This year, members of the Los Angeles League, which was also founded in 1920, 
will be celebrating and soul-searching. There is an anniversary brunch this weekend, 
a fund-raiser in the fall and, shortly, a letter that league president Lois Saffian will 
be sending to past presidents, asking, "Where do we go from here?" 

"We're facin a challenge right now as a volunt 'on," Saffian said 
recently at the eague e Mid-Wilshire area. "How are we going to 



continue the program we're known for with diminishing resources? ... We have an 
important purpose that is never going to go away. What can we do to live up to that 
purpose?" 

Said Paula Menkin, a member of the Los Angeles unit since 1946 and president 
from 1953 to 1955: "There's nobody else who does these things. To me, the fact it's 
not glamorous does not mean it's not exciting. It is exciting. I've now spent close to 
50 years being excited by the issues .... Who else sits at city council meetings and 
watchdogs things for citizens? Nobody else would study the state Constitution, the 
city and county charters. These are the nuts and bolts of government" 

But hard work alone will not ensure its future. 

"I am both confident and worried," Saffian said. "The need is always there. By 
definition, democracy means government open to change by people, but people have 
got to know how to do it People who want to keep (democracy) going gravitate 
toward the league. " 

The national and local organizations have always been strapped for money, Saffian 
said, and nothing has changed. 

"We're not terribly sophisticated in raising money," she said. "We're so focused on 
accomplishments and issues, we've had a hard time to get members to support us. 
They'll say, 'We're not here to raise money.' " 

The diminishing resources that most concern Saffian are people - the men and 
women who do the work (the league has admitted men since 1974). Los Angeles 
membership is 940, down from about 1,200 when Saffian took over the presidency 
three years ago. (At its peak, membership was about 1,600.) 

Paradoxically, some observers say that the league has never been so powerful. 
One political consultant, Steven M. Glazer, said that invariably public opinion polls 
give the league one of the highest credibility ratings of any organization. 

"As a result, they're being catered to by Republicans and Democrats," Glazer said 
of the league, which, for example, this year is backing ballot measures supporting a 
largely Republican-backed reapportionment initiative, bipartisan state and local ethics 
reform measures and a transportation ballot measure led by Gov. George 
Deukmejian. 

"That is enormous clout to have. I don't even think they recognize the extent of it, 
but it's recognized by other insiders. They have this white hat image. They seem like 
these little mice at times, but they're the mice that roar." 

Traditionally, league members have been educated, middle-class homemakers 
who joined in an era when they were expected not to work for money. 



Ann Lane, a fire commissioner for the city for the past 13 years, joined the league 
in 1953. 

"We had children, and we had to get out of the house to talk of something other 
than diapers," she said. "It was intellectually stimulating, and there were not a lot of 
other opportunities." 

Members did and still do put in vast amounts of time studying issues, analhzing 
material~ monitoring_g,9yernmental-meetings,-wl'i.ting_!eports, helping to dra 
legislation, lobbying and s 3king-1Q_~ various issues. ., 

The organization is frequently described as a leadership training ground for future 
public life, and the Los Angeles league is proud of members like former City 
Council President Pat Russell and Councilwoman Joy Picus. The league is "the 
single most important influence in my life that made me go into public life," Picus 
said recently. 

"It was a career," Lane said. "I put in about 25 hours a week." 

But few women are willing or able to do that kind of work any more. They are 
working full-time or are unwilling to perform such skilled labor for no pay - or they 
prefer single-issue causes because the results are more tangible and the process 
quicker. 

The league has always prided itself on bein a multi-issue ganiza.tion. In the 
early years league m :rs na · · supported collective bargaining, child labor 
l~mum wage legislation, and federal aid for maternal and child care 
programs. They fought the spoils system and__promotecLthe-merit-system in 
government employment, backed Social Security,_aruLdis.co..ur.aged_isolatienism. 

Since the 1950s the league has been at the forefront of many environmental 
issues. League mem'E>ers worked for civil rights, especialJYThrougfi voter 
registration, and, in Los Angeles, supported school desegregation and busing. 

In addition, the league supports the equal rights amendment and takes a 
pro-choice position in the abortiQn_de..~ 

But yoting and governmental processes have been a primary focus, and last year 
the national league decided to scale down, declaring it could no longer be all things 
to all people. Its priorities are public campaign financing anq voter re istra · 
turnout The league has worked for passage of e na onaJ. voter registration act, 
comrno~.aJJed the___!!_meter voter" act, w.__hich includes pro~ons enabling people to 
register when they get their driver's licenses. It passed the House in February. 

The Los Angeles League appears to be headed in a similar direction. 



"Locally, we're very proud of our effort to get high school students registered," 
Saffian said of their on-campus efforts. 

Said lawyer Geoff Cowan, chairman of the city's ethics code commission: "I think 
they're needed now more than ever. They do the most thorough job in analyzing 
things. The support of the league on the city ethics (and campaign finance) ballot 
measure is so important People tend to say, 'ff the league supports it, it must be 
OK'" 

That is a frequently heard description of the league and one that may become 
controversial in California in the coming months. The state league has endorsed -
and helped write - Proposition 119, a reapportionment measure that would redraw 
state legislative districts, sponsored by San Mateo County Supervisor Tom Huening, 
who is a Republican. 

"Sometimes the state takes a position (that) local can't support," Saffian said in 
reference to the measure. "We're taking a no-action position. 

"We're not a rubber-stamp organization ... but it's important that we have the 
discipline not to undermine (the state league) ." 

Selma Calnan, a member of the East San Gabriel Valley League, was one of five 
statewide members who co-wrote the reapportionment study the league undertook 
in 1987. But she opposes the state league's position and said of the restriction on 
opposition from a local unit, such as Los Angeles, "It's ridiculous." 

Although Calnan said she is indebted to the league, she nonetheless has some 
harsh criticisms of the organization and said the reapportionment issue points up a 
fundamental weakness that goes back to its founding. 

"Here they were, all innocent, feeling so righteous," she said of suffragists in 1920. 
"They dove into partisan politics and got skunked. They retreated into the hills, and 
remained above it all. And that's where they are today, above the partisan battle. 

"They have a fastidious dislike for partisan politics and a great sense of certitude 
about their rightness. I'm probably that way, too, I guess. But they confirm their 
prejudices by only talking to each other." 

As a result, she said, the league is strong in its knowledge of governmental 
process but weak on political savvy. That lack of savvy, she said, led the state league 
in the late 1960s to support deinstitutionalizing the mentally ill. 

"We were so naive. We thought the local governments would pick up the tab" and 
fund local programs for those released. "I feel personally ashamed of that" 



Hearing Calnan's charges of naivete regarding reapportionment, Joy Picus said: "In 
a sense, much of what she says is true. The league is naive. But that's important to 
their image. 

"I commend the L.A. League for standing apart It shows remarkable perception 
not to be part of that It's significant that the major league in the state has done so." 

Where, then, is the nonpartisan league's strength? 

"Overall, I think it's a lot of wasted effort," said political consultant Joe Cerrell, of 
Los Angeles-based Cerrell Associates Inc. Stressing he was more aware of league 
activities on a national level, he said it might be more effective locally. 

"But nationally they're a nice neuter group. I think they mean well, but their 
laundry list of accomplishments - I don't think it's a very long list They do the 
presidential debates. Whoopee." 

The league, often a spons~ of local and primary debates, began seonsoring~ 
presrctentiat debates__!_I_!_ 1976,.1>..uLin-a-struggle-for-€onrrol-with=tne=political-parties in 

--me-1988eleaioncampaign, withdrew al together. 

"We live in a partisan world relative to state and national government," Cerrell 
said. "I would like to harness all that energy into getting good people elected to 
office." 

Saffian took Cerrell's criticisms to heart "It's really difficult to say where the 
league has been effective. It's immeasurable, except where the league has taken the 
leadership, like the motor voter act" 

Cerrell's criticism, she said, may relate to "our need to publicize ourselves in a 
more sophisticated way. Maybe we've been like the nuns, thinking God will take care 
of us because we're so good and righteous. We need a good marketing plan. You 
wouldn't start a business without one today. We never did that" (Saffian said a 
public relations agency has agreed to take the L.A. League on as a pro bono client 
and will design a public relations campaign for the organization.) 

Hit is still around, what will the League look like in 2000? 

"I hope we're all around in the year 2000," Saffian said, mentioning the precarious 
state of the human race and the planet 

Reflecting on the massive changes in so much of the world, she said the United 
States, in a crisis on so many fronts - education, the environment, homelessness, the 
national debt - probably will go through some major changes too, although not 
through a classic revolution. 



"I think it would be playing its historic role, but in a probably different political 
environment I hope that doesn't sound too radical," she said. "I have to believe it's 
not all a waste of time. And if enough of us felt that way .... " 

GRAPHIC: Photo, Chapman Catt, league founder ; Photo, Carrie Chapman Catt 
leads a suffrage parade on streets of New York in 1917. League of Women Voters; 
Photo, League President Lois Saffian is "both confident and worried" about the 
future. TAMMY LECHNER / Los Angeles Times 
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The League of Women Voters - beset by declining membership and financial 
support, its debates spumed by presidential and congressional candidates last year -
is plotting a comeback. Spurred by the rock-bottom turnout on Election Day, the 
league plans to lead a public discussion - inside the Capital Beltway and out in 
grass-roots country - on how to make political campaigns more open to voters. 

The league has " a s been a multi-issue organization," said executive director 
Grant P. Thompson, supporting ong-term fun amental issues, the kinds of things 
that come back every 10 years or so." (The 69-year-old league, which until 1974 did 
not allow men to be full mem~s, has a membership that is 7 per cent male. 
Thompson is the league's first male executive director.) 

A long-term issue for the Washington-based league has been how to lure more 
peoplero the pollS.-According!y, in the 100th Cong~ss, the group was a strong 
supporteroftfie Universal Voter Registration-Act The league also pressed for 
redueed-politicalaaion coi_nmittee ~lout, lobbying for a bill co-sP-onsored by 
Democratic5ens~J2~vfi:J~L._B_or_en _oLOklahoma_and_Ro_b_e_rt C,Jh~rd of West Virginia 
that-wou!~--~ti~11_qiug.limits_and-provide-for-public-finam;ing-of-c-0ngressional­
el~ons. ---

League president Nancy M. Neuman said her group would pursue an "insideand 
outside" strategy. In league parlance, "inside" means a conference, most likely to be 
held in Washington early this year, to which presidential (and perhaps some 
congressional) campaign managers, pollsters and academics will be invited to discuss 
possible reforms. The league will subsequently present either specific 
recommendations or an outline of options to Congress, President Bush and the news 
media. 

Then, later this year or in early 1990, comes the "outside" phase. Many of the 
league's 1, 150 local chapters are to sponsor "town meetings" in churches, schools and 



community centers. To pay for these gatherings, chapters will seek contributions 
from local foundations and corporations, said league press secretary William H. 
Woodwell. 

These efforts to stir the pot of campaign reform - and give the league a higher 
public and political profile - come at a somewhat awkward time for the group. 
Since 1969, its membership has declined from a high of 157,000 to the current 107,000. 
Membership was greatly depleted in the mid-to-late '70s, as more and more women 
began entering the work force, devoting less time to volunteer activities and civic 
clubs. Last year, league membership increased for the first time since 1982, but that 
jump was primarily a result of national direct-mail appeals, not recruiting drives by 
local chapters. 

The league's over-all finances have also been declining in the past two years. The 
national legislative arm of the league recorded a deficit of$ 55,000 in 1986. By 1987, 
the tide of red ink had reached$ 223,000, though the educational arm - a smaller 
unit of the league that sponsors debates - broke even in 1986-87. According to 
Neuman, the deficit reflects not only a drop in revenue and contributions from 
corporations and foundations during the past few years but also increased 
expenditures in the national office on computers and accounting systems. 

And at both the national and state levels, the league has been having trouble 
signing up candidates to participate in its debates. Negotiations with the presidential 
contenders broke down over league objections to the format proposed by the 
campaign managers. In pulling out, the league broke a tradition of sponsoring at 
least two presidential debates in each election year since 1976. At the same time, 
there was more of an effort by congressional candidates to "sponsor debates on their 
own or with more submissive sponsors," Woodwell said. Of 67 league 
congressional debates scheduled at the state level last year, 22 had to be canceled; 
five of the cancellations involved disputes over format, he said. 

For all its financial and membership woes, the league still has a network of local 
organizations "in a class by itself," said Marsha Adler, a People for the American Way 
legislative representative. Sonia R. Jarvis, executive director of the National Coalition 
on Black Voter Participation, called the league "one of the strongest players in the 
[voter registration] game" at the local level. 

And the league still has considerable lobbying clout It is "not a lead group, but a 
firm supporter" of campaign reform legislation, according to Kathleen D. Sheekey, 
Common Cause's legislative director. The league's efforts, said Greg D. Kubiak, 
Boren's chief legislative assistant, have brought "a strong aspect of legitimacy" to 
campaign reform legislation. 

GRAPHIC: Picture, The League of Women Voters wants to increase voter turnout 
on Election Day. Richard A. Bloom 



HEADLINE: WOMEN VOTERS LEAGUE BACKS HEALTH REFORM 

BODY: 

After studying the issues, last January, the League of Women Voters of Arizona 
and other Leagues all over the United States, took a consensus of the membership 
as to what form they wisned health care to take. 

The League of Women Voters national consensus was that a basic level of quality 
health care aLan-affordahle cost should be available to a11 I IS residents and that the 
plan should include E!9uitable distribution of services, efficient and economical 

elive of care advancement of medical research and technology and a reasonable 
total national expenditure leve or neaHh care. 

League members felt that the new system should permit individuals to addto 
the~s1c serv1cestlliough purchase of insurance polici-es:lhe membersljip 
nationally was willing to pay a reasonable amount of additional taxes for universal 
he~ 

Mu~h of the health-care plan which was outlined by the White House is in synch 
with the League of Women Voters' position. Preventive ca1e and heal~promotion 
andeaucation are partoflfie package, as we'anoped. soafe prenatal and 
reproductive health care,·which League members named as priorities. 

It's our hope that the people of Arizona and our congressional representatives will 
enter into a bipartisan effort to provide all Americans with a more humane 
health-care system. Let's use the president's plan as an effective blueprint for reform. 
- Joyce M. Forney 
President 
League of Women Voters, Arizona 

Scottsdale 
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BODY: 

You've probably seen the T.V. ads on health care reform sponsored_b-¥-Jhe_~ue 
of Women Voters Education__Eund_and_the He!_!!Y- J. Kaiser FamUy 
Foundation-they're the ones that righteously_p_r_oclaim~W4H~g__ any 
particularJ!lan.-We want decisions to be based on facts." There's even a toll-=Iree 
number ("get the facts 1-800-facts-94"). Unfortunately the first "fact" publicized by the 
$ 4.1 million campaign is spurious. "A lot of people think that most uninsured 
Americans are poor and unemployed," intones the narrator. "In fact, 84 percent of 
Americans who lack health insurance are in families that work hard and pay truces .... 
That's eight out of ten of us, and that's a fact" Wrong, on several counts. First, as 
George Will has pointed out, the "84 percent" is not "eight out of ten of us," but eight 
out of ten of the minority of "us" who are uninsured. Second, the statistics on which 
the ad is based don't show that 84 percent of uninsured families work "hard." In fact, 
the "84 percent" figure includes part-time and part-year workers along with full-time, 
full-year workers. And the statistics say nothing at all about paying taxes. They 
apparently just made that part up. Dr. Robert Blendon, the Harvard researcher cited 
by the League of Women Voters as an adviser, cqncedes that the ads contain a 
"mistake." A more accurate SEot would say that about half (52.4 percent) of th~ 
i!ninsured live in families witlUUUil~time,_fiill-:..y:ear work:er. That---miiiilJer lsoad 
enough. Why exaggerate? ...:c;:_-==--------=----
!AC-NUMBER: IAC 14869076 

!AC-CLASS: Magazine 
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queationiq of membcn uC tile HOlllO ud knatc by oitlbn1 Uld reporten. A II meetfnaa will be 
llOllpll'tllul ud oloated oftlclala with divergent viewa on health reform wru be fnvila\J 10 attond. 

Tbl projcci& bu bco11 ondonod by die Radio 111\d Televlalon. Newa T>irector& toundalioll (RTNDF) 
aml fl hdpwd u approxbmtely UOO.OOO. JnnmalU!t& who wilh co mend or wvct ono or morw of Ibo 
town IANllnp 1ftll)' aolllaCC lbe LWVEP or XPP. 

TRI PA.R'INEltSt TIM Ell• Paadlf Jl'nndlllon •• Tbe Kalllcr f.,ufly Paundadon it aa 
ladepe,..ta11t lleaJth care plllludlropy mad la .001 UJOGlaiod with Kaiser Permanente or KUer JndUltr:toa. 

'llall projeor n pan of t'he JCafaer Heald! Reform PtojeQ, 1111 1Dt!&:irt to prcMdci iho 1'est avalllble 
relllard\ and anlJylla on tey fuun fn "' hcahh 1'form dcbot9 to pollcymakere, tlu• rnadia and tbe public. 
1bruuaJ1out tho helltll reform dtbart, th• XJl1• HP.alrh 'Refarm .t'roJec1 will illUc iuptod .ua&o., hold 

. lllldia and policplabr hriefinp. fadlltl!e pllblic forum1 wJLh ole,tod gfftdala, and bUk th• puYic'I 
UlldmltUldill& of INUCI Bhal~ Mil .bMld\ ldorm. 

1-pe of Wmnen \'olln .. aalion '11Dd .. tbc Leapo of Women Vot•n BducetioD Pund'I 
mJuion II TO t.a'oue public: uudtJstandln& of major publi; polioy iuue1 aad to 1manurap cllilln 
pml-,.don ta govenuneor. In punult of theae FA11, the l..WV.l!F conduCB reaeardl 1111d provide• a 
varlel)t ol educltlnn111 uMeaa, tndlldlna publicaUou and pub& progrllnL 

-more· 
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.ne LWVF.F worb with many partne11 •• Cunimotit among them, the more than t,100 1t1te aild 
Joell Luea• ofWu1ue11 Vvtirt duoupoiar th• U.S. Wlthia lheiir mm IXJJIUDWlitin, Leqoea have 
-.bUlbod • roput.doa for providing llttWIRihle, bl.lanced and emilly undcnluod prop-mm and materfall 

. people iru ,. m IDllD abollt cwrom putJlk: p!)&y lllUea. 

a.rvanl lclboal or Pd!Wlc llultb - 'lbe lhl'Vud Uruv1ndly Sdaoot of J'u.blic Hoallb PfOlrlJll a 
PbhHc nptnlOJJ and HllJdl Ciro, wW91 '110 dh·ccdon of Rohort J. Bleadon. JI• provided rMmda 
mlllnal OD pub& opJoiOll oa Maftb Nforra and the uni11'41.rcd, and MMc:I on dnfp u[ rucJJa m••pt 
Robtfl illendon, "!aaJrm1n nf the Department of Hmlth Policy and Manta•snont, it a lltlllor propam 
aaniadlaftt lO the Poundldon. 

I._ llepldnt Untrem., Scboo1 of Ht'llme ud Public Utel* - no Jolma HopJdm School of 
ltniln• llld PubUc HelllLh h• pcCJYidod roBGaroh asslstanoe for tilt ~. 111nal)w of tbt Dllbuluntd 
pupuJatloll, ..W,.O. ot the major llealdl reform rTnf'Mll• Md acMce on dlc de1fxq ut modla --... 
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PROJECT ltJMMAllY 
ITLUGRT PACTS ON BEilTB llDOJlM 

A Joint proJ~ of the Laauc of Women Voccr1 Education Pund (L WVEP) and the Xailer Pamlly 
·· Foundation (ICPP). 

Jl..-ch and tldmlcal uslstance provided by the Harvard University School of Publtc Hlllda IDcl 
the Johns Hoptlm University School of Hy1lene and Publlc Health. 

ANNdDNCBMBNT DATE: Januar'J' :u. 199' (embargoed undl tlaat time) 

nanr.cnyp; To provldo a neulrll 10Ur" of p1.1blic mfonnatloa IDd educ:adon on the luv• and 
altenwlve propoula In health reform. To alve citlzena an opportu.nky to participate In the deblle. 

Tae CllDPllP will DDt baek any partlCllar healeb reform plan, approadl, or point of view. 

WJIA.T 'l1IB JNl'l1A'IJD WILL CONSJSI OF; 

1) A Dlllonll lelnilloD and prim public IDformadon ~alp on key l11u• ln htallb reform. Paid 
lftlllll• to air OD network television and run tu new1papcr1 and news weotllca beshmln& 
11111111)' 31. 1'94. 

· 2) A 1erles of mppmldmately ~ town meetlllgs on healdl reform with elected offtclll1. 

Th• budaet for this inklal phase of the wnpaign is Duon. Odler components of tbe IJddadve-tUCll 
u a url• of uclonally tllevlaed dtbatea on health ret'orm-ma~ he ldd.S. 

1111 pgOJICTS: 

• Pim _,.. cllW -n. Nldaaal Halllh 
lafom Quiz• to b:u an dl8 ,.m&.m of &hi 
mlund ud will nplaia how 1'Js Ille ..-1em 11, • 11 ..-..... llld wt Iba 
CCI 1"'V'B of ... withouc-... me. 

• '1111 alioclive of cbia ,._ ia IO Mlp .-re 
Iba& Iba dl1lla. CMr ullivtral COV81'18• ii llued 
• ..... IVliJIWI ficcl ad ltUUda1 nlblr' 
1111& .. ........,,, .. ud miliafomedm. 

• An .aao • ..._will bl Ulld ao provWo dne 
.,.mi npmta, ·u ....... ia AmrtCllt • 
•Crlliul C"oiCM la HMllJl lefom. 1 l8d 
9Hlalda l.efDra UJieluicm: A C'Amlpuiian of 
,.._,.,, r+.• 

• "1111 Ruvut lallDol of Puhllc lhlllh ·Ind UP 
. ..a OGlldnct ~ ...,.,.,. ol puWic 

laMM's .. 1 wl ..... ...,i"I to - Iba ........ Ith....... . 

• Appro1Allllltly 60 towD peetiap wida eleoud 
oftlallll ...... uauml ............ 
lf3W dlt GOUDCI)'· (See 1ttriad Dp) 

• Tiii aijlociv• " co pn:NJdl • tonm tar citbm 
pll'ticlipltiOD ii IM bllllb nfonD ..... , la 
lally,... .. dlblle lltnldvt ,.... •• 
IDll to llllb aure tllll ~-ti bow llleir 
.... aftlcial1 '¥iftl OD llllJlll ..... 

• ....... will be OOlpGDIO ... by ... 
LWVIP, XPP, llMI a.,. llUvilimior r..sio 
ll&licm 'Ataiob will prowidt bftlldcuC CIOY ..... 

• Tiie ..... wlJl CODlilt of &wopmta: 
,_.J td8'•1ioa OD i811111 ID4 propoMll u4 

a. ''"'°"'"• or """'"" or .- HllUll IDd lwll "1- .,...__,aid A vidlo 
Mludaa Waller Cmakite 11&CI ..... tram tho 
PBS daQlmmr.uy -wba&'1 Allia, MldioiDI• 
wiJl .. 111111..,.. dlo elnmt!'11111 ...... 
Tiii .... .,, .......... .,, .. 
, ........ u. 
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Ad Number One: An elderly woman look_o.; somberly 11t the camera. 
The captio:o below her face asks, "Why should I ha\:e to choose 
between buying groceries and buying medicine"'' The ad, sponsored by 
the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers A.ssor.iation (PMA), goes on to say 
that "No American should have to make that choice. That's why we 
support health care reform, with coverage for all prescription 
medicines." 

Ad Number Two: "Meer. the family nobody will insure,· appears bold­
ly atop a photo of a family of three. "Heal.th cll!'c refonn has become 
our country's most important public health issue, and the 300,000 
member physicians of the American Medical Associatio11 (A.i'\llA) are 
determined to bring about cha.'lge." 

As health·eare reform has moved to the top of ~he U.S. political agenda, 
ads such as thesf- have been appearing more and more frequently in 
newgpapers and magazines throughout the coUiltry. Part of an aggres­
sive ca.'Tlpaign on the pan of different health-industry interests to shape 
their public inlage and influence public opinion about options for 
refonn, the ads mr:ike plain that reform of the United States' health care 
system iE a high-stakes proposition. 

4 THE LEAGUE OF WGMEN VOTEFtS l•E'.:Ell1BE;-1/JAl\UARY 1994 

With more than $800 billion spent every 
year on health care in this country, there's a 
lot riding on reform for doctors, hospitals, 
drug companies, insurers, medical equipment 
manufacturers and other interests. Lost amid 
all the .iockeying for dollars and business, how­
ever, i.s the overriding fact that health care 
reform is a win-or-lose proposition for the 
American people as well. At stake for citizens 
l<i whether we can craft a system that effective­
ly and effkiently meets people's real health 
care need.<>.. 

"Our health cart' system is falling both our 
nation· s families and Its economy," says 
League of Women Voters President Becky 
Cain. "Citizens need to speak up and be heard 
above the special interests or we might be 
faced with reform in name only-with a heal.th 
sy.~em that only reinforces the inequities and 
inefficiencies that sparked this whole move­
ment in the first place.• 

''A New Phenomenon" 

Talk of reform ls a new phenomenon in the 
health care industry. "For year$, the lndustl)' 
worked to maintain the status quo of the 
health care system,~ according to Josh Gold· 
stein of th~ Center for Responsive Politics, 
"and industry interests were succes.sful in 
squashing any public discussion of refonn." 

That all changed in 199 l, when Harris 
Wofford of Pennsylvania was elected to the 
U.S. Senate on a platform of national health 
reform. Wofford's election sent a powerful 
message to Washington-that the United 
States' health care system is not working and 
the American people want it fixed. Since then, 



the health industry has changed its 
approach. "Now thac health reform h88 
become a public issue, there's been a shift 
(among L'ld1Lstr'J int.erest.s) from squashing 
reform to shaping the debate in the way 
they want it to go,'' says Goldstein. 

The Public Campaign: 
Ada and Ideas 

Th~ ma.ss media can be a powerfiil tool for 
influencing public perceptiorui about poli· 
cy issues, and tlv: health i.ndustry knows it. 
According to H0bert Blendon of the Har· 
vard University School of Public Health, 
polls i:tdicate that public confidence in 
health-indust~ Ieade~ocwrs, insurers, 
pharmaceutical companits-is at a 25-
year low. And su, health interests are 
spending millkms of dollars to recast their 
public Image and w focus the debate on 
Issues that affet'.t them. 

Blendon pc•ir1ts out, for example, that 
the industry's high-profile advertising 
effort ha.s twn principal aims. "One of its 
objectives is image advertising," he says. 
"The industry has be~1i trying to bUild up 
public respect for people in the health care 
indusny so tilat when they criticizf specific 
things v.ithln reform proposals, the public 
will believe them to be crediul~. The other 
goal of Uie ad~. is to al~n the public that 
tJ1e problems they have now could be even 
worse under healfh care reform." 

The AMA ads. for exa..mple, emphasize 
the special natu.re of the doctor.lpatient rela· 
tionshlp-fr.ut dc•ctors are looking out for 
the well-being of trwir pa.tient.s-and the 
impona."lce of maint..ai..rtlng t!ta+. relationship 
free of intert'erence. \\'hilt~ seerni.ngl.y altru· 
istlc, the message advances tht medical 
profession '.1 irrt~rest in fighting off controls 
over dor.tor~' ;:>raccice .'icyies or fees. 

"The ads are focused on what the 
industry doe:; to help people," according 
to Blendon. ~Th~y"re saying, 'W•3 really 
care. Trust us more thau the politicians. 
You don't want to trust politiciws to make 
decl."lioru; about your health care." 

The he&lth indll8try m1ponds that lt is 
merely t.ryiI-.g tu inform the public about 
tl1e issue:;. "As ?resident Clinton hM said, 
this is~ue will be decided at America's 
kitchen tables,'' remarks Riehr.:rd 1~oorsh, 
spokespt!rson tor the Health !nsurance 
Industry cf America. ~Por i\Jnencans to 
make these d~cision!-: .. they nf,eti i.nfonna-
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While the League and 

olhers stress that 

universal coverage 

and cost containment are equa~ 

ly important goals of reform, 

industry places less emphasis on 

the more difficult issue of holding 

down health care spending. 

tion from all points of view," Coorsh goe@ 
on to say. "We are all entitled to get infor· 
mation to consumers so th~y can judge the 
impact of health care reform on them." 

Moreover, as Steve Berchem, assistant. 
vice-·president for the Phnnnaceutical Man· 
ufacrurers Association (PMAJ, points out, 
industry adveni.si.ng and other public-rela· 
uorui efforts !lerve a11 advocacy purpose as 
well. ''The Hill is influenced hy con· 
sdtuents' interests and by what constituents 
have to say," observes Berchem. "The PMA 
wants to make sure that its voice i.s heard ir1 
the health reform debate and that the phar· 
maceuti<'..al indUSU)' is treated fairly." 

To lend substance and added credibility 
to their act1oc:;acy, many industry lnteresw 
have developed their ovm reform plaiui to 
address th~ proble~ uf the health care sys. 
tern. In general, the industry proposals 
stress the importance of ~uaranteeing 
health c;u-e 1•overage for every American. 
But while tl1t: League of Women Voters and 
others stress that universal coverage and 
cost containment are eQually important 
goals of rl'form, industry places less 
emphasis on the more difficult issue of 
hoiding d~11 health care spending. 

The reason for the industry's focus on 
exprutding health care coverage? Universal 
henlth care coverage offers a significant 
financial benefit to lhe indUS':ry-it would 
mean reimbursement to doctors and hos· 
p\!:als for care that is MW being provided 
without compensation. Containing the 
overall c::ost."i of the health care system, on 
the other hand, is like.ly to mean more 
govemme!lt control of the use and pur­
clla.se of medical tedmoiogy, of tees paid 
to physicians, and of many other things 
!.hat are the industry's bread and butter. 

~UUIS 

The Private Campaign: 
Money and People 

With health care reform looming on the 
hortzon during the 1991-92 election cycle, 
health care political action committi:e.s 
(P.ACs) increased t.heir giving to federal 
ca.'ldidates by 36 percent, and insurance 
PACs upped their ante by f:i percent. 
Tllafs in addition to the more than $4 mil· 
lion in "soft-money" contributions from 
the health sect!Jr to the political parties, 
according to a report iSl!Ued by the Center 
for Re.spo11sive Politics. 

Predictably, the top recipients of 
health car~ PAC money were members of 
the Huuse and Senate committees that 
have jurisdicilon over health care legisla· 
tion. Moreover, the amount that health 
PACs spend is bound to increase as 
health reform proposals move thrOL1gh 
Congress. 

According to Goldstein, this money 
buys a seat at the t.able when the decisions 
about reform are being made. "Everyone 
agrees there wiJl be some sort of reform," 
he says, "but the important decisions to be 
made are not the grand themes for reform 
hut the vital minutia.t!. Who wins and loses 
the billions of dollars that 2.l'e at stake will 
be determined by sentences in a law that 
will run more than 1,000 pages long." 

FilI1ng candidates' campaign coffers 
with PAC money is one way to buy influ­
en<.:e, but the amowlt that can be spent is 
limited by laws govemlng campaign con· 
tributions. There are no limits, however, 
or.. what can be spent on ''hired guns"-the 
lobbyists, pollsters and public-relations 
finns that trumpet. their clients' concerns 
in the public eye and on Capit.ol Hill. 

For examp!f:, the Federation of Ameri­
can Health Syste!TI5 (FAHS), a trade group 
of for-profit hospitals, has hired Patton, 
Boggs & Blow, one of Washlngton·s 
largest lohbylng finns. In addition, like so 
many other health interests, the FAHS has 
joined an industry coalition with a lobb~·· 
ing effort of iU: own. ·•1f you lose a big 
fight, you do not want to wake up the 
morning after and say you did not do 
everything you possibly could have," 
Michael Bromberg, executive '\lice-prt:-Ei· 
dent of the federation, recentiy told The 
National JounwL 

But industry lobb~i.ng l.r; not limited to 
working With paid lobbyists and public· 
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relations consultants. Recogniz­
ing the political pressure that 
the grassroots can exen, many 
industry groups are calling on 
their members to make visii:s to 
their elected representatives. In 
March, the American Medical 
Association Nga.nited more than 
1,000 doctors from throughout 
the cowitry and brought them to 
Washington to meet directly 
with their members of Ccingress. 
All delivered the same message: 
universalize health care cover­
age and contain health earl" 
costs, but do not touch physi· 
clan autonomy or salaries. The 
power of efforts such as this 
should not be overlooked. .a.~nericau .Medical Associatio!'I ad says, "We 're concerned • 

I 
I 

, I 

I \! 
L---~~------------· __ ) 

~\\.hr. \\ .. \\T 1 1pr · ,,nnd'-!•wh~·h .... ·.1in1~·.11~ll.."""'"'n1:~'\:ti.1\~1\111-

\-. )11Tl<1'- 1111)\1 
\ lllol:ll . \.., I'll \l(\I \( I I I)( \I 

i;J -..1 \I(( II 111\ll'\.'\11.-. 

1:1r·ii.•· hmir :n.\'Pta...\.' prk.1: inr:n.:a""-··' !11 Jl1J 

11111r\,.' U1:11: 11:rbci1111. ''11:ir~ nir~n.-. \\\;;1 
1111>1~d1..• ,,,1 L!i•\·\,.·n:m~·1111)u•tn_1••tl1~~1il j 
,Ill{ l'-'fl!lrJ1l;tr.>..\.". /· 1 I[ 1111,r~ l1111il'l111l{ltlLl 'i 

1°•11 thi"'. iUll~ '1dll..'T 1lh,:li'11f\....,, ~\: !"tlppr >n 
I !•• 111:.J~\· liL·allllL·:1:\: ;•\.\'-.·:•.,1Hl· I!· :ill .\11h..:rh.::1u.'. ·.::1l1 :l1i. .. · l11111nn:i .... ·1:uth.:.il ) 
: :·.~u,11f1,i..:H1ft:l~.1,., ... ,,.j,ni1,11;.~ l-.'-i!.:1-:l\J1 ... ~<1'1~. 1, 

I ----- •-•J 

Making sure its <'oice ~s heard: A Plui:ml(l.'.:eutical Mu.ntl,/acturen; 
Association ad. 
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"When you talk to people 
who aren't paid lobbyists, it's 
always useful," Representative 
Michael A. Andrews (D TX), 6. 

member of the Hous~ Ways and 
Means Committee's Subcommit­
tee on Health, told The Wash­
ington Post. after meeting with a 
group of doctors from his dis· 
trict. "Any responsible member 
(of Congress) wants to make 
sure hi.<; constituents have input, 
that they're being listened to ... 
In 1..he political sense, you bet I 
pay attention." 

Recipe for Gridlock 

Many people are fearful of what 
will happen to heci.J.th reform if 
the health industry continues Its 
aggressive efforts. With so 
many interest groups involved, 
Congress may be Wlable to pass 
comprehensive refonn that sat· 
isfles ever1body who's !leeking 
to be heard. "We could end up 
with· grilUock or a watered-down 
bill that's called health care 
reform but really isn 'ti" accord-

ing to Harvard's Blendon. 
Moreover, he says, there's dis­

agreement within the industry 
groups over which is preferable-­
gridlock or a wat.ered-down bill. 
~some organizations want the 
goverrunent to do something, but 
only at the ITl8lgins. Some others 
hope the thing will just die." 

And if health care reform 
does "just dle"-or ends up sv 
watered-down that lt hardly 
changes the status qu<r-it is not 
just the health Industry that will 
be to biame. Groups from across 
the political and ecoriomic spec­
trum-including labor unions, 
big industries, lawyers and small 
businesses-have been mobillz­
in g their forces and calling in 
their political chits so that they, 
too, can have a say in the shape 
refonn takes. The fragment.ation 
that could result from all of 
these interests wanting to have a 
say will make comprehensive 
reform an extremely difficult 
and arduous process. In trying 
to please everybody, health 
refonn may end up pleasing no 
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one at all-and may therefore fail to deliv­
er the very thing the Americ!'Ul people say 
they want and need. 

The importance of 
Citizen Participation 

TI1e one voice that needs to be heard clear­
ly on Capitol H.ill i.s that of the consumer. 
And while legislators have faced a barrage 
of lobby visits, phone banks and letter­
writing campaigns organized by the spe­
cial-interest group!i, little is being heard so 
far in congression:tl offices from tl:le peo­
ple them~eh•cs. 

"The sllence from the grassroots is 
deafeni11g," says th,-, League's Becky Cain, 
"and that leaves the health industry and 
other interests wid1. the only voice8 in 
town. Legislators nerd the support of their 
constituents to del1v1::r health reform that's 
for the people." 

In October 1993, the Ledg'Je of Women 
Voters Education Fund (L WVEF) 

.. . - : .. _...,..,.... 
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~w to Get Involved: 
The Health Care Debate Needs You 

To O'ierhi:iul t!1e ll.S. health care sys· 
tem, Congress will have to enact 
new ta"'1; a.od amend existing ones. 

These actions -certain to result ln win­
ners and loser~: among the powerful spe­
cial inte•ests who have a stake Jn the 
current health .:::are system-will touch 
the livt's of all U.S. reslf1ents. While 
ordinary peoplt cannot match the spe· 
clal-i.nterest groups in hiring lobbyi.~ts 
and dirrctlng PAC contributicns into 
politicians' campaign coffers, cititens 
need to add their voices to the health 
care refonn debate. 

One of the most efft·ctlve methods of 
citizen input is for Individuals to expre11s 
their concerns in letters or phone calls 
to their elected senators and representa­
tives. There ls growing e\'idence that, 
when constituents speak, Congress J.1s. 
tens. And, according to a survey com­
pleted in May 1993, a majority of con­
gressionlll. staffers said persona! letters 
from individual constituents carried 
more weight than mas!; mailings, t~le-
1muns and ohone calls . 

Rayburn HoUBe Office Building, Wash­
ington, DC 20515, (202) 225-2927. 
The subcommi~e c.halr Is Rep. Heruy A. 
Waxman (D CA) and the ranking Repub­
lican member ts Rep. Thomas J. Billey 
(R VA). Contact: Subcommittee on 
Health 111\d Environment, 2415 Rayburn 
House Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515, (202) 225-4952. 
• The Senate Labor and Human 
Resources Committee has broad 
jurisdiction over health matters. The 
chair is Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D 
MA); the ranking Republican is. Sen. 
Nancy L. Kassebaum (R KS). Contact: 
Senate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee, 428 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, Washington, DC 20510, 
(202) 224-5375. 
• The Senate Finance Committee 
ha.a authority over legislation Involving· 
t.axes and the federal tax system. More­
over, the Finance Committoe is responsi­
ble for legislation involving Medicaid, 
Medicare and other health Insurance 
funds such a.s workers compensation. 
- -·-~·-,_~ft~ nan;.1 p.' Mnvnihan CD 
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• : 
THE LEAGUE 
OF Vv011EN VCITERS 

THE NATIONAL VOTER 
MAGAZl!\£ 

November 8, 1993 

Mike Lux 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. I..ux: 

I am delighted to fQllow up our telephone conversation today about a guest articJe from First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton for the March/ April 1994 issue of The Na1tonal Voter.· 

As I mentioned, the upcoming Voter issue will discuss health care reform·-one of the 
League's priority issues 0 in a feature article. As we envision it, the piece will examine the 
White House health care reform proposal and several of the alternative plans, along with 
backgrc.i.md on what the League supports and why. After conducting a .three-year study of the 
financing and delivery of health care in the United States, the League concluded that universal 
access for U.S. residents to a basic !~vel of quaiity health care at an affordable cost and 
stringent containment of health care expenditures are the two critical elements of 
comprehensive h·~alth care reform. The League is supporting the President's plan. 

We would be looking to the White house to provide a one·J'9.se sidebar covering. the 
principles underlying the President's health reform proposal; the goals of reform and the costs 
of doing nothing~ the importance of citizen participation-~in the reform process and in a new 
health ~are system; and any related topics. The copy deadline for the March/April issue is 
December 13, 1993. 

I am enclosing our guidelines for writers and two recent issues of The Voter. You may be 
interested in the League's comprehensive health care position statement (pages 22-23 of the 
June/July 1993 issue). Also, our cover story for the December/January 1994 Voter--off press 
today (!)--examines the campaign by industry interests to influence the health reform debate 
and the need for citizen participation in the dialogue. In the second part of the cover 
segment, guest authors representing communities with specific health care needs comment on 
universal access. 

Again, thanks for considering our request. I will che..:k in with you next week to follow up. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to 
contact me or Bill Woodwell, Voter consulting editor, at 202/429-1965. 

Sincerely, 

~ ,\ 
~~--~, 

EIJen Weir 
Associate Editor 

Ii30 :'\-l Su-ee:. '.\.W. 
\\'a:;hingtun. D.C. 2003ti 
2U2i-4'.!'.i-l~ti5 

F.\X: 20'.::!429-1113.'H 
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THE LEAGUE 
OF \ 1VOMEN VOTERS 

GUIDELINES FOR THE lvATJONAL VOTER 

March/ April 1994 

THE NATIONAL VOTER 
MAGAZINE 

This issue of the League of Women Voter's national magazine will continue The Voter's 
extensive coverage of health care refonn--one of the League's legislative priorities. We plan 
to examine the White House health care reform proposal and several of the alternative plans, 
along with background on what the League supports and why. The League is supporting the 
President's plan. · 

Article Length: The suggested length for a one-page article is 500-600 words. 

Deadline: The deadline for copy is December 13, 1993. 

Graphics and Other Needs: Tht! League requests that you provide an author photo and 
any supporting i11ustrations or graphics that you would like to accompany the article. 

Articles on Disk: If possible, please furnish the article on computer disk (IBM format, 
WordPerfect preferable). 

About the Magazine: The National Voter is published quarterly and is read by more 
than 120,000 members and supponers of the League of Women Voters across the United 
States and around the world. Copies are also distributed to every member of Congress. The 
League would be delighted to provide additional copies of The Voter to contributing writers 
for special distribution. 

Contact: Bill Woodwell or Ellen Weir (2021429-1965) for additional information. 

li31J \f Stn~t-t. :\. \\'. 

Washington. D.C. 20036 
202 1-12~-1%5 

FAX: 202 ··J2~-0~5.; 
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THE H.EALTH .~EC1!Rl.TYA(.'1'CJF 19fJJ:A SUMMARY 

The Clinton plan offers a sy1tem of guaranteed private ln1urance. It proposes to build 
on the current system of private in~uranc.e with. two critical chanses: fuet, th• auarante• 
of comprehensive health benefit!! that can never be take.n awayi and second, greater 
consumer power for people and ~mRll businesses to choose quality health insuranct at 
lower cost. 

Our national goal i11 health tecurity fol' every American - oomprehen.1iv1 health 
benefit• that can never be taken away. No limit on benefits over your lif1time. No 
refusal of insurance if you have a pre•existing condition. No losins your insurance if you 
aet sick or lose your jnh. And no rate increases if you set sick. 

Our prtnciplH are clear and dt11tfng11i111h our ltppro1ch: Se;wj~· .. comprehensive 
benefits that can never he tRken away. Sjmplicity .. creating a single claim fonn to 
reduce paperwork and bureaucracy. Sayjpgs ... controlling health care costs. QJdAlit,y -­
making the wnrlrls' l:\est care better_ ~··preserving your right to choose your doctor 
and expa.,,ding chl'.11ce of private instU"anee plant. &C!fppp,dbility -- every American 
assume~ tesJ'°n~i b'1i~ to bring an out-of-control system under control and put funding on 
a fair and re!lpnn~1hle basis_ 

Real refnrm and real 11vtng1 an po11ibl1 ADh if health care ben.eftts are guarant~d 
to every American. Without unive'1'sal coverage, there's no guarantee we will be 11.ble to 
control costs and provide c.ompreheruive benef'iu. For example, today. everyon1: of us 
riay!l a i:art of the $2~ billion bill for health care for the uninsured; and n single chum 
fnmi dne~n't ssve money unless everyone is 1.1eins it. 

Cnmprehen.,ive benetlt1 intlude preventive care, preacriptlon drugs, doctor vlalts, 
hoapital HrYtce•, llome health care, hospice care, tmer1enc:y can ucl ambulance 
&en'ICH, mental health care, vf1ioD care, and dental care fol' children and 
eventually, for adttlta. 

Fnr Hnlors, th• protection of Medicare romaine 'vith lmprovc:mc:nt1 •• new 
rrHcriptton dn11 coverage end a new lon1-t1rm nre proaram. Our health security 
plan "'ill achieve real savir.gs in Medicare and re.invest those U\'ings to improve 
benefitii. 

For small hu!ltneu, our plan providet ln1urance diacount11 to help them afford 
comprehensive benefita for thetr employee.1. Most small busine11e1 already provide 
health insurance to their empkiyccR hut they're forc.ed to pay as much as SO% more than 
larier companies. Our plan helps assure them the best beneti111, controlling costs and 
"Ap11nding coverage. 

~004 
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/fwefail to 1ct: 

• Every American •• 100% ... can eYpect to pay higher luurance premiums nearly 
every year, with no guarantee nhet?urtt)', no guar.nteed beneflt1, and a.o 
guarantee tbar tn1urance wm be there when. they need il 

• One of every fnur American1 will lose their insurance at eomt point in the nc:1.t 
twoyean. 

• Almost SI out of e\l'ery ~~ Arneriuns 1peDd will 10 to health oare. 

• By the end of the decade. Jun to keep their beaefth, Ameriee workera will 
sacrifice almo1t S6DQ in Wll£11 ~ Ull· 

• Millions nf A mel'ic1tn1 wtll tlnd tbat riling colts ~·ill force their ftrms to cut back 
on benefit~ and limlt t.boice1 of doctor1 aad health plaa.1. 

Our plan fnr health 1ecurtry 11 the. moat comprehensive and rtsponsible, building on 
what workl in nor cn1'l'ent ey1t1m Rnd fbting what doesn't. We maintain an 
essentially private ~y~tem, streamlined and hm burea.ucratic: than what we face today. 
And, we're demnn!ltrating how that sy~tem will work •• from details on the benefit 
packaae and ~rem1ums to R finn txplanation of th~ most responsible financing possible. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

The United States is a world leader in developing new medical technologies, 
uncovering the mysteries of disease through basic clinical research, training nurses and 
doctors, and constructing hospitals, clinincs, laboratories, and medical schools. People 
from all over the world come to the United States for specialized training and treatment. 

But the health care system, as a whole, is in deep crisis. We are spending too 
much, and getting too little for our money. Health care spending now consumes more 
than 14% of our GDP, projected to grow to more than 18% by the end of the 
decade .. without insuring one more person .. 

Roughly 39 million Americans have no health insurance at all, and another 23 
million have only bare bones coverage. Every month, 2 million Americans lose their 
insurance coverage for some period of time, many to never gain it back. More and more 
Americans have to give up their regular doctor because their employer cuts back on the 
health plans they offer in order to cope with rising costs. Millions in rural areas have no 
access-- insured or not-- to a doctor or hospital. And the quality of American medicine 
is being threatened by the lack of measurable standards and real accountability in the 
health care system. 

Today's health care system can be particularly inadequate for women. Women are 
more likely than men to be unemployed, have low income, or work part time, and are 
therefore more likely to lack health coverage. Even those women with insurance find that 
there coverage jeopardized by divorce or widowhood, since their insurnace is tied to their 
marital status. And despite the fact that women are the primary victims of life­
threatening diseases such as breast and ovarian cancers, women are still at the bottom of 
our national medical research agenda. Any serious reform proposal must address the 
health needs of women head on, and provide affordable coverage to all women. 

The President has placed women's health concerns at the core of the plan. Under 
the Health Security Act, all women will be guaranteed coverage regardless of health 
status, marital status, employment status, or ability to pay. Women will be guaranteed a 
comprehensive package of benefits that will include unprecedented coverage, without 
cost-sharing, of a wide range of preventive services, including mammograms, Pap 
smears, diagnostc services, and prenatal care. 

In addition, new research initiatives will concentrate on child health (including 
birth defects, prenatal care, and adolescent health), and illnesses that primarily strike 
women -- including breast cancer, ovarian cancer, and osteoporosis. And the new home 
health and community based long-term care program will provide greater choice and 
flexibility for older women and will help reduce the undue burden born by many women 
caregivers. 



....... 

The time for health care reform has come, and the passage of the Health Security 
Act will usher in much needed attention to women's health and wellness. I look forward 
to working closely with the League in the weeks and months ahead to advance our shared 
commitment to this goal. 
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LWVUS &Dd LWVBF Board of Direetors/'.l'ru.•~ees, 1992-94 

Officers 

Becky Cain, President/Chair 
2313 South Walnut Drive 
Saint Albans, ~JV 25177 

Diane Sheridan, ist. VP/Vice Chair 
4127 Rolling Green 
Seabrook, TX 77586 

Peggy Lucas, 2nd VP/Vice Chair 
4427 East. Lake Harriet: Boulevard 
MiIUleapolis, MN 55409 

Robin Seaborn, Secretar1/Treasurer 
59J5 35th Avenue North 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33710 

Pat B·rady 
.SSJS Greeley Boulevard 
Springfield, VA 22152 

Marilyn Brill 
16 Heather Rill 
Danville, PA 17821 

Jane Ga:i.-;bacz 
301 Sturgeo Ridge Road 
Wilton, CT 06897 

Bobbie Bill 
1770 Ho11y llill 
Camden, AR. 71701 

Debbie Macon 

tli.z::~ctors/Trustees 

45G0 F~irw~y Ridge Court 
west Bloomfield, MI 48323 

Beverly McKinne1l 
2124 Ke5t Hoyt Avenue 
Saint Paul, MM 55108 

--------------------· 

n, {304) 727-6547 
F: (304) 727-0865 

H: ( 71~.) 326-5253 
F: (713) 326··2769 

H: (612} 823-8544 
W: ( 61..:t) 332-5664 
F: (612} 332-2365 

H: (813) 347-6723 
F; (813) 345-7G70 
* Note on fax to 
call her at home. 

H: (703) 56!:1-1702 
P ~ (703) SG~-1702 

* Call first. 

H~ .(717) 275-5537 
F; (7l7) 27!j-6656 

H: (203) 762-9268 
i:;·: (203) 762•S268 
'* Call first. 

H: (501) 836-7349 
F: (501) 836·8463 
Fax should also be 
used for conference 
calls. 

H: (810) 626·-4111 
F; (810) 932- ll.1!5 

H; (612) 646-3690 
F: ( 612 i 659-9493 

14)002 
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Linda Moac"rella 
Post Offi.ce .Box 572 
El Prado, NM 97529 
FedEx/UPS Address: 

LEAGUE WOMEN VTR 

237 Hondo-Seco Road, Tao~, NM 9?571 

Nancy Pearson 
670S Bridgeport Way, West 
Tacoma, WA 98467 

Carole Wagner Vallianos 
599 36th Street 
Manhaccan Beacb, CA 90266 

Kathleen Weisenber9 
167 Heather Drive 
Atherton, CA 94027 

H: (505) 776-8338 
F: (505) 776--1333 8 
* Call first. 

H: (206) 582-3543 
F: (206) 582-3543 
"* Call first. 

H~ (310} 545•4322 
F: {310) 545-2404 

H: (415) ~23-7146 
F; (415) 363-2670 
W: [On Mondays] 

(415) 363-2670 

!4]00.3 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JUNE 6, 1 gg4 

PRESS CONTAClS: 

Bobbio Fiiul•Zeitler {~01) 951-0748 

Carla Bundy (202l 429-1965 

PROGRAM & EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
41ST NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS - WASH!NGTON DC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The League of Women Voters convenes 
its 413t Notional Convantion on Friday, Junei 1 (l in W;:ishington D.C., at 
the Sheraton Washington Hotel. More than 1,500 members from 
Ltiayut:~ in a1L50 $tote:s, euecto__P.ico, U.S. Virgin lelande. and the District 
of Columbia are expected to attend the June 10-15 convention. 

Ali events take place at the Sheraton W~shington Hotel unless 
otherwise noted. 

• 

• 

• 

Highlights of the 41 st National Convention include: 

Attorney General Janat Reno, U.S Department of Justice, and 
League meimhl!!r ~ince 1971. will give the Keynote Address. 
{Sat .. June 11, 1:15 p.m.) 

Address by Raul Yzaguirre, Executive Director of National Council 
of La Rl'.lza. (Mun., • .iune 13, 11 (I.TTL) 

Workshop on Health Cue Reform - Panel of expi=rb •.!i:oi;;uss the 
impact of he<llth care reform on vulnerable populations ~Mon., 
June 13, 2:00 -3:30 p.m.) 

• Work$hop an the League's EmE!rging Democracies Program. Panel 
of experts discuss citizen edJcation programs in Poland and 
Hunge:ry. (Mon., June 13, 3:45 - 5: 1 S p.m.) 

• 

• 

• 

Leadership Awards Gala by the League of Women Voters 
Education Fund • 1994 .:iw~rdcc::; are: Hon. Biirbiir.a Jordan, 
Elizabeth Dole, MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, and League men-.ber 
Willie Campbell. (Mon., June 13 - R1:1i.;;eptlon 0:30 p.m.) 

Lobby Day - Health Care Rally on Capitol Hiii. Greeting by Sim . 
Tom Daschle and _&p.-John-Oingell-. Delegates meet with 
members of Congress on health carit legislation !Wed , .June 1 S -
Ra!lv begins at 9 a.m. West Front of the U.S. Capitol) 

Official kick-off of the League's Diamond Jubile@ - a two-year 
celebration of the 75th Anniversary culminating in 1996 in 
Chicago, site of the LeaaL1@'s fo11nning. 

-MORE-

~004 
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FoLtDded in 1920. the League of WomenJloters is a nonpartisan 
political or~cmiLi::1liur1 Lhi:::ll 1:mcourages the informed and active 
parlicijiiition of citizens.... in govem-m-ent and Influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. Any citizen ofvotinf; age, male or 
female, may become a League member. The ~has-200,000 
members and SUJ:)~orters throughoi1Uhe...U.S. -
NOTE TO MEDIA: • For advance information, contact: Bobbie Faul­

Zeitler (301) 951.0748; nr Carl~ Bundy (202) 429-
1965. 

• Press badges for the Convention will be issued at 
the1: L!!!~gve's Convention Press Office in the 
She~aton Washington Hotel. 

• Please bring official press credentials to ensure 
entry. 

•Access to some events may be limited. 

14!005 
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OF Vv'OlVJFN VOTERS '1 

i". ,· i ... 1-- 1.1 N ! : , .~ :.:: '.! r,.. .. 

15, 

To: Me:nhers of the Ho~ae and Senate 

F~urn: Secky Cain, Preaiden~ 

The League of Wi;iman voters believes tl:':at the only soluticn to ths 
i:urr~nt heal th care crisis is the enactment of compr,;hem1i.ve 
heal.th <::<'lrc: refatrn. ccng:r:eae must pass a h@alt.h refer!!'. bill that 
provides un~versal access ta quality health care for all u.s_ 
l"•~ident.g re9~rcueo1:1 of ab.l.l.i.t:.y to pay. The legi51ation must al9.o 
include stringent cost contrcl meaeure6 tor health ~are outlays. 

Universal coverage i5 tne basi~ test of the humanity of our health 
care eystern. Th6! moat. ad ... .'.lncc:d nall1;11 on eat'th must he able to 
assure adequate health care for all. Only through univs~eal 
cove:-ags can we bt;ii S\.1rQ t.ha.t child.r~n wi_ll ~e't the v~cc:inations 
they need, that mother5 will get ~he pr~natal care they requi~e 
and that working far.iili~R won't he left acstituL~ by unexpected 
medical bills. Only th.ro1.1gh unhersal cove.raqe can we stop cost 
shiftin9, :;1hic:h unfairly put!!I t:h-' r:.-os:ta of c:-morgency c.;AL~ f~r tl'le. 

uninsured on th~ reGt cf ue. 

1i basic package of quality servj,cee mu.it be in:::ludec in any hea.lth 
care reform pa~Jtage. Benefit!; ehould inehida th&? prevent:ion of 
diaeaee, health promotion and educatior., primary care {including 
prenat;o.l and .ceprodUC't.i.ve health services), acnt~ cai·c;i, lonq-term 
care ano m@ntal health care. 

Nu hea1~n retorm effort will succeed witho~t a serious effort to 
contain costs. One of the key proble~s in this cri~l~ is th•~ 
h&dl~h care costs are spiralling ou.t of cc~trol. Millions of 
Americans 4re losing the battle to keep up wi~h riEinQ heal~h ca~~ 
co15ts. I!.,,; a nation, wa spend $1 O\l"T; ot ev@ry $7 we aat"n on health 
care. 

Ideally, th~ League f.ii.VOrs a national health insu.r:ancE! plan 
fi.nanoi::d through 9._.nera.l taxes -- a so-called "Single-payer" 
plan. Short. of that, ~he League belie.,..es that i~ ie essential 
+-hat .il1l employer ma.ndal..11::' kJe included in h12alt.h c::arrt reform. 

Becaua~ heal~h care ie o t<adltional torm of compensation, and 
because it assu.res a healthy and prcdl.lCti.,..e wo;i:-JdorcB, it is 
appropr: ;;'\".'!> for employe.i:;15 to coni..inua to pay for health cate. 
These emplcy@rs 1,11ho do not now provide hea.l th csre ga.i.n a 
eom;ietitive advl'lt1ta9g. Th!.o .i.iii 1.1nfal..i:., 

The health ~are crisi~ ~ffectQ everyone. It i~ cr1tic~L that you 
lieten to the concerns of your con5tituenta so that the health 
care bill passed by Co~9rQ~~ p~ovidcc real 5oluLions to a vary 
real problems. 

;·; :·H·· fd "Tr~J::i·:·r. N. \\ .. \L,~.1-11 i·JGI'C·}·~ ··,, · 1.11.1:'.·~ 

'.;:•.:~, ·j ~11:1.1 Of,!i I~·'•\: .:_!11:.:-. i'.:~1.:.ir.:d 
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THE LEAGUE 
OF \l\lQr..1EN VOTERS 
NATIONAL Of!f!ICIE. 

NE\VS RELEASE 

~ARCOED 'IJNTtL: 
9t30 PM EST 
septiember 22. 1993 

LEAGULWOMEB__ VTR 

CONTACT: Ma~gie Simpson 
(:20:!) 429-1965, 
ext. 29C 

StAt_m_n~ hy R~~ky C~in, Fr~~ident 

The Laagua af Wamsn Vatera of the United State8 

The Preeident'e health care reform package lllll.rks a critical Btep forw&rd. 
It w~ll f~x fun~amantai flawa ~n cur nstian'• ~ealth care aya~em. 

l4i (I 0 8 

Thi111 i8 real rvfonn. 'l'h• plan prc:1v.iclel!: fc:1r un.i'l>11rDal ai::ioe11a and tor:- ~ 
utrin9ent coet control mea•uree -- tne two mo•t impc.t.ant crit••i• ••t 
forth b~ ~eague members after more tl:lan three yea.rs cf &tuavinQ the health 
ca.re i::r.i..ei.s. 

under the plan, l\lllerican11 will be ooverec no matter wncre tncy l.tvc, wnere 
they work or how mueh th•y l!Mrn. The plan•• baaie benefit~ pac~&9e will be 
a bocri t:o peoplc 1 111 hcaltn, cDpcoial.ly for women. l''OZ: t:hc :f~Z:-Qt ti.ale, .a.ll 
Amer-icane will be firUArant.eed coverage for preventive, primary and acute 
cara: and rapraductive ~ealth aervicea_. incl~dinq abortion. are in the 
plan. Mental health aervicea a.nd long-term care are alao included, but are 
limited tc keep costs dcwn. 

Among the plan'• mo•t critical faaturaa &ra its built-in co~t control 
"1eChani8mG. Hillign• gf Amc•i~•n• •r• lg•ing the battle to ke~p up with 
rieing health care ccet• and million• more cannot even affo~d ~ne ID08t 
haaic health eara eovaraga •. Haal~~ eara ee•t• have doubled •lrye• 19AO •nd 
will douDle again by the year 2000 unle&a &trong action ia takan. By 
standardizing forms, introduein; new competitive structur~s and li.mitinq 
•pendinq, the plan ha• eff•ctiv• way• of ~utting waste an~ reaucing costs. 

The President's neaitn care plan 1• not perfect, but 1t 1a fair. l~ will 
need some fine-tuning in the le!Ji&lative prcx:ess. For ex11111ple~ citi~en 
partlcipat!on •~et b9 inclYded in all ••JM1'='1::.B ~f t~e plan's ~lcmcntation 
to aneure that qovernmant-•pon•or•d program• a.re responsive to[citizens' 
nee~s. In addition, there will be h•avv pr•••ure to waaken the plan's 
propoeed \&~ on ciwerettes. The Admini•tration must not hucklR under. sin 
taxes make senae. I 

Mealth care ~•form will ne~ bipartif4n 1uppcrt. 2'ba Leaqua iJ ancouraqed 
t~at many of the 90Als f ~r r•fQrm a~e now ahared by key memberJ or boL~ 
politic•l partie& on Capitol Rill. con9reaa mu•t not lo1e •iqnt of the 
coata af if\&Cticn on this critical iesue. Tl'lera will b• l'ln pPifer.t-. 

•olution to thia crieie. we need a viable plan that gives •ll !Americana a 
more humane health care ayatem. Tha Pr••ident'• plan i• an effa~ive 
blueprint for refor111. 

I 
1 ;·111 \I :..·1·1<r.r.·1. ,,\\. \\ ~"+!!.".; 11J'. 11(: .,,11u1., •!II~ ~!!,. 1:-••.. -, F.\X ~- ~ i2',. 11;:~,1 
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Fuunoed in 1920. the la«gue of Women 
Vu~1 ~is a 11onparti5a11 po11t1r.~I org'1ni­

zonion tha< encourages the info11:ied 
;mo acti'>'C part1c1pation of cit1ze11s in govern­
ment ~n·d influences pulili~ policy throuyh 
education and <rclvo~ac'/. It is a uni4ue ar.riv­
i~t network mat derives its slu:m~th from the 
energy anu commirmor.t or mr;re. than a hun­

d1t:J thousand rnt!maer~ ;md S\IPtlOrtcm; i'la­

tionwide. Tli~ l.P.aaue knows first·hand the 
value af r.;ti'Zens orQani1acf for ch:inof! 

The laague a11bitiousty pursues itii d1Jal 
n11$.Sion: 

- To en~1Juragc the active 1m(I infu1111ed 
pc:n1ir;ipation of citizens in govem111en1 and 
to inc~.;:03e under~raridi11y ui mapr public 
po I icy issues 

.. To sRr,ure public policies that prornot.e 
Laaoue goult. rP.Rr:hll'd through member 

porticipation a11d agretlment. 

The Le11que is strictly nonpartisan; it neithsr 

S!JDDOrts nor opposP.s candidates fnr office ;:it 
My level ur government. At ltle samr,: time. 
l11E:1 League is wholeheartedly pnlitirl!ll­

working toj~RUblic R.ollcµhl:~a1gl't­
~y. l~ii\Pnal... 
grat.sroots citizen networ~. directed b~ the - -con~~n~•t .. or1t~ m~mu;ir~ 3cra~ the 1,;ountry. 

6RASSftOOTS STRENGTH 

T1ii; LeaguR or Women Voters works at 1f1e 
local, sta1e :ind national levels, paralleling 
rne lev<:ls at American gowrn:nent Most 
people know us tliruu~n the local Le:ogul! of 
Women Voters in their cornmuniw, The 
Leeyue is organiled in more than a thou~;mr! 
i;t.Jmmunities. in all !ii) States as well a~ the 

DiStricl uf Coh1mbia. Puerto Rico ;ind th~ 
Vir·;;in lslimds. 

... 
·~ ' 

··.·:.'.i .. ~. : .. :.::~·:· :.,-.:., 

THt LEA&UE:OF WOMEN mm:'• :.'" 
· .f"'~TI~ .. _.,aw::::'.<, .· · .. ,': 
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oraan~ed In m111e 

tbao a tho~Md 

t.natmun!Ue~. in an 

50 slates u well as 

the Dlslrir.I nl 

Columnla, Puerto 

Ric11 and lh11 Vir!llM 

Islands . 

Ttv1 organimiun's name. like it:; mi!:~1on. 
r:ler)v(l:; r1um the proud it:yllCI at {ht: 

woineri's suftr,)oe rnovemMt Today's: m;im. ~ 
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