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HEADLINE: THE LEAGUE TURNS 70: WHERE TO NOW?;

POLITICS: THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS FACES DWINDLING FUNDS
AND DECLINING MEMBERSHIP. BUT THE PUBLIC STILL HOLDS THE
STAUNCHLY NONPARTISAN GROUP IN HIGH ESTEEM.

BYLINE: By KATHLEEN HENDRIX, TIMES STAFF WRITER

BODY:

In February, 1920, with ratification of the 19th Amendment just months away,
suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt founded the League of Women Voters of the United

States. Faced with a newly enfranchised group of 20 million women who had been”
told it was unladylike to vote, the national nonpartisan league dedicated itself to
eradicating that notion and educating women about the issues and their new
responsibilities.

Seventy years later, with membership and funds declining, the league is still
working hard to get out the vote, influence government policy and promote
participation in the political process.

But in an age of glitz, celebrity, short attention spans and sound-bite campaigning,
the league is seldom in the limelight. Its loyal members seem to see themselves, by
choice, as a backstage organization out to preserve the democrati They
know the league has a visibility problem, that it has a reputation for doing drudge

work, that it is described inrathier uniglamorous terms: solid, stalwart, dedicated,

naive, boring.
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Can such an organization expect to be around for its 80th birthday in the year
2000?

This year, members of the Los Angeles League, which was also founded in 1920,
will be celebrating and soul-searching. There is an anniversary brunch this weekend,
a fund-raiser in the fall and, shortly, a letter that league president Lois Saffian will
be sending to past presidents, asking, "Where do we go from here?"

"We're facing a challenge right now as a volunt ization," Saffian said
recently at the league ices in the Mid-Wilshire area. "How are we going to



continue the program we're known for with diminishing resources? . . . We have an
important purpose that is never going to go away. What can we do to live up to that
purpose?"

Said Paula Menkin, a member of the Los Angeles unit since 1946 and president
from 1953 to 1955: "There's nobody else who does these things. To me, the fact it's
not glamorous does not mean it's not exciting. It is exciting. I've now spent close to
50 years being excited by the issues. . . . Who else sits at city council meetings and
watchdogs things for citizens? Nobody else would study the state Constitution, the
city and county charters. These are the nuts and bolts of government."

But hard work alone will not ensure its future.

"I am both confident and worried," Saffian said. "The need is always there. By
definition, democracy means government open to change by people, but people have
got to know how to do it. People who want to keep (democracy) going gravitate
toward the league. "

The national and local organizations have always been strapped for money, Saffian
said, and nothing has changed.

"We're not terribly sophisticated in raising money," she said. "We're so focused on
accomplishments and issues, we've had a hard time to get members to support us.
They'll say, 'We're not here to raise money.' "

The diminishing resources that most concern Saffian are people — the men and
women who do the work (the league has admitted men since 1974). Los Angeles
membership is 940, down from about 1,200 when Saffian took over the presidency
three years ago. (At its peak, membership was about 1,600.)

Paradoxically, some observers say that the league has never been so powerful.
One political consultant, Steven M. Glazer, said that invariably public opinion polls
give the league one of the highest credibility ratings of any organization.

"As a result, they're being catered to by Republicans and Democrats," Glazer said
of the league, which, for example, this year is backing ballot measures supporting a
largely Republican-backed reapportionment initiative, bipartisan state and local ethics
reform measures and a transportation ballot measure led by Gov. George
Deukmejian.

"That is enormous clout to have. I don't even think they recognize the extent of it,
but it's recognized by other insiders. They have this white hat image. They seem like
these little mice at times, but they're the mice that roar."

Traditionally, league members have been educated, middle-class homemakers
who joined in an era when they were expected not to work for money.



Ann Lane, a fire commissioner for the city for the past 13 years, joined the league
in 1953.

"We had children, and we had to get out of the house to talk of something other
than diapers," she said. "It was intellectually stimulating, and there were not a lot of
other opportunities."

Members did and still do put in vast amounts of time studying issues, analyzing

materials, monitoring governmental-meetings,writing reports, helping to draft

[egislation, lobbinﬂg _to groups on various issues.

The organization is frequently described as a leadership training ground for future
public life, and the Los Angeles league is proud of members like former City
Council President Pat Russell and Councilwoman Joy Picus. The league is "the
single most important influence in my life that made me go into public life," Picus
said recently.

"It was a career," Lane said. "I put in about 25 hours a week."

But few women are willing or able to do that kind of work any more. They are
working full-time or are unwilling to perform such skilled labor for no pay — or they
prefer single-issue causes because the results are more tangible and the process
quicker.

The league has always prided itself on being a multi-issue organization. In the
early yearw nati ide supported collective bargaining, child labor
laws, minimum wage legislation, and federal aid for maternal and child care

programs. They fought the spoils system and promoted the merit-system in
government employment, backed Social Security, and discouraged isolationism.

Since the 1950s the league has been at the forefront of many environmental
issues. League members worked for civil rights, especially through voter
Tegistration, and, in Los Angeles, supported school desegregation and busing.

In addition, the league supports the equal rights amendment and takes a

prochoice position in the abortion debate,
ro-choice posit

But voting and governmental processes have been a primary focus, and last year
the national league decided to scale down, declaring it could no longer be all things
to all people. Its priorities are public campaign financing and voter registrati
turnout. The league has worked for passage of the national voter registration act,
commonly called the "metor-voter® hich includes provisions enabling people to
register when they get their driver's licenses. It passed the House in February.

The Los Angeles League appears to be headed in a similar direction.



"Locally, we're very proud of our effort to get high school students registered,"
Saffian said of their on-campus efforts.

Said lawyer Geoff Cowan, chairman of the city's ethics code commission: "I think
they're needed now more than ever. They do the most thorough job in analyzing
things. The support of the league on the city ethics (and campaign finance) ballot

measure is so important. People tend to say, 'If the league supports it, it must be
OKI "

That is a frequently heard description of the league and one that may become
controversial in California in the coming months. The state league has endorsed —
and helped write — Proposition 119, a reapportionment measure that would redraw
state legislative districts, sponsored by San Mateo County Supervisor Tom Huening,
who is a Republican.

"Sometimes the state takes a position (that) local can't support," Saffian said in
reference to the measure. "We're taking a no-action position.

"We're not a rubber-stamp organization . . . but it's important that we have the
discipline not to undermine (the state league) ."

Selma Calnan, a member of the East San Gabriel Valley League, was one of five
statewide members who co-wrote the reapportionment study the league undertook
in 1987. But she opposes the state league's position and said of the restriction on
opposition from a local unit, such as Los Angeles, "It's ridiculous."

Although Calnan said she is indebted to the league, she nonetheless has some
harsh criticisms of the organization and said the reapportionment issue points up a
fundamental weakness that goes back to its founding.

"Here they were, all innocent, feeling so righteous," she said of suffragists in 1920.
"They dove into partisan politics and got skunked. They retreated into the hills, and
remained above it all. And that's where they are today, above the partisan battle.

"They have a fastidious dislike for partisan politics and a great sense of certitude
about their rightness. I'm probably that way, too, I guess. But they confirm their
prejudices by only talking to each other."

As a result, she said, the league is strong in its knowledge of governmental
process but weak on political savvy. That lack of savvy, she said, led the state league
in the late 1960s to support deinstitutionalizing the mentally ill.

"We were so naive. We thought the local governments would pick up the tab" and
fund local programs for those released. "I feel personally ashamed of that."



Hearing Calnan's charges of naivete regarding reapportionment, Joy Picus said: "In
a sense, much of what she says is true. The league is naive. But that's important to
their image.

"I commend the L.A. League for standing apart. It shows remarkable perception
not to be part of that. It's significant that the major league in the state has done so."

Where, then, is the nonpartisan league's strength?

"Overall, I think it's a lot of wasted effort," said political consultant Joe Cerrell, of
Los Angeles-based Cerrell Associates Inc. Stressing he was more aware of league
activities on a national level, he said it might be more effective locally.

"But nationally they're a nice neuter group. I think they mean well, but their
laundry list of accomplishments — I don't think it's a very long list. They do the
presidential debates. Whoopee."

The league, often a sponsor of local a rimary debates, began sponsoring
presidential debates in 1976, but in-a-struggle-for-con -ol-with-the_political-parties in
“the"1988 election campaign, withdrew altogether.

"We live in a partisan world relative to state and national government," Cerrell
said. "I would like to harness all that energy into getting good people elected to
office."

Saffian took Cerrell's criticisms to heart. "It's really difficult to say where the
league has been effective. It's immeasurable, except where the league has taken the
leadership, like the motor voter act."

Cerrell's criticism, she said, may relate to "our need to publicize ourselves in a
more sophisticated way. Maybe we've been like the nuns, thinking God will take care
of us because we're so good and righteous. We need a good marketing plan. You
wouldn't start a business without one today. We never did that." (Saffian said a
public relations agency has agreed to take the L.A. League on as a pro bono client
and will design a public relations campaign for the organization.)

If it is still around, what will the League look like in 2000?

"I hope we're all around in the year 2000," Saffian said, mentioning the precarious
state of the human race and the planet.

Reflecting on the massive changes in so much of the world, she said the United
States, in a crisis on so many fronts - education, the environment, homelessness, the
national debt — probably will go through some major changes too, although not
through a classic revolution.



"I think it would be playing its historic role, but in a probably different political
environment. I hope that doesn't sound too radical," she said. "I have to believe it's
not all a waste of time. And if enough of us felt that way. . . ."

GRAPHIC: Photo, Chapman Catt, league founder ; Photo, Carrie Chapman Catt
leads a suffrage parade on streets of New York in 1917. League of Women Voters;
Photo, League President Lois Saffian is "both confident and worried" about the
futuree. TAMMY LECHNER / Los Angeles Times
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The League of Women Voters — beset by declining membership and financial
support, its debates spurned by presidential and congressional candidates last year —
is plotting a comeback. Spurred by the rock-bottom turnout on Election Day, the
league plans to lead a public discussion — inside the Capital Beltway and out in
grass-roots country — on how to make political campaigns more open to voters.

The league has "W said executive director
Grant P. Thompson, supporting "Tong-term fundamental issues, the kinds of things
that come back every 10 years or so." (The 69-year-old league, which until 1974 did
not_allow men to be full members, has a membership that is 7 per cent male.

Thompson is the league's first male execufive director.)

A long-term issue for the Washington-based league has been how to lure more
peoplmmmgthe 100th Congress, the group was a strong
supporter of the Universal Voter Registration-Act. The league also pressed for
reduced-political action committee clout, lobbying for a bill co-sponsored by
Democratic Sens. David_L. Boren of Oklahoma and Robert C. Byrd of West Virginia
that would set spending limits_and provide-for-public-financing-of-congressional —
elections.

. ecuor

League president Nancy M. Neuman said her group would pursue an "insideand
outside" strategy. In league parlance, "inside" means a conference, most likely to be
held in Washington early this year, to which presidential (and perhaps some
congressional) campaign managers, pollsters and academics will be invited to discuss
possible reforms. The league will subsequently present either specific
recommendations or an outline of options to Congress, President Bush and the news
media.

Then, later this year or in early 1990, comes the "outside" phase. Many of the
league's 1,150 local chapters are to sponsor "town meetings" in churches, schools and



community centers. To pay for these gatherings, chapters will seek contributions

from local foundations and corporations, said league press secretary William H.
Woodwell.

These efforts to stir the pot of campaign reform — and give the league a higher
public and political profile — come at a somewhat awkward time for the group.
Since 1969, its membership has declined from a high of 157,000 to the current 107,000.
Membership was greatly depleted in the mid-to-late '70s, as more and more women
began entering the work force, devoting less time to volunteer activities and civic
clubs. Last year, league membership increased for the first time since 1982, but that
jump was primarily a result of national direct-mail appeals, not recruiting drives by
local chapters.

The league's over-all finances have also been declining in the past two years. The
national legislative arm of the league recorded a deficit of $ 55,000 in 1986. By 1987,
the tide of red ink had reached $ 223,000, though the educational arm — a smaller
unit of the league that sponsors debates - broke even in 1986-87. According to
Neuman, the deficit reflects not only a drop in revenue and contributions from
corporations and foundations during the past few years but also increased
expenditures in the national office on computers and accounting systems.

And at both the national and state levels, the league has been having trouble
signing up candidates to participate in its debates. Negotiations with the presidential
contenders broke down over league objections to the format proposed by the
campaign managers. In pulling out, the league broke a tradition of sponsoring at
least two presidential debates in each election year since 1976. At the same time,
there was more of an effort by congressional candidates to "sponsor debates on their
own or with more submissive sponsors," Woodwell said. Of 67 league
congressional debates scheduled at the state level last year, 22 had to be canceled;
five of the cancellations involved disputes over format, he said.

For all its financial and membership woes, the league still has a network of local
organizations "in a class by itself," said Marsha Adler, a People for the American Way
legislative representative. Sonia R. Jarvis, executive director of the National Coalition
on Black Voter Participation, called the league "one of the strongest players in the
[voter registration] game" at the local level.

And the league still has considerable lobbying clout. It is "not a lead group, but a
firm supporter" of campaign reform legislation, according to Kathleen D. Sheekey,
Common Cause's legislative director. The league's efforts, said Greg D. Kubiak,
Boren's chief legislative assistant, have brought "a strong aspect of legitimacy" to
campaign reform legislation.

GRAPHIC: Picture, The League of Women Voters wants to increase voter turnout
on Election Day. Richard A. Bloom



HEADLINE: WOMEN VOTERS LEAGUE BACKS HEALTH REFORM

BODY:

After studying the issues, last January, the League of Women Voters of Arizona
and other Leagues all over the United States, took a consensus of the membership
as to what form they wished health care to take.

The League of Women Voters national consensus was that a basic level of quality
health care at an affordable cost should be available to all 1.S. residents and that the
plan should include equitable distribution of services, efficient and economical
delivery of care, advancement of medical research and technology and a reasonable
total national expenditure level for health care.

League members felt that the new system should permit individuals to addto
their basic services through purchase of insurance policies. The membership

nationally was willing to pay a reasonable amount of additional taxes for universal

health care.

Much of the health-care plan which was outlined by the White House is in synch
with the Teague of Women Voters' position. Preventive-care-and-health promotion

and education are part of the package, as we'd hoped. So are prenatal and

reproductive health care,"which League members nameéd as priorities.

It's our hope that the people of Arizona and our congressional representatives will
enter into a bipartisan effort to provide all Americans with a more humane
health-care system. Let's use the president's plan as an effective blueprint for reform.
- Joyce M. Forney
President

League of Women Voters, Arizona
Scottsdale
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You've probably seen the T.V. ads on health care reform sponsored by the League
of Women Voters Education Fund and the Henry ]. Kaiser Family
Foundation—they're the ones that righteousiv_p_nm:laimriWe';e—not_hacQ\g\anﬁy
particular plan. We want decisions to be based on facts." There's even a toll-free
number ("get the facts 1-800-facts-94"). Unfortunately the first "fact" publicized by the
$ 4.1 million campaign is spurious. "A lot of people think that most uninsured
Americans are poor and unemployed," intones the narrator. "In fact, 84 percent of
Americans who lack health insurance are in families that work hard and pay taxes....
That's eight out of ten of us, and that's a fact." Wrong, on several counts. First, as
George Will has pointed out, the "84 percent" is not "eight out of ten of us," but eight
out of ten of the minority of "us" who are uninsured. Second, the statistics on which
the ad is based don't show that 84 percent of uninsured families work "hard." In fact,
the "84 percent" figure includes part-time and part-year workers along with full-time,
full-year workers. And the statistics say nothing at all about paying taxes. They
apparently just made that part up. Dr. Robert Blendon, the Harvard researcher cited
by the League of Women Voters as an adviser, concedes that the ads contain a
"mistake." A more accurate spot would say that about half (52.4 percent) of the
uninsured live in families with a full-time, full-year worker. That number is bad

enough. Why exaggerate?

IAC-NUMBER: IAC 14869076
IAC-CLASS: Magazine
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
LOAD-DATE-MDC: March 28, 1994

Copyright 1993 Phoenix Newspapers, Inc.
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

October 16, 1993 Saturday, Final Chaser
SECTION: Editorial/Opinion; Pg. B7

LENGTH: 253 words



L essva 1e:20 Q202 429 4343 LEAGUE WOMEN VTR
BURNESS COMMUNICATIONS TEL'301-654-1589 Jan 27.94 14:27 No.0O9 P.O'.!o01

Wl  Straight Facts
on | |
gzavmenvecs  HEAIth Reform i

Funlly Fouwdall

E.
e

1/9/ OUWIDW [ERILISUBI] XE| PUBIQ ,}-1S0d

> B
2

po 110N o) p

EMBARGORD VYOR RELEASE Fer more information, contact
9030 um EST, Junuwry 31, 1994 Mstt James, Kaiser, 202-347-5270
: Carls Bundy o7 Susan Sclomon, LWVEF,
202-429-196S ext. 315 or 200

"‘F/-(#_ ,
- G o Elles

)

!

]L’ :
ﬁ/mm FAMILY FOUNDATION AND LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOIERS EDUCATION FUND
ANNOUNCE NATIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATION INITIATIVE ON IEALTII REFORM

vyeh

qa)bI'E‘ehgnuoqd

Campaign WIll Feature TV and Print Messages and 64 Nonpardsan
Town Moctings With Elected Officials

Harvard University/Johns Hopkine to Provide Nesearch for Campalign

H < S38ed Ja?l

Waoshington, DC -- The Heary J. Kaiker Family koundation (KFF) and the Loaguo of Women
Voters Education Fund (LWVEF) todsy announced  sational campaign to inform the American people
sboyt key issucs In hoalth reform and to give citizens an opportunity to participate in the debate.

The inttiative, celled “Ssralght Facts on Health Roform,” consists of two components that will be
carTied out wcwisontly: 3 national medin campaign with paid messages airing on TV news end public
affuire shows and placed in national nrwxpapers and newsweeklies: and a series of 60 (wwn masctings with
clected ofticlals broadcast on TV or racio iu communitics across the country, The budget for the inktial
phuwo of the cumpaign announced today is $4.1 million.

An 800 number will be used 1o provide the public with throo in-depth special report: "Uninsured
in America,” "Critical Choloes in Heshh Reform,” and ‘Health Refnrm Logisiation: A Comparison of
- Major Proposals *

_ Doth the LWVEF and the KFF believe that citzens xhnuld participate mose fully in the heaith
geform debate.

*This is the biggest health policy decisian we wilt make in this generation, and it is too impurtant
to Jeave (o the interest groups and spin dostors,” sald Drew E. Aliman, president of the Kaiscr Family
Foundstion. “Don't Juuk for Hasry and Louise, don't oxpect glitz or messages designed to pull at the
heartstrings. Weo will provide basic Information that penple neod, backed up by the best avallable faciy nnd
’“’.ﬂ L]

*On this moat personsl of {ssues, it i virally important that the American public hears where Lhelr
slocted lcaders stand,” said Becky Caln, chalr of the League of Women Voters Education Fund. “More
fmporiuntly, elocted officials must hoar where their constituents stand. All too often the debate aver major
logislation {5 left to the special intarcsts, and the voice of the American people is lost. We don't want to
see thet happen with health reform.”

~-more-

Research assistance provided by
Tho Marvurd Univessily 8chioal of Public Iiceith and The Johns Hopkine University School of flygiene and Public Health
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Straight Facts on Health Reform?2

THE MEDIA CAMPAICGN: "The National Health Reform Quix” -- Tho first messagos in the
national telsvision and print campaign Will focus vz Amoricans without health insurance and will address
the size and charactoristics of tho uninsured populstion and the conragquences of being without health
Insurance. They will provide basic information to help people decide whete they stand on the debats over
health reform. The Kaiser/Harvard/Princeton Susvey of Public Knowledge of Health Reform (10/1943)
showed that thorc are misconcoptions about who is withour health insurance. Survoy respundents thought
most uninsured Americans were poar, unemployed and olderly. In reality, more than two thirds live sbove
the poversty lins, almost nose are elderly, end more than cight out of ten are workers and their families.

*We'e found that the public is not well-informed sbuut the critical facts driving health reform,”
said Robert J. Bleadon of the Harvard School of Public Health and & senlog program conaujtant w the
. foundution. "In the absonce of scourate information, Americans are suscsptible to belng influenced by
adverthing that distortx the issues underlying this debatc.”

The Kaisct/Harvasd/Princeton surveys of public knowiedge and undcrsisindlag will continge
throughout the campaign. ‘Ihe pext survoy Is scheduled for late February.

TTIB TOWN MEETINGS: "Citigena Volce Ior Citizens Cholee” - The othor half of the Initiative
consists of 60 trwn meetings with elocted officials, that will be organizad to fadilitsto broadeasr orwerage.
The Kaiser/Harvard/Princoron Survoy of Public Knowledge found rthat the public is not generally fumiliar

. with oither their Sepators' or Representative's positions on health rofurm, or the koy clements of the major
reform proposals.

Each forum will enconrage citizen participation in the hoalth reform debate by presenting and
debating aiternative proposals, and helping constitucnts 1o understand thols elected representatives’
positiuns on health reform. Boch meeting will be cpomared by the League of Women Vulers Education
Pund, the Kalser Family Frundation, the local League of Women Votors and an ares telcvision or radio
station, which will provide broudcast coverage.

The meetings will consist of two parts: Reneral cducation on fssuos and proposaks, and the
questioning of members of the House and Scnate by citizens and roporters. All meetings will be
nonpurtisan and clected officials with divergent views on health reform will be {nviled 1o attond.

Tho project i Lecn sndoreed by the Radio and Television News Directors Foundstion (RTNDF)
and is ot approximately $600,000. Inurnalists who wish o attend or cuver one or more of tho
town g0 may contact the LWVEF or KFF,

THE PARTNERS: The Kelser Family Foundation -- The Kaisor Funlly Foundation is an
independant health care philanthropy and is not associated with Kalsar Permanente or Kaiser Indhstriss.

This project Is part of the Kalser Health Reform Project, un effor: to provido the best svallable
resegrch and anelysis on key issues in the health rcform debate to policymakers, the madia and the public.
Thruugliout the health refosm debats, the Xaiser Healrh Reform Project will issue targetod studies, hold

. media and policymaker hriefings, facllitate public forums with clectod officlals, and track the publics
understanding of 18sucs reluicd 10 hoalth reform.

Leoagee of Women Volers Eduestion Fund - The League of Women Voters Educstion Fund's
mission is to increase public undesstanding of major public poliey issues and to snenurage citizen
porticipation in government. In pursuit of thess goals, the LWVEF conducms research mxd provides a
variety of educational sarvicos, inciuding publications and public programs.

-mm.
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The LWVEF works with many partners -« forcuost among them, the more than 1,100 state and
local Leagues of Wowen Voters throughour the US. Within theit own communities, Lesgnes have
woteblished s roputation for providing acernxible, balanced and eesfly underviuod programs and materials

. people can vse I loarn sbout current public policy lssues.

Harvard School of Public Health - '\he Harvard Univensily School of Tublic Hoalth program on
Publiz Opinion and Heakh Care, under Uio dlrection of Robort J. Blendon, has provided research
sssistance on public opinion on health reform and the uninkured, and advice on design of medla mossages.
Robert Blendon, chairman of the Depsrtmest of Health Policy und Management, is a senios program
oonsultant to the Foundadlon.

Johns Hopldna University School of Hygiene and Public Liealth ~ The Johns Hopking Schoal of
Hygisne and Public Heulth hus provided roscarch nssistancs for the campaign, analyses of the uninsured
pupulation, analyscs of the major health reform propnsalk and gdvice on the desixu uf modia messages.

-30.
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PROJECT SUMMARY
STRAIGHT FACTS ON HEALTH REFORM

A Joint project of the League of Women Voters Education Fund (LWVEF) and the Kaiser Family

" Roundation (KFF).

. Research and technical assistance provided by the Harvard University School of Public Health and
~ the Johns Hopkins University School of Hyglens and Public Health.

ANNOUNCEMENT DATE: Janusry 31, 1994 (embargoed until that time)

QBRIECTIVES: To provide a neutral source of public information and education on the issues and
altarnative proposals In health reform. To glve citizens an opportunity to participate in the debate.

The campaign will not back any particular health reform plan, approach, or point of view.

WHAT THE INITIATIVE WILL CONSIST OF:

‘1) A national television and print public information campaign on key lssues in health reform, Pald
measages t0 alr on network television and run in newspapers and news weeklics beginning

January 31, 1994,

~ 2) A series of approximately 60 town mastings on health reform with elected officlals.

The budget for this inftial phase of the campaign is

.1 million. Other components of the inidative—such

a3 & series of astlonally televised debates on health reform—may be sdded.

@ A nationsl telovision and print campaigs with

messsges airing on sews and public affairs
- sbows and placed in mujor newspapers and
aows weakling,

®  First messages called "The National Health

. Raform Quiz® to focus on ths problem of the
uninsured and will explain how big the
problem {s, who is wninsured, and what the
consequances of being without insuranocs are.

®  The objective of this project is to halp assure
that the debats over universal coverage is basad
on the best available facts and ressasch, rather
thas smisunderstandings and misinformation.

®  An 800 number will be used to provide tiree
spacial reports, *Uninsared in Amorics, *
*Critical Cholces in Health Reform,® and
*Haalth Reform Legislation: A Comparison of
Major Propasals.®

® The Harvard fchaol of Public Haalth snd XFF
. wlllcoaﬁuaudumoynofpuhbe
and understanding to ssseas the

nasd far firthar alffaste

The Town Meetings

Approximatsly 60 town moetings with electod
officials organizad around modia markets
across the country. (Seo attached map)

The objective is 0 provide s forum for citizen
participation in the bhealth reform debass, to
fully present and debate alternative proposals,
and to maks sure that constituants know (heir
elocted officials views on bealth reform.

Each mesting will be cospoascred by the
LWVEF, KFF, and an ares television or radio
sation which will provide broadcast coverage,

The meetings will consist of two parts:
genonal education on issues and propossls and
the qQuestioning of members of the House and
Scoste by ares reporters and citizams. A video
featuring Walter Cronkits excerpted from the
PBS documentary *What's Alling Medicine”
will be used during the sducational scgment.
mmmwwu
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by Jennifer A, Baratz

Ad Numbser 0ne; An elderly woman looks somberly ui the camera.
The caption below her face asks, “Why should | have to choose

between buying groceries and buying medicine® The ad, sponsored by
the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (PMA}, goes on to say
that “No American showid have to make that choice. That's why we
support health care reform, with coverage for all prescription
medicines.”

Ad Number TwWo: “Meet the family nobody will insure,” appears hold-
ly atop a photo of 4 family of three, “Health care reform has become
our country's most important public heaith issue, and the 300,000
member physicians of the American Medical Association (AMA) are
determined to bring about change.”

As health care reform has moved to the top of the U.8, political agenda,
ads such as these have been appearing more and more frequently in
newspapers and magazines throughout the country. Part of an aggres-
sive campaign on the part of different health-industry interests to shape
their public image and influence public opinion about options for
reform, the ads make plain that reform of the United States' health care
system is & high-stakes proposition.
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lndustry sad Other Interoests

Ave Drowning Out the Public’s

Voice in Ifealth Care Reform '

With more than 3800 billion spent every
year on health care in this country, there's a
lot riding on reform for doctors, hospitals,
drug companies, insurers, medical equipment
mgnufacturers and other interests. Lost amid
all the jockeying for dollars and business, how-
ever, is the overriding fact that health care
reform is 8 win-or-lose proposition for the
American people as well. At stake for citizens
is whether we can craft a system that effective-
ly and efficiently meets people's real health
care needs.

“Our health care system is fatling both our
nation's families and Its economy,” says
League of Women Voters President Becky
Cain. “Citizens need to speak up and be heard
above the special interests or we might be
faced with reform in name only—with a health
system that only reinforces the inequities and
inefficiencies that sparked this whole mave-
ment in the first place.”

“A New Phenomenon”

Talk of reform Is a new phenomenon ir the
health care industry. “For years, the industry
worked to maintain the status quo of the
heaith care system,” according to Josh Gold-
steln of the Center for Responsive Politics,
“and industry interests were successful in
squashing any public discussion of reform.”
That all changed in 1991, when Harris
Wofford of Pennsylvania was elected to the
1.8, Senate on a platform of national health
reform. Wofford's election sent a powerful
message tn Washington—~that the United
States' health care system is not working and
the American people want it fixed. Since then,
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the health industry has changed its
approach. “Now that health reform has
becorme a public issue, there’s beer a shift
{among Industry interests) from squashing
reform to shaping the debate in the way
they want it t¢ go," says Goidstein.

The Public Compaign:
Ads and ldeas

The mass media can be & powerful tool for
influencing public perceptions about poli-
cy issues, and the health industry knows it.
According to Hobert Blendon of the Har-
vard University School of Public Health,
poils indicute that public confidence in
health-industry leaders—doctors, insurers,
pharmaceutical companies—is at a 2b-
year low. And so, health interests are
spending millions of dollars to recast their
public image and w focus the debate on
issues that affect them,

Blendon peints out, for example, that
the jndustry’s high-profile advertising
affort has two principal aims. “One of its
objectives i3 image advertising,” he says.
“The industry hias been trying to build up
public respect for pecople in the health care
industry so that when they criticize specific
things within reform proposals, the pubiic
will believe them t be credible. The other
goal of the ade is {0 alert the public that
the problems they have now could be even
worse under health care reform.”

The AMA ads. for example, emphasize
the special nature of the doctor/patient rela-
tionship—that doctors are looking out for
the well-being of their patients-—and the
importance of maintaining tha* relationship
free of interteretice. While seemingly altru-
istic, the message advances the medical
profession’s irviarest in fighting off controls
over doctors' practice siyies or fees.

“The ads are focused on what the
industry does to help people,” according
io Blenden. “They're saying, ‘'Wa really
care. Trust us more than the politicians.
You don’t want to trust politiciars to make
declsions about your health care,”

The hea!th industry responds that It is
merely trving to inform the public about
the issues. “As President Clinton has =aid,
this issue will be decided at America's
kitchen tables,” remarks Richerd Coorsh,
spokesperson for the Healih Insurance
industry ¢f America. “For Americans to
make these decisiong, they need informa-

o062 429 4343 . .
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nile the League and
others stress that

universal coverage
and cost containment are equak
ly important goals of reform,
industry places less emphasis on
the more difficult issue of holding
down health care spending.

tion from all points of view,” Coorsh goes
on to say. “We are all entitied to get infor-
mation (o consumers so they can judge the
impact of health care reform on them.”

Moreover, as Steve Berchem, assistant,
vice-president for the Pharmaceutical Man-
ufacturers Association {PMA), points out,
industry advertising and other public-rela-
tions efforts serve an advocacy purpose as
well. "The Hill is influenced hy con-
stituents’ interests and by what constituents
have to say,” observes Berchem. “The PMA
wants ‘o make sure that its voice is heard in
the health reform debate and that the phar-
maceutical industry is treated fairly.”

To lend substance and added credibilicy
to their advocacy, many industry interests
have developed their own reform plany to
address the problems of the health care sys-
tem. In general, the industry proposais
stress the importance of guarantieeing
health care coverage for every American.
But while the League of Women Voters and
others stress that universal coverage and
cost containment are equally important
goals of reform, industry places less
emphasis on the more difflcult issue of
hoiding down health care spending.

The reason for the industry’s focus on
expanding health care coverage? Universal
health care coverage offers a significant
financial benefit to the industry—it would
mean relmbursement to doctors and hos-
pitals for care that is now heing provided
without compensation. Containing the
overall costs of the health care system, on
the other hand, is likely to mean more
government control of the use and pur-
chase of medical technology, of tees paid
to physicians, and of many other things
that, are the industry’s bread and butter.

The Private Campaign:
Money and People

With health care reform looming on the
horizon during the 1991-92 election cycle,
health care political action committees
{PACs) increased their giving to federal
candidates by 36 percent, and insurance
PACs upped their ante by 6 percent.
That’s in addition to the more than $4 mii-
lion in “soft-money” contributions from
the health sector to the political parries,
according to a report issued by the Center
for Responsive Politics.

Predictably, the top recipients of
heaith care PAC money were members of
the Hyuse and Senate commitiees that
have jurisdiciion over health care Jegisla-
tion. Moreover, the amount that health
PACs spend is bound to increase as
health reform proposals move through
Congress.

According to Goldstein, this money
huys a seat at the table when the decisions
about reform are being made. “Evervone
agrees there will be some sort of reform,”
he says, “but the important decisions to be
made are not the grand themes for reform
but the vital minutiae. Who wins and loses
the billions of dollars that are at stake will
be determined by sentences in a law that
will run more than 1,000 pages long.”

Filling candidates’ campaign coffers
with PAC rooney is one way to buy influ-
ence, but the amount that can be spent is
limited by laws governing campaign con-
tributions. There are no limits, however,
on what can be spent on “hired guns™—the
lobbyists, pollsters and public-relations
firms that trumpet their clients’ concerns
in the public eye and on Capitol Hill.

For example, the Federaton of Ameri-
can Health Systems (FAHS), a trade group
of for-profit hospitais, has hired Patton,
Boggs & Blow, one of Washington's
largest lobbying firins. In addition, like so
many other heaith interests, the FAHS has
Jjoined an industry coalition with a lobby-
ing effort of it own. “If you lose a big
fight, you do not want to wake up the
morning after and say you did not do
everything vou possibly could have,”
Michael Bromberg, executive vice-presi-
dent of the federation, recentiy toid The
Nuational Journal.

But industry lobbying is not limited to
working with paid lobbyists and public-
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relations consultants. Recoguiz-
ing the political pressure that
the grassroots can exert, many
industry groups are calling on
their members to make visits to
their elected representatives. In
March, the American Medical
Association organized more than
1,000 doctors fram throughout
the country and brought them to
Washington to meet directly
with their members of Congress.
All delivered the same message:
universalize health care cover-
age and contain health care
costs, but do not touch physi-
clan autonomy or salaries. The
power of efforts such as this
should not be overlooked.
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Moking sure its voice is heard: A Pharmasewtical Manufocturers
Association. ad.
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Arnerican Medical Association ad says, “We're concernad ”

“When vou talk to people
who aren’t paid lobbyists, it's
elways useful,”" Representative
Michael A. Andrews (D TX), &
member of the House Ways and
Means Committee's Subcorumit-
tee on Health, told The Wash-
ington Post after meeting with a
group of doctors from his dis-
trict. “Any respansible member
(of Congress) wants to make
sure his constituents have input,
that they're being listened to . . .
In the political sense, you bet 1
pay attention.”

Recipe for Gridlock

Many people are fearful of what
will happen to health reform if
the health industry continues its
aggressive efforts. With so
many interest groups involved,
Congress may be unable to pass
comprehensive reform that sat-
isfles everybody who's seeking
to be heard. “We could end up
with gridlock or a watered-down
bill that's called health care
reform but really isn't,” accord-

ing to Harvard's Biendon.

Moreover, he says, there’s dis-
agreement within the industry
groups over which is preferable—
gridlock or a watered-down bill.
“Some organizations want the
government to do something, but
only at the margins. Some others
hope the thing will just die.”

And if health care reform
does “just die”—or ends up sc
watered-down that [t hardly
changes the status quo—it is not
just the health industry that wil
be to blame. Groups from across
the political and ecoriomic spec-
trum—including labor unions,
big industries, lawyers and small
businesses—have been mobiliz-
ing their forces and calling in
their pulitical chits so that they,
too, can have a say in the shape
reform takes. The fragmentation
that could result from all of
these interests wanting to have a
say will make comprehensive
reform an extremely difficult
and arduous process. In trying
to please everybody. health
reform may end up pleasing no
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one at all—and may therefore fail to deliv-
er the very thing the American people say
they want and need.

The importance of
Citizen Participation

The one volce that needs to be heard clear-
ly on Capitoi Hill is that of the consumner.
And while legisiators have faced 8 barrage
of lobby visits, phone banks and letter-
writing campaigns organized by the spe-
cial-interest groups, little is being heard so
far in congressiond offices from the peo-
ple themselves. _

“The silznce from the grassroots is
deafening,” says the League’s Becky Cain,

“and that ieaves the health industry and

other interests with the only voices in
town. Legislators need the support of their
constituents to deliver health reform that's
for the peopie.”

In October 1993, the League of Women
Voters Education Fund (LWVEF)

N —y
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%w to Get Involved:

The Health Care Debate Needs You

tem, Congress will have to enact

new lawy and amend existing ones.
These actions-~certain to result in win-
ners and losers among the powerful spe-
cial interests who have a stake in the
cwrrent health care system—will touch
the lives of all U.S. residenis. While
ordinary people cannot match the spe-
cial-interest groups in hiring lobbyists
and directing FAC contributicns into
politicians’ campaign coffers, citizens
need to add their voices to the heaith
carg reform debate.

One of the most effective methods of
citizen input i8 for individuals to express
their concerns in letters or phone calls
to their elected senators and representa-
tives. There is growing evidence that,
when constituenis speak, Congress ls-
tens. And, according tu a survey com-
pleted in May 1993, a8 majority of con-
gressional staffers said personal letters
from individual consiituents carried
more weight than mass mailings, tele-
grains and phone calls.

T o averhzul the U.S, health care sys-

Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20616, (202) 225-2927.
The subcommittee chalr {s Rep. Henry A.
Waxman (D CA) and the ranking Repub-
lican member Is Rep. Thomas J. Bliley
(R VA). Contact: Subcommittee on |
Health and Environment, 2415 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, DC
20815, (202) 225-4962.

2 The Senate Labor and Human
Resources Committee has broad
jurlisdiction over health matters. The
chair is Sen, Edward M. Kennedy (D
MA); the ranking Republican is Sen.
Nancy L. Kassebaum (R KS). Contact:
Senate Labor and Human Resources
Committee, 428 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510,
(202) 224-5375.

8 The Senate Finance Committee
has authority over legislation involving
taxes and the federal tax system. More-
over, the Finance Committae is responsi-
ble for legislation involving Medicaid,
Medicare and other health insurance
funds such as workers compensation.
T ~kat= tn Q@an Danial P. Mavndhan (D
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THE LEAGUFE THE NATIONAL VOTER
OF WOMEN VOTERS MAGAZINE

November 8, 1993

Mike Lux

Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washingron, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Lux:

I am delighted to follow up our telephone conversation today about a guest article from First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton for the March/April 1994 issue of The National Voter.

As | mentioned, the upcoming Voter issue will discuss heaith care reform--one of the
League's priority issues--in a feature article. As we envision it, the piece will examine the
White House health care reform proposal and several of the aiternative plans, along with
backgrcund on what the League supports and why. After conducting a threg-year study of the
financing and delivery of health care in the United States, the League concluded that universal
access for U.S. residents to a basic level of quality heaith care at an affordable cost and
stringent containment of health care expenditures are the two critical elements of
comprehensive hzalth care reform. The League is supporting the President's plan.

We would be looking to the White house to provide a one-page sidebar covering the
principles underlying the President's health reform proposal; the goals of reform and the costs
of doing nothing; the importance of citizen participation--in the reform process and in a new
health care systemn; and any related topics. The copy deadline for the March/Apiil issue is
December 13, 1953.

I am enclosing our guidelines for writers and two recent issues of The Voter. You may be
interested in the League's comprehensive health care position statement (pages 22-23 of the
June/July 1993 issue). Also, our cover story for the December/January 1994 ¥Foter--off press
today (!)--examines the campaign by industry interests to influence the health reform debate
and the need for citizen participation in the dialogue. In the second part of the cover
segment, guest authors representing communities with specific health care needs comment on
universal access. '

Again, thanks for considering our request. I wili check in with you next week to follow up.
In the meantime, if you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to
contact me or Bill Woodwell, Voter consulting editor, at 202/429-1965.

Sincerely,

=

Ellen Weir
Associate Editor

1780 M Swreey, X.W.
Washington. D.C. 20036
202/455-1965

FAX: 202/429-0854
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b4 THE LEAGUE THE NATIONAL VOTER
s OF WOMEN VOTERS MAGAZINE

GUIDELINES FOR THE NATIONAL VOTER

March/April 1994

This issue of the League of Women Voter's national magazine will continue The Voter's
extensive coverage of health care reform--one of the League's legislative priorities. “We plan
to examine the White House health care reform proposal and several of the alternative plans,
along with background on what the League supports and why. The League is supporting the
President's plan. '

Article Length: The suggested length for a one-page article is 500-600 words.
Deadline: The deadline for copy is December 13, 1993.

Graphics and Other Needs: The League requests that you provide an author photo and
any supporting illustrations or graphics that you would like to accompany the article.

Articles on Disk: If possible, please furnish the article on computer disk (IBM format,
WordPerfect preferable).

About the Magazine: The National Voter is published quarterly and is read by more
than 120,000 members and supporters of the League of Women Voters across the United
States and around the world. Copies are also distributed to every member of Congress. The
League would be delighted to provide additional copies of The Vorer to contributing writers
for special distribution.

Contact: Bill Woodwell or Ellen Weir (202/429-1965) for additional information.

1730 M Street. NtV
Washington. D.C. 20036
2024241065

FANX: 202-124-0854
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THE HEALTH SECURITY ACT OF 1993: A SUMMARY

The Clinton plan offers a system of gnaranteed private Insurance. It proposes to build
on the current $ystem of private insurance with two critical changes: first, the guarantee
of comprehensive heelth benefits that can never be taken away; and second, greater
consumer power for people and small businesses to choose quality health insurance at
lower cost.

Our national gnal is heslth security for every American - comprehensive health
benefits that can never be taken away. No limit 6n benefits over your lifetime. No
refusal of insurance if you have a pre.existing condition. No losing your insurance if you
get sick or lose your jnh. And no rate increases if you get sick.

Our principles are clear and distinguish our approach: Security -- comprehensive
benefits that can never he taken away. Simplicity - creating a single claim form 1o
reduce paperwork and hureaucracy. Savings -- controlling health care costs. Quality -
making the worlds' hest care better. Choice -- preserving your right to choose your doctor
and expanding choice of private insurance plans. Ragpongibility -- every American
agsumes respnnsibility to bring an out-of-control system under control and put funding on
a fair and responsible basis. '

Real reform and real savings are possible only if health care beneflts are guarantoed
to every American. Without universal coverage, there's no guarantes we will be able to
control costs and provide comprehensive benefits, For example, today, everyonc of us
pays a part of the $25 billion bill for health care for the uninsured; and a single claim
farm doesn't save money unless everyone is using it.

Comprehensive benefits include preventive care, prescription drugs, doctor visits,
hoapital services, home health care, hospice care, emergency care and ambulance
services, mental health care, vision eare, and dental care for children and
eventually, for adults.

For sentors, the protection of Medicare remains with improvements -- new
prescription drug coverage and a new long-term care program. Qur health security
plan will achieve real savings in Medicare and re-invest those savings to improve
benefits. '

For small business, our pian provides insurance discounts to help them afford
comprehensive benefits for their employees. Most small businesses already provide
health insurance to their emplayees hut they're torced to pay as much ag $0% mors than
larger companies. Our plan helps assure them the best benefits, controlling costs and
expanding coverage.

@oo4
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If we fail to act:

¢ Every American -~ 100% « can expect to pay higher insurance premiums nearly
every year, with no guarantee of sacurity, no guaranteed benefits, and no
guarantee thar insurance will be there when they need it.

¢ One of every four Americans will lose their insurance at some point in the next
two yeara. '

s Almost $1 out of every $§ Americans spend will go to health care.

» By the end of the decade, just to keep their benefits, Ameritan workers will
sacrifice almast S600 in wages LVEXY year.

» Millions of Americans will find that rising coets will force their firms to cut back
nn benefits and limit choices of doctors and health plans.

Our plan far health security is the most comprehensive and responsible, building on
what works in our current system and fixing what doesn't. We maintain an
essentially private system, streamlined and less buragucratic than what we face today.
And, we're demonstrating how that system will work -~ from details on the benefit
package and premiums ta a firm expianation of the most responsible financing possible.
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The United States is a world leader in developing new medical technologies,
uncovering the mysteries of disease through basic clinical research, training nurses and
doctors, and constructing hospitals, clinincs, laboratories, and medical schools. People
from all over the world come to the United States for specialized training and treatment.

But the health care system, as a whole, is in deep crisis. We are spending too
much, and getting too little for our money. Health care spending now consumes more
than 14% of our GDP, projected to grow to more than 18% by the end of the
decade..without insuring one more person..

Roughly 39 million Americans have no health insurance at all, and another 23
million have only bare bones coverage. Every month, 2 million Americans lose their
insurance coverage for some period of time, many to never gain it back. More and more
Americans have to give up their regular doctor because their employer cuts back on the
health plans they offer in order to cope with rising costs. Millions in rural areas have no
access-- insured or not-- to a doctor or hospital. And the quality of American medicine
is being threatened by the lack of measurable standards and real accountability in the
health care system.

Today's health care system can be particularly inadequate for women. Women are
more likely than men to be unemployed, have low income, or work part time, and are
therefore more likely to lack health coverage. Even those women with insurance find that
there coverage jeopardized by divorce or widowhood, since their insurnace is tied to their
marital status. And despite the fact that women are the primary victims of life-
threatening diseases such as breast and ovarian cancers, women are still at the bottom of
our national medical research agenda. Any serious reform proposal must address the
health needs of women head on, and provide affordable coverage to all women.

The President has placed women's health concerns at the core of the plan. Under
the Health Security Act, all women will be guaranteed coverage regardless of health
status, marital status, employment status, or ability to pay. Women will be guaranteed a
comprehensive package of benefits that will include unprecedented coverage, without
cost-sharing, of a wide range of preventive services, including mammograms, Pap
smears, diagnostc services, and prenatal care.

In addition, new research initiatives will concentrate on child health (including
birth defects, prenatal care, and adolescent health), and illnesses that primarily strike
women -- including breast cancer, ovarian cancer, and osteoporosis. And the new home
health and community based long-term care program will provide greater choice and
flexibility for older women and will help reduce the undue burden born by many women
caregivers.



The time for health care reform has come, and the passage of the Health Security
Act will usher in much needed attention to women's health and wellness. 1 look forward
to working closely with the League in the weeks and months ahead to advance our shared
commitment to this goal.
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THE LEAGUE'S NATIONAL AGENDR

The Leajue of Womga Voters of the United
Stales wurks L inlfyence public poicy in
four broad issu areas, cnoompassing o
sange ¢f interselaled prinziples and gnats

GBVERKMENT: The League’s gaal is 1o pro-
{1Jie gt OREN governmamal systsm thatis
raprgsantative, accountatie and responsive;
that has 0 to1r énd adequate fiscal basis;
that protacts individual liberties estzblished
by the Constitution; that assures upparieni-
ties fur uitizen participation ia goverament
decision making; that provides sound apricel-
tuie policies, and Lhat preserves putilic heal~h
and satety thraugh gun control Mgasures.

League memhars have studied aud wadliey
pnsitigas on. Agriculture Palicy, Cilizen
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

OF THE UNITED STATES
1730 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
202/429-1965 fax: 202/429-0854
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L¥YVDS and LWVEF Board of Directors/Trusteesn, 1992-04

Officers

Becky Cain, President/Chair
2313% South Walnut Drive
Saint Albans, WV 25177

Diane Sheridan, 1st VP/Vice Chair
4127 Rolling Green
Seabrook, TX 77586

Peggy Lucas, 2nd VP/Vlce Chair
4427 East Lake Harriet Boulevard
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Robin Seaborm, Secretary/Treasurer

£9718&% 3S5th Avenue North
Saint Petersburg, FL 33710

Directors/Trustees

Pat Brady

. 8528 Greeley Buoulevard

Springfield, VA 22152

Marilyn Brill
16 Heather Hill

"Danville, PA 17821

Jane Garbacz
301 Sturges Ridge Road
Wilton, CT 06897

Bobbie Hill
1770 Holly 11ill
Camden, AR 71701

Debkie Macon
45668 Fairway Ridge Court
West Bloomfield, MI 48323

Beverly McKinnell
2124 Wesi Haoyt Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55108

o
w
o
o

(713)
(713)

o

(612)
(612)
(612)

(812)
(813)

M!ﬂ ‘= in

27~

727

326-
326

823
332
332

347-
345-

€547

~-0865

5253
2769

-8544
-5664
-2365

6723
7€70

* Note on fax to
call her at home.

H: (703) 569-1702
F: (703) 569-1702

* Call firet,

,{717) 275-5537

Fi (717)

275~

€656

H: (203) 762-82¢68
F: (203) 762-9268

* Call first.

H: (501) 836-7349
F: (8301) 836-84623
Fax should also be
used for conferenc?

calls.
H: (B10)
F: (810)

H: (612)
F: (612)

626~
932~

€46~
659~

4111
11158

2650
9493

(C\(E&-o)
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Linda Moscarella H: (505) 776-8338
Post Qffice Box 5§72 F: (505) 776-8338
El Prado, NM 87529 * Call firet.
FedEx/UPS Address:

237 Hondo-Seco Road, Tacs, MM 87571

Nancy Pearson H: (206) 582-3543
6708 Bridgeport Way, West F: (206) 582-3543
Tacoma, WA 98467 * Call first.

carole Wagner Vallianos H: (310) 545-4322
599 36th Street F: (310) 545-2404
Manhattan Beach, CA 50266

Kathleen Welsenberg H: (415) 323-714¢
167 Heather Drive F: (415) 263-2670
Atherton, CA 94027 W: [On Mondays]

(415) 363-2670
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PRESS CONTACTS:
JUNE &, 1994

Bobbie Faul=Zeitler (301} 851-0748
Carla Bundy (202) 428-1965

PROGRAM & EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
41ST NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS - WASH!INGTON DC

RRETREEETE s WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The League of Women Voters convenes
R R its 413t Notional Convention on Friday, June 10 in Washington D.C., at

(bnventlon‘%l---’ the Sheraten Washington Hotel. More than 1,500 members from
ListNatnmI(onmhon?- . Leayues in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin leiands, and the District
Shmton Washmqtnn Notel'-'i'l of Columbia are expected to attend the June 10-15 gonvention.

Juse 10:35, 1994 ,
- Washingti, 0C. All_events take place at the Sheraton VWashington Hotel unless

othenyise noted.
Highlights of the 41st National Convention include:

. Attorney General Janet Reno, U.S Department of Justice, and
LT League member since 1871, will give the Keynote Address.
Ly {Sat., June 11, 1:15 p.m.)
™ Address by Raul Yz2aguirre, Executive Director of National Council

of La Raza. (Mun., June 13, 11 a.m.)

® Workshop on Health Care Reform - Pans! of experis disguss the
impact of health care reform on vulnerable populations. (Mon.,

June 13, 2:00 -3:30 p.m.)

e Workshop on the League’s Emerging Democracies Program - Panel

of experts discuss citizen education programs i Poland and
Hungary. (Men., June 13, 3:4€ - 5:15 p.m.)

g IliOMStNW . Leadership Awards Gala by the Lesague of Women Veters

 Washington, DL 20036 Education Fund - 1994 awardces are: Hen., Barbara Jeordan,

- Tl 202-420- 1065 Elizabeth Dole, MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, and League member
“fax- 200 - 129- 0056 . Willie Campbell. (Mon., June 13 - Regeption 6:30 p.m.)

L Lobby Day - Health Care Rally on Zapitol HIll. Greeting by Sen.

Tom Daschie and Rep. John_Dingell. Delegates meet with

members of Congress on health care legislation. (Wed _.June 15 -

Rally begins at 9 a.m. West Front of the U.S. Capitol)

. Official kick-off of the League’s Diamond Jubilee - 3 two-year
celebration of the 75th Anniversary culminating in 1998 in
Chicago, site of the League’s founding.

-MORE-
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2.

Founded in 1920 Voters is-a3-nonpartisan

political oryganizalivn that encourages the informed and active
parficipation of citizens in qovmmmpolicy
through education and advocacy. Any citizen of voting age, male or
female, may become a League member. The League has_200,000
members and supporters throughout the U.S.

NOTE TO MEDIA: e For advance information, contact: Bobbie Faul-
Zeitier {301) 9510748 ~r Carla Bundy (202) 429-
1965.

® Press badges for the Convention will be issued at
the Lepgue's Convention Press Office in the

Sheraton Washingtan Hotel.

® Please bring official press credentials to ensure
entry.

® Access 1o some events may be limited.
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June 15, 1%91

To: Members of the Houmse and Senate

Feum: Beecky Cain, President

Re: Health Care Reform

The League of Woman votera believes that the only solutien to the
currént health care crisis is the enactment of comprehensive
health caze reforwm. Congress must pass a health reform bill that
provides universal access to guality health care for all U.8.
reasidents regardleso of ability €0 pay. The legislation must alac
include stringent ¢ost contrel measures for health care cutlays.

Universal coverage is the basic test of the humanity of cur health
care pystem. The most advanced natiun on earth must be able to
assure adeguate health care for all. Only through univexsal
coveraga can we ba sure that children will get the vaccinations
they need, that mothers will get the prenatal care they require
and that working familias won't be loft destituie by unexpected
medical pills, Only through universal coverage can we stop cost
shifting, which unfairliy puta the coste of emcrgency care f£ar the
wningured on the rest of us.

A basic package of quality gervices must be included in any health
care reform package. Benafits should inelude the prevention of
dizease, health promotion and educatior, primary care (including
prenatal and reproductive health services), acute care, long-term
care angd mental health care.

Nu health reterm effort will succeed without a serious effort to
contain costs. One of the key problems {n this crisis is that
health care coste are spiralling out of control. Millicne of
Americans are losing the battle to keep up with rieing health care
costs. As a nation, we #spend $1 out of every $7 we aearn on health
care.

Ideally, the League favers a national health insurance plan
financed through general taxes -- a so-called "single-payver"
plan. Short of that, the League bheliaves that it ig essential
that an employér mandale ke influded in health care reform.

Becausm health garc ie a traditional form of compensation, and
because it assures a healthy and productive workforce, it is
appropriare for ampleyers to continua to pay for health care.

Those employers who do0 not now provide health care gain a
competitive advantage. Thio is unfair,

The health care crisis affecte everyone. ItL ig critical that you
ligten to the concerns of your constituents sc that the health

care kill pasged by Congrase provides real solulions to a vary
real problems.

___LEAGUE WOMEN VTR igjuu
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THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

NATIONAL OFFICE

0!

. - - CONTACT: Maggie Simpmson
. NEWS RELEASE (203) 429-19s,
: ext. 290
EMEARGOED UNTIL:
9130 PM EST
September 22, 1993

PRESIUENT'S PLAN I8 EFFECTIVE BLUEPRINT FOR MNEALTM CARE REFORM

Statement by Recky Cain, President
The Laagua of Woman Votaras of the United States

The President's health care reform package marks a coritical step forward.
It will fix fundamental flawm in ourx natien'a health care system.

Thiv ie real reform. The plan provider for universal acosss and for
stringent coet control measures -~ the two moet important criteria set
forth by League members after more than three years ¢f studying the health-
caye Crisis.

undear the plan, Americans will he covered no matter where they live, where
they work or how muth they earn. The plan's basic benefits package will be
a boon to pesple’'es health, cepeeially for women. FPeoxr the firgt time, all
Americans will be guaranteed coverage for preventive, primary and acute
cara; and reproductive haalth marvicea, including abertion, are in the
plan. Mental health aservices and long-term care are alse included, but are
limited to keap costs dewn.

Among the plan's meost critical features are its built-in cost cnnttol
mechanieme. HMillions of Americano are losing the batile to kaap up with
rieing health care costs and millions more cannct avan afford the most
bagic health cara eoveraga. Haalth cara cests have doublad linco 19RAQ and
will double again by the year 2000 unless strong action ig tlkqn. By
standardizing forms, introducing new compaetitive structurss and limiting
spending, the plan hus effective ways of cutting waste and reducing costs.
The President's nhealth care plan l& not periect, but it is fa;r it will
need some fine-tusling in the legislative process. For :xample, citizen
participation must be included in all aspecte of the plan'c implemcatation
to enoure that government—Bponsored programs Are responsive to citizens'
needs. In addition, there will be heavy prassura to weaken the plan's
proposed tax ¢n cigarettes. The Administration must not buckle under. Sin
taxas make senee.

Health care reform will need bipartisan support. Thae League LJ ancouraged
that many of the goals for raform are now ghared by key members of both
political parties on Capitol Hill. congress muet not lose sight of the
costn of imaction on this critical issue. There will ba no perfect
golution to this crisis. We need a viable plan that givas all (Americans a
more humane health care system. Ths Prasident's plan is an effarctive
blueprint for reform.

|
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waLgagee i3
stristiv nonuortizan;
it nelther supperts

nor Ohieses

santifdates tor offige.

At the sama lims,
the Leagua is
wholaheartedly
poiitital—

whtking 1o Influsnce
pubrlic pellcy
through educaiion

and advyecacy.

vunded in 1820, the League of Women '

Vuwi s is 3 nonpartisan political organi-

zarion that encourages the inforrred
ang active participation of citizens in govern-
ment and influences public policy thiough
cducation and advocacy, It is a uniyue activ-
ist network thal derives its stienqth from the
energy and commitment of mare than a hun-
died thousand mewizers and supparters na-
tionwide. Tl L.ranue knows first-hand the
value of ritizens organizad for change

The Laague ambitiously puisues its dual
missian;

w8 To enuourage the active and infynned
participation of cilizens in government and
10 incrcase understanding uf majar public
policy issues

w Ta sacure public policies that promote
Lrague goals reached througl member
participation and agreement,

The League is Strictly norpartisan, it neither
$Upports nor opposes candidates for office at
2ny lavel uf government. At the same time,
Uhe Laague is wholehaartadly politinale—
warking to infliance public policy through-—
educati =ry, (s the original |
graesroots citizen network, directad by the

consensue Al ite membure 36044 the vountry.

GRASSROOTS STRENGTH

TI 1 Leagur of Women Voters works at 1he
focal, state and national levels, paralieling
The levels ot American government. Mosl
people know us tircugh the local Lesgus of
Women Voters in their community, The
Leayue is oraanized in mare than g thausand
cummunities, in ali 5 states as well as the
Districl uf Columbia, Pugrta Rigo and the
Vivgin (stangs.

LEAGUE_WOMEN YTR

activities
. Voters Eyiratip

Tha prganization's name, fike ils missinn,
derves frum the proud legecy at the
woinen's suffrage wovement, Today's mam-

doog

ha League is
organized in mace
thao a thousand
eammuafiles, in ali
JO511Les a5 well as
the Disteirt ol
Columbla, Puerto
Rice 8ad the Virgin

{slands,




