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WOMAN'S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB 
1526 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

(202)232-7363 + fax (202)986-2791 

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

September 30, 1993 

The Woman's National Democratic Club is so very pleased to be 
able to honor you at a reception on Friday, November 17, 1993 ! 

Members of the Club are leading Democrats, men and women, 
professionals and community activists from the Washington 
metropolitan region. They look forward to meeting you, hearing 
from you and, with your guidance, supplying added local Party 
support for your Health Care package. 

The Club, as you may know, was established immediately after 
women won their right to vote. It has been led and attended 
regularly by our First Ladies beginning with Edith Bolling Galt 
Wilson, one of its founders. Its mission was, and continues to be, for 
women to give support to one another for elected office, to provide 
educational opportunities and to make a place where members might 
respectfuJly discuss matters about which they disagree. 
There is a national membership of 2,000 which is served by an 
elected board of men and women and a full time professional staff. 
The weekly program features national speakers who address current 
concerns at luncheon and evening events. I am enclosing a booklet 
with further detail for your information. 

The November 19 reception will begin at 3:30 p.m. for invited 
guests. We hope it wiJJ be convenient for you to arrive at 4:00 p.m. 
for the unveiling of your photograph and a brief speech on a topic 



.. , 

you find appropriate for the moment. Following your remarks, 
members and guests would like to meet and greet you as you 
proceed through the Clubhouse on a controlled route predetermined 
for you to have easy access to them. 

We understand the uncertainty of your schedule and the ever 
possible need for a date change. Inasmuch as our Calendar and 
invitation to the Membership won't be mailed out until the last week 
in October, we will be able to accomodate any change until then. I 
am available to your staff and expect that they will keep in touch 
with me as we move toward November 19th. I can be reached, Il..Q..1 
at the Club, but at 202-333-2024. 

Again, we are delighted to be able to pay tribute to you and the 
fine work you are doing. We look forward immensely to both 
meeting with you and providing wider support for your mission in 
November. 

Sincerely yours, 

\L_ .___,\..£. }.lJ(..._-s C-

Amanda F. MacKenzie 
Past President 
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SECRETARY OF DEFFNSE 
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ROOM NUMBER/OFFICE 
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DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS: 

~ IMMEDIATELY 

---HOLD FOR NORMAL DUTY HOURS 

PLEASE CALL TO VERIFY RECEIPT 
COMMERCIAL (703)697-7064 
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ROOM 3E921, THE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1000 

Please call the Protocol Office 
of the Secretarv and Deputy secretary of Defense 
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November 17, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR 1HE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBIBCT: 

AUDREY SHEPP ARD 

DONNA LARSEN 

Visit to the Pentagon by Mrs. Clinton 
DECISION MEMORANDUM 

Mrs. Clinton will be visiting the Pentagon on Friday, November 19th at 10 a.m. 
(You will recall sht: was ~i.;h~J.ukJ. to visit the Pentagon on September 28th but had to 
cancel at the last minute.) By way of back.ground, Mrs. Clinton will be attending the 
Joint Armed Forces Officers' Wives LWlcheon following her visit to the Pentagon. In this 
regard she asked that the following indivirlu~l~ he present for her visit: Mrs. Perry, Mrs. 
Sha.Ii, Mrs. Jeremiah and M.rs. Powell (they will accompany her to the luncheon). 

Below follows a proposed itinerary for her visit based on discussions with the 
White House, General Shali's office and your staff. 

10:00 -- Mrs. Clinton arrives Pentagon River Protcicol Entrance. Met by 
SecDef Aspin, General Shali and SecDcf Protocol (Mrs. Donna 
Larsen). PHOTO OPPORTUNITY. 

SecDef and CJCS escort Mn:. Clinton to SecDefs office. Meet 
Mrs. Perry, Mrs. Shali, Mrs. Jeremiah and Mrs. Powell. Infonnal 
mingling. Corporal Wendy Cornell will conduct a brief tour of 
your office. (NOTE: You might point out the direct phone line to 
The President -- she may wish to test it.) 

10: 10 Group departs your office en route to NMCC. 

Proceed to Brigadier General Womblc's office) Deputy Director of 
Operations. 

Briefing ofNMCC to include: Overview by Gen. Womble, Mole 
Line Briefing, EA and ERC Tours. 
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10:30 --

10:50 --

10:55 --

11:00 -

11:05 ·-

11:15 --

11:30 --

rROM DOD sec Der rROTOCOL rAC.[. OO:J 

-2-

Depart J\'MCC by cart on tour of Pentagon to include: ConcoW"se, 
Berlin Wall and Iron Curtain displays. Military Women's Corridor, 
Holl of Heroes, MacArthur Corridor 3.nd Time/Life Corridors. 

Proceed to third tloor, Anny Corridor. Met in hallway by General 
Peay (on behalf of General Sullivan) and possibly Mr. West. Short 
brief by General Peay on the Corridor. 

Depart Army Corridor. Proceed upstairs to Navy Corridor. 
Met by Secretary Dalton, Admiral Kelso and General Boomer. 
hrieftour of Navy Corridor. 

fkpw.L Na-.y Corridor. Proceed by (;art to Air rorce Corridor. 
Met by Secretary Widnall and General Carns (on behalf of General 
McPeak). Brief tour of Air Force Corridor. 

Depart Air Force Corridor, using escalator move to second floor. 
You and General Shali escort Mr:s. CliuLuu Lu Lht: Chainna..ll's Mess 

to meet very briefly with her former staff members currently 
working in the Pentagon. PHOTO OPPORTUNITY. (Ladies go 
directly to Chairman's Office.) 

SecDef and CJCS escon Mrs. Clinton to CJCS office. Ladies 
join group. Infonnal discussion. 

SccDcf nnd Ch.Urman plus ladies escort Mrs. Clinton to River 
Protocol Enttance for departure. 

You and Chairman return to your office. 

APPROVE Sequence as submitted. 

Other, ~e notations. 

See Mt:. 

** TOTAL PRGE.003 ** 



{!.,~: /?Au~··~ 1 /iv_,!'~ 1 /~· 
'NASHINGTON OFFICE 

..,._,/" SPACE. ANO TECHNOLOGY 
1505 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASHING TON. DC 205 15-051 4 
1202) 225-8104 

() lli6~· (} COMMtTIEE ON SCIENCE. 

1 /f\ / sueCOMMoTTus. 

1v '?f ~ 111 J. "oCHNOLOGY. ENVIRONMENT .anna Itel. ~ .. .!51100 ~NO AVIATION 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

698 EMERSON STREET 
PALO ALTO CA 94301 

(4, 5) 323-2984 
(408) 245-2339 

November 9, 1993 

l 4tfJ i9istnct. Calif orma 

Q[ongress of tbe mniteb ~tatts 
~ouse of l\epresmtattbes 

liiHbing-ton. i»C 205 l5-J5 l4 

SPACE 

SCIENCE 

COMMITIEE ON MERCHANT 
MARINE ANO FISHERIES 

sueco-..u1nns: 
ENVIRONMENT ANO NATURAL RESOURCES 

NORTHERN LIFORNIA 
REGIONA WHIP 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 

"' (\ff{\~ 
'1lY IP 199 ' SK' ~\CL iJ\ 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington: D.C. 20500 \Jff!I~; ~O () 
Dear-Mrs:-etinton: ------------, j v 

/ "" ,Jr,?- / On Friday, November 19th. the freshmen Democratic memb~}s of the House will meet to 
1(:..--( discuss the President's health care proposal. _____ / 
'.~ 

We woulal5enonoreaTf you would meet with us to give some shon remarks and to answer 
questions the members may have. We can plan the meeting to accommodate your schedule. 

I 

Freshmen meetings on policy issues have been well attended in the past and are an excellent 
forum to have informal closed-to-press discussions. I hope you or a designee oi your 
choosing will be able to ?.ttend. 

As an original cosponsor of your health care reform bill, I'm pleased to be the freshmen 
Democrats' point-person on health care reform and look forward to working with you as the 
process unfolds. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and I look forward to your 
response. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincere! 

. ""'""" 
~""'\~o 

_,_ ____ _ 
Anna G. o 
,.....,...,L,._r of Congress 

AGE:jme 

cc: Howard Paster 
Kimberly Parker 

(~ 
·~1s STATIONERY P~1,,,.TEO o~ PAPfR MA.OE o~ RECYCLED FIBERS 
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_1 /(/ On Friday, November 19th, the freshmen pemocratic memtyts of the House will meet to 
.·:·.z___ discuss the President's health care propos~ 

• 

1 

~e honored 1f you would ~with us to give some short remarks and to answer 
questions the members may have. We can plan the meeting to accommodate your schedule. 

Freshmen meetings on policy issues have been well attended in the past and are an excellent 
forum to have informal closed-to-press discussions. I hope you or a designee of your 
choosing will be able to ci.ttend. 

As an original cosponsor of your health care reform bill. I'm pleased to be the freshmen 
Democrats' point-person on health ca.re reform and look forward to working with you as the 
process unfolds. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and I look forward to your 
response. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincere I c 
Anna G. o 

r of Congress 

AGE:jme 

cc: Howard Paster 
Kimberly Parker 
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WOMAN'S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB 
1526 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

(202)232-7363 + fax (202)986-2791 

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

September 30, 1993 

\\~ 

The Woman's National Democratic Club is so very pleased to be 
able to honor you at a reception on Friday, November 17, 1993 ! 

Members of the Club are leading Democrats, men and women, 
professionals and community activists from the Washington 
metropolitan region. They look forward to meeting you, hearing 
from you and, with your guidance, supplying added local Party 
support for your Health Care package. 

The Club, as you may know, was established immediately after 
women won their right to vote. It has been led and attended 
regularly by our First Ladies beginning with Edith Bolling Galt 
Wilson, one of its founders. Its mission was, and continues to be, for 
women to give support to one another for elected office, to provide 
educational opportunities and to make a place where members might 
respectfully discuss matters about which they disagree. 
There is a national membership of 2,000 which is served by an 
elected board of men and women and a full time professional staff. 
The weekly program features national speakers who address current 
concerns at luncheon and evening events. I am enclosing a booklet 
with further detail for your information. 

The November 19 reception will begin at 3:30 p.m. for invited 
guests. We hope it will be convenient for you to arrive at 4:00 p.m. 
for the unveiling of your photograph and a brief speech on a topic 
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you find appropriate for the moment. FoJlowing your remarks, 
members and guests would like to meet and greet you as you 
proceed through the Clubhouse on a controlled route predetermined 
for you to have easy access to them. 

We understand the uncertainty of your schedule and the ever 
possible need for a date change. Inasmuch as our Calendar and 
invitation to the Membership won't be mailed out until the last week 
in October, we will be able to accomodate any change until then. I 
am available to your staff and expect that they will keep in touch 
with me as we move toward November 19th. I can be reached, ruu 
at the Club, but at 202-333-2024. 

Again, we are delighted to be able to pay tribute to you and the 
fine work you are doing. We look forward immensely to both 
meeting with you and providing wider support for your mission in 
November. 

Sincerely yours, 

~<-JU.RJ(...-'Sc. 
Amanda F. MacKenzie 
Past President 



November 4, 1993 

Ms. Mary Jane Doe 
1234 5th Street 
Somewhere, USA 

Dear Mary Jane: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

It is our pleasure to invite you to a briefing for Congressional 
and Cabinet spouses on the President's health security plan. The 
briefing will be at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 17, 1993, in 
Room 902 of the Hart Senate Office Building. 

As you know, the Health Security Act was presented to Congress 
last week. During the weeks and months of our work on the health 
care task force, many of you expressed a strong interest in the 
specifics of health care reform. Your enthusiasm and your 
interest in advancing health security to all Americans have been 
most gratifying to us. 

Please call (202) 456-7077 if you plan to attend. We hope you 
will join us and we look forward to s~eing you. 

Sincerely, 



MEMORANDUM TO PATii SOLIS 

FR: Araceli Ruano 
Sue Greenberg 
Madeline Blinder 

RE: Congressional and Cabinet Spouse Health Care Briefing 
DA: November 1, 1993 

Date: 
Location: 

Wednesday, November 17, 1993 
902 Hart Senate Office Building 
10:00 - 11 :30 a.m. TI me: 

Guests: All Congressional and Cabinet Spouses (approximately 550) 

Purpose: To provide a briefing on the Health Security Plan 

Tentative Program: 

Welcome and Introduction of Mrs. Gore by Moderator (to be determined) 
(2 minutes) 

Mrs. Gore gives Remarks (10-15 minutes) and Introduces Mrs. Clinton 

Mrs. Clinton gives Remarks (20-30 minutes) 

Q & A (15 minutes with moderator to be determined) 

Mix and Mingle with Guests (20 minutes) 

Attachment: Draft Invitation 
cc: Melanne Verveer 

Skila Harris 



iinittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

November 1, 1993 

Dear Colleague: 

In a few weeks, President Clinton's Health Security Act will be 
introduced in the House and Senate. Many of members have expressed an 
interest on behalf of their spouses that a briefing be scheduled to ensure 
that everyone have an opportunity to learn about and discuss the proposal. 

q.-&; 
We are pleased to let you know that on November 17, 1993 at 18:00, 

a.m. to 11 :30 in 902 Senate Hart Building, First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Cllnton and -MNr. Tipper Gore, will be hosting a briefing tor all spouses of 
the Senate, House, and Cabinet on the details of the health care bill. 

Like the Health Care University held a few weeks ago, we believe 
this to be an historic.if opportun;ty of a bipartisan, bicameral briefing tor 
spouses on an issue of utmost importance to all of us. 

We hope your spouse will be able to join Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Gore at 
the event. An official letter of invitation will be sent to your spouse in 
the next few days. If you have any questions about the event, please 
direct your call to Araeeli Ruano of Mrs. Gore's office at 456-617~ 

~ Ir~ C,C., 'I() 

Sincerely, 

Tom Daschle 
Co-Chair 
Democratic Policy Committee 

Don Nickles 
Chair 
Republican Policy Committee 

:I~ 



MEMORANDUM TO PAITI SOLIS 

FR: Araceli Ruano 
Sue Greenberg 
Madeline Blinder 

RE: Congressional and Cabinet Spouse Health Care Briefing 
DA: November 1, 1993 

Date: 
Location: 

Wednesday, November 17, 1993 
902 Hart Senate Office Building 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. TI me: 

Guests: All Congressional and Cabinet Spouses (approximately 550) 

Pm11ose: To provide a briefing on the Health Security Plan 

Tentative Program: 

Welcome and Introduction of Mrs. Gore by Moderator (to be determined) 
(2 minutes) 

Mrs. Gore gives Remarks ( l 0-15 minutes) and Introduces Mrs. Clinton 

Mrs. Clinton gives Remarks (20-30 minutes) 

Q & A ( 15 minutes with moderator to be determined) 

Mix and Mingle with Guests (20 minutes) 

Attachment: Draft Invitation 
cc: Melanne Verveer 

Skila Harris 

I 
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DRAFT 

Dear First Name: 

As you are well aware, health care legislation is (was) being presented to 
Congress for consideration this year. Over the weeks and months of our 
work on the health care program, many of you have expressed to us a strong 
interest in the specifics of the program. We are very gratified by your 
enthusiasm in pursuing the issues involved in providing security and health 
care to all Americans. 

It is, therefore, our pleasure to invite you to a briefing on the Administration's 
health care proposal especially for Congressional and Cabinet spouses on 
(date), at the (some Senate Office Building) at (time). 

We look forward to seeing you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 13, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FO 
'-· .~ 

FROM: JOE VEIASQUEZ 

SUBJECT: AFSCME INVITATION TO FIRST IADY 

We encourage you to accept the invitation from the Civil Service Employees Association 
(a part of AFSCME) for the First Lady to speak at their convention. Gerry McEntee, 
President of the union, is asking us to intervene on their behalf. 

Needless to say, AFSCME came out early for the President and will continue to be an 
aggressive supporter. 

Call me at 6257 if you have any questions. Thanks for your help. 

\ ~ ~ °'\ VJ I \'A('_ L~ ~-1-
t\j() ~ l ~ \ 5 C\ JL,t.U.JlQ ~ 
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THE 
CIVIL SERVICE. 

EMPLOYEES 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

LCICAL Ulac•AnCMl•An..ctO 

Jo$~ph F.. McDermott 
~~C~!OE~':' 

R. ~odham Clinton 
Office of the ri~st Lady 
Room 2WW 
l600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, o_c_ 20500 

Dear Ms. ~odham Clinton: 

... FSOIE 
CSE.A B£!l>Qt:'!RIER _.... A.FSCllE U:GtS.DEP 

April 28, 1993 

.Ill 002 
~002 

The civil service ~mployees Association, a union tepresenting pu lie 
employees who inc:lud~ secz::etaries, mai~tenance workers, school ·I bus 
drivers, school cafeteria workers, highway workers, nursos, n12rse 
aides, teacher aides and ~ocial service ~orker~, and many atrers 
across the ~tate of New York, built ~arly and import~nt support for 
Pr~sident Clinton's elAction. . · 

As early as December 1991, CSEA took its stand, backinq Mr. Clinton in 
the N•~ York Pri?lary. We welcom~d him to our annual meeting in I New 
York City last Septem!ler, able to show him first hand our overwhelring 
support. 

We a~e proud ~c have played a pact in his becoming the 42od Pre&i ent 
of the United St~tes. Our $upport continues as we, with ·our 
International Unior:. - AFSCME:, back his initiatives to improve the 
~conomy, create jobs for Americans, and his determination to solv~ ·the 
nation's health care c~i~ig_ 

Your leadP.rship in that effort is admirabl@ and inspiring to many SEA 
mQmbers, more than half of whom are women_ 

we would be - honcrRC. if you. would be a guast speaker at CSEA~ s 3rd 
Annual Meetinq, which will be . held at the Sb.era ton Washinqton. 'Our 
schedule is: open on Wedn&sday and Thursday, November 17 and 18 so 
that we can acco~odate your schedule. 
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R. RODBAM CLXNTON 
A!lktt 28, 1993 
PAGE TWO 

Our upcoming Annual Meeting will 01 the f~rst ever to be h@ld ou side 
New ¥ork stater and your presence would eertainly make it a ost 
m~morahle and exciting event. 

JF!M/lmh 
ec: G. McEntee 

M. Moran 
M. Agnew 
I.. Barnard 

Yours in Unioni5m 
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WOMAN'S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

Dear WNDC Member, 

We are all looking foiward to honoring our First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
we expect a most gracious and pleasant event. To that end, we ask your cooperation 
in adhering to the following guidelines: 

1. Mrs. Clinton will be greeted by our president, Barbara Zelenko and Amanda 
MacKenzie, the chair of this event. At the request of the First Lady there will 
be no receiving line. Escorted by several past presidents, Mrs. Clinton will 
proceed through the Post and Hamlin rooms to the podium in the Stevenson 

·room where her portrait will be unveiled and she will say a few words. We 
expect her to take the elevator to the second floor, visit the various rooms, 
and perhaps speak briefly in the Rayburn Lounge. 

2. Monitors will be placed at various locations throughout the club. 

3. To enable as many as possible to see and greet the First Lady, we have 
divided our members between the first and second floors. Your floor 
assignment was determined by the date your reservation was received. If your 
name tag has a RED border, you will be on the first floor. If you have a 
BLUE border, you will be on the second floor. Name tags with donkeys 
indicate volunteers working at the White House. Members wearing flowers 
are past presidents. 

4. The past presidents and some members of the hospitality committee will act 
as greeters in the various rooms. 

5. If you are to be on the first floor, please check your coat in the First Ladies 
room. Otheiwise, please use the regular coat rooms. 

6. There will be some chairs along the wall in the Stevenson room. Please make 
sure that members who truly need to sit can do so. 

Thank you for your help. We hope you will enjoy a happy and relaxed time with 
our very special guest. 

Don't forget your name tag on the 19th! 
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C"ver l'lu>I": _j.,;111 Sit;1it.:r 
C(l\cr I ks1g11: C;11 I .'\crd"r ,;1111 

l'"pnigltt '' • Hl~I~ Tltc \V\1111an's National Uemocr.1tic Cl11IJ 
l:'iLfl New I lampshire Avenue, NW. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

1\JI riglth n:seJ \'t·d. N" p;ul of lliis publication may be reproduced <JI 

tra!lsmitted in any form witho111 the written permission of The \\bman's National 
llemoaat ic Club_ 

PREFACE 

The Wt>lll;111's N:1ti()nal Demonatic Club has ju:;t emkd a ycar-l()ng 

celehrat ion of its 70! Ii Anniversary under t lw banner "Expanding Wrnncn' s 

l~ok~ in Politit·s: Fresh \.bices-IJifferent Choices.·· Tltis theme reso11ates 

throughout Club history. It might well have been the rallying cry for the record 

breaking 11u111hcr of women who ran fm the I !()use of Representatives or 

the energizing sl11gan Clf the four women PemcH:rats elected to the l Jnitccl 

States Senate in this exceptional political year. 

The founJu·s Clf the Club would 110 doubt be enorn1()usly ple;ised with 

the unprecedL~nted ;1ctivity (If women at all levels of the p()litical arena to­

day. One of their motivating purposes seventy years ago was to encourage 

and prepare wornen to participate in political affairs and even to becClllle can­

didates for elective Clffice. 

It is i111port;1nt t(l re111elllber that during all the pen()(ls Ill l<epulilic:111 

rule over the past seven decades. the Club persevered in keeping the faith 

and providing a focal point for De111ocratic ideals and activities. This is cJ11c 

of its defining char~rcteristics and the basis fllr its unique appe;rl In e;rch gener­

ation nf members_ 

Even 111 the ,·;1rl)- d:iys. wht:ll tl1c UulJ 111el in ;1 · 's111;tll ()ld-f;1sl11ll11ed 

hCJusc in a n111-dfl\vn L:cmditi1Jn,' ·it enjoyed a certain t·;rd1ct. The clubhnusc 

opened with a reception to honor the Democratic Nation;il L'llllllllittee. On 

December :~. 1992. the Club honored Chairman Ron Bn 1w11 at a dinner 

attenrlecl liy I )l•11111natic political leaders as well as (lfher pr()rnincnt persons 

011 the natirn1;il sn:1w. It is a contim111111 111arked l1y ;1 l1111g. r111rt11;illy supp<•r­

t ive rdation,;lrip 1 if I he Club wit lr the 1Je111r icratic N;1t ion al l iJJllJllil tt't'. ;1s 



well as by I hous;rnds CJf sµeaker lunches a11d dinners. rl'l:cpt ic nis. t hc;1t rL· 

parties and various other events. 

The Club has prospered. from that first rented house to its present "jewel 

of a building.'· with a nirrent membership of 1600 men ;rnd wome11. The 

road has not always hee11 smooth. l'vlembers have overcome many ktrdships. 

including ruinous inflation. staff tum over, embezzlement. a11d landlord 

headaches with its investment property. But through all the trials that might 

have defeated a more faint-heaned group, WNDC members have alw;iys found 

a way to resolve their cliffic11lties. :mcl they have dn11e so with grace and style. 

The Club is a pbl·e wlwre llemocrats c;i11 come togl'\her and l'JJjoy com­

mon interests, discuss issues in depth and share their knowledge. hear i11-

novative a11d challe11ging ideas, meet new friends and have a good time. The 

history is replete with descriptions of skits, spoofs. teas, fashion shows. ;rnc­

tions and bazaars. WNDC members. never one dimensional. have always 

appreciated the importance of good humor, laughter and conge11ial socializ­

ing as ;m adjunct to the more serious aspects of club life. 

This work does not purport to be a definitive account of all the activi 

ties of the Woman's Natinal Democratic Club over its seventy year history. 

Such a chronicle would require a very large volume indeed. It does present 

highlights of events which have shaped the Club's progress. I most regret 

that I could not do justice to the speaker programs, an aspect of surpassing 

importance in the life of the Club. But over the seventy years there have 

been more than seven thousand luncheon and dinner programs. all consis­

tently excellent and timely. Similarly, I could not recognize all the many mem­

bers who, through the years. contributed so much lo making the ClulJ a 

success. 

I want to acknowledge my gratitude tu 13arbara Lundberg fur her invalu­

able editing. I take responsibility for the historical facts. but any resemblance 
to the proverbial "silk purse from a sow's e;1r" is due entirely to her skill 

as a word-smith. rvly thanks also to Peg Colton and 'lill1i Linowitz for their 

help in the Archives. and to those members who remembered anecdotes 

which enliven the historical facts. 

!\dalyn Davis 

Dece mlw r Ei. I ~1~12 

GENESIS 

1922 was ;1 had year for the I >emocrats. The l'arty w;i:c; 111 the doldrn111s_ 
A massive defeat suffered in the 1920 elections still cast its pall. Normalcy 
gripped the nation. assuring that the election of 1924 would again go to the 
Republicans; Democrats \vould offer token resistance. holding their fire for 
a more favorable set of political circumstances. One such circumstance was 
yet to be tested. Theoretically, women of the United States had achieved 
political equality with men in 1920 by gaining the right to vote. But the wrnn;1n 
voter was still barely tolerated. and the caricature of the militant suffragette. 
wide-hatted, volt1111inously skirted cousin lo the redoubtable Emeline P;111k­
hurst. remained ;1 popul;ir stereotype. 

So the year l~:n seemed hardly propitious for ere at ing a Woman's N;1-

tirn1al De11HHT;1tic Club. Yet the idea had been germinating in the minds ()f 
a iew women who saw suffrage as a key to expanding the nilc nf women 
in politics. 

1\ letter, dated July 5, 1922, from J\frs. J. Borden llarri111an (Daisy) to 
Mrs. Thomas Bayard stated that a group of nationally prominent I >emocrat ic 
women had approached her with a proposal to establish such a club in 
Washington, IJ.C. It would be a pioneering effort, and it could be valuable 
to the women of the Democratic National Committee in their work. 

Her Idler rn1tli11ed a plan for renting a suitable hrn1se. ;1t 1u1 lll()re tha11 
$350 a month, to serve as a central headquarters. The ho11se would contain 
dining facilities. a library, a lecture room and a few bedrooms im out-of-town 
members. Annual dues would he $25 for resident members ;111d $10 for 11011-

resident memliers: initiation fees would be $25 and $10. 

On Nm·e111IJer 24. 1922. Mrs. Harriman chaired the first 111ceti11g of an 
organization;d rnmmittee devoted to details nf establishing !ht• club-ways 



<111d 111t:;111s llf fi11:1111·i11g. ;111!1 the ;1pp11i11t111L·nt d ;1 Cllllllllittcc !il S1:l1't'i ;1 Sliit­
aLlc buildi11g. It w;1s ;1grecd tll 111ect weekly ;it l\frs. l1;1rrim:111's lir111sc· until 
pl;111s were rolllplekd. 

Withi11 the IH'l'k. t lic: org;111izat ion co1111nit tee w;1s in full s1rn1g. Tm~nt v­
five hundred letters wcrc sent rn1t soliciting rnelllbership. A c;itegorv of Found­
ers was established-charter members who would contribute :f;JOO in addi­
tio11 to dues.1 The Founders had a rnmlllon bond: they took the privilege 
of voting scri11usly, and they aimed lo lllake the rnte 111e;111ingful f11r their 

own and succeeding generations by expanding political awareness. 

The Club was incorpn1~1ted. with Mrs. Harriman. Mary Scott ·1;111·11sencl 
and .'\ntoinctte Funk as incorporators. i\ Board of ( ;overnors 11·:1s ek:ctcd 
and authorized lo lease or purchase a property at 1724 Eyt· Strl'L:!. Mrs. 
llarri111an 1vas cleded the first president .2 

l'vlrs. Charles S. Hamlin (Bertit:), an eye witness lo the birth of the Club. 

recalls Republican reaction when news of the Club's formation k:1kcd out 
on back pages of the newspapers. The Republicans were partii:ul:1rlv scorn­
ful of the seal, which had been approved unanimously by the Bo:ml. ":\ seal 
with the world on it and ·Democracy' across the middle-how i111practical! 
Is it to be kept in the Smithsonian or in the Treasury vault? Seven million 
majority for the Republicans. and Democrats in debt, and the Club huys a 
seal!" was the chorns. Mrs. Hamlin recalls, "We all had an obsession ;1bo11t 
a seal. and gladly raised a fund ;rn10ng ourselves to have the sc:il cut. It 
was handed about at a meding with reverence, and we all felt i111111enst~ly 

proud.'' 

Ar11011g 11ou-residents who joined the Club during tl1e earl~· part of 192:~ 
was Mrs. franklin ll. lfooscvelt, of Hyde Park. N .Y. 

An invitation was issued to gentlemen to serve as Benefactllrs upon a 
donation of $250, according them the privilege of the Guest Reception Room 
and the Dining lfoom. 

Ou July 9, 1923. the Solicitor of Internal Revenue acknowledged the cer­
tificate of incorporation and the constitution of the Woman's Nation:il 
Democratic Club of Washington. Ile noted that "among the objects are the 
management of a club for liter<iry purposes, mutual improvement and the 
promotion of social interco1rrse among its members.'· On the offici;il reL:ord 

'F11r a list of F"unders. ;;ec !\ppvndix I 
'Tor ~ list of l'residcnts. sec ;\ppendix II 
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the foun1krs ii;1cl pl;111ted ;1 11111dest ;1corn: in their l1carts. with :111 end11ri11g 
faith bolslered l>y praver. they expected a mighty 0;1k to grow. 

By the encl of 1923. the Board of Governors decided to 111ove fnJ111 Eye 
Street to 820 C11111wdirnt Avenue. The new house. across frnm the Army­
Navy Club and ;1rm111d the corner from the American Association of Univer­
sity Women. rn111manded a 1iew of l,;1fayette Park. The monthly rental was 
$JSO . .'\ c<1111111it tt~e sought donations of suitable furnishings. with authority 
to spend up t11 $(i00 for incideutal items. The clubhouse ope11cd on January 

IS. 1924. with a reception to honor the Democratic National Committee. This 
event foretold a supporti1·e relationship between the Club and the National 
C OllUllil ltT. 

\\'(~ekly lunclreo11s with prominent speakers addressing the members 
bega11 in fehru;1ry, 1924. The first speaker was Senator Alva B. Adams, of 
Colorado. In I >ecembcr. the Club hosted friends of Woodrow Wilson who 
gathered to crn11111emorate the anniversary of his birth. The following ye;1r. 
the Club had the honor of laying the first wreath during a Memorial Service 
at Wllodrow Wilsou 's tom I> in the National Cathedral. Th rs n:re111ony would 
be 1~arried out ;1n11t1ally for the next 40 years. Thus the Club paid its respects 
to llllC of the gn:;1t llc111on;1til: presidents and sh()\vcd its :1ffection for Mrs. 
Wilson. ;1 h 11t11rkr and at:! ive rnemlwr. 

THE MISSION 

Beside tl1e front door llf the clubhouse was ;1 fr:1111ed st:1lelllent liy Mrs. 
E111ily Newell Bl:tir. a Founder. reading: "Make the Club ;1 pl;1L·e of toler­
ance, where minds may meet. where we may somcti111e lislen to things i11 
which we do not believe. a pl:tce where we may learn t11 inlll nut our difficul­
ties and hit the rniddle of the road.'· Indeed. frn111 the start. programs ;ind 
activities far excet:ded the limitations irnpliecl in its n:rtific1tc of incnrpo1~1tion. 

The l'rngr;1111 L1J1111nittt~e. giving its first repllrl !11 lilt' Bo;1nl in .1\pril. 
192(1, defined tm> ohjecti1·es: (]) tn present such ;Ill i11tcresling serit:s of sJk::1k­
ers . . nw111hcrs w11uld be filled with pride ;ind enl l111si:1s111 for t lw 11rg:111i­
zation and the public inrprcssed with the signific;111u~ of the Club's political 
position; and (2) !11 present. always affirn1atively, the l>e1111>n:1tic positi1111 
on the great issues of the day, and tu give I >emocr:11ic le:tdcrs the opport11-
nity of speaking to tl1e press and the public over lhL· Uul>'s shoulder. :1s 
it were. Such opportunities were rare. the report :;lated. :111d the 1:onl111it­
tec l>elit•vt•d the Chrh served the l';irty in a v;d11;1hlt· w;1v. 



IJy this time, the Club had gniwn so in stature that an invi1<1t1rn1 t1i ;1d­
dress its meetings was virtually a command performance. The press :ook 
cogniz;ince of Club activities and r;irely was ;i meeting not reported. 

In ;in effort to 111ake the Club tndy n;itional in scope, the Board of Gover­
nors induced rvtrs. l'vlillie risher Cunningh;im, of Texas. former Vice-President 
of the League of Women \'<>ters. to come to W;ishington to take charge nf 
the outreach work. One nf her notable projects. the Training School, began 
during the summer of 1926. The cuniculum covered five courses-l'errnanent 
Club Organization. C;imp;iign l\fachinery, Political Parties. the Feder~il Gnvem­
ment in !\ct inn. and Public Spe;iking. Enrollment was free and open to 
represent;itivcs of any lkn10cratic wornen's club which formed a l"<•o1ier;1-
tive arrangement with the Woman's National I >emocratic Club. Some 011t­
of-town delegates could be housed in the clubhouse free of d1arge f11r ;1 \n~e k · s 
stay in Washington. 

In 1926. The l311/lcli11 w;is launched and quickly tonk hold \Veil written 
and informative, it carried summaries of issues pending in Congress and tl1e 
nation. Its editorials had the spice of verbal cartoons. Each issue assigned 
several p;iges to Club ;ictivities, frequently carried excerpts of speeches made 
by leading Demucr;its. and during carnp;iign years was. literally. ;1 I lc1111 >er.it ic 
carnp;iign document. 

FINANCIAL CLOUDS 

Financing the Club's C1pcrations soon proved [Cl be a vexing prnble111. 
Scarcely a month after incorporation, ;i loan of $5.oon was negotiated with 
the Continental Trust Company, to be guaranteed by three persons accept­
<1ble to the bank. This was the first of m;iny times when the Club was will­
ing to incur debt, ah\~tys wil h a st 1Jhborn confidence t hCJt the risk w;1s justified. 

While 111embership w;1s sl11wlv increasing. fu11draisers prnJ1u:~·d m11d­
est profits. and the Chili rel·eived an income nf $:W per month from the rent:il 
Of <I Smail l"Oillll c1n thC SL'c<llld 01lOf". llle!llbers Worried CClllS!antly ;J!HJll! fin;1n­
cial stabilitv. In Oct11lier. 19~!>. the B11;1nl of c;overiwrs held ;1 spcci:1l mt.:t:t­
i11g lo devise w;1ys ;1lld rnc·;111s 11f ki:cping I he Club 1ipl:n. 1\-lrs. I L1rriman 
;1dvanced a loan of $2,IHHI. and ;1 lllnti11n was passed to ask mc111hcrs to pay 
their 1926 dues in ;1dvance. 

Mrs. Emily Newdl BL1ir. who w;1s :1lso Vice-Chain11;111 of the I l1·11111i:r;1ti1· 
National Co111111itlt'e. ;1uth11rcd ;1 prnpos;tl to tl1c Chairrnan of tl11: C11111111it­
tcc to und<·rwritc the dclit of tlw U11h. Tlw Natinn;il C11n1111ittc,· 1·;111H· t11 

the ll'SUlt:. It ;1ss11111t:d the llub"s dt:ht. ;1greed In p;1v tile re111 r1ir kn 11111nths. 
the ,·11st of printing and cin:ubting ;1 lrnllctin. and the s;tlar>' of ;1 business 
execlltive. As e\·idence nf 11icn1bers' appreciation. <111 invit;ilion w;1s issued 
tn the National Committee to use the cluhhot1s1~ f11r Co1111nittee meetings. 

l'olitic;tlly. till' fnrtunes of the IJenmcratic l'artv were still ;1t a I()\\" ebb. 
with 1ui indications of change in the foreseeable future. But the interest of 
the American \rnm;111 in political matters was growing, aml despite a peril­
ous fin;inci:tl situation the resourceful band of fnunders never dnubtccl their 
;ibility to sur1111J1111t chronic fiscal problems. 

The Chili was here to stay. The question \\'as not wl1etlwr hut ht1w. In­
dccu. the p;1radoxic;tl tl1emcs of political savvy and fin;11H"ial woe lllll like 
a refrain t hrnugh the history nf the Club. frnrn the fledgling d;1vs tn the 70t h 
anrnvcrsan· 1'1-';ir. 

A PER!\1:\NENT 110!\IE 

lkspit1~ 111rn111ti11g bills and overdue rents. tl1c Bo;11d nf C11vcrn11rs w;1s 
011 thl' l11oko11t for ;1 h1111se they could buy. onl' l:1rgc enough to permit tlw 
Club 111 grn1\·. 

The h1111St: ;1t 8~0 Connecticut Avenue proved hopelessly inadequate. 
As l'vlrs. I Lmdin dl'scribed it in inforrml memoirs. it IWiS "a small "Id-fashioned 
house in ;1 very run-down condition. The dining room was sn1all and dark. 
the pantry :1 j11kc. and the kitchen dismal. The Ooor had patches of zinc naibl 
to it to cover lhc rat holes. There was ;i rusty old coal stove. ;1 s111all iron 
sink. and frorn some junk shop a refrigerator \\"as prmltrced. lls follrth leg 
w;is gone and it was propped up by a stick that was tc•n short so it had a 
tipsy appe;ir;111ce. i\ side door opened down a rickety night of \rnodcn slt0 ]lS 

to the ;1llcy lc~1ding to 17th Street ... 

Mrs. l1;111tli11 relates a story about Mr. llcnry Fktd1er. (Ince Cl1airn1;111 
of the Hepuhlic;1ri Naticlflal Committee. who 1Jnwit1i11gly helped !he Club out 
of a minor emlJ;1rr;1ssment. The weekly luncheC111s cost 50 cents. Pennies 
were pinl"l1cd tn nffcr fine meals and the qu;mtities bought ;11l11wed 110 ldtovero;. 
Lundie on w;1s served fro111 t we Ive to two o'clnck. J\t one fift \' < i1ie rainy d;1v 
a devCJted 1ne111lwr appe<ired with a guest. Tlw c1111k whispered. "There's 
one l'gg. ;i picn: of butter, some brc;1d and ;1 c111 of pn111e~- t h;it ·s ;111.' · Tlw 
late-;1rrivi11g 11H:111lwr w;1s ;1ssured that she aml her gtwsl 1:11uld h;1n: a nice 
omdct ;111d d1·ss1:r1--but that it would he a few 111in11tes lwfc1re their lw1ch 
\\';JS 1"<'.;1<1\·. 
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")hurried JJJlo my coal a11d out i11t1> the rain by tl1e allvy" Mrs. ILu1ili11 
relates. "ilncl rushed to the Piggly-Wiggly or1 H Street, purchased the 11cecled 
ingredients. ;rnd, carrying a large p;1per b;ig, bumped into J\lr. Fletcher. lie 
w;is most polite. dl'plored my lal·k of an umbrella. lifted the b;1g ;111d hurried 
along with 1ne Lo the alley e11t r;irll ·e. J\s we approached the ricket ~, stt'ps 
he ;isked me what this place was, and I thanked him warmly for ha\·i11g helped 
provide lund1e<l11 for the \\'i>111;m' s Nat ion; ii !Jemon;1t ic Cl11'11 .. 

The issue of finding a 11ew headquarters came lo a heild \Vlwn t I w <lWllcr 
sold the Cllnnecticul !\venue house. After months of sean:hing. p1 >ndering. 
and t·;1kulating. the propnty ;1t 1S2ti New l1:1111pshire ;\venue. tlw11 kn<lW!l 
as the Wilcox llousc. \\'as selected as adlllirably suited fllr all lll'l·tk 

The lu1use was not only wt.:ll loL"ated; its r11<ltS went back L11 tlw vn1· 
founding of the nation. It was built in 1882 IJ~· Mrs. William C. Whitle111orc 
from Quincy, Massachusetts, daughter of the l?everend llenrv i\da111s. wh11 
was a direct descendant of Henry Adams. of Brain! ree. !Vlassachuset Is; this 
Henry Adams \Vas also the first A111ericil11 ancestor of the 1\dams fa mill'. \\"ell­
known for their political and literary achievements. 

The architect was llarvey Page. Only the best materials were u:;c·cl i11 
construction. The brick came from a small freak deposit of clay in New Jer:;e~· 

never produced since, and which cannot be replaced or matched. The h1111sc 
was one of the first in Washington to be wired for electricity. 

In April. 1927. the Board of Governors voted to p11rchase the propnt y 

for $100,000. The Board was struggling with the problem ()f finding :f;:W.000 
for the down payment when !'Vlrs. J\1;irgaret Meigs quietly spoke up and offered 
to lend the Club the money. i\ contr:wt was signed on April 25. and the Club 
moved to the new home 011 Ma~' 20. 

l\frs. Jlamlin, who had brnken up her W;ishi11gton home sevcr;il years 
earlier and had been living in a hotel. loaned all her furniture to the Cl11li. 
This, with the furnishings from the old house. was s11fiicient Lo equip the 
new house in a d1;1r111ing m;JJmer. Other members also donated \~1lu:1ble items. 

The New \~>rh Sun Jll>ted tlw acquisition with approval: "The new club­
house on New Hampshire Avenue. right in the heilrt of Washingtun·s most 
exclusive rcsiclenti;il secti()n and itself nne nf the finest old homes on the 
street, is the last \\'()rd i11 putti11g 'ritz' inti) pnlitics . . llerc. 1111der high 
ceilings, before clignifil·d 111arlilc fireplaces. in an at111ospile1c ofl11vdv pii11ts. 
ilntiques ;iml ;ill-tlw 'l;irly politi1·i;111s' of the p;1rtv will 11iee1 to s11'a1· the 
destinies nf ;1 natinn.· · 

.'\t l1111g l;1,;t ;1 1wr111am:nl llC'adquartt·rs IJl'c;111w ;1 rt:alitv. 11·ith 1111 1·1111-
cern c:o;u·pt !11 r;1i:;t· ;111otlwr :f80,001l t<l p;1y off tile 1nortg:1.l!t'. 

Bv 1928, till' lh1h's fin;111c:es improved whc11 tlw l11all adv;mt·cd hy Mrs. 
l\kigs was p:1id. ;u1d a gift of $1:!.000 frorn the lkn1wr;1tic N;1tio11;il Con1-
mil tee permit I cd a pay men! of $10.000 011 the mortgage. B 11 t the ddi;1de 
1>f tile 1928 election brought hard times to the National Cll111111ittee. which 
cc 1tild no l()1tg<·r ;1fford to rent offin·s or storage spat'c. The Club Jlladt: sp:1t-e 
in the cellar of the new house to store tht: recllrds of the l<>llllllittee for 
three ~-ears. a11d thus was able. in small p;irt. tn rqJa\" the c:irlier contrih11-
tions of lle1non;1tic: Parlv ''angels." 

Fin;1wi;il ups a11d downs c·onl i11ued to pl;1gu,· t lie Uub. E VL'J")" Bo;11d :11lll 
111emliership meeting devnted major discussion to operat111g expenses and 

nptions. 

Finally, latt: in 1929. an elaborate progr:1111 was adnptecl t11 sell liomb 
at a low rate of inl<:'n~st, since, ;iccording to the Cl uh ch;1rter. stock could 

not be sold. A nationwide campaign was organized. but the Chili !tad to bm­
row $250 frnm two of its members for the down payment to the printer lo 

print the bonds. /\fter sever;il attempts to promote sale:;, the project was 

finally shelved. 

The Club sent a delegation to the 1932 convention in Cltic1go, carrying 
planks for the rnnsideration of the Platfllrm Committee. The most notable 
reveals whilt proved to be an ernbarrilssing lack of partisan prescience-· 'a 

six-year term f"r !'resident who would not be allowed tn s111·nTd himself''!! 

THE ROOSEVELT YEARS 

The Club greeted the new Democratic Administration with a reception 
fur Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and a luncheon for the Df'rnocratic wnnicn 

m Congress. 

The New Deal was like a magnet. bringing in outstanding nat ion;tl p()lit­
ical figures, acarlemics, economists. ;ind ad mini st rative ex pc rt s. The C lull 
became il prime sounding board for their ideas. Projects which were rapidly 
being woven into the tapestry of the New Deal were aired at Club meetings 
and reported to the press. Editors and politicil cmrespnmknts frequently 
appeared ;is guc:;t speakers. 

(\ recuning problem \\~Is the overcrowding of tlw dining f;ii:ilities at h111cl1-
eons. After s< >nw discussion about engilging an outside hall or restaurant. 

11 



it was decided that all affairs shot1ld be held at the Club. with mernlwrs li111ited 
In three n1m-rncrnher guests. 

With a l>cmocrat in the \Vhite llot1se. the Club's new p;1L·e t·ased the 
financial strain. But one ;wt ion by the new administration caused 111wxpect­
ecl distress. i\lrnost $4.000, set aside to pi!y taxes and interest and to pub­
lish The Bulll'fi11. were frozen when the District National Bank failed to open 
after the bank holiday of March, 19:!3. Acting on legal advice, the Club par­
ticipated in the reorganization of the bank by subscribing to new stnck. thereby 
releasing 55'~j1 of its deposits. 

During this perind. The n11llc/111 became known as the De111ocr11/1c !Ji­
gi:st and was taken n\'er by the Democratic National Committee. The Club 
regretted the loss but recognized that the publication could serve a wider 
purpose as an orgiln of the Partv. The Nation;il Committee reservt:d a page 
for Club activities, ;md asked the Club to provide hospitality for I lemrn:rats 
visiting Washington. 

During the spring of 1936, in preparatinn for the coming p()lit ic;d cun­
paign, classes on the New Deal were arranged to provide niernbers with 
facts to counter the prevailing misstatements. For those members wh<1 had 
begun to prefer a more passive mission, the Board of Governors organized 
a program to explain the historic role of the Club in supporting the Democratic 
Party. The Club sent its President to the Democratic convention in l'liiladclphia 
and hosted the luncheon of the Affiliated Clubs? thus reaffirming the \VNllC 
as an activist Democratic organization. 

The deepening sh;idow of World War II brought a stre;im of speakers 
examining every aspect of U.S. policy in the event of war in Europe. \Vhile 
international events claimed attention domestic affairs were by no means 
neglected. Since the early days of the New Deal speakers had used the Club's 
platform to test new ideas; now they reported on achievements. But not 
all activities were devoted to such serious concerns. Teas and parties con­
tinued to brighten the social calend;ir, and a series of book reviews brought 
some relaxation from the tension of impending world connict. 

A highlight of 1939 was the Fourth Conference nf the Woman's National 
Democratic Club and Affiliated Clubs. Approximately 300 deleg;ites from 25 
states were registered at the Conference which included a White l1011se tea. 

'Clubs org~nizcJ hy l>en111c1~1llc w11111e111Jutsidc the \\";1shingt1>11 ;1n·;1. 1111111lwring :il1111•q Hill. 

They p~id ~n1111;1l dues 11f $S.OO '" IH' ~ffili;1kd with WNDC 

a festive lund1e11!1, a visit to Congress, and a banquet at the Shoreham llotel. 
A delegate's food expenses ranged from sixty <ents for the luncheon to $2 .50 
for the banquet. 

When the l~U~l-1940 season opened. war had begun in Europe. l\frs. 
Roosevelt· s Den11 >era tic Women's Day address from the clubhouse w~1s broad­
cast by all three networks. The September 27th (l;ite commemorated the 
day in 1919 when the Democratic National Committee, ;inticipating ratifica­
tion of the Woman Suffrage Amendment, voted to admit women to mem­
bership. That action preceded ratification by almost a full ye;ir. The tradition 
of Democratic Women's Day as a fund-raiser for the National Committee 
was established by Mrs. Roosevelt, and two-thirds of the proceeds from 
events planned for the day were turned over to the Commit tee. 

!\t the first dinner of the fall season, Mrs. ffoosevelt mged the nation 
to set an example ·'to which it can point with pride ... · · Many members 
opposed intervention, agreeing with an address by Senator Walsh of Mas­
saclnrsetts th;1L ·'people are united in their determination to stay out of for­
eign wars." Cl1a111pions of isolation, neutrality, and intervention alike accepted 
invit;1tio11s to plead their causes at the Club. 

Spurts of politi1:s as usual helped to rt.:lieve war anxiety. As the Natiord 
Convention apprnachcd. disagreement flourished over the possibility of ;m 
unprecedented third term for Franklin D. Hoosevelt. 

l>espik the g;1t he ring nwmentum of hostilities. soci;d events u mt i111wd 
to raise rrnirwy for the mortgage and other expt'llSl'S. ;\t tht: annual Spring 
Fete, a fashion show was highlighted by a Parade of States comprising young 
ladies in outfits symbolizing each state's major activity or historical event. 
This gratifying financial suCL"ess won nationwide publicity. 

Continuing controversy over the proper role oi America in the world 
was echoed by a minor internal controversy over the election of the Club 
President in l!M I. The rebellion w;1s short-lived. but the irll'ident L·aused 
a needed change in the by-laws controlling the elect ion of officers. Other 
changes made cluirmcn of standing committees voting mernbers of the Board 
and provided fllr the election of ;i Nominating Commit11•e Ii\· thl' membership. 

The big fund-raising event in May, 1941 was a l 1an 1\r11L·rican Fiesta ;1t 
the Shorehar11 I lotel which enjoyed the cnllabor;1tion of every one of our sis­
ter repul>lii:s. \V;ilter Pidgeon as Master of Cercr111>niPs. the cre;1m ()f thl' 
diplomatic Cllrps, and a thousand p;1ying guests. The FicsL1 won pL1ll!lits 
for the Cluh ;ind encouraged it in later yc;irs to ir11it;1te show lrnsincss 011 



an ever greater scale. l'l1t1tog1~1phs covered two pages in 7Jie IH11111m ·s 1/01111: 

Com pa 11i1111. 

Throughout EJ41 the Club"s activities related to defense were ;1l'<"eler­
ated. Members signed up for nutrition, first aid, air raid precautions, the 
Red Cross Blood Bank, and sewing and knitting. They <1rranged Sunday din­
ners at home for servicemen and volunteered to assist in clerical work and 
transportation for civilian war workers. 

In 1942 the Club agreed to raise $3,500 for the Soldiers, Sailors and 
fVlarines Club. When members were informed thi!t 300 boys were turned 
away every Frid<1y night. it increased the contribution to $5,000, even though 
its own financial house was not ~1et in order. The Club had incre;ised its resi­
dents from eight to eleven. The three additional nccuµants added $127.50 
a month in rental income. but this amount, which included their hoard, shows 
that patriotism and not profit inspired the arrangement. 

Rezoning of the clubhouse neighborhood brought an tmexpccted lwad­
ache. The property was reV'dlued and the assessment jumped fro111 $58,540 

to $250,000! The founders were financial innocents who never considered 
the possible pitfalls of property ownership. But it is safe to s;1y that even 
if they had been forewarned, they would not have been deterred. 

While a degree of normalcy kept luncheon prices at seventy-five cents 
and dinner ill $1.50, OPA rationing was irksome. Other wartime incon­
veniences included sweeping with a broom and ironing by hand while the 
vacuum cleaner and the ironing machine awaited repairs. 

Three seµarate offers were received to purchase the clubhouse. the 
highest for $150.000. The b1>ard rejected them, determined tn hold its v;ilu­
able property and raise nu>ney to p;iy off the mortgage. 

With the increasi11g pace of the war and of civilian defense responsibili­
ties, the business nf st;iffing and operating the Club hecan1e !llore difficult. 
Always. in the past. the financial rain clouds had lifted miraculo11sly lo reveal 
p;itches rif silver lining. i\crnrdingly, in 1943, the British Servin· Club, with 
a membership of 250. offered to lease the clubhouse and run it fort wo years 
for a lump sum uf $20,000. Clul.J members would have the use uf the dining 
fO(JlllS on tvlondays and fur dinners on the first or third Thursday of each 
month. Tl1e terms. as 011e 111ernber put it. perlllitted the Club to have its 
cake C1nd eat it too, although some refr~rred to the arrangc111c11t as ·"the in­
vasion." On June 22. the building \WIS turned over to the British Sefl.'ice 
1·1,,i, "'i1l1 ;1 •s1·k•1J11i1w p·,·1·ptill11 f"r rlffin:rs ;rnd wives. 

The li1JJiL1li()JJ llf t·lubl1llllSL' usl'. 111eant tl1;1t till" w;1r St:rv1n:s project~; 
had tu be condul"lcd elsewhere. l\lcmbers set ;1sick room i11 their homes 
where sewing 111:1d1i11t:s whirred, knitting needles clicked, ;111d garments for 
the \Var Adivitics Crn11111ittee piled up. The Club's lllnnthly party for en­
listed men had ;1 new ambi;mce at the USO quarters in the old Belasco Thl'.­
;1t re. Monthly prograrns of films. l ravelogues or lllUsical performances 
cnkrtained wounded servicemen at \N:ilter Reed hospital. 

The Brit isli lease 1:nabled the Club to reduce its 111urlg;1ge tn :i;:w.ooo. 
whid1 the Union Trust of Pittsburgh held at 4'Vr). In late 1943. the I<iggs Na­
tion;il Bank offered to refinance the loan at :3"lr1. The ()ffer was no sooner 
an:epted th;111 ;1 snag was discovered. In g()()d faith the Ch1h had assured 
the Riggs Bai 1k t l1at I he mortgage was the only lic11 against the property. 
C lllllµlctely forgot te11 was the $150,000 in bonds which had been printed but 
11evcr sold. The bonds. dated to run until 1990, had been cleposited in the 
defunct District Bank and there was a record tn that effect. The Club, how­
ever. had rern11w·d the bonds from the bank and, having bet'll instructed to 
do sci. 011e 11f the 111c1111Jers burned them in her furnace witho11t any witness 
tu the act. Lwki11g legal proof that the bonds 111 J longer existed, the bond 
issue was rL·g;1rrlecl as a second mortgage in the amount of $150.000. 

Forlun;1tdy. tile officers of the l~iggs Bank understo11d the guileless­
ness of this oversight. With the cooperation of the Pittslmrgh bank and adroit. 
negotiations t·anicd out by l<iggs. the matter \.,,~is settled. The greatly reduced 
mortgage payment enabled the Club tn concentrate its energies on the war 

effort. 

The four! 11 inaugural ion of Franklin ll. lfooscvelt w;is celehr;1tt~d with 
a dinner honoring the new Democratic women lkprl'sent;1tives in Congress. 
and a tea in honor of Mrs. lfoosevelt and the members of th1~ Wo111e11's 
Dem1xrati.: 11rg;1nizati11ns assembled in \V;1shinglc111 f!lr the Inaugural 

Cercmrn1y. 

THE TRUMAN YEARS 

l'rcsidc11t l~ouscvclt"s sudden death 11111\pril l~. EJ.-1:, sh11t:kcd tl1c' UulJ. 
In a resolution ;1 few days later, the 111e111hcrs paid tribute to the late Chid, 
and in another 1111 the same day designated /\pril lh as Eleanor l~rnisevclt 
Dav. The Ch1h wrote to President Trum;111 assuring him 11f support, and its 
annual repurt pledged to "dc:dicate ourselw:s t11 tlw furllwranci_· ;111d reali­
zation of the great purpose of our late l'resirlt:11t to at:l1icvc a w1ldd org;1ni­
zation for peace.'' 

1 r. 



Tlie first gab ;df;iir ;1fkr lite \var had lite aura of a vi1:t1>ry 1·d1:1Jr;1ti1>11. 
!\ dinner was planned ;11 the Club on Democratic Wrnnen's 1 Ja1· ti> honor 
11vlrs. Tnm1an, but tltl' nood ()f ]!)() reservations forced ;1 IlHl\'(' (() the 
l\faynmver I Intel. 

111 Ft:bruary l~H6. the British terminated their lease. The board l()1Jked 
for another ideal tenant hut ruled out all the likely prospects as 1111desirable. 
By a large majority. lllembers voted to return the Club to its miginal pur­
pose and to redecoralL' aJJd refurbish the building. This was acrnmplished 
largely by donations. but a series of benefits helped finance the renovations. 
Bedrooms were available to members for a lllaximum of I wo weE:ks. The 
grounds. which had tu med into a ''jungle'· during the war ye;irs. required 
many months of devotion and hard work. including mixing relllent 111 a dish­
pan by h;ind, lo create a handsome setting. 

A Legislative Committee was set up in the spring of 1947 to serve as 
liaison between the Club and the Dernocr.Hic National Committee. Legal ad­
vice assured the Club it could state a position on legislation without registering 
as a lobbying group. 

During the fall uf 1947 the remaining $10,000 was paid off 1111 t lie mort­
gage. No triumphal ceremony marked this achievement; the 11011! was sim­
ply waved aloft and tom into pieces at a regularly scheduled lunclwon meeting. 
It was whispered th;it :1n angel who requested anonymity had gi\'f'.ll h;ilf the 
final p;iyment. 

The financial respite was short-lived. i\ new hurdle appearl'd when an 
inspection of the premises disclosed violations of District of Colu111iba fire 
regul;itions. An outf;iy of $10,000 would be required to comply with the code. 
and needed repair of the roof added another $15,000 in potential indebted­
ness. The faint of heart suggested selling the Club, but stronger minds 
prevailed and the mot ion died 

Dismayed. but 1mc1lwed. by this endless succession of uises. Clt1b n1em­
bers energetically engaged in one money-raising project after another. At 
the same time the programs. the educational work and the prestigious so­
cial affairs continued unabated. rvtrs. Roosevelt attracted nationwide atten­
tion to the Club with an article in the Ladies Home ]nunwl saying that the 
Roosevelt cookie recipe could he obtained from the Wi llllan 's Nat ion al 
Democr.1t ic Club. OJJe hundred and ten requests were rccei\·cd _ 

Elation greeted llarry Tn1111an's election in 1948. The Club lu11kl'cl for­
ward to four more years of l>eniocratic rule. The internal strife of the earl~· 
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f<>rltes ;111d tilt' tu1:;i111is t';iused by litL' w;i1· li;1d f;;dcd, :ii!d the Club w:1s wurk­
ing together witl1 a 1ww spirit. reOectecl in a surging optimism ;1s the melll­
bers prepared tu llleet new challenges at mid-century. 

1949 was ;1 IJ;1nner year fm the Clt1h financially. For the first lune i11 n 
years. tlw Clttb 1ipe1~1tt>d in the black./\ gala fashion show fl'aluring the spring 
rnllectirn1 of tltt· American designer. Nettie Rose11slt'in. raised $~.284 for 
the building fund, t lte largest sum yet realized from a single event. The crowd 
in the main hallr11<>lll of the M;1yflower Hotel spilled over intn ;111 adjoining 
room. 

.'\ 1ear bit'!. !'resident and l'vlrs. Truman were guests of honor al a gal;1 
dinner. again in the Maynower ballroom. The affair. reported by TIME maga­
zine. resembled ;111 eledinn celebration as !'resident Truman filled the gap 
bet ween cni1rst'.s by announcing returns from across the country, including 
the victon· nvL·rJohn Foster Dulles which sent llerhcrt Ldmi:m t1J the Se11;1fe. 

KEEPIN<; THE FAITH 

The elect i1111 of 1 >wight Eisenhower enclecl I wenty year~ with a De1nou-;1t 
111 the White l louse. Nevertheless. the Club continucd to prosper. Hesidenl 
membership dues rose to $40 and still the membership grew. increasing by 
211 between N()vernher. 19S2 and May. 1!1S4. when the total membership 
numbered 81)11. 

As us11;1I, :it:11vities in the fall of 1!153 began with the observance of 
De111ncratic W()1nen's I >ay. The drawing card was /\dlai Stevenson. just 
returned from a six 111011th world tour to report his findings to President Eisen­
hower. llis first public appearance was at the Club. where crowds lined up 
on the steps. hoping for ;in opportunity to squeeze into the throng of fi(l(l 

that packed the dubhouse to greet him. 

C riticislll of the Eisenhower Ad1{1inistrat ion was growing sharper. 
Histori;in Gerald Johnson. addressing a dinner, castigated the Republicans 
for their reckless dissipation of the "prestige slowly and painfully accun111-
lated by the llnited States through the twenty terrific years from 1932 to 
1952." Sen;itllr l'aul Dougl;is warned of dangers implicit in the policy of retalia­
tory use of atornic weapons enunciated by Secretary of State Dulles. Noted 
in the ;iudience on that occasion was the wife of a new Democratic Senator. 
"ynung. viv;tei1 lllS brnnette, Mrs. John Kennedy.·' 

The l.A:gislative Colllmittee volunteered to assist the regular staff of the 
Democratic National Committee in research and related assignments fnr the 
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upcoming lllid-ten11 elections. Tl1e 1Jcm1icT11/ic Digest went nr1 s;tlc ;1t 11(·ws­
stands as the first frankly political, partisan magazine published by a major 
Party. The Club Inst its special page but received occasional coverage. Again. 
the Club membership was tapped by the Party when l\frs. Katie L()11d1hei111 
became Director of \Vomen's Activities of the Democratic National Corn­
mittee, succeeding Mrs. India Edwards, who had been acti\·e in f1>steri11g 
a close relationship between WNDC and the DNC. 

The mcijnr fund raising event in 1954 was an All-States Bazaar. with the 
theme "Made in America." To accommodate booths for every stale. all the 
furniture was moved In the third noor attic. Offerings r<Jnged from a 700-pnund 
Aberdeen Angus bull calf. donated by Senator Albert Gore. Sr .. to fe;1thered 
bird earrings. The calf w;1s auctioned nff in absentia bv the !Inn S;1111 Rav­
burn for $5~5. 

The space problem at lund1eon meetings was becoming serious. :\ peren­
nial game weighed the wisdom of seeking a larger. more modern fa1:ility ag;1in~1 
expanding and renovating the existing property. In the summer of 1955. the 
kitchen WJS modernized with new equipment and a sound-proof pantry lo 
eliminate the annoying clatter of dishes during speaker programs 

A novel idea for the annual fund-r.iising fashion show in 19!1G was a rnock 
convention to nominate a dark horse. The candidate w<is whimsically promoted 
as ''Jenny the donkey'' on nyers, posters and letterheads. The real-life Jenny. 
elected by secret ballot, was past President Ann Chapman. The show, with 
a script by Katie Louchheim and Christine Sadler Coe. netted :f,7,500 and 
won national media coverage of all its typical convention trappings-lmrners. 
balloons, songs, slogans, and oratory. One of "Jenny's" election promises 
was to ''emulate the standards set by men-therefore ... I choose a cabi­
net composed of eight women and one man.'· The show was repeated in 
May for the Demllcr.1tic National Committee. and again at the Chic;igo Con­
vent ion. 

The reelection of !'resident Eisenhower did not slllw Club activities. 1\11 

expanding world view was reflected in the programs. Social events were 
planned for the enjoyment of members and to raise money for day-lo-day 
operations and the building fund. 111 the spring of 1957, the Club tnok a block 
of scats at the Nat ion al The at re for the opening performance oi "Ziegfeld 
Follies." slaning f3e;i Lillie. 1\t ;1 post-I heater champagne pa1iy in t h1· resplen­
dently decorated clubhouse. the guests included Billie Burke. widow of 
Florenz Zeigfeld. who had first produced the Follies half a crnt ury earlier. 

Just as c1111ct~rns of the larger populace were rellecleJ i11 the prugra111s 
and activitit'.S of the Club, internal policies were influenced by changes in 
contemporciry attitudes. With integration of schools and public places com­

manding national atte11tion, some members urged the Club lo take a defi­
nite st;rnd regarding ;idmission to membership. In L95S the Bo;ird h;1d approved 

a ballot which included the first black woman, defeating a motion to post­
pone the ballot. During the next few years, intermittent attempts were made 
through the parliamentary process to limit membership. /\t the same time. 
the ''space committee'' was trying to resolve the problem of overtaxed fa­
cilities and one of its recommendations resulted in temporarily closing the 
membership. There were protests from members who believed the space 
problem was a specious rJtionale. and who were determined to maintain the 
integrity of the Chib ;1s a significant Democratic organization. After a series 
of conferences i11 the summer of 1959. the Bo;ird appro\·ed reopening 11ie1i1-
bership with reassuring unanimity. 

The q11estio11 11f membership crite1i;i persisted. ;\t the last Board meeting 
of 1960, the Membership Committee was asked to study the question. and 
its report a month l;iter affirmed that members should be accepted solely 
on their potential cont1ibution to the aims of the Club. The Board's approval 
ended a period of reappraisal from which the Club emerged more keenly 
aware that the strength of a club. like a nation. grows out of its dedication 
to democratic principles and ideals. 

The memlwrship t·ont inuecl to grow. reaching I .:Wll I 1~' the end of I lit:· 
year. 

Democratic presidential nominee John F. Kennedy found the time i11 his 
busy 1960 campaign schedule to speak at a luncheon. explaining to Club presi­
dent Connie Casey that he did so because of his ''high regard for the Wom­
;rn's N;itional Democratic Club." 

DEMOCRATIC RENAISSANCE 

!'resident Kennedy's \'idury heralded a perill(l of exi:itcrnent. Men and 
women attracted tn the New Frontier and the dynamic young !'resident were 

soon appearing at Club functions. Once again, after a lapse of eight years. 
the Club w;1s a sounding hoard and forum for innovative irle:1s and pb11s. 

/\ "SalulL' to the Aris." held at the l\fayllowcr i11 llw spring oi l~Hil. 

with over 1,0IHl in attendance, was a departme fn1111 the usual f11nd-r;1isi11g 
fashion show. Tlw National Symphony, the \V;1shinglrn1 lbllet. t lw l\lo11t 
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gomery County Arts Center, and other l()cal cultural groups rcst:rvL'cl Lt­
bles. There were valuable door prizes, and each guest received a mi11i;1t 11re 
orchid. The affair was a great success, with a profit of $:>.222. 

!\highlight nf 196:l w;is the IV!arch 28 All States Bazaar, which grossed 
over $18,000. Co-Chairs Marian D1iver and President Peggy Mann were suc­
cessful in obtaining interesting articles from almost every state. Rootlts were 
arranged to display thelll under state banners, as well as an All-Nations booth 
featuring exotic gifts from foreign countries. Among the unsold itellls was 
a buffalo coat. i\frs. Mann offered to buy it for $100 but the Board voted 
to give it to her in appreciation of the pirnics and squ;ire dances sl1c had 
hosted for new nwrnbers at · 'lfockbnds.'' her beautifully restored 1870 farm­

house in Maryland 

In 1963. Mrs. llallllin notified the Club that she would like to sell the 
furniture which had been on loan since 1927. Sloan's Auction House appr;1ised 
the pieces at $1,689, and the Club gladly paid the asking price. 1\ few years 
later, the Curator of the Smithsonian Institution was a guest in the Club and 

judged the pieces to be authentic Empire. He requested the loan of some 
of the pieces for a White House reception. Mrs. Leon Keyserling. Club Presi­
dent at that time, suggested gently that he look more closely, but he in­
sisted, "Oh, there's no doubt about it." It then fell to Mrs. Keyserling to 
inform the gentleman that their provenance was known and they were. in 
fact, the late 19th century work of an exceptionally skilled cabinet maker. 
The Curator received the news with good grace and reiter.1ted his ;id111iration. 

The library 011 the second floor, with shelves and newly restored furni­
ture, was ;mother significant acquisition. A 13oard motion to na!lle the library 
for Mrs. Helen Van Allen in recognition of her dedicated service as club man­
ager for so many years was vetoed by that modest lady herself. It was later 
decided that the library would be named for Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 

As a part of the 011-gning renov;ition. window air-cnnditio11ers were in­
stalled in the di11ing room ;md on the second floor. When making reserva­
tions, members could state their preference for seating near or far from the 
;iir-conditioning units. In spite of that freedom of choice. the 1111its were of­
ten turned off by those sitting 11earby. Eventually, the problem was alleviated 
by moving the units to the top of the windows. 

011e "i111provcrnc11t'' considered at tlw height of the civil cld1:11se scare 
was a bomb shelter. J\fter obtaining an estim<.1te of $14,000 to co11st ruct ;1 
shelter for 150 people in the basement, the Board first postpo11ed t lie pro­
posal and then allowed it lo die a natural death. 

The ;1L u JI 11pli:-;J11ncnt s of the l\.l'llllL:dy 1\dminist r;1t io11 pre< icn1picd Uuli 
luncheons. I I< 1( c1 inten1por;1n· topics were ;1ddressecl by J\verell llarriman 
(llJ nude;ir test h;111 negotiations. f~()IJert Kennedy 011 civil rights. and T<:d 
SClrensen rHJ prl'sidc·11ti;il dei·ision making. l'res;iging thl' diffinrlt decadl' lo 
come. f!lrmcr \iiet11;1m .t\111h;1ssador Tran Van Cln1rn1g spoke· on "Vict11;1111-
Where;· · l'vlrs. ( lrvillc Freeman. wife of the Sent'lary !If i\gri(ttlture and 
(then and 11Cl\\") ;in adivc \VNl>C member. d1ose as her s11hiect. ··1~11ssi;111 

Wheat. \\(1111e11 :111d \·h~e Ones." Mrs. Freerna11·s t;ilk was included in a kit 
sent (11 the .'\ffiliatcd Clulis as an ;iid t1r their pnigr;1111 planning. 

Tw() 1·1J11tr<rh·r:-;i;d spe;1kers Wl're f;rnwd ;wtn·ss lit-kn IL1vcs, known 
as ;i st;1u11d1 f<cp11hli1·a11. and "Lil t\lrncr" cartt1!lllist :\I C1pp. wht1 billed 
th1: Cl11iJ ~111 fnr 1·xpenscs. FolltJwing these incidents. I ill" Club defined its 
spe:tker p1ilin·: ;tll prospedivc speakers miulcl be suhjc1·t to Bo;ml approval 
:111d 1111 p;1v11w111 w<1uld iil' offered. 

I lt·111<i,-r;11i1· \\',rnll"n·s J J;1y \\·;1s a smashing stw<·,;ss i11 l~lh:l. Five ln111-

drcd tii:kl'ls wc:IL' s!lld for the OctCllwr ]()opening night !If the \Vashington 
Ballet. f1illmH:d b\ ;1 ('h;11npagne supper at the C111b. l'vlrs. John F. Kennedy 
:md L1dy Bird Johnson were guests. Over three hundred pers()ns enjoyed 
d1a111p;1g1w (d1r11:1lt'dJ. smt1ked turkey. Smithfield h;1111, a11d l·;wiar--all for 

t lte addititJn;il price t1f $1 .'.ill per person! The evening cleared over $1 .800, 
and two-thirds 11f this prnfit was turned over lo the \Vt1111en's Division of the 
ll1.·11Hicr;1tic N;1ti1r11;tl (0111111ittce in keeping with the practi<'l' for this tradi­
ti<111;il 11:111\" f1111d r;1ist·1. <·st;1lilislwd hv l'vlrs. H11<1scvl'lt i11 l~H7 

l'vlc111licrs sh;1red tltL' 11;1ti<111·s shock a11d lt()iT<>r ;1t the lle\\·s of the as­
s;1ssi11ati()11 trf l1rcside11t Kl~rmedy. Mess<.1ges W<~re written to Mrs. Kc1111e­
dy ;111d l'resicll'lll JohnsCln. J\ Memorial service was lie Id 1 in llecember ~. 
whe11 Mrs. llale Boggs and Arthur Schlesinger. Jr. eulogized the slain Presi­
dent. The v\iicc n( 1\rneriGt taped the proceedings a11cl rnade the tape avail­
able ttJ rner11lwrs ;1t a srllall cost. and a spet"ial issue of th1~ WN/JC Nl:IVS 
printed thC' S('\"(·fl p;1ge transcript. J\11 other meetings \\'t:r<' Gtlll"t~lled for lite 
offici;1J peri<1d <1f 11tc>urni11g. l'vlembcrs volu11tc1·n·d t11 lwlp ;111swcr tlw v:1st 
011tpnuri11g "f 111;1il S(·ttl (11 l\frs. KetllH.~th·. 

l'residc11t j<1lt11so11 ap111ii11ted three <if tltc Llt1!J"s lt_.;1dcrs t1i i111porl:1nt 
posts i11 l1is 111·\1' ;11hni11istratin11: l\frs. l\t~\'scrling, ;1s I lirl'dor 11f tlw \\10111· 
1~11·s B1m:;111 of I lie I lt·partnwnt <1f Ltl111r: Mrs. l11di;1 Ed1\·;1rds. ;is Spcci:d 
/\ssist;111t 111 tl1c Senet;1n· of Labor for )·ii11th E111plm·111,·11t: :1ml Mrs. B:1r­
b;ir;i Bollin.g. ;1s .1\ssistant Chief of Protm:ol. 
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Tlic Cll1li WC"k11111cd i\11,;_ l.v11d1111 J11l111s1111 witl1 ;1 11·,·1·pt11111 i11 1\Lir,·!1. 

with :i17 11w111lwrs :llld guests attending. 

Till' l~lfj.J spring 1·\·1:llt w;1s till' lljl1'.J1i11g perfonn;11ll:c <1f tl1t: Vic1111;1 l.ipiz­

i'.<111er I Jr,rse:". Tlw Cluh reserver.I ;ind S()ld 4.lfHJ llf the :i.ooo st·:1h ;;t tl1t: 

W:ishingt1m C<llisl'Jllll fllr ;1 gr;111d prllfit llf $2.'i.OOfJ. Ork 111cmher ;ilrnw r:1ised 

$1.000 tu provide free tickets f11r -WO children. L1dy Bird ;111d I.) 11da l\inl 
Johnso11 were a111u11g tl1c guests. \(,ung Club members ushered i11 11"hi!c t'Ve-

11ing dresses ;111d reel shllulder s;ishes. The .i\usl ria11 Embassy hostl'd a fH 1st­

theater part)· for IJ()\ s1";1t patrons. while others atte11clcd a suppn ;1t tlw 

/ldavtl<1wer. 

The Uub·s fi11;111n:s wcrl' now Ill C\<'cllent sh;ipe. Frn:d frc1111 tlw hur­

dc111,f a 111ortg;1ge p;1y111ent. and realizing incrc:hecl rewml<' frt1111 111t:111lll'1 

dues. lunchl'111l ;md dinner reservations. and a succession "f s11c·q:ssf1il f1111d 
raisers. the treasury showed a welcome surplus. The finan,:c C < '111111it te<: 

reported in Odoher 1%4. that the gener-;il savings fund h;1d grnw11 t1 I s:i:,,%~: 

the building fund to $1fiA5:1: and the retirement fund to $--l!i.2iU Till' J;ist 

had been established in the late 1050's for the benefit of ernpl<lVtTS with 
ten years minimum service who had reache<i the age of 6:-i. ;\n i11iti;il invest­
ment of $5,000 w;is m;ide. with the provision that $:-i.()()(l w11uld lw tr;111s 

ferred and invested each )'ear 1mtil the interest W1Juld p;1\· for llw ,·111pl11rn· 
rctire111ent benefits .. i\11 ;1111111;d ;issessrrwnt llf $2.00 per 1rn·111ht·1· ;111g11w11-

ted this fund. 

BURSTIN<; AT THE SEAMS 

With li111ited dini11g fat:ilities. the l·nr1st;111t crowds ;1t Club f1111<:11<111s IJe­

l:ame an ernbrassme11t <1f riches. Spe<:ial events were profitable. but tl1e er 1st 
of hotels was golJIJli11g up thl' profits. Cluh leaders realizt.:cl ll1;1t ;1 sol11tio11 

to the sp;we proble111 11111st IH· fr,1111d. 

1\ l\_·nm1w11t l\uilrli11g Ct1111111ittt·t~. n;111wd t1J stud\· the pn,hl1:111. r1:dt1l:ed 

the opti1111s t11 thwL': vril;irgt; the prt.:sc111 building. k;1r d11wn till: prese11t 

building and construct ;111other 1111 the sarne site. or sell the building ;1llll m<1\•e 

to a1rnther l11c;itirn1. 

Till: Clllllllliltec !\cpl ih t·yt: 1111 the l\\"<J ;1djace11t hrn1st:S--<1111· 1111 Nl'\\ 

I lanipshire !\venue ;111d <lllc 011 0 Street. lnit the 1Jw11crs. tl1t· Swc<·rw\· 
brothers. hoping to irnkc a cle;d \\·ith the Dupont Pl;iz;1 llotcl. rdrnffed the 
comrnittee's overtun:s. Finallv. in Jlllw. 19tiS. wlwn thl' 11pl'ning of the 

\\';1sl1i11.L'.l"11 llilt"11111;1d1: ,·11i:1r.L:111g till' I l11p<l11I l'L1z;1 ;111111ilikt·i1· li11s1111·~;-; 1·1·11-
tun:. tire lm1tlll'rs t'1,nt;1t"tcd the Uull. 

The l\c1;ircl of Covern11rs authorized the Buildi11g Clllllllliltcc !<1 reL1i11 
"such legal, tcd111i,·;1I, fim11cial. or rc;tl estate ,-,,unscl ;1s tl1c\" dt;crn appn1pri­

ate \ll ;1dvisl' \1·ith rcsped to the <ll:quisition oi the Swec11cv pr<1pert\ and 

tl1c fi11;1Jlu11g ;111d rt:111"deli11g thereof ;111d suc·h ll\hcr ;1ssist;111u· ;1s thcv m;1y 

rl'q11irc. Expt·11ditu1c ior sud1 p11rp<1st•s shall 11ot t:\l"l:t:d :J;S.rnHl." 

The n:c<H11111c11ded ·'lies! use'· made by 11nc 11f tl1e ,·t111strll;111fs w;is lo 

lc:rr d1JWll the clubhouse ;rnd co11sln1d a nine-story IJ11ildi11g with rented o(fin: 

sp;il·c aho\"t: !Ill: third fl1Jt1r. Sincl' the objective w;1s Ill act·onimod;itt: n1e111-
hcrs ;111d not 111 1:11g;1gc i11 C<11111nt:r,·i;d cnll·rpris1·. this n·,·011111ll'lllL1ti1111 
n:ccin:d shlll t shrift. 

( >11 Feliruary :1. l~Hiti the !'resident t·;tllcrl ;i sp1·1·i;tl 111<·111liership 111,:ct­

ing to \'11\t' on the pun:hase of the t w1' adjacent properties. Over JfHl 111c111-

bers truclgcd tl1r11ugh 18 inches of snow in frc1:zi11g tc111peratun:s for ;1 
prt:sl'11t;1tio11 by the Chair 11f the Perrn;111ent Building Co1111nittee. TIH~v :iutl10-

rized the p111d1asc at the l11west possible price. ;11nl the pl;ll"ernent of ;1111<1rt­

gage on the thrt'l'. properties to finance the endeav<1r. despite the 1Jbvious 
burden this would place on the Club. Negotiations were crnnpletecl in March 
at ;1 pun:hase prit:l' 11f :f;:Z:Zfi.000. 

The Cliili w:is now the rnvner of the v;du;iblc I rianglc. with I he cxn:p­
ti1111 of Ilic I >11p1111t l'laza-11,:ZOI sq11;in: feet. 

C11nn11Tt·111 with these rwgotiations. the B1J;ircl ;u1tl11,nzl'd :f;l-'1.:itlO 1<1 

rdurbisli the l!li11se. Through the intervention of !\\'ercll llarrirn;lll, a pm­
t ion 11f the est;1te < 1f his cousin, I )aisy I larriman, w;1s 111in:h;1sl'd f< ll $1--t.78-I .:,;,. 

and Covernor I l:irrirnan donated $2.000 toward the purrh;1s1'. The f11rnitun:. 
pictures. ;md ohjets d'art were arranged to replicate l\frs. llarriuian's dr;iw­
ing room in the second floor parlor, now known as the llarri111an Rrnm1. The 

Decorations and Fine Arts Committee found a m11seu1u-qu;ilitv Orie11Lal rng 
for the smaller di11ing room (now the Hamlin l~oorn) for $2.:l17. J\ftcr co11-

:-;ult i11g the Smithsonian Institution, the uimrnit tee decidt:d to <:onvert the 
old coat roorn 1n1 the second floor to an 1870 1~00111 to ;1<_·,:ou1mod;1te sonie 

fine period furniture, including two pieces on indefinite hm from the Smith­
sonian Director's Room. Mr.;_ Merriweather l'ost. a life rnember. gave $10.000 

to clecrn~ite the large drawing room on the first floor. l~e,·ognizing her generous 
donation. the lfoard narnccl this the Post Hrn1111 

111 Seplc1111Jer 1966, the architectu1~rl firm of Nicholas Satterlee desig11erl 
an exp;msion pl;in for a dining room accommodating :ZSO peoplt~. a new kitchen. 

') ' ~ 



a11d a cm:ktail l!lu11ge 1111 the Sel·o11d floor. Tl1e new additio11 would lie L·1>11-
structed ()n t lie spzice occupied by the ex 1st ing dining room. kitche11. back 
yard service are;i, and the Q Street house which would be demolished .. i\n 
effort would be 1rnde to find tenants for the 1520 New Hampshire /\ve11ue 
building. /\ mortgage agreement was signed with People Life lns11r;111ce for 
$400,000 at fr1

/4
1Yf1 i11terest. p<1yablc in monthly installments of $3.< H:l 1 hrough 

February 1988. 

Club leaders met at the apartment of Mrs. Hubert Humphrey l!l pl;m 
an ambitious building fund drive. including publicity, bookkeeping, and pro­
motion. Pledge cards in the shape of a red brick were sent to all 111embers 
asking them to buy a Building Brick for $100 or a foundation fl rick fur $500. 

Rdurned pledge bricks bearing the donor names were pasted on the walls 
and hall mirror to mark the progress of the contributions. 

The drive was not limited t.i members. Letters were sent 111 11ational 
co1mnitteeme11 and women. g()vern()rs a11d affluent Democrats. 111 order lo 
receive contributions from corporations and unions, the Club establisht:d a 
special "Landmark Improvement Fund" account. Henry Ford. whll donated 
$5,000, was among major industrial leaders who responded. The Woman's 
Suburban Democratic Club of l'vlontgomery County gave $500, and many 
individuals from ziround the country sent checks. Another promotion was 
the sale of $1.00 chances 1 in a cruise to St. Thomas and San Juan on l he 
S.S. Constitution. 

The Q Street house was demolished in March. l\leanwhile a prnspec­
tive tenant was found for 1520 New Hampshire, but it was disuivered that 
various repairs, including fireproofing. must be made before an occupancy 
permit could be issued. The estimate for the repairs plus necessary paint­
ing and decorating was $2:>.000. The work was authorized since rental in­
come frnm this building was an integral part of the expansion fina11ci11g plan. 
llpon rnn1pletio11. ;1 three-year lease was signed for $1.100 per lllonth. 

The Club closed 011 l\fay I. 1%7 and ;ill the furniture from t lie planned 
work ;1rea was moved t<> the e;ist side of the house. Actu;il C1J11stn11:tion by 
M. Cladny & Cn. beg;111 in late J1me. but Club activities were si:;m:cly 
diminished. The Board of Covernors, committees. cooki11g and L1nguage 
classes. and the b1Jok review group met in members' homes. The f;1ll rnem­
hership meeting l'11m·c1H·d ;1l the City T1vern. Lum:lic!lns were 11111\'l'd t11 
the Shurd1an1 ;incl the l'n:sidcnti;il Arms llotds; their m1111ber \\~1s 1w·t;1ihl, 
but the crowds came ;is usual. Meli11;1 Meruniri spoke t() G:lo atk111lees ;1t 
the Shoreham. and Walt1~r l'rrlllkitc dl'voted a substantial portion 11f his eve-

., ( 

ning CBS nl:ws p11igr:1rn !11 tl1is cve11l. !One of tlw pri!.L' ph1ito:; in tlw Cl111i·s 
/\rd1ivcs h;1s ('resident l'aula Locker "sitting 1J11 l'vlcrc11uri·s lap.") 111 Scp­

lcrnber. the l1111J sponsored a trip to Expo 1)7 in Mont n:;il. 

Tlic Cl11li':; first r11ajor fund raiser i11 I wo years reserved scats for "l\fat;1 
llari ... ;1 l>;1vicl M crrick production trying out ;1t the Nat i(ln;tl The at re be­

fore opc11i11g i11 New Ynrk. The play about intrigue and tr;1gcdy !urned inlo 
a comedy ()f errors. l'rnps were missing. scenery fell~-as well as the star's 
bejeweled bra-;1nrl tl1e audience rocked with bughter when !\'Lita I l;11'i. prn­

n111111ced dc;1d in the crucial exerntion scene. dramatically r;1ised her hand 
to her brnw. The cast was so upset they failed to appear at the p11st-thcal1t.' 
pzirl y ;it the N;ll ion al Press Club. l'vlerrick 's half-million dollar product ion 
folded. b11l the dub added $11,t-ili6 to its coffers an cl Fat her I larl ke 's drama 
department ;1t Catholic University w;1s the beneficiary of ;1 gc1wrous gift <if 

the sce11t·ry ;111d costumes. 

Tl1e l·1111slrnd1on L·ontract figure of$L!i7.lHHI rrisl' to :f;:l02.ooo. prinmily 
bec;111se of the ncl'd to excavate three feet more than anticipated t(J n::a1:h 
firm soil f111 l lw fmrndation. Various n. c. building c11de ;1dd-011s also UlJJ­

tributecl to the escalated costs. To meet this challenge. the lfoard approved 
the transfer of :t;:w,noo from the employee retirement fund since the interest 
accruing on this fund was 2% less than the current bank rate. 

.'\t tlw gr;111cl "Opening Happening" on J;inu;iry 24. 1%H. 715 people 
admired the new facilities. VIP guests included Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, Gover­
nor and Mrs. i\vcrell llanirnan. a number of Cabinet (Jificers :iml their wives. 
and D.L. MavCJr :ind Mrs. Walter Washington. Vice-l'residrnt ll11111phn~y had 
accepted. but unfort unatelv the Nnrt h Koreans piL·kecl th<' dav before to 1·;q1-

t urc the l'ue!Jlii. 

The declic1tio11 of the cocktail lounge, named for Speaker S;1lll l~;1y­

bum. folki\'il'd c in fVl;irch 26. The invitations. designed hy f'eg Colton. rcsc111-
bled a House of Hepresentative legislative bill. /\ l\lexican buffet and st rolling 
Mexica11 musi1:i;1J1s accenterl the Texas theme. On /\pril ]0, Judge Carl McCn­
w;in was the speaker at a black-tie dinner to dedicate the new dining room. 
named in honCJr of Adlai Stevenson. On behalf of the Club. J\frs. Willard Wirtz 
received frc1n1 :\dlai Stevenson III the hand-annotated dr;1ft of 1\mbassaclor 
Stevcns1m's au-cptance spced1 for his nomination ;1t the EJ!12 lkrn!lcratii: 
Conve11tio11. Tl1e first pagt· is n!lw framed ;111rl h:111gir1g :1t the c11tra111·,· 1,f 
lliv Stc·\'t·11st111 H1111111. 

S(llln ;1fll'r the rl'll]Jl'llillg. TV 1·0111111enlalor I );1vid Bri11kk:y \vas :1 SL:ll­
oul spe;1kL·r. 1\fter slowly scanning tlH' rcH1111. lie r11guishh 111w1H:cl his n.:-



marks. "I a111 ho11orl'd to sph1k 111 vour new rrnH11-carl)' d1urd1 l>;1st:111t:11t 
architecture. I would call it.'· The rnrnn was quickly repainted. and ils d11<1-
mi11111 tulip lighting fixtures n:pl;1t·erl bv the traditional lighting still i11 pL1<-i: 

Thl' Club\ fi11a11n·s \\<'I"<' 1H1w st;1hlt'. with $20.0!JO i11ves1L·d in l 1.S T1(':1s 
ury bills. The Fim11ce l'rn11mittt•c presented a "babnct>d budgt'!. .. p1t1jt·,·t­
i11g $188.fiD!l in revenue and the same amount in expendituws. wit 11 ;1 
fund-raising goal of :\;11.219 i11dudt'd on the revenue sicle. St;1ff t'\)lt'11st·s. 
including payroll and retirement benefits. totaled $6J.21fi. 

The financial sun:t'SS of "i\fata Jlari" had established the f1JI!11;;! of t hl'­
at re party follow('d IJy ;1 sup1wr as a popular means of r;i1sing funds. Si1lt:1_· 
the cost oi hooking a11 l'ntire theater was reasonable a suhstanli;d <'11;irg<'. 
added to each ti1:ket could benefit the Club. 111 the spring of VH-Jq. "Your 

Own Thing'· ;1t the National Theatre and a buffet al the dubhrn1sL· 1i,:l<kd 
!J;lJ.000. In 1970, the Ways and !\·leans Commit tee reserved the Na! ioI1;d The­
ater for Art Buchwald's witty s;Jtire 011 the Washington establish1nenl ... Sheep 
on the Runway." At the Club's party fnr cast and guests. Ridge well' s 11 · 
nowned Chef i\lber prepared crepes to order. This affair net led :f;!l.:i8~l. 

The following \'e;ir. the Committee chose Leonard Bernslei11's \crsirn1 
of "Candide," the very first musical at the John F. Kennedy C c11lt'r fiJr t Ill' 
Performing 1\rts. The' invitation read. "The Woman's National lk111<1n;itic 
Club prnudlv salutes a great Democratic President. John F. Kennedy·· Bern­
stein sat with the 800 Club guests in the orchestra before a recl.'plion to 
honor hi111 in the North (;;illery of the Ke1111eJy Center. II was ;1 stdl:1r so 
cial event as well as a financial success. netting $12,4!1:~. 

In April 1970, the Board decided to terminate the relationship \\'ith ;\f­
filiated Clubs and invite 111en1hers <1f those clubs to become n<1I1-residcnt 
members of WNDC. Tl11s decision was b;1sed more on diminishing interest 
on the p;1rl of lhe ;\ffiliatcd Clubs since ;i majo1ity of them eleded not lo 
be associa!l'.d \\'lwn their dues \Vt're raised from $5.00 tn $]().Oil 

In !'vJ;iy 1969. Ilic Tre;1st1rt:r 011llined an on-going situatioll <Jf grt~;1t s1g­
nifica1we to the Chili. FiH· Vl';1rs t';1rlicr. the Internal Rcvenul' St·n·ic:c h;1cl 
;idvised "th:it tile prl'd111rn11a11t purpose and fundi()ll of the ClulJ is in the 
area of political science and cdur:ition furnished its nwmbers. ;111d does 
not come within the n1t:;111ing 11f the ter111 social. athll'lic. C1r sporting l·lub.· · 

In all the vc;irs 11f ih e\ist1·1H·<.'. tile Ch1h had lll:l'l:r been n·quin·d tn 
file an i11c11111e ta\ return. ,\ft,·r !lie at·quisitiu11(If1:120 Nt'\\ ll:i11qJsllirc .\ve­
nue as rent:d properly. the question ;irnse concerning liability fr11· t;1\ <111 in­
vestment illl'Olllt'. and llw Cl11li lc:irl1·rs :ig;1in t'llntac!cd the IRS f111:111iling. 

nnj;in11l stnlernrnl fmmcd f-n· Mr.- Rl11ir. 192.J. 

"l.7 



----------------·------·------

F:i;;ht Fo1111dn-,;. rirm J_lJ2.1 Front roll'. li:tl lo ri~ht· Mrs lrilhur F/11/i/>1111/ . . 11" 1: II 
Sndl: !'1rs. :\ndrfrus /11111·:•: 1lfrs Cur1ldl /lull. 1'11d~ r111('. l1:rt fr, n:u.J1I: :'11·;_ /111 .!··11 

1'ht>111f'·'""· ,1/r.<_ J.',,s,· f-;1111•.-;/1·1. :\/rs. /-_',/m11 /; !1li-1g<. ,\Ir.<_ /u/111 il'.-i1.IJ1• /.-

:\ ili11111·r lt11n11l711.!~ :\T11d111n "/;1,.111!.' 

f· ,''i••I /,' .. ,,.,I• 1: '., ,. 1: '1• I 

l\".:i ..;,/1.·l,·_ f ,·1/ ,1,, 11::l!i 
'I.: 1·:• I ·.;1 .• 

// .. ,, ·· •. :1•: j , ,/ ~ / J i · I · ' 

' ·,, I 

1 I'· f / 1
). 

1 ~ ,,. fl,1:' !/,;.•1;·;1 /)' r,11 .';_I 



!'11.'/ l'rt.'irfrnls lzm1nr1·,/ \/tlorti111·'s f!1/\'. /.11.'12. I.di In 11'1:'1! s1·11/,-,/: .111/rdrn ·,1;,-"J:. f-.-1/,, • 

/~·/,·r_,,,Jl. /.1.ud\' l>u!~!.':';. \ni1 ( "/111/'Jllr/Jf." .1 ... :/tir/1·\· //,·11111 r....;11J1. _li·,111} n..:1'J1 / .• 'i ·~-J.·: 

. ...:t11}/,//n!: ,l/,u·!:,J / l1/l'J:'-.' .i!t11 \' I. •ft l-"11.·,/n.11/i,' n.1!!/,/ I·''/.·,; I ./11 1! 11 .'/!:./'· 

. i /,!II I!. . l 11/r/}/1/d l i 1, 1 /\. l / ·;. \ J \ f" i; i 1" 

"''""- ! 1

11111,·/i/ ll•tlll/11•111 
i1r !/1.· .\1·, 1.f/ f/.u>tn/.11: 

ii/} f/:1· 111'•.! '•''' 

f '!Ii·,, 

,_, !',,; 

'1111· 

I I 1·. 11\ '·. '1. 111 •·ti 1 I 1 • .11 •1olII:111 .. I: I I 11 .. 11 I" I 11 • ., . \I 111 .Iii :.:- , ., 'I I'· 1. I ' 

:q11·l1.· 1I 1111 .. 1111111!'. 111·· II\'·, ·111111· 1'l1il(:: .... i11111_!'ll1"'· I" :·1·1111,.· I• 111:;11·1·111• 

'· 1 I \ : 11 i' i 11 Ii I 11 ':' ' •1 i '. _'11 • ·.' 1'. II .111q1·. I 1 i I'. 1·. i 1 i I I : II' . \ i i 11·.11111 1.:, : ii I· .I .11 • 

1 .. 1 :_•1 11•.111111_ \I 11r. 111"11111 "I 111····1111.:'.- '-'.i1l1 II\'~ .111 .. 11,,.· .111il 11111i:1.J 11.,,·11 

1111·111 1··11·•\, ·I 111· 1i11111'., ·I 1l1i l•·\•.il 1111:·1 li11.1il1 111 I 1., ··1111,,·1. 111, I 111·.· 

II·> _!'.1.1111···1 ,111 ! i:1· .l.1111:· :1· .I 111111 1111<111 .:,,,·1.il ··l·1l•. \11•'.\"• \1 1. tl11 1"l1il1 

,,-,,,11.i '" I!" ·ii •·IJ 1··111:il l!<i"lllll•' .,,-,,., 0 l1·1l11··111<11< ,,,, 1•11:111•'•.· , .. I",, 

'I IJ1~ 1,·1111i1··111• 111·-.'.,!'.11111'"lhi<i-·1,-,j111" "111·11111< <111<1· •"'-i'"ll'·•·::. Ill• 111·1 

111 ! '. I 1. · 111 I . ' I:: I 11111 . ' 11 I 11 ii I \ "I 11 I. 1 Ii- ,j 1111 . "I I 11 j-, 'I I I 11 ' I I . : I' . "11 . . 111 d ·.I I I I 1 I I 11 I . \ 

j•1.,·i;1J1,,11 Iii.ii 1!11· J•l"j"' I• 11 ._,;111,•,;11 ··.J.ili"il :11 1 11111•'11! 1 ·11.·/, '.1•1111,/ !'.i•·:iiil 

'1il1:111•·· 11..- --:il11, ··I 1/1.- j•l""l'"i"I\". 1/,, I 1111· 1··i:·,·1,·<11l1·· 1:·11.1111' ·ill"I '" 

1>111• /1:1 ' 111.- 1.11ilili11:: 

I !H· Iii" I l:'liill• ;111J i11q:l1•·:1ll•1111<f Iii" .<ill I ·l.1 ·Iii .. 1ll1<ll ·-.'.;! Iii• I" 

·Ill• il"ll •iii I Iii/• 1'-ilill• :i/ .1,·111·i11. lil1 l11•llll_!'. Ji11 ill"l-1/ ,·,111l1il:1i111111·. I" tl11 

I 1· 1111« l.111· ''<.111"11.ii I_ ,,1111111111-.· 111 :11111° 1j•:i11"1: ,,/ 111· 

.1111 II• 1':1111· II',,, Ill 1/11· 1--::1-=11.1111•11 111 i··." 111 1•1-;-11 ') 

Ill 1 [1.- I' I I 

111·· 111li11:: 0 11I11-.1. 11"""' · . .-1. l'I• \:'Iii 1111· l_ l11l 1 11••!11 •·Ill· :11i111: it 111.-111 

1,,·1. 1111:1111•·111:1:111 111' ,,f1l;1··l:i1 .\ l\di11.-.d \,·111°:11 "111111i:1.-.··-.1:1:.l•·11111·il 

l<' l•I• 'ill il1· I l11I,"., l""lil"ll~ I" "ll_i'.l:",·i<'li.iJ "'111111111····· 

111111 1 >l'lill1' ·<I\'!',·:·· 1\1•.· ·~II"' i:1l l:il11• .•11,,11l"111111111'-<'111.- -.-11i.-ol ,1 

I I• " '•I 11:;1 I• ·I '11'1 II: ·l' •11:. I 11 ·: '.1111111 H'. ""ii I 1 .1 I Ii I I 1• .1. I I·: 11 I• 'I :11 •1 ·1.11: . ii '" :-: I " 111 . 

ii-1'1··1 l11f•I", l'1ili1. ·1 /<II 1·.11111i11_1: 111·.11<1 ;.111 _1:11111 \ jyl ;I, ,., •I I :11111 ·11 

:1!• 11 1·:111.- ·I 11,,11111:: · I 11 

·111< _._,.,·,,11•1 ,iJ 111 1 11•· 

I 1111i:. 1:1·:1111 .111,f 1·. 11 \\ 111,·111•· "' 11:i111,·11 .. i1···I 

/,,, 11<>··.I "li l\1<' • "ll"lll'. '.iii• Ill ·l!'_\•I·- I<', I "Ii 

\,, ·II 

ll:111i11t:'ll. :i 1 .. -.. ii 111· 1111:111il11,··111.-111 .:11- :ii.• L-.1111: .1, .. ,·11.; '"'I 1111 1111· I 

11:1J1,,1i:1I :i//.111 111 .i\ lt-:1--I llill'•' ,,,-, :1c-1"11· •. I ;1•'.1 111111 I l.1111111:111 .-;11111 I" 

1\1:· II"" 111· ·<I 1\1·· 1'1•11'.1.1111 i 111111111111·.- :111.\ :·1"·1:·· "ii \1,,11 11•1i11'<' '.'.11.-11 tl1·· 

.,,·l1,_·il11J.-il ··I" 11.· I 11::•11:1111 ,-11.-il Ill'. 11"11·1,,11· I" l "ll_".1• -i"li:il l:-:1.\, I· 

111 I Ill I \Ill Itel\\ 

\ 11 I 1· ·II'. I I . I I ' I 0 11 I ·1 :. II I I '1 . · l' I· · 111 11. :• 

't 1 1 , I ! . I ' • 11 I I 1 I. ,f I \ I I •• I '~ I ' I , I l 1' . , I •I' I· ii- ·.1 . 

: I 



tee predicted th;it rnelllbcrship would reach 2.:>00 in two ye;irs. l>111u111c11ll)·, 
the House Committee reported that 24,000 members and guests h;id been 
served over a 9-month period. Fund-rdising events were well supported, and 
1520 New Hampshire /\venue was fully leased. Profits of $2 ,400 from the 
sale of Lady Bird Johnson's book, "The White House Diary." were turned 
over to The Society for a !\fore Beautiful Capital City, Inc. to p;iy for 16 
benches dedicated b)' Mrs. Johnson during a ceremony at Lidy Bini John­
son Park. 

/\mid all these favorable signs. financial distress signals appeared as in­
flation drove up expenses in every category. Higher real estate assessments 
translated into higher taxes and insurance, staff costs escalated, and the recur­
ring need for clubhouse and rental property repairs caused a constant drain 
on all available resources. The $20,000 reserve in Treasury bills was the 
first to go. In November 1971, the Board approved a special assessment of 
$2 .00 per member to balance the budget, and in January, increased resi­
dent dues from $50.0U to $75.00. and speaker luncheons to ~'!>:mo. 

The budget for FY 72/73 projected Cl deficit of $23,670. StC1ff costs alone 
rose $16,727 due to a 51% cost-of-living rC1ise mandated by the prevailing la­
bor market. Fundraisers no longer closed the gC1p bet ween income and ex­
pense, even though revenues from the resale of high quality, evt·n haute 
couture, clothing in the "Clothes Donkey" topped $12.000 for the year. and 
the member production "Faze the Nation" (with book and lyrics by Mary 
Lou Friedman and Marian Driver) cleared $3.000. 

Still, members were proud that the Club had nut only survived for a 
half century but had gained recognition CIS an important Washington institu­
tion. Ideas flourished for celebrating the Club's 50th anniversary in 1973. 
although the actual dC1te of incorponlt ion WCIS December 29. 1922. 

In a special ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 18, Mrs. Lidy 13ircl Johnson 
dedicated the garden named for her in ·'grateful appreciation for . many 
kindnesses to the Woman's National Democratic Club." The inscription The 

"Tatting" IVall-G~ft of Dorothy Bush on the handsome brick wall in the 
gC1rden expressed appreciation tn Mrs. Bush, Secretary of the I.>ernocrati1· 
National Committee. Her handiwork decon1ted with tatting-an almost for­
gotten art form-\•.:as sold to finance the new wall and garden terr;1t:e. 

The Golden Anniversary <~vent on May 1:i included house and g;mlcn 
tours. a witty narration of the ""First Fifty Years" by Liz Carpenti:r. ;1 l1111cl1-
eon with Averell Harriman re111inisci11g about his cousin. Pais\· I L1rrim111. 
and. as "icing." C;irol Ch;111ning mt the birthday c;ikf'. 

lntc11s1ve pl;11111111g and extens1\·c solicit111g of 111erd1;1ndise and prizes 
111C1de the Bazaar held on the evening of i\pril L5. 1974, a musing success. 
An original 1Veu 1 !"inker cartoon, a rare Graf Zeppelin stC1mp. jewelry from 
Tallulah Bankhead's collection, vacations in the Caribbean and Spain, and 
(;irnl Charming"s lashes were just Cl few of the fabulous CJfferings. Buyers 
crowded the booths ten deep, ringing up more th;1n $l:i,00() in sales. 

In spite of ample proceeds from fund-raising events. the Club continued 
to operate in tht: red. The annual rent from 1520 New Hampshire had climbed 
to $24.000, but it was necessary to spend $17,000 to satisfy the new tenant. 
the Children's lldcnse Fund. The most severe challenge to the Club treas­
ury was the 84-year-old roof, a veritable patchwork of repairs. At the annual 
meeting in June 1976. the members C!pproved an assessment of $10 per mem­
ber toward the $40.000 estimate for a complete roof repair, guaranteed to 
extend its life by ::ill years. Members were reminded that the clubhouse owed 
its 197] listing in the National Register of Historic PIC1ces in large part to 
its English sL1k rollf. "/\ Guide to the Architecturt' of Washington, 1965" 
described it as ··a l;irge cape of a roof with an occasional raised eyelid drapeJ 
down nver ang11lar. turreted RomC111 brickwork.·· Wnrk beg;111 in June and 
was complt'ted by Thanksgiving. 

ThL: Chili scledcd Congresswoma11 Barbara Jordan to J"<:ceivc its first 
Oe1nocratic \\"i1111an of the Year /\ward. Mary Monroe. !'resident, presented 
the award at a dinner on May 12, 1975 as the opening event of the new \Vax 
Museum in southwest Washington. Fellow lexan. Senator Lloyd Bentsen, 
introduced I he hllnllree and Liz Carpenter M .C.'d the evening. The award 
cited Co11gresswo111an Jordan's courageous and effective performanL:e dur­
ing the Watergate hearings ;md her consistent advocacy of civil rights. 

ThE: following year, Congresswoman LinJy Boggs, the first wrnnan to 
chair a national political convention (and Club president 1958-5~1). \vas named 
WNDC lle111oci~1tic Woman of the YeC1r. Following the a\vard ceremony. guests 
were treated to "Bicentennial on the Bias." written b)· Mary Lou Friedman 
and Mari;in Privt~r. \VNDC's answer tu Hodgers and liar! It had become 
custnmary in presidential election years for the Club to prod11ce an origi1ul 
show th;1t Cllt1ld 111ove lln to the De111onalic CllllVL'ntion. and "Bicentennial 
CJll the Bias" w;1s d1osen to enliven the \\'omen's N;1tio11;d l'olitical C1w11s 
in New Y1lrk ·s Metropolitan Opera llouse. 

(;111didatt· Ji111111y (;1rlcr spokt: to llu~ UulJ in i\pril 1'!7:i. s11111111i11g 11p 
his camlid;11:y i11 the title. ''/\Commitment to Excellence.'· The ekctio11 of 
the C11t1·1/l\fo11d;1lt: tit·kt:t, ending eight years (If l~ep1ilili1 ;111 reign. cner-



gized 111L·111hcrs. I >uring l11:1ugur:1ti1111 \\b:k tile CluiJ serv,_·c! :1~ :111 111frirn1;1-
ti11n and 111essage cc111t:r. ;111cf fifty of !'resident-elect C1rter's ()rigin:d l1c;11n1t 
Brigade lwl breakfast at tl1e dubhnuse. Responding to J():tn rvlonrblc's t·:1!1 
for help. volunteers :111swcred ;1 deluge of lctll'rs fr11m well-wislwrs. 

At a reception on April 5. 1!177. the Club presenlt'd l\lrs. L:111t:r 11·111l 
a leather-bound citation declaring her the Democratic \\'(>ma11 of tlw 'tc:1r. 
scarves designed by Club 111ernher Frankie Welch. and a b1 >okkt :1ilout the 
WNDC P()litical Act inn Connnittee. l'vtembers attended in spite of tmrent i:il 
rains caused by hurric:111e :'\g11es. 

By-Laws provide that ;1 r11e111her wh\l has rt:ndcred long and distinguished 
service 111;1y he clet:tcd :111 I lo11or:1ry Vicc-l'resicknt. Mrs. Pc~ggy i\!:11111 w:is 
so recognized i11 :'\pril. l·it111g her 25 years :ts ;1 111e111ber wl111 h:1d hr:ld L·n·r1· 
office. except senct;1rv. including president. ;111d d1:1ir of :it l1·:1st 1:l1·v,·11 
committees. 

lnflatio11 contilllH::cl to take its toll 011 Cl11b finanl:es. Fort he p1.:nod E.17:") 

through 1978, ;mnual cost-of-living raises totalled 32.8'V.,_ 111 1977. rc:d t.:st;1tc 
t;,ixes increased 17.!J'V., on the dulihouse, and 42.4'Vi1 on 1520 Nt:w I L111ip­
shire Avenue. The 1977 Auction yielded $14.163; but still the deficit gr,:w. 

In a special meeting in October, 1977. four years after the l;ist dues i11-
cre;ise. the 111embcrship fi11ally acknowledged the pressing 11t.:cd f(lr 111< >re 
re\'enue and approved resident dues of $100 and a $1SO initial i1111 b: I l:1ppi­
ly, these increases did not adversely affect membership. whir:h re:1ched a 
new high of 2178 in December, 1978. Back in the black. the Club li:H! the 
rare opportunity to earn interest on dues revenue. 

Muriel Humphrey, appointed to the U.S. Se11<1te followng the clcatl1 uf 
her husband. Senator lluber1 Humphrey, was named 1978 Democratic WHrnn 
of the Year. The foll(lwing year the award description became Outstanding 
Democratic Woman to emphasize service over a period of time. The 1979 
recipient was WN DC member and former president Esther l'eterson. ap­
pointed bv President C11tt'r ;1s Special Assistant t() the President for Cun­
sumer .<\ffairs. 

l\frmbcrs c1111e fr1>111 f:ir :1ml wirk to the \Vhitc ll11use lawn i11 J11iy. l~.17~1 

to be honnred by Mrs. C;1rter fm their leadership in mobilizing Democratic 
women to serve the p:irly and the 11atio11. And in September. Chili officers 
were singled out by Mrs. C:1r1t:r for a \Vhite ll()use briefing 011 111;1jm is 
sues. followed liy ;1 reccptio11. Est lwr l't.'tersn11. 011c t>f the sd1cd1Ilr·d !Jrid­
ers. yieldr·d her ti111t· 11lwn l1rcsidc11t Carter app1·;1red 11rn·xp1·t'ktll1 t11 
;iclclress I he group. 

.'\t !lit· 1111·11:11i"1111f 1·t·I ;111tlllw1 \\'NI >C lt1111i11;1r\'. Fstli"r l1i11pl·rs111itl1. 
l'n:sidt.·111 C:1rtt·r·s Sp,·t·i:il l<t·pn.:s,·nt;1ti\'l' In l 11<: I '11il(·d N:1lit111s. 111u1ilwrs 
\·isitl'd !lie· I 1.N. i11 Nllvcn1lwr. Ck1111p:1g111: :ind p:1st1ws served ()11 h1J;1nl m:idc 
till~ lius trip '1(11!1 sl1()r1 ;ind spirited. !\ l1riefing hv .1\111h:iss:1d()r ll()nald F. 
!1vl.-lk111\. ;1 tr111r r1f the h11ilding, lundwon in the· lkkg;1tcs' I lining l\orJJll, 
;1 st·ss1"11 "f tl1t· (;r:11i:r:il 1\s'->l'tn!JI\'. and :i l"L'L't'pt1rH1 :1t tlw .'\lllh:1ssad()J"s 

\V:ildtirf 'lli11t·1s r1·s11knr·1· t·111nph-1ed 1l1l' sli11llli:11in.l! 1L1.1·. 

Tlw I '()lit ll':il 1\t'I it HI l • Hll111it t1T. cslahlislicd i11 1~r1: I :1llll givt:11 l l~S st:1lllp 
,;f ;1pprnval in 1'1/:i. li:1cl 1:\p;1nclecl its :wtivities c:wli \'t:ar. l1articip:111ts in \':Jr-
11111s Lisk fc1r,_·cs 11·rnt1_· p(lsiti()n p;1pcrs f(lr Bo:1rrl t:Jld()rsc1ncnt 11n m;ij,1r is­
s11cs st1d1 ;1s Sun;il Scn11itv, lw:iltli. t::nngy. fulld. lnrcign p11li1-y, ;1ml w1>men's 
issw·s. In 1.·;1rll- ]11KO. Ilic 11111t·1111trc1\CIS1·11;1s the sik (Jf llw Oly111pic C;1111<·s. 
Tl1c: Cluli t<H1k tile prisition tli:1t tile g:lll1Cs slir1uld lie Jll<>vcd frrH11 fVlr1su1w; 
()tht:n\'iSL' tlw I Jnikd St;1tt:s sh(Julcl h1>\'t.'()tt the Oh·n1pit·s. !\ lr>1 tl1riglit st:1tc-
111c11t 11;1s S<'llt t() !111:sidr·11t Carkr. ;ind 11it:llllH·rs r·r11ild t:1kc tTr·dit f()r giv-

111.i.; .l!"' 1t I ;11h·j, '' 

lkgi1111i11g i11 i\l:11·,·i1. the ('lllitic:tl 1\t-tirn1 (c1111111itkt· S!JC1llsuretl :1 sent:~ 
()f titre'-' deh:1tC's. witl1 1rn1n1111g IJ;1ckgr(lu11d sess11>ns. ;111d lu111.:lic·1i11 t;dks hy 

p;11wls "f experts. Tlw topics we rt: rnilit;1n· SL:ct1rit1. infl:1t i1111. ;1nrl 11ucle;1r 
pmwr. F11ll()win,i.; 1lt1: prese11L1tion of differing points r1f view, the ;111dit.:11ce 
h;1cl ;i clia11<"1· '" \'iilC. ;ind tlw fr1n11at \\'as h11tli p()pul:1r ;11H! s11u-essful. 

I )()ublc-digit infl:1tilll1 ;111cl tlte lr:in li11stagc tTis1s \\'(;n· I 1\·in albatrosses 

f11r 1'1r:sident C:1rtcr. and the rnters t.:k.-ted Hon;dd l~eag;111. believing tile 
slog;111 "It· s 11111rning in /\met ica ." The pr()lllisc proved illusory for the 11a­
t io11. but 19~1 w;1:-' high 1111011 fllr the \Vo1n:1n's N:1tirn1;tl l le111ot:r:tlil· Club. 
f\le111bersliip rt:ac:l1cd 2 .20ll .. 1\t tcndance ;1t speaker li111dwr ins averaged 1111 in~ 

th;m 200. and ;1t lounge lunches 1111 n<>11-spc;1ker cl:1>·s. ;ilJrJ11t ··Ill. l11fl;1tirn1-

drivt.:ll r·1ists l·t111tinued t11 skv-rn1·kvt. hut <"<1111pt:11s;1ti11g i11nl':iscs 111 dues 
:111d in fo11d. h1·\·<'r:1ge :md priv;1tc p;irt1· revt:1111es. :1s well :1s investn1c11t i11-
r·r>nw. kept tl1c: !J11dgct i11 l1:il;111cc. Effc.-ti\·c J1tlv. El81 tl11: pnn: for spr·:1k('r 
lt111d1L'S r():-;1· t11 Sli.IHl: f<>t l"u11gc l1ufkts. S:i.(lt) Ub·ti1·,. _l;1n11:1n". 1~182 n·s1 
dc11t due:-; 11t·n· i111T1·;1:-;r·il '" Sl2:i.(HI, 11"11-c:11111h1' ;1c:c:r1<·i;1lt':-;, Sltlll.IHI_ 

MA.JOI< DECISIONS 

111 t:;11'1_1· l'.10], II<'\\' <pli'sli1111s ;1r11St' n·l;1ti11,i.; '"Iii<' l't•11t:d prtipt•J'[\' 111·\I 
dt111r. I Jf i11111H·di;1lt' <'CllltTl'll 11·;is lilt' 111'.l.'1.I t11 n·p!;,1 (' 1!11· 1i)1)f ;1t ;111 t~~tl­

lll:l(('d t'tlSt 11( sn.rn111 .. '\ lwltcr 11111!t:rst;111ding <)f tlw I >1qi1111I Lm·lc· l'l'liLd 



111:1rkl·t. plt1,; lltl· r,·;ili:c:1ti1111 til:1t ;1 i:11gc1 grClSS ilH<lllH: JI()\\' Jh't'lliitl<'d 111-
\'t:Slll!Clll i11L"11mc t1i lw :;t1hst:lllti;dlv inne:1sed within the :l!l'~;, lilllitatirn1 ill1-

p!lscd IJy lht: Ch11J's t;1\ st;1tus. prornpted the Cl11b t1> raise tl1e rent :1t 1S2() 
Nl'1\· ll:11l1psi1in: :\v,:nt11" \\'iw11 till' tcn:111t. the Cilildn:n's l)dc11st· Fu11d. 
w:1s 1111tifit_·d tli:1t th1_· n·11t m>uld lw inne:1sed fr!lnl :f;2:i.OtllJ 111 S7:l,tltltl. tlw_1· 

:1<:n:pkd 1>11 the li:1s1s "f :1 -,1\-1111J11th l'\ll'11si11n. with ;1 suhs1.'rp1t·n1 c\t1.·11-
si11n l1> t<:n11111:11<' i11 ~1:11_ i~l.'·V. l>11t :1dvis1:d th1· Cl11h tiwl' 11·11uid s1·1·k 111·11· 

q11:1r1<·rs. 

\Vhc11 the UulJ rl'su1ncd ;wti1it11·s in tlw f:tll nf 1~J~I. l'itcsidl'ltl Judi Levin 
appointed ;1 l.ong H:1ng1 · I 'Ltn11in_g l 'n111rni1 ll't" 1 ·, J111prisi11).! the l'n·sirl1 ·11t. p:1st 

l'n·silknts. Budget <lfriu:I. Fin:1wt· ConHnitlL'c L'lt;1ir. Vi,·t·-l'rcsidc11t f11r 

Fin:lllu: :111d \iin:-l'n·sidcnt for l1n1gra111s . .'\ spl'u:tl 1111_•t:ting 11f tl11: Br1:11d 
!lf 1;rn·e1'Il<>rs w;1s c:dlcd f"r Nt>1·c1111Jer IH. 1~>81 to lie:ir tl1l'ir pl'r>p(ls;ib 1·cm­

,·crning the future use nf Fi'.!fl Nt:w ll:t111pshirL· .'\venul· ;111d tilt: n:111>v;1tio11 
11 f the clubl1<1use. Man· I.nu Fi i1:d111:111. :1 111crniwr llf tht· ,·c>111111itt1't" lll:tdl' 
t lie pwst:nl ;1tion. 

l'rop<Js;il /\ c<>rcrul :1 plan f,,,. till' lc1ng-ILT111 lt;;1s1-.· 1if th·· r1:nLd prop­

erty. Diss<itisfadion \lith thl' indifferent 111:111agelllent of tht: n"altv 111111 Care1 
Winston. wl1id1 lwl 11111v1:d to lkthesd;1, kd to retaining Begg.- 1111· . ;1 fir1;1 

with a good reputation. local ol'fit:cs, and an outstanding commcn·i;tl dcp:irt­

lllent. Hegg. l11c. almust i111111edi:itt:I~- presented ;i prnspecti1't: k-ssct~ \\'Ito 
offered :i cnntr:ict with the foll<l\\illg terms: In return for ;i lc:1sl' of 17 to 

20 years. the lessee wrniicl 1111 >tlt~rnizc the building. :issumc resp1 •llsiiliiit v 
for its continuing 111ai11te11;1111.-c. ill' 1 esp()nsible for sub-leasing. ;111d p;1y t hl' 

\\'N])C an :1greed sh:irc of thv ;11111u;tl rent:ii of the apprnxin1:itely Hl.tHllJ squ:trL' 

feet. In addition. the lessee ll'ould iw required to submit all rern1vat ion plans 
:u)() prnspt~l'!ive tenants f1;r \VNl>L ;1ppr11v:1l. The plan \\'ould virt11:ilh cli111-
i11:ite l:indlorcl rt:sp1>11siliilitv :1llll pr()(l11n: :1h11ost dfortlt~ss i1ll'<>lll<'.. 

1'1opos;tl B c111\·rl·d 1:xp:1nsi1JJJ 1vitl1in the ch1bhouse to pcrn1it 11111n: d­
ficicnt ust: 11f sp:1ce for st:1ff ()jl<:r:1tic111s :111d ,·iuh :1t:tivitics. L<JJ1diti1111s 11 11 
the scc1111d Onor 11,·J(' :qq1n1;wl1i11g ··).!rid-l(Jck.'' The design pn·st·11tnl ti> 

l he Board i1 tt:llrpor:ttL'd I I 1t: ;1d vi, ·c llf I w1 > :1rd1ikl't 11r;tl firn 1s ;llld i11d11dcd 

co11vcrsirn1 c1f the third 1ill1>r :1tti1· intll 11s:1hie tifficc sp:1cc with :i 1cd1:signl'd 
one bedn H 1111 111:in:1gt·1" s ;1p:11t111t:nt. ;md :111 elt'.V:ttor (() sen·e ;tll 11111 >rs: mned 

central :iir t'<111clitioning for tl1t· first ;111d St'U>lld flllors ;ind :1 1ww 111t:1·h:mi1·:tl 
system for the tl11nl llo1>r: 1·lt:111gcs i11 1Jast·111c11t dud m>rk t11 pr111 id1: :tddi 
tional us:ilJle span·: :1 rt·1·cptill11ist 's 11fficc on the first 11r se1"1111d 01111r ;ind 
redesign llf t lw e\ist in_g first 00111 d1 •:tkr()( >Ill. 

Tile ,·1>n1111itk1: :tls11 rc<'1>111111e1Hlcd :1111<>d1·rn 1·1>1111111111i1·:1ti()11S)'sk11111f 
teleplirnws and i11fcn:oms. and :1 dosed circuit TV syste111 serving the l~;iy­

burn Lounge :11111 other rooms t() accnmrnoclatc ow:rfl!lw cr()wcls. 

l'vl1s. fried1n:1n p11inted out th:1t the ren()v;it11>11 W<lllld 1H1t lll't:essit;itc 

:1further1111-reast~ i11 <hies (Jr ;in assessment sint·e tlw Club's fin:lllci:tl 1·n11di­

tio11 \\·;is S()Und. The mrn1cy could he hnrnm·ed. :is lwl lwc11 done in l91ili. 

:111d financed hy ;1 lo11g terrn loan. The preliminary cstunatc 11f the rnsts i11-
volved. including the dosed-circuit TV systen1, was about ii:l;)(),()t)(J She: rn11-

cluded. "Then· should be no hesitati()ll about making lrn1g-r;i11g1~ rnn1111it1nc:11ts 

:it the WN l>C Tim 1ughout our history. the Club le:id1 :rs hip. exhibiting great 
vision. has tl1<n1ght in terrns of decades r:1tlier than ye:1rs." Following tl1t'. 

agrcc·d limitation of one hour for discussion. the Board unanirnrn1sly voted 

In acu::pt the concept of both proposals. /\ Decernlwr 11wmhership lllL·et ing 

ratified the B1>:1rd's decision. A contract was signed with the an:hitectural 
firm Thomas l\·la11i1111, AIA. and the legal firm nf l )(Jeter, Doctcr & Salus 

was rt:l:iincd to r>l't:rsee the lease negotiations. whidi dragged rm until June 

1982. due to the 11it .. picking maneuvers of the attonwy for the lcssec-~dearly 

:1 harbinger of f11t un: diffi,:ult ies. 

The Clui• initiated two programs to raise funds for thl' renovation pr11-

ject. For the 111onth of l\farch only, members who had paid 1982 dues were 

offered life 111e111bership at the reduced rate of $87~.UO. One hundred and 
seven mernlicrs trnik advantage of this opportunity. Tht.' second progra111 

solicited lo;ms frnm members. Promissory notes canicd an interest r.ite equal 
to G-111011th Treasury Bills. A goal of $200,000 was set and iil00,000ad11;tlly 

pledged. 111 Oct 11!Jer. the Board approved borrowing $: l~O.tlt )( J from the \Vrnn­

en' s National Bank to refinance the current loans on both the dubho11se and 
1~20 New Hampshire Avenue, using the latter property as collate1~1l and leav­

ing the cl11hl 1oust' free and clear. 

Jean Jensen :incl Cathy Fletcher rnon..linatecl packing all the Club's pos­

sessions in prqi:iration for the renovation work. Even \vith the help of 21 
rnlunteers. i11duding Peg Colton and Deborah Cohen whn packed the por­
celain, the fonnidable task took a month to complete. Taking :idv:llltage of 
the dosing of the clubhouse for several months. the Finanu: Co1111nittec :1p­
proved $11,000 for the restoration of 31 pieces of furniture. and the thirtet:n 

window air conditioning units were sold. 

On June 17, !'resident Judi Levin and Fin:1nn: Chair l'riscilla Sweeney 
signed the renovation contract with Angle Construction Cn111p:my. const111ctio11 
to begin when permits, requiring Landmark Commission sign-off. wt:rc is-

:l7 



sued. The historic appraisal by Reynolds & Heynolds valued the proper!~' 
at $2 million; after remodeling, the value would rise to $2 ,800.000. 

Architectural µlans were also submitted to the Fine Arts C1J111111ission 
for required approval by that august body. After some six months' delay. 
l\frs. Sweeney and Mr. Manion appeared before the Commission, primarily 
to get final approval on the number and location of skylights. At th;1t point. 
the Chairman noticed, apparently for the first time, that an elevator was a 
feature of the renovation. ''I cannot possibly allow an elevator in that beau­
tiful old house," he exploded. Mrs. Sweeney and Mr. Manion were stunned. 
Mrs. Sweeney, rising to her full stature. faced the Chairman. ··The reason 
we are renovating the building is for the comfort and enjoyment of 011r mem­
bers, and furthermore. the elevator has been on order for six months!·' Her 
spunky rebuttal drew laughter from an audience of other applic;ints. where­
upon the Chairman said. "I withdraw my objection." 

The Club closed its doors on May 28, with a target date for reopening 
November 15. As in 1966, the interruption did not preclude regular club ac­
tivities. Meetings were held in members' homes. ;ind luncheons in various 
hotels. 

On behalf of 1!120 New Hampshire Associates. a consortium of inves­
tors, Robert Kling signed the lease in June 1982, paying two years' rent in 
advance. Under the terms of the lease. the Club would receive monthly rent 
of $7,000, beginning June 30. 1984. It provided for an increase when 75'7', 
occupancy was reached and for periodic increases based on the CPI. Insur­
ance, taxes and maintenance would be paid by the lessee. Restoration and 
modernization began in the spring of 1983, at a cost to the lessee uf approxi­
mately a million dollars. Ground \ms excavated for a sub-floor, central air 
conditioning and an elevator to serve four floors were installed, and top-grade 
materials were used throughout. 

Meanwhile, the architecturJI and contracting team achieved a minor mira­
cle by meeting all deadlines on the renovation of the clubhouse. with cost 
overruns less than 11Y.1. The I hi rd floor provided ample work space for staff 
and volunteers; the elevator purred; central air conditioning maintained a 
comfortable temperature; new flooring was a great improvement over the 
old parquet; the Q Street ramp provided access for the handicapped; a new 
loft, complete with bathroom, was hung from the rafters; and ;i st:tte-of-the-art 
sound and video system enlarged the capacity for speaker programs. /\ new 
reception mom. ch1istened the First Ladies Room, replaced the old mat room 
nn the first floor. 

With justified pride. the Club celebrated ;1 gab Ofk:11111g \lel'h of festivi­
ties !Jecember 6-10. starting on Monday with a party to cor11rne111orate rhe 
Club's 60th birthday, Open House on Tuesday. a Vit:torian 'fe;1 nn \-Vednes­
day. a champag11e luncheon with llerblock ;ind I L1ynes J11i111s11n 011 Thurs­
day. and a Frid;1v night ·'Victory Dance.'· Speci;1l n:d-allll-white invitations 
were sent Ill 111en1hcrs ;md dignitaries. 

For a shllll ti111e. beginning with the re-opening oi the clubhnuse. 111e111-
bers were i11vitt>d to enjoy the Rayburn Lounge every clay from noon through 
the cocktail hour. but at tenclance did not justify the extended hours and the 
experiment was abandoned. Buffet lunches cnntinuecl lo be popular 011 no11-
spe;ikcr days n·ith ;ivcrage attendance up from 40 to h:1. 

Two ad111inistrative cha11ges occurred in the spri11g of l~J8J: the C;ilen­
dar was redesigned to present the coming programs in grid format and to 
allnw mure sp;1ce for promotional information; and the Political Actio11 Co111-
mittee changed its name to the Public Policy Clll11111ittec In avnid the i"onn11-
tation of fund-raising for pnlitic;il candidates. 

Suon after the reopening. President l\.fary !Jill Fried111a11. who had served 
as a docent at the Vice-President· s House when it was filled with fine pai111-
ings including those uf Joan Mondale. moved quickly Ill add some pizazz tll 
the decor. She persuaded outstanding Washington ;irt is ts to exhibit their work 
in the Stevenson Room. the first of a continuing s1~rit~s of art shows which 
have enlivened the Club ever since. 

The story behind a fine print llf the original White llouse ]JCirtrait uf 
Eleanor Roosevelt. which was framed and presented to 1 IIL' Club by Doris 
Foster. is one of many amusing anecdotes in Club archivt's. Elliott lfo1 isevelt 
had commissioned the artist. Douglas Chandor. when his mother was 6S 
and living at Val-Kill in Hyde Park. The ;irtist considered his work so good 
that he raised the price fivefold in the course of the sittings. This so incensed 
Mrs. Roosevelt that she used the word "darn" and would not permit pay­
ment. So the portrait remained in the artist's possession until ltis death when 
L1dy Bird Johnson arranged for its purchase by tlH' White House llist11ri1:al 
Association as part of the permanent collect ion. 

A novel 198:3 fund-raiser billed as "Hellenic Weck of Treasures "1 l'lcas­
ures," attracted over 1,000 people to a Greek bazaar ;1ml exhibition. cul­
minating in a full-house dinner with fashion show. The W('l'k was covered 
by the Washington newspapers and the New Ynrk Tillles. ;1s \\'ell as a 1111m­
ber of Greek Amt·rican papers and 111agazines and by tilt' media in< ;rect·e. 



l\frs. l'apandreou and i'vkli11;1 i\'il:rcoun lalked ;d1out it i11111tcrv1L·\\S <>11 CBS. 
NBC. ;111cl lhc l'vl;iury l'ovich l 1;1nmama program. The Cl11b 1·01Jld f1;11111i ;111 
internation<tl i1rnge as well ;1s ;1n $11 .449 profit. 

After a trial period of sharing computer time will! the Cos11111s Club. 
in 1983 WNDC entered the computer age by installing its nwn tern1inal. with 
the capability nf membership listing, payroll and dues invoices. Earlv expec­
tations included computerized reservations, but this did not prnve fc;1siblc. 
Reservations continued to be processed manually, but required adv;11wc p;1y­
me11t with strict cancellation deadlines lo solve the problem of·' no-shows·· 
In May alone. 120 members rn;iking rcserv;itinns for ten events f;iilt'd to al­
tend or c;incel. Also adopteJ at th;it time was a policy restricting smoking 
on the first floor. In yet another how to technology, the Club pmd1;1sed ;1 
'l<ishiha copier for $7. 19!).:'i! l 

An active membership drive l<1unched in the spring of l~l8J ;1ddcd :IFi 

new members. resulting in a record total of 2 .:no. After a surn·y of other 
dubs in the area, the Ro;ird approved an initiation fee increase fro111 $J:i0 

!fJ $200 for resident members. 

111 September, the \\'orn;in's National l>emocratic Club joined with llw 
National Federation of llemocratic Women and the Democratic Nation;il Corn 
mittee \\bmen's Council to sponsor a Leadership Conference for llcm<HT<ific 
Women, "Impact '84." The four-day conference \Vas held at the clubhm1se 

with WNDC Vice-President Jeannette Wedel as Chair. Two hundred 
Democratic women from 30 states met lo create an agend;i for the 1984 elec­
tions. Its principal goals were registration of new women voters and elec­
tion of women to public office. and emphasizing the devastating effect of 
Reagan policies on women's concerns. In a letter to Club President ]e<Jn 
Jensen, Charles T. l'vlanatt. Chainmn of the Democratic National Commit­
tee. wrote, "The (Conference) was a dear example of why the Democratic 
National Committee so values and respects Democr;itic wo111c11.' · Co­
sponsoring the Conference conlributed to serious political work while provid­
ing an opportunity to acq11;1i11t nemocratic women from outside \V;;shingtlln 
with the WNDC. ;111d 1·idding sevt,ral non-resident 111e111bcrships. 

COPING WITH l>IS;\STEH 

The first inkling that sonwrliing was terribly wr!lng with the Ll1il1",.; 1111<111 
cial accounts was a notification nf unpaid taxes, even though the Treasurer 
had properly executed ;md signed all tax n:turns. The al"Coun1;in1 n·signed 

in Scplt:111lw1. Jll,'-l:l. kal"iug ;111 111nL·dibk j11ndJlc <1f 1111p;1id l1ills ;111d ;111 1111-
bal;11wL'd l(·dg<·r wriltu1 i11 Jit'lll·il. The Cluli rct;iint'.d the firm l'ennington. 
Ahalt & i\ssoci;1lt"s to do ;1 fraud audit. Checks ;rn1ounti11g to 11ver :f,70.000 

h<1d not been 111;1iled to vc1Hlors and tax collectors. Bank statements showed 
positive habnu:s. but any reconciliation taking these checks into ;icunmt 
would have indic;11ed a substantial overdraft. Penalties ;ind interest on late 
paymenl of taxi's ;1dded t1J the cash sliortf;ill. 

Attorney 1<11hert E. Jensen. club 111e111ber and husband 11f I 'n.:sideut Jca11 
Jensen. worked pm hono with the auditors to register a claim under the Em­
plnvment l>ishonesty Endorsement of the Cluh's insurance policy. Months 
of rn: .. goti;1til)J1S followed. with Club officers and staff rernnstrw:ting financial 
opcratl<l!IS for prnof of loss and nrlp;1bility. 

The Tn.:;1s11r,·r·s repurt 111 May, El84 sttu111l'<l 111c1111Jers 1Jf the ( ;11vcrn-

111g Board. A lint~ uf credit for $SO.OOO at 1:3% interest had been spent for 
taxes ;mrl c111Tent opl'.ratinns; $105,000 remained to he paid 011 back taxes: 
the new pr()pcrly t.ix was $22.000, up $16,500 from 198.1; and ;i computer 
was neC'ded t 11 rcpbce the unsatisfactory leasing arrangement. The Board 
approved t hl' L'' 111,:ept of borrowing to meet the projected deficit. and amended 
the standi11g rllk'.s lo sdwdulc d11es payments to conform with the tisc;il year 

of July I to Jum· :w. 
The u1nsc11sus of the June annual membership meeting was to borrow 

up to $200,0tHl ;l!ld then to retire the loan with funds provided by the mem­

bership. An assessment of $50 was approved. <111cl a dr-ive was bunched for 
new life n1e111bus ;1t $1,000. with the rate Ill rise to $2.SOO dfedive J.1n11;1ry 
I, l~lHS. By yc;1r"s end, 224 new life members had t;1kcn ;idv;intagc of the 
lower rate. hri11ging the total life mernberships to :lG9. 

In Oct<1lwr. a renegutiated lease was signed with IS2U New llarnpshire 
Associates Extending the life of the lease from 20 to :m ye;irs was ;i con­
cession 111 I L1rvey Jacobsen, a new investor in the consortium, but raising 
the S-year innease from Jt)'/"I, to S0'7i, of CPI benefitted the Club. /\second 
trnst i11 tlw ;w1111111I nf $200.000 was pbced 011 the !wilding. 

The b< 1rnli11g u 11npany paid $52 .7L!I 1 if the .'j;()(i,0110 d1irm.:d f< ir id(:nt ifia · 
ble losses ;rnd ;1dviscd th;it it would cond11cl ils own audit before p;iying n1nre. 

Even witl1 ;;11d1 fonnid;ible probk111s ;ind lw1nde;1n l'fforts t1111ven·1111H: 
thelll. tht.: ClulJ run;1i11ed true to its d1ar;t<:lt·r ;111<1 u111ti1111cd to offer h11th 
pleilsurable and politically significant activities. Clar~1 Beyer and Alva Dawson 
were n;imed llonorary Vice-Presidents. joining Peggy ri.fann. Florence Hoff. 
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India Edwards ;111d Elizalwth Sayre who lwJ been named previous!\'. 111 .1\pril 
a group attended Ilic ;J111111.1l ml'cting of De11HH_Tats /\broad in llcidellil'rg 
a11d was feted by i\mcrica11 offil·ials in Paris and ivladrid. Thc l'ulili1· l'olicy 
Committee 'fosk Forces prt:pared a series of Issue Alerts for the ca111paig11 
year, and luncheon and dinner programs focussed on the theme · · Eltxtinn 
'84-\V<imen llold !he l\ey." Congresswoman Geraldine Fen~1ro had just bee11 
named chairperson of lhe Democratic National Convention when she ;id­
dressed the Club. /\flcr her nomination as Walter J\fomlale's Vice Presidential 
running mate. she called rn1 \VNDC for help. Cathy Fletcher set up a sdwd­
ule prnviding lwo volu111l't'.IS cad1 day for the next three wt•eks. 

'')low 111 C1iok l~l';1g;111's (;!HhL··· contai1wd 110 favorilL' recipes fro111 
n1e1nliers ;111d such notables as Ji111111y Carter. Edw;1rd Kl'nllech· ;111d 1';11d 
Newman. Eleanor Scag1~1vcs. g1~111ddaughter of !'resident Roosevelt. r1·\·c;1it:d 
that FDR added absinlh<.: to his martinis. The cookbook was spi1·ed wilh 
items frnm Ronald Reagan's indigestible political menu-things lw <llld hrs 
appointees had said and done. to illustralL' that he had been n;nki11g his "w11 
goose. Over 1.500 en pies were sold. including a shipment to the I >e11H 11Tal · 
ic convent ion. 

At the April 1985. Board meeting. the President updated thl' situation 
regarding the former accountant. He was arrested as a result of LTi111inal 
charges brought against him by the Club and pleaded guilty to ;1 Theft One 
charge. The police investigation re\·ealed tlrat he had embezzled at his previous 
employment but charges were never pressed. At risk of being criticized for 
lax financial management, tire Ch1b acted courageously in deciding tn prose· 
cute and may have prevented the victimization of other organizations. 

Although the ,i\pril IFNDC NEll'S promotion of the upcoming Auclio11 
and Bazaar ;is ·'deficit-dissolving·· w;is a bit of hyperbole. its success helped 
to pay daily oper;,it ing expenses. The one-day event. including lunch. din­
ner, and a live and silenl <lllcl i"n. hrnughl in $15.697. ll'ith onlv $.Silt> dcclucl -
eel for expt:11ses. 

This year the ,·1toiL·1: tif ( ;cr;ilclinc Ferr~1ni ;1s Outstanding l'l1:11Hicr;1li1: 
Woman was an c:1sv 111w. At ;1 du111pag1w reception. \\'hich yieilli:d ~:Ll<U. 
each of the :l~G guests was phC1lllgraphed shaking hands with the Vice­
Presidential candidate: the phot<ls were avaibble for purchase. 

A special fund·raising dri\'c sought l·ont ributio11s in 111clllmy 11f f!l1111cr 
WNDC President Mari;111 Drwer. perrnitling the purchase of a gr;111d pi;1111i 
for lhe Post Hoorn ;111d lhc 1:re:11irn1 of a rnai11tc11ancc fund. Scnal<>1 ;111d !'vlrs. 
Thomas Eagk:t1>11 dlln;1tcd ;1 s11dl l\i111hdl pi;mo for the St1~\·c11sll11 l~1Hn11. 

One of the firs! on.krs of busint.:ss wh<.:n Ille Club rcopent·d in Septem­
ber 19Wi. w;1s a se111inar for BoanJ me111bers on interpreting financial state­
ments. presenl!..:cl by I >nnna (;lcnn. \VNDC member and co-author of· 'Off 
Your I>uffs and lip Your Assets." President Jensen emphasized that Board 
members are financially lial.Jle and need to understand a balarh:c sheet. 

The financial situation continued to deteriorate throughout the fall with 
expenses exceeding income by over $14.000 each month. In I Jecember. the 
Club retained the services of Susan Eisenberg, a financial consultant. lo put 
WNDC on a sound fin;mcial basis, and in May 1986, namt:d her Executive 
Director. At the s;1111e meeting. the Board recommended tn the general mem­
bership an increase in resident member rlues from $17S to $200. effci:t ive 
the next fiscal year. 

Ni it withstanding financial problems. E-186 was a successful year. Just wi­

der 300 members attended the annual meeting in June and heard President 
Marelyn Tank report th;it 16.000 were served ;it luncheons ;ind dinners the 
first half of the year. aided by a hospitality commit tee of 100: volunteers han­
dled 15,000 pieces of mail for the Democratic Senate Campaign Comrnil tee: 
three seminars 011 shaping the Democratic agenda enrolled 23S people: ;ind 
membership g1nv hy 100 to a total of 2 .373. 

Many programs attracted press attention; four were covered by ten or 
more press and broadcast oganizations. and C-Span filmed and telecast 
frequently. Tire appearance nf the Canadian Arnbassadur's wife. Sandra 
Gottlieb. right after the notorious "slapping" incident. drew a record thir­
teen reporters. perhaps because she had just cancelled a Nal ion; ii l'ress Club 
commitment. She complimented her courteous WNDC audience. volunteer­
ing, "I feel devastaterl-ynu know what I mean. fou were kind enough not 
to ask that question.·· 

The Club demonstrated its unflagging interest in political affairs by hosting 
a meeting and reception in March for the National Federation of l>e111ocralic 
\Vnmen. Jean Jensen represented the Club at the Federal ion's annual con­
ference in Ark;msas. carrying PPC Task Force resolutions on foreign policy. 
social security. education. hu111an rights. and tax p<1licv which were ;1u:cpt -
eel by the rnnfcrt'ncc. 

An exciting new ide;1 for the spr111g fund-r;1iser w;1s t hv sale of ii~tl 

chances for ;1 seve11-111ght cruise for two 1rn the Mississippi Queen, i11d11d­
ing two nighls in New Orleans-a package v;ilut:d ;11 $:>.:wo. ;\ gal;1 cvcrring 
on May :H>th fc;11ured Mrs. Foggyboltom. a nightch1h enlt•rtainer. ;ind lhc 
Po11charlrai11 N<'w ( lrle;111s Jazz R111d. C1111gresswo111;111 I .i11dv Boggs. g1wsl 



11f honor f"r t hl'. t·vernng. drew t lw name llf the luckv winner. < ;1;1fh·s l llil­
Katcher_ 

In Septc111her. ;1 co11t r:ict was signed with l't'abody Cuurt. a folld rna11-
;1ge111cnt co111p;my. It> provide an executive chef to supervise the W N DC 
kitchen staff and do the IJUyi11g. with the Club paying the cust of the food. 
The Executive Committee. prompted by complaints from members ;111d dis­
putes with the con1pa11y. terminated the experiment in October ;md decided 
that the Club must :igai11 l'lllploy its mm chef ;incl kitchen sLtff. 

The audit report for FY 1985/86. which em.led June :30. showed a11 <>per­
at ing deficit of $90.oon. This short f;1ll necessitated spending dues rcvenw: 
fm FY 8()/87 to p;1\· t'Xpc11sc:-; illL'Il!Ted during the previous fo;c;1l y<·ar. 

The new Club year did not begin auspiciously. Susan Eisenkrg resigned. 
citing disagreement with the Board over the definition of her role. The se;11ch 
for a food and beverage man;iger and a chef continued: a ternporan· arrangl'­
IlH'nt with llelt>n Wassennan · s Restaurant following tlte abort iH: catcri11g 
experiment resulted in $15,UOO in unpaid food and kitchen st;iff IJills. Tlw 
District of Columbia increased its assessment of the Club"s pm pert\' IJy 2Y'!·;,, 
adding $14.000 to tlte re;1l estate tax. And compounding the gloo111. tlte Club 
was plai,.111ecl by a rash of thefts. including rugs from the Post and First (,;1-
dies Rooms. a French clock. lamps, and a Hobart kitchen mixer wcigl1i11g 
175 pounds tltat had cost $1.800. Even the copper gutters were ripped from 
the roof line. 

With characteri:-;tic dder111i11atio11. the..: leadership attacked these prob­

le111s. Finance Committee member Gerry Braun renegotiated the rnortg;tgl' 
on 1520 New I lampshire A1·enue with the l\kL1chlen National Bank by cum­

bining the existing 1st and 2nd trusts and obtaining a lower interest rate. 
The new note called for a monthly payment of $5.038, with a 5-year balloon 
parment due in 1992. The Mc Lad1le11 Bank also granted a line of credit. 
allowing a rmximum of $10'.1.000, at a p1ime plus 2'Yi, interest rate. The Febru­
ary Board meeting ;1ppn>\'ed tl1ese mc;1s11res. 

In a11 effort to reduce tlw deficit. a kt tcr to the n1en1bcr:-;hip solicited 
contributions, with a goal of $20,00tl. The Club retained att1>111cv St;lllley 
fishmen. of Wilkes. Artis. l\edrick and Lille. to appeal the assess111ent. 
resulling in a savings of $9.000. Legal action also settled the Wasscnn;m bills 
at $10.000. 1 nsuratHT d1ims were fib I for the theft los:-;es. 

Tl1t..: di1111cr org;111izl'd f<>r h~liruary 10th to l1011or Spl'<iki:r Ji111 \Vriglit 
and Mrs. Wright was stw1:<:ssf11l beyond all expectations. !\ prnj1·1·kd prnfit 
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of iit1.lii0 ih·(;111w Si~i.:i:-\:i. l'•ilitic:tl. 1·1vic 11nill11. industri;il. ;1ml c11tvrL1i11-
ment Vll"s attended. l'erh;1ps the gre;itest benefit was the uplJc;it IlH>od 
created b~· the event. 111 appreciation of the follcl and services dll11ated by 
Pamel:i llarri1n;111. the Club presented her with ;1 11111sic l>m; that pbyed 
"!Lippy Pays .'\re ll('rt' 1\~;1i11 ... topped hy :i d()f1kt·~· ;111d ;1 ln;1ss pl;1q1H· ;1p­
prnpri;1telv e11gr;1vc< I. 

I 11 !\pril. t lie B11;mf ;1pprnved ;1 l~J87/H8 budget propos;tl which c;tlled 
for ;i11 i11crL·:1Sl' i11 d11cs ()f $]1)0 in all c;1tcgorit-'.S. Thi:-; prnpos:tl ;1ugnientcd 
the $25 increase fm resident members passed in l\fay l)f the preceding vcar. 
raising dues from $17S to $300. Despite l:oncern th:it the incn..:ase could 1·;111se 
;111 ;1ttritill11of20'~;,, tlw action was appr"ved ;it ;1 s1w1:i;tl nw111hcrship 111tTI -
ing c:tlled b1· l'n:s1dc11t T111k on !\fay I). 

The Fl)reig11 l'oliL'y ·1:1sk Force presc11lt'd a repmt 011 tlic Centr;tl ;\111cri­
L"a11 Study Croup ')(1111 at the May Board meeting lligltlighh i11dudecl :1 
descriptio11 of tlw \\;1r111 welcome the group had recci,·ecl throughout Cen­
tral i\mcric;i and tlH'ir ;111alysis of politic;il leadership i11 the ltnst rnuntrics. 
The full report w:1s made al'ailable to all members in the !\rchives a11d the 
Lihr;irv. 

•
1
\ d1;1111p;1g11c opening cclebratio11 grl'eted tlw lrn1g-;1w:1ited I >e11111u ;i­

tiq11e Boutique <>II l\fay 20. M;iry Lou Friedman. who s11l>111ittcd tlw win­
ning name "Sig11 of the llo11key." rnt the ribbon. 

In resp< inst: to the letter soliciting cnntributio11s 11> bab11L"e the budgt:I. 
by May 2:n 11wlllliers had given $2GA47. Exceeding the $20.0tlO go;tl w;1s 
especi;illy wclf'o111e as the Club once again faced a 111ajnr prohlc111. !\w;1re 
of the growing rnnrcrn about ;isbestos in older buildings. the Club L·ons1ilted 
the architect of the house renovation. 'fom Manion. !\ survey clone bv :\:-;­

bestos Aliate111ent Services. Inc. found that the asbestos i11 the Stevenson 
Room ceiling. kitchen and basement was in a friable condition. meaning nakes 
co11lcl enter the air if disturbed. After much discussion. the June Board meet­
ing :1pprovccl a lllotion to initiate the asbestos remov;II i11 !\ug11st ;1t the prn­
pnsecl cost of $80.000, and a motion to appoint ~111 ad IHw c1 >111mit kt· to find 
a financing 111ct hod by the July Board meeting. 

Senator Barbara Mikulski. recipient of the 1987 Out:-;ta11ding Ue111< 1cT;1li1_· 
Woman Award. was honored at a luncheon on June 22nd. Maryland cr;ib­
cakes recognized tlte Senator's home st;1te. The on:asio11 ;ilso marked the 
ovenluc ;1dditi<111 f)f ;1 step for the podiu111. k11ow11 lw11<·dorth ;1,; tl1t· "Mil\lllski 
Step." 



The seardi cc11111nittet··s diligl'nn:: throughout a sunllner c11;dilt:d tl1t: 
Club 10 hire l'vlarlha l\.Ja1ming as ,1\dmi11istrator (after six uwnths. the desig­
nation \\~ls changed to Director), and Patricia Donovan-Wilson as llrnise Man­
ager. Their ;ippointmcnts followed a period of constant staff turnover at ;ill 
levels. ere at ing a confused and inefficient oper.1tion <JS well as excessive t r~1ining 
costs. Financial records were both incomplete and incorrect. During the en­
tire fall of 1987 it was not possible to produce any financial statements. The 
Club's most steadfast uffice employee was Mary Catucci, whose crucial role 
in handling reservations kept the Club functioning throughout its upheavals. 
The Board recognized her 25 years of service in February 1988, by presenting 
her with a bouqut>t of flmvr:rs. a poem by Janet Koch and a check for !f;:ion. 

One of l'vLirtha l\trrn1ing · s first adrninist rative changes was t11 repl;1n: 
the Club's contribution of $13,000 per year to employee IR1\'s with a bonus 
to conform with the new I RS regulations 011 retirement pbns. i\t ;1 subse­
quent Board rneeting, Covernor Dalma Yaney clarified this annu;tl ·'bonus"· 
as a policy, not merely a grat11it y. to acknowledge Ieng! h of scr\'ic<' ;111d t< 1 
encourage rnntinuit y. 

An innovative fund-raiser in the spring of 1988 appealed to members· 
love of fashion and a good bargain. Joan Millen arranged with a N"rth Caro­
lina company to turn the Stevenson Room into a showroom for ultr<.1-suede 
apparel, offered at 40r7r, off retail prices, with the Club receiving 10% of the 
$47,000 sales plus reimbursement for expenses. The Finance Conm1ittee 
was so pleased with the profit that plans were made immediately to repe;1t 
the event in 1989. Another $4,000 flowed into Club coffers from a Scandina­
vian cruise, which offered participants the opportunity tu meet the Ameri­
can Ambassador and the Democrats Abroad group in Copenhagen. 

i\n Exploratory 'fosk Force on Growth met on May 20 and 21 with mul­
tiple objectives: tn review the Club's history in the light of its purposes and 
achievements: tn assess present functions: to envision its role in the de­
veloping political cnvirnrm1ent: to identify key st1~1tegies in the areas 11f rnem­
bership, services and progr;m1s; and to make recommend<Jtions 1111 the rolt~ 
of the Director. Facilitator Bunty Ketcham guided the two-day session and 
prepared a final report at a cost of $2 JOO. The participants agreed that it 
was an extraordinary experience. and President-elect Jane Freeman under­
took to work toward implementing the task force's recc.1m111eml;1tillns. 

In expressing the Bllard's th;mks to President Jean Jensen ;it tit(: final 
nweting of her term. Phyllis Fineshreiber noted that only one other presi-

dent h;1d 11'111111"il tr1 ,,l·n·t· the U1d1 (<11 ;i tl11rd 1 .. 1111: till· f1111111l1·r. ll;1isv 
l larri1m11 

Priflr to l~loH. the Club lrnl aclr11it.cc! 111L·n to assc1ciatc mer11ht:·1:;hip. with­
out voting and otlwr pnvileges. Winn Newrnan w;1s invited to joill hut declined 
as a m;1tter of principle. In 1qs7. Mr. Newman. as counsel to the 1\rneric;111s 
for Democratic /\i'ti•Hl. filed a discrimination suit against the all-rnale Clls­
mos Cluh, which resulted in opening that dub to women. Subsequently, 
WNDC was notified bv the D. C. Office of Human Rights tlr;it its me111bcr­
ship records would be subjei:t to examination. On July '27. 1988 the Club ;1c­
cepted Winn Newr11an as a Hesiclcnt Member. This historic acti11n was not 
merel)· a brnr to the inevitable; it was an :isscrtioll of tire WNl>C plrilosnphy 
of inclusion alld a rcl:ognition of the lleed to expand its scope. The decisioll 
has proved ol cn11r111r111s benefit ill the lift~ of the Club. as Winn and other 
male rr1cmber:; lr:11·c plaved active mies. inch1dillg seni1:es tlll tlw Cri\'f·rn­
illg B<1;11d. 

J\t the Juh· Hr1;1rd r11eeting. !'resident Frec111;1n th;111kl'd _k;111 kllsL·11 f<lr 
representing th<: Club ;1t the Democratic Convention in Atlanta at her 11wn 
expense. Jeall. in t11rn. thanked the members who had helped wit It crcrler1-
tials. intr11d11diolls !<1 VIP delegates. and hard-to-get hotel accc11rn11t1dati<1lls. 

The sernnd pli;1sc of the ;islJestos removal projed. the Ha)·burn Lrn111gc 
ceiling. was completed ill i\ugust. with the total cost of $81. l:i4 financed h\· 
a loan from the l\kLwhlen Bank. 

Fr~111;\11dcrsrn111·;1s the lucky winner of the l~l-d;1y S1111th 1\1m:nr:;111 Lruisc 
for t wn worth $l0. 140. Ticket sales by members totaled :fi7. I '2:i. with :f;:l,700 
profit after expenses. !'egg)' l\fann was the s11pcr-s;tles1rnn1<1n. scllin.l! 2·1 
books of tickets. 

The Cont rib11tio11s and Endowments C ornmit lee, under the leadt~rship 
of Joan MiUen. developed a program for mernori;tl donations. 1\ special enve­
lope was designed fnr the clnnnr to specify the use 11f the gift for club fur­
nishings or unrestricted use. The plan was ;111 inst;1lll Slll."1:<:ss: $:l,8:{.ri w;1s 
received in the fit:;t six weeks. and donations h;1ve co11trr11rcd. induding scvcr~d 
legacies. Thus the Club can reupholster and rep;1ir 111;1ny 11f its fine pit'<.<'S 
of furniture without drawing on operating funds. 

A change in tlw By-L;iws the prcvir1usJ111tl· pr()vidt:d for t11·c1111cdi11gs 
per year in order to !iring important dewlopments to the f11ll rncmbt:rship 
on a more time!\· h;1sis. The first frill semi-anrnr;tl nll:rnlwr,;l1ip flll:t:ling w;1s 
held November :m. 
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Club Trl':isun·r l'risl·ilLi Sweeney prnp11sed ;1 c;i111p;11gn f1ir funds t11 pur­
d1;ise :fill 111ud1-needed 1·Jiairs. In January 1989, the Building ;111d ( ;m11nds 
Committee displ;iyed tw!l sa111ple chairs for the Board's choice. i\ Oyer urg­
i11g ''Everyone a Chairperson.'· i11vitcd members lo purchase 11Jlt' or 11Hlre 
chairs al a cost of $7:i each. !\fore than $25.000 was contributed. ;111d 360 

white leather chairs now g1~1ce the Stevenson Room and the Rayburn l.mmgt>. 

Careful planning ;111d diligt~llt f!lll!lw-through guara11leed the s1w1Tss of 
the dinner honoring Se11ate l\fajority Leader George Mitchell 011 J\fard1 J:i. 

Even at a cost of $150. the first 218 reservations quickly filled the Stcvenso11 
Room, with a long waiting list. Pamela Harriman served as llnnor;1ry Ch;1ir. 
The event grossed $12 .74 5: bill reductions and donations by vend ms and 
other friends of the Club. and the superb performance by the staff which 
made it unnecessary to hire outside help. meant a whopping net prcifil of 
$25,809. Photographs were made available for purchase by members. Presi­
dent Freeman presented the Senator with an l lonorary J\lemlwrsl1ip. 

The June 9 Bazaar was another outstanding fund-raiser. The p11 illt fn 1111 
sales topped $16.000. the Uoutique did a land-office business and the lo11nge 
buffet broke all records for attendance. The special articles for sale inclmled 
a sweater kHit by actress Betty Furness, a pewter bowl from Sh;u1111 l~1wk­
efeller. a beautiful sheer wool blouse from Nepal, a cartoon by llerhlod:. 
and the hit of the day. a mink t:oat that had been bequeathed to Ele;mor 
Seagraves by her aunt. Eleanor Roose\·elt. The selection was so spcctarn­
lar that one woman was heard to say. ·'These Demncr;1tic wnlllen have 11ice 
things to sell-much better than the Salvation Anny!" 

AL the beginning of FY 1989/90. the Club repaid $90.000 borrowed !lll 
its line of credit the preceding vear-;1 practice followed for the pn~vio11s sever­
al years. Clearly the Club could not continue to pay last year's expe11ses 
from current clues. The Finance Co111111ittee labored over options for restnring 
fiscal health. including selling 11r refinancing the investment property next 
dnnr. and converting from Il<lll-protlt to profit tax status. hut the optio11 rec!llll­
mended to the Octol1er (;overni11g Board \\~ls an ;1ssessment of ;t;Jf'i() tin l?esi 
dent and Life 111ernbcrs. \\'ilh t!lrrcsponding assess111e11l on !llhcr 1~;1tcgoril's 
equal to half the annual d11es. 1\:-; expected, the ;1ssessnwnt res11lkd i11 at­
trition in membership, l!IJt most members supported the effort. ;IJld ;i t11t;il 
of $194,000 was addt'd t11 the tn·as111Y The vcar ended with ;1 s11rpl11s 11f 
$18Sm. 

i\llhough the FY l~JK~J/~ltl dc!lcit l1ad hcc11 erased. it w;1s p;1i11l1Iih lliJ\1-
!llIS that tlw nper;1ti1111al st;mrLird cxpei:!t:d !iv llll'.llllwrs 1:1ndd nlll ill' 111;1i11-

taint.:d w1tl1 l~t·sit!,·11t d1ws 11f :t;:!11tl. 111 f\·1:1\". l~l~Jll tlw hn;111u: Co111111illtT 
presented the h;inJ Lids ;111d recn11mie11ded ;m i11cre;1sc to $400. Fnllowing 
011 the heels nf the ;issessrnent. the increase was bitter 111edicine, but once 
again. the B();inl ;1pprovecl ;md the attending nw111hers ratified the acti1111 
at the sc111i-;1111111;il 111t:eling 

Tha11b t" tlw h;1rd work which lllakes sud1 cvt.:nts s11t·cessful. rn;111y 
rnernbl'rs 1wrr· ;dill' Ill p;1trrn1ize ;111nther bll ultra-sucrl<~ sale. vielding $4.(HO. 

J\fartl1a J\·Li1111i11g resigned in November i11 ordt:r to spend 1rn1re lillle 

with her new baby.1 Civen the serious financial situation, the Executive Com­
mit let.: cleciclt>d n11t tn replace her and asked Trish Donnvan to head the ad­
ministr;1ti1t: st;1ff as Ceneral J\·lanager. Anne Nicholson was promoted tr.; 
Coordi11at1 lr for /\d111inistrative Services and 1.ori Goodpaster continued as 
Chief 1\L·un111L111t. The departing Director recommended that serious con­
sideratirn1 IJc gi\'t.:Il f(J the size and role of the Coverning Bo:ird. Iler view 
reinforced ;m 1l11g11i11g concern of many members who believed !ht~ Bo;1rd's 
size 111;1dl' it 11111\idrh· and l1indcred timely decisinn-111;1king. 

Cln Mardi Ii. l~J~IJ. tht: Club sponsored an evening with lfon Brown. Chair­
man !lf the I lc11H>tT:1tic National Committee, who gave ;1 State-of-the-l'arty 
address. The evt·nt served not only as a fund-raiser. with a profit of $:3.:HS. 
but also as a membership recruitment vehicle. Members were asked Ln spon­
sor promi1wnt I lt·111ncrats as guests. Political spirits rose when Ron Brown 
"worked the l1rn1st.: ... slopping at tables throughout the Club lo talk with 
diners. I It: expressed his appreciation of being named ;m HClnor;1r~· l\frrn­
ber of the Cluli. 

L1dy Bini jiilu1sll!l \\~Is hon11red al ;1 l11nd11..:011 011 .'\pril ((I, with :t!'.l 111e111-
bers and guests in attendance. The B11ildi11g a11d (; rnunds C()Illlllil let' w;is 
complimented ;1t the /\pril Board meeting for sprucillg up the grounds. with 
the help of a special garde11 fund matched by President Amanda MacKellzie 
in honor nf her 11u ltlwr. a11d a donation by Jean llechinger. Aliu~ lfow;111 ;111d 
i\rm l\·lc;1dmvs ;1rr;mged outstanding press C!lVcr;1gc. 

T11111-1 l\'l'I" i11 S('ni(jr st;iff l"< lilt inued t !l ;1fft:d s 1uoot h ll)J1 :r;1t i()llS. Trish 
!>!lIH>V:lll-1 leSoto. ret:enlly married. ;1n1Hiunced that she would be le;1vi11g 
to j()ill her /\rmv ln1sb;1nd effective July 30. The April B()ard 111ceti11g ;1111 ho­
rized a scarl"h cn1111nit tee. under tlw direcli!ln of Shirk~' l lendcrsnn. for a 
IH'\\' M~1n;1_~<·r TIJ(' cxi:n1tivc sc;ird1 firm of ls;1;11·,;1111. f\lill1·r. Cil\·;1r 8: B"1Ii-

1Sui>sL·qut·11tl\'. i\Lirtl1;1 i\1:11111i11g ;..t,·111!11·i11•• li1·1·:1111,. :i .-1111> lJ1•·11iJ ... ·r :i11d ,;,·n·,·,; '" ,·iJ11,.,· ,,f 
tlw llNflc .vn1s 
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ware agreed to ;1ssist p1li /101111. Afkr c1111dudi11g ;1nu11ilit:111f i11t1·1·v1,:11·s tl1c 
search om1111it1ec rcco111mcnded Kiren l\frl\follc11 and the fl, >;in! :1ppni1'<'d 
the d111iu~ at ;1 sp1·1 ·i;il 111cct ing 111 August. 

INN<>V1\TIONS 

The clubhouse 11·as I he scene 1Jf an cxL·iting evc11t 011 the night of l\L11· 
21, 1991, when almost SCIO young pen pie gathered Io hear a11 address by 
Senator Bob Keney. and to register their interest in joining the \VN UC .'\ 
proposal fm 111embership at ;1 dues rate affordable to junior pn1fessi11n;ils 
had been 111;idc b1· rn1111g I>e111unatic activists to i\manda M;1d\t·nzil'. t'll­

d< irsed by t ht~ l\le111bership Het-ruit 111ent and Planning C11mn1it let" ;111d f11r 
111ally app1rn·ed in ccmn·pt by the ;\pril Board meeting Pa111el;i ll;1rri111;111 
was phasing out her Senatorial fundraising organization and had ge1wro11sly 
offered to give the group the copy1ighted name ''lle111ou~1ts for tlw Ninctit·s . .-. 

The proposed affiliate of the WNI>C was discussed exte11sivdy ;1t ;1 spc·­
ci;il Board 111eeti11g 11n May 22. with emphasis 011 the importance 111 liuilcling 
for the future by encciur;iging young Democrats tn join the Club . .:\ lll<Jtion 
was passed ·'That the membership category now designilted J1111ior l<csi­
dent be narned New I>ernocrats for the 90's; that the category lw li111itcd 
to men and women aged JS and 1111der; that the dues be $100 1wr yc;1r; th;1t 
no initiation fee be charged; and that members in this category h;1vc ;di the 
privileges 11f rnernlwrship 11ow ;11:rnrded to l~eside11t a11d _lu11i111 l~1·sicll'11t 
rnembers.· · 

In another 111<ivc to re-build 111ernbership. so crucial 111 the vit;dit 1· 11f tl1l: 
Club, the Board voted in April to open membership to anv llcm<ic-rat. for 
the limited period April 17-June :m. at the initial yearly rate of $190. with 
no initiation fee. This opportunity attracted rm new members. 

In a co11ti11uing dfort to p!:1n for the Club's future. a :l9-n1e111!J,~r Str:1tc­
gic !'!;inning C11111111itk1:. ll'ith f;1cilitators Edith Seashore ;md Lyn Oglt:sb1. 
met in !\pril. El91. Tlw gr11up identified five areas of i111111ediatt: (1i1H:ern: 
membership. i1mge, governa11ce. finance, a11d political ;wtivitv. Vice-President 
for Finance Donna Clenn presented the Committee's report ;o the June Roan! 
meeting which appnivcd its ccirn·ept. The most important re1:011111H:ncl;1t11111 
was to redut·c tlw size of the C11\'l'l'lling B1J;1rcl. Of speci;d intncst 11·;1s thl' 
participating attorney's ;1dviu: th;1t the Chth had beu11m· overh· c;1uti1J11s ;111d 
th;1t prilitii::d :ictil'it1· could lw <·xpand<·d with1111t jt•op;11dizi11g ;h1· Clii/1\ t;1\ 

sL1t11s. Tl1,· s1·111i-:1111111al 111,·11i11,·rsliip 111tTti11g 111,l1111L· f<11111:1llv ;1d11pt<·d 111,: 
goals iii tl11· :-;11;1l<·gi1 1'1:111 f11r 19!11/19~1;! 

•1\ftcr a t ri:il JH'ri1Jd 11f ;1 1'c;11, K11 en i\frf\'litlk·11 rL:sig11cd ;1s Cc1icral Man­
ager. ;\ st:;11d111J111111it le<'. i11tcn·iewing over tl1e s11nlllHT 1111111ths. scleclt'd 
]<:ff \tit kins ;1s the 11c11· Cl'1lc1~il Man;iger. Jeff Im iught 1na11y yc;11:;° t•xpcrie11cc 
with the C;1pitol llill Club to his c;111didacy. as well as ;1 rn~sh. t:nthusi;1stic 
approad1to111;111;1gi11g the \VNI JC operations. l lis first >'e;1r h:i:~ ;1111ply proved 
the wisdom of tllt' sc:i1d1 c11111111itfl'c's cl1oiu·. 

Dt·L·isi1111s 1H·re rt:acl1ed 011 two prnpos;ils i11 the l;ill of l~l~)J afk r fivc 
years of study and lcg;il t:<lllS\Jltations; both wen: designed to give the Club 
freedo111 to solicit bequests :111d other gifts which would be I.ax cledu1:t ililc 
to the donor. Further effmts to establish a Legacy and Emlow1nent Fund 
for the l'rcserv;1ti1i11 of Historic Property were terminated on the advice 11f 
attorneys whn cited the difficulty of showing "public benefit." a11cl for the 
111me serio11s dis;1dv;111t.ige of deeding the clubhouse to the 1 listoric Trust. 

The st.·uJ11d pl;i11 filr creation of the WNDC Educaticinal Founuation was 
S\JL'l~Cssfully excl'lltl'd, and it received approval frnrn the ms. The Founda­
tion. a separate legal entity at WNDC. will plan special publicly amwuncecl 
educational programs. The Foundation will attract new funding sources 
through tax-dt :dlll:t ible L:o11tributions to these prograllls. a11d will encourage 
community involvement for members. Extending the Club's relationship to 
the Nevel Thon1;1s Elementary School, the Fnunclation will sponsor training 
for children in the value of peaceful behavior with others. ;111 experiment which 
has proved highly successful in New fork City. The Found;1tion is man;1gcd 
by a Bo;ird of I >irectors elected by the Governing Bo;1nl of \VNI >C 

The highlight oi the fall season was the Ilaniman Centennial Oil Novelllber 
15, celebrating the IOOth anniversary of Averell Harriman's birth. Pa111ei<i 
Harriman honored the Club by inviting it to share the commemur;1tive lll:ca­
sinn with the Library of Congress, which will receive the Harriman docu­
ments and me1111irahilia. /\fore than 4(10 attended the luncheon. including 
prominent De111ou~1ls from across the country, members. friends. and young 
Democrats gathered to pay tribute tu the historic contributions of a great 
American. As a fundraiser, the event topped all past efforts. raising more 
than $85,000. i\fter expenses. the goal nf $70.000 was reached for the Club 
and the new llarri111a11 Fund. dedicated to promoting political inrnlw·n1ent 
by young Demonats. The event was chaired hy Sach;i l\lillstone. Vice 
President for Fi11;111u:, with back-up s11pport by Janet llow;11d. 1111.·111lwr of 
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the (;on:rni11g Bo;inl ;111d ;issist;111t lo l'vlrs. I larri111an, and a L1rgc: ;111d e11,·r­
get ic rrnnmit tee. 

Maintai11i11g a !Oil-year-old b11ilding means a constant drain on tlw tre;is­
ury, ;rnd frorn tillle to time a need arises th<lt cannot be met by 11on11;il b11dgt'l 
planning. Such a need on:urred i11 the foll of 1991 when the air conditioning 
unit cooling !ht~ kitchen ;md the Stevenson Room gave up the ghost. :'\ special 
appeal went out to the rnembership which responded with ch;1r;1deristi,· 
generosity. Contributions frolll 389 members. including 14 "super-coolers," 
totaled $:~8Jl80, enabling the lh1b to benefit frolll <1 10% discou11t for cash 
011 the co11tr;wtor's hill. Tlw 11cw t·q11ipnwnt was inst;1lled ovt·r tlw Cltrist-
111;is holida\·s. 

In ;iu-ord;mce with the Str;1tcgi,: Planning Conm1ittee n·u>11111w11d;iti1J11 

adopted by tlw Semi-Annual 1\kmbership Meeting in June. 19~ll. tiw spL·­
cial Cnlllrnittee on WN DC Govern<lnce presented its propns<il for changing 
the size, structure and terms of the Governing Bo<lrd tn the Janu;iry, 1992 
Board meeting. After lengthy discussion at that meeting and at tlte Fdm1-
ary meeting, a motion was passed to endorse the proposal's provisions. Si11<·L· 
the full membership had recommended the reorganization, fin;il ;i!'l ion was 
taken by th;it body in June, approving the proposal. 

As President Shirley Henderson pointed out during the discussions. tlte 
mandate to streamline the governance strncture evolved over several years. 
Beginning in 1985, strategic planning groups had studied various aspects. 
The 1992 proposal reduced the number comprising the Board from approxi­
mately 80 (varying according to committee assignments) to 24. The prin­
cipal effect was to eliminate chairs of standing and non-standing colllmittees 
as members. Standing committees are represented by the six Vice-Presidents. 
In an effort to maintain the exchange of information on committee activities 
and recognize accomplishments of committee leadership. the numhcr of mem­
bership business 11wetings Wt~rt• increased to three ;i ye;1r. 

By far the 1111>st sni1>us blow to the fi11a111:ial health of the Club was 
the crisis t:<lllsf~d by the failun- ()f the lessee of 1520 New 1 lampsliire i\w:1111e 
tn p;iy the rent. For years the performance of the consortium had been dila­
tory at best and at times disputatious. In the summer of 1991. it ;irbitrarily 
cut the monthly pay111rnt fro111 $8.'l()(l to $5.000, then fi11allv 1:c<1scd to p:1y 
at all. The default reduced the Club's annual revenue by $98,400. The situ;i­
tion was made desperate because the balloon p;iyment nf $440.(HlO 1>n tlw 
mortgage w;is due in t lw spring. 

The Exccr1tin~ llllrnnitlee engaged alturncy' Banly·l Tirana to Like k­
gal action against 1520 New Hampshire Avenue Associates. l\fr. Tir;111a 011t­
lined the grim situation to ;i somher October Board 111eeting. A total of 
$545,000 was owed to the Citizens Bank representing the 111ortg;igc ballo1111 
payment, the asbestos loan balance, and the line of credit .. 1\ddecl to this 
(I mount was approximately $52 ,000 in real estate taxes whicl1 I he tl'n;1nl w;is 
obligated to pa\· but had not paid. Citizens. like ;di b;111ks. w;is w;1ry <>f re;d 
estate loans an cl refused to refinance. In the mnnt hs to f11ll<>w, Mr. Tira11;1. 
the Executive (<>mmittee and the staff were invtJlvecl in du;d negotiations­
se;irching for ;1 ll'r1clt T that would refi11;111n· and filing suit ;1g;iinst the te11;111t 
for repossessi1111 11f tlte propt·rty. The success of tilt' fm111n clt'pc11cled 1>11 

the latter. 

In l\·Liy 1q1J:!. ~Ir. Tir;111;i gave the l;1sl <>f ;1 Sl'rit·s 11f prngrL·ss rcpllrls 
to the Board. and again to the semi-annual business 111eeting of the 111e111-
bership. The 1i111c-consu111ing, frustrating, ancl expensive legal efforts wt:re 
ultimately rcw:rnl('d. On !\larch 11. 1992, the Supe1i<>r Court entered an' >rder 
awarding the clul> possession of the building. New IL:;1scs were signed with 
the sub-tenants. The transfer of possession cleared the wav for the Ada111s 
N(ltional Bank ( forrnnly I he Women's Nat ion al Bank) to gr;i11t ;i new loan 

in the amount of $620,UOU. Thus. after six months of litigation, the Club had 
full ,:nntrol of its rPntal property, anticipating suffi,:ient reH~nue from n:11ts 
to 1:over interest payments on its indebtedness. 

Tlte J;im1ary 11"/V f)C N £IVS ;1111H>u11ced pbns f<>r l'eleln ;1t ing the Club's 

70th Anniversary, with the tlwme "Expanding Women's Rok in Politics: Fresh 
Voices-Different Choices." Mary Lou Friedm;u1 he;ided ;1 n>111111it tc<' t1 > 
present imaginative ideas for the year-long celebration. Tlw first anniver­
sary speaker luncheon prog1~1m. "Women in Tr~111sitinn: :'\ Se\·t:nt y-)~ar I 'er­
spective ," featured Esther Peterson, and the first panel <>f ;i seven-piect' 
mural. su1111narizing the Club's history in a collage of phot<>gr;1plts and dip­
pings. was pbn~d in the Stevenson Room. 

A special entcrtain111e11t e\'ent w;rc; sd1eduled for c;ich 1111 >11111. :\ppn>pri­
ately, a Valentine's IJay Reception 11:;1s held in Fi·lnu;iry. In J'vl;1rd1. ;r ll;mn· 
Party fe<lt ured prnfession;il demonstrations of seventy years 11f popul;1 r da11c1:s. 
and in April, fashion reigned with the Seven Decades of Fashion Show. In 
May, a musi(·;1l. ''Bush En Brochette.'' w;1s pcrfornH·d liy till' \VNDC Tl w­

ater Wing to a ~ell-out audience. J\11 exhibition of 70 l1>te l>;1gs. dl'cor;11L'd 
by WNllC nw1nhcrs. was hung in the Stevenson lfo11111 in J111H·. with pL1ns 
for a fall ;1udi1>n. 011 the 4th of July rnernbcrs enj1>w·d tlte 11;itillld fireworks 



GENESIS 
1922 wu a bad year for the Oemocnta. The Party was in the doldrYms. 

A massi-..e defeat auffered In the 1920 elections still cast its pall. Normalcy 
gripped the nation, auunna that the election of l9'l4 would again go tD the 
Republicans: DemocratJ would offer token resistance, holding their fire for 
a more favorable set of political circumstances. One such circumstance was 
yet to be tested. Theoretically, women of the United States had achieved 
political equaity with ~.n In 1920 by gaining the right to vote. But the woman 
voter was still barely tolerated, and the caricature of the militant suffraaette, 
wide-hat~d. voluminously skirted cousin to the redoubtable Emeline Pank- ~ · 
hurst, remained a popular 1tereotype. 

So the year 1922 seemed hardly propitious for creating a \\bman11 Na .. 
tional Democratic Club. Yet the idea bad been 1enninatina in the minds of 
a few w0inen who saw auffrqe as a key to expanding the role of women 
Ill politict. ". 

A letter, dated July 5. 1922, from Mrs. J.' Borden Harrhnan (Daisy) to 
Mrs. Thomas Bayard stated that a group of naaonally prominent Democratic 
women bad approached her with a proposal to eatabliah such a club in 
Washington, D.C. It would be a ploneerins effort, and it could be valuable 

· to the WQmen of the Democratic National Committee in their work. 

Her letter outlined a plan for ~nting a suitable hauae, at no more than 
· ~SO a month, to aerw as a central headquarten. 'The house would contain 
· dinina fadllties, a library, a lecture room and a few bedrooms for out-of-town 

members. Annual duet 9'1Culd be $25 for n!lident members and $lO for non­
resident memben; initiation fees would be $25 and $10. 

On Ncwember 24, 1922, Mrs. Harriman chaired the first meeting of an 
orpnizational comsnittee devoted to ~tails of establishing the club-wayw 

and means of &nancing, and the appointment of a committee to select a suit· 
able building. It was agreed to meet weekly at Mra. Harriman' a house until 
plans were completed. 

Within the week, the orpnization committee wu in full swins. Twenty· 
five hundred letten were sent out solidtina membership. A category of Found­
ers was established-charter memben wbo would contribute $100 in addi­
tion to dues.1 The Founders had a common bond: they took the privilege 
of "VOtin& seriously, and they aimed to make the vote me~ fur their 
own and succeeding generations by expandizli political awareness. 

The Club was incorpol3ted, with Mrs. Harriman, Mary Scott Townsend 
and Antoiueue Funk u incorporaton. A Board al Governo111 was elected 
and authorized to lease or purchase a property at 1724 Eye Street. Mrs. 
Harriman wu elected the fint president.• 

Mn. Charles S. Hamlin (Bertie), an eye witneu to the birth oftbe Club. 
recalls Republican reaction when news of the Club' a formation leaked out 
on back pages of the newspapers. The Republicans were particularly scom­
fuJ ·of the aeaJ, which had been approved unanimouaJy by the Board. •'A. s~aJ 
with the world on it and 'Democracy' across the middle-how impractical! 
Ia it to be kept in the Smithsonian or in the Treaaury wult? Seven million 
majority for the Republicans, and Democnts in debt, and the Club buY' a 
aeal!'' was the chonaa. Mrs. Hamlin recalls, ''We all had an obsession about 
a seal, and lladlY nised a fund amona ourselves to have the seal cut. It 
was handed about at a meeting with reverence, and we all felt inwenaely 
proud." · · 

... 

. I 

' 



Amonsr non-re1idects who joinP-rl the Club duriq the early part of 1923 
was Ml'I. Franklin D. R.oo_•_e.~lt, o( Hyde Park, N.Y. 

THE ROOSEVELT. YEARS 
The Club greeted the new Democratic Adminiatntion with a reception 

for Mnt.. Franklin D. R.ooaeYelt, and a luncheon fer tbe Democratic women 
in Congre11. 

The New Peal was like a maanet. brinlini in outatmdina national polit­
ical ft,ure1, ·academics, economitts, and ~tratl\'e experts. The Cl\lb 
became a prime s~ board for tMiddeas. Projectl which were rapidly 
being woven into the tapeatrY of the New Deal were aired at Club meetinas 
and reported ta the pre11. Editon and political correspondents frequently 
appeared 11 guest speakers. 

f 
When the 1939-l!MO seaaon ·opened, Wat had beiWl in Europe. Mn. 

Rooaevelt•a Democmk: W:>men'a Day address from the clubhouse was broa~ 
ca.st by all three networks. The September 27th date commemorated the 
day in 1919 when the Democratic National CommittM, anticipatina ratifica­
tion ol the \\Oman Suffnie Amendment, voted to ac:lmlt women to mem· 
berahip. That action preceded ratl1ic&tion by almost 1 tllll year. The tradition 
of Democratic W:>men'1 Day as a fund-raiser for tbe National Committee 
was established by Mn. Roosewlt, and twt>-thirda of the proceeds from 
events planned for the day were turned ~r to the Committee. 

At the 11nt dinner of the fall season, ~. Roosevelt urpd the nation 
to set an example 1 'to which it can point with pride . • : ' Many member1 
opposed intenention, qreeina with an iddrea1 by Senator ~h of Maa­
uchusettl that "people are Wlited in their determi:aation to atay out uf for· 
elan Win." Champlana "faoJation, ncutDlity, and ~ndon alike accepted 
Invitations to plead their causes at the Club. 

Spurtt of politics aa uaual helped to relieve war anxiety. As the National 
Convention approached, dJsagreement flourished over the possibility of an 
unprecedented thlrd term for Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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SURROGATE SPEAKER'S Krr INVhNTOKY L1sr 

Letrt!r from Guvemor Richard Cde:sre 

Speech Format 
One page form~t of rhe model speech, 

Speech Model 
~ive page sample of a typical speech. 

Spokesperson Tips 
Pointers on effective speaking. 

Health Sec:urifl;: The President :S Repon tu the American People 
One hundred thirty-six page book outlining the President's health care refonn proposal. 

Q & A List 
Answers to the most commonly asked questions. 

Healrh Care Video 
16 minute VIIS ca3sctte discussing the problems of rhe health c~-tr~ "y;;rem and the President's solution. 

3 Charrs 
Fold om. 24'' hy 36" charts. 

Plan Comparison Churl 
Chart comparing various health care proposals by category. 

List of NHCC State Contact~ 
A 50 state listing of National Health Care campaign contacts. 

List of Senators and Congress Members 
Name and address of every U.S. Senator and Congressperson for use in addressing Cor.gressional po.st carJs. 

Sample Volunreu and Congressional Cards 
Sample of volunteer and Congressionw l:ai·ds to be pa$Sed out at speo.k.ing engagements. 

Sample National Healrh Care Campaign Brochure 
Sample of brochure to be pass~d out ar speakine Mgagements. 

Event Request rorm 
Sample of fomi to be used when requesting a surrogate speaker. 

Event Follow-up Form 
Sample of form to be filled our by surrogate speaker after each speaking event. 
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f. lntroducr1on & Warm-Up 
Goal: To establish a conr.ec~ion Wi{h the (!Uuicm,;c;:. Let th~m know who you are and why you have 
somethin~ personal and imparrant to re!l them about che need for healch care refonn. If you are speakrng 
co a health care related organization. indicate they play a critical role in the heaith care refonn struggle. 

Method: 
• Thank rhe moderator for your introduction or the audience for the invitation. 
• Introduce yourself and tell why you a.re speaking to them. 
- Tc:II a. story about how the health care sys;cem relate.; to you and/or the audience. 
- Wake up a sleepy or bored audience by posing questions and asking for a response by a show or 

hands. 

II. Principles of the President's Plan 
Goal: Explain the President's hcnlrh care reform by defining the six principles. Stace che current 
problems using one or wo facts. Explain how the President's plan is the solution to th~ problems. 

Ill. How the Sysr~m Will Work 

GoaJ: To explain in simple terms how individuals will receive healch care coverage under th~ Clin1on 
plan. for a visual uf Liu:: 11ew ~ystem, use the cho.vt entitled, "How You Get C'ovl"r~e~: The ~ew Sys -
tern." 

N. How the Syst<fm Will 86 Pajd For 

Goal: To explain how the ?resident's plan is based on rhe same system of paymenr rhat is u)ed today. 
Employers pay 80% of the cost of w1 avc1a.gc plan. Employees pay the rest. Discounts. will bf' provided 
for small business and the unemployed. Underscore that the President's plan is the easiest to understand 
and implement in a way that is fair to small business. 

V Personalize the Plan 
GoaJ: Explain how reform is relevant to lhe group you are addressing -- . how they will pen;onally 
benefit from enactment of the President's plan. Build a connection between the audience and the need 
for getting involved in the campaign to pass the President's health care retonn. 

VI. Comparison ro Other Plans 
Goal: Establish a ditterence between the Presidc:m's plan and the oth.;;r hell.1th reform propo:;als before 
Cnngress. Clarify that, apart from a government-financed plan, the Presidenr's is the only plan that 
offers universal 'overage and a defined set of comprehensive benefits. Explain rhat by allowing states 10 

"uvvl a single-payci: plan. the Health Security Act recogni7.es the mertis of the single-payer system. 

1///. The Campaign 
G091: F.xplain the campaign and how they can become involved. 

Vlll. Thank tht: Audie11~e and Take Questions 
Goal: Be prepared to answer questions on how the plan will affect individuals. See the prepared list of 
Questions and Answers. 

IX. Closing Statement 
GuaL Prepare a final comrnenc when the whole s;e~sion i.::. over char relates back to your opening story 
and puts in historic comexc the enormous fight ahead and its importance to cur future. 
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NATIO~AL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIG~ 
Model lpeecb 

P.4 

This is a sample speech providnljnr yollf use at general p:.4blic speaking engagements. For th~ best e}fnt. 
we encourage you put rhe speech in your own words and use your personal experience. 

L lntPodlctlan I WIPID-UD 

Thank you for inviting me here tonight. I came to talk to you about the health care sym:m and why [ am 
supporting the President's plan for reform. As a staff nurse at Rivc;rside Hospital. cvcrydo.~, l :&m reminded why we 
need health care refomi now. It's not just th~ mountains of paper\.vork I have co endure, or the waste and misu;;e or" 
costly resources I see. It's che people who are affected by our broken health care system. Take. for example. ch~ 
young morher Who was adm.ilted a few days 1:1.go with cervical cancer She couldn't afford health care coverage for 
herself. but she made sure her three young children were immunized and in good health. They were fine. bur they 
lost their mother because she didn't have access to affordable. preventive htalth c.ve that could h•r~'e diagnosed h~r 
:.;ancer in rime. 

How many of you know someone who is without health insurance this pasr year' We hear about thirty-seven 
million people who are uninsured and twenty· two miHion more who are insured, but don't ha vc rhe coverage chey 

n=d. We [hink abouc them as somebody else. as people we don't know, But the uninsured and underins:.ired ue 
us. The uninsured a.re the people I come in contact with everyday. For that reason. health care reform :sn' t just Bill 
Clinton'sjob. It isn't JUSt the job of our senators and members of Congres;. He;:ilth care refonn is the job of each 

and every one of us here. and every single citizen across this country. 

L Pll .... 111111 a. Pr11-·1 Piii 
On ~eptember 22, Prc::si\k:nt Clinton outlined his plan for he~ltn refonn to the C;:,ngress. He presented six 

principles. To understand the plan, I want to review those principles. 

Securiry 

Problem: Two million Americans lose their health insurance every month. Millions of Americans 
are just a pink slip away from losing their llealth insurance, aml uuc serious illness away from 
losing all their savings. Millions more are locked into the jobs they have now just ~cause rhey or 
someone in their family has once been sick and they have what is called a preexisting condition. 
And on any given day, over 37 million Americans · over 85 percent of whom are workin~ people 
and their little children - nave no health insurance at all (se.e chart: .. Who Are rhe Uninsured?"). 

Solution: The Health Security plan guarantees every American a..'ld legal resident health coverage 
that can never be ta.ken away. The 1,;omprehensive benefits package pmvid.es a full range of ser· 
vices and there are no lifetime limits on medical coverage. 

But there are limits on annual out-of.pocket expenses: $1500 for an individual and $3000 tor a 
family. 

Simplicity 

Problem: Today 1,)00 insurers use huud.reds and hundreds of differ~nt forms_ Due to increasing 
paperwork demands, the number of health care administrators ls growing 4 times as fast as [he 
number of doctors. The average doctor's office spends ~O hours a month pu~lling paper. Nurse:"; 
vften have to fill out 19 forms to account for one person's hospital :>tay. No orher nation has a 
system like this. The number of different forms are time consuming for health care provillero;, 
they're expensive for healthcare con:::;urncrs, they'rceMSperating for anyon~ who's ever trled to sit 

down around a table and wade through them and figure them out. 

1 
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~oh.&cion: l"nJ.:r th~ Prt:.l<JC'nr.·-. rrnrn..;;il rht"'n-• will he Ul'lc ,und:1rn .. ·!.:·.irn r .. irm - n1H h 1n"r.'.!' 

Gv\ emmt!nt rule., ;.ind re;;ularions will be ~implified. Docrors ·.v lil no longer h.:i-.·i:: tu i..: heck 'A tth ;.i 

bureaucrat in an ortice thousands uC mile~ away bdu1c: ordering a ~i111plc !>l~>utl Lt:::>L Evi;:1:uuc wil! 

have a Health s~curity Card. This card· with full protection for privacy and ~onfident[allty - v.·l!I 
allow for electronic billing and the creation of an lnfonnation network on health care. Th ts will 
reduce paperw1>rk and simplify the sysrem. The Bresident's plan will get rid of the fin2' pnnr. 

Every policy will have the same s~t of comprehensive benefits. enabling yell to ~imply compare 
plans and understand what is covered. 

Stn:ings 

Problem: Our nation ·s health costs have nearly quadrupled ~ince 1980 (see chart: --family Health 
Care Cosrs A.re Skyrocketing"). Without refonn. one of every five dollars our nation spends will go 
to health care by the year 20CX>. Right now we're spending over 14 percent of our national incorn~ 
on health care - Canada is at LO; nobody else is over nine. Rampant medical inflation is eacmg 
away at our wages. our savings, our investment capital, our ability to create new joos in the private 
~ector and our public Treasury. Seventy-five percent or· all new state and local revenues over the 

last twelve y~Ms have been eaten up by spiraling health care costs. 

Choice 

Health costs create a major burden for American business, panicularly manufacturing companies 
wirh older workers and large numbers of retirees. Healch care costs add 51 l O co rhe price of every 
car made in America - <km hie the cost added to Japanese imports. Unless we do something about 
skyrocketing health care costs, a full third of small businesses now covering their ~mployees say 
they will be forced to drop their im;un1nce at some point in the future. 

Solution: We can achieve new ~aving.,. in hoth the federal government and the private se.ctor. 
through better decision-making and increased competition. Savings will come from: 

.. Reducing waste: Former Surgeon General Dr. C. Everett Koop says we could save $200 
billion a year in the heolth c:u-e system without sacrificing the quality of care. 

• Controlling costs: The Clinton plan will include tough measures - ::.uch as limits on 
growth of premiums - to stop the overcharging that goes on in the current system. 

• Competition and consumer bargaining: The President's plan gives groups of consumers 
o.nd srno.11 businesses the same IIW"k.et bargaining power rhM lu~e corporations and large 
groups of public employees now have. It forces plans to compete on the basis of price and 
quality. And it" that doesn't work as quickly as we anticipate, th~ plan gu~amc:c:~ iusu1ance 
companies won't over-charge us, by limiting how much premiums can increase every 
year, 

• Cracks down on fraud: The retorm proposal makes it illegal to · game" the system, 
imposing stiff criminal penalties on the profiteers . 

.,,. Reduces insurance company red tape: The Clinton plan will enable doctors and patients 
to spend more time with their patients and less time filling out forms and lighting 
burec.ucrats. 

Problem: Today under our broken health care system. the fa.er ;, rhat the power of choosing our 
own doctor is slipping away from us. It is often the employer, not the employee who makes the 
choice ot" what health care plan the employee will be in. Aml if yuur c::rnployer offers only one plan. 
as nearly chree-quarters of small or medium-sized firms do today. you're scuck with thar plan. and 
the docrors that it covers. 

z 
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Quulity 

P.6 

Solution: ·rhc P:c:~1. 0 
• .km·~ pl'*n m•untai.n~ your ~hoice ·:if dncrf,r ;:inti i::.-.:panJ~ y·)~ir ..:~":,.;::- ,_q :~'!.i': 

E ..-c!ry :\meoL·:.tn will j;,.ive rht choice of ar least three plans undt:rthe President·~ propci-;:..iJ Y·.:iu ~·J.n 

~my wirh your i.:urrent doctor in a tee-for-service plan. Yuu cm1 ju!n ~ nctv.ork ot' Ju.::tor;; .:i.nd 
ho~pit;l!s in what'!> c11led a preforred provider plan. Or you can join a health :naimenance ')rg•.m:­
za1ion. If you don't like your plan. every year you ·11 have the chance to choos~ a new one. The 
choice will be left to rhe Amerirnn dtizen. the: worker - not the bosio, anrl cl"rrniniy nor some 
governm~nc bureaucrat. Docrors will also have a choice as ro what plans they practice in. Unu~r 
r~ President's plan doctors will be permicted to practice in several different plans. 

Problem: Quality means promoting good health. but all coo ofren, preventi\'e care ~uch as vac· 
cines. annual check-ups and mammograms are not covered undt:rtoday ·s insur:mce. Anmhc:r µrvu· 
lcm is that today'$ health care systc!m i<; hiased toward specia!ty care, rath~r than more co~H:ffec­
rive preventive and primary care. In the United States. 70 percent of our physicians are specialists 
Thirty percent deliver primary care. AU ulhe1 industrialized countrids maintain abou[ a 50/"fl 

balance Despite our reputation for having the highest quality care in the world. the United States 
ranks much lower in some measures of health than most industrialized nations although we spenu 
twice ~ much. W¢ rank 20th in combatting fati\I heart disease. Twenry other nations. including 
Japan. Germany, Canada, and Taiwan. rank lower in infam morta!it)' than we do. 

Solution: To bring the U.S. in line with other industrialized countries, the President's plan tunas 
medical school :)cholarshipa for primary care physicians. It also designares significam new money 
for medical research and teaching hospitals. The Clinton plan will improve the qua!icy of American 
health care by covering a wide range of preventive scrvk:c::s lhac will keep you healthy. · 

For the first time there will be long-tenn care and pre~cri['ltion drug beni::fits for Medicare recipi­
ents. 

ti The President's proposal wiU create report cards on health plan~. so lhat consumers can 
choose the highest qui:llily health care providers and reward them wirh their business. 

ti The pl:m will track quality indicators. so that doctors can make better and smarter 
choices of the kind of care they provide. 

ti The plan will guarantee that high quality infonnati.)n is available m even the mosc 
remote areas of lh.i.s \;Ountry so tha.t we can have high-q11aliry service. linking rural 
doctors and hospitals with high-tech urban medical centers. 

Responsibility 

Problem: For the health 1,;arc system to work, we all need to take rec;ponsibility for our own health 
care and for our own relations to the health care system. Responsibility has to sran with thos~ who 
profit from the current system. Responsibility means insurance compa.uics should no longer be 
~!lowed co cust people aside when they get sick. It should apply to laboratories that submit fraudu­
lent bills, to lawyers who abuse malpractice claims, to doctors who order unnecessary procedures. 
It means drug companies would nv longer charge th.tee time~ more for pr~scrifition drugs here in rhe 
United States than they charge for the same drugs overseas. 

Solution: The Clinton plan restores a sense that we're all in this together and that we all have .::. 
responsibihty to be a pare of Lhe solution. It asks all of us to take res.ronsibility for developing 
healthy living habits and it demands health care providers offer the highest quality care. It estab­
lishes a system where everyone pays their fair share~ where everyon~ Jvcs their pan.. 

a 
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L"ndcr •:1c President"~ plan rhe rest of us -..von'r be pi.Lying tor rhc:: guy ·...,t,o Joesn·t chink h~ nc~J, 

iusuu:.i...:c or ,.;ay;; he ..:an't afford tt and rh~n gets in an 1cc1dent. winds up in an t:mcrgency r•:->orn 
and gees good cart. And the business people who are struggling to keep at1oat and rnke c.are cit 
che1r employees won ·r be paying a dispruponionacc .share to muint:iin the hea!th car~ ;ystem for 

thos.~ whri refuse to contribute anything. 

I. How 1118 lystam WI Wll'k 
Regi..:>nal "'health alliances·· will replace the current system where employers buy healrh insurance for their ~m­
ployees. An alliance will pool ~mployers ~ud employees in big businesses. ~:nall busin~ss.e-s. : 1 nemrlny~d peopl~ 

anJ self~employed people in a geographical area. For example. if you live in Seattle, you'll be in the Seattl~ Health 
Alliance. If you live in Cleveland. you'll be part of [he Cleveland Health Alliance. 

The alliance will represent its member:s imcrcsts and offer 12 number of qualified health in<;;irnnce rlans for them. 
Com.umers will usually have a choice of dozens of plans. with at least three different kinds: fee-for-sei\ice, 
preferred provider and health maintenance organizarion. Everyone will join an alliance, howc:vc1, very large 
comp<:1.nics with over 5000 employees will be. abl~ co form their own alliance, as long as they provide~ chotc~ of 
three plans and the same comprehensive benefits package. Under the Clint0n plan, you, not your ~mployer. will 
choose among rhe various plans m the alliance for Lhe kind of coverage you want. 

IV. Haw Ull Syun WI Bl Plld fall 
Under the President's plan. employers would be required under law to concributc al lt:asr 80 percent of the cosr of 
an average pl~. Employees would pay the rest - on average 20 percent, but in some casc:s less. Your company. 
however, could pay the entire bill. Anyone who's self.employed would be required to buy iasura.r.ice, but you 
could deduct 100 percent of the co:>ts from your taxable incomlll. Today you can only dl'!rluct 25 percent. Emplov­
ers wilJ be required to cover part-time workers, but at a prorated rate. To make ic easier for small compani~s. 
(fewer than 75 employees) the government would provide a a1scount so these companic~ would pay as low as 3.5 
peri.:i=ut, and not more than 7 .9 percent, of thfl!ir total payroll for health care. The plan will also impost! new rnxes 
on tobacco and a one percenr surcharge on corporations that form their own alliances. 

Everyone pays their share under the President's plan for health care reform. The reform is srru(.;Lu1ec in a way that 
is fl:l.ir Lo :>mall business, because it gives a discount to help struggling small businesses meet rhe co~r of covering 
ch.eir employees. 

v ......... Plan 
If the President's plan is enacted, it will affect each and everyone of us. I know I will be able co spend less time 
filling out torrns and more time with patients. As business owners, you can haw~ rhe confidence of knowing your 
insurance rates won't be skyrocketing at the rate of 15% a year as they have in the past. Small business ownt!rs 
will have the same clouc as big businesses in purchasing affordable health care: f1Jr cheic c:rnployccs. :\nd mosc 
importantly, every American can have rhe peace of mind that they will never lose their health insuranc~. They can 
be secure in knowing they will never lose rlleir life-savings because they ger sick. 

Clt1'• llGll ta .... Planl 
The good news about health reform is that everyone seems to be '.n favor of it. Currently chere are sevl!n <ilfforcnt 
health ca.re reform plans before Coiigress. Some pecple suppon a single-payer syslem. But the !'resident feels ll 
is impractical to pa.s~ a program that requires such a large tax increase and changes our health care system so 
dramatically at a national le\el. However, under the President's plan. states will have the oprion to enact a s1ng!e· 
payer system if they so choose. 

Among the others plans, tht President'' Health Security Act is the only proposal chat guarantees: 
• universal coverage; 
• a comprehensive set of benefit:; ~.kfincd up front and not left for a comm!'>.;;.inn to define: 
• ends iifetime limits on coverage:; 
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SuRROGATE SPEAKER'S Klr INVENTORY List 

Lerterfrom Governor Richard Celeste 

Speech Format 
One page format of the model speech. 

Speech Model 
Five page sample of a typical speech. 

Spokesperson Tips 
Pointers on eftective speaking. 

Health Security: The Presidents Report to the American People 
One hundred thirty-six page book outlining the President's health care r~form proposal. 

Q &Alist 
Answers to the most conunonly asked questions. 

Health Care: Video 
16 minute VHS cassette discussing the problems of the health care system and the Presidenr's solution. 

3 Chart.f 
Fold out, 24" by 36" charts. 

Plan Comparison Chart 
Chart comparing various health care proposals by category. 

List of NHCC State Contacts 
A 50 sti:l.U:: lisliu~ of National Health Care ciunpmgn contacts. 

List of Senators and Congress Members 
Name and address of e'!very U.S. Senator and Congressperson for use in addressing Congressional post cards. 

Sample Volunreer and Congro:)ional Cards 
Sample of volunteer and Congressional cards to be passed out at speaking engagements. 

Sample National Health Car11 Campaign Brochure 
Sample of brochure co be passed out at speaking engagements. 

Event Request Form 
Sample of fonn to be used when requesting a surrogate speaker. 

Event Follow-up Form 
Sample of furm [0 be filled out by surrogate spenker after ea.ch &peaking event. 
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I. Inrroducrion & Warm-Up 

NATIONAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN 
Speech fGPllat 

P.:3 

Goal: To establish a connection with the audience. Let them know who you are and why you have 
something personal and important ro cell them about the need for health care reform. If you are speaking 
to a health care related organization, indicate they piay a critical role in the health care reform struggle 

Method: 
• Thank the moderator for your introduction or the audience for the invitation. 
• Introduce yourself and tell why you are speaking to them. 
· Tell a story about how the health care system relates to you and/or the audience. 
- Wake up a sleepy or bored audience by posing questions and asking for a response by a show of 

hands. 

/I. Principles of rhe President's Plan 
Goal: Explain the President's health care refonn by defining the six principles. State the cunenr 
problems using one or two facts. Explain how the President's plan is the solution to the problems. 

Ill. How the System Will Work 
Goal: To explain in simple tenns how individuals will receive health care coverage under the Clinton 
plan. For a visual of the new system, use the chart entitled, ''How You Get Coverage; The ~ew Sys­
tem." 

IV. How rhe Sysrem Will Be Paid For 
Goal: To explain how the President's plan is based on the same system of payment that is used today. 
Employers pay 80% of the cost of an average plan. Employees pay the rest. Discounts will be provided 
for small business and the unemployed. Underscore that the President's plan is the easiest to understand 
and implement in a way that is fair to small business. 

V. Personalize the Plan 
Goal: Explain how reform is ·relevant to the group you are addressing - how they will personally 
benefit from enactment of the President's plan. Build a connection between the audience and the need 
for getting involved in the campaign to pass the President's health care refonn. 

VJ. Comparison to Other Plans 
Goal: Establish a difference between the President's plan and the other health reform proposal; before 
Congress. Clarify that, apart from a govemment~financed plan. the President's js the only plan that 
offers universal coverage and a defined set of comprehensive benefits. Explain that by allowirg states to 
adopt a single-payer plan. the Health Security Act recognizes the mertis of the single-payer system. 

Vl/. The Campaign 
Goal: Explain the campaign and how they can become involved. 

Vlll. Thank the Audience and Take Questions 
Goal: Be prepared to answer questions on how the plan will affect individuals. See the prepa·ed list of 
Questions and Answers. 

rx. Closing Sratement 
Goal: Prepare a final comment when the whole session is over that relates back to your opening story 
and puts in historic context the enormous fight ahead and its importance to our future. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN 
Model lllMCb 

P.4 

This is a .sample speech provided for your use ar general public speaking engagements. For the bes' ~Jfe1.'!. 
we encourage you put the speech in your own words and use your personal experience. 

Thank you for inviting me here tonight. r came to talk to you about the health care system and ~·hy [ am 
supporting the President's plan for reform. As a staff nurse at Riverside Hospital, everyday I am rernindec1 why we 
need health care refonn now. It's not just the mounrains of paperwork I have to endure, or the waste and misuse of 
costly resources I see. It's the people who are affected by our broken health care system. Take. for example. the 
young mother who was admitted a few days ago with cervical cancer. She couldn 'r afford health care coverage for 
herself, but she made sure her three young children were inununized and in good health. They were fine. but they 
lost their mother because she didn't have access to affordable, preventive health care that could have diagnosed her 
cancer in time. 

How many of you know someone who is without health insurance this past year? We hear about thi-ry-seven 
million people who are uninsured and twenty-two million more who are insured, but don't have the coverage they 
need. We trunk about them as somebody else, as people we don't know. But the uninsured and underinsured are 
us. The uninsured are the people I come in contact with everyday. For that reason, health care reform isn · t just Bill 
Clinton's job. It isn't just the job of our senators and members of Congress. Health care reform is the jcb of each 
and every one of us here, and every single citizen across this country. 

I. P"ICllllll Of 1111 ........ 'I Pllll 
On September 22, President Clinton outlined his plan for health refonn to the Congress. He presented six 

principles. To understand the plan, I want to review those principles. 

Securiry 

Problem: Two million Americans lose their health insurance every month. Millions of Americans 
are just a pink slip away from losing their health insurance. and one serious illness away from 
losing all their savings. Millions more are locked into the jobs they have now just because they or 
someone in their family has once been sick and they have what is called a preexisting condition. 
And on any given day, over 37 million Americans - over 85 percent of whom are working people 
and rheir little children - have no health insurance at all (see chart: "Who Aie the Uninsured?''). 

Solution: The Health Security plan guarantees every American and legal resident health cover,,ge 
that can never be taken away. The comprehensive benefits package provides a full range of ser­
vices and there are no lifetime limits on medical coverage. 

But tliere are limits on annual out-of-pocket expenses: $1500 for an individual and $3000 fc.r a 
family. 

Simplicity 

Problem: Today 1.500 insurers use hundreds and hundreds of different fonns. Due to increasing 
paperwork demands, the number of health care administrators is growing 4 times as fast as the 
number of doctors. The average doctor's office spends 80 hours a. month pushing paper. Nurses 
often have to fill out 19 forms to account for one person's hospital stay. No other nation has a 
system like this. The number of different fonns are time consuming for health care providers. 
they' re expensive for health care consumers, they' re exasperating for anyone who's ever tried to sir 
down around a table and wade through them and figure them out. 

1 
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Solution: r_·nd~r the Prcstdenc'~ propo:-;al chcre v. di b~ (m~ -.,r;,i.ni.i..ird d;.um fom'. - not hu:"lJr;:..:.­
Governm~nt ruk~ .rnd regul<:itions will be simplified. Doctors will no longer ha\c to i:he~k wirh;; 

bureaucrat in 1.1n office thousand~ of miles away before ordering a ~imple blood test. Everyone wt\\ 
have a Health s~curity Card. This card· with full prorecrion for privacy and confidemialiry - v.tli 
allow for electronic billing and the creation of an information nerwork on health care. This will 
reduce paperwoik and simplify rhe sysrem. The President's plan will ger rid of the fine prim. 
Every policy will have rhe same set of comprehensive benefits. enabling you to simply compare 
plans and understand whar is covered. 

Savmgs 

Problem: Our nation's health coses have nearly quadrupled since 1980 (see chart: "Family Health 
Care Costs Are Skyrocketing"). Without refonn. one of every five dollars our nation spends wiH .~o 
co healch care by the year 2000. Right now we're spending over 14 percent of our national income 
on health care - Canada is at 10; nobody else is over nine. Rampanr medical inflation is eating 
away at our wages, our savings, our investmenc capital, our ability to create new jobs in the priv;tre 
sector and our public Treasury. Seventy-five percent of all new state and local revenues over the 

Choice 

last twelve years have been eaten up by spiraling health care costs. · 

Health costs create a major burden tor American business, particularly manufacturing compan:.es 
with older workers and large numbers of retirees. Health care costs add $110 ro the price of evuy 
car made in America- double the cost added to Japanese imports. Unless we do something about 
skyrocketing health care costs. a full third of small businesses now covering their employees Eay 
they wil! be forced to drop their insurance at some point in the future. 

Solution: We can achieve new savings in both the federal government and the private ~.ctor. 
through better decision-making and increased competition. Savings will come from: 

• Reducing waste: Former Surgeon General Dr. C. Everett Koop says we could save $200 
billion a year in the health care system without sacrificing the quality of ca.re. 

,.. Controlling costS: The Clinton plan will include tough measures - such as limits on 
growth of premiums - to stop the overcharging that goes on in the current system. 

,.. Competition and consumer bargaining: The President's plan gives groups of consumers 
and small businesses the same market bargaining power that large corporations and large 
groups of public employees now have. It forces plans to compete on the basis of price and 
quality. And if that doesn't work as quickly as we anticipate, the plan guarantees insurance 
companies won't over-charge us, by limiting how much premiums can increase every 
year, 

_. Cracks down on fraud: The reform proposal makes it illegal to "game" the system, 
imposing stiff criminal penalties on the profiteers. 

.. Reduces insurance company red rape: The Clinton plan will enable doctors and patients 
to spend more time with their patients and less time filling out forms and fighting 
bureaucrats. 

Problem: Today under our broken health care system. the fact is chat the power of choosing our 
own doctor is slipping away from us. It is often the employer. not the employee who makes the 
choice of what health care plan the employee will be in. And if your employer offers only one plan. 
as nearly three-quarters of small or medium-sized firms do today. you're stuck with that plan. and 
the doctors that it covers. 
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