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oraiaw &11fYZR Goo4bye/Announceaent of lpr••• conf. l min~ 

(iSJ Tha.nk you, Hillary RodhaJ'D Clinton. And thank YOU all 
for joining ua tcday. this conc1Jae~ the awardd 
ce.re:mony. aet'or• W• adjo\lr:n t hQ'#dve:r I l have two 
announcements. r l"at, we inv it• ~ny o-f yotl ~ho ~ iah 
to •uQmit. your ov.n nominations toIT t.na i.tt.& Business 
Enterprise A'#arde to pic.K up nom1~at1on mat~r.liili. J.ra 
th• lo:oby. seoond, a press oonf• tnC$ teatur·ing t:he 
~ward recipients and several boar ~embers will follow 
lmm•diatEtly, in the Radio City S'-l~te on the ~4th 
l'loor. You are al.l irivit.ed. I 

Thank you i1'ij4in !or belnq with usi 1this mo:r:ning. We 
hope to see you all next year. 
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SECTION: Section !A; Page 20; Column 1; Editorial Desk 

LENGTH: 349 wor1s 

HEADLINE: MoreliEvening Hours for Libraries 

l: 
BODY: There isl: a library in nearly every community in New Yark City, offering 

children and adults Ian oasis of comfort and tranquillity, where questions can be 
answered and curiosity safely exercised. Yet since 1991 many of the 206 branches have 
been closed, for a gbod portion of most days, to the neighborhoods they serve because of 
the city's budget crisis. In 1991 some branches were closed for all but 14 hours a week. 

By the end of thJ month the libraries will begin to rebound from the bruising budget 
cuts. A $23 million increase in New York City's fiscal 1994 budget will enable the 
libraries to resume some operation in all branches six days a week by May 1994. That is 

I 

a big step forward. l 

An equally helpf~l step would be to make sure the libraries are open at times when 
people, especially sfudents, can actually use them. Books are conspicuously absent in the 
homes of many of the city's one million schoolchildren. The local library is an ideal study 
hall. Yet typically branch libraries close by 6 P.M. At that hour many kids are just 
beginning to think about homework, and adults who might be inclined to use the library 
are still headed horhe from work. 

Fiscal austerity J~y make it impossible for libraries to expand their hours. But there is 
nothing in the budgbt doctrine that prevents them from juggling schedules. Branches in 
all the boroughs arJ· open until 8 P.M. on Mondays because there is a demand by 
patrons, and that se~s a good precedent. It's likely that more people would use the 
libraries if the sche~ules during the rest of the week were rearranged to reduce morning 
and early afternoonl'hours in order to keep the doors open later. 

I 
Paul LeClerc, pr~sident of the New York Public Library system, said recently that 

libraries "are providing programs in lieu of public agencies." That is an acknowledgment 
of the efforts by hisj:predecessor, Timothy Healy, to help New Yorkers mine the 
resources in the local libraries. Mr. LeClerc and the other library administrators should 
consider re-evaluating the library schedules to make them more accessible. 
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