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The purpose of the Albert Lasker Medic.a) Research Awards Program!is to recognize and honor 
individuals who have made significant contributions in basic and cliniClll ~esearch in the diseases which 
arc the ma.in cau11c11 of dcilt..11 .and dis~~ilil)·. In the ynited Stat.es, the~e ar the catdiO\l;\SCUl:lr cliseases. 
cancer, mental illnetses, respiratory d1se11Se1, Arthntis, and ncurolofcal d aeue&. 

Winners of Alben wkcr Medical Research A\\-ards have contnbuted to prolonging the primr of 
life, to saving hundreds of th·:>USands of lives, iind allevh1ting the sufferlni Of millionf: of p~oplc. 

The Ba11ic: M~dical Rt":i;f:.:.rc.h Award honorE scientistA whose fundame~tal investigations have led to 
techniques, information, or concepts contributing to the fight apinst the:mnjor cause:. of disability and 
death, a.nd to the prolongation of the prime of life. I 

The Clinical Medical Research Award honors invcatigalors whose achlevemenu have improved I.he 
clink.a.I treatment of patients, helping to prolong the prime of life, and al~eviating or eiiminating major 
causes of disability and death. 

The Public Service Awardi which is not given annually, hononi indhi uals who have encouraged 
Federal legislation and suppori of medical research and advances in publ· c healt.lt programs ln lay 
publications and on tel~vision. . 

1993 la the 46th year of che presentation of the Albert Lasker Medi Rcaearc:h Awards. Since these 
Awards we~ first estO'lbli~hed, !'iO Alhert Lallker Medical Research Award nnera hav~ ILlter won Nobel 
Prizea. 

Each year's A1bcrt Liuker Medical Re~earch Award ''innen are &elec d by a Jury of distinguished 
sctenti1trs and physician~ under rhe Chairmanship of Dr. Michael E. DeBa cy. Each winner rcc:eives 
(or ~harel'i) o. $2.'S,000 honorarium, a citation highlighting the winner's adilcvcmcnta, and an inscribed 
ilatueu.~ or th~ Wlng~d Vinory of SAmothracl'!, the Albert and Mary La.skh Foundation's traditional 
1ymbol ofvktory ovr.r prr:m~rurt" rki:1th, di&Ability, and di9euc. / 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

Thia yea.r's M!l.ilcal Rcacarch Awards recogilize two researcher• who~ discoveries r~ve:aled 
profound biologia! prindples and upon who1e work many othcn have based remarkrtble 
medical advances. ti 

The 1998 $25,000 .Albert wker l\Mk Mei:fie<'ll Re~ea~h Award Is WO hy a &dentist whose elegant 
atudic1 resolved the fundamental problem of how a cell can organlte ilse f into va.ri(lus compartment.Ii 
while using only one mechani1m for protein pr<?ductlon. i 

GOntcr B1ohel litcraJly created the fleld of protein translocatlon and~as dominated it since the 
early 1970s wheu he fir11l pe>8lulattd that infom)ation for translocation o a :5tcretory pr,>tein acro~s the 
ER membrane i& encoded in the protdn itself - a proposal which he lat r •haped into the "signal 
hypothesi&." The experirn;mt.:d paradiSJ1U he dt!Veloped 1.ed to key discov rics on the mechanism of 
protein transloc.\tion <\cross cellular membr.mes. They t1lso led to tht- im rtant realitation that protein 
Integration Into df~dnr.r c~llul~r mr:mbranea ia a related procc&11. Thcae 6~dings ha\'C bc:-c::n semhial and 
have led to .our pruent undergunding of protein traffic across membran a and of membrane u11embly. 

The winner of the l 9Q~ $2\000 Aiberr Lasker Clinical Research Aw!ti d has ma.de revolutionary 
di5coverle5 of the cell biology which now bring t.angiblc, mca.aurablc and ~linically welcome advancca in 
cancer trcalmcnt. Dr. Don~d Metcalf di11covercd the specific white cell rc'1latory hormones, the colony 
atlmula.ting factors (CSFs), performed the arduous ta.Bk of purifying them and used the rcc:ombimmt 
CSFs to show their control of white cell formation. Today CSF5 arc firmlf e1tabli1hed u important 
therapeutic agents In th(: m:rnllgcmcnt of infec.dom, c1pcciaJly thoac ua~· lated with chemothcropy or 
marrow transplantation. Because of this remarkable. work, ho1:.pltallzatio for many patienr.s hD.ve been 
r,hortened, treatment is 9implified nnd chemr.>thernpy cn.n b~ more lntens ve. 

l 
I 
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The 1993 $25,000 Albert Lasker Public Service Award i.s shared by tj,o towering figure' in 
biomedic.al rc1earch - one whose single-minded commitment to findin~ a cure for Huntington's 
disease hu mobilized the public, government and health community; lh, other al publ!c servant who 
has left his •tamp on virtually ev(.;ry m0;1;jor piece of health legislation in c quan.er century. 

Thit ye.ar'i Public SerJkt AWW"d honors Nancy Sabin Wexler, rh.D. or her inexhaustible energy, 
leadcrahip and dedication to finding n cure for Huntington'e oi~se and other hereditary disorders. 
Her quc1t ·wu triggered b'' her twm family history and fueled by a rcma~ahlc ability to c.atal}'7.~ and 
.mars~al the commitm~nt of t"Vt>:I)' :;~.;tor ~f ~cric;a.n •ociety, From her ~rsl efforts in v~newela, . 
1tudymg the world's large-H cxtem!ed family With Huntington's dis~ll~, t? thro 5uhs:r"q11ent loc<1hwnon 
and idemlflcinion of the gene that causes thi11 rllsel'lse, to her indefatigablF wc.•rk with the Herediuuy 
Dbeuse Foundation, Dr. W~xler hd.s Jr.fr i1n indelible mark 011 the world ~f medicine and on the lives 
of rhos~ threatened by tllis deva.staling and, elutiiVc disease. j 

Sharing the Award is the Honorabic Paul G. Rogen who s.erved for "l yean; in the U.S. Hou&e of 
Repret>ento.tives from F1orida. Known for his villion, i;-ompalision1 abllhy, ncrgy and effcct.ivcncu, Mr. 
Rogcn apent eight years as Chaim1a;i of the House Subcommittee on Ii alth and the Environment. 
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Nearly every major heaJth law pa.ssl'"d in thRt period bears his mark: e National Cancer Act vf 
1971and1977; Heart, Lung :.ind Blood Act: Health Manpower and Trai ing Act; Comprf!hP-ns.iv~ Drug 
Abuse Pr~ventlon l'nd Control Act of 1970; Clerm Air Act.; and the Safe rinking Water Act, to name a 
few. AlthouF_th now fr-. priv:He faw practice ln Washington, D.C.1 he conti ucs his prodigious ccmmit­
mcnt to b~ur:r hefl!th for Americans by his servi,cc to scores of national o gani7.ntioni. thilt r~flect <he 
mu11t pressing health concerns of our time: c~ncer, heart and kidney dis e, medil::al educalitm, health 
care rdorm, Aging, O$teoprxosis, and rehabllit.allon medicine. 

I 

I 
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I 
Th!! Disc:overy of PenlcllUn A1 a Cure For Sypltilla. t 

In 1946, By john Friend Mahoney, M.I>,, and the timely mass producd n of penicillin under 
Alfred Newton Richards, Ph.D. · 

Adv&ncea In The Under.landing of 'fhc NahU"C or The Gene. I 
In '19M, by George Wells &adk, Ph.D.•, for oontrlbutions to tht: undetvumrling nf ~n~tir 

control of m~tabolic proceuea; lri J9!>8,. by Alfred D. Hershey, Ph.D.•, Oc~hard Schramm, Ph.D., 
and Hl':inz Fraenkel·Conret, M.D., Ph.D., for their pan in the discovery pf the rc•k of nudek 
a.dd in the transmiHion of ir.herited characteristiCA; In 1961, by Barban ~cClintock, Ph.D.", for 
her revoluticnary discover; thl!t cerrnin genetic clements are not static. : 

I 
Contribution• In Renaling :the Structure of Tb~ DNA Molecule. I 

In 1960, by M.H.F. Wlkir.~, Ph.D.•, F.H.C. Crick, Ph.D.•, and Jame• D.,Watson, Ph.D. 9 

I 
Layt~g The Foundation• For 'fhc Rapid Del·olopment of Research In Hrman Genetics. 

In 1960, by Jome1 V. Ned, Ph.D, M.~D., and LS- Penrose, M.D., F.R.S.; 
i 

Determining The Chemical Structur~ ot An Amino Acid 'Ii'amfor RNA. I 
In 1965, by Robert W. Holley, Ph.D.• l 

I 

•Ali:H!rt l.alk.l!r Award WIMer who later r~cei"ed th.: Nobc:I Priu 
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THB WINOEP YICTORY OF SAMQIHRACB 

The statue the Winged Victory of Samothrace, now ln the Louvre, is of 
ancient Ort.ek origin and is believed to date from 180 BC. lt wu found in the 
18th century broken in l 18 pieces and scattered on the G~k island of 
Samothrace. 1 

It is a slatue of Nike, the Greek goddess of victory ~~ose role was to 
bring news of great victory from the gods, Nike, who was ~losely associated 
with AU1ena, lht:: goddess of wisdom, was the "dispenser of1swcct gifts ... 
9Jlot[in&J to mortals and the immortalized the prize of valor~" 

I 

Inscribed statuettes of the Winged Victory are traditionally presented to 
winners of the Albert Lasker Awards to symbolla:c victory over premature 
death, disability and disease. 
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By Ellen Chesler 

I
l has '-1 70 ,,..~,-, ~dl<'<e Mar­
gant SaAf.N .:laim<'"__j l!lal sci· 
ftOOe WDllld mal~ .,ocnan ··llw! 
•-r. the' !'Tli.»r.-ei:::, of her­
Cof'U.- l!u• 11.,. Sf>lrll 111 !i~r 

..nls ti~-""~ °"' 
La~ Laael, o s ... ,ig,,~ t,..;g_n.--

pber, bclped ocgantlt '-"'" s.0r ... c1e­
"""r • WOfllMl"s anrn:.j)'I 1u lmpor1 
~ti-- tile Frendt aborhon ptJI 

in lhr U.S.. al'!l"r ,.g;11111- hlm­
sdf wtiM Marauf'I S...111:r-r would 
ha- daw. Slaslr-r br-olte the law. 
-l 10 j.tl, 5'aged II hlli\g1>1 5tnke 
llJlld eepaed Ill jl!Sf abo.11 ~pub­
lidly I~ lo lidvai-.u !M 
~I~ ri.µi•s »I .. ._.meti_ Site 

llDderslood lhl" ne..,.., valur- of d11il 

dl9obl"dlrr.tt, ~11 It U... cause Josi '" 
CO<ll1. 

~ Sq~ Cour1'1 ftCISl.X\ !),.., 
J'ioll)' U lo 1uppert t~ Golren1ni.en1's 
seiwre ot lbe dn!a rai.s....d 1lle suti e-5 

In !hi" baule uwr w001a1'1 bod~ 

lilU~86hold" the pon>mi:<ll" od all!N"lllJ 
11s w dtsl~IU lhP. si"'l'fe U!!rmlna­
tlea of • eerty jlin'Jlll!tnt:y trona laif-r .. 
me:c complt<-.ard 11bonl0ri vs-<> 
Mu.r"H. whldl 1M1dn~.1H11:1abl) 1rou­
bie SO IJHlll)' pl>Oflle. 

Dew~laped _. 111.arlleSfll by tl!e 
Frend! pi.--cea11ca1 campaay 
Roussel Uclaf, fer ~!di u Is uined,, 
!he 5J1Sll:letlc c1nlljt worts by blilcli llllB 
die aa111rally pco$&ced l'lortI!GIR pro­
sest~- k prnoenu lhc maplanta­
tio:ln<lf ~ fntillltlrd egg In rtw- u1erv•. 

' 

ato.l In tllts lll!llR. lben.. nit '" lik"' " 
r•"'r creaied. 
- With difs la 111ftd. Enenne-Emde 
Bau~ Ille ln¥ell&or GI ltu..86, calls 
lbt' pii! • ··CORtn.gesUve,." ra1hn 
tha!t u abonifackttt,. tlnlJQs • to die 
roullt!P and wldely accepled p11e-­
lior. M ~~ Gu-p i.or-1 
cootn•cepdon. aim 1111 _,, ••ys if 
rr~ 

H nam!IW CIJQW!}S Cllllaershtp, Ill 
~raaret SalqDer &lated.._ lobe 
invmled the rerlll ''*"' ooatrol .. ud 

lllleT - "'"' JllQtt mer--tnendly 
"b mlty pfannln&. ·• dien - ma:ir lie 
.... ie .. adl!..-~ -d•-· 
.p, 10 the •ilortlan debate. 

Admlnilffred Orally .......... 

i- dose "' prostaaJ9ndlll. a dlemlal 
•~I rMc titlmui.1ies 11ter ~ OJnlra<:"· 

Di;:: NEW YORK TlHES ~ ~HT DAV 1 .IUl.Y i l, 1992. (1P ED PAGE 

' 

'-- .. 

• h. 

__ ..,, __ _ 
lions, !ii U--4111 hA ao l•r lllrt'll l'uulld IO 
be ~ &DCI «lecclvie.. ~ 'wo drup. 
~. mus! be gtven ~illfly 
Git ~Ivie days, ~ bet.Miiie 
then may !le hie dtttu, IDdudbiB 
p--olonaeif M'ld l*!stbt)' palldUI 0.­
tn.dloos wed ~ Ille prooNDft 
mDSi be IDl!'diclUly supentsed II dtli!'C 
llOl prevfde lM MlllMO~. pri"1e, 
~ exper.entz YGe of Ill 
motl euphoric par-Utan11 pnon;hi!-, and 
ttsmM1v~~r~u. 
The~ d~lloo ~ lbe 

•- pa1er11 ~ ttu.1 111..U up 
Ille Rl1..f81 f1!Bl11111:11 - or lhelr care­
le£a UR Ill laler ~ - ... ,, 
be daaaenius, • fad IUt fem~ 

ClOPCC'Aed allouc --·· repriilb:­l:We balm haw gone to greu ieslSlb& 
In poll!I OUL In faL"'l. i!!e-~ 

IJ'iWIM.'fll '" I~ who t•.1>•·Dr i.ttlng 
die dl\qj i:ru.o> lb<: ruunlJ11 1-s to allow 
eDr more N'bMMe Go_»1emmm1 ra;u.._ 

With s6Nlonal itWPSUgtUlon. RU­
- itlllQ IY>l<1s pniml9t as • "'11101nir,. 
8"er" pill 11 mll)I provllk ll lwnic-
dlrouV> a~ "'"" 1ga1$ ~ass ca~r 
-' Oihtt l•Jll'QS"-~lt•ed ~In 
1'-hldl prot,~!:'t~rnn .. - i:>'ays a r•. 

And !IU•gl\ RU-CM mli-'.!l be a.ken 
::ttder r.".e ~IP" .-..i~ .... ot ll !tlxim Dr • 

nura. II !be. OOl requtn- c.hatcs_ a­
pem~ ;1u1.:t1"~7 or inlrustveequlp-

The critical 
stage bl~tween 
birth control 
and abortion. 

~-1~ are un111uun1 tcvn~-
11J06s Iii • rour.tr )' ~ I.! million 
abonloM '*f" IJrl'foTilled ~uly, 
!PaP'! .1~ g•i'.l!I .'.",J>St aM 'Li>"."rllite 

Funher 1r.-sitr-.g ol .Rt.:-166. akin~ 
wllh lhe opport1111lly 10 1rr,t'ftt ne-wly 
llbHaUng lfm¥UBae. may help ua Find 
• rommon graund 1ha1 m many 
lu:11ct1n1n• see-ft\ to be seek Int< ..., !he 
abof!ion ISWO' lhis fn<T. 

Tbus !he ""1t "'19Siole t"Xplanarlon 
for lhl- G!>Yemm@D('s ~ obttt"· 
uo.;s lh l!l!ing rhe lmpon baE ts !he 
polllt<cs or ~ abortion Issue. 

Wb::u if rl:·1 thE: i;r:-9!'1:" 81Kll,. wht> 
a' a Cnnp-~smW\ ti..~ pa!Li !M 
family p!._r..,in@. 3U! of 1;}57. wflldl 

fin.ll)o !Ji'"r•t>lrcti l'(.-drral 011ar1dna: 
for e>_otr1•-~<--"'!lll'~ ;..1~r11m~ lhoold 
s.t.._. '" our w.a.,- 1iuw_ IL'h•t 11 pl()' 
Lila! th~ man who 11s 001r c.n~I de'l.f­
gate IP U,... Uatic-1 Natk•ns la the 
l!l76"s ltd sc ml'dl 10 ;1d-.ier.re ~spGD­
stble ln1ernallc"8I p.·irutallco control 
lnl•hlliv~. lndudtn~ btr!h 1:oa1nal and 
abo;llon_ o!'orUld hamJl'f'• thesr-. -

Wlai ;. plly lha1 any ma" stttl 
lhirlks he cttn pl3\' ~Ilic-~ wllb -m 
eri·s Lodies. 

.fl~rt Cflt'si."1 if cn.iho' of "Womar: c.j 
Vol(JI' - HQr!_:tJ~<'t ~~.-.- a.id ifw 
Bcrr!J Co'llrGI Mu>'~mt'al in ,o.mer­
ic<1 .. 
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lbt Nttu tJork ltnttaw 
' ""6nded"' I NI I 

ADOLPH I. OCMI. .Adill.M• 11"1· 1111 
.umnJI llAYI llllllUOI• ,,.,.,.,.,, llU·tNl 

OIMI. I. OltYJOOe. MJllNr 116"1"3 

I 

.ut'l'K\JR OCHI l\1~5'11,11HI ""'• ,,,.,,...., I _ ... _ . . 
MM tMMHL. a--i.cw. IU"9r 

IOlll'H LILYYIU>. Af811111'-f ldllor 
WARRIH HOOi. Ale!NMI M~ lelilllr 
DAVID R. IONM. A...,.,., ll•ft/lflllf ~, 
CWIOL\11 I& A.ntlMI MwlllflAI Mlor 
.IOHN ... Lii. A.,,,,., Al.,..""'-' 

WAN M. lm::IAL A•YIMI M....,..,., 14'''" 
• 

'"°II ltOftWl'HAl. JWliONI Mldllor 
PHJUP M. IOnlY. ,,.. ""°1"'1,,.,, ""°' 

. . . ... . 

~01 a. """"'· l'rwlflMll ' .... 
RUllll.L T. l&Wll. !I. V.P., l'PodwUM . 

IRfoH O. LlKXIR '"°' Sr. V.P., AdumWnl 
M)HJt M. O'INIH. Br. VJ'., """-1Htll'llM"-uff# 

W1WAN L. l'Ol.l.AJ<, "'V..P~CliwWtlt . I 
II.Ill '· llOI& "· V.P., ~ . 

MMll A. wr1a. v.r., Mllrllll"11f I 

I ~::~,:::.~.~=~~.:~~~t::?.~:.tlonol ~"llut~. mh in th~~~·· 
l few private palroM. But medical resc1ttch hus the i vutetJ 10 con4uesl ul a dHleren1 dist-us~. '!'lluL 11111kt"a 
1 ncHt tw1;1 thing In "'1nry Lasker. the New York : l1tlle RCltmtlflc sitnse, bel.:au.n the buai1;; fl'itt!Mdi 

I 
ptiuanth~plst. The Wth BMUl.ll l..ll.Slcer prizes, j supportt.'<1 by Ille N.l.H. dht."<Jaa 1:omm1111 li1Jl1t 011 011• 
nt!arly as· c:uve1e<J u thu Nobul Prizes, w~re pre. tuo!S or 11Jmu1H oll til9<'usc. Hut lt1 !Ill' poli 11i:ll I 
&t'IUKI ln:Now York la11t week. : orcna, (Jlseiaatt1 nucx.I nnnu!~ 10 anrn1.:1 ru11us. ds I . 

I (.iuvetnmcmt wuuld be tar less munificent B pa. ! Mrs. Ln5ker well um.l~~ta1i1.ls. 
tronor mt«J1ca1 ~eRrch w~re It 11ot lor years of cC1t1- ' .Sh., hns ~11 equ1:1Jly u1.k1>t 111 n•ll'lmJl111~ 1l1C' 

! certed prodding by Mnry Losker and her 1111iM. St1e i res1dt1 ot this rr:tt<?An.:h. lhe Altll.'rt n111J Miley 
I hus otum pertuoded CongrM• to vot" moro money : Liuker Fount111llon ls 11ltt>11 mun~ s1111s1t1vc to 111wur· 
f lvr liltt NiUonaJ lns11tu1cs ul Health, n11d to creuto • twit new researd1 tllu11 the Nuool l-'1Ju111J..i11u11, i111~ 
1 mur• lnstllutH devoted to particular <.llseiuei;. ! nlmbl,r In recug111l1111i4 11 
· lheslrategy 11 usually opposed by theAdmlnl&- ; ·Mrs. 1..as1<er bl:Kari 11c1 rnrC!'l:r n:1 ""art 1l1•:ill•r. 
i tn"lrm of the day, anc.J by cJlrectors of the N1t1on11I i aru.l.mnrricO Albort D. Latikl!r," l-'''Jll~'l·r ut n111l11.•111 

•• / ln1ihUHes ul Health; bu1 Mn. Lasker, a lom1lc.J111Jlu a<herllt1l11ft. Asked whuthf'r sh .. '"'l!lic11 't !Jt.,:um~ •1 
loll!>ylst, 1enerally win.'I In the end. By a 380-to-32 ! sclentlAt It in school totlny. 11ht1 tulu N.Hlmt• U1 v1.ar1 
1111uol(lll, tile House UaJi; 111v11lh uvernxio PrHldcml 1 vt The Tlm~1: "Uh nu, nuWJy Wt1uhl 1111 'o'l! rm• 11: 
R1.1~an's v11110 ot a bill to set up a r1ew Jns1ltu1e tor , their laboratory tor five mlriut&S. I 1.:011lcJ11·1l111up11 
11r11'1n1l1 ttteareh, and tho Sena•• !ollnw~ Its lead ~ tro~. 111111 cerlalnly coul!.111'1 pcrtu1111 surgt!IJ'. l'rr: 
lasf week In an 89-11>-7 vo1e, ' bt!Uer at making II puss1blo tor 1.1111~1 i"'-"'l':o." ,..: 

Uie N.J .H. c11rnpu.. a1 .Bethesda, Md., now hPsa lhal she has clearly sucn'l.'\!Ni. 
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ALBERT AND MARY LASKER FOUNDATION 

l·1ARY 'vOODP..RD LASKER 

A Brief Biooraphy 

For more than 50 years, Mary Woodarrl. Lasker has brou0ht 

her relentless determination and enerav to the fiqht to 

conquer the najor killing and criprlinq diseases of our 

tiMe. She has devoted a lifetime to encouraaing Federal and 

state recognition of medical research in cancer, 

cardiovascular disease, ~ental illness, arthritis, 

neurological diseases and blindness. And eoually i~po~tant, 

she has worke~ tirelessly for increased orivate and 

governmental SU?port for such research. 

As President of the Foundation Yhich she estahlishe<l 

with her late husband, Albert D. Lasker, Mrs. Lasker has 

played a key role in influencinq the course of medical 

research in Arrler ica by urc'! ing increasea. funrl.inq for medical 

research to prolong the ~ri~e of life. 

The Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation's renowned annual 

Albert Lasker Awards for outstandina contributions to medical 

research and in Public Service are tocay aMona the most 

coveted l\.TT'\erican honors for scientific achieverrient anct 

public health advances. 

-more-



Marv Woodard Lasker: A Brief Biography •• 2/ 

In addition to her singleminded dedication to improved 

health care for Americans, Mrs. Lasker has been a leading 

proponent of urban beautification and has funded hundreds of 

tree- and bulb-planting projects in New York City and 

Washington, o.c. In 1985, a new variety of pink tulip was 

named in her honor. 

EARLY YEARS 

Mary Woodard Lasker was born in Watertown, Wisconsin, 

the elder of two daughters of Frank Elwin and Sara Johnson 

Woodard. Mrs. Lasker first attended the University of 

Wisconsin, then Radcliffe College where she graduated cum 

laude with a B.A. degree. Later, she took post-graduate 

studies at Oxford University, England. 

Her first marriage, in 1926 to art gallery owner Paul 

Reinhardt, ended in divorce. In 1940, she married Albert 

Davis Lasker, advertising pioneer and owner of the famed 

advertising agency, Lord and Thomas. 

THE LASKER FOUNDATION IS ESTABLISHED 

In 1942, she and Mr. Lasker established the Albert and 

Mary Lasker Foundation to raise public awareness about major 

killing and crippling diseases and the urgent need for 
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increased research funding to con~uer them. Her sister, 

Mrs. Alice Fordyce, who died in 1992, was Executive Vice 

President of the Foundation and Director of the Albert Lasker 

Medical Research Awards ~rogram. 

In 1944, they presented the first Albert Lasker Medical 

Research Awards to encourage and honor ph~sicians and scientists 

for outstanding achievements in medical research and public 

health administration. The first Award recipient was 

Col William c. Menninger for his work during World War II 

in mental health and War Psychiatry. 

In the years since, the Lasker Awards have achieved 

international pre-eminence, and 50 Lasker Award winners have 

later won the Nobel Prize. 

A NATIONAL HEALTH POLICY TAKES SHAPE 

In the 1940's, the Laskers played a central role in 

encouraging increased funding for basic cancer research. 

Among their first efforts was a public awareness campaign on 

behalf of the group ~hich was later to be reorganized as the 

American Cancer Society. Later, the Laskers were vigorous 

in encouraging Congress and the Executive Branch to mount an 

unprecedented national government-sponsored research effort 

for all medical sciences. This effort not only expanded the 

scope and budget of the National Cancer Institute but 

ultimately resulted in the creation of new Institutes within 

-more-
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the National Institutes of Health. 

MARY LASKER WINS MEDAL OF FREEDOM 

Although Mr. Lasker died of cancer in 1952, Mary 

Lasker, undaunted in her quest to conquer disease, redoubled 

her efforts and carried on alone. In 1969, President Lyndon 

B. Johnson presented her with the Medal of Freedom, the 

highest national award given to a private citizen, for her 

tireless work in improving health care for Americans. Mrs. 

Lasker was a vigorous proponent of the historic National 

Cancer Act, which in 1971 launched the United States' War on 

Cancer. 

In 1984, Congress named a new center, the Mary Woodard 

Lasker Center for Health Research and Education at the 

National Institutes of Health, in her honor. 

GUIDING FORCE FOR MANY ORGANIZATIONS 

In addition to serving as President of the Albert and 

Mary Lasker Foundation, Mrs. Lasker is currently an honorary 

member of the board and executive committee of the American 

Cancer Society, vice-president of the Research to Prevent 

Blindness Committee, and trustee and vice-chairman of the 

board of the United Cerebral Palsy Research and Education 

Foundation. 

-more-
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Under her guidance, the Lasker Foundation produced 

•Killers and Cripplers,• a handbook on illness and disease 

for Congress and the lay public. Since 1969, four editions 

of this widely used guide have been published with a fifth 

scheduled,for publication in 1987. 

In 1973, Mrs. Lasker organized physicians and laymen 

into a new national committee with a New York chapter, 

•citizens for the Treatment of High Blood Pressure• an 

effort which contributed to a 40% reduction in the number of 

deaths from high blood pressure in New York State alone. 

From 1980 to 1984, she was a member of the advisory 

committee to the Director of the National Institutes of 

Health. 

LEGENDARY PASSION FOR FLOWERS 

Mary Lasker is also legendary for her passion for 

environmental beautification. As early as 1943, she began 

brightening New York City's bleak parks and streets with 

colorful winter-hardy chrysanthemums. In 1956, she created 

20 blocks of tulips and daffodils on Park Avenue -- an 
' effort which has resulted in the planting of millions of 

flowers, shrubs and trees by the City and private 

individuals. 

Through the Society for a More Beautiful National 

Capital, Mrs. Lasker contributed numerous plantings, 
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including 10,000 azalea bushes alonq Pennsylvania Avenue, 

900 flowering trees on Hains Point, 2,500 dogwood trees in 

Lady Bird Johnson Park, and more than 1,210,000 daffodil 

bulbs for Rock Creek Park, in Lady Bird Johnson Park and 

Potomac Parkway, and a jet fountain at the tip of Hains Point. 

Mrs. Lasker has a distinguished collection of artwork 

including watercolors and drawings by Picasso, Matisse, 

Chagall, Dufy, Dali, Utrillo, Gottlieb, Sam Fran9is, Mathieu, 

Okada, Jenkins, Stamos, and pieces of early Greek and Roman 

sculpture. 

MARY LASKER AWARDED CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 

In April 1989, President Bush presented to Mrs. Lasker 

on behalf of the Congress, a special Congressional Gold 

Medal for her humanitarian contributions in the areas of 

medical research and education, urban beautification, and 

the fine arts. 

MARY WOODARD LASKER PROFESSORSHIP 

The Mary Woodard Lasker Professorship of Health Sciences 

was established at the Harvard School of Public Health in 

1989 to perpetuate Mrs. Lasker's life's crusade for the 

discovery of new knowledge to promote health. 

AWARDS AND HONORARY DEGREES 

Mrs. Lasker holds honorary degrees from the Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University, University 

of Wisconsin, Bard College, University of Southern California, 
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Women's Medical College of Pennsylvania, New York University, 

New York Medical College, Jefferson College of Philadelphia, 

Columbia University and the University of California at 

Berkeley. Radcliffe has given her its highest honor, the 

Radcliffe Achievement Award. In 1987 she received a Doctor 

of Humanities Degree from Harvard University. 

Mrs. Lasker is a member of the French Legion of Honor 

and has received the Cross of the Officer of the Legion of 

Honor. She is also listed in "Who's Who." 

She is the recipient of: 

The John H. Finley Medal from City College of New York; 

The Gold Heart Award of the American Heart Association; 

Mayor Wagner's Award for Distinguished and Special 
Service to the City of New York; 

The Weizmann Award of the American Committee for the 
Weizmann Institute of Science; 

The Heart of Gotd Citation of the New York Heart Association; 

The Municipal Art Society Award; 

The Edward R. Loveland Memorial Award of the American 
College of Physicians; 

The Medallion Award of the Foundation for Research on the 
50th Anniversary of the Osteopathic Society of the City of 
New York (1960): 

The 1966 Arthritis Foundation Award; 

The 1966 Annual Special Award of the Horticultural Society 
of New York; 

The 1966 New York State Award of the New York State Council 
of the Arts; 

The 1967 Gold Heart Award of the International Cardiology 
Foundation; 
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The 1968 Distinguished Service Award of the American 
College of Cardiology; 

The Sidney Farber Gold Medal of the Children's Cancer 
Research Foundation (1969); 

The "Founders Award" and the Alfred Sloan Award from the 
American Cancer Society's New York City Division (1971); 

The 1973 Ladies Home Journal Women of the Year Award; 

Award from Memorial Hospital (1973); 

The 1973 Albert Gallatin Associates Award (New York 
University) ; 

The 1974 James Ewing Society's Cancer Award; 

Lifeline Award of the American Health Foundation (1974); 

The 1976 United Cerebral Palsy Humanitarian Award; 

The Cancer Research Institute's William B. Cooley Award (1977): 

The 1977 World Rehabilitation Fund Award; 

The National Heart, Lung & Blood Institute Advisory 
Council's First Distinguished Service Award (1978); 

The 1980 Hubert Humphrey Award from Boston University 
School of Medicine; 

The 1980 Distinguished Public Service Award from the 
American Academy of Opthalmology; 

The Stony Brook Foundation's Award for Distinguished 
Contributions to Higher Education (1981); 

The 1982 Lord & Taylor Rose Award; 

The first Nathan S. Kline Medal of Merit from the Nathan S. 
Kline Institute for Psychiatric Research (1983); 

The Central Park Conservancy's Frederick Law Olmsted 
Award (1984); 

The American Tentative Society's· Rennie Taylor Award (1985); 

The 1985 "Flame of Hope" Award from the Terri Gotthelf 
Lupus Research Institute; 

The 1985 Edwin C. Whitehead Award of the National Center 
for Health Education; 
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The 1985 "Woman of Distinction" Award from Birmingham 
Southern College; 

The Endocrine Society's Endocrine Award (1985); 

In 1986, the first recipient of the New York Lung Association's 
Quality of Life Award; 

The Patriot's Award from the Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society in 1986; 

The first woman to receive the Vision Award from the 
Luminaires of the Estelle Doheny Eye Foundation (1986); 

The first Giovanni Lorenzini Foundation Prize for the 
Advancement of Biomedical Science from the Giovanni Lorenzini 
Foundation, Inc., in 1987; 

The 1987 Mayor's Award of Honor for Science and Technology, 
presented by Mayor Edward I. Koch; 

The 1987 Dorothea Dix Award from the Mental Illness 
Foundation; 

The 1987 Award from the Federation of American Societies 
for Experimental Biology; 

The 1987 Walsh McDermott Award from the Associated Medical 
Schools of New York; 

The National Cancer Institute's Year 2000 Award (1987); 

A Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom Award from the Franklin 
and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute (1987); 

The 1987 Susan G. Komen Foundation Award for Excellence 
in Public Service; 

A 1987 Charles A. Dana Foundation Award for Pioneering 
Achievements in Health and Higher Education; 

The first Gold Medal Award for International Achievement 
in Medical Research from the National Foundation for Ileitus 
and colitis (1987); 

A 1988 Parks Council Award; 

Winner of one of the first annual Carinq Awards from the 
Caring Institute (1988); 

The American Federation for Clinical Research's "Distinguished 
Friend of Medical Research Award" (1989); 
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A 1989 Lifetime Public Service and Humanitarian Award 
from the Institute for Advanced Studies in Immunolo9y and Aqing; 

The 198 9 Street Trees Award fro.IT\ the New York City Street 
Tree Consortium, Inc.; 

The Brain Research Foundation's 1990 Creativity Award; 

Inducted into the Health Care Hall of Fame (1990); 

The Dean's Award from the Collene o~ ~hy~ician~ and Surgeon~ 
of Columbia University (1990); 

The 1990 Medal for Distinguished Achievement from the 
American Society of the French Legion of Honor (qiven only 
to a former recipient of the French Government's Legion of 
Honor Award); 

A 1992 Maxwell Finland Award presented by the National 
Foundation for Infectious Diseases; 

A 1992 Founders Award in a celebration of the 20th Anniversary 
of the National Cancer Act - from the National Coalition ~or 
Cancer Research; 

The Albert Schw~itzer Gold Medal for Humanitarianism in 
Philanthropy - given by The Johns Hopkins University on behalf 
of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (1992). 

Over the years Mrs. Lasker has served in various trustee 

and board positions for a range of health and cultural 

organizations and educational institutions including: 

Society for a More Beautiful National Capital 
Planned Parenthood Federation o~ America 
National Advisory Heart Council of the National Heart 

Institute 
National Committee Against Mental Illness 
Health Insurance Plan of Greater New York 
The New York Foundation 
The Museum of Modern Art 
Ne~ York University 
The Norton Simon Museum 
The Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation 
National Cancer Advisory Board 
Cancer Research Institute 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Leeds Castle Foundation 
American Cancer Society 
Advisory Committee to the Director of the National 

Institutes of Health 
United Cerebral Palsy Research and Education Foundation 
Research to Precent fllindness, Inc. 
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