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SOUTH(AROLINA

Heavrt PROMOTION AND EDUCATION
School. oF PusLic HEALTH

March 9, 1998

White House Office on AIDS Policy
ATTN: Sarah

808 17" Street NW, Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Sarah:

Thanks for returning my phone call from last week. I’m the Program Manager for the SC
AIDS Training Network, the South Carolina contractor for the Southeast AIDS Training
and Education Center in Atlanta. [ serve on the Executive and Planning Committees for
the Annual SC STD/HIV Conference, which is always held in the fall of the year. It is
sponsored by our state Department of Health and Environmental Control, our
Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services, the SC AIDS Training Network,
the SC HIV Network (a Red Cross-CDC project), AIDS service organizations in our
state, and other agencies and organizations. Approximately 600 health professionals and
allied health personnel attend each year. Last year we also provided approximately 50
scholarships for persons with HIV Disease. The conference lasts three days, and this year
it is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21* through Friday, October 23™.

I have been fortunate to hear Ms. Thurman’s presentations and suggested that she be a
keynote speaker for this year’s conference. Accordingly, [ have been tasked with finding
out her availability for the days of the conference. At this point, we are seeking several
keynote speakers and have some flexibility in scheduling. We will have keynote address
opportunities on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Last year, our keynote speakers were
Dr. Abraham Verghese, Jeannie White-Ginder, and the Rev. Norma Jennings (from
Wash , DC). Each of these individuals presented a keynote address and also conducted
an informal conversation/question and answer session as a concurrent session offering,
either preceding or following their presentation. We would love to have Ms. Thurman as
a keynote speaker, and certainly understand that her calendar is quite busy and
demanding. We will, of course, be willing to work with her to suit her schedule. If she
is available during this time, we can work out any details regarding her presentation and
any logistical arrangements that are necessary.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTIT CAROLINA o CoLuMBIA, SOUTIH CAROLINA 20208 o 803/777-7096 « FAx 803/777-6290

AN ATIRMATVE ACHON / EQual Orpok runiey INsiiuion



Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1 will be out of town from Wednesday,
March 11% through March 15" | attending the National AIDS Education and Training
Centers Workshop in New Orleans. Please feel free to leave me a message at (803)777-
4788 or fax any pertinent information to me at (803)777-6290. Our next Planning
Committee meeting is March 26™  Again, thanks for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

@MW&M%

Susan L. Fulmer, MPH, MS, CSPP
Program Manager/Assistant Director
SC AIDS Training Network

cc: Allen Wutzdorff, Chair, Conference Planning Committee
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CARING RESPONSE
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The Episcopal Caring Response to AIDS (ECRA) provides support and services 1o those affected by HIV/AIDS regardless of religious affiliation, vr lack thereof.

Ms. Sandra Thurman

CARING Director . .
REMEMBRANCE White House Office on National AIDS Policy
@ 808 17th Street, NW
d Suite 820
HoPE

Washington, DC 20006

MICHAEL HaAss HousE
PASTORAL PrOGRAM
RETREATS
ECRA IN ANACOSTIA
FoLkMAN FunD

Dear Ms. Thurman,

FOR The Episcopal Caring Response to AIDS and AIDS National Interfaith Network

Howe: Hospice Care have agreed to organize a 1998 World AIDS Day Observance. A brainstorming

TEENS FOR AIDS session was held on Monday, 23 March with members of various congregations
PREVENTION (TAP) and HIV/AIDS Service Organizations. The consensus of the persons gathered

was that it was not so important to have a “healing service” like the one held last
year at Church of the Epiphany. Instead, it was suggested that an event like a
candlelight vigil or a “Concert for Hope” be held on the eve of World AIDS Day.
Our next step is to invite targeted individuals from specific HIV/AIDS
organizations to come together to further explore these possibilities.

Please note that we would very much like to have ' your participation in whatever

et

event is decided and planned W1thout*a,spec1ﬁc event}to invite,you to, we 3 would
 like 10 ask that ¥ ugom uLs on~Monda ovémber;:the:eve ", rlds ALDS A
, Day “Y3t would add tremendously to'the ¢ 0ccas1on both as the Director of the
Office of National AIDS Policy as well as a person who has been involved and
concerned with the fight against HIV and AIDS since the eprdemlc began. We
w1ll keep you informed of further developments: B someong; from.-your office ..
“would-beavailable i attend Gt next meeting; please have thenrjoinus-at luCi:EL =
ARE Consortlum conference room-on Wednesdav. 29. Aprrl at-6; 30 D. m*a«lDC
CARE is; located at 733, 15th Street, NW., Suite 6203855 ="

Thank you for your continued support and interest in our work.

Sincerely,
- Qg
Chip Heath
Director of Special Events and Training

733 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 315 « Washington, D.C. 20005-2112
(202) 347-8077 « FAX (202) 628-0234

3640 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., S.E., « Washington, DC 20032-9307
(202) 562-5488 » FAX (202) 562-5499



WORLD AIDS DAY BRAINSTORMING SESSION

Monday, 23 March 1998
7:00 pm

. Welcome/Introductions
. Overview of past Healing Services/World AIDS Day Services
. Brainstorming;:
i. Why? (Purpose: who is this event for? why are we doing it?)
ii. Who? (Sponsorship: who will organize it? who will pay for it?)

iii. Where? (Location: where should the event be held?)
iv. When? (Time/Date)

. Follow-up plan

. Future meeting(s)
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FAX Number: [202) (32 - /09¢

Date: 97/,.th 10 1998
To: (7} JML /;/Ma/uéw.&

From: — 4 yase, Lofhrn

Re: 7% ,JLMA/ T A
Number of pages to follow: " 2. /

Metro TeenAIDS jubilee Ceater
Street Address: 651 Pennsyivania Ave., SE Mailing Address: P.0. Box 15577
Washington, DC 20003-5577
Telephone: (202) 5439355 FAX: (202) 543-3343
Visit our web site at: www.metrotecnalds.org
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MEMORANDUM
TO:  Sarah Holewinski e LT
FR:  Rodney Lofton i

DA: March 10, 1998 ‘
RE: Ms. Sandy Thurman
cc: Daphne Rankin

PR FS
= i
&

Dear Sarah:

TR

.

the White House on HIV/AIDS, to speak at the 3rd Annual HV Update Conference in Rxchmond Vlrglma -

The conference is scheduled for August 3-5, 1998 at the Holiday Inn, Koger Center South.

We are requesting Ms. Thurman's appearance gp__@_gggjﬁay, August 4, 1998 bétween the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. We are asking Ms. Thurman to speak on the World AIDS Conference (The Geneva
Update).

It is our hope that a speaker of Ms. Thurman's stature will include this conference in her schedule. On
behalf of Virginians, we are positive that Ms. Thurman will pass on vital information in our continued fight

against the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

I am faxing over to you a sample flyer for the conference. Should you need any additional information,
please feel free to contact me at (202) 543-9355 ext. 406.

Thank you for your attention in this matter and I look for ward to speaking with you soon.

Rodney Lofton

tlie fogets
<Yo -328- 5000 x13S

2
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02/11/98 14:56 804 828 1790

VHAN

Virginia HIV/AIDS Network

presents its third annual

HIV Update
Conference

Mark your calendar!!

August 3 - 3, 1998
Holiday Inn, Koger Center South
Richmond, Virginia

For further information contaet:
Betty Whittaker
540-985-3542

CEUs available
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Memorandum

To: . Sandy Thurman
From: Tony Braswell
Date: 3-4-98

Hey Sandy

We are working with Gep;gig AIDS Therapy Information Network §n a conference in
August - IN SAVANNAH. {/

If you have the opportunity, they would like to have you speak as the keynote address of the /;
conference. The dite:i$ August 10, the speech would be at 9:00 am.

I am only asking for them. It would be great if you could do this for them - Shane Shook (one of
our case managers who I believe you worked with) is very active with this organization. They

also have a good group represented from Grady.

Again, I am only passing this along at their request. It will certainly not be a problem if you
cannot squeeze this in.

Hope you are doing well - and I hope to see you soon (Sharon says you look GREAT!!)

NNoTE -
fres 243 B ARe 7R THE ORGArTATION ~ 0T pEEESSATILY
Fort. 7HE EEnT



Day Two: _August 11, 1998

8:00

8:30

9:45

10:15

11:15

11:30

12:30

2:00

Breakfast (Provided by Conference)

General Session : Mental Health — Dr. McDapiel ( Confirmed )
General Session : AIDS Fraud —To Be Announced

General Session : Complementary Therapies - ( )

BREAK

Breakout Session: Number TWO
(1) Substance Abuse - ( )
(2) Financial - Russ Waller & Judy Krulick ( Identified )
(3) Case Management - AlysonLevy & ( Invited )
(4) Grief and Loss - ( )

Lunch (Provided by Conference) HIV Comedian — Todd Pridgen (Confirmed)

General Session : Womyns Issues — Unknown

General Session : Reconstruction — Mark King (Confirmed)

Wrap-up Session / Collection of Evaluations - Shelly Moorwessel ( Confirmed )

END OF CONFERENCE



Dratt

August 10, 1998
800 Registration and Breakfast (Provided by conference)

2K 900 General Welcome/Plenary Session/Keynote Speaker Speaker TBA
& 9:32_ General Session : Treatment Issues— Alissa Greene (Identified)
10:45 BREAK
11:00 General Session : Adherence Presentation — Linda Gates (Confirmed)
12:15 Lunch: (provided by conference) No speaker

1:45 Break Out Session: Number ONE

(1) Legal Issues - Robert Bush ( Identified )

(2) Children/Pediatrics - Elizabeth Klein ( Confirmed )

(3) Diversity - Gardenia Ruff ( Confirmed )

(4) Oral Health - Dr, Judy Rosenquist ( Identified )
2:45 BREAK

3-:00 General Session . Ethics — Lawrence Marley (Confirmed)

4:00 Close/Wrap-up: Shelly Moorwessel

X Shvannin  MARROTT ~ (Wereefen™



Anyone is Fair Game...

romolters of lrandulent AIDS products target
1wl only people who are already infected with
v, but atso prey upon the fears of people
vho are at risk [or infection. Some exarnples
o their products include:

s plasttc covers {or public telephones
andd loilets which are supposed o
ocl as barriers 1o HIV infection.,
These types of products conribaite
10 irrational [cars that IV can be
spread by casual contact.

e anti-virus creams - 10 be used
mstcad of & condom o prevent HIV
intection.  Claims (tha! these
products are effective during sexual
conlact are not proven. These
procucts discourage safe-sex. a
praciice which does hedp prevent
11V infcection.

For More Information on
HIV Treatment or Prevention

Georgia AIDS Info-Line
1-800-551-2728

National AIDS Information
Clearinghouse

1-800-458-5231

Clinical Trials Information
1-8O00-TRIALS-A

Help Prevent AIDS Fraud

You can help (o protect yoursell and others
from AIDS fraud by reporling suspect
producls or services.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
60 Eighth Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30300

Gceorgia AIDS Therapy
Information Nctwork (GATIN)
4060 Peachtree Road, Suite D-126

Atlanta, GA 30319
1-800-551-2728
(Georgin AIDS Wo-Line)

il

G E O R G I

AIDS THERAPY
INFORMATION
N ET W OR K

GATIN was formed in 1990, The members are
represeitatives ol local AIDS organizations and
govaernmient agencies. Ow goal is 10 educale the
caommunity about the dangoers of AIDS ravcd and 1o
increasce the ability of individuAls o make inlormed
decisions abonol thein headih.

GATIN gratelully acknowledges the contribations of B
Calilomia inxl Colorado AIDS 1Fraud Thsk Forees in the
developrent of This pamphilel,

‘What you need
to know ahout

RE
(WRACULOYS ey

W ETH
Zing Break‘hro
Ugh

Fast\, Natural, and Painless

...llecause ignorance
can he as deadly
as the disease.




What is HIU/AIDS Fraud?

HIV/AIDS fraud is (he pramotion of an AIDS
related product or treatment known to he
false, unproven or potentially harmful.

AIDS Fraud is Dangerous!

when people are confronted with a
desperate illness like AIDS, they are often
willing to Iry almost anything hat ‘promises’
1o help. Some of (hese alternative treatments
may be helpful or at least harmiess, but
others can be very dangerous, even deadly.
For example:

s immune sysiem “boosler” capsules
were promoted as a remedy, but
were found 1o contain heavy metals
such as lead and chromium that can
cause anemia, central nervous
syslem problems, and kidney failure;
and

* one product being brought into the
U.S. from the Caribbean tumed oul
t0o be contaminated with HIV and
hepatitis B viruses.

The use of products or services that don't work
may delay you from geltting proper medical
care. Even though there is no cure for AIDS,
there are reatments that have been proven
10 extend life and improve the quality of life in
persons with HIV infection or AIDS.

How to ldentify AIDS Fraud

If you are looking for treatments for AIDS or
HIV inlection, protect yourscall.

YOur should (uestion amy treatment o

« claims 10 prevent or cure AIDS oF HivV
intection. Right now there is no cure.

* is promoted as "miraculous”, "fool-proof~,
revolutionary”, "painless’, or makes other
fantastic claims

» sounds 10 good 10 be true, it probably is.

* claims 10 have been discovered by a
“foreign doctor" and/or is advertised as
“tested in another country ™

* is an experimental drug treatment thal
You have 10 pay for. {it is very rare for
patients (o be charged for experimental
treatments or drugs.)

* Uses persorial success slories 1o sell the
product. Personal success slories are
not proof that a product or treatment
WOrks.

is sold as acure" for other illnesses such
as cancer or arthritis in addition to AIDS.

* uses big scientific-sounding words or
other medical mumbo-jumbo in it's
advertisements. While it may sound
sophisticated, it is pure nonsense.

« claims (10 enhance your immune systern.

Is Yours

You muslt miake the final choice:

abouwl your health care o 1
management ol your IV infection. Do take
anything for granted.  Use the information i

this pamphlet 1o help you make wise choices

avoid wasling time and money, ancd T 1l
best possible care for youwrself cawd others.

Important Questions To Ask

* Can you give me some addilional infon:
tion about this product 1O 1ake: with e whil
I think about it?

« What are (he risks and side ctiects of hi:
product, is it worth the risk, and what (to
have 1o give up in order 1o use it?

* I1s the product or treatinent approved by
Food and Drug Administralion for this usigi
and it not, why?

* What are the credentials and molives of 1y
persons who are promoting this product
what do they have 10 gain?

Remember thal not everyone who promuote:
an AlDS treattnent or product is fincadcindls
motivated. They might actually believe ther
product provides help, or at least provide:
hope, even though it is worthless or harmlul

®
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jone is Fair Game...

s of franiculent AIDS products larget
beople who are already infected with
1so prey upon the fears of people
al risk tor infection. Some examples
oducts inchudle:

i covers for pubtic telephones
toilets which are supposed to
as barriers 10 HIV infection.
e IvHES of products contribule
rotional fcars that HIV can be
acd by casual comtacl.

Llvirus creams - 10 be usedd
adtof a condom o prevent 1V
k-lion.  Claims that these
wcts are eflective during sexual
act are nol proven. These
ucts discourage safe-sex, a
iice which does help prevent
nfection.

' More Information on
rgatment or Prevention

orgia AIDS Info-Line
-800-551-2728

bnal AIDS Information
Clearinghouse

-800-458-5231

cal Trials Information
FSOO-TRIALS-A

Help Prevent AIDS Fraud

You can help 1o protect yoursell and others
from AIDS f(raud by reporling suspec!
pProducis or services.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
60 Eighth Sircct, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309

Georgia AIDS Therapy
Information Network (GATIN)
4060 P’cachtree Road, Suite D-126

Atlanta, GA 30319
1-800-551-2728
{Georgia AIDS Info-Line)

11§

G E O R G 1

AIDS THERAPY
INFORMATION
N ET W O R K

GATIN was formed in 1990, The members arc
representitives ol local AIDS organizalions and
government agendes.  Our goal is 1o cducate the
community about the: dangers ol AIDS haad and to
increase e ability of ndividudls o make informed
tlecisions aboul their health,

GATHN gratelully acknosvleoges the contrbnions of the
Colifarnian antt Colorado AIDS Vrawd Yask Forces iy e
developimerst of this paplilker

‘What you neet
to know ahout

Maz-
Ing Breakthmu h
9

Fast, Natural, and painless

Jecause ignorance
can he as deadly
as the disease.
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BENEFITS
AMERICA

Viatical Settlements ® Financial Planning for the Seriously Il ® insurance

« 1

March 11, 1998

Sandra L. Thurman, Director
Office of National AIDS Policy
808 17th Street NW, 8th Floor
Washinton, DC 20006

Do St W @/’4

Positive Impact, a local institute for HIV-related mental health programs, is hosting Dr.
Joycelyn Elders for two special events on Friday, April 3. The purpose of the Former United
States Surgeon General’s visit is to help bring attention to Positive Impact’s new multi-cultural
training initiative for its many, capable volunteer practitioners.

This special day begins with a luncheon for mental health practitioners and students at
the historic Trolley Barn downtown. Then, from 5:30-7 p.m., Alston & Bird is hosting a
reception for Dr. Elders. To make the most of this occasion, we need to put together a Host
Committee, and that’s where you come in.

For a minimum donation of $100, I would like you to join me on the Host Committee.
Then, ask your friends and colleagues to either join us in “getting the word out” this way, or to
consider buying a $50 ticket to the reception. Like you, if they choose to join the Host
Committee a ticket is included.

Alston & Bird is providing a fine evening, Outwrite Books will provide books and an
opportunity for Dr. Elders’ autograph, and the guest of honor will, as always, provide thought-
provoking remarks on the continuing AIDS pandemic.

I’m sure you’ll agree that the importance of mental health care escalates the longer we all
live with AIDS. So, join me in welcoming Dr. Elders to Atlanta and in making all of Atlanta’s
communities more aware of the important work of Positive Impact.

If you have questions, feel free to contact me at drewplant@benefitsamerica.com or 404-
233-5411, or Positive Impact at 404-885-9040. I’ve also created the attached reply form to make
your commitment even easier. Fill it out, throw it on the fax and then come meet the dynamic
Dr. Joycelyn Elders! '

ely,

. Andrew Plant
Communications & Client Services

Benefits America NA, Inc. ® 415 East Paces Ferry Road NE ® Terrace Level ® Atlanta, _Geor_gia 30305-3306 W 404-233-5411 m 800-777-8878 ® Fax: 404-233-9394

e-mail: viatical@benefitsamerica.com ® www.benetitsamerica.com



Positive Impact, Dr. Joycelyn Elders and You

Positive Impact, Inc.
An Institute for HIV-Related Mental Health Programs

Reception Hosted by Alston & Bird LLC Book Signing Sponsored by
- Outwrite Bookstore & Coffeehouse

Host Committee Chaired by
== BENEFITS
Ea AMERICA

O Yes, I’ll take my place on the Host Committee to welcome Dr. Joycelyn Elders in a
reception at Alston & Bird* and let Atlanta know about the good work of Positive
Impact:

T imydinntad ko I° < ‘H ., & SPRGERPUIL L IR DU, I
T I've indicated how I’m sending my $10C contrivation deiow.

O This is great! I’ve elected to make a higher contribution, as indicated below.

O Sorry, I won’t join you on the Host Committee, but I would like to:

O Purchase a $50 ticket
O Make a contribution, as indicated below, but not attend

0 This isn’t for me, but good luck.

Thank you for your partnership!

Please mail this form to Positive Impact, Inc., 828 West Peachtree Street, Suite 200, Atlanta,
GA 30308, or, if paying by credit card, fax this form to Positive Impact, 404-885-1204.

Name Phone
Address Fax
Address E-mail
Address

Address # of tickets
I'm including: Amount $
0 check or money order (payable to Positive Impact, Inc.)

oMC 0O Visa 0O Amex Exp. Date
Credit Card #

Host Committee Members will
Name on card (please print!) receive one ticket; a second ticket
is available upon request.

Signature O Two tickets, please.

If faxing, no cover sheet is necessary. Send to: 404-885-1204

Tickets will not be mailed. Please visit the Will Call table at the reception.

*  Alston & Bird is located in One Atlantic Center, 1201 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 30309.
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WESLEYAN

irst for Women
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March 15, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman

Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy
White House Office of National AIDS Policy

808 17th Street NW

Suite 820

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman:

We met many years ago at various Bradley family functions. My husband,
Steve Cohen, and Howard Bradley were best friends in high school and
college. Thave followed your career through Howard and your Aunt Joy, and
1 am so pleased to learn of all your accomplishments. T know your presence
would have a powerful impact on our students at Wesleyan College where 1
now serve as Academic Dean of the College.

T am writing to invite you to be the 1998 commencement speaker for
Wesleyan College on Saturday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m. 1 know that you are a
graduate of Mercer University, and I know that you are somewhal familiar
with Wesleyan. Chartered in 1836, Wesleyan is the first college in the world
chartered to grant degrees to women. The first woman ever to receive a
bachelor’s degree received it at Wesleyan in 1840. Now, over 160) years since
its founding, Wesleyan continues as a selective, nationally ranked woman's
college committed to the liberal arts as the very best education for life.

Throughout its existence Wesleyan has been a pioneer in higher education,
and our history is characterized by curricular and co-curricular innovation.
Ten years ago Wesleyan was the first woman's college to launch a ubiquitous
computing program in which all students are given a computer with which
they can integrate technology into every course experience. We pioncered the
academically focused freshman seminar program in the mid 1980s. Early in
the decade, Wesleyan integrated academic and student affairs linking the
curricular and and co-curricular expericences of our students in meaningful
ways. For eight years, in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Fnergy and
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the College has conducted a summer math
and science institute for middle school girls from all over the country to
encourage girls at this critical time in their lives to continue to pursue
mathematics and science.
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-page 2-

This Spring at Wesleyan College marks the beginning of a renewed
commitment to health and wellness. We are preparing a grant proposal to
the American Association of Colleges and Universities to fund a project to
more fully integrate the study of 1HIV/ AIDS into the Wesleyan curriculum
and co-curriculum. We have committed to implementing a wellness
program which unites the academic and student affairs areas of the college
and faculty and students in an effort to encourage and practice wellness
education on our campus. Our new President, Nora Kizer Bell, is a bio-
cthicist who speaks nationally on the subject of AIDS. We believe liberal
education can do much to increase awareness of issues of health and the
human condition.

You will be interested to know that for ten years Wesleyan students have
tutored illiterate adults in exchange for tuition waivers. In those ten years,
over 500 students have taught over 2000 adults to read in our innovative lead
community service project originally funded by the U.S. Department of
Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Post-secondary Fducation. Qur
students have been recognized nationally by FIPSE for their commitment to
volunteerism, community service, and civic responsibility. Tt would be an
honor to have you speak to our 1998 graduating class to inspire them to
consider lives of service to benefit others.

In recent years Betty Friedan, Betty Ford, Ellen Goodman, Haynes Johnson,
Eugenia Zuckerman, Jane Fonda, Bunny Sadler, Shirley Chisholm, Rosalyn
Carter, Elizabeth Dole, and Virginia Hamilton have spoken at our college. 1
know that your presence at Wesleyan could make a significant difference in
the lives of our students. The areas of health and human services cross every
academic discipline. Your words would be so important and inspirational to
our graduating seniors.

I am enclosing information on the College for your review. Our students
very much want you to be with us. The College will cover all expenses
associated with your travel. We can also offer an honorarium. As you know,
we are conveniently located fifty minutes south of the Atlanta airport, and I
would love to invite Joy, Brad, Ann, Howard, and their families to be with us
as guests of the College for the commencement exercises and the luncheon
which will follow. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely; W‘:—/\
.

Priscilla R. Danheiser
Dean of the College

PRD/jha
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WESLEYAN COLLEGE

MACON, GEORGIA

The College

Weslevan College, charterad in 1836, has the distinetion ol being
Lhe world™s Tirst college charterer o graut degrees Lo women.
The College was founded by o group ol Macon cilizens ad the
\lethodist piscopal Charely in order 1o give wormen the swne
edurational rights and opportunities available (0 men. And move
than 160 years later, Wesleyan remains dedicated to the educa-
tion ol wuinen.

Wesleyan is i Tour-year, Melhodist-related, liberal arts college.
Approximately 500 women are envolled: whey come from as many
as Iwenty states anid <iv other countries. The buildings of lhe
Gollege. localed ona 200 acre sanded campus. are vomstructed of
brick in the Georgian stele, Pacilities include lennis conrls, soceer
and softball fields, a take wilh a jogging trail nearby, a gyminasium
with @ heated pool. cquestrian slables, and an oulside bunter—
jwnper conrse, Consirnction of phase one ol @ $1.5-million mul

lipurpose alhletic Tacility is completed. The five residence halls
have lonnges, study parlors, kilchenettes, and laundry aveas. St

dent servives inchude an arientation Tor incoming students, an
on-campus health centers an academic centers and cireer plan-
ning and pliacerent services,

Maost of the extracurriculir aclivities of Wesleyan's students are
coordinaled 1hrough three Activity Comneils. The Cauncil on So-
cial Activities plans concert-dance weekengds, mixers with neavhy
colieges, fushian shows, holiday wips, and special dinners, The
Recrealion Council coorditates competitive aclivitios in basket-
hall, soceer, soliball, swintming, and individual sports, Wesleyan
is a member of the National Collegiate Alhlehic Assaciation
(NCAAY Division [ There are imercollegiale basketball. eques

Lrian. soccer, solthall, tennis, and volleyball (cams. The Council
on Keligions Coneerns eneonrages religious lite an campus i
sponsors aclivilies that involve stidents with eommunity Tike.
Stidents help in tacal instiblions such as the Georgia Academy
for the Blind, the Methodist Children's Home, and neighiborhoad
schoals and ehurches, They alse participste ininterest clubs,
singent publicalions, performing arls groups, honar socielies,
and professional fraternities. A niumber of Gollege traditions are
perpeluated by spivitesd bt fricadly competition miong the [our
classes.

¢e in middle-level

Wesleyan oflers the Master of Aty deg
seience and middic-tevel nalhematices,

Location

weslevan is localed ina suburb ol the heantiful, hisloric ety of
Macon, Grorgia, the third-largest city in the stale. Macon is the
cultural, cducational, medical, and cconomie leader of middie
Georgia, Five corducational institwlions are within a 60 mile
radins of the Weslevan campus. Located 4l Lhe junclion of 1S,
Higliways 1-75 and 118, Macon is cusily aceessible by public and
private transporlalion. Metropolitan Allanta is about an hoins
drive Wothe novth, and the Wesleyar ciimpus lies within only a
tew hours of the Georgia, Somh Carolina, and Florida beaches
and e wountains of north Georgla, The vity offers varied cn

tertainment and many cultural opportunilies. Concert Associa-
tiot and Symphony Orchestrs perlformancss ave held on the Wes

leyan campus, and several events during the annual Cherry
Blossom ¥Fesiival involve the College.

912 757 2430

Majors and Degrees

Weslevan Coltege olfers twenty two areas of study leading Lo the
Bachelor of Arls (A1) degree, The Bachelor of Arts is offered in
Amcrican studics, arl history, hiology, business administration
{eoncentration in yeconnting or management), chemistey, com-
munication, cduearion (carly childhood, iniddte grades, and sec
ondary), Knglish, history, history/political seience, internalional
husiness, international relations, inathemalics, nusic (perlor-
imance eniplasis—piano, organ, and voice). philosophy, psychol-
ogy. religion, seciology, Spanish. and studio an. Sell-designed
interdisciplinary majors are alsa available.

Theee are preprofessional programs in denlistey, ungineering.
law. medivine, and veterigary medicine. Double majors are avail-
able in mauy arcas, and students may selecta minor program of
stindy i a nunber of departnents offering this apion.

Weslevan olfers a dual-degree program in CRZineering in canp-
eration will Georgia nstitule oF Technology, Auburn Universily.
and Mercer Universily, Three vears ol shidy at Wesleyan and bva
years of study al Geovgia Tech, Aubura, or Mercer lead 1oan AR
degree from Westeyan and a BX. degree from the otherinstito
Lio,

Academic Program

Weslevan provides a challenging avademic environnienteanpled
with individualized allenition. The College’s goal is 10 prepate
stndents for a tifetime of leaming and change. Eacli major pro-
gram contains general cducalion requirciments for breadth of
learning and major tield requircnicnts for carest and/or gradn-
ate school preparation. Al degree programs require the comple
tian of 120 scimester honrs wilh a cumualative average of C (2.0)
ar better, Bach stadent is assisted by a facilily adviser and a peer
counsetar in the selection of avademic expericnces that lead lo
pursonal and carecr [ulliiment,

Through Wesleyan's Compuler Focas Program, each enlering
full-time studenl veceiyes an Apple Macintosh computer that she
may keep upon graduation. The use of compulters has infiltrated
the entire curriculuny and supplemented the liberal arts vduei-
Lion process, The networked cinpus is connected 1o the Juter
net, which gives each student aceess 10 0 worhl of infurmation
from her dorimn room.

Credit by examination aud excption from required courses are
possible with acceplable scores on the Advanced Placeiment (AF)
and Colleze Level Examination Peogeam (CLEP) tests OF arcepl-
ahle grades in high school- college joint enrolhment courses, Stu-
dents imay also evempt courses by taking departinental exami-
nations. Credit for the Inleruational Bacealaureate ix considered
for higher tevel cxaminations onacourse by course basis. Thirty
semester hours of credil is the glaximum a studenl can receive
by exemption through AP TR, CLIEP or departmental exams.

The College operates on an carly semester plan. First senesler
classes begin Augost 27, 1997, and end Decemnber 12, 1097 The
scrond semester begins January 130 1988, and ends with gradu-
ation un May 2, 1995, ‘T'here is 4 May term and one abbreviated
SUMMer session.

Off-Campus Arrangements

Students who maintain high acadciie standing for their first
threc scineslers al YWeslevan may qualily Lo take their junior
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year abroad al an institution approved by the Colle

for ofl-campus expericners varies,

Academic Facilities

Willer Memoriad Libeary has mare than 1539000 volumes and
subseribes 10 603 periodicals. There are 26,030 items inimiero-
form and 6.500 tapes and revords, (Weslevan's membership in
three consortia allows studenls aceess 1o the holdings of fifty
libraries through interlibrary loan) The library has informal
shidy arcas, individual correls. a lsnguage lab, seminar rooms,
and a listening roowm, The Georgia Roam houses 4,500 rare vol-
untes and treasures ol Americanin, The Porter Fine Acts Building
serves as d cpltueal center for the campus and eommunily, Nt
houses the music itnd heater departments, and. in addition 1o
classraoms, oflices, amd studios, it eomtains lwo arl galleries and
astudio theater. 1s Porter Audilorivm has a seating capacily of
2200 and contains ane of the fargest pipe organs in the Sonth-
AsSrums fur scicncee
and math. This building ineludes stale ol the art laboratory equip-
ment. a vomputer lab, anl an electronic classroom, Tale Hall
cuntains classroams for the Humanities, Sociil Seienee, and Ldu
catiorr divisions, The et departiment is localed ina 10,00-square-
toar building designed exclusively tor teaching the shadio aris.

edsl. Tavlor Hall houses taboralovies ani ol

Costs

Tuition for 1997-98 i< £141.000. Room and buard cost $3300. The
aclivity fee is $200. Stndents should keep in mind the additional

cast ol buoks, supplics, travel, and personul expenses,

Financial Aid

Studeni< sevcking ligancial assistanee are required o sulimit the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FARSA ). Phis Tarm iy
he nbtained fronea kigh school caunsclor or (rom Wesleyan. Any
student who demuonstates financiai necd is qualified for some

Lxpe of assistance.

Wealeyan afters no-need scholarships o incoming (irst yeine stu-
dents on the dasis of academnie ability, leadership, or special

talents, These seholarships vanae from $ 1500 Lo $12.500 per ve

Transfer fellowships are available based on cunulalive grade
pontl average and hours carped. Minimum requiremenls aee o

5.0 GPA and 30 sermester hours or 45 quarler hours.

Weslevan participstes in the Federal Peekios Loan, Federal Pell
Granl, Federid Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Fed
eral Work-Stady, and Federal Family Educalion Lean programs,
Residents of Georgia may apply for the Georgia Stale Toition
Fenalization Grant and Hope Grant, which provide ip 1o $1000
a yearto a studenl who atlends a private college i the siate and
has at least a B average, Georgia Student Ineentive Orants are
also available, as ave cectuan foans, olher schalarships. and part
time emplovment. Approsiimately 90 percent ol Wesleyan's sui-
dents reecive financial assistanee through scholavships, taten)
awards. grants, loans, part-line cinplovment, oe Georgia Stue

Tuition Fyualizalian Granls,

Faculty

The academic prograim al Weslevan iz goided by an exeeption-
ally able, dedicined. and caring Taculty, Tlhe 0 full-time proles:

re. Wesleyan
has exchange agreemenls with the Laiversily of Sofia, Bulgaria:
International Cheistian University, Japan; and the American i

sritule lor F(]I'(“.i,’:.,’ll Studies, which F]I‘n\.’irh‘_\' -.\'lle}' abiroad oppor-
lunities in Australii, Auslria, China, France, Great Britain, laly.
Mexico, Bussia, and Spain. Off-campus opporlunities in Macon
are available through thee Inlernship Program, which places stu-
dents with urea businesses, communily ageneies, heallh orga-
nizutions, arts groups, and the media, Sunmumer internships can
be arranged through the Governor's Intern Program. in a stu-
dent’s hometown, and in other localions, Acadentic eredil givea

912 757 2430

sors hold degrees [rom cights -seven glifterent volleges and aui
versilies: 85 pereent have earned doctoral or 1lerminal degrees,
Inaddition, iere are £2 parl tine ety menthers, The studenl
faculty ratio is 11 No courses are tanght by gradpale assis-
tants, Facully members serve s academie advisers and hielp
students plan their academie progrant. Mamy professors partici-
pale in extravurvicndar activities seith sludenis on vanpus,

Student Government

Weslevan's Student Gavernnent \sociation, thirotgh an agree
ment with the president and Tacalty of the College, governs the
stndent body with emphasis oo responsibility and frecdon. An
honor tradition, bascd upon the cancept il individual frecdom
is a righl fionded on responsibality, is inherenl in campus life,
Yiolalivns of sludent governmend segulations are handled Hooigh
asvstemn ol juldicial processes woth a ssstem for appeals.

Admission Requirements

Applicants 1o Weslevin must snhnit a completed application
with o $25 application lee, official academic transcerips. official
SAT Lor ACT seores an evalualion weilten by an English leacher,
a recommemdalion from a guidanee counselar or prineipal. and
an essay. The completion ol aomminumy o 16 academic conrse
unils ina secondary school s required. Westesan Teels that o
campus visit is exteemely beoficial, and visitors can be full
participanis in campus aclivilies. An interviesw is strongly rec.
ammended. Candidates for cardy admission mnst complere tnehe
academic courses. and an imerviesw is required of theat. Appli-
cittions fram transter and inlernational stndents are welcone,
Credil for work belove o grade of C cannot be transierred, and o
minimum score ol 550 an the Test of FEoglish as Foreign Lan-
grage (FOEEL)Y is required ol internationat shudentz, Weslevan
accepls qualified stadenls withont regard o race, religion. na-
tional or clhmic ovigin, age, or handicap,

Application and Information
Weslevan has o rolling adinission plan, andd decisions concern-
ing avceplance dre made on an opgzoiigz basis, Fall eonsideration
is given 1o cach applicatton as soon as iU is completed. High
schoat seniors are cneouraged 1o apph during the fall of their
senior vear. The application deadline Tor carly decision ix No
vember tand for regular decision is Vel 1
For additional infmrmation or o request i application Tornn,
students should conlacl:

Dean of Adinissions

Weslryan College

4760 Forsvih Road

Macon, Georzian 31210-4299

Telephone: 912-797-3206

800 117-6610 (tall-"ree)
I nails admissions@posiw eslevan-collegeceda

"l(.ll‘ﬂ‘ﬂ“‘_‘-mf ' -
Wesleyan has the distinctior: of being the world's

farst couege chartered to grent degrees to women.
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Tommy C. Olmstead, Commissioner
Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H,, Division Director

Georgia Department of Human Resources ¢ 2 Peachtree Street, NW ¢ Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3142 * (404) 651-6314
Division of Public Health ® 2 Peachtree Street, NW, #7-300 ¢ Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3186 * (404) 657-2700

March 16, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman, Director

Whitehouse Office of National AIDS Policy
808 17th Street, NW, Suite 820 o
Washington, DC 20006 Vo w

Dear Sandy:

It was great to talk with you on Friday. I:am lookmg forward to bemg your date at the annual

3

+National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy awards dinner.

“This yéar the dmner w111 be held at the Park Hyatt Hotel at 6:00pm, on April 29th. The Park i/
‘Hyatt is located at 1201 24th Street, NW. . ™

Look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

V Kathfeen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H.

Director
Division of Public Health

KET/kr

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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WESLEYAN

Firvs for Women

March 24, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman

Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy -
White House Office of National AIDS Policy

808 17th Street NW

Suite 820

Washington, DC 20006 5 f

Dear Ms. Thurman:

I spoke with your office early last week and lcarned that you have a speaking
engagement at Emory, Friday the 7th of May. T would like to reiterate that the
College will be happy to make flight arrangements that will allow you to
return to Washington later in the day on the 2nd, the day of the
commencement ceremony, or on the 3rd if you prefer.

In short we will make any arrangements that will make it possible for you to
address our graduates and their families the morning of May 2nd. Our
students and faculty are 50 excited about the possibility of your being their
commencemcent speaker.

Smcerely )
/uU./
Priscilla R. Danheiser

Dean of the College

PRD/jha

.01
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WESLEYAN

First for Women

March 15, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman

Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy
White House Office of National AIDS Policy

808 17th Street NW

Suite 820

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman:

We met many years ago at various Bradley family functions. My husband,
Steve Cohen, and Howard Bradley were best friends in high school and
college. I have followed your career through Howard and your Aunt Joy, and
T am so pleased to learn of all your accomplishments. I know your presence
would have a powerful impact on our students at Wesleyan College where 1
now serve as Academic Dean of the College.

1 .0, invite you to be-the-1998.commencement spea ker for ;
sWesleyan ollegeron Saturday, May 2+at:10:00:a:m> I know that you are a
graduate of Mercer University, and [ know that you are somewhat familiar
with Wesleyan. Chartered in 1836, Wesleyan is the first college in the world
chartered to grant degrees to women. The first woman ever to receive a
bachelor’s degree received it at Wesleyan in 1840. Now, over 160 years since
its founding, Wesleyan continues as a selective, nationally ranked woman'’s

college committed to the liberal arts as the very best education for life.

Throughout its existence Wesleyan has been a pioneer in higher education,
and our history is characterized by curricular and co-curricular innovation.
Ten years ago Wesleyan was the first woman's college to launch a ubiquitous
computing program in which all students are given a computer with which
they can integrate technology into every course experience. We pioneered the
academically focused freshman seminar program in the mid 1930s. Early in
the decade, Wesleyan integrated academic and student affairs linking the
curricular and and co-curricular experiences of our students in meaningful
ways. For eight years, in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Energy and
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the College has conducted a summer math
and science institute for middle school girls from all over the country to
encourage girls at this critical time in their lives to continue to pursue
mathematics and science.

et U A A ST T T E . 176 DD EVTIIDAA TN h1a N CGFORCITA A7 - 0124771110 - FAX 912.757 2030
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This Spring at Wesleyan College marks the beginning of a renewed
commitment to health and wellness. We are preparing a grant proposal to
the American Association of Colleges and Universities to fund a project to
more fully integrate the study of HIV/AIDS into the Wesleyan curriculum
and co-curriculum. We have committed to implementing a wellness
program which unites the academic and student affairs areas of the college
and faculty and students in an effort to encourage and practice wellness
education on our campus. Our new President, Nora Kizer Bell, is a bio-
ethicist who speaks nationally on the subject of AIDS. We believe liberal
education can do much to increase awareness of issues of health and the
human condition.

You will be interested to know that for ten years Wesleyan students have
tutored illiterate adults in exchange for tuition waivers. In those ten years,
over 500 students have taught over 2000 adults to read in our innovative lead
community service project originally funded by the U.S. Department of
Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Post-secondary Education. Our
students have been recognized nationally by FIPSE for their commitment to
volunteerism, community service, and civic responsibility. It would be an
honor to have you speak to our 1998 graduating class to inspire them to
consider lives of service to benefit others.

In recent years Betty Friedan, Betty Ford, Ellen Goodman, Haynes Johnson,
Eugenia Zuckerman, Jane Fonda, Bunny Sadler, Shirley Chisholm, Rosalyn
Carter, Elizabeth Dole, and Virginia Hamilton have spoken at our college. I
know that your presence at Wesleyan could make a significant difference in
the lives of our students. The areas of health and human services cross every
academic discipline. Your words would be so important and inspirational to
our graduating seniors.

I am enclosing information on the College for your review. Our students
very much want you to be with us. The College will cover all expenses
associated with your travel. We can also offer an honorarium. As you know,
we are conveniently located fifty minutes south of the Atlanta airport, and 1
would love to invite Joy, Brad, Ann, Howard, and their families to be with us
as guests of the College for the commencement exercises and the luncheon
which will follow. We look forward to your response.

-~

Sincerely;
Chnadd.

Priscilla R. Danheiser
Dean of the College

PRD/jha

.03
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“enclosed materlals U
‘guest -at:‘ouf’ “forthcoming HIV/AIDS "Community ‘Medical®
‘' Séminar.”

March 23, 1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman

Director, White House Office of Natlonal AIDS Policy
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Thurman,

As President/CEO of The Black Women'’s Health Council,
Inc. of Prince George’s County, MD., I am writing to
share information with you about our AIDS service
organization. I hope that after you have reviewed the
yoﬁ w1ll ‘consentto be a spec1al

We are pleased that through our collaborative
work efforts with Black ministers this first seminar
will be held in one of the largest Black Baptist
churches in the County.

We are an organization which has served the HIV/AIDS
community for the past ten years, and are creditably
known throughout the metropolitan region as a community
based business which provides superior service to
clients and patients with courtesy and commitment.

During these past ten years, we have watched the AIDS
epidemic take different directions. Unfortunately, it
is now the number one killer of child-bearing age (25-
44) African American women, and the number one killer
of African American gay and bisexual men. The new
therapies are available; however, it is becoming
increasingly obvious to us and other AIDS providers
that this population is not overwhelmingly accepting or
complying with the rigorous medical regimes they
require. For this reason, we have developed a first of
what we intend to be several one day medical seminars.
Each seminar will be presented at the community level
in a setting in which the participants are relaxed and
comfortable and the environment is conducive to their

« . . e}
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Enclosures

learning more information about these life-saving
drugs. We intend to demonstrate the positive results
which can result from full compliance with the daily
rigid requirements these drug therapies demand.

I hope that you will review the enclosed flyer on the
seminar and the information about the Council, and

that your schedule will allow you to participate in our
opening session.

If you would care to discuss this program and our
organization in further detail, T can be reached at the
Council’s office (301) 808-0786, or my office (301)
429-1857 daily between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

T s //' ) P

¥§onne K. Walker
y:



> F St. John's
Horizon House

Caring for People Wilh AIDS

Methodist Regional Hospital System
580 West Eighth Street
Jacksonville. Florida 32209

{004) 798-8555 March 31, 1998
Fax (904) 798-8554

Honorable Sandra Thurman, Director
The White House Office of AIDS Policy
808 17th Street NW, Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman:

We enjoyed meeting you and hearing your very timely presentation at the 10th Annual AIDS Update Conference. Our
invitations to attend the luncheon for you at 11:30 a.m. on Monday April 20, 1998 arrived this moming from our colleagues
at the Northeast Florida AIDS Network (NFAN). You can be sure we will be there and are delighted to have been included
in this gathering of key agency representatives. '

vOn behalf of all-of the St. - John's Horizon Haiise residents, staff, and voliinteers we are keeping-our- ﬁngers crossed that. you,J

. can “find about 10-15. minutes to visit Northeast Florida's only supportive housing program.for-people-with HIV/AIDS. Your
visit would give you a first-hand look at one of our nation's most remarkable residences for people with HIV/AIDS and -- more
importantly -- afford you an opportunity to make a personal connection with about 50 of the bravest and most wonderful
people in the community.

We are enclosing a packet of information about St. John's Horizon House as well as a map showing its location relative to the
NFAN Board Room which is just across the street from us. Gene Copello's assistant, Jimmy Maxwell, advises that your
schedule on April 20 is somewhat inflexible due to Secret Service requirements. Of course we will understand if you can't work
in a short visit with our residents, but it would mean so very much to them that we wanted to extend an invitation in hopes that
somehow you'd find a way to make this possible.

Sincerely,
TDRelly Reeting V7 s
/ 3
Donnelly Rembert, Executive Director Monica Costello, Director
Methodist Medical Center, Funding Resources St. John's Horizon House

cc: Mr. Marcus E. Drewa, FACHE
President, Methodist Medical Center

Enclosures
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St. John's
Horizon House

Caring for People With AIDS

Methodist Regional Hospitad System
580 West Eighth Street

Jacksonvitie, Florida 32209

{904) 708-8555

Fax 1904) 798-8554

April 1, 1998

The White House Office of AIDS Policy
808 17th Street NW, Suite 820
Washington, D.C. 20006

Honorable Sandra Thurman, Director
o0l

Dear Ms. Thurman,

On behalf of the residents and staff at St. John’s Horizon House, we are writing to thank
you for your hard work and devotion to the cause of ameliorating the burdens of HIV in
communities across America.

We would be incredibly honored and thrilled if it is possible for you to visit our home at
St. John’s Horizon House and wanted to extend a very heartfelt and personal invitation to
you from all of us here.

We also understand how busy you are and the fullness of your schedule, so either way we
hope to see you in Jacksonville and will gratefully keep you in our prayers.
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Is There Life After HIV?

Monica Costello

Discussions about HIV/AIDS have changed from dismal
talk of the dying process, to eradicating the virus and curing
once infected people! There are exciting medical break-
throughs using protease inhibitors to reduce the virus to
undetectable levels. The Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) reported a 13% decline indeaths among people
with AIDS during the firstsix months of 1996, compared to the
first six months of 1995. Excitementover the new advances in
medication to treat HIV/AIDS is widespread among the medi-
cal profession and those infected and affected by HIV.

While encouraged by this progress and dream of acure inthe
near future, 1 am also concerned that we will forget the other
importantissues the AIDS epidemic has brought into focus and
the scars it has left behind. Before the new medications, a
person living with HIV was focused on advance directives and
funeral plans, but must now rethink his/her future. Asencour-
aging as that may sound to most of us, it can be terrifying to
someone who has made no plans for the future, has been
disowned by family, lost jobs due to illness, cashed in all
savings and life insurance policies and watched many friends
die. Inaddition, aperson with HIV haslived with rejectionor
fear of rejection due to the disease, as opposed to similar
illnesses, such as cancer, that elicit support and sympathy.

When discussing the progression of events related to HIV
with those affected, some compared the disease to the Vietnam
war. Many lives were lost and those fighting were shunned.
They survived, only to come home to face rejection. They
received little support for the pain they endured and friends
they lost. Even with the promising new medications, many are
unable to tolerate the side effects and the medications are not
effective in suppressing the virus foreveryone. Those thatdo
take these medications may have difficulty following the
demanding daily regimen of up to twenty pills per day that
often require specific time and diet procedures forcompliance.

My awareness of this phenomenon has deepened and grown
over the last ten years of my professional experience. I
witnessed the “before” bleak outlook as a counselor and
clinical director of a substance abuse facility. A numberof the
patients were HIV infected and had little motivation torecover.
Their treatment usually focused on their desire to die sober.
Mostrecently, as director of a facility for people with HIV and
AIDS, I have seen the remarkable “after” in which the new
protease inhibitor medications and support groups have as-
sistedinfected individuals to become more productive, active,

Monica Costello is Director of St. John’s Horizon
House, which is a caring home-like environment
for people with HIV and AIDS, located at Method-
ist Medical Center.
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and contident than they ever thought
possible. Itis unfortunate that ittook
this virus for them to have the oppor-
tunities to discover their many talents.
The following are stories of the lives
of individuals faced with hope and
uncertainty as they begin their new
opportunity at life with many of the
underlying issues still present.

Bertha reports how, “HIV saved
my life.” After losing two sisters 1o
AIDS in 1991 and 1992, she still be-
lieved it could not happen to her. She
was using IV drugs and prostituting to
pav for drugs. Shewas diagnosed in
1993 but refused medication and con-
tinued the same lifestyle. Itwasn'tuntil 1995, aftera fight with
her daughter, that she realized she hadto do something about
her problem. With the help of her case manager, she entered
substance abuse treatment, where she stayedfor five months.
She remained drug and alcohol free for 11 months before she
began missing Narcotics Anonymous support meetings and
relapsed. Afterafour-weekbinge, she admittedto her sponsor
that she had relapsed and began her recovery again. She has
been cleannow for one vearandrealizes that if she usesa gain,
she will lose evervthing. She sees others on the street and
realizes, “That could be me. 1would either be in jail or dead
ifnotformyrecovery.” Thebloomingtree outside herwindow
reminds her of all of the people she loved that have died. Her
life is very different now. She is on seven committees in the
community and states, "I feel like a citizen again. Tused to
volunteer to do things but never followed through. I am
responsiblenow.” Shewasinvolvedina churchall herlife, but
feels connected for the first time. She is back in school and
working part time. Her past relationships were all with
alcoholic and addicted men until she met “James™ at St.
John's Horizon House last year. They became romantically
involved after he had a pizzadeliveredto her on herbirthday.
Thev were married this summer.

Walter M. works
out to maintain a
healthier lifestyle.

James came to St. John's Horizon House last Julv. He had
no use of his hands and couldnot care for himself. He walked
witha cane andweighed 145 pounds. His T-cell count was 17.
He came here to die and made plans for the time he would not
be able to make decisions for himself. He had given up hope,
thinking he would die in a few months anyway. Hewasangry
and bitter, having been rejected and feared by acquaintances
andfriends. He had contemplated suicide one monthearlier,
going as far as putting a loaded gun to his head. He was
brought to a psychiatric unit and then to St. John's Horizon
House. With support, he began eating and taking his medica-




tionasprescribed. He
became involvedin his
church. Despite some
neuropathy, he is now
able to care for him-
self. He met Bertha
andtheywere recently
married. His T-cell
count is over 500 and
he now weighs 256
pounds. James is in-
volved in the resident
work program at St.
John’s Horizon House.
Healsoconducts AIDS
preventionandaware-
ness presentations to highrisk groups inthe communiry. James
contributes his amazing recovery to the emotional support and
healing. "l hadthe medications before. Ljustdidn’t take them
because I didn’t care. It seemed no one wanted to be near me
and they were afraid they would get sick.”

Bertha and James
were recently married.

David told me when he sat down in my office that he was
goingtobebrutally honest. Hewas. He discovered he was HIV
positive in San Francisco in 1987 when his partner was
diagnosedwith Karposi’s Sarcoma. He resisted getting tested
as he did not feel ill and had no symptoms, but with his
partner's encouragement, reluctantly agreed. When the
results proved he was HIV positive, his whole world collapsed.
Hedecidedtotell friends and coworkers immediately, hoping
toavoidthe news being spread “throughwhispers atthe coffee
pot." His employer was supportive and shared that he had
Sfamily members who were also HIV positive.

David became most emotional when talking about his
parmer. They had been together for one year before they were
diagnosed. Daviddescribes Antonio as the only person who
everlovedhimdespite all the walls he attemptedtoputup. “He
loved me like no one else was able to.” He watched Antonio
die in 1991 after experiencing a progression of infections,
including meningitis, wasting syndrome, and a brain tumor.
Caring for him brought fears of what was to come for David
and he began to drink heavily in attempt to deal with his
feelings. He attempted suicide for the sixth time in 1995 by
overdosing on pills. He was found by his case worker three
days later, unconscious in a closet. When he regained con-
sciousness in the hospital, his life began 1o change and he
knew, “God was not ready for me yet.” He realized that he
would have to deal with all of his issues and repressed
memories, including rape by a male baby-sitter at age seven,
if his life was to change. He began attending Alcoholics
Anonymous on a regular basis where he felt accepted by the
recovering community and was able to disclose his HIV status
without judgment.

David decided to
move to St. John's Ho-
rizon House two vears
ago. Over time, he
learned to participate
insocial acrivities with
otherresidents. He also
enrolledinthe resident
work program and
joined the substance
abuse conmumittee. De-
spite setbacks with his
health, including vision
loss, he is determined
to work full time again. He is currently working with voca-
tional rehabilitation to “develop skills [ can use blindfolded.”

David is learning about
his many medications.

Until recently, he avoided intimacy because he didn’twant
anyone to go through the dving process with him. Now he is
working onissues of self-love and self-worth. He states, “There
islightatthe end ofthe tunnel andit'snot afreight train.” He
imagines himself ar 90, remembering the scars his life has
inflicted. He will always remember the many friends who have
diedfrom AIDS and even greater numberwho have died from
drug and alcohol addiction. He still faces the barriers that
make recovery difficult for gay people, including the lack of
alcohol and drug free social events and organizations, and
Searofrejection by family, friends and religious organizations.

Walter F did not always live a gay lifestyle. Infact, he was
engagedto be married, but says he loved the woman too much
to put her through the problems he knew would eventually
emerge. He remembers the early 80’s when there was much
secrecy and the topic of AIDS was taboo. Even close knit
groups did not discuss the subject, partially to protect those
who were infected. Walter shared the confusion of the time
when little was know about AIDS except that many gay men
wereinfected. He watched as many of his friends began getting
sick andfelt it was inevitable he would, too. He compares his
feelings to those of the captain of a ship that is sinking, as if
contracting the virus would make him part of a special group
that would die together. He hung on to some denial by not
getting tested and telling himself he would be different. He
Sinally submitted to a test when he was contemplating having
achildwithalesbian friend and did notwant to take the chance
ofinfecting herorthe child. She waswith himwhen he got his
results, and although he thought he was prepared, he remem-
bers feeling like a bomb hit him. His family was supportive as
he slowly broke the news ro them.

AnHIV support group helped Walter find the positive in his
life. Hefelt connected even though the group consisted of an
assortment of “tough guys” from jail, gay men, and middle
class heterosexuals. He traveled and did the things he had
always put off. Feeling aneed 1o express the emotions he was
experiencing, he wrote a play called *Me and My Virus.” As
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the plav begins, the
main character awak-
ens in a roach-ridden,
ratinfested, dilapidated
motelover runwith drug
addicts, hookers and
pimps, illustrating the
lowest moment in his
life. Sixmonthslater, in
a support group, he is
able to identify with the
tribulations of others
and sees how this dis-
ease effects people of
allraces, ages, genders
and social strata. The final wall is broken at the end of the play
and the character speaks directly to the audience, intending to
convince them they are part of the solution.

From the play “Dialogue
Between Me And My Virus”

The original play was written in 1992 and has been per-
formed in churches, schools, hospitals, correctional institu-
tions and corporate offices. Walter recently wrote a sequel,
focusing on new issues related to the new medical advances
and his own improved mental and physical health. Walter has
hope foran AIDS free society but is not ready to celebrate vet.
He is relieved that there are new promising medications but
can't forget those who did not have the opportunity to take
advantage of them, and wonders why he was spared. He is
grateful to the disease for the enlightenment it has given him
but sad for the loss of friends and the opportunity to have a
child. He is a kind, compassionate manwho could give achild
the love so many never receive.

Much progress has been made by bringing attention to social
issues as a direct or indirect result of this crisis. Many have
become more aware and accepting of homosexuals and the
struggles they have endured. People have become more re-
sponsible with increased awareness of all sexually transmitted
diseases. The use of condoms has become accepted, if not
expected. Supportive programs have been developed and
funded to help people with AIDS get medical and substance
abuse treatment and adequate housing. As people with HIV
grew healthier, programs were developed to help those who
could, return to work. If we discover acure, at what point will
we then forget those in need until the next crisis emerges?

Listening toinfected people share their stories, itis impos-
sible not to feel the pain they have endured. Studies show that
personal contact and a relationship with a person with AIDS
creates more compassion and desire to help. Those who made
direct contacthad less blame and less avoidance of people with
AIDS. Aslong as we canignore the reality, it can be someone
else’s problem. There are very few people who have notbeen
affected by this epidemic in some way. Media coverage has
increased awareness and opened discussion about AIDS. A
survey done shortly after Magic Johnson’s announcement that
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he had AIDS reported that approximately half of those ques-
tioned stated their attitude towards people with AIDS changed
after hearing the announcement (Herek, 1997).

I believe that society has become more accepting of those
living with the virus. Wenow havean opportunity toimprove
communication and understanding between people of diverse
races, sexual orientations and socio-economic backgrounds.
Herek and Capitanio hypothesized that: “Prejudice (unless
deeply rooted in the character structure of the individual) may
be reduced by equal status contact between majority and
minority groups in the pursuit of common goals.” This
epidemic has brought many diverse groups together and
increased ourknowledge and acceptance of alternative lifestyles.
Continued education notonly about AIDS, butunderstanding
the syndrome of self-defeating behaviors such as substance
abuse can help us all to prepare for a more challenging and
hopeful post-AIDS society. Understanding the issues of the
survivors and affected friends and family can bring greater
open-mindedness towards those we have chosen to ignore ot
judge in the past. Many now have the chance of years of
productive life ahead of them!
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St. John's Horizon House was developed in 1993 to meet the
needs of HIV infected individuals who lacked supportive
housing and access to proper health care. It was made
possible by the generosity of Methodist Medical Center, St.
John's Cathedral and grants from The City of Jacksonville
Community Development Block Grant, Jessie Ball DuPont
Fund, Housing Opportunity for People with AIDS( HOPWA)
and many private and corporate donors and the expertise of
Donnelly Rembert, original Project Director.




PHysICIANS Resource NETWORK

The Impaired Practioner
Program of Florida

Chemical dependency or other im-
pairmentcan be athreattoyour life,
family and livelihood.

For information
or assistance call:

1(800) 888-8776

1(904) 277-8004
Duringtheweek from 8:30a.m.-4:45p.m.

On weekends, after hours and
holidays call 1{904) 277-8004.
An answering service will
connectyou with on call staff.

Methodist Medical Center
"The Miracle On Eighth Street”

@ ur mission is to provide quality, personalized health care while responding to

the needs of our patients, employees, physicians and our community. For the
past 29 years we have dedicated ourselves to caring for you and providing unique
medical services unmatched by any other hospital in the area.

It Takes More Than Love To Make Miracles Happen!

St. John's Horizon
House provides an al-
cohol and drug-free
environment —
breaking parteims of
chronic addictions for
persons living with

HIV/AIDS.

St. John's Horizon
House is Northeast
Florida and Southeast
Georgia's largest and
most supportive hoits-
ing program for per-
sons with HIV/AIDS.

A Unique and Caring Home

At St. John’s Horizon House we see a lot of miracles —
and each one has a name, a face, and a very special story.

St. John’s Horizon House

6580 W. 8th St. ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32209
Phone 798-85556 + FAX 798-8554

Improve CASH Flow

Electronic Health Claims Processing

OUTSOURCE YOUR CLAIMS EXTRA SERVICES AVAILABLE
» Reduce your claims handling expenses e Track Accounts Receivable
* Eliminate delayed or rejécted claims e Collections

Monthly Statements & Past Due Notices * Guaranteed Confidentially
PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE o FLEXIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
Claims Processing Service, Inc.

Jacksonville, FL 32247-5784
Phone: (904) 993-4058

e Patient Activity Reports

P. O. Box 5784

FAX: 399-2977
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Methodist Medical Center Campus
580 West 8th Street Jacksonville, Florida 32209
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The Yolunteen Services Depantment of Wethodisr Medical Centern Welcomes You!




The Sun Rises on AIDS Care

BY

C. SHANNON CARUSO
AND

BONNIE M. BURTON

IT’s HERE TO STAY.

IT CAN, AND DOES, TOUCH US ALL.

IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, IT HAS STRUCK SOMEONE YOU KNOW. A co-
WORKER’S SON, A SALESCLERK,S DAUGHTER, FAMILY MEMBERS IN YOUR
CHURCH CONGREGATION, EVEN A SCHOOLMATE OF YOUR CHILD COULD

HAVE IT. >




. OVER THE PAST DECADE,

HIV, THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES

AIDS, HAS FLOURISHED IN ITS

DESTRUCT.ION OF HEALTH AND LIVES.
| LIKE TUBERCULOSIS AND POLIO BEFORE IT,
THE VIRUS THRIVES IN A HOTHOUS];‘. ATMOéPHERE
OF MISUNDERSTA_NDING AND DREAD. THOSE NOT
INFECTED WITH THE DISEASE MAY SHUN THOSE WHO ARE
INFECTED, HOPING THEN THEY WILL BE SAFE. CUT OEF FROM CONTACT
WITH OTHERS JUST WHEN SUPPORT IS NEEDED MOST, PEOPLE WITH HIV MAY
BE OSTRACIZED FROM SOCIETY AND THEIR FAMILIES. THE BEST MEDICINE IS LOVE

AND SUPPORT WHICH, IN THE CASE OF AIDS, TOO OFTEN IS DENIED.

Now, for those unable to continue living at home,
there is a solution.

After years of planning, Northeast Florida will have a
unique resource: a supportive, affordable setting in
which people with HIV/AIDS can live as independently
and productively as possible. St. John’s Horizon House,
a cooperative effort of Methodist Medical Center and
St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral’s AIDS Task Force, is an
alternative to costly nursing home or inpatient hospital
care. St. John's Horizon House residents will live in
newly renovated private apartments located in a build-
ing adjacent to Methodist Medical Center, which previ-
ously was the site of Brewster Hospital.

St. John’s Horizon House residents will be able to
choose from many activities, both on- and offsite, includ-
ing art therapy, creative writing, aerobics and guest
speakers. A full range of services, including 24-hour care-
givers, home health and home hospice, will be brought
to residents as the need arises, maintaining an optimal

level of care. Nearby hospitals and clinics will meet the
emergency and acute medical needs of residents.

St. John's Horizon House project director, Donnelly -
Rembert, has watched the need for a “home away from
home” increase steadily over the past eight years. “In
1986, there were fewer than 60 cases of AIDS reported
in Jacksonville. We knew most of the people and their
families on a first-name basis,” she comments.

Today, however, with more than 2,500 cases reported
locally and thousands more Northeast Florida residents
infected with HIV, Rembert believes this support is
needed more urgently than ever before. “I am really
proud of the leadership role Methodist has taken and
am thrilled to have been given such a challenging -
opportunity,” Rembert adds.

Marcus E. Drewa, FACHE, president of Methodist.
Medical Center, wanted to use the building that previ-
ously housed Brewster Hospital to make a positive
impact on the Northeast Florida community. Deciding
to take an aggressive stand in the healthcare community,
the Methodist board of directors offered the landmark
facility as a residence for AIDS patients.

“Quite simply, extending help to those in our com-
munity infected with the HIV virus was something we
hadto do. This virus does more than cause sickness in an
individual. It also begins to rob a person of indepen-
dence and spirit. We hope to keep that spirit burning in
each resident of St. John’s Horizon House,” explains
Drewa.

His vision is shared by an active board of directors,
comprised of community and religious leaders. A volun-
teer advisory committee, dedicated volunteer staff and -
project director serve the needs of St. John’s Horizon
House residents with respect and compassion.

A little more than a decade since the discovery of
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection has already
spread to an estimated 14 million people worldwide. In
the United States, an estimated 1 million people cur-
rently are infected with HIV.

* The cost of one AIDS case from diagnosis to death
is approximately $105,000.

* AIDS is the fourth leading cause of death in males
in the 25 to 45 year age group in the United States.
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e AIDS is the fourth leading cause of death among
females in the same age group.

¢ Florida ranks third in the nation with number of
reported AIDS cases.

¢ One in 100 persons in Florida is infected with HIV.
In Northeast Florida this means about 10,000 people are
infected and most are unaware of their status.

« [n Duval County, approximately 21,000 people are
HIV infected.

o It is estimated that Duval County will have over
5,000 cases of AIDS by the year 2000.

Disturbing statistics, all. The latest statistics on AIDS
indicate a disease that is only growing in its destruction.
Yet, statistics are only numbers. To truly measure the dis-
ease's impact, listen to those living with, and fighting,
AIDS.

Sue has AIDS. But, “No one gives you AIDS, you go
out and get it,” Sue states, further echoing her wish to
accept responsibility for her own health and family.
Currently, her T<cell count is 95. A normal Tcell count is
1,200.

Mary, a member of the St. John’s Horizon House vol-
unteer advisory committee, is rapidly becoming more
outspoken on the need for open lines of communica-
tion on this subject. She is a funny, bright, young
mother. She is also HIV-positive. But Mary doesn’t have
time for regrets, or “what ifs.” As an active community
volunteer, she helps others with an HIV positive diagno-
sis come to terms with life. And Mary has come to terms
with life. By working to help others, she moves beyond
her situation. “I'm just interested in helping people,”
she explains.

Or as David, a person living with AIDS explains,
“Dealing with AIDS is an attitude.” And his attitude has
been consistently upbeat. Although his Tcell count is
zero , David keeps fighting and winning. His mother has
been very supportive of him, but the seriousness of his
struggle really hit home when he recently came down
with a respiratory infection. David’s doctor asked the
mother to no longer smoke in the house with David, as
he was too open to infection. Now, she smokes outside.

Donna Zimmerman, program director for AIDS
Care and Education at Lutheran Social Services of
Northeast Florida, explains, “It's a disease that affects

what we do, not caused by who we are!” in speaking for
HIV-positive individuals. While this statement is true for
the majority of those HIV infected, an alarming number
of individuals have contracted the virus through birth.

Babies are infected by an HIV-positive mother while
in utero or through breast milk. According to the New
England Journal of Medicine, HIV-positive pregnant
women may substantially decrease the risk of transmit-
ting the virus to their child if the mother takes AZT dur-
ing pregnancy.

¢ Florida ranks second in the nation in the number
of pediatric AIDS cases.

¢ There are approximately 10,000 to 20,000 HIV-
infected children, and approximately 7,000 infants are
born annually to HIV-infected women in the United
States. It is estimated that by the year 2000, 10 million
children globally will have been infected.

¢ Overall, there is a 22 percent increase in HIV-infec-
tion rates of all Florida pregnant women.

* Since 1981, nearly 5,000 U.S. children under the
age of 13 have been diagnosed with AIDS. Of these,
2,615 have died.

* By the year 2000, an estimated 80,000 children in
the United States will be “AIDS orphans,” because one
or both of their parents will have died from AIDS-
related causes.

The facts are horrifying, staggering in their impact,
vet difficult to digest. But these numbers translate into
people-——people who have the disease or those who have
not yet been diagnosed, and friends and family mem-
bers of anyone who has the disease.

“AIDS is a health concern,” says Drewa. “As health-
care providers we are entrusted to the community to
care for people. We are not concerned with how or why
they got the virus, only that they are sick and need us.
We want to help them.”

St. John’s Horizon House will offer a supportive
environment, along with the friendship and cama-
raderie of other patients facing the same issues. Many
activities will be available to St. John's Horizon House
residents, along with a full range of specialized services.

Upon becoming a resident, each individual will be
assigned a specially trained caregiver who will assist the
resident for the duration of his or her stay. >




This caregiver will develop an individualized plan
with and for cach resident, working with the individ-
ual’s referring case manager, family and physician 1o
select the most appropriate scivice mix. The plan will
be a bluepring for linking cach resident with the med-
ical, social, economic and spiritual services he or she
requires. These services will be provided under contract
on an as-needed basis by a variety of local agencies.
Mauy of these agencies will have offices in the St. John's
Horizon House facility, eliminating the lack of private
transportation as an obstacle to service access.

David Andress, acting district AIDS coordinator (for
district 1V), stresses the need for independence and
productivity for these residents. “It is very important for
people with AIDS to receive a whole range of medical,
social and spiritual assistance. They want to continue liv-
ing as full a life as possible.”

Always mindful of the uncertainty and fear of the
disease, Mary is aware of the many obstacles to provid-
ing assistance and feeling compassion to individuals
who are HIV positive. But as she explains, “We are all
people, really. IU's hard not to care about others, even if
you are infected. It makes me feel better to help!” [

oy

For More
Information About
AIDS, Please
Contact:

(904) 798-8555—St. John'’s Horizon House

(904) 356-1612—Northeast Florida AIDS Network

(904) 727-3646—HRS District [V AIDS Program

(904) 358-8386—HRS Duval County Main Street Clinic

(904) 398-9292—PWA (People with AIDS) Coalition

(904) 632-0022—Lutheran Social Services of Northeast
Florida

1-800-FLA AIDS—Florida's AIDS Hotline

1-800-458-5231—CDC AIDS Hotline
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March 31, 1998 DEPARFMENT OF MEDICINE

| Sarah Holewinski
Office of Nationa! AIDS Policy
1 The White House
-* Fax: 202-632-1096

Re: Humsafar Trust Benefit, May 2, 1998

Dear Ms. Holewinski:

: Thank you for your call and for your help in coordinating Ms. Thurman’s participation in our
P upcoming event 10 benefit the Hurnsafar Trust in Mumbai (Bombay). India.

The specifics you asked for are as follows:

° Saturday, May 2, 1998

Dinner at 7:30 p.m., followed by a dance/party beginning at 10:00.

® McIntosh Hall, on the Bamard College campus of Columbia University, located at
Broadway and 117th Street in New York City.

° We would like to include Ms. Thurman’s name and title as part of our Host Committee
list. -

° We would Jike Ms. Thurman, and a guest if she wishes, to be our guest at the dinner and

to say a few words during the course of the meal.

I look forward to speaking with you further and am available to answer any other questions you

, may have.
| ?7 .
' Paul Knox /

o: (212) 939-2967
h: (212) 826-9832

cc: Joseph McCormack

506 Lenox Aveane  New York, NY 10037



