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ittHiJiniiti
UNIVERSITY O I

SOUTH(2\ROUNA

Hlai.iii Promoiion and Education 
Sciiooi, OF Public Health

March 9, 1998

White House Office on AIDS Policy 
ATTN; Sarah
808 17* Street NW, Suite 820 

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Sarah;

Thanks for returning my phone call from last week. I’m the Program Manager for the SC 
AIDS Training Network, the South Carolina contractor for the Southeast AIDS Training 
and Education Center in Atlanta. I serve on the Executive and Planning Committees for 
the Annual SC STD/HIV Conference, which is always held in the fall of the year. It is 
sponsored by our state Department of Health and Environmental Control, our 
Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services, the SC AIDS Training Network, 
the SC HIV Network (a Red Cross-CDC project), AIDS service organizations in our 
state, and other agencies and organizations. Approximately 600 health professionals and 
allied health personnel attend each year. Last year we also provided approximately 50 
scholarships for persons with HIV Disease. The conference lasts three days, and this year 
it is scheduled for Wednesday, October 2 through Friday, October 23'^^.

I have been fortunate to hear Ms. Thurman’s presentations and suggested that she be a 
keynote speaker for this year’s conference. Accordingly, I have been tasked with finding 
out her availability for the days of the conference. At this point, we are seeking several 
keynote speakers and have some flexibility in scheduling. We will have keynote address 
opportunities on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Last year, our keynote speakers were 
Dr. Abraham Verghese, Jeannie White-Ginder, and the Rev. Norma Jennings (from 
Wash., DC). Each of these individuals presented a keynote address and also conducted 
an informal conversation/question and answer session as a concurrent session offering, 
either preceding or following their presentation. We would love to have Ms. Thurman as 
a keynote speaker, and certainly understand that her calendar is quite busy and 
demanding. We will, of course, be willing to work with her to suit her schedule. If she 
is available during this time, we can work out any details regarding her presentation and 
any logistical arrangements that are necessary.

Univi rsh v oi South Carolina . Columbia. South Carolina 2q208 .803/777-7096 • Fax 803/777-6290

An Aiiikmaii\-i- Aciion / Li^iiAi.OnoKruNin' Insmil'IIon



Thank you for your assistance in this matter. I will be out of town from Wednesday, 
March 11*** through March 15* , attending the National AIDS Education and Training 
Centers Workshop in New Orleans. Please feel free to leave me a message at (803)777- 
4788 or fax any pertinent information to me at (803)777-6290. Our next Planning 
Committee meeting is March 26*. Again, thanks for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Susan L. Fulmer, MPH, MS, CSPP 
Program Manager/Assistant Director 
SC AE)S Training Network

cc; Allen Wutzdorff, Chair, Conference Planning Committee



I\\ //vjk
P A

CARING RESPONSE

TO AIDS

Thf tp/st if/ml Cttrittp Ri’sptmsc tu AIDS (l.CHA) pnn'ttlt's siippitrl iiiul st’rvin's lit Ihiisv iif/i‘i li-il hy lliV/MDS re^ili-dU’ss «/r('//^/oH,s affiUiitiiiii, ar lack Ihcreiif.

Caring

Remembrance

Hope

Michael Haass House 
Pastoral Program 

Retreats

ECRA IN Anacostia 
Folkman Fund

FOR

Home Hospice Care 
&

Teens for Aids 
Prevention (TAP)

Ms. Sandra Thurman 
Director
White House Office on National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street, NW 
Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman,

The Episcopal Caring Response to AIDS and AIDS National Interfaith Network 
have agreed to organize a 1998 World AIDS Day Observance. A brainstorming 
session was held on Monday, 23 March with members of various congregations 
and HIV/AIDS Service Organizations. The consensus of the persons gathered 
was that it was not so important to have a “healing service” like the one held last 
year at Church of the Epiphany. Instead, it was suggested that an event like a 
candlelight vigil or a “Concert for Hope” be held on the eve of World AIDS Day. 
Our next step is to invite targeted individuals from specific HIV/AIDS 
organizations to come together to further explore these possibilities.

Please note that we would very much like to have your participation in whatever 
event is decided and planned. J|ith6^;a'specifib e^pt td^uivtte^^
.like to ^kM:^Jmr^;6mMpnd^;3<^|^^mbgr^the?w^pl^

I DayT Yo1j would add tremendously to1he occasion both as the Director of the 

Office of National AIDS Policy as well as a person who has been involved and 
concerned with the fight against HIV and AIDS since tbeepidemic began. We 
will keep you informed of further developments'.’Tf someone}from^ypm,pffice . - 

^^uld?bpi^ilabi#to:att^d;6df<nfexrffieetirig,:piease-haye themooir^us^ 

tCARE Consortium Conference room-^on Wednesday. 29 April at 6:30 bimAvjPC' 
|^is;i6sated^U33T5*.StreftJi»i.Suite:620;^^^^ .....

Thank you for your continued support and interest in our work.

Sincerely,

Chip Heath
Director of Special Events and Training

?

733 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 315 . Washington, D.C. 20005-2112 
(202) 347-8077 . FAX (202) 628-0234

3640 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., S.E., . Washington, DC 20032-9307 
(202) 562-S488 . FAX (202) 562-S499



WORLD AIDS DAY BRAINSTORMING SESSION

Monday, 23 March 1998 
7:00 pm

A. Welcome/Introductions

B. Overview of past Healing Services/World AIDS Day Services

C. Brainstorming;

i. Why? (Purpose: who is this event for? why are we doing it?)
ii. Who? (Sponsorship: who will organize it? who will pay for it?)
iii. Where? (Location: where should the event be held?)
iv. When? (Time/Date)

D. Follow-up plan

E. Future meeting(s)



L.----^



MAR-10-98 TUE 12:51 PM Metro TeenAIDS FAX NO, 202 543 3343

FAX Number: (Jn2)

iJi

Date: ________
To: ^YTh ^/>AnL^ On

From:;
Re:

Number of pages to follow:

“Suprtifyoungpepple
inthliP&DS”

Metro TeenATOS jubilee Center
street /Mresf. 651 Pedflsyfnnla Ave., SE Uaatt^Mesf. P.O. Box 15577

Washington, DC 20003*5577 
Telephone; (202) 543*9355 FAX: (202) 543*3343

Visit our web site at: www.metroteenalds,ofg



MAR-10-98 TUE 12:51 PM Metro TeenAlDS FAX NO, 202 543 3343 P. 2

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sarah Holewinski
FR: Rodney Lofton
DA; March 10,1998 p-„

■ r

RE: Ms. Sandy Thurman
CC: Daphne Rankin

■5

Dear Sarali:

On behalf of the Virginia HIV/AIDS Network, I would J]ke to extend^an inykauon to Ms. J^d^ 
the White House on HIV/AIDS, to speak at the 3rd Annual HIV Update OohferericVin Riclimbhd,'vVg^^
The conference is scheduled for August 3-5,1998 at the Holiday Inn, Koger Center South.

We are requesting Ms. Thurman's appearance on Juesday, August 4,,1998 between the hours of 9;Q0 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. We are asking Ms. Thurman to speak on the World ADS Conference (The Geneva 
Update),

It is our hope that a speaker of Ms. Thurman's stature will include this conference in her schedule. On 
behalf of Virginians, we are positive that Ms. Thurman will pass on vital information in our continued fight 
against the HIV/ADS pandemic.

I am faxing over to you a sample flyer for the conference. Should you need any additional information, 
please feel free to contact me at (202) 543-9355 ext. 406.

Thank you for your attention in this matter and I look for ward to speaking with you soon.

Rodney Lofton



MAR-10-98 TUE 12:52 PM Metro TeenAIDS02/11/98 14:56 ^^304 828 173a
FAX NO, 202 543 3343
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VHAIV
Virginia HIV/AIDS Network

presents its third annual

HIV Update 

Conference
Mark your calendar!!

Angnst 3-5, 1998 

Holiday Inn, Koger Center Sonth 

Richmond, Virginia

For further information contact:
Betty Whittaker 

540-985-3542

CEIJs available



Memorandum

To:
From;
Date;

Sandy Thurman 
Tony Braswell 
3-4-98

Hey Sandy

We are working with Georgia AIDS Therapy Information Network oh a conference in
August - in' savannah; Vi

If you have the opportunity, they would like to have you speak as the keynote address of the C 

conference. The date is August 10, the speech would be at 9:00 am.

I am only asking for them. It would be great if you could do this for them - Shane Shook (one of 
our case managers who I believe you worked with) is very active with this orgamzation. They 

also have a good group represented from Grady.

Again, I am only passing this along at their request. It will certainly not be a problem if you 

cannot squeeze this in.

Hope you are doing well - and I hope to see you soon (Sharon says you look GREAT! I)

/y/'Ozr^ ~

^ X->-3 »■ fStL-rntr
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Day Two; August 11,1998

8:00 Breakfast (Provided by Conference)

8:30 General Session : Mental Health — Dr. McDaniel ( Confirmed ) 

9:45 General Session : ATDS Fraud —To Be Announced

10:15 General Session : Complementary Therapies - 

11:15 BREAK

11:30 Breakout Session: Number TWO
(1) Substance Abuse -____________

I

(2) Financial - Russ Waller & Judv Krulick
(3) Case Management - Alvson Lew &
(4) Grief and Loss -__________________

-( )

_( Identified )
_( Invited )
-( )

12:30 Lunch (Provided by Conference) HIV Comedian— Todd Pridgen fConfirmedl

2:00 General Session : Womvns Issues — Unknown

3:00 General Session : Reconstruction — Mark King (Confirmed!

4:00 Wrap-up Session / Collection of Evaluations - Shelly Moorwessel ( Confirmpd 1 

4:30 END OF CONFERENCE



too"Ri^”*on and Breakfest (Provided by conference)

^9;0a General Wdcome/PlenarySession/Kcynote Speaker SsSJkaJEA

9:30 General Session : IreaaB£DU5SUS5=^taaGBm-(Wennfied)

10.45 BREAK.
11:00 General Session : MlSte»£lS5SntaSisil^=LBli40^ (Confiimedl

12:15 Lunch; (provided by conference) >lo speaker

1 45 Break Out Session: Number ONE
(1)T ppn^T°csip'=- Robert Bush(1) I .ftgai ISSUKb -____ ---------------------------- ;---

r^;i,trpn/PP.fiiatTics - Elizabeth Kleiq, 
j - r^rdenia RuflfuiversiiY - ------- ----- ;—(4) nrai Hpa^th - Dr. Judy RosenquisL

_( Identified )
_ ( Confirmed )
_( Confirmed )
_( Identified )

2:45 BREAK
3.00 General Session ; mhics — T iiv/rence Marley XCgnfirgied) 

4:00 Close/Wrap-up: Shelly Moorwess^

S'ffvrnovfaMi tAf^Uo-rr-



Anyone is Fair Game..
•rornoU'is ol rrim<luk;r>l AIMS produc ts tnrfiel 
loi only pc'ople who are already infected with 
tiv, Init .nfso prey upon the fears of people 
dll) arc' at risk for infection. Some examples 
)l ihc'ir produc.ts include:

• |)la.stir rovc;rs for public lelephone-s 
and loilcMs which are supposed to 
aci as barriers to HIV infection, 
rlicsc types of products cc:»tiribule 
ic; irrational fc'ais tliat IIIV ran lr>e 
.spread by casual contac t.

• anti-vims creams - to be useci 
tnslrad of a condom to prevent I IIV 
infc'c lion. Claims that these 
j )roc1c lets are effective during sexual 
coniact are not proven. These 
products discourage safe-sex, a 
practice;' whicfi dot^s help prevent 
I IIV infc'c;tion.

For More Information on 

HIV V*eaiment or Prevention
Georgia AIDS Info-Line 

1-800-551-2728

National AIDS Information 

Clearinghouse 

1 -8(X)-458-523 1

Clinical Trials Information 

I-800-TRIALS-A

Help Prevent AIDS Fraud
You can ticlp to protec:i yourself and ottiers 
from AIDS fraud by reporting sus|)ecl 
products or .services.

U S, Food and Dm^ Adtninisiraiion 

W) Eighth street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309

Gcorj>tci AIDS Therapy 
Information Network (GATIN) 
4000 Peachtree Road, Suite D-12G 

Atlanta, GA 30319 
l-8(X>5SI-272a 

(C(;or>?U) AIDS luto-Llru;)

What you need 

to know about

ouoos COBt

G E O R G 1 A
A 1 D S T H E R A P Y
1 N FORM A T I O N

N E T W O R K

Fast,
Natural, and Painless

fJATiN wa.s (ormpd in Iht; rnc-mJicrs nrc.
rr[)icscMiiiiives o( locnl AID.S oi>lr»niznlinns find 
^ovcrnnK^iii agencies. Our yoal i.s lo PtiiKnii' itic 
( (immimiiy iitx.uil itic (1.aiij.>rr.s- o( AIDS (rniid riMil lo 
iiHTCii.sr- ilir nUlllty o( irulividuAls lo m;iKr inirirmod 
(Icciiiioiis nhoui litcii Ik-.iIHi.

C.ATIN HmU'iully ii('knowl(!(l^!<'s lllc lonlrilMilinii.s of !)k- 
(:;ilirnmi;i iiiul Clolor.ntin AID.S l-riitKl la.sk Con i-.s In Mk- 
dc\clo|iriK:ni o( iliLs pamplik'l.

...because ignorance 

can be as deadly 

as tbe disease.



What is HIV/AIDS Fraud?
HIV/AIDS IrHLid is ilic proniolion o< nn AIDS 
relyicd product nr (reaimciii known ui he 
false, unproven or poienlialiy harmful.

AIDS Fraud is Dangerousl
when peoj^le are (confronted with a 
desperate illness like AIDS, ihey are ofien 
willing to try almost anylhing that ‘promises' 
to help. Some of (hese alternative treatments 
may be helpful or at least harmless, but 
others can fte very dangerous, even deadly. 
For example:

• immurte system ‘booster' capsules 
were promoted as a remedy, but 
were found to contain heavy metals 
such as lead and chromium that can 
cause anemia, central nervous 
system problems, and kidney failure; 
and

• one product being brought into the 
U.S. from the Caribbean turned out 
to be contaminated with HIV and 
hepatitis B viruses.

The use of products or services that don't work 
may delay you from getting proper medical 
care. Even titough there is no cure for AIDS, 
tiiere are treatments that have been provetT 
to extend life and improve the quality of life in 
pcrsofjs with HIV infection or AIDS.

How to Identify AIDS Fraud
If you are looking for ireaimei’its lor AIDS or 
HiV infeclion, prolcx i yourself.

V(i(/ -sho(//d qnesf/oM unp /reritment that:

• claims lo prevent or cure AIDS or HIV 
infection. Right now there is no cure.

• is promoted as "miraculous", "fool-proof’, 
"revoluiionary", ‘[-rainless", or makes oiher 
larttasiic ciaints

• sounds lo good to be true, it probably is.

• claims to have been discovered by a 
"foreign doctor” and/or is advertised as 
■tested in another country"

• is an experimental drug treatment ihai 
you have lo pay for. (It is very rare for 
patients lo be charged lor experimental 
treatments or drugs.)

• uses personal success stories to sell itie 
product. Personal success stories are 
not proof that a product or treatment 
works.

• is sold as a “cure" for other illnesses such 
as cancer or artiiriiis in addition to AIDS.

• uses big scientific-sounding words or 
other medical rnumbo-jumbo in it's 
advertisements. While it may sound 
sophisiicaied. it is pure nonsense

• claims lo entrance your immune system.

You imi.si make the final chow e- 
aboui your Ireallh care am I ih< 

management ol your HIV inle.<'iion. Dun'i iiik< 
anything for granied. tJse ihe iniorniciiion ii 
tills [Vimphlet lohelp you make wi.se chou cs 
avoid wasting time aiul money, and iind ih< 
best possible care for yoiirsi-li and oilu'is.

Important Questions To Ask
• Can you give me some, addiiiotial infornr.: 

lion about this product lo take with me wiiil* 
I think about it?

• Whai are the risks and side ctfec’is oi ilii; 
product, is it worth the risk, and whai <lo 
have to give up in order to use it?

• Is the product or treatment ajiijroved hs- ii n 
Food and Drug Administration for this u.sag< 
and if not, why?

• What are the credeniials and motives of ilu 
persons who are promoting this produrt 
what do Ihey have lo gain?

Remember that not everyone who prctmoie: 
an AIDS treatment or product is linanciall' 
motivated. They might actually lielk^vc- iliri 
product provides help, or at lea.si [irovido 
hope, even tliough it is worthless or hnnnlnl
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Fast
, Natural, and Painless

.because ignorance 

can be as deadly 

as tbe disease.



Data Entry Form

Letter ID Writer First Name Writer Last Name Received Date Subject

10614 B. Andrew Plant 3/16/98

^ Response Required? 

Response Type Response Date Responder ID Responder Name

S. Thurman

Action Completed Action Date Addressed To

Notes

Multi cultural training

Action Promised

Sender's Organization Sender's Street! Sender's Street?

Benefits Organization

Sender's City Sender's State Sender's Zip

Atlanta



BENEFITS
^AMERICA
Viatical Settlements" Financial Planning lor the Seriously III ■ Insurance

March 11, 1998

Sandra L. Thurman, Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street NW, 8th Floor 
Washinton, DC 20006

Dear^^ndy:

Positive Impact, a local institute for HIV-related mental health programs, is hosting Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders for two special events on Friday, April 3. The purpose of the Former United 
States Surgeon General’s visit is to help bring attention to Positive Impact’s new multi-cultural 
training initiative for its many, capable volunteer practitioners.

This special day begins with a luncheon for mental health practitioners and students at 
the historic Trolley Bam downtown. Then, from 5:30-7 p.m., Alston & Bird is hosting a 
reception for Dr. Elders. To make the most of this occasion, we need to put together a Host 
Committee, and that’s where you come in.

For a minimum donation of $100,1 would like you to join me on the Host Committee. 
Then, ask your friends and colleagues to either join us in “getting the word out” this way, or to 
consider buying a $50 ticket to the reception. Like you, if they choose to join the Host 
Committee a ticket is included.

Alston & Bird is providing a fine evening, Outwrite Books will provide books and an 
opportunity for Dr. Elders’ autograph, and the guest of honor will, as always, provide thought- 
provoking remarks on the continuing AIDS pandemic.

I’m sure you’ll agree that the importance of mental health care escalates the longer we all 
live with AIDS. So, join me in welcoming Dr. Elders to Atlanta and in making all of Atlanta’s 
communities more aware of the important work of Positive Impact.

If you have questions, feel free to contact me at drewplant@beneFitsamerica.com or 404- 
233-5411, or Positive Impact at 404-885-9040. I’ve also created the attached reply form to make 
your commitment even easier. Fill it out, throw it on the fax and then come meet the dynamic 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders!

. Andrew Plant
Communications & Client Services

Benefits America NA. Inc. ■ 415 East Paces Ferry Road NE ■ Terrace Level ■ Atlanta, Georgia 30305-3306 ■ 404-233-5411 ■ 800-777-8878 ■ Fax: 404-233-9394

e-mail: viatical@benetitsamerica.com ■ www.benetitsamerica.com



Positive Impact, Dr. Joycelyn Elders and You
Positive Impact, Inc.

An Institute for HIV-Related Mental Health Programs

Reception Hosted by Alston & Bird LLC Book Signing Sponsored by 
Outwrite Bookstore & Coffeehouse

Host Committee Chaired by 
^1 BENEFITS 

AMERICA

□ Yes, I’ll take my place on the Host Committee to welcome Dr. Joycelyn Elders in a 
reception at Alston & Bird* and let Atlanta know about the good work of Positive 
Impact:
□ I’ve indicated how I’m sending my $10C conuibution below.
□ This is great! I’ve elected to make a higher contribution, as indicated below.

□ Sorry, I won’t join you on the Host Committee, but I would like to:

□ Purchase a $50 ticket
□ Make a contribution, as indicated below, but not attend

□ This isn’t for me, but good luck.

Thank you for your partnership!
Please mail this form to Positive Impact, Inc., 828 West Peachtree Street, Suite 200, Atlanta, 

GA 30308, or, if paying by credit card, fax this form to Positive Impact, 404-885-1204.

Name
Address

Address

Address

Address

Phone

Fax
E-mail

I’m including:
□ check or money order (payable to Positive Impact, Inc.)
□ MC □ Visa □ Amex

Credit Card # _____________________________

# of tickets 

Amount $ 

Exp. Date

Name on card (please print!) 

Signature ______________

Host Committee Members will 
receive one ticket; a second ticket 
is available upon request.

□ Two tickets, please.

If faxing, no cover sheet is necessary. Send to: 404-885-1204 

Tickets will not be mailed. Please visit the Will Call table at the reception.

* Alston & Bird is located in One Atlantic Center, 1201 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 30309.



Data Entry Form

Letter ID Writer First Name Writer Last Name Received Date Subject

10617 Priscilla Danheiser 3/16/98

^ Response Required? 

Response Type Response Date Responder ID Responder Name

SThurman

Action Completed Action Date Addressed To
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WESLEYAN
iirsTfor Wi.mgn

March 15,1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman
Director of White I louse Office of National AIDS Policy 
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street NW 
Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Ms. Thurman;

We met many years ago at various Bradley family functions. My husband, 
Steve Cohen, and Howard Bradley were best friends in high school and 
college. I have followed your career through Howard and your Aunt Joy, and 
1 am so pleased to learn of all your accomplishments. T know your presence 
would have a powerful impact on our students at Wesleyan College where 1 
now serve as Academic Dean of the College.

T am writing to invite you to be the 1998 commencement speaker for 
Wesleyan College on Saturday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m. 1 know that you are a 
graduate of Mercer University, and I know that you are somewhat familiar 
with Wesleyan. Chartered in 1836, Wesleyan is the first college in the wt>rld 
chartered to grant degrees to women. The first woman ever to receive a 
bachelor's degree received it at Wesleyan in 1840. Now, over 160 years since 
its founding, Wesleyan continues as a selective, nationally ranked woman's 
college committed to the liberal arts as the very best education tor life.

Throughout its existence Wesleyan has been a pioneer in higher education, 
and our hi.story is characterized by curricular and co-curricular innovation. 
Ten 5^ears ago Wesleyan was the first woman's college to launch a ubiquitous 
computing program in which all .students are given a computer with which 
they can integrate technology into every course experience. We pioncrered the 
academically focused freshman seminar program in the mid 1980s. Parly in 
the decade, Wesleyan integrated academic and student affairs linking the 
curricular and and co-curricular experiences of our students in meaningful 
ways. For eight years, in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Fnergy and 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the College has conducted a summer math 
and science institute for middle school girls from all over the country to 
encourage girls at this critical time in their lives to continue to pursue 
mathematics and science.
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-page 2-

This Spring at Wesleyan College marks the beginning of a renewed 
commitment to health and wellness. We are preparing a grant proposal to 
the American Association of Colleges and Universities to fund a project to 
more fully integrate the study of HIV/AIDS into the Wesleyan curriculum 
and co-curriculum. We have committed to implementing a wellness 
program which unites the academic and student affairs areas of the college 
and faculty and students in an effort to encourage and practice wellness 
education on our campus. Our new President, Nora Kizer Bell, is a bio- 
cthicist who speaks nationally on the subject of AIDS. We believe liberal 
education can do much to increase awareness of issues of health and the 

human condition.

You will be interested to know that for ten years Wesleyan students have 
tutored illiterate adults in exchange for tuition waivers. In those ten years, 
over 500 students have taught over 2000 adults to read in our innovative lead 
community service project originally funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education's Fund for the Improvement of Post-secondary Education. Our 
students have been recognized nationally by FIP5E for their commitment to 
volunteerism, community service, and civic responsibility. It would be an 
honor to have you speak to our 1998 graduating class to in.spire them to 
consider lives of service to benefit others.

In recent years Betty Friodan, Betty Ford, Ellen Goodman, Haynes Johnson, 
Eugenia Zuckerman, Jane Fonda, Bunny Sadler, Shirley Chisholm, Rosalyn 
Carter, Elizabeth Dole, and Virginia Hamilton have spoken at our college. I 
know that your presence at Wesleyan could make a significant difference in 
the lives of our students. The areas of health and human .services cross every 
academic discipline. Your words would be so important and inspirational to 

our graduating seniors.

I am enclosing information on the College for your review. Our students 
very much w-ant you to be with us. The College will cover all expenses 
associated wdth your travel. We can also offer an honorarium. As you know, 
we are conveniently located fifty minutes south of the Atlanta airport, and T 
would love to invite loy. Brad, Ann, Howard, and their families to be wdth us 
as guests of the College for the commencement exercises and the luncheon 
which will follow. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely;

>Am^
Priscilla R. Danheiser 
Dean of the College

PRD/jha
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WEST.EYAIN COLLEGE
MACON, CKORCIA

The College
UV-sleviLii Crtilfgf*. cliiirlnn-d In 183(1, h.is llii' ili^lincliaii iil Ijoinji 
l.hf world's I'irsl ii.llcj!,.- cliiiiUn.Tl m gnml degrees Lo women. 
The College wiis IniirKied by o Broiif) ol' M;i<'Oii e.ili/.tiiS nnd ihe 
Mellimlisi I'.iiiseopol Clmreil in order In give vvoimoi t.iie .same 
edueaiimi.il riglils and npiinrlmiilies available lo men. ,\iul more 
Ih.in lliO year.-, laler. Wesleyan n-in;ilns dediealed lo Uie eclnea- 
tion ol' vvimieO-

Wesleyan is a hmr-year, Melbodisl-i'elamd, liberal arts enllege. 
Approxim.-ilelv 300 women are eiimlled; they I'oiiie liom as many 
as IvM'mv .slale.s and si\ oilier ecuinli‘ii-s. The biiililings ol Ihe 
College, ioe.iled mi a 200 aere wooded eiiinpus.ai e eon.sirueled o! 
brick ill the (leorgiaii slyle. I'ar.'ililie.s inelnde lenni.s emirls, soever 
and sollball tielils, a lake wilh a jogging li'iiil tiearhy, a gyinnasium 
with a healed pmil. e.i.|iiesirian slables. and an milside hnnlor- 
juinpi'r ennr.se. (ajn.siriielinn ol pliase inie ol a $1.') iiiillion mill 
li|.Hir|)ose allilvliv hi< iliiv is eoiiiplelefl. I'lte five iv.sidcnee halls 
hriie Iminpvs, .>rlody parlors, kileheneiies. and laundry areas. SUi 
deni seivirivs inelnde an oiit'nlalimi I'ur iiiemning slndenls. an 
on-i';mi|)iis lieallh evnier. an aeademie wnier, and career plan­
ning and placemviU services.

Vhtsi ol'lliv eelrariirrienhir aelivilie.s o1'VVesleyan's shulenis are 
eourdinali-d ihrmigh llirev Avlivlly (iomieils. The Couneil on So­
cial Avliviiiivs plans eonecrl-danee weekends, mixers wilh nearby 
. olleges. I'ashion slmw.s, holiday n ips, and special ilhiiiers. The 
Keerealiori Couneil eoordinales eonipelilive aelivilics in baskei- 
hall, soeeer, sorihall, swiinniiiig, and individual .spoi'ls, Wesleyan 
is a meinlier of ilie National Cidlr-giaie .'Uldetie .A.ssneialimi 
fNC \A) Divi.simi III. There are inlererdlegiide haskelhall. ecpies 
Irian, .soccer, sollliall, leiinis, and volleyhall loams. The (.mmcil 
on Keligions Cmii'criis oncftiirages I'cligimis life on campus and 
Sponsors aelivilics lhai involve slndenls wilh iomnnniily life. 
Slndenls help in local insiii.nlions surdi as ih<’ (leorgia Aeudcniy 
for Ihc IJliinl. Ihi' MeihodisI Cliildren's Home, and iieiglihorliond 
schools and eliiivr lies. They also pariir-ipale in iiilcrest ehilis. 
slndetil pnhiiealioiis, pei'lmaning ails gioups. honor sneielie.s. 
and professional fralmaiilies. A miniher of College Iradil.imis are 
[lerpeluaied hy spirited hid li'iemlly eompei.iiioii ainoiig Hie lour 
elasse.s.

Wesleyan ol'feis ilie Vlasier of Alls degiec in middle-level 
SI ienee ami middle-level malhemiilies.

Location
W'vslvyan is loealed in a sulnirb o| Ihi' beaiiliful. hislorii city o| 
Macon, lieorgia, l.he Lhiid-largosi < iiy in ihe slale. Macon is Ihc 
ailinrak cducalional. medical, and eeonmnie leader of middle 
Ceorglu, Five coeihjeaiional insiiuilior's are wii.hin a (it) mile 
radius of llie Wesleyan campus. I .oealed al Hie jiiiielion of I .S. 
IliKliways 1-73 and 1-lH. \1aeoii. i.s easily arre.s.sible hy puhlie and 
privale Iraiisporlali>.m. Metropolilan .Alhinla is about, an hmir> 
drive hi Ihe north, and Ilie- We.sleyan eampijs lies wiHihi only a 
low hours of Hie Georgia, 8oinh Carolina, and Morida henohes 
and Hie mountains of north Georgia, I lie raly offers varied eii 
lei'l.iinmeni anti many vulloral o|iportiiiiilies. Coiieert Assorda- 
lion and Symphony Orehe.sira pt’rl'nmumei.-s are held nn Hie Wes 
leyan eampus, and several cvenrs during Hie ainuial Cherry 
Ulossom heslival involve Ihc.: College.

Majors and Degrees
Wesleyan College offers iwenly Iwo areas of sliulv leatiing lo Ihe 
Raehe’lor of Arts (A,IV) degree. Tin- Uaelielor of Arts is nlfered in 
AmerieaM slndieS, art hislory, hiohigy. hnsine.s.s ailminislratioii 
(coneeiilratiori in aeeminiing oi' maiiagemeiil), ehemislrv. eom- 
iminicaliim. edm aiimi (eai ly elnldliond, middle gisides, and see 
nndarv). Kilglish, hislory, hisinry/polilieal seienee. iiilenialimial 
hiisines.s. internalimial relaiions, iiudheinalies. tiutsie (perfor 
inanee emiihasis—piano, organ, and voice), pliilo.sophy. psyeliol- 
ngy, religion, sneinlog.v, Spanish, and sUidio arl. Sell-designetl 
iiilerdisciplinary majors are also available.
T'liere are pi'r:)ii'oJ'e'Sif>oal programs in deiilislrv. engineering, 
law. niedieiiK', and veleniiary inedieiiie. Double majors are avail­
able in many areas, and .siurienls may seler-i a inimir program of 
smdv ill a nmiibor rd'deiiurlineols idl'iM'ing Ibis <i|nimi.

WesIrW’an <d'fers a dual-dr-gree (irogram in engineering in eoop- 
eralimi vvilh Georgia Insiiluli- id reelniology. Aiiluirn I iniversily. 
and Mercer 1 Iniversily,'niree y -ars of sliidy al Wesleyan and Iwo 
years of si udv al Georgia I'eefi, Anbni ii. or Mc-reer lead hi an A.fi. 
degree lium Wi'sleyan and a IV8. degree from Hie nlh.'r insliln 
lion.

Academic Program
Weslevaii provides a rliallengjiig aearleniie em iromiieiil eoipiled 
will] individn.ili/,ed alleiilion. I'he College’s gi-al is lo prepare 
slndenls for a liletlirie oneariiiiig ami change. Kaeli major pro­
gram eonlains general efhiealinn ivrpiireiiieni.s lor hreiulHi ol 
learning and major field reqiiirerm iit' for career and/or gr aflii- 
ate selhiol preparalioii, All d<-gree programs reipiin- ihe eom|ile 
lion of 1>() seniesler hours wilh a eniiiiilativc' average of (i (2.0) 
nr belU i, Each smdenl is assisled bv a tar idly adviser and a peer 
r'uunselor in ibe seleelioii ol ai.-adeniie evin rierii cs lhai lead lo 
personal and career lullillment.
Throngli W'esleyan s Cainipiih r I'oeus f'rograni, eaeli erileriiig 
full-lim<‘ sliidenl receives an A|)(ile Vlaeinlosli eoiiiinilci lhai she 
niav li.ee)) upon gradnalion. I he ns(‘ ol eoiiiiuilers has inlillraled 
Ihe eiiiire eiirrieiiluni aiul suppletuenied llie lilieral aris i-rliiea- 
lion proecss. I'he nr-twoiked eamiius is eminecled lo Hie hilei- 
iicl. which gives each sUideiil access in a woi'lil ol iiiloinialion 
from her dorm muni.
Credit hy examinalioii niid c.vciiiplion Irran retpiired i (miiscs are 
jinssible wilh iicecplahlc .scores on ihe Advaneerl I'laeenicnt (Af) 
anil College Level Kvaminrition rrogram (GLLP) lest.s ornere]ii- 
ahle grarles in high school- college jofm enridhiieiit eoijrses. Slu 
denis may also cvem)ii courses hy lalviiig dciiartmcnial l■vanli- 
riaiinns. Credil ('or the Inlei iiational l>aeealaiirt‘ale is lanisidi ied 
forfiiglier level evamiiialions on a course hy t (Uir.se basis, fhirty 
seilK'cai?r hours of credil is Hie lila.viimim a sliideiil can receive 
hy e.xemption through Al’. lb. Cl.l’.R <n deparlnienuU c.xaois.
The Cc.illcrgi' riperaies on nii caily semi-.vO'r |dan. l-'irsl seniesler 
elasse.s begin Aiigusi '27, l‘.)!)7. and einl December 12, UW7. I he 
sccoiul sc-niesier begins Januar y I 3. 10)18, ami ends vvilh gradu 
alinii on .'Vlav 2. UWH. I'here is a May tenn and one abhrevialed 
Slimmer session.

Off-Campus Arrangome^s
Slndenls w)io iiiainiam high academic .Nianding lor llieir firsl 
Ihree seniesler^ ai Wesleyan may ciuahly h> laki' their junior
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yi-,-i)'iiljroiiil ;il ;jii lii.sllliiiioii <i[}[)i'ovf>(] by ilU' CoJli-;:*;. U'esb'y.in 
luis fxclimif'C afiiciMiicnl.'; with iMr L.iiiviT.'iily nrSbiia. 
liik-malional ClK isliiiii 1,'iiiversiiy, Jaijitn; mid ilic Amk i k iiii hi 
NiiluU'. lur Knrtd‘!;n Siiidirs. wliicti [trovirlrs sluilv ahroafl o|ipni- 
limities in Aiislcidia. Aiisiria, (,'hhia. rrarit t*. Grtvii liritairi, llalv. 
Mrxin). PiiJ.ssia, and Spaiti. OIT-fampiiS npfMiiliiiiilii's in Mai'nn 
an' available lhi'()tj':li tin- Iiilcriislii|i l’roi;rani, 'vtiicli places slu- 
(letits will) area hiisinesses, l•n|lllnullil.y .igeiieics, hcallb or^a- 
iiiziitioiis, Jii'ls fir<>Li|js, and llie media, Summer iiiiernships can 
1)0 aijaiif;etl l.lii(Ui(;h ific Covenior's Inicm l'ri){iram. in a sui- 
flonCs hnmelnwn, and in nllicr localitm.s. .Acadimiic credil fjiven 
fni' f>1l'-i'iiin;)iJS evpei-ii'nces varies.

Acod«mic Faciliries
VVillei Menioiial l.ihrary has ninre thiiii InO.OOO vnimnes ami 
subscribes to dOA |)ciinilicals. Tliert' ais- 2(i,()10 ilciris in micro- 
liirm ami (i.aOO lapes and records, (VAcsIeymi’s mc'ml)ersl)i|j in 
lliive consorlia idlows sluiienls access to Uu- lioldiiijis of nily 
liljtaiies tlirniiKli iiMi'i'liljrarv loan.) Tlie library lias iidiirmal 
siiuly areas, iiuliiiitii.jl carrels, a larl^;iia;;e lali. seminar moms, 
and a lislening i'(>otii. I lie (ieoreia Konm liiniscs 'l/iOO rare vnl- 
iiiiu'S and Ireasnres ol'Americana. Tlie I’orier Mm; lUiiltliiij: 
serves as a ciilliiral cenb-r liir ihi- eam[)iis .irid crimmnnilv, j| 
liotise,s ihe tnusie and llit'an'r di'paruiicnls. and. in atldiiioii in 
elassmoms, olllees, ami slndios. ii coiilains iwo arl ;;allcries and 
a sludin llieaier. Its I’m li-r \u<liioriuin Inis a sealing ca|)acily nl' 
1,200 and ennlailis inie nl tile l.irgesl pipe organs in lire Solllb- 
easl. Tavioi' Hail hoitsi-.s laborainries ami elassruonis lor sciettrc 
arnl nialli. Tliis btiiiditig inelndes slrtie oi' llie ari Irdioi atorv erniip- 
iiiem. .1 rompulei lab. anti an elecironie elassioom. 'I'ale Hall 
eortlains elassi'onin.s li>i' llie I littnaiiilies, Soi ial Seieins'. and lalu 
ealioti divisions. Tbe art tle|.iattmenl is loealed in a l('),0(M)-sc|iiare- 
tonr Ijiiildirig tiesigned e,\eliisiv('ly for Icaetiiiig liie sinilio ans.

Costs
Tiiirion for U)f)7-9.S is SM.OriO. Room and boaiil eosl SayOU. Tire 
aeiivily I'er* is $200. Sliideiils should Ueep in iniml rlie addihonal 
eosi ol' books, sii[)plit s. rravel. anrl per sonal e.xpense.s.

Financiol Aid
.Sliidenrs seeking I'itianeial assisranei' are iciiuired lo snbmil rlie 
I'ree A[)|)licaUnn fur I'efleial Siudenl Aid (KAI'SA). I'lii.s lonn may 
be nlyiaimnl Iruin a Itigb school i-ounselor or from VAesleyaii. \tiv 
sliideiii who (lemonslr.iles I'in.ineial m'ed is (|iialilied for sonii' 
fvpe oi’ assisranee.

Wesleyan olfcrs no-iieed strliolarships to ineoming lirsl yearslir- 
ilerils on llie lia.si.s of aearlemic aliilily, l('adi'isbi[). or spi-eial 
laleiils. Tliese seholarsbips range from $l aOO Lo $l2..y00 per year , 
Transfer fellow,s|ii|js ari' available basml on euniLilalive grade 
poiril average anil lionrs earru'd. Vliniinnm n'fpiiremciii.s arr- a 
■y.O (!l’\ ami yi.) sernesler lioiii's or 4,"i <|oatlei lioiirs.

W'e.sli'vail parliei|,iales in lire Kedc-ral Peikiiis l.oaii. I'edeird 1'i‘H 
liraiil. Knicral Siipple'ineidal I'.dLieitlional Opponiinity (.li’anl, I'l-d 
eral V\ork-.SUidy. ami Keileral family Kdiiealioii l.oan prograitis. 
lU'sidnil.s (d'lii'orgia may apply for the {;l■ol■gia Slale Tiiilion 
fr|iiidi/alion (Irmii and Hope (iranl. which provirlc up lo .$4()00 
a year to a stnili'iil who iillends a priv-alc cidicgc in lire stale ami 
lias al least a Ii avioage, (icoi'gia ,'sliirlenl liieenlive (Irtml.s are 
also availtdili'. ;is are certaio loans, oilier sebolarship.s. and part 
time emplovnii'iil. Approxiin.ilely 00 perei'iil ol'Wesley.tit's sin- 
tleiils receive I'inancial assi.slancc l|irr,iuglL sctn)l;irslii|)s. laleol 
awards, grants, loans, parl lintc ciiiiiloymr'iii. m- lii-oi gia SUilc 
Tuiliori Ktni.'ili/.alloii (Iranis.

Faculty
T'lie ai-arlemie pingiitni al Wesleyan i.s guided liy an e\ei'plion- 
ally idjle, dedictileil. tintl t .iring laeiilly, The Ii) rnll-lime proles

sors hohl degiccs I’roiii eigblv-scvcii ilillcrcnt eollcge.s ami oiii 
vci'stlics; Ra perceill tiavc e.iriicrl (liri'iortil or lerminal degrees. 
In addiliun, Ihere lire 12 piirl liiii'' (acidlv meiiiliers. I'hr' simleni 
I'aenhy ratio is 10:1. No eom-.se.-. are binglil by gradimb' as.sis- 
laiils, Facillly meinhets si'i've as aeadi-mic ailvisc-rs and help 
slmleni,s phm llieir aeadeinic piogram. .Many prol’essors pariiei- 
palc in I'Vlrio'iinicular acliviiie.s «ii|i sludeiils on i'aiii|uts.

Student Government
VVesleymi's Sliitlr*nl (loveriimeiil As.soeialion. Ilirollgh an agice 
meni wilh Ihe [iresiflem ami I'tie illy of Hie (adlege. goverii.s the 
sliiilem body wilh enipliasis on res|Jonsil)ilily anrl frvednni. An 
honor Irariilioii, biiseii upon the eoiii ept llial individual freedom 
is a righl foiimied ml n sponsilnliiy. is iiihereiil in eanipii.s life, 
i'iiilalioiis ol simleni goierinoerd cgulaljolts ar<‘ liaiidled llijdiigli 
;i .system of judieial pideesses w III a sysieiii (’or appeals.

Admission Requirements
Applieanis hi Vic.sicyan niiisi .snlimil a eompleied appllcalmn 
wilh a .$2^ appliealioii lei', ol'riei.il .n arlemie liciiisei ipis. onicial 
S.\T I nr Af T seore.s, an evalualioii w rilieii li\ an I ’.nglisb leaclier. 
a recoinmL'inlalion from a gimlaiiee eoiiiisclor tir (irim ipal. and 
an essay. I'lie eoinplclioii ol'a mmiinnni of l(i acadr'iiiie course 
onil.s ill a seeomlary sclmol is r.-tpiired. Wesleyan (eels dial a 
liiinpus visii is cvliS'inelv benefieiiil. and visiiors tan be foil 
pari lei pa 11 Is In eam|.ujs aclivilies. An imt'riiew is siioiiglv rer 
otiimemled. (amdidales for early admission iiitisl eonipleie i web e 
iieaflt'inic eouiscs, and an interview i> re<|uireil ol'lliem. Appli- 
calions I’mni iransfet and inlcrmiliomil stmlenls ari- wcleonie. 
frcdil lor work below a grarle elC camiol be IransfciTeil, ami a 
iniiiimmn score ol 'i'lO on the I'l'si nf l-aiglish as l-’oreign |,aic 
giiage (I (ll-.l'L) is reipiired ofinlc'rii.-iijon.il simlenis. \Ac-.|c-vaii 
iiceepls tpialilli'd slnrleiils willioiil reg.ird In i-ace, religion, na- 
lional Ol- clliiiie origin, age, or hainliea|).

Application and Information
Wesleyan has a rolling admission plan, ami decisions emu eni- 
itig aeirplance art' made mi an uiigoing liiisi.s. l ull emisidei alioii 
is given to each ap(diciiiimi .-is soon as il is emnpleK'd. High 
sclimd seninrs an- i-ncmn'agcd lo apply ilining llic fall ol'ilieir 
senior vi-ai. Tbe appliralimi di-ailline for curb (li-eislon is \o 
vemlier I anil lor regular deeisimi is Mairli I.

I''tir arldiiimial liil’m'iiialioii oi- In jei)iic,sl an appliealinii rnrm, 
sindeiils .shoiilil conlael:

I lean of Admissions 
Wesley:iii (.'.ollcgc 
470)(’l l-'orsyili Road 
Macon. (Icorgia ’)l2H)-4299 
Telephone: !H 2-7''i7--)20(i

80(1 147-(i(il(l (mll- rec)
K mail: ailinissioiisk.t'ijo.sl.weslevaii-cnllegc.edn

Wesleyan has the clistincbori of being the world's 
first collecje chartered to grcnl degrees to women.
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DHR Tommy C. Olmstead, Commissioner 
Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H., Division Director

Georgia Department of Human Resources • 2 Peachtree Street, NW • Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3142 • (404) 651-6314 
Division of Public Health • 2 Peachtree Street, NW, #7-300 • Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3186 • (404) 657-2700

March 16, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman, Director 
Whitehouse Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street, NW, Suite 820 
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Sandy:

It was great to talk with you on Friday. looking forw^d to beiiig your date at the annual 
VNational Campaign to Prevent Teen PregrTahcy awards dinner. ;;

'This year the dinneTwill be held at the Park Hyatt Hotel at 6:00pm, on April 29th. The Parki? 
Hyatt is located at 1201 24th Street, NW. ^

Look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

Kat^een E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H. 
Director
Division of Public Health

KET/kr

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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WESLEYAN
First jor Women

March 24, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman
Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street NW 
Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006 |

Dear Ms, Thurman:

I spoke with your office early last week and learned that you have a speaking 
engagement at Fmory, Friday the 7th of May. T would like to reiterate that the 
College will be happy to make flight arrangements that will allow' you to 
return to Washington later in the day on the 2nd, the day of the 
commencement ceremony, or on the 3rd if you prefer.

In short we will make any arrangements that will make it possible for you to 
address our graduates and their families the morning of May 2nd. Our 
Students and faculty are so excited about the possibility of your being their 
commencement speaker.

Sincerely;

Priscilla R. Danheiser 
Dean of the College

PKD/jha
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WESLEYAN
l irsT for Womt'n

March 15, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman
Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street NW 
Suite 820
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Ms. Thurman;
We met many years ago at various Bradley family functions. My husband, 
Steve Cohen, and Howard Bradley were best friends in high school and 
college. I have followed your career through Howard and your Aunt Joy, and 
1 am so pleased to learn of all your accomplishments. I know your presence 
would have a powerful impact on our students at Wesleyan College where 1 
now serve as Academic Dean of the College.

I am w,riting.,to,invite you- tG be the:199.8;commenGement speaker for ^ 
i^Plyani2dU^p^iS0rday/i4ay I know that you are a
graduate of Mercer University, and I know that you are somewhat familiar 
with Wesleyan. Chartered in 1836, Wesleyan is the first college in the world 
chartered to grant degrees to women. The first woman ever to receive a 
bachelor's degree received it at Wesleyan in 1840. Now, over 160 years since 
its founding, Wesleyan continues as a selective, nationally ranked woman's 
college committed to the liberal arts as the very best education for life.

Throughout its existence Wesleyan has been a pioneer in higher education, 
and OUT hLstory is characterized by curricular and co-curricular innovation. 
Ten years ago Wesleyan was the first woman's college to launch a ubiquitous 
computing program in which all students are given a computer with which 
they can integrate technology into every course experience. We pioneered the 
academically focused freshman seminar program in the mid 1980s. Early in 
the decade, Wesleyan integrated academic and student affairs linking the 
curricular and and co-curricular experiences of our students in meaningful 
ways. For eight years, in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Energy and 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the College has conducted a summer math 
and science institute for middle school girls from all over the country to 
encourage girls at this critical time in their lives to continue to pursue 
mathematics and science.

1 • 1. K >
? irr-L- . <7r.ti Cr-\DCV-ri I 0(^4 n M 4 r'r-iM r.Fc MJ T '.I A ^ I ■ '1PJ7/ I IK)- I'AX 912-757 JO.'l.l
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This Spring at Wesleyan College marks the beginning of a renewed 
commitment to health and wellness. We are preparing a grant proposal to 
the American Association of Colleges and Universities to fund a project to 
more fully integrate the study of HIV/AIDS into the Wesleyan curriculum 
and co-curriculum. We have committed to implementing a wellness 
program which unites the academic and student affairs areas of the college 
and faculty and students in an effort to encourage and practice wellness 
education on our campus. Our new President, Nora Kizer Bell, is a bio- 
ethicist who speaks nationally on the subject of AIDS. We believe liberal 
education can do much to increase awareness of issues of health and the 
human condition.

You will be interested to know that for ten years Wesleyan students have 
tutored illiterate adults in exchange for tuition waivers. In those ten years, 
over 500 students have taught over 2000 adults to read in our innovative lead 
community service project originally funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education's Fund for the Improvement of Post-secondary Education. Our 
students have been recognized nationally by FIPSE for their commitment to 
volunteerism, community service, and civic responsibility. It would be an 
honor to have you speak to our 1998 graduating class to inspire them to 
consider lives of service to benefit others.

In recent years Betty Friedan, Betty Ford, Ellen Goodman, Haynes Johnson, 
Eugenia Zuckerman, Jane Fonda, Bunny Sadler, Shirley Chisholm, Rosalyn 
Carter, Elizabeth Dole, and Virginia Hamilton have spoken at our college. I 
know that your presence at Wesleyan could make a significant difference in 
the lives of our students. The areas of health and human services cross every 
academic discipline. Your words would be so important and inspirational to 
our graduating seniors.

I am enclosing information on the College for your review. Our students 
very much want you to be with us. The College will cover all expenses 
associated with your travel. We can also offer an honorarium. As you know, 
we are conveniently located fifty minutes south of the Atlanta airport, and 1 
would love to invite Joy, Brad, Ann, Howard, and their families to be with us 
as guests of the College for the commencement exercises and the luncheon 
which will follow. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely;

Priscilla R. Danheiser 
Dean of the College

PRD/jha
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March 23, 1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman
Director, White House Office of National AIDS Policy
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Thurman,

As President/CEO of The Black Women's Health Council, 
Inc. of Prince George's County, MD., I am writing to 
share information with you about our AIDS service 
organization. I hope that after you have reviewed the 
enclq^d jnaterials, ^^iu;;:iwia;l: qpn^ntrta b^ 

rgud'st f'at:'Ouf ' foi^thcomiri^ HI^ "Community 'Medical
c Seminar:."'' We are pleased that through our collaborative 
work efforts with Black ministers this first seminar 
will be held in one of the largest Black Baptist 
churches in the County.

We are an organization which has served the HIV/AIDS 
community for the past ten years, and are creditably 
known throughout the metropolitan region as a community 
based business which provides superior service to 
clients and patients with courtesy and commitment.

During these past ten years, we have watched the AIDS 
epidemic take different directions. Unfortunately, it 
is now the number one killer of child-bearing age (25- 
44) African American women, and the number one killer 
of African American gay and bisexual men. The new 
therapies are available; however, it is becoming 
increasingly obvious to us and other AIDS providers 
that this population is not overwhelmingly accepting or 
complying with the rigorous medical regimes they 
require. For this reason, we have developed a first of 
what we intend to be several one day medical seminars. 
Each seminar will be presented at the community level 
in a setting in which the participants are relaxed and 
comfortable and the environment is conducive to their
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learning more information about these life-saving 
drugs. We intend to demonstrate the positive results 
which can result from full compliance with the daily 
rigid requirements these drug therapies demand.

I hope that you will review the enclosed flyer on the 
seminar and the information about the Council, and 
that your schedule will allow you to participate in our 
opening session.

If you would care to discuss this program and our 
organization in further detail, I can be reached at the 
Council's office (301) 808-0786, or my office (301) 
429-1857 daily between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,
/■

Yvonne K. Walker

Enclosures



St. John's 

Horizon House
Caring for People U/ilh AIDS

Methodist Regional Hospital System
580 West Eighth Street 
lacksonville. Florida 32209 
(904) 798-8555 
Fax (904) 798-8554

March 31, 1998

Honorable Sandra Thurman, Director 
The White House Office of AIDS Policy 
808 17th Street NW, Suite 820 
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman:

We enjoyed meeting you and hearing your very timely presentation at the 10th Annual AIDS Update Conference. Our 
invitations to attend the luncheon for you at 11:30 a.m. on Monday April 20, 1998 arrived this morning from our colleagues 
at the Northeast Florida AIDS Network (NFAN). You can be sure we will be there and are delighted to have been included 
in this gathering of key agency representatives.

vOn behalf of.all'of the StJohri's Horizon Ito'use residents, staff, ^d vblimteers we^^e"keeping our fmgers,,cross^^ that you^ 
canfindabout 10-15 niiiiutes tojmit Northeast Florida's only supportive housing progr^Tor-people'wth HIV/Affl Your
visit would give you a first-hand look atone of our nation's most remarkable residences for people with HfV/AIDS and - more 
importantly - afford you an opportunity to make a personal connection with about 50 of the bravest and most wonderful 
people in the community.

We are enclosing a packet of information about St. John's Horizon House as well as a map showing its location relative to the 
NFAN Board Room which is just across the street from us. Gene Copello's assistant, Jimmy Maxwell, advises that your 
schedule on April 20 is somewhat inflexible due to Secret Service requirements. Of course we will understand if you can't work 
in a short visit with our residents, but it would mean so very much to them that we wanted to extend an invitation in hopes that 
somehow you'd find a way to make this possible.

Sincerely,

Donnelly Rembert, Executive Director 
Methodist Medical Center, Funding Resources

cc; Mr. Marcus E. Drewa, FACHE 
President, Methodist Medical Center

Enclosures

Monica Costello, Director 
St. John's Horizon House
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Carintj foi Peop/c With AIDS

Methodist Regional Hospital System
ri80 West l-ighth Street 
|,tcksonville, Florida 82209 
(904) 79S-aS5S 
Fax (904) 798-8SS4

April 1, 1998

Honorable Sandra Thurman, Director
The White House Office of AIDS Policy j qO j
808 17th Street NW, Suite 820 (
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman,

On behalf of the residents and staff at St. John’s Horizon House, we are writing to thank 
you for your hard work and devotion to the cause of ameliorating the burdens of HIV in 
communities across America.

We would be incredibly honored and thrilled if it is possible for you to visit our home at 
St. John’s Horizon House and wanted to extend a very heartfelt and personal invitation to 
you from all of us here.

We also understand how busy you are and the fullness of your schedule, so either way we 
hope to see you in Jacksonville and will gratefully keep you in our prayers.
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Is There Life After HIV?
Monica Costello

Discussions about HIV/AIDS have changed from dismal 
talk of the dying process, to eradicating the virus and curing 
once infected people! There are exciting medical break­
throughs using protease inhibitors to reduce the virus to 
undetectable levels. The Center for Disease Control and Pre­
vention (CDC) reported a 13% decline in deaths among people 
with AIDS during the fu st six months of 1996, compar ed to the 
first six months of 1995. Excitement over the new advances in 
medication to treat HIV/AIDS is widespread among the medi­
cal profession and those infected and affected by HIV.

While encouraged by this progress and dream of a cure in the 
near- future, I am also concerned that we will forget the other 
important issues the AIDS epidemic has brought into focus and 
the scais it has left behind. Before the new medications, a 
person living with HIV was focused on advance directives and 
funeral plans, but must now rethink his/her future. As encour­
aging as that may sound to most of us, it can be tenifying to 
someone who has made no plans for the future, has been 
disowned by family, lost jobs due to illness, cashed in all 
savings and life insurance policies and watched many friends 
die. In addition, a person with HIV has hved with rejection or 
fear of rejection due to the disease, as opposed to similai' 
illnesses, such as cancer, that elicit support and sympathy.

When discussing the progression of events related to HIV 
with those affected, some compared the disease to the Vietnam 
war. Many lives were lost and those fighting were shunned. 
They survived, only to come home to face rejection. They 
received little support for the pain they endured and friends 
they lost. Even with the promising new medications, many are 
unable to tolerate the side effects and the medications are not 
effective in suppressing the virus for every one. Those that do 
take these medications may have difficulty following the 
demanding daily regimen of up to twenty pills per day that 
often require specific time and diet procedures for comphance.

My awareness of this phenomenon has deepened and grown 
over the last ten years of my professional experience. I 
witnessed the “before” bleak outlook as a counselor and 
clinical director of a substance abuse facility. A number of the 
patients were HIV infected andhadhttle motivation to recover. 
Their treatment usually focused on their desire to die sober. 
Most recently, as director of a facihty for people with HIV and 
AIDS, I have seen the remarkable “after” in which the new 
protease inhibitor medications and support groups have as­
sisted infected individuals to become more productive, active.

Monica Costello is Director of St. John's Horizon 
House, which is a caring home-like environment 
for people with HIV and AIDS, located at Method­
ist Medical Center.

and confident than they ever thought 
possible. It is unfortunate that it took 
this virus for them to have the oppor­
tunities to discover their many talents.
The following are stories of the lives 
of individuals faced with hope and 
uncertainty as they begin their new 
opportunity at life with many of the 
underlying issues still present.

Bertha reports how, “HIV saved 
my life. ’’ After losing two sisters to 
AIDS in 1991 and 1992, she still be­
lieved it could not happen to her. She_________
was using IV dntgs and prostituting to Walter M. works
pay for drugs. She was diagnosed m 
] 993 but refused medication and con-
tinned the same lifesp’le. It wasn't until 1995, after a fight with
her daughter, that she realized she had to do something about 
her problem. With the help of her case manager, she entered 
substance abuse treatment, where she stayed for five months. 
She remained drug and alcoholfree for 11 months before she 
began missing Narcotics Anonymous support meetings and 
relapsed. Afterafour-weekbinge, sheadmittedtohersponsor
that she had relapsed and began her recoveiy again. She has
been clean now for one year and realizes that if she uses again, 
she will lose eveiything. She sees others on the street and 
realizes, “That could be me. 1 would either be in jail or dead 
if not for my recoveiy. ” The blooming tree outside herwindow 
reminds her of all of the people she loved that have died. Her 
life is veiy different now. She is on seven committees in the 
community and states, “I feel like a citizen again. I used to 
volunteer to do things but never followed through. 1 am
responsible now. ” She was involved inachurch all her life, but
feels connected for the first time. She is back in school and 
working part time. Her past relationships were all with 
alcoholic and addicted men until she met “James" at St. 
John's Horizon House last year. They became romantically 
involved after he had a pizza delivered to her on her birthday. 
They were married this summer.

James came to St. John's Horizon House last July. He had
no use ofhis hands and couldnot care for himself He walked
with a cane and weighed 145 pounds. His T-cell count was 17. 
He came here to die and made plans for the time he would not 
be able to make decisions for himself He had given up hope, 
thinkin g he would die in a few months anyway. He was angry’ 
and bitter, having been rejected andfeared by acquaintances 
and friends. He had contemplated suicide one month earlier, 
going as far as putting a loaded gun to his head. He was 
brought to a psychiatric unit and then to St. John's Horizon 
House. With support, he began eating and taking his medica-

352 Jacksonville Medicine / August, 1997



Bertha and James 
were recently married.

I

tionasprescribed. He 
became involved in his 
church. Despite some 
neuropathy, he is now 
able to care for him­
self He met Bertha 
and they were recently 
married. His T-cell 
count is over 500 and 
he now weighs 256 
pounds. James is in­
volved in the resident 
work program at St. 
John's Horizon House. 
He also conducts AIDS 
prevention and aware­

ness presentations to high risk groups in the community. James 
contributes his amazing recoveiy to the emotional support and 
healing. “ I had the medications before. I just didn’t take them 
because I didn ’t care. It seemed no one wanted to be near me 
and they were afraid they would get sick. "

David told me when he sat down in my office that he was 
going to be brutally honest. He was. He discovered he was HIV 
positive in San Francisco in 1987 when his partner was 
diagnosed with Karposi 's Sarcoma. He resisted getting tested 
as he did not feel ill and had no symptoms, but with his 
partner’s encouragement, reluctantly agreed. When the 
results proved he was HPV positive, his whole world collapsed. 
He decided to tell friends and coworkers immediately, hoping 
to avoid the news being spread "through whispers at the coffee 
pot. ” His employer was supportive and shared that he had 
family members who were also HIV positive.

David became most emotional when talking about his 
partner. They hadbeen together for one year before they were 
diagnosed. David describes Antonio as the only person who 
ever loved him despite all the walls he attempted to put up. "He 
loved me like no one else was able to. ” He watched Antonio 
die in 1991 after experiencing a progression of infections, 
including meningitis, wasting syndrome, and a brain tumor. 
Caring for him brought fears of what was to come for David 
and he began to drink heavily in attempt to deal with his 
feelings. He attempted suicide for the sixth time in 1995 by 
overdosing on pills. He was found by his case worker three 
days later, unconscious in a closet. When he regained con­
sciousness in the hospital, his life began to change and he 
knew, "God was not ready for me yet.’’ He realized that he 
would have to deal with all of his issues and repressed 
memories, including rape by a male baby-sitter at age seven, 
if his life was to change. He began attending Alcoholics 
Anonymous on a regular basis where he felt accepted by the 
recovering community and was able to disclose his H TV status 
without judgment.

I

David decided to 
move to St. John’s Ho­
rizon House two years 
ago. Over time, he 
learned to participate 
in social activities with 
other residents. He also 
enrolled in the resident 
work program and 
joined the substance 
abuse committee. De­
spite setbacks with his 
health, including vision 
loss, he is determined 
to work fill time again. He is currently working with voca­
tional rehabilitation to “develop skills I can use blindfolded. ’’

David is learning about 
his many medications.

Until recently, he avoided intimacy because he didn’t want 
anyone to go through the dying process with him. Now he is 
workingon issues of self-love and self-worth. He states, “There 
is light at the end of the tunnel and it's notafi'eight train. ” He 
imagines himself at 90, remembering the scars his life has 
inflicted. He will always remember the many fiends who have 
diedfrom AIDS and even greater number who have diedfrom 
drug and alcohol addiction. He still faces the barriers that 
make recoveiy difficult for gay people, including the lack of 
alcohol and drug free social events and organizations, and 
fear of rejection byfamily,fiends and religious organizations.

Walter F did not always live a gay lifestyle. In fact, he was 
engaged to be married, but says he loved the woman too much 
to put her through the problems he knew would eventually 
emerge. He remembers the early 80’s when there was much 
secrecy and the topic of AIDS was taboo. Even close knit 
groups did not discuss the subject, partially to protect those 
who were infected. Walter shared the confusion of the time 
when little was know about AIDS e.xcept that many gay men 
were infected. He watched as many of his friends began getting 
sick and felt it was inevitable he would, too. He compares his 
feelings to those of the captain of a ship that is sinking, as if 
contracting the virus would make him part of a special group 
that would die together. He hung on to some denial by not 
getting tested and telling himself he would be different. He 
finally submitted to a test when he was contemplating having 
a child with a lesbian Jriend and did not want to take the chance 
of infecting her or the child. She with him when he got his
results, and although he thought he was prepared, he remem­
bers feeling like a bomb hit him. His family was supportive as 
he slowly broke the news to them.

An HTV support group helped Walter find the positive in his 
life. He felt connected even though the group consisted of an 
assortment of "tough guys ’’from jail, gay men, and middle 
class heterosexuals. He traveled and did the things he had 
always put off. Feeling a need to e.xpress the emotions he was 
experiencing, he wrote a play called "Me and My Virus. ’’ Aj'
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From the play "Dialogue 

Between Me And My Virus"

the play begins, the 
main character awak­
ens in a roach-ridden, 
rat infested, dilapidated 
motel over run with drug 
addicts, hookers and 
pimps, illustrating the 
lowest moment in his 
life. Six months later, in 
a support group, he is 
able to identify with the 
tribulations of others 
and sees how this dis­
ease effects people of 
all races, ages, genders 

and social strata. The final wall is broken at the end of the play 
and the character speaks directly to the audience, intending to 
convince them they are part of the solution.

The origmal play was written in 1992 and has been per­
formed in churches, schools, hospitals, correctional institu­
tions and corporate offices. Walter recently wrote a sequel, 
focusing on new issues related to the new medical advances
and his own imp roved mental and physical health. Walter has
hope for an AIDSfree society but is not ready to celebrate yet. 
He is relieved that there are new promising medications but 
can't forget those who did not have the opportunity’ to take 
advantage of them, and wonders why he wfli' spared. He is 
grateful to the disease for the enlightenment it has given him 
but sad for the loss of friends and the opportunity to have a 
child. He is a kind, compassionate man who could give a child 
the love so many never receive.

Much progress has been made by bringing attention to social 
issues as a direct or indirect result of this crisis. Many have 
become more aware and accepting of homosexuals and the 
struggles they have endured. People have become more re­
sponsible with increased awareness of all sexually transmitted 
diseases. The use of condoms has become accepted, if not 
expected. Supportive programs have been developed and 
funded to help people with AIDS get medical and substance 
abuse treatment and adequate housing. As people with HIV 
grew healthier, programs were developed to help those who 
could, return to work. If we discover a cure, at what point will 
we then forget those in need until the next crisis emerges?

Listening to infected people share their stories, it is impos­
sible not to feel the pain they have endured. Studies show that 
personal contact and a relationship with a person with AIDS 
creates more compassion and desire to help. Those who made 
direct contact had less blame and less avoidance of people with 
AIDS. As long as we can ignore the reality, it can be someone 
else’s problem. There are very few people who have not been 
affected by this epidemic in some way. Media coverage has 
increased awareness and opened discussion about AIDS. A 
survey done shortly after Magic Johnson’s announcement that

he had AIDS reported that approximately half of those ques­
tioned stated their attitude towards people with AIDS changed 
afterhearing the announcement (Herek, 1997).

I believe that society has become more accepting of those 
living with the virus. We now have an opportunity to improve 
communication and understanding between people of diverse 
races, sexual orientations and socio-economic backgrounds. 
Herek and Capitanio hypothesized that: “Prejudice (unless 
deeply rooted in the character structure of the individual) may 
be reduced by equal status contact between majority and 
minority groups in the pursuit of common goals. This 
epidemic has brought many diverse groups together and 
increased oui" knowledge and acceptance of alternative lifestyles. 
Conti nued education not only about AIDS, but understanding 
the syndrome of self-defeating behaviors such as substance 
abuse can help us all to prepare for a more challenging and 
hopeful post-AIDS society. Understanding the issues of the 
survivors and affected friends and family can bring greater 
open-mindedness towards those we have chosen to ignore or 
judge in the past. Many now have the chance of yeais of 
productive life ahead of them!
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St. John's Horizon House was developed in 1993 to meet the 
needs of HIV infected individuals who lacked supportive 
housing and access to proper health care. It was made 
possible by the generosity of Methodist Medical Center, St. 
John's Cathedral and grants from The City of Jacksonville 
Community Development Block Grant, Jessie Ball DuPont 
Fund, Housing Opportunity’for People with AIDS (HOPWA) 
and many private and corporate donors and the expertise of 
Donnelly Rembert, original Project Director.
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Physicians Resource Network 
The Impaired Practioner 

Program of Florida

Chemical dependency or other im- 
pairmentcan be a threatto your life, 
family and livelihood.

For information 
or assistance call:

1(800) 888-8776 
1(904) 277-8004

During the week from 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.

On weekends, after hours and 
holidays call 1 (904) 277-8004.

An answering service will 
connect you with on call staff.

Methodist Medical Center
“CffiG ijUiftacfe ©n Sigtitfi Stmt"

ur mission is to provide quality, personalized health care while responding to 
Vl/ the needs of our patients, employees, physicians and our community. For the 
past 29 years we have dedicated ourselves to caring for you and providing unique 
medical services unmatched by any other hospital in the area.

It Takes More Than Love To Make Miracles Happen!

St. John's Horizon 
House provides an al­
cohol and drug-free 
environment — 
breaking patterns of 
chronic addictions for 
persons living with 
HIV/AIDS.

St. John's Horizon 
House is Northeast 
Florida and Southeast 
Georgia‘s largest and 
most supportive hous­
ing program for per­
sons with HJV/AJDS.

A Unique and Caring Home

At St. John’s Horizon House we see a lot of miracles — 
and each one has a name, a face, and a very special story.

St. John’s Horizon House
580 W. 8th St. • Jacksonville, FL 32209 

Phone 798-8555 • FAX 798-8554

Electronic Health Claims Processing
OUTSOURCE YOUR CLAIMS

• Reduce your claims handling expenses

• Eliminate delayed or rejected claims

• Improve CASH Flow

• Monthly Statements & Past Due Notices

EXTRA SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Track Accounts Receivable

• Collections

• Patient Activity Reports

• Guaranteed Confidentially

PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE • FLEXIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

W MEMBER OF^

Cfj oit

Claims Processing Service, Inc.
P. O. Box 5784 

Jacksonville, FL 32247-5784 

Phone: (904) 993-4058 

FAX: 399-2977
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MMC
Methodist Medical Center Campus
580 West 8th Street Jacksonville, Florida 32209
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St. John’s 

Horizon House
The Sun Rises on AIDS Care

C. SHANNON CARUSO 
AND

BONNIE M. BURTON

It’s here to stay.

It can, and does, touch us all.

In all likelihood, it has struck someone you know, a co­

worker’s SON, A salesclerk’s DAUGHTER, FAMILY MEMBERS IN YOUR 

church congregation, even a SCHOOLMATE OF YOUR CHILD COULD

HAVE IT.
>



Over the past decade,
HIV, THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES

AIDS, HAS FLOURISHED IN ITS 

DESTRUCTION OF HEALTH AND LIVES. 

Like tuberculosis and polio before it,

THE VIRUS THRIVES IN A HOTHOUSE ATMOSPHERE 

OF MISUNDERSTANDING AND DREAD. ThOSE NOT

INFECTED WITH THE DISEASE MAY SHUN THOSE WHO
ARE

INFECTED, HOPING THEN THEY WILL BE SAFE. CuT OFF FROM CONTACT

WITH OTHERS JUST WHEN SUPPORT IS NEEDED MOST, PEOPLE WITH HIV MAY

BE OSTRACIZED FROM SOCIETY AND THEIR FAMILIES. The BEST MEDICINE IS LOVE

and SUPPORT WHICH, IN THE CASE OF AIDS. TOO OFTEN IS DENIED.

Now, for those unable to continue living at 
home there is a solution.

After years of planning. Northeast Horida wiU have a 
unique resource: a supportive, affordable setting 

in which people with HIV/AIDS can live as 
independently and productively as possible. St John’s 
Horizon House a cooperative effort of Methodist 
Medical Center and St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral’s 
AIDS Task Force, is an alternative to costly nursing 
home or inpatient hospital care. Sl John’s Horizon 
House residents will live in newly renovated private 
apartments located in a build­ing adjacent to 
Methodist Medical Center, which previ­ously was the 
site of Brewster Hospital.

Sl John’s Horizon House residents will be able to 
choose from many activities, both on- and off-site, includ­
ing m therapy, creative writing, aerobics and guest 
speakers. A fuU range of services, including 24-hour care­
givers. home health and home hospice, will be brought 
to residents as the need arises, maintaining an optimal

level of care. Nearby hospitals and clinics will meet 
the emeigency ^d acute medical needs of residents.

Sl John’s Horizon House project director, Donnelly 
Rembert, has watched the need for a “home away from 
home” increase steadily over the past eight yeais. “In 
1986, there were fewer than 60 cases of AIDS reported m 
Jacksonville. We knew most of the people and their 
families on a first-name basis,” she comments.

Today, however, with more than 2,500 cases reported 
locally and thousands more Northeast Horida residents 
infected with HIV, Rembert believes this support is 
needed more uigently than ever before. “l am really 
proud of the leadership role Methodist has taken and 
am thrilled to have been given such a challenging 
opportunity,” Rembert adds.

Marcus E. Drewa, FACHE, president of Methodist 
Medical Center, wanted to use the building that previ­
ously housed Brewster Hospital to make a positive 
impact on the Northeast Horida community. Deciding to 
take an aggressive stand in the healthcare community. the 
Methodist board of directors offered the landmark !
facility as a residence for AIDS patients.

(^ite simply, extending help to those in our com­
munity infected with the HIV virus was something we 
hadio do. This virus does more than cause sickness in an 
individual. It also begins to rob a person of indepen­
dence and spirit We hope to keep that spirit burning in 
each resident of St John’s Horizon House,” explains 
Drewa.

His vision is shared by an active board of directore, 
comprised of community and religious leaders. A volun­
teer advisory committee, dedicated volunteer staff and 
project director serve the needs of St John’s Horizon 
House residents with respect and compassion.

A little more than a decade since the discovery of 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), human 
immunodeficiency vims (HIV) infection has already 
spread to an estimated 14 million people worldwide. In the 
United States, an estimated 1 million people cur­rently 
are infected with HIV.

• The cost of one AIDS case from diagnosis to 
deathIS approximately $105,000.

•  AIDS is the fourth leading cause of death in 
malesm the 25 to 45 year age group in the United States.
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• AIDS is tlic fourth leading cause of death anioiig 
females in (lie same age group.

• Florida ranks third in the nation with number of 
reported AIDS cases.

• One in 100 persons in Florida is infected with HIV. 
In Northeast Florida this means about 10,000 people are 
infected and most arc unaware of their status.

• In Duval County, approximately 21,000 people are 
HfV infected.

• It is estimated that Duval County will have over 
5,000 cases of AIDS by the year 2000.

Disturbing statistics, all. The latest statistics on AIDS 
indicate a disease that is only growing in its destniclion. 
Yet, statistics are only numbers. To truly measure the dis­
ease’s impact, listen to those living with, and fighting, 
AIDS.

Sue has AIDS. But, “No one gives you AIDS, you go 
out and get it,” Sue states, further echoing her wish to 
accept responsibility for her own health and family. 
Currently, her T-cell count is 95. A normal T-cell count is 
1,200.

Mary, a member of the St.John’s Horizon House vol­
unteer advisory committee, is rapidly becoming more 
outspoken on the need for open lines of communica­
tion on this subject. She is a funny, bright, young 
mother. She is also HfV-positive. But Mary doesn’t have 
time for regrets, or “what ifs.” As an active community 
volunteer, she helps others with an HfV positive diagno­
sis come to terms with life. And Mary has come to terms 
with life. By working to help others, she moves beyond 
her situation. “I’m Just interested in helping people,” 
she explains.

Or as David, a person living with AIDS explains, 
“Dealing with AIDS is an attitude.” And his attitude has 
been consistently upbeat. Although his T-cell count is 
zero , David keeps fighting and winning. His mother has 
been very supportive of him, but the seriousness of his 
struggle really hit home when he recently came down 
with a respiratory infection. David’s doctor asked the 
mother to no longer smoke in the house with David, as 
he was too open to infection. Now, she smokes outside.

Donna Zimmerman, program director for AIDS 
Care and Education at Lutheran Social Services of 
Northeast Florida, explains, “It’s a disease that affects

wlwt we do, not cairsed by wbo we are!” in speaking for 
HIV-positive individuals. Wliile this statement is tnie for 
the majority of those HIV infected, an alarming number 
of individuals have contracted tlie vims through birth.

Babies are infected by an HfV-positive mother while 
in utero or through bi east milk. According to the Neiu 
England Journal of Medicine, HIV-positive pregnant 
women may substantially decrease the risk of transmit­
ting the vims to their child if the mother lakes AZT dur­
ing pregnancy.

• Florida ranks second in the nation in the number 
of pediatric AIDS cases.

• There are approximately 10,000 to 20,000 HfV- 
infected children, and approximately 7,000 infants are 
born annually to HfV-infected women in the United 
Slates. It is estimated that by tbe year 2000, 10 million 
children globally will have been infected.

• Overall, there is a 22 percent increase in HfV-infec- 
tion rates of all Florida pregnant women.

• Since 1981, nearly 5,000 U.S. children under the 
age of 13 have been diagnosed with AIDS. Of these, 
2,615 have died.

• By the year 2000, an estimated 80,000 children in 
the United States will be “AIDS orphans,” because one 
or both of their parents will have died from AIDS- 
related causes.

The facts are horrifying, staggering in their impact, 
yet difficult to digest. But these numbers translate into 
people—people who have the disease or those who have 
not yet been diagnosed, and friends and family mem­
bers of anyone who has the disease.

“AIDS is a health concern,” says Drewa. “As health­
care providers we are entmsted to the community to 
care for people. We are not concerned with how or why 
they got the virus, only that they are sick and need us. 
We want to help them.”

St. John’s Horizon House will offer a supportive 
environment, along with the friendship and cama­
raderie of other patients facing the same issues. Many 
activities will be available to St. John’s Horizon House 
residents, along with a full range of specialized services.

Upon becoming a resident, each individual will be 
assigned a specially trained caregiver who will assist the 
resident for the duration of his or her stay. >
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This c:iicjriv<-i will develop ,in iiidividieilized plan 
with .ind for each resideiu, workiiifr witli the individ­
ual’s rcferniifr case inanager, family and physician to 
selen (he most appropriate seiwice mix. The plan will 
l)c a blueprint lor linking each resident with the med­
ical, social, economic and spiritual seiwices he or she 
1 cqtiii es. 1 hese sen'iccs w'ill be provided under cotitract 
on ;m as-needed basis by a v.iriety of loctil agencies. 
Many of these agencies will have offices in the St. John's 
Horizon House facility, eliminating the lack of private 
ti ansportafion as an obstacle to seiwice access.

Darid Andress, acting district AIDS coordinator (for 
distnct IV), stresses the need for independence and 
productivity for the.se residents. “It is very important for 
people with AIDS to receive a whole range of medical, 
social and spiritual assistance. They want to continue liv­
ing as full a life as possible.”

Always mindful of the uncertainty and fear of the 
disease, Mary is aware of the many obstacles to provid­
ing assistance and feeling compassion to individuals 
who are HIV positive. But as she explains, “We are all 
people, really. It’s hard not to care about others, even if 
you are infected. It makes me feel better to help!” El

For More
Information About 

AIDS, Please 

Contact:
(904) 798-8555—St.John’s Horizon House 
(904) 356-1612—Northeast Florida AIDS Network 
(904) 727-3646—HRS District W AIDS Program 
(904) 358-8386—HRS Duval Gjunty Main Smeet Clinic 
(904) 398-9292-PWA (People with AIDS) Coalition 
(904) 632-0022—Lutheran Social Services of Northeast 

Florida
1-800-FLA AIDS—Florida’s AIDS Hotline 
1-800A58-5231—CDC AIDS Hotline
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March 31,1998

Columbia Univeflsity
COLLFClt OF PHYSK:iaNS Si. SUROtONS 

Harlem Hospital Center

DEPAUfMEMl OF MtDlCINt

1 212 939 2968 P.02

Sarah Holewinski
Office of National AIDS Policy
The White House
Fax; 202-632-1096

Re: Humsafar Trust Benefit, May 2,1998 

Dear Ms. Holewinski:

Thai* you for your call and for your help in coordinating Ms. Thuimm’s participation in our 
event to benefit the Humsafar Trust in Mumbat (Bombay). India.

The specifics you asked for are as follows:

• Saturday, May 2,1998

Dinner at 7:30 p.m., followed by a dance/party beginning at 10:00.

• McIntosh Hall, on the Barnard College campus of Columbia University, located at 
Broadway and 117th Street in New York City.

• We would like to include Ms. -niuiman's name and title as part of our Host Committee 

list.
• We would like Ms. Thurman, and a guest if she wishes, to be our guest at the dinner and 

to say a few words during the course ot the meal.

1 look forward to speaking wifo you fordier and am available to answer any other questions you 

may have.

in^rely

Paul Knox

o: (212) 939-2967 
h; (212) 826-9832

cc: Joseph McCormack

.S06 Lonox .Avcoiic New Yutk, NY UKU/


