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July 7, 1999

The Honorable Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Member, Congress of the United States 
419 Cannon Building 
Washington, DC 20515-0537

Dear Representative Millender-McDonald:

Thank you for your letter dated June 15, 1999 and especially for the tee shirt you sent. I am very 
excited to hear about your sucesses in raising HIV/AIDS awareness through the Minority 
Women and Children’s AIDS Walk. What a great event!

As you know, this past October, President Clinton set aside an unprecedented $156 million to 
improve the nation’s effectiveness in preventing and treating HIV/AIDS in the African- 
American, Hispanic, and other minority communities. This intiative illustrates how the spread of 
HIV/AIDS in minorities, especially African American women, has been of great concern to this 
office and Administration.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued efforts to raise awareness 
about HIV/AIDS in minority communities. Your work not only helps minority women and 
children affected by HIV/AIDS, but motivates your peers in Congress. Fighting on the front 
lines of the AIDS epidemic has not been easy and it continues to be a difficult journey. It is 
because of people like yourself - who are willing to address the tough issues and give voice to 
the concerns of the community — that we will move forward until we reach the end of this 
pandemic.

Thank you again for your contributions.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
White House Office of National AIDS Policy



July 6, 1999

LaTonya Thompson 
4890 Bedford Road 
Detroit, Michigan 48224

Dear Ms. Thompson:

Thank you for taking the time to share with Mrs. Clinton your personal concerns about the 
devastating impact of HIV/AIDS in your community. On behalf of the First Lady, I would like to 
respond to your email.

The Office of National AIDS Policy was established by President Clinton in 1993, and is designed 
lead the Administration in HIV/AIDS policy development. We have been working to coordinate the 
many branches of the federal government in order to advance research, services, and prevention of 
HIV/AIDS. President Clinton and Vice President Gore have worked hard to invigorate the 
response to HIV and AIDS. They have provided a new national leadership, substantially greater 
resources, and a closer working relationship with affected communities than any prior 
administration.

Thank you again for your letter which gives a voice to the very important issues our society must 
confront with regards to HIV/AIDS. I wish you the very best.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH I NGTON

79
DATE

MEMORANDUM

FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SUE J. SMITH
DIRECTOR, AGENCyLIAISON

REFERRAL OF CASEWORK

I am forwarding the attached letter to your office for appropriate 
action. Please send us a copy of your written response or your 
telephone report along with the writer's original correspondence and 
envelope to the following address:

Ms. Sue J. Smith 
Director, Agency Liaison 
Room 6, OEOB 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502

If you have any questions, call my office at 202/456-7486.

Thank you for your help.



From: LaTonya Thompson <Deibus @ AOL.com> on 04/22/99 05:15 PM GMT

To: First Lady @ gateway
cc:
Subject: Please to start helping more so people like me at the bottom

[Connection Information]

CLIENT:
BROWSER:
URL:

[Sender Information]

2 05.18 8.197.186 [2 05.188.197.186]
Mozilla/2.0 (compatible; MSIE 3.0; AOL 3.0; Windows 3.1) 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Mail/html/Mail_First_Lady.html

PERSONAL-NAME: 
EMAIL-ADDRESS: 
ORGANIZATION: 
RELATIONSHIP: 
STREET-ADDRESS 
CITY:
STATE-PROVINCE 
ZIP-CODE:
COUNTRY: CtNXXv Vy:
[Message Information]

LaTonya Thompson 
Deibus@AOL.com 
n/a 
self
4890 Bedford 
Det.
Mich.
48224

Offer neutral commentary, advice, or a suggestion 
Human Rights 
Private Citizen
Please to start helping more so people like me at the bottom not

PURPOSE:
TOPIC:
AFFILIATION:
SUBJECT:
by choice but by roots can get up in do some things for are seifs. 

[Message]

Dear Ms.Fisrt Lady 
Hello,Hi

My name is L.Thompson I live here in Detroit,MI. Let me tell 
you a little about mysel I'm 27vrs.old I love life.I love 
children and I love music I went to highschool and I took some 
college classes but I never attended Havrard,Yale or any other 
high standard colleges other than community colleges do I have 
a voice.To day I felt the need to write you I look at your 
husband and you on T.V. and in the news papers and I see Two 
People who have to be all that thay can be and nothing 
less.And so many people have told me in life that when you are 
sick of something go straight to the top,be heard know that 
you have a voice,a choice and know and believe in what you are 
saying.So Today April 22.1999 Ms. Fisrt Lady and Mr.President 
I'm going pass the people,pass the Mayor and pass the Govenor 
I'm going straight to the top,now I need to ask you to hear me 
loud I have a voice and I will take it a step higher now after 
this if you don't or can't do just any good one thing to help 
me I'll take it to the ALMIGHTY-KING OF KINGS. I,m not HIV / 
jyasitivo og AIDS peeitive,but I see alot of WARRING going on ^ 

my life is young and dead I'm like a pretty flower that has 
been stumped out and now I have only my roots to grow so I



have to start all over again .WAR HERE-WAR THERE I SEE 
MORNING-NOON AND NIGHT ON T.V. ON THE FRONT PAGES WAR-WAR-WAR 
BUT^THERE'S ONE WAR THAT NEEDS TO BE ATTgllDPD TO ONJTHE FROUNT 
P.^GES EVERY DAY AND THAT'S THE WAR UNfAlLIS llNllL WAR IS
OVER OR AT LESS HAS BEEN BEATEN AND TI^T'STHE WAR ON AIDS 
,LET US THE PEOPLE KNOW LOUD EVERY DAY THAT YOU ARE HFT.PTNG THE FIGHT ON THE SILENT KILLER AIDS.PLEAStl Mk-ANTTNIS^

PRESIDENT HELP YOUR HOMELESS-STARVING-DOMESTIC-VIOLATED 
FAMILYS AND SICK,DEPRESSED,OPPRESSED AND LOOKING FOR A BETTER 
DAY PEOPLE HERE IN DETOIT AND IN AMERICA HERE TODAY ALL THESE 
THINGS THAT I HAVE ADDRESSED TODAY THIS YEAR ARE TRUE FACTS.

p.s. please help me and so many other here in the states.

Sign:DEPRIVED OF A FUTURE



06/19/99 SAT 09:08 FAX 319 398 5144 MAYOR LEE R CLANCEY @001

CEDAfflRAPIDS
Qty of Five Seasons

June 18, 1999

Ms. Sandra L. Thurman 
Director, Office of National AIDS Policy 
808 19“*StNW 
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms. Thurman;

I was inspired by your remarks at the U.S. Conference of Mayors luncheon meeting prior 
to the Vice President speaking last Monday. Thank you so much for taking time out of 
your busy schedule to address the mayors of this country on such a critical subject.

1 wanted to follow up on my brief conversation with you regardii^ a young woman from 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa who has done so very much to bring HIV/AiDS awareness to this 
community over the past four years. Her name is Alexia Abernathy. Alexia Just 
graduated from high school and plans to attend Colorado State University in Ft. Collins 
next fell in anticipation, I think, of studying veterinary medicine. Alexia has had an 
extraordinary commitment to the HIV/AIDS issue. She has motivated and galvanized 
dozens ofother young people. She has s^ken^lover the chv and the state. Alexia is a 
bright, articulate, gregarious, talented anrC^to^^^^oung woman. She is so committed 
to this issue that she held her graduation par^THthegarden of Claire House which is a 
residential living community for people with HIV/AIDS.

There are so many young people today who are involved in their communities and 
provide the many, many bright spots that provide vivid contrast to the horrific things we 
hear in the media, but seldom do you find a young person with llie commitment and sheer 
tenacity that Alexia has. She is truly a gifted and very remarkable young woman. I do 
not know in what ways you might be able to use her talents, but I wanted you to know 
about her. I have talked wifti Alexia about you, and she has giv^ me permission to write 
this letter. If you would like to communicate with her, you may reach her at; (319) 364- 
2041 or her address is; 2070 Cottage Qen Rd SE, Cedar Rapids, lA 52403-1902.

Thank you for your consideration of Alexia and for your time at our meeting in New 
Orleans.

Best regards,

Lee R. Clancey \
Mayor

Cc; Alexia Abernathy V

Office of Mayor Lee R_ Clancey
Qty Hall • 50 Second Avenue Bridge • Cedar Rapids. Iowa 52401 • (319) 398-5051 • FAX Gi9) 398-S144



July 23, 1999

Mr. Merv W. Nielson 
1225 North Locust Lane 
Provo, UT 84604

Dear Mr. Neilson:

Thank you for your letter of July 1,1999. It was good to hear from you. I am glad to 
know the USA Today feature on the Presidential Mission to Suh Saharan Africa reached 
you and affected you as it did.

As you may know. Vice President A1 Gore recently released the report on Africa to the 
public. I am hopeful that public coverage of HIV/AIDS will lead to more individuals like 
you discussing AIDS and human sexuality in a public forum. The Presidential Mission to 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Uganda, and South Africa broadened my perspective on this global 
pandemic immensely. A message like “abstinence before marriage, fidelity after 
marriage” is simply not an end-all message for stemming the tide of this pandemic.
There are many other factors like homophobia, sexism, and classicism intertwined in this 
devastating plague. To achieve our common goal of ending the HIV/AIDS pandemic, it 
is integral that we bring our differences in ideology to the surface, and put forth a united 
front against the spread of this killer.

I invite you to join me in fighting HIV/AIDS. Together we can truly make a difference. 

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman



July 1,- 1999
1225 North Locust Lane
Provo, UT 84604

Ms. Sandy Thurman 
C/0 USA Weekend 
1000 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22229

Dear Ms. Thurman:

In the USA Weekend issue, June 25-17, 1999, an article by
Jeffrey Zaslow featured your work as President Clinton's AIDS 
policy director.

Your mission to combat this terrible disease is a noteworthy 
effort and I applaud your dedication to educate the children of our 
nation on sexuality and responsible behaviour.

I must say, however, that the agenda you propose for children, 
to wit, "If you are sexually active, safe sex is the ticket", has 
problems. May I suggest instead that the safest sex is NO SEX. 
Abstinence before marriage, fidelity after marriage is the only way 
that this disease can be stopped. You may consider this avenue as 
an unrealistic approach but the reality of the matter is that it is 
the truth. Afterall, this is real responsible behavior, is it not?

Everyone has the right to choose and I would be the first to 
step up and defend one's right to make choices. However, one must 
always remember that one cannot choose the consequences of his or 
her choices. Children should be taught to make proper choices. 
Such choices will guarantee happy consequences. This principle 
applies to adults as well.

I urge you to consider, "Abstinence before marriage, fidelity 
after marriage", in your message. Political and moral courage on 
your part is "the ticket" to turn the tide of this social disease.

You are in a viable position to win this war as the Director 
of the nation's AIDS policy program. May I wish you success in 
your battle.

Sincerely yours.

Merv W. Nielson



July 15, 1999

Lynn Veach Sadler 
163 Wood Wedge Way 
Sanford, North Carolina 
27330

Dear Dr. Sadler:

Thank you for your recent letter. I appreciate your words of support and your sharing with me 
your poem/song, “AIDS and HIV - Why Me?”.

Fighting on the front lines of the AIDS epidemic has not been easy and it continues to be a 
difficult journey. It is because of people such as yourself - who help raise awareness about the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic — that we will reach the end.

Thank you again for your support. I wish you the best of luck in your upcoming competitions 
and in all of your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

H:\Corr\LETTERS\sadler.ltr.doc



Human Technology Interface, In/: 
(Dr.) Lynn Veach Sadler, Editor 

163 Wood Wedge Way 
Sanford, North Carolina 27330 

Phone: (919)499-9216 
FAX: (919)498-1416 

lynnsadler@usa.net

July 2, 1999

Ms. Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
National AIDS Policy Office 
808 17th Street, 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Director Thurman:

You may never have a use for the enclosed poem/song, “AIDS and HIV—Why Me?,” 
but it might at least be of interest. My music partner (Alton A. Hartness) and I will shortly 
be sending it out to competitions.

Best wishes for your important work.

Sincerely yours.

LyniUVeach Sadler

Lynn Veach Sadler
Lynn Veach Sadler has a B.A. from Duke and an M.A. and a Ph.D. from the University of Illinois. 

Formerly a college president in Vermont, she has won an Extraordinary Undergraduate Teaching Award, 
pioneered in Computer-Assisted Composition, and received the Distinguished V/omen of North Carolina 
Award for education. Her academic publications include five books and some sixty-eight articles, and she 
has edited eighteen books/proceedings and three national journals. She now runs a small press and is a 
creative writer. A book of poetry. Poet Geography, is forthcoming in the Mt. Olive College Poetry Series; 
her poems have been published in, or are forthcoming in, for example, Asheville Poetry Review, Journal of 
African Travel Writing, Main Street Rag, The Wolf Head Quarterly, Pudding Magazine, Lite, Bay Area 
Poets Coalition Anthology, The Abiko Literary Quarterly, The Robert Frost Review, Poet’s Page, Amelia, 
The Sandhills Review, Snakeskin Poetry Webzine, and Whiskey Island Magazine. Her stories have been 
published widely and have won the North Carolina Writers’ Network and the Talus and Scree competitions. 
Her novel. Tonight I Lie with William Cullen Bryant, selected for the 1992 Blumenthal Writers and 
Readers Series, was runner-up for the 1997 Dana Award. For her first play. Gnat (a spin-off of the 1831 
Nat Turner uprising; performed 1996), the (professional) Temfile Theater (Sanford, NC) received the New 
Works grant from the North Carolina Arts Council and the New Play Award from the Paul Green 
Foundation; the play received a Paul Green Multi-Media Award from the North Carolina Society of 
Historians. Sassing the Sphinx was commissioned for the First International Robert Frost Symposium, 
and she recently completed her first musical (libretto, lyrics). Coming Country (on the Battle of New 
Orleans, War of 1812).



Lynn Veach Sadler, Ph.D.
163 Wood Wedge Way 
Sanford, North Carolina 27330
Phone; (919) 499-9216; FAX: (919) 498-1416; lynnsadler@usa.net

AIDS and HIV—Why Me?

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

Mother and matron, 
maven of domestic arts.
If they have to know, 
make sure they know 
it’s from blood transfusion.

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

Child of Mumbai streets. 
Now Mother Teresa’s ward 
in her AIDS Section.
I don’t feel ill.
I don’t know why I’m here. 
I don’t know why I’m here.

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

I can’t let them know. 
Massai with malaria.
That’s the part I’ll play.
I hail their van:
“I have malaria.”

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

“AIDS and HIV—Why Me?” 1



I was sharp and slick.
Always took care of business. 
I was sharp and slick.
The doctor lies.
I don’t know why I’m here.

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

I’m God’s Messenger.
Dosing you with your evil. 
You can die like me.
You won’t be safe.
I’m God’s Messenger Boy.

AIDS and HIV.
Why me?
Why me?
Why me?
AIDS and HIV.
Why me?

“AIDS and HIV—Why Me?” 2



July 15, 1999

Mary K. Layman 
132 West Inglewood 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 
74011

Dear Ms. Layman:

Thank you for your letter. I appreciate your suggestion about the treatment of AIDS. Increased 
funding for HIV/AIDS research remains a top priority for my office and this Administration 
because I share your vision about the importance of finding new treatments for this devastating 
disease.

Although the Office of National AIDS Policy works solely with HIV/AIDS policy issues, I 
suggest that you contact the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for questions pertaining to 
HIV/AIDS research. The contact information for the NIH AIDS Research and Reference 
Reagent Program (AIDS Reagent Program) is as follows:

NIH AIDS Research and Reference Reagent Program
McKesson HBOC BioServices
621 Lofstrand Lane
Rockville, MD 20850
Telephone: 301-340-0245
Fax: 301-340-9245

I wish you the best of luck in your efforts to promote new treatments for HIV/AIDS and I hope 
the information I have been able to provide will be of some help.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

WNEWOPD\PNA\Corr\LETTERS\layman.ltr.doc
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July 14, 1999

(b)(6)
O O I

Thank you for your letter. 1 am sorry to learn of the alleged violation of your 
confidentiality and your consequent eviction from your house. While addressing the 
rights of people infected with HIV is at the top of this office and the Administration’s 
agenda, the Office of National AIDS Policy cannot provide legal assistance to any 
individual.

1 suggest that you contact the Department of Justice for more information about how to 
file a complaint. Their number is 202-514-2000. The Attorney General’s Office can be 
reached at 202-514-7566.

I hope that the information I have provided will be of some help and I wish you the best 
of luck in your efforts to secure legal counsel.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

(b)(6)
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July 14, 1999

Mr. William R. Van Pelt 
1430 California #11 
San Francisco, California 
94109

Dear Mr. Van Pelt:

Thank you for your letter dated June 29, 1999. I regret to inform you that there are no 
positions available at the Office of National AIDS Policy. I am sure, however, that there 
are many employment opportunities elsewhere for a person with your experience. As 
you know, the AIDS epidemic is far from over and I appreciate your interest in working 
in this field.

I wish you the best of luck in your search for employment in Washington, D.C.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

\\NEWOPD\PNA\Corr\LETTERS\vanpelt.ltr.doc



June 29, 1999

Sandy Thurman
AIDS Policy Director
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Ms. Thurman;

I am submitting my resume’ for the consideration of the position within your area of management. For the 
last two years I have held the position of Manager of Testing, North America for Adecco, the world’s largest 
personnel firm. 1 have a total of 8 years of management and project experience and have been promoted 
several times over the course of my career with Adecco.

As my resume’ outlines 1 have extensive experience in the successful implementation and management of 
projects on a national and international level. I know that my diverse corporate experience would enhance 
any organization. One example of a success while at Adecco has been the successful development and 
implementation of an industry-leading pre-employment testing system throughout 500+ offices. I also 
created a specialized division of the company, which grew to be one of the most profitable ventures for 
Adecco. I have extensive experience in managing several projects consecutively with the ability of shifting 
priorities based at the direction of the Executive Management Team. I have also managed all budgetary 
requirements for each project as well as an annual departmental budget. I know that these types of successes 
and management experience would benefit any organization.

I am seeking a position in the Washington, D.C. area that will utilize my experience to enhance the mission 
and quality of an organization such as the AIDS Policy initiative. I will be in Washington, D.C. July 19'*' 
through July 23''* and would appreciate an appointment to further discuss my qualifications for this or 
additional opportunities. During the day I can be reached discreetly at my office at 650/610-1115 or in the 
evenings and weekends at the phone number indicated on my resume’.

Sincerely,

William R. Van Pelt



William R. Van Pelt
1430 California #11 

San Francisco, CA 94109 
415/474-8490

Objective

Seeking a management position that utilizes training, development and implementation skills, 
which will allow for the overall growth, effectiveness and quality improvement of an organization.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Manager of Testing, North America at Adecco Employment Services (Formerly Adia
Personnel Services - $12 billion in sales): 1997 - Present

• Managed more than 8 vendors in the development of a new comprehensive evaluation 
system named Xpert including more than 80 pre-employment tests to be used throughout 
500-branch network.

• Developed comprehensive training curriculum and support materials for the launch of the 
new Xpert Evaluation System including presentation materials, workbooks, exercises and 
class evaluations.

• Supervised 12 trainers in the deployment of new Xpert Evaluation System Training Program 
resulting in more than 42 training classes within a nine month time period. All classes 
achieved a 90% rating or higher.

• Managed the development of manuals, workbooks, computer training, reference manuals, 
communications materials and more.

• Coordinated multiple departments and vendors in the development of new sales support 
materials including electronic presentations, brochures and evaluations.

• Coordinated the distribution of new Xpert Evaluation System including technical interfaces, 
distribution of hardware, software, logistics and set-up procedures.

• Managed the Testing Department budget within 90% of budget requirements ($6 million per 
year).

Manager of Operations, North America at Adecco Employment Services (Formerly 
Adia Personnel Services - $12 billion in sales): 1996 -1997

• Pioneered and developed Project Staffing Services, a new sales channel, resulting in more 
than $3 million in incremental revenue per year. Clients included Ford Motor Company, The 
Nature Company, The Money Store and others.

• Hired, trained and supervised customer service staff to manage daily operations of Project 
Staffing Services.

• Managed the development and communication of all operational policies and procedures for 
500-branch network

• Wrote, maintained and reported on ISO 9002 standards for the Operations Department.



William R. Van Pelt (continued)

Contract Services Manager, North America at Adecco Employment Services
(Formerly Adia Personnel Services - $12 billion in sales): 1993 -1995

• Administered more than 27 national contracts resulting in $90M in annual sales. 
Responsibilities including development of all compliance reporting for pricing and 
performance.

• Developed and implemented new automated reporting system/model deployed throughout 
entire branch network resulting in streamlined reporting process and more than $100K in cost 
savings.

• Participated in the presentation and proposal process as subject matter expert for service 
compliance.

Office Supervisor, Irving, TX at Adecco Employment Services (Formerly Adia
Personnel Services - $12 billion in sales): 1991 -1993

• Managed the daily operations and customer service process for area branch resulting in 
more than $12M in sales revenue.

• Responsibilities included recruiting, interviewing and hiring of more than 100 temporary 
employees per week, for more than 50 accounts.

• Developed set-up and operational process of new telemarketing operations for regionai client 
resulting in the hire of more than 1,500 telemarketers.

• Trained new personnel on Adecco policies, procedures and daiiy operations of the branch.
• Managed the overall profitability of the branch resulting in 268% growth in revenue within 18 

months.

Southern Methodist University

Education

Bachelor of Arts, Sociology 1990

Associations

American Management Association
NAMES Project volunteer, San Francisco, CA
SMU Volunteer Team member, Belize, Central America
Outstanding College Students of America
Hurricane Gilbert Relief Team member, Reynosa, Mexico
Dean’s List

1995-present
1997
1990
1989
1989
1986-1987

References
Available upon request.



July 14, 1999

Jacqueline Signori 
304 West Broadway 
Fairfield, Iowa 
52556

Dear Ms. Signori:

Thank you for your letter and your kind words of support. I am sorry to learn of the loss 
of your cousin to AIDS. As the virus continues to spread, more families, both 
domestically and abroad, will continue to be touched by HIV/AIDS.

Although there is not currently an AIDSRide in Iowa, there are numerous rides annually 
around the country. I have participated in several AIDSRides, including the recent ride 
that ended in Washington D.C., and I encourage you to participate in a ride. Taking part 
in an AIDSRides is an inspiring experience that helps raise awareness about HIV/AIDS 
and helps support worthy AIDS organizations around the country. If you are interested in 
taking part in an AIDSRide or perhaps organizing a ride in Iowa, American AIDSRide 
can be reached at 1-800-825-1000 for more information.

Fighting on the front lines of the AIDS epidemic has not been easy and it continues to be 
a difficult journey. It is because of people such as yourself - who are willing to join the 
fight against AIDS — that we will reach the end.

Thank you again for your support. I wish you the best of luck in all of your future 
endeavors.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

H :\Corr\LETTERS\signori. Itr.doc
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July 15, 1999

Craig Shniderman 
Executive Director 
Food & Friends 
57 L Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C.
20003

Dear Craig:

It was so wonderful to see you again on this year’s Ride. Honey, who knew Spandex would be 
such a recurring theme in our line of work?

Thank you for sending over Brent Minor’s resume. I have always been impressed by his 
passionate leadership as an advocate for all those living with HIV and AIDS - and certainly by 
his unwavering commitment to the Food & Friends team. I am very pleased by his interest in 
joining the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS.

Please know that I will support Bruce in any way that I can. Keep me posted!

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

H :\Corr\LETTERS\shniderman. Itr.doc



Crai�rn,:Et€:tmEIR. 
Ex cutive 
Food & Friends 
57 L Street, S.E. 
Washington, DC 20003 

Dear Craig: 

July 6, 1999 

It was so wonderful to see you again on this year's Ride. Honey, who knew Spandex 
would be such a recurring theme in our line of work? 

Thank you for sending over Brent Minor's resume. I have always been impressed by his 
passionate leadership as an advocate for all those living with HIV and AIDS - and 
certainly by his unwavering commitment to the Food & Friends team. I am very pleased 
by his interest in joining the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS. 

Please know that I will support Brent in any way that I can. Keep me posted:'\' 
r:«J>, �!'-

Sincerely, w�� :� ,�AV� 

\)6eo '51'-"-"-v, .Q-; � 

����?�

� G V\ \ V"' • 

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
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June 28, 1999

Ms. Sandy Thurman 
Director
White House Office of 
National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Sandy:

I am in the early stages of recovery from the ride. It was stunningly successful in every dimension 
and as always, we were so glad to have you with us. You went to a lot of trouble to participate and 
we are very appreciative. I hope that our friendship and your involvement with Food & Friends 
continues long after you conclude your present duties.

I would very much appreciate your help with a matter of some importance to Food & Friends. Next 
month, 12 positions will become available on the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS. Brent 
Minor, Director of Public Funding and Community Relations, at Food & Friends is very interested 
in an appointment to the Council and I very much hope that he is selected. Brent has been a member 
of the Food & Friends staff for 8 years and is a genuine leader in the HIV/AIDS community. He 
represents Food & Friends with respect to Ryan White funding matters. Additionally, he is co-chair 
of our Ryan White Title I Planning Council and he serves on the State of Virginia Title II Consortium. 
Brent has been HIV positive for 12 years and brings to our work a passionate personal commitment 
and excellent political judgement.

Brent has spoken with John Berry and Karen Tramontane. However, among the people I know, you 
are best positioned to speak about Food & Friends as a context for Brent’s selection. My 
endorsement is unequivocal and I believe Brent’s selection would be good for the community, i leave 
it to you, if you are willing to help, to make the right choice of contacts.

Thanks so much for everything you do and for being one of America’s foremost cyclists. My best 
regards and thanks to Sarah as well.

Sincere regards,

I
Craig M. Shniderman 
Executive Director

58 L STREET, S.E. • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003-3353 • (202) 488-8278 • FAX (202) 863-1284
E-MAIL: info@foodandfriends.org

TDD (202) 554-2944
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Brent '^cker Minor

2910 Sycamore Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22305 

202-863-1825 (o) 703-836-1162 (h)

WORK EXPERIENCE

Food & Friends
58 L Street, SE 
Washington, DC 20003

August, 1991 - Present

Positions Held:
Director of Community Relations April, 1996 - Present
Coordinate the community and public relations efforts for the agency including press 
contacts and coverage, community meetings and general inquiries. Represent agency at 
local and national meetings, events and conferences. Represent agency on Ryan White 
committees and consortia. Write and edit agency newsletter, Annual Report and other 
agency-wide publications or articles. Research and write public funding requests (non- 
Ryan Wllite) including monitoring grants for compliance and evaluation. Assist with 
Ryan White reporting and follow-up as needed.

Conference Coordinator February - November, 1996
1996 AIDS Meals Providers Conference
Directed all conference activities for annual international meeting of AIDS food service 
providers including fundraising, program development, event planning, publications and 
site management. Highlights include: Doubled number of participants; Tripled previous 
fundraising levels; increased number of education sessions from 11 to 41.

Program Director December, 1993 - April, 1996
Directed operations of Program Office to insure accurate daily delivery of meals to over 
500 clients (homebound people living with AIDS). Supervised activities of the following 
departments; Delivery (1200 daily meals); Volunteer Resources (recruitment, 
coordination and retention of 800 volunteers); and Client Services (management and 
referrals of 500 monthly clients). Wrote and edited monthly Volunteer Newsletter. 
Coordinated volunteer-staff events. Represented organization at various functions 
including fundraisers and consortium meetings. Supervised staff of 13 people.

Volunteer Program Manager (1/93 - 12/93) 
Volunteer Coordinator (8/91 - 1/93)



Director of Development
Bishop McNamara High School 
Forestville, Maryland

July, 1998-October, 1990

Established and directed development programs including annual giving, major donor 
solicitations, phone-a-thons and student fundraisers. Created, wrote and edited the 
Bishop McNamara Bulletin. Established and maintained accounting records for pledges 
and gifts received. In two years, annual contributions grew from SI8,000 to $76,000.

Associate Director
Ward, Dreshman & Reinhardt, Inc. 
Worthington, Ohio

November, 1986-December, 1987

Represented firm as fundraising consultant for two projects: The Episcopal Diocese of 
Atlanta ($4 million goal) and The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii ($10 million goal). 
Participated in development of campaign goals, strategy and organization. Wrote and 
designed campaign literature for major gift solicitations, grant proposals and general 
campaign. Supervised large public kick-off event for both campaigns.

ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE

At-Large Representative and Co-Cliair
Metropolitan Regional HIV Health Services Planning Council 
Washington, DC

March, 1994 - Present

Serve as at-large representative and Co-Chair of Planning Council that determines 
allocation of Ryan White Title I federal funding for designated area which includes 
Washington, DC, as well as large parts of Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia. 
Planning Council is responsible for determining funding priorities, allocation of funds 
and program oversight. Current funding responsibility is approximately $16 million.

Serve as Chair of the Planning Committee of the Planning Council which coordinates the 
plamiing and evaluation efforts of the body. Committee has the responsibility to lead the 
process for determining community priorities, analyzing data, recommending funding 
levels, and monitoring service performance.

Serve as a member of the Executive Committee of the Planning Council which 
coordinates all Planning Council activities and meetings. Committee meets monthly to 
detennine agenda items and general direction of the Planning Council.

Served as Chair of the ad hoc Grievance Committee that established grievance 
procedures for the Planning Council as directed by HRS A (1996).

Served as Chair of the PWA Committee which coordinates the efforts of people living 
with HIV/AIDS on the Planning Council.



PWA At-Lar^e Representative
Northern Virginia HIV Consortiiiin/Virginia Title II Consortia

March, 1994-Present

Serve as at-large representative on the consortium that determines allocation of Ryan 
White Title I and II funds for Northern Virginia. CuiTent funding responsibility is 
approximately $2.8 million. Represent Northern Virginia on Virginia Title II Consortia.

Other Related Experience:

Served on Title I Grant Application Review Panel for Baltimore EMA, FY95 and FY96. 

Served on Title II Grant Application Review Panel for Virginia, FY96.

Attended the 5th Annual Title I & II National Ryan White Grantee Meeting (1996). 

Presented three workshops at the 1998 U.S. Conference on AIDS in Dallas.

Citizen Member
Alexandria Task Force on AIDS 
Alexandria, Virginia

March, 1991 - Present

Serve on city-wide task force that reviews and makes recommendations for all AIDS- 
related policies for City Council action. Appointed by the Mayor and City Council as 
Citizen-At-Large member. Served as Chair from September, 1993 - September, 1995.

Class Representative
The University of the South 
Sewanee, Tennessee

1988 - Present

Serve as liaison between university and alumni class of 1981. Oversee general 
solicitations, major donor prospecting and reunion planning. Write bi-annual class 
newsletter. Have achieved or exceeded targeted giving levels in 8 of 9 years.

President
The Minor Foundation 
Charlotte, North Carolina

1992 - Present

Serve as President of the Board of Directors (7 members) of family foundation. 
Coordinate research and eligibility of grant applicants, funding distribution and oversight. 
Chair bi-annual meetings.



EDUCATION

University of the South. Sewanee, Tennessee 
B.A. Degree - Awarded May, 1981
Honors and Activities: Speaker, Student Assembly; Honor Council; Order of 
Gownsmen (academic honorary); Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity.

Woodben'v Forest School. Woodberry Forest, Virginia 
College preparatory diploma awarded. May, 1977.

ACTIVITIES
Performer with the Washington Opera; Volunteer with Whitman-Walker Clinic of 
Washington, DC and So Others May Eat (SOME); Member, Christ Episcopal Church, 
Georgetown; Extensive volunteer political campaign work; VonwQX Jeopardy! contestant; 
Triathlon enthusiast (Have completed 30 Olympic-distance events, most recently 8/98.)



July 14, 1999

John W. Bush, Ph.D.
551 Vistamont Court 
Berkeley, California 94708

Dear Mr. Bush:

Thank you for writing to express your views. Although we disagree on the best methods of 
responding to the HIV/AIDS crisis, I do value your taking the time to share your thoughts with 
the White House.

I am concerned that you understand that my advocating on behalf of greater research and 
services for those infected v^th or affected by HIV/AIDS is by no means meant to de-emphasize 
the importance of fighting other ailments. We all must choose our battles. After seeing 
countless fiiends taken too soon by weakened immune systems, it is the battle against HIV/AIDS 
to which I am called.

Again, thanks for writing. Best wishes in all your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

\\NEWOPD\PNA\Corr\LETTERS\bush.ltr.doc



c/o 551 Vistamont Court 
Berkeley, California 94708

28 June 1999

Ms. Sandy Thurman
Director of the Office of National AIDS Policy 
c/o The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20501-0001

Dear Ms. Thurman:

I must correct a misconception you have propagated in the final paragraph of the enclosed article 
(Complacency could kill us. USA Weekend, 25-27 June 1999, p. 4). V^atever you may know of the 
litany of arguments debunking HIV as the causative agent of AIDS, please consider my recent quasi- 
formal logical restatement of what Professor Peter Duesberg has said from the beginning of the 
controversy

HIV+ =/= AIDS
Any of 30 specified diseases =/= AIDS
HIV+ + any of 30 specified diseases = AIDS
Cure of HIV 30 specified diseases remain
Cure of 30 specified diseases ^ HIV becomes insignificant

The bottom line is that we should not have spent one cent on AIDS research nor should we spend 
research money, however plentiful, trying to eradicate HIV or develop a vaccine against it. A far 
more valuable approach for world health would be to spend research funds on the associated 
diseases and on research leading to vaccines via such approaches as the fmdings of Heithoff et al. 
{Science, 7 May ’99, pp. 976-970 ; commentary, Enserink, ibid, p. 883) for bacterial diseases, including 
cholera, that have been refractory to vaccines in the past.

Respectfully,

John W. Bush. Ph D.

cc; Professor Peter Duesberg 
Professor Bruce N. Ames
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July___ ^ 1999

Honorable Thomas F. Shields, MD 
Siate Representative 
Maine Hotise of R^fesontatives 
2 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Representative Sheilds;

Thank yon for your letter of June 30 in which you raise a number counselS!«^«. ^ sntveUlence. Wo ^meiate and share your eoneom about addressing .

the AIDS ^idemic-
You have inquired about the issue of confidential testing. g

on the Administration's poUcy is currently under re^w. there
fundamental. First, we support the development of HIV surveillance systems m ■
S^ond, confidential and anonymous HIV counseling and teating murt be avad^le. 
protections of confidcntiaUty for those who do get tested must be maintamed 

strengthened.
AS for the debate between different types of HIV surveillance sys^, each state shoidd 

have thf flexibility to use whatever system meets its own unique needs. The focus sWd be on 
L tiSelfoess and^quality of data obtained in those systems so that we can have a better

understanding of where this epidemic is moving.
In addition, wc arc looking at new ways to encourage people at for HIV ^

scuk voluntuiy coumeBug and testing scrvicea. You oun^y note ^“ 
critically important buth te stop ftrthur infectittna and to help . ,
that mason, we do not support mandatory wsWig andp^n nnufleahons^
testing and partner ootificalion systems may R,
particularly when voluntary systems have bcen*aioi*^ted to beVfuUy • AiPJ^ jJj /

This Administration wiU continue to support st^ and 
stop further infections and care for those idready impactcik Your ct 
fight against this deadly epidemic and in developing a canfig and i 
those living with HIV and AIDS is truly appreciated.

sommunities in an effort to 
. leadership in the 

jassionate response to

Very truly yours, 
SLT QJI^^

xvd sc:iT am ee/oz/zo



Shannon Nettles 
115 Mary Drive 
Wetherford, TX 76086 

Dear Ms. Nettles: 

July 26, 1999 

Thank you for your letter dated June 10, 1999 about entering the field of HIV/AIDS law. The 
many issues related to HIV/ AIDS discrimination are of key concern to me and I am working hard 
to bring about legislation-that would prohibit discrimination, and foster an environment of 
compassion and tolerance for people with HIV/ AIDS. However, until this environment is 
established, the need for people willing to defend the rights of people living with HIV/ AIDS are 
greatly needed by our community. 

I have a few suggestions for you on organizations to contact that would be able to provide you 
with information about entering the field of HIV/AIDS law. Some of the key organizations 
dealing with these issues include: 

AIDS Action 

1906 Sumerland Place NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone:202-530-8030 
The largest HIV/AIDS lobbying organization in the country working on a variety of 
HIV/AIDS related policy issues 

AIDS Coordinating Project of the American Bar Association 

7 40 15th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005-1009 
Phone: 202-662-1025 
Coordinates the AHA 's response to the AIDS epidemic and operates the AHA 's pro bona 
project on AIDS 

American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics 

765 Commonwealth Avenue 
16th Floor 
Boston, MA 02215 
Phone: 617-262-4990 
Addresses issues related to health policy, law and ethics in the AIDS epidemic. 



American Immigration Lawyers Association
1400 I Street NW 
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202-371-9377
Provides legal assistance and referrals to people living with HIV/AIDS, especially 
recent immigrants and undocumented aliens

Harvard AIDS Law Clinic
122 Boylston St 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
Phone: 617-522-3003
Provides direct legal support for people affected by HIV/AIDS

I hope that these contacts provide you with the information you need to begin your 
involvement in the field of HIV/AIDS law. While working on such an emotional issue can be 
challenging, it has proven to be very rewarding as well. The chance to make a difference in 
the lives of so many is an admirable goal and I wish you the best of luck in your efforts.

Sincerely,

- S
Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

\\NEWOPD\PNA\Corr\LETTERS\Nettles.doc



Shannon Nettles 
115 Mary Dr.

Weatherford, TX 76086 
(817) 444-4814

01aDulce@aol.com r ryj
June 10, 1999
Office of National AIDS Policy, Executive Office of the President \
850 17th St., NW, Ste 820 
Washington D.C. 20006

To Whom it May Concern:

1 am a third year law student at Texas Tech University School of Law in Lubbock, 
Texas. 1 am interested in the area of HIV/AIDS law and would like to ask you a few 
questions.

1 would appreciate it if you could tell me how 1 might enter this field, what this 
type of practice entails emotionally, and how you view the workload. Specifically, 1 
would like to know what issues you handle. 1 am not only interested in practicing in this 
area of law, but also would like information regarding other types of positions available 
within your organization.

1 realize not many people practice in this area, therefore 1 am willing to relocate 
where needed. I enjoy working with people, learning, researching all types of subjects, 
and traveling. 1 am familiar with the legal research tools of WestLaw and Lexis, the 
Internet, and several types of wordprocessors. Also, I will be taking a class on 
disabilities and the law which will focus on the Americans with Disabilities Act in the 
fall.

Although I am hearing and visually impaired, I do not consider myself 
handicapped. My condition has required that I learn to do some things differently in 
order to remain competitive with my classmates. For example, I use readers to keep up 
with the text in classes and adaptive software on my computer to do research and write 
papers. I believe this experience has given me a greater capacity to cope with difficult 
situations which require quick solutions. I think this skill is one that can serve me well 
any career I choose, but especially in a field that requires versatility.

I would greatly appreciate any information you can give me on HIV/AIDS 
litigation and how I might enter this particular field of law and other types of positions 
available. You may contact me at the above address, telephone number, or e-mail 
address. I have enclosed my resume to provide further background information on 
myself I would appreciate any recommendations you can make regarding classes I 
should take or other activities I should get involved in.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

fH/iS

Sincerely,

mnon Nettles



Shannon Nettles 
115 Mary Dr.

Weatherford, Texas 76086 
(817) 444-4814

Education:

Employment:

Organizations:

Achievements:

References:

Texas Tech University School of Law 
JD expected May 2000 

Sam Houston State University
BA Political Science & History 
Minor in English

Volunteer, Lubbock Rape Crisis Center 
Clerk for Doug Hudman 
Intern for Lubbock Country DA 
Volunteer, AIDS Rural Resource Center 

-Weatherford, Texas 
History Tutor for Sam Houston State 
Athletes
Volunteer, AIDS Outreach Center 
-Fort Worth, Texas
Volunteer, Tarrant County Democratic 
Headquarters
Decker, Jones, McMackin & Associates 
-Runner

August 1994-May 
1997 (Double Major)

Currently
Winter Break 1998 
Summer 1998 
Summer 1997

Fall 1996 
Summer 1994

Summer 1994

Summer 1992 and 
1993

Texas Commission for the Blind conferences-attended 
and served on panels
AIDS activist-addressed local school board, spoke with 
school board members, wrote articles for newspapers 
(school and local)-regarding AIDS education

Alpha Lambda Delta 
Pi Sigma Alpha

Elizabeth Schneider JD 
Texas Tech University 

School of Law 
1802 Hartford 
Lubbock, TX 79409

John Holcombe Ph D 
Sam Houston State University 
Dept of Political Science 
Box 2149
Huntsville, TX 77340

Charles Bubany JD
Texas Tech University School of Law
1802 Hartford
Lubbock, TX 79409



A Robert Neurath 
Biochemical Virology 
The New York Blood Center 
310 East 6ih Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Mr. Neurath: 

July 26, 1999 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your report on July 22nd about the new research being done 
by the New York Blood Center on the development of a microbicide (B 195) for the prevention 
of sexually transmitted diseases. It is always encouraging to hear of the tremendous efforts being 
undertaken by the scientific community to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and other STDs, 
which is a top priority of this Administration. 

I wish you the best of luck in future research on the B 195 cream and thank you for your 
commitment to stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS and other STDs, which take such a toll on our 
communities. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra L Thurman 
Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 

\ \NEWOPD\PNA \Corr\LETIERS\neurath.doc 



THE NEW YORK BLOOD CENTER 

310 E. 67TH ST.
NEW YORK, NY 10021

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

DATK: July 22, 1999

TO: Ms. Sandra L- Thurman
Director
National AIDS Policy Office 
808 17“’ St., 8“* floor 
Washington, DC 20006

FAX: 202-456-2438

FROM: A. Robert Neurath
Biochemical Virology

Fax No.: 212-570-3299
Tel No.: 212-570-3275
E-Mail: mcuralh(i:^.nvbc.c)re

RE: RESEARCII ON PREVENTION OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

TOTAL NO. OF PAGES (INCLUDING COVER SHEET)...14________ _____________

Dear Ms. Thurman:

We would like to bring your attention to our re.scarch on the development of a microbicidc (11195) for the 

prevention of sexually transmitted diseases.

in i>i viVo experiments using animal models, the 13195 cream: (1) had no irritating effects on vaginal tissues 
(rabbit model); (2) had pronounced antiviral activity in; (a) the mouse model for genital herpesvirus 
infection and (b) the monkey model for genital simian immunodeficiency virus infection. The B195 
formulation also inactivated several bacteria associated with bacterial vaginosis, a significant contributing 

factor to sexual transmission of HIV.

I am attaching a copy of our paper entitled "Design of a ’Microbicide’ for Prevention of Sexually I ransmitted 
Diseases Using ’inactive’ Pharmaceutical Excipients" which was just published in Biolof^icals, as well as a report

on B195.

Sincerely yours, '

A. Robert Neurath, Ph.D.
Member and Laboratory Head 
Biochemical Virology
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(HI

Design of a “Microbicide” for Prevention of 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases Using “Inactive’ 
Pharmaceutical Excipients

A. Robert Neurath*, Nathan Stride, Yun-Yao Li, Kang Lin and Shibo Jiang
I ho Ntiw York Blood Centor, 310 f. 6710 St, New York, NY 10021, U.S.A.

Abstract, fho human immunodeficitincy virus (I IIV-1) pandomic has been driven primarily t>y rhe sexual 
transmission of tho virus, and tacilitatod by prior infections with other sexually transmitted disoyye (STD) 
pathogens. Alttiough treatment of these SI Ds has been propo.sed as a means to ?ior.rroaae (he rate of HIV-1 
sexual transmission, preventive measures effective against both HIV-1 and other STD pathogens are 
expected to fiavo u larger impact. Ttiese measures include; topically applied mechatucal antj chemical (i.e. 
micrrjbicidal) harriers. Miorobicides of preforcnce should have a broad specificity against diverse STD 
pathogens and a well establistir.'d safety record. c(.)risidering their repeated use over decades. Here, we 
report that eellulose acetate pfitfmlate (CAP), an “iFiaetive" pharmaceutical excipient, commonly used in 
ttie production of enteric tablets and capsules: (1) lias aniiviral activity against HIV I and several herpr;s- 
viruses (HSV); and (2) when appropriately formulated, in rnicionized form, inactivates HIV-1. HSV-1, HSV-;^, 
cytomegalovirus. Neisseria gonorrhoeae. Irichvrr>unns vaginalis, I laemophilus ducreyi and Chlamydia 
trachomatis but does not affect Lactobacilli, components o( the natural vaginal flora contributing to 
resistance against STDs. Thus, the CAP formulations meet Itie criteria for preferred rTiiorobicides and 
warrant furtfior evaluation in vivo in humans.

t9 1999 The International Association for Blologicals

Introduction

Cmtihlo sexually transmitted di.sea.ses (STDs) of 
bacterifil otigin am the most common worklwido 
cause of illness with significant hen 1th, .social and 
economic oon.setuieticefl. They can lead to long-term, 
serious complications and seqmdat^. The estimated 
annual (1995) worldwide incidence of four major 
curable STDs, syphillis, gonorrhoeae, chlamydia 
and trichomoniasis, was about 330 million.' 
Another treatable STT), chancroid, a genital ulcera­
tive distiase caused by Haumophilus ducreyi, is com­
mon in developing countries in Africa, Asia and. 
Latin America wlierc its incidence may exceed that 
of syphillis.'' The proposed control measures for 
these STDs include: surveillance, laboratory diag­
nosis, syndromic management, data monitoring, 
treatment with antibaeterial agents, partner 
notification, and development of vaccinea. '”'^'

*To whom correspondence should be addressed; A. 
Robert NenniLh, Hiochemienl Virology Laboratory, The 
New York Blood (fenter, 310 K. 67th St, New York, NY 
10021, U.S.A.

1045 iorifl/99/OlOOl 1 I-1 i$;hi.oo/o

At least 20% of people in the United States have 
been infected with herposviru.s type 2 (HSV-2), 
which is usually transmitted .sexually and can cause 
recurreiit genital ulcers." ^ 'The prevalence of HSV-2 
infections is oven higher in some developing 
countries." Although the infectiuii is trcntable by 
antiviral drugs, efficacious long-term suppression 
of genital herpes is expensive.'' The probability of 
further spread of the virus by untreated people and 
asymptomatic carriers not receiving antiviral 
therapy i.S extremely high, considtiring the high 
prevalence of infections. (.Ither herpesviruses, 
including cytomegalovirus*" (HCMV), herpes­
virus 6,**' and herpesvirus 8,"* the causative agent of 
Kaposi’s sarcoma, lure also transmitted sexually.

The urgent need to prevent the transmi.ssion of 
STDs ha.s become highlighted by the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, resulting so far in infection of ■'■ 42 mil­
lion people and in ~12 million deaths.''’ The facts 
that HIV infections arc not curable as of now, have 
become the leading cause of death among young 
adults and in dncreiused life expectancy in a number 
f)f euunlries, and the observation that several

(O U)iW The hiLeituVi.ion.il Aiwoeiutioii Cof KioloKiciiila
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A. R. Naurath et al.

non-vinil HTUs facilitfitc HiV infection, have 
furtiier omphnaized the ptvasititf need fi)i‘ new 
preventive npproiiellea.

'['lie use, of chemical harrier methods (tr»pi<‘«l 
‘'iiucrobu’ides”) mirlcir women's control has been pro­
posed ns a method to control the aexu.nl transiiils.sion 
of HlV-1 and other STDa,''"’ The faatofit way to intro­
duce topical microbicidea into ptuotioe appeared to 
be the application of over-the-counter (0'l’(.:) c.ontra- 
ceptivea oontnining the determent nonoxytiol-t) (N-9). 
N-9 was shown to inactivate in vUro HSV-
2'” and Chlamydia trac/iomfiti.i.'” N-9 was also found 
to h<; cytotoxic. This approach se<ms to be hampmed 
by clinical data au^t^estinK the adverse effects of 
some N-9 formulations*'' ** and lack of efficacy In 
fl(;creasing thi! rale of heterosexual HIV-1, t'onor- 
rho(iae and chlamydia transmission by one of the N-'J 
formulation.^.'’ This indicates that other micro­
bicidal compounds have to be to.sted as prophylactic 
agents aijainst IIIV-1 and other STDs.

Since efflcaoions topical “microbicides” would he 
expocliid to be used repeatedly over decades, they 
should have an eatablisliecl safety record and should 
prefernhly not he spread systeniically after topiiail 
applicntion. Thf'y should: (1) be inexpensive; (2) be 
produced from widely available resource,s; (T) have a 
hroad specificity resulting in prevention of trans­
mission of several STDs; and (4) inactivate the 
infectivity of the respective STD pnthoyeiis, In 
accordance with these requirements, we recently 
devtdoped a potent anti-HIV and anti-herpesviruu 
anent, .suitable for incorporation into topical 
Bels/creams.*'’ by chemical modilication with 
.?-hy(lroxypht.h;ilic anhydride of the bovine milk 
protein, /Mactoglobulin. The disadvantage of thi.s 
antiviral compound has been the luck of activity 
against bacterial STD pathogens (uxipubliRhed 
data). Kor this reason, we continued our (.effort to 
develop a topical microhicide from inexpensive, 
widely available resources. Here, we present th<; 
ro.sulLb of this effort, leading to a broad .spectrum 
formulation consisting solely of {iharmaccntical 
excipients with well established safety records, 
Some of the results presented here were briefly 
summarized under the code name RL95 at the L2th 
World AIDS Conference.*"

Materials and methods

Maasuromant of anti-HIV-1 activity
All compounds (concentration range: 15 6 to

l()00,ug/ml) were first screened for anli-HlV-l

activity by measuring the inhibition of hi.sion 
between HTV-l inflicted and uninfected cells.’
In this assay. HtV-1 11111 infected H9 cells 
wore lubelleii by 2', 7'-bis-(2-carhoxyethyl)-5-6- 
carboxyfluorescein acotoxymethyl ester 
Molecular Probes, Fnc,, F.ugene, UR) according to 
the manufacturer's instructions. BCKClF-labcllod 
H'J/HIV-1 IlIB cells (l.n'’) were mixed with 1 x lO'’ 
uiiinfeotcrl MT-2 cells. After incubation in a !)6-well 
plate at :f7°C for 2 h, the fused and unfused labelled 
cells were counted under an inverted fluorescence 
inicroscojje at x l(!0 magnilication. Al least 200 
RCECF-lahclIed cells were counted and the pro­
portion of fused cells was dctcniiinecl. These tc.st.s 
were carried out in the' prc.scncc and absence of 
graded quantities of compounds to be screened.

The anti-HlV-l activity of the two compounds 
giving positive results in the prescreening tests, 
namely (udlulose acetate i>hthalate (CAP) and 
hydroxypropyl methylceilulose phthalate (HPMCI’), 
was further tested and (piantitatcd by the following 
additional tests: (1) inhibition of the cytopathic 
liffecL (epe); and (2) inhibition of production of the 
HJV-I nucleocapsid antigen (p24). ” MT-2 cells (10’) 
in 96-wnll plates were infected with lIIV-1 (a dose 
sufficient to accomplish a multiplicity of infection of 
O-OOlfi) in 200,al <jf RI’M) 1040 medium supplemented 
with 10% (v/v) fetal bovine serum (PBS). After I b 
and 24 h, respectively, half of the culture medium 
was changed and replaced by fresh medium. On the 
fourth day after incubation at .’jy-C, 100/il of. cidturc 
supernatants were collected from each well and an 
equal volume of fresh medium was added to the 
wells. The collected supernatants were mixed with 
an equal volume of .5% (v/v) Triton X-100 and 
assayed for p24 antigen using an KUSA kit from 
Coulter Immunology (Hialeah, FL). On the sixth day 
after infection, an indicator XTT Totrazolium Dye 
(1 mg/ml; 5()//l/wcll; PolySciences, Inc,, Warrington, 
PA) was added to the cells. After 4 h, intracellular 
formazan formation was dotormined colorotuetri- 
cally at 450 nm following the procedure described by 
Weialow H a/.''* and the percentage of epe was 
calculated. The negative control corresponded to 
cells mixed with culture medium, instead of TlIV-1, 
while the positive control represented cells mixed 
with HlV-1 in the absence of the compounds. 'I’he 
cytotoxicity of the compounds for uninfected colls 
was measured using the same methodology.

Mcitsijrament of aniiviral activity againat harpesviruacs
The antiviral activity of the selected compound, 

CAP, against several hcrpesviru.ses was also
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Design of a "miorobiclde” for prevention of STDs

detorminofi. 'I’hc? nativity iifjninst herpesvirus typos I 
and 2 (IISV-L and ilSV-2) was leaLod as I'ollowa. 
Five-)nindn^(l mierolitrcis of appropriate <'.AP dilu- 
lions in K;i|^l(.'’s Miniirnun I'issential Medium 
(EMKM) w('re miyed with an equal vnlum<! of appro­
priately dilntod infoetimii:; HHV-I or HHV-2. 'I'he 
mixture was added to ELVIS HSV cells ill 2d-well 
plates. 'I'he ELVIS colls, as well as the media u.sed 
were provided by DiaKiiostic Hybrids, Iiic. (Athens, 
Oil). ELVIS cells are derived by selection of 
Geneticin ((1418: Sigma, St Louis, MO) resistant 
colonies, following contmnsfcction r.)f baby hamster 
kidney oeUe with a plasmid which cont,nin,s n (.1418 
antibiotic rosist;anco marker and a plasmid which, 
ixmlanib an K. coh l^ac'/, gone placed behind an 
inducible IlSV promotor. 'I'lie promoter is from the 
HSV-1 genu .segiiiunl winch encodes ICI’6
the large .snhnnit of ribonucleotide reductase. This 
[iromotef has a numher of feattires which make it 
ideal lor the detection of HSV; (1) there is no 
constitutive expres.sinn from this promoter in un­
infected cells; (2) a(;tivation of the promoter appears 
to be spct’ihc for HSV; (.1) expression from this 
promoter occurs within hours after infection; (4) 
this (iromoter i.y strongly tran.sact.ivatcd hy the 
virioa-fissociated transactivator protein VPIfi. As 
early as 6 h after infection, HSV-infected cells can 
b(' detected by measurement of //-RaJ.actosidase 
(/i-gal) activity." Twenty-four hours after infection 
in the presence or ahsence of graded quantiUes of 
CAP, the ELVIS cells were lysed with 1% (v/v) 
Triton X-lOO and //-gal in the cell lysates was deter­
mined by an ELISA kit from S' T, Inc. (Boulder, 
CO). Thi.s ELISA kit is capable of detecting and 
quantitating picogram levcLs of E. coli //-gal protein. 
The im?thod is based on detection of the //-gal pro­
tein rather than of enzymatic activity, //-gal from E. 
roll is a tetrameric enzyino composed of four identi­
cal subunits. The individual suhunils do nut exhibit 
enzyme activity and are therefore not detectahlo hy 
standard enzyme activity ;.i.s,say.s. The S' -► !)' //-gal 
ELISA kit ovureornea this limitation by detecting 
the actual protein that is expressed.

Alternatively, antiviral activity again.st IISV-1 
was measured using HSV vgClA, a recombinunt 
virus in which the oxprc.s.sion of//-gal is under the 
control of the HSV-1 late gene g(?- rognliitory 
region.In this test, r>0/il of MEM tissue culture 
medium containing 5% FBS and graded concen­
trations of CAP was mixed with 100 /il of Vero cells 
in thi! same FBS-containiiig medium (TO*’ ccMs/ml) 
for 30 min at 25''(.T Subsequently. 50/rl of HSV 
vgCL5. at a dilution sufHcienl to infect approxi­

mately 50"/i of cells, as diitermincd hy in rUu stain­
ing for//-gal, was addl'd and the mixture was placed 
into wells of f-Ki-well plalos. After incubation at 37'’C 
for 24 h, the cells were either irnmudlately lysed or 
frozen for 1 to 5 days for storage and subsequently 
lysed by adding to the celLs and medium, ,50/il 
of 2-5% (v/v) Triton. X-lOO, containing protease 
inhibitoiH (PMSF, leupeptin and pepsLatin, all at 
10/ig/ml), //-gal in the ly.sed preparations wa.s 
detected by the RldSA kit from 5' ►3'.

IiiliiluLory activity agailiat human cytomegalo­
virus (IICMV) was measured using the HGMV 
strain RC-25() (ATCti Vli-2538), a recombinant of 
IISMV Towne contaLfling the E. coli La<:7, gene.'^ 
The inhibitory ell’ect on replication of the //-gal 
expressing MCM V RG-25<) was measured under c.on- 
ditions similar to thoae described for HSV vgCl.-l, 
except that the cell-virus mixtures were kept for 
48 h at 37"(J before mca.suring /./-gal levels, and 
human foreskin (ihrohlasL (HFF) cells wei-e used.

Formukitiori of CAP

The following properties of CAP di(;t.atcd its 
formulation: (1) low solubility in aqueous solutions 
at pH<6;"‘'’ (2) hydrolysis during storage in aqueous 
solutions at mom temperature; and (.3) .solubility in 
sevi'rnl biocompatihle organic .solvents, for 
example, propylene carbonate, propylene glycol and 
polyethylene glycol, from which CAP precipit.ati's 
upon contact with aqueous solvents (own unpuh- 
lish(.id data), 'I’o avoid thc-se problems, a formulation 
of micronized CAP in glycerol (in which CAP is not 
soluble), was prepared. A preparation of micronized 
CAl' (Aquateric containing GO-73% of CAP, a 
polyoxyothylene-polyoxypropylene block eopolymiir 
and liistilled acety luted monoglyeeride.s, used in 
aqueous media as an enteric film-coating liquid 
[EMC Corporation, Philadelphia, PAJ) (15-9 g) was 
tuixecl with glycerol (70'2 g), and polyvinylpyrro­
lidone K-30 (Spectrum Quality Products, Inc., New 
Brunswick, NJ) (11-1 g) and crospovidone NF (ISP 
Technologies, Inc., Wayne, NJ) (2 8 g) were added in 
order to maintain the micronized CAP in suspension 
(^formulation I). Another formulation (II) was 
prepared hy replacing polyvinylpyrrolitlone-t- 
crospovidone with colloidal silicon dioxide M-5P 
(Cal)ot Corp., Cah-tJ-Sil Division, 'I'uscola, IL), an 
excipient with an established use in vaginal prep- 
urations’'**. This formulation eontained 2:f7 g 
Aquateric and 7-89 g silica per 100 g glycerol. All 
(.ximponents of the.se two formulations were IISP 
grade and have been approved for human medicinal 
usc,^*'
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A. R. Neurath ot a/-

Inaciivarion of several noxually Iransmitlod pathogonn 
by CAH formulations

To sLudy thi! tiftoot, of formulaLod CAl' on HIV-I. 
HSV I, HSV2 and IICMV, the rospectivo virus 
suupensions worn mixed with an eiuia) volume of l.lm 
CAP tbrmuliitions (each [ire-wariTu:d at :.17"C). After 
incnbiiLum for 5 mm at 37”C. the suspimsiona wore 
filtered Lliroiigh a 045,um filter and siibsuquontly 
centrifuged to remover formuliited CAP in the pclhrt. 
d'ho aupernaUuit fluids were tested for virus infoe- 
Livity. 'I'his separation eould not be aceomplibhed 
usinf' funnulation If and the eoiresponding virus 
CAP formulation mixtures were tested direcrtly fur 
virus infeetivity, In control exptrriments, formu­
lations lacking' CAP (- AqufiLuric) mixed with the 
respective virus preparaliuiid and THS (O' Id m NaCl, 
O'OLm phosphate pH 7 2) mixed with virus wer<r 
used, rtrspeclively. Serinl two-fold dilutions of the 
respective virus preparations were tested for HIV-1 
and herpesvirus inhretivity, ns deserihed ahov(r. In 
some expcrrinients, seininnl fluitl (0 (> ml; provided hy 
New Flngland Immunology Asnoeiates, Cambridge. 
MA) or whole human heparinixed blood (O i l ml) 
were added to the CAP formulation (L ml), followed 
l),y addition of vims (I ml), in order to evaluate tlndr 
elfeet on virus insetivation.

To clet(',rmine whether or not the CAP (ormu 
lations affect the integrity of HlV-1, a preparation of 
purified virus (strain IIIB; 5/tl; I 52 x lo"’ vims 
particles/ml; Ailvatiecd Bioteehnologies, Columbia. 
MD) was mixed with 45/il of 0 14 m NaCl and 50/d of 
the respective CAP formulation, each prewarmed to 
57”C. After 5 min at 37”C, 400/zl of U'14 m NaCl were 
added and the mixture was filtered through a 
0 45-/im filter prewnshed with 014 m NaCl, OOl m 
'IVis pH 7-2, 0-02 M NaNg (TS), Serial 5-fold dilution.^ 
of the filtrate were tested by ELISA for the i>24 
antigen, as described above. In control experiments, 
cither untreated HIV-1 TTIB or virus treated with 
the detergent NP40 (final concentration 5 mg/ml; 
5 min at 37°C) were equally diluted and tested for 
the p24 antigen. Similar expt^rimeilts were done 
with CAP formulations in the presence of seminal 
fiuid or whole human blood (proportions given 
above). When whole blood was added to the formu­
lation, the diluted virus preparations were centri­
fuged at 2000 X g for 5 min before filtration through 
0'45pm filters.

To test the (dTeCt of formulation I on distinct 
haeterial STD pathogens and IxitUobadUi, respect­
ively, equal volumes of the formulation and a sus­
pension of bacteria (LO*^ to 10"* cells/ml in 014 M

NaCl) were mixed and ineuhaUid at ;17°C lor cither ,5 
or 15 min. Sub.sequenLly, 50/d of 0 411m Na,P(),. 
12H./) were addi^i per I ml of the suspension. After 
5 min nt room temperature and interrmUenl mixing, 
th(! iieutrali'iied su.siamsions were serially diluted 
10-fold in PHS or appropriati; broth medio. A 20-,al 
volume of eo<ih dilution wa.s inoeiilatecl per well nl a 
microHLre plate containing growth media or onto 
the approprioto agar plate and incubated under 
appropriate condiHons to moniLor bacterial growth- 
included with each experiment wo.s a positive anti­
biotic control to demonstrate inhibition of bactenal 
growth Olid a control without the tormulotion or 
antibiotic to monitor the growth ul. the bacteria.

'rho bacterial strains, the corresponding growth 
riiedin and the control antibioties used were: 
lAicUibacUluH critipatuft, ATCC 33820 (1-actobncillus 
broth; tetracycline 0-5 to 64//g/ml); Ndnaeria gonor- 
rhocae, A'l'CC 40228 (CC media (Recton Dickinson 
Microbiology Systems, Sparks, MD] supplemented 
with 500//I of a 2% hemoglobin .stock and 10 ml 
<jf Isovitolex (BtfCton Dickin.son Microbiology 
Sy.steinsl per litre of media; Ceftriaxone at 0 00,5 to 
0128/ig/ml); Ihienuiphilus ducreyi, A'l'CC 33940 
(Revised Dneroyi Medium (A’l'I.lC Culture Modiurii 
1724) supplemented with 10"/) l‘'RS (Life Icch- 
nologies, Cailhersburg, MD) and 1% Tsovitalex; 
'I'etriicycMne O'125 to 64/ig/mll; and Trichomonas 
uaginalis, ATCC 30092 (Modified Fuji media;' 
metronidazole 1 to 128/ig/rnl).

The guidelines established by the Environmental 
Protection Agency''" wen' followed to study the 
elfecl of formulation I on Chlamydia irachornatis 
(strain 1-OV type HI; ATCC VR-903). After incu­
bation with the formulation and neutralization, the 
preparation was diluted in DM EM growth media 
containing 3'6 mM i.-glutamine, 45,«g/ml gentamicin 
and 8-9% FBS. and serial 10-fold dilutions were 
prepared. The dilutions were mlded to McCoy cell 
monolayers (A'l'CC CKL Ki9H) and the infeetiun was 
dcLertniniid by mic.ruscopie observation of epe, or by- 
staining of Inclusion or elementary b<idies by iodine 
staining after 7 days incubation at 37'’C with 5% 
COg.

Results

Screening of "inactive"ptunmacvutical excipienta tor 
cinti-HIV-1 activity

Phiirmaceutical excipient.s,'''' except compounds 
insoluble in water, detergents and oxidizing agents, 
were screened for anti-HIV-1 activity by an assay
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Table 1. PhiirmaceuLical excipieni'.s trusted for imLi-dlV-l artivity

('olluloHt! iUKilale phthulato Kydmxypmpyl mothyloolluloeo phthaUito

Inliibition of IIIV l Iiifoction
RDso* * KD 

O'K/ml)
Ki.),^,* -L sn 

UmlmV)
ED^,* KSD EU.j,* i SI) 

(//K/ial)

p2'l I’rodutiliori 
cpt'
(loll Euaioil

2 i>4±() Ifi 
;) rtfl±o 74 

51.'in t- 1

'P7t) I 1. ur. 
7 02 + I «(.; 

94fif)±,')l2

4 7«± I 20 
7'79 ± 1 '30 

b8-;i0 + U'48

8'8(i I 11).
I 5 G2 ^-7 (11 

107 :32 ± 32 fif>

Plfoctivi! doau(a) for bOVo (f)0%) itiliihiUoii of HIV l mediated p'2'l produo.t.ion, cpo unci coll fusion.

*... •- ■ »•

l ____ L_
2500 10 OIKI

CAP crmi’nril.ratloi-i ((LR/ml)

l''il(urc 1. Inlidntory Hfloct of CAP on infool.lon nfca'lla by 
IlSV-l (•) and HSV 2 (t.i)- VirtiH propnrntions were teeted 
for mfectiviLy uHini' n readout .syetem IihhucI mi quaiitita- 
Lion 1)1'//galaftoHiibiHe (iibsorlmncc at <lL0nm).

moa.sui'inR fuHion between infected and uninfected 
cells. Only two (;<)iiipound.s, celluluse acetate phtha- 
late {CAP) and hydmxypmpyl methylcdlulose 
phthalatn (HPMCP), had inhibitory activity. 
Another polymeric pfithalate, vinyl acetate phtha- 
late, liad no inhibitory activity. Other celluloije 
(ierivativos, for example, carboxyinnt.hymethylcellu- 
ln.se, also laekiid activity. The two seb'cted coin- 
pminda, CAP and HPMCP, aluo inhibited fllV-l 
infection, as measured by inhibition of epe and of 
production of the IIIV-.1 nucleocap.sid antigen p24 
(Table 1). The two compounds were not toxic for 
uninfected cells at concentrations si; 250(1/ig/ml. 
Since the anti-HIV'L activity of CAP was better 
than that of HPIVK.IP, the first compound was 
■selected for further studios.

Since herpesvirUiSes are also frequently tran.smit- 
ted .sexually, it was of interiLst to determine whether 
CAP might also inhibit infection by these virii,se.s. 
Herpesvirus type 1 (IISV-l) and typo 2 (IlflV-2) were

,_JIL___ I . . I I 1.1 ...1.
9,7.5 U»..5 :in 7« 156 .ll.T 625 12.50 2600 5000

CAP concont.ration (ng/ml)

Figure 2. Inhibitory iilfect of (;iAI:’ on Infeetimi of cells by 
HCMV, 11(.’-M.V pmiluei.loti was iiiiaisurcd using a readout 
Hysteio basitd on quantit.'ition of//-galncS.oHidusc (iib.sorb- 
aiu.‘o at dIO nm)

selected to test this possibility. KesulLs sutninari/,ed 
in Figure 1 indicate that CAP inhibited infection by 
both H.SV-1 and HSV 2. Similarly, CIAP inhibited 
infection by HCMV (Fig, 2),

ViaiCid.'il activity of CAP formutulions
Mixing forinulations I or II with an equal volume 

of a suspension of infectious HlV-1 for 5 min at ;37"C 
resulted in inactivation of the virus (Fig. 3). Using 
purified flfV-1, it was possible to .show that this 
t.roatmcnt resulted in disintegration of HIV L 
particles measurable by the release of the nucleo- 
capsid antigen p24 (Fig. 4). 'I’he CAP formulation 
was as elfcetive a.s the detergent NP40 in releas­
ing the nucleocapsid antigen from virus particles, 
Similar results were obtained when seminal fluid 
or whole blood wore added to the HIV-CAP 
formulation mixtures (Fig, 5).

Tho formulations also inactivated the infretivity 
of HSV-1 and HSV-2 (Fig. 6), Similar results 
were obtained using HCMV (Fig. 7). Addition of 
seminal fluid or whole blood to the CAP formulation
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T<’^^^ut•e a. Iiiactiviiiion o(' HIV I iiifcctiviiy liy 
with CAP Fnrmu]atii>ti I for 5 min m1. 87'C, :ih iiuMsunxl by 
l.roclmition of Uio ii24 mmlrruoapHid iintiBun in oolls 
t'xtwseii Uj original infeotlouu vlrun (poKilivo control) (i )) 
nnd virus tre-rttcd wlLli CAf forrmilntion 1 (•). Simlbir 
reHults wore obl.niiiod with formulutinn II (dnin not 
«liown).

.1____  I ------- 1

a 1.6

1.2

.... I ...._. 1.. T ..
10 " 10 " 

niV 1 dilulion
Fi{{ur« 5. Disintc'i'mtion ol' purilit'd IllV-l by tnaitmi'nl, 
with CAP formulation I for 5 ...in at :i7“C in the pr.'H.aicc 
of nominal Iluid (•) and whole blood (A) icspectivoly I'or 
further dctallK, nco lege.id to Figure 4. Slmibn 
wlm’o ohtiiincd with fonnulatlon ll, (■), untronted HlV l, 
(□), NP'lO-trciitod lIlV-1.

a 0.8

I 0.4

. —A- ---A-------- ^

/

.y'

HTV-1 dilution
Figure 4. Diaintegiiition of puriKed HlV-1 l>y treatmont 
with CAP formulntion 1 for 5 .nin at :17"C, as rnmiHured iiy 
the folcaae from virus particles of the nucleoc.apsiil unti- 
gen p24. Renal dilutionfi of untreated <■) and CAP 
formulation 1-Lrcnted HIV-1 (A) were tested for p24 hy 
ELISA As a positive control, liIV-1 treale.l with the 
ilctergent NP40 wae also tested (•). The rewiiltfl obtained 
with CAF formulation 1 and NP40 were identical and 
indicateil a ~ 100-fold increase of releaaed p24 antigen. a» 
compared to bai:kgronn<l levela correaponding to 
untreated virus. Similar reaults were obtai.ied with 
formulation II (<lata not nhown).

(Ji.i not interferw with ita virua-Lnactivatinf' iimper- 
ties under the conditions used (data nut shown), 
indicatiriB that the microbicidi.il potential of CAP

-S''’

Virus, dihiliim
Figure 6. Inactivation of URV-l an.) HSV-2 by CAP for­
mulation 1. ViruH preparations were mixed l;1 with CAP 
formulation 1 for o min at :i7"C, Serial d.luUons oi th.' 
virus preparations were tested tor .nfectivity using 
readout system bused on uuantitatiun of /CgalactoHidasi 
(absorbance at 410 nm). Si.nilar results were obtu.ner 
with formulation II (data not .shown), (■), control HSV-1 
(ri). treated HSV-I; (A), control HSV 2; (A), treutci 
HSV-2,

will be maintained undiir analogous conditium 
in vivo.

Bactoricidal activity oi formulated CAF
CAP formuliition I was tested Cor its innetivatini 

effect on the sexually transmitted pathogen 
Chlamydia trachomaUii, Trichntmman vagmalu 
NiiinHdfia gonviThoi’ac, Hanmuphiliuf ducreyi and n 
LactobO'dllus criHpalUft. Results shown in Table 
indicate that all haeteria, except LaclohaciUn
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sS^

Vir\iH diliitioii

Figure 7. (rmctivHtion of CMV by CAF rormulution I.. 
ViruH proparations were mixed l;l with CAP formulation 
1 for 5 min h1. .'iT'C. HHrijil clilul.iimH of the vinm (ireji- 
HfuLiotiH were tested for infcctivity using a readout system 
based on (luantitution of /f-galactoeidase (tibsorbunee at 
410 nm), Similur rueults were obtained with fortiiulaUtm TI 
(data not shown) (•), eontrol CMV; (O), treated CMV.

crispatus, lost the ciipaeity to replieate after expo- 
Hiire to the CAP formulation. The activity of the 
fonmilntion against Trcputiema pallidum was tiut 
tested because of the unavailability of appropriate 
m vitro assays. Thus, the formulation was active 
Mgnm.st 4 major noH’viral STD pathogens but did 
not affect I,actobacilli, an (;s.«!ontinl cromponent of 
the normal vaginal flora.

Discussion

The HIV pandemic is sustained and progressing 
predominantly due to sexual transmission of thn 
virusfacilitated by prior infection with other STD 
pathogens.**’ Treatment of STDs (other than HfV) 
was found to be a feasible and economically justi­
fiable approach to decreasing the rate of HIV-1 
transmission.*' *** However, this beneficial approach 
i.s not .sufficient to control the spread of STDs, 
including HlV-1. In the absence of prophylactic 
vaccines against STD piithogens and HIV in the 
foreseeable future and of safe anti-HIV-1 drugs 
all'nrdnhle in developing countries, other simple 
mcthod.s to control the sexual transmission of STDs 
and HIV-1 must be applied. This includes meohan- 
ica) (condom.s) and chemical barrier methods and 
their combinations. Formulation of spermicides 
shown in vitro to inactivate STD pathogens”’ 
have beer considered for this purpose, but based on 
the outcome of clinical safety and efficacy trials, 
their utility remains in do\ibt, Con.sidering the 
urgency in controlling the HIV epidemic, the rapid 
development of other microbicidal formulntions is

needed. The introduetion of such microl)icide for­
mulations into practice would be significantly 
enhanced hy using active ingredients with an 
already (\stahlisherl safety record for human Use. To 
scnrcli for such compoumis, criteria distinct from 
those applied to screening tor anti-HIV-1 drugs hav(' 
to he used, raising the possibility that promising 
niLcrobicides with anti-HlV-1 activity may hav(> 
been missed during extensive screening for them 
peutlc :inti-HTV-l compounds. The criteria for selec­
tion of anti-HlV-l mlcrobicides, as compared with 
those for therapeutic anti-HIV drugs, can he sum­
marised as follows; (i) undesirability of systemic 
•sprcail leading to preferred consideration of high 
molecular weight compounds (M„ < 2 kDa) active 
selectively at the site of application; (2) high d(>gre(' 
of safety and lack of side; elfects (duo to repeated use 
by healthy people as compared with the use of 
therapeutic anti-IIIV-l drugs by already infected 
individuals), the safety being augmenteil by th(? lack 
of systemic spread; (.H) consideration of compounds 
with l()W(!r specific antiviral activity which c;.ui be 
compensated for by higher concentrations <.»f the 
compounds with estnhli.shcid safety; (4) activity 
directed to early steps in infection and, preferably, 
direct pathogen inactivation, ns implied by the term 
“microbicidn"; and (fi) ahundnnt source and low 
cost.

Compounds meeting at Ica.st some of these criteria 
are: (1) sulfated polysaccharides*® and other sul- 
fonnted polymers*' (however, the virucidal and hac 
tericidal activity of these compounds has not been 
established and their activity is astrribed to their 
ability to interact with target cells to inhibit virus 
entry*^'*"); and (2) protegrins which hav<; broad 
spectrum activity against bacteria and enveloped 
viruses,*® hut also have; undesirable activity 
agaimst Lactobacilli and their application may have 
ecunoniical disadvantages, as compared with that of 
sulfated polymers or CAP.

To search for a microbicido(s) meeting the criteria 
listed above, “inactive” pharmaceutical excipi­
ents®'’ were first screened for antiviral activity 
against MIV-L, the primary STD target of interest. 
Of the compounds tested, only two had anti-HIV-1 
activity, CAP and HPMCP. CAP, because of its 
more potent onti-HlV-1 activity, was selected for 
further studies and development. CAP i.s commonly 
used as an enteric film coating material or as a 
matrix binder for tablets and capsules. Its safety has 
been extensively studied and it has been shown to 
be free of adverse effects. Vaginal irritation tests in 
the rabbit model further confirmed its .safety
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(unpul)liMh(i<l duli.i)' CAl' is a high muleculrtf weight, 
compoiirul (M„ ~6(H)()0), indicating that if topi­
cally applied, it will not spread systeniically. The 
likelihood of CAl’ sprcsiid heyotid the site of appli­
cation has b('('n furthur decreased hy using it nut in 
a soluble hut in a niicronized form in thu fmal 
Ibrmo lilt ions developed.

To explore the poHsiliility that CAI' might be 
active iigiiinst other S't'O pathogenu, its activity 
against lltiV-L and HSV-2 was iiieauurod and the 
eompound wiia found to hi; ai^tive against both, 
viruses. Further cxti^nsive ettort was diivoted to the 
design of optimiil CAF form n bit ions (data to he 
published elsewhere) and selected formulations 
were; then tested for their eftect on HTV, herpes­
viruses and other S'l’D piithogens. The results 
of these tests Lndicatial that the formulation in­
activates lIlV-1, several herpesviruses, including 
HSV-2, and Chlamydia trachomatis, Nfiisscria 
f’onorrhoaac, HaemophUus ducreyi arid I'rich.onionas 
vaginalis. On the other hand, the formulation did 
not appear to alieet the viability of Lactobacilli 
which iiri; essential components of the nntiiral 
vaginal flora important for resistance against some 
STD pathogi-ns.'"’''^ Preliminary nssults indicated that 
the foriiuilation did not affect the infoetivity of 
papillomaviruses (M.K. Howett, personal communi­
cation), another .STD pathogen, involved in cervical 
cancer.Further studies would he required to 
define the mechanism of action of CAP against these 
distinct pathogen.s. 'I'hc; hydrophobic nature of the 
phthalfite residues on the CAP polymer is probably 
essential for this activity since many other cellulose 
derivatives tested lacked both atiti-HlV-1. and 
anti-herpes virus activity.

In conclusion, the screening of “IriacLive” phar­
maceutical excipients for anti-HlV-l activity ulti­
mately resulted in the development of microbicide 
formulutions with broad activity against distinct 
.STD pathogens. The formulations are now being 
evaluated for efficacy in the SIV/inonkey and [ISV- 
2/mouse models for prevention of vaginal infection 
and should he eonsiderod for efRcacy trials in 
humans.
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Eliaby Kamajibindu 
C/O Mazuba Investment 

PO Box 510378 
Chipata, Zambia 

Dear Mr. Kamajibindu: 

July 26, 1999 

Thank you for your letter dated June 21, 1999. During my recent travels in sub-Saharan Africa, 
including Zambia, I had the chance to witness first hand the need for well-trained medical 
professionals. I commend you for your interest in and determination to provide medical care to 
your fellow citizens. 

Unfortunately, the Office of National AIDS Policy cannot offer direct financial assistance or 
sponsorships to individuals. I understand the high cost of education and encourage you to pursue 

other funding sources. You might investigate financial aid options local businesses, churches, or 
foundations may offer. 

It is my sincere hope that the advocacy I do in Washington, D.C. and around the world will lead 
to greater awareness of HIV/AIDS, increased research, and more funding for important work like 
yours. I wish you the best of luck in attaining the funding you need to attend school in Tanzania 
and thank you for your commitment to providing care for the many in need in Zambia. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra L. Thurman 
Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 

\\NEWOPD\PNA\Corr\Letters to Africa\Kamajibindu.doc 



C/0,Mazuba Investment 
P. 0. BOX 510378 
CHIPATA, ZAMBIA

21st June, 1999.

ATT: Sandra L. Thurman
The Director
Office of National AIDS Policy 
The White House,
Washington, U. S. A.

Dear Madam,

REF: INSTITUTION SPONSORSHIP.

I thank you very much for your mail 19th May 1999.

I am humbly asking for your sponsorship Inview that our medical Director 
Dr Osorio A. of Mwami Mission Hospital has written to you a letter of 
recommendation seeking institution help for the 2 years study in Tanzania 
in the faculty of medicine and sugery.

Could you kindly consider this request by our medical Director Dr Osorio A. 
This Hospital is always under staffed and your assistance will highly be 
appreciated. This course is well designed to take up both medical and surgical 
operation and very suitable for this hospital.

We look forward to your klndlest help. And thank you in advance.

Yours faithfully.

Eliaby Kamajibindu.



KCMCS
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre

/in CK4tciutCoK 9^ (4c ^ooiC 'poundcUioH

All cui respondonci's should ho 
Addrossod to tho Diroi..lor.

■i our Kol.:
OurRof.: SAMO/T.6

A.M.O. SCHOOL

P. O. Box 3010, Moshi, 1 >1 n/.i n 1.1 
Tolephono 253-5'3-313r7,' S’ 
l-Aix: 255-55-3-13S1
PnicMl: IHU.M LRoMAlAoSd',

2.?- Cl - 0'“/

.(?.od,^-s..&a5A..S'...... *

i:
R£: ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICER COURSE

Your letoer dated . ,P.^. 7. P?. .A ./f/. concerning the above 

subject refers.
The next intake for the AMO course will be October, 1999. 

The duration of the course is two academic years.

The following is the breakdown of the fees which a student 
is expected to meet if accepted:-

:1st year 2nd year
1. Accommodation US3? : 660 660
2. Tuition fees us^.^ 1800 1800
3. Examinations 150 150
k. Registration ■ us$fe-^ 50 -
5. Caution money us$ 20 -
6. Field work/research USJ - 885
7. Certificate us$ - 20

Total us$^ 2680 3515
sssssacs

Please note that living expejises is not included in the 
breakdown and is the responsibility of the individual student 
with his/her sponsor.

All the '.noneys are paid in US dollars or any convertible 
foreign currency.



- 2 -

The sponsor can pay all the teoo r.4- 
covering tne first and the sec^f vLr USS

annual fees which^^h^* i a Poc
school autliority before the confirmed by thr
otocly. student starts/continues with his/her

•4

sponsor for^the'^coSJSe."""" to enable you look for a

further information^you^m|y'^^e|/^ touch with us again for ,

With best personal regards.

EJM/ smp

hi A-

Dr. E.J. Masenga,
principal,
A.M,0. SCHOOL

■)0L5:o k
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,,,, ,,v J-\J'I\) J-\D VE i'rr J-S�,. rl C)S p rr J-\l 
PRIVATE BAG 5, CHIPATA. ZA�4BIA. AFRICA 

j 
' TELEPHONE: (062) 21080 �(Y<: (062) 211)80 

'! 

·· ·--··:-::: .. =- =======================

RE: ELiABY KAMAJIBINOU 40YRS 

ir11.i, 1> to n"co111miond i'.he above rnentio ·d rvHnP trir· 11r)urnd111,::i lnr :-:,,-_, '·-'"!; .. ,·: 
i 11·" (:i,,,c I dr•<·· i.,:-:, t·,f·' i'. r·:-: 1 f'!F'd 'i Or·" 

H,, w(;r-�.ed ir1 niir ir1'•,i.1 i .. uL.ion fnJrn Seot_ 1.99? i.c, Sr--•11i. l<i';;;.; :: ''.1·,:1n; r i :r11 
, iii 1-:.:er· H,,, ,.�,c•r1i. i.n ,'l:::tuan for· i months tr·ain:iJlll oi Communi i..v ii 1··',1 i U1 .. 1:1 ,, 1, 
d.11c.i r·p1.dr·:·•nuuioc;v Mi1r,.·h 1.996 to Sept. �'SO_ 1996_ 

No iei.l:.er· or ;-·ecord of misdemeanor· in his -�ile ,:Hid he r1c-:>,c.; t:,r--,,!n d qp,�ai:. h,�iri 
;-rnci ,·{i;s1si.dnr:c i.n the wor-k at Mwami Hospital. His contr·ibui.ion i.o Mv,krnn c:�t1 
noi. t)P i u ii v mr·:'i'l:�11n':!d but it w:i 11 alwavs be n:>rnemhenod. 

/,,111 :, ht I U1l 11 i i. v , 

/ Mw.�mi Adventist Hosoi tal ( Medical Director) 

.... •"•---·· ======================= 


