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Uganda AIDS Commission Secretariat
Plot 213 S^tema Road. P.O. Bo* 10779, KAMPALA - UGANDA. Tal: 273S38/273231; Fax: 2S8l73;E-m»i:ii«i»die^ui.«m

Our Ref.: 
Your Ref.:

UAC/DGO/PFIZER

23 JLine, 2000

Mr Barry Smith 
Chief Executive Officer 
Pfizer Inc.
SOUTH AFRICA
Fax # 000-27-11 -7830912

Dear Mr Smith

A PARTNERSHIP FOR COMBATING THE HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC IN UGANDA

Uganda is one of the countries most affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. It is estimated that about 1,7 
million people are infected with HIV in Uganda. These will subsequently progress to full-blown AIDS with 
all the attendant opportunistic infections like TB, Cryptococcal meningitis, etc.

One of the strategic frameworks adopted by the Government of Uganda in combating HIV/AIDS is 
“increasing access to drugs for opportunistic infections” for a\] those affected by HIV/AIDS in order to 
improve their quality of life.

The Ministry of Health notes with concern the increasing numbers of HIV positive individuals manifesting 
with Cryptococcal meningitis. It is estimated that about 115,000 persons are affected by this condition 
countrywide annually. The cost implications of treating these individuals are enormous, since the annual 
cost of Fluconazole per patient is more than ten times per capita income of Ugandans.

It is in this regard, therefore, that the Government of Uganda would like to explore all possibilities of 
establishing a partnership programme with Pfizer including the potential for donations of Fluconazole to 
Uganda. Benefits of such a partnership would include not only improved quality of life for patients but 
also economic improvements for patients and the Government from reduced treatment costs, reduced 
illness and death, postponed orphaned for children, and reduced dependency on families and 
Government.

We would appreciate a meeting, at your earliest convenience, between the Ministry of Health, Uganda 
AIDS Commission and other interested partners, to explore the possibility of establishing the partnership.

Yours sincerely

Dr David N Klhumuro 
DIRECTOR GENERAL
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Hon. Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, Minister In-Charge of the Presidency
Hon Dr C W C B Kiyonga, Minister of Health
Dr J Kagimba, Senior Presidential Advisor on HIV/AIDS
The Chairman, Uganda AIDS Commission
Sandy Thurman, AIDS Policy Advisor, White House
Kathy Bennett, Pfizer, Washington D.C., Fax # 000-1-202-783-7070
Sandy Thurman, AIDS Policy Advisor, White House
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