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How Investigator Found Hidden Strands of H.I.V. 
Outbreak

Related Articles
□ H.I.V. Fears Ease in Upstate County
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□ From Bad Child to One-Man Epidemic, Suspect Is Recalled as 

Out of Control (Oct. 30)

By RICHARD PEREZ-PENA

n Sept. 6, 1996, a state health investigator drove to the tiny Chautauqua County jail in 
upstate New York to talk to a young man charged with stealing a car. A blood test at the 
county clinic showed that the man had HIV, and the investigator tracked him down in 

jail to talk about medical options and urge him to identify sexual partners so they could be 
warned.

That part, often the hardest, was easy; the young man seemed proud of his exploits and 
recounted them in detail.

Almost a year later, on Aug. 20, 1997, the same investigator at the clinic in nearby Jamestown 
spoke to a 13-year-old girl who had just learned that she, too, had the AIDS virus. She told of 
having had sex last winter with a young black man whom she knew only by street names, a 
man with short braids and a long scar on his arm, who had hung around certain schools and 
parks.

There was no hint then that the two cases were coimected. But the girl's description rang a bell, 
and the investigator decided to look back at earlier cases to see whether other young women 
with HIV had described the same man.

That suspicion set off a two-month statewide manhunt by health and law enforcement officials. 
Starting with little more than descriptions, nicknames and a hunch, they eventually followed a 
thread that led back to the jailhouse interview with the boastful car-theft suspect.

He was Nushawn J. Williams, and last month the authorities tracked him down and accused 
him of infecting at least nine women and girls with HIV, one of the most notorious outbreaks 
in the 16 years that AIDS has been known.

The gumshoe work of piecing together Williams' story, recounted in interviews with health and 
law enforcement officials, turned on bits of luck and the persistence of that initial investigator. 
It shows how easily he might have gone undetected for even longer, and how hard it is to trace 
sexual contacts in a subculture of rootless young people, dmgs, abandoned tenements and 
anonymous sex.

The tale also highlights both the strengths and the weaknesses of the state's strict HIV 
confidentiality laws. The rules help to encourage people with sexually transmitted disease to 
identify their partners, experts say ~ but they can also make it all the harder to find an infected 
person who does not want to be found.

Though investigators like the one in the Williams case, known as contact tracers, have been 
used for decades in the fight against venereal diseases, their work has taken on even greater 
urgency in the age of AIDS. But for all the life-and-death stakes, the effort often depends 
mostly on persistence and drudge work.
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It may mean placing phone calls to middle-class homes, or knocking on the doors of crack 
houses. A tracer can be successful in one try or search fruitlessly for months. Getting names 
may be easy, or it may require the skills of a therapist and the patience of a confessor.

The job was particularly difficult in the circles traveled by Williams, who was described by 
those who knew him as a squatter in abandoned buildings and a drug dealer. Some of the girls 
who knew him in Chautauqua County are homeless, some are drug users or sellers, and many 
are school dropouts.

The contact tracer in the Williams case refused to discuss it, out of a desire to remain 
anonymous. But in interviews over the last two weeks, colleagues in the state and county health 
departments and local law enforcement officials for the first time gave a detailed chronology of 
how the investigator spun the thread that tied so many HIV cases together.

In December, three months after the jailhouse conversation with Williams, a woman who tested 
HIV-positive at a Chautauqua County clinic talked to the investigator but refused to name 
contacts (under the law, no one can be forced to cooperate). Another woman tested positive at a 
private site in January but did not immediately seek counseling.

But the contract tracer was persistent. Finally, in March, both women agreed to talk about then- 
sexual partners, and the investigator began the painstaking task of tracking those people down.

Meanwhile, the investigator talked to two other HIV-positive women in May and June about 
their contacts. All four women ruled out intravenous drug use as a means of infection, and all 
four named multiple sexual partners.

Most of those partners turned out to be uninfected. But on each woman's list was one young 
man who could not be found, a sexual partner from the previous fall or winter. In each case, 
with the other contacts ruled out, the missing man appeared to be the source of the infection.

Still, there was no obvious connection. Not all the women said they met the man outside a 
school or park. Not all mentioned a scar. And they gave a variety of street names and 
nicknames. "The contact tracer isn't hearing 'Nushawn Williams,'" said state Health 
Commissioner Barbara DeBuono. "It's 'Face,' 'Sly,' 'Shyteek.'"

Not until the 13-year-old emerged in August did all the threads start to come together. The 
investigator began to go back through earlier patient interviews, looking for similarities to the 
young girl's account.

Increasingly alarmed, the investigator called county and state health officials. But the tracer 
was prohibited by confidentiality laws from naming victims, and could only warn that a man 
who had had sex with a minor appeared to be spreading HIV, and could not be found.

County health officials alerted the district attorney and the sheriff, who raised the possibility of 
statutory rape charges. But they had nothing to go on.

"Usually, you have a victim's name and a suspect's name," Sheriff Joseph A. Gerace said. "We 
didn't have either." The contact tracer encouraged the 13-year-old to talk to law enforcement 
officials, but, mired in deep depression, she refused.

Meanwhile, the tracer continued to search back through earlier cases, hunting for more 
connections and clues.

By the standards of urban areas, sexually transmitted diseases are rare in Chautauqua County, a 
hilly region of 140,000 people. Sixty-three people there tested positive for HIV last year, and 
the investigator in the Williams case is the only full-time contact tracer for all of Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus and Allegany counties.

In fact, that may have been a key to unraveling the mystery: the links became clear only 
because the same investigator interviewed everyone involved.

In a city like New York, with many clinics and contact tracers, "You wouldn't have one 
counselor listening to all of these interviews, and it would be very difficult to make the 
connections and the linkages to a single individual," Dr. DeBuono said. "If the guy didn't have 
distinguishing characteristics, even one counselor would not have been able to piece this 
together."

A search through the files turned up the four women from earlier in the year who had seemed
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to describe the same man. To be certain of the coimections and possibly jar loose new 
information, the investigator found them and other HIV-positive women and questioned them 
again, asking for physical descriptions, nicknames and habits of men they had sex with. A fifth 
woman, who had not mentioned a man matching that description in earlier interviews, 
described him during a follow-up interview Sept. 24.

Going back still further, the investigator came upon notes from two interviews with the 
suspected car thief — the one who had spoken so freely of all the women he had had sex with. 
The final details fell into place, and the tracer was convinced that the mystery man had been 
found; Nushawn Williams.

It was ordinary contact tracing for a venereal disease that had led to the investigator's first 
contact with Williams a year earlier. A woman with chlamydia, a bacterial infection, had 
identified him as one of her sexual partners, and while he was treated for chlamydia and 
gonorrhea, he took an HIV test.

It is not uncommon for people with HIV to learn of their infection almost by chance, health 
officials said. "Not one of the girls he infected had thought of HIV, either," said Chautauqua 
County Health Commissioner Robert Berke. "They all came forward for other reasons, like 
other infections or family planning."

Those 1996 interviews with Williams had themselves led to a flurry of detective work and 
unveiled a small cluster of HIV infections. Williams named 21 local women as sexual partners, 
and 2 men who had had sex with some of the same women. The investigator had tracked all of 
them down, and all but one were tested at county clinics. Two women and one man turned up 
HIV-positive, and the one woman who refused to come in for a test said she had already tested 
positive.

The infected man gave the investigator the name of yet another woman, who in turn 
volunteered that she had also slept with Williams, though he had not named her. She, too, 
tested positive.

Adding those earlier cases to the ones unearthed later, the investigator and State Health 
Department officials concluded about six weeks ago that as many as 12 HIV cases in the 
county were connected - with Williams at the center of the web.

But where was he? He had skipped two court dates and no one in Chautauqua County had seen 
him since January. Friends said he had returned to New York City, his hometown. The state 
Health Department asked the New York City Health Department to look through its records for 
him, but that turned up nothing.

Frastrated health officials were desperate for new leads that would help them head off Williams 
before he could infect anyone else. And law enforcement officials, who by now knew the 
outlines of the story, were determined to find a way to bring charges against him.

On Oct. 9, the 13-year-old girl, assured that her identity would remain secret, finally agreed to 
talk to sheriffs investigators. But she did not know the name of the man they were looking for, 
and health officials were not allowed to reveal it.

Chautauqua County District Attorney James Subjack and Gerace wanted not only a statutory 
rape case, but to prosecute the man for knowingly spreading the virus, but they could do 
nothing since his name and his HIV status were still protected by the confidentiality law. By 
mid-October, five of the six women infected had agreed to talk, but law enforcement was still 
stymied.

County health officials, with the state's backing, decided to take the extraordinary step of 
seeking a court order to strip away the secrecy that cloaked Williams' HIV test. The state's 
10-year-old HIV confidentiality law allows the government to publicly identify an infected 
person who poses an imminent threat to public safety, but the provision had never been used 
before.

On Oct. 16, in Chautauqua County Supreme Court Justice Joseph Gerace, the sheriffs father, 
granted a court order allowing health officials to give Williams' name to law enforcement.

Even with the name, they thought they faced a daunting task. "We had these visions of looking 
for him down in New York City, with him out on the street, sleeping in flophouses, having sex 
with more people each week," the sheriff said.

But luck intervened. On Oct. 22, word came from the city that Williams was in jail at Rikers



Island, having been arrested a month earlier for selling crack. The next day, a city Health 
Department investigator interviewed him in jail, and Williams said he had slept with 50 to 75 
women in the city.

On Oct. 24, Chautauqua officials got a second court order to take the case public in the hope of 
finding more victims. On Monday, Oct. 27, they called a news conference and began telling the 
story to the world.
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A
LBANY, N.Y. - More than 1,000 people have been tested for HIV in Chautauqua 
County over the last two weeks, but only one of those people has turned out to have the 
virus, state health officials said Wednesday.

The flood of tests came in response to the revelation on Oct. 27 that one man, Nushawn 
Williams, had infected nine women, and possibly a 10th, in Chautauqua County from late 1995 
to early 1997, and that one of those women, in turn, infected a man.

Officials have said Williams gave the AIDS virus to six women after learning that he was 
HIV-positive.

The fact that only one new infection has been found in the latest tests could ease widespread 
fear that far more people in the area might have been infected by Williams or one of his 
partners. There was no indication whether the person who tested positive was linked, directly 
or indirectly, to Williams.

The case sent hundreds of people to Chautauqua County's three health clinics, which normally 
deal with about five HIV tests daily. The clinics drew blood samples for 221 tests on a single 
day, Oct. 29, and have handled well over 1,000 since Williams' case was made public.

By the end of the day Tuesday, 1,166 of those tests had been completed, said Frances Tarlton, 
a spokeswoman for the state Health Department.
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Prx^ram <m Lao and Public Htalth

Novembei 3, 1997

!

Eric Goosby, MD.
Director, 0£5ce of HIV/AIDS Policy 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Room 73 OE, Humphrey Bldg.
Washington, DC 
20201

Dear Eric;

R- f VonZinkemsol, Sc4ir Policy Analyst on yow staff andDan
“ “?»■« General Counsel at the CDC, Ave been discussing Ac leg^d poUcy 

^Itcauons rcsidting from (he cluster of mv cases .pSlChautauqua Cou^, New York, ot
me o sen you 8 bnefletier containing niy opinlbn about various state and federal

responses. I am pleased to do so. .T| > souc ana leoerai
;■ I

nrimari/ ^ to discuss two questions: 1) Is thejl towing or intentional transmission of HTV 

deal S I'iS/ " •»

^ . of the states
pnmaiy responsibil^ of the state to exercise its poUce;p)Ler^ to pli)^

power In thrs con^ Congress could, if h wished, enc|urage (but not r^uire) states lo tSe^ 

action to prevent HIV tra^mission by attaching condi^i ins to various federal spending programs
This occurred, for example, m the Kimberly Bergalisbilf-' ................. auig programs.
strong consensus in constitutional law that public healtli 
matters for state governments.

eOONcoJcntjAotnuc^NW Was^^^onbC^^OKOi.zins 

m-662.9^3 m.^l-96Se
email;

I-'/:

Beyond this limited role, there is a 
powere and criminal law are principally

u»aV i
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States have ample powers under th I
public health. Police powers under thi Coi '

* —unaer me (Joris unplemem strong measures to protect! the S 
j^aUy all stat^ have public health and 111
inter alia, perniit states to issue order? to c 
prosecutions for the intentional or knolwinc 
(hseases. There have been several casl in v 
asking transmission of HTV. See the /^S 
Health Service.

I Cojistihj

@003

to deal with threats to the

f ubhi heg including coercive powers. Moreover

-pasc andl^esist nsk behaviors, and to bring criminal 
on of mv or other sexually transmittedjvsmis£

Existing state laws in this area are, t( i be surd 
state laws are overly protective of civil liberties and p

^ W a ^ng consensus in the public hcdth comii 
^ these questions. If such a utiifcnnlLpu.ach 

only by encouraging states to act by con<jiti|in<! fede

Ihopethisbriefr^ewishelp8j|.IfJll^,bed
dehghted.

min:

Tl
LdlV

lighiy variable, and not always ideal. Some 
Md some are overly punitive and 

righ^ balance is a matter traditionally left 
cleariand thoughtful method of proceeding 
nny It ought to allow individual states to 

ould be devised, it could be implemented 
al funding.

any fiirther assistance, I would be

Insincerely,
/

(py\Pj
Jwence 0. Gostin, J.D., LL.D (Hon.) 

iWfessoi- of Law and Co-Director,
; Georgetown/Johns Hopkins Program on 

wandiPublic Health
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Subject: Receipt of Letter of Nov. 3

Larry,

@004

Thank you for the letter you prepared for ijric Goosby on the public 
health powers available to states to ___,

DC I

NTE31NET

---------health powers available to states to addreda 
transmission of HIV. Your ran {-.ituations of knowing

(b)(6):'

I would like to pick up on one point 
significant variability of state lawii 
public health duties. i have been oji 
that, in the case of knowing HIV tra:i 
police powers to use in situations o: 
-- much as they would use for drunker 
in a parking lot. Would these provis

or nuances here, so I apologize in ad

With appreciation,

Deborah von Zinkernagel 
(202) 690-5566

■ . vJ-ri. , •' V

for a foment:.. You noted the 
^'^1. laws related to

under the assumption 
states also have broad 

reckless endangerment

'era ting 
ismi.jsibi 

asuault—enaangerment dr i>i:iig o.,r randomly firing a gun
ionnconflict With, state Privacy pr^^IsIon^'govl^inrHiv^Lfo^^tSn?

knowing HIV transmission through the tourijs?! or legai

co„c.pt.

ercede, or enter into

/ance t r this query.
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We’d ratherfocm mi punishment 
than programs that UK/rk

The face of AIDS
ELLEN GOODMAN

T TTf appeared in the packed 
I I HroriX courtroom on Monday. 
I I A j-oung black man who had 

turned 21 just two days earlier 
in his soliian- cell. He was outfitted in 
jeans and dreadlocks. He was silent, un- 
Rccoinpanifd by any family member.

Standing there, waiting to be sen­
tenced for selling crack to an undercover 
policeman, he could have been an ordi­
nary drug dealer. But ordinary drug deal­
ers do not pet such attention.

This was Nushawn Williams, who 
achieved infamy as a om>-man HIV epi­
demic. This was Nushawn Williams who 
had knowingly had »ex with dozens of 
girls and women without using one con­
dom or offering one explanation. This was 
Nushawn W’illiams who had infected at 
least nine who had in turn infected others 
in a list that it by no means complete.

The man called “Face" had indeed be­
come the latest face of the AIDS epidem­
ic: the sexual predator, the serial infector.

The media had already rolled iik and 
out of the small town of Jamestown on ita 
national tour of moral melodramas. Re­
porters had lit up the shabby places 
where W'illiaras us^ to hang with home­
less, hapless girls of 13, 15, 17 who had 
needed liis drugs or his attention.

Infotainment news had scooped up 
girl.« who ha<i known Face, slept with 
Face. Girls waiting to see whether the 
last gift he had given them was a lethal 
\inis were quoted and featured. They 
were sidcotaped and dropjjed a.s abruptly 
as any one-night stand.

By the time Monday rolled around, 
when the judge postponed sentencing on 
his drug charge for psychiatric evalua­
tion, the story had been jiermanently 
filfd under E for c\-il. If the court w-as 
unclear w h(;lhc r tVil)i;<m.« was 9 monster 
or a scll;^w))hJv^)c. nioraliv warped or 
menUdly ill or both - that distinction waa 
lost on llie jmblic.

Indeed, on the 
day that Williams was 
ushered in and out of 
court in two minutes,
New York Stale leg- 
Lslalors filed a bill to 
make a new felony.
To knowingly expose 
an uninformed part­
ner to Hf\' would be 
"aggravated reckless i 
endangerment," 
worth up to 15 years ; 
in jail - if he lived ' 
that long.

W'ell, 1 hold no 
brief for this mad/bad 
man. If the stories 
hold true, this drug : 
dealer and statutory 
rapist, this man who \ 
went through a com­
munity spreading 
HIV Lke .some horrif­
ic Johnny Applcseed, 
has lost hi.s right to 
freedom. Give me the 
key and we will never 
see his Face again.

But I am struck 
by how much more 
attention is given to the most extreme, 
deliberate, menacing, even maniacal indi­
vidual than to the menace itself Do we 
think that corralling one mad/bad man or 
two, or tw 0 dozen, who maliciou.sly infect 
unsuspecting partners is an effective pub­
lic health pobey? niai it will make a dent 
in the statistic^.?

Consider the passion with which we 
go after the predator and the neglect of 
prevention. I don’t know how W'illiams 
w-a.s infected, but most of the ca.ses in the 
country now come directly nr indirectly 
from drug OFc, from people who share 
needles or share beds with people who 
share needle.s. Needles are the most efli- 
cieni way to transfer this disea.se, far 
more so than sex.

The "Nushawn Williams Bill" pre­

pared for the New York Assembly would 
aJ.so make it a felony for a drug user with 
HIV to knowingly share needles with an 
unsuspecting person. But where are all 
the programs for clean needle exchange?

Wc are playing a certain kind of "let’s 
pretend." WTiilc we ratchet up the pun­
ishment, we withhold program.s that 
work.

At a hastily assembled high school fo- 
nmi on AIDS, parents in Jamestown 
were actually warned about the risks of 
sharing toothbrushes. They were told to ; 
pack several in their children's camp and I 
college bags. i

But in Wasliington, Congress has just 
made another move in a destructive and 
relentles.'- campaign to continue withhold­
ing federal funds for needle exchange 
programs. Instead of condom.^ and clean

needles, should we ask for tooihbrushes?
The reader-grabber, viewer-grabber 

stories are about itrespon.<able individual ■ 
behavior, not irresponsible collective be­
havior. Predators stir the imagination. !
Prevention is the boring reality. We react ^
to the Faces.

Nushawn Williams, monster or 
schizophrenic, irresponsible or pathologi­
cal, is now beyond tlie reach of every­
thing except punishment But in the 
struggle to contain AIDS, the took of 
education, of condoms and dean needles, 
desen p much more of our altenlion.

At high noon in the AIDS epidemic, 
thj.s k w hat v»e need to face.

Ellen CuodiiniK IS a Glohi ntlnmmsi.
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Office of HIV/AIDS Policy

Office of Public Health & Science 
Offfice of the Secretary 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W., Room 736-E 
Washington, D.C. 20201

Deliver To:

<r
Fax: (

Phone: ( )

From: Deborah von Zinkemagel 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Phone: (202)690-5560 

Fax: (202)690-7660
E-mail: DvonZinkemagei@osophs.dhhs.gov

Date;
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Comments:____
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTV INCIDENT

« «<wrt onto to diKloo. th. htodt, of 00

H„i* 1“ 'I'i* COM.««that ihe dauttoqua Couoiy
Waoiif, *<1 In »eldni» coun oidat .o dlsclosa thetdenlily ^aa KV-mfectod individual who npieions an imnineol dangar to youni elrla in iha

coninlled with tha Scan Htalih Dapitma^ priL w smiUm a
other •» jnatfcc anihoriiias and

What are Che unique Urcunututees that Justify dlsdomra In this case?

andwaa’^ier.”'^^

Is this a breach of the State's HTV Confidentiality Law?
^ CoofldcntUliiy ulw {u^vides suict conndeoOaUty prouetions to HIV-

T V “ * t! poiewiaUy infect^ penons lo come forward for
MUoff and counseling on how they oan prevent tnuumisslon of the vina id others. But. the law 

Is not meant w^oieci persona who are lutemionaUy and repeatedly putting others ^ c^ially 

I specifically allows a court to grant an order for disclosure of HTV-
relaied Information When them is a clear and immiaem danger to the public health:

What is the State's Role?

fr« Departmeni is providing assumnee to Chautauqua County by offenng
“* *“‘'*‘* “W ««a« mchit and n«ific«ion of

Is this the Ont iline that the idenUty ofan KlV*UillMdad penoa has baan m
ST ‘^•^ *^ "* • **“'*^ *^ * *^ ***^ ***^

this Is the flni lime a eouit baa ordered disclosure of HIV-relaiod 
imminertt danger to the public health. Although New York QOUrti have oidercd disclosure of HIV.related infbmutioa^ the context of^ and
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Sf2tHd*p!Si?“* * that HU r««ult in mar* widatpread diiclocur. of HIV

No. This u a vciy unique cate wftlch In our judgment waminied Uii» public beaiili acuon 
dufl to Che alleged intenilonal naiure of HIV iraiuuiiasiDD, and the involvement of minors. The 
State'# HIV Confidentiality Law ho# proven very effeedve in encouraging persons at risk for HTV 
infoedon to seek counfidling, testing and inawvtnt. Both State and couniy health officials remnin 
cogmaant of their respooslbiUtics to protect HlV-relaind Infonnation and stncily limit Us 
disclosure under the law.

Why won'* the Slue Hentth Department discleae the identity ot the indlvldiial or provide 
Information about the case?

Under the coun order, Only the Chautauqua County Heaitli Conunissiuner and, 
sccondonly, the Sheriff and Districi Attorney ate auUtoriicd to release infonnation about the 
HIV' infected individual.

Uoas New York have a law that makes Ita^rink ti^imawiBgiy spread mv?

New York docs not have ■ Ipeclw law dealinf with intentionel tnutsihiosion of HIV. 
However, prosecutors io the put have elarged HIV infected pencm with nekless endaneezmeni 
or assault when they have exposed aiioiW person knowing that they were infected. (Questions 
on the specifics of the charges should badtrecred to the Chaotauqua County's DA.)



10/29/97 WED 18:22 FAX
■ -Slf J.J.f4V IJJ.

@004 
PPGE 9

.Jr /;V /'>

PfiGE 1 -2 &

'....I. ,,i New York
Department of

George E Patakf. Governor
Health:

Barbara A. OeBuono. M,D. CoinrnliSioner

statement by state health commissioner BARBARA A. DEBUONO, M.D 
ON CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HIV EMERGENCY

ALBANY, Octo^ri7 — Today, I am directiitg our Buffalo Regional Office to r»ak-* 

this tragedy Iheir highest priority - to protect the health and weU being of young people in 

Chautauqua County. We will continue to provide the resources of this Office, including a team of 

20 disease intervention specialists, health educators, epiddmiolo^sts, HIV counselors and public 

health physicians to assist the County as it deals with this health emergency.

Our ipsources will be devoted to the young people who have been infected, or boUeve 
they may have been infected and to tbeii families - to provide the services and counseling they 
need and deserve.^ We-cncoutage, the schools, churches, health provider# and the community to 
join together to provide a compassionate couoseUtig and education network for the young people 
of Chautauqua Coun^.

The New.York State Department of.Health has been asslstiztg Chautauqua County aa it 
has addressed this significant public health tbn»L We have provided stale personnel to cany out 
panner notification, counse^g and testing and have also mobilized local HIV communlty*based 
organizations and health educators to provide informational programs in the schools for students, 
teachers, administrators and school health personnel.

Wa encourage anyone who has engaged in unprotected sex or needle sharing to seek 
confictantial ^ testing and counseUog through the County Health Doparuncni (716) 753-4314. 
Wc will continue ,to assist the County in providing coctf aaslonate services to anyone who has, or 
fear they have, been infected with HIV.

O
-30-
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Thank you Dr. Berks.

County as it deals with tUs pubHc health Lerg«“ ^

“d tte entire Coun^ Qoveniment have done a
to this crisis. I salute them for their hard work and its potential far saving HiIves.

'Tf «•” 1* «iirectIon of Governor Patakl to 

assess the situation, (ffer whatever help we can provide and
report back ta the G y>vemor.

chlldTM and their fidniUes that we will Ho everytiduu 

possible, to get them the infonnatioa and services th^' need.

Govaniw PataJd has also directed the State PoUce and 

buperint^ent McMahou to provide the local district 

attorney and law enforcement personnel with whatever
investigative resources and assistance they might need Be
has also asked State Attorney General Vaeeo to provide 

assifltaoce in this matter.

Today, State Health Departneat staff are asaistlng the 

County Health Bepartment at anonymous teatins sitea in 

Dunkirk and Jamestown and win begin offering edncatlonal
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service* at ichool* and yontli center* in the caunty.

We nlio condnoe to look at tbe pouthllity of other areae of 

the atate being impacted by tU* pnblle health emergency. 
We are In contaet wttb New York City health otOclab - who 

wo know have interviewed the man In qnettlan «■»«« are
following-np on contact* he ba« idenllfled. We are also 

worldag with Mooro« County.

In addition to tho ho^ wa offered yesterday, today wa can 

report that we haye taken the following addidonal steps:

STD staff have began reviewing their fllee to 

asoertain whether this man has been Identified as a sexnal 

partner in any other cases of potentially scsaally transmitted 

dliease. This review Is ongoing and statewide and will help 

ns determine if this case will extend beyond the areas 

already reported.

- IfMS fttafir from our Buffalo tUgioiial Ofilce will
begin working with and provldhig additional training to
£MS units in Chantauqua County to ntUlze their networks 

and Hnkagee la ^ commimity to expand our edncational 

and prevention eflbns.

- Our labs, wbieh perform the testing for the HIV on 
blood samplei tnbniJttpd, will piiorltixe those fr-om 
Chautauqua County to expedite the tomaround time for 

both positive and negative tests. Negative test results wffl be
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report WltUn 24 hoiin udpoitfr* tMtl, bacaiua of the
neeil tor addtttoBal lUIow^iqi etapt, wU| bo reported rrtthto 4
days. Under nomial condlflou, toasa teats are raportad back 

Within 2 weckSs

- We will speed up a new muld^medln advertising 

campaign Stressing the need for early HIV testing - 

especially in tight of the advances of new potentially life 

saving drugs being used today. This campaign will begin 

first in Chautauqua County.

Lostlyi and most importantly, 1 want to stress our 

oottcem for the victims and their .. gna to offer
these very important words of prevention for our ehildron:

First of all, don't engage In high rlsfc behaviors * 

nnprotected sea or needle sharing. The best advice for 

preventing the disease Is don't have sex, I read today a quote 
in one of the New York City parents, where a doctor thld the 

girls she sees say they can tell if a guy Is alrtght by «<looklttg
in his eyes.” That’s a utterly false sense of secnrlty wo can't 

see perpetnated.

For parants, please talk to your children, give them the 

support structure they need to resist the peer pressure and 
make the right dediions.

Thank you. And now Dr. BerfceandlwlU takeyonr 

questions.

T0TU-P.B3
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' B CHftUTAUqtfA ceu^ DBMBIMOIT OP HBAL7TI

HIV UPDATE CHAITTAUQUA COUNTY Z(W7/9T Gontaet: Dr.RflbetBske
(716)753-4314

Piior to ducutting tb8 pahlic liolth fanpUcatbM of tbi« moaii)g*« eov&iQeo, I would like to 

remind all of yoo gboitt tho attlva of IflV conftdeiyiBlly lawa rod tfaek iaiplicatlqiw. Altn^vidiulaln 

this Stile are guaameed siiiet confidmtflAUty wilbn^tD tU Mpects of HTV/AIDS that Involve

them. THa InctiKlBs tcadag and eouxmliag, traitment aad t^jpAt^ notifloaiioa. Today's Isuo deaia 

with a clieoffistanfio M extiafldtaaiy, diat ectttio legal pnvliioof, outside of the usual puhlic health

meaaures spoolilcaUy daiigiiad to fseveatthe tprnd ofdiaaaM to otepetHon8.have bea deemed by 

ihecombtoaiply.

Aa part of an onyilBy ChaitiiiinBi ^mty Wawith iff

idcatiflhd n OfiWeasea of HIV i^oetionlizikdd to tha activity of oaeiadcvidii^ Whatmakuihia 

cluatB-80 uaiquo la iha fiict that alttaoogli all of the oaw eaiH of HIV laftedea nem finm hMBDsaxual 

eontex wWitbu one lndi3d(biBl, K laaac half have Dceaocd aflVi and 1 oo^dadireAFTSB* dm date

tbA he waa tested and couxiaeloJ umboihhia Biv statu ud medio of dlseau tnoaodasiom 

Fiethnaere, it b HiipeKs that he did not weed fail ooBtaew about his mpoflhtra 0«mi. To dam. Jft 

ChauiN]qoaCoii^,eiBaaffiusa«ah]aied2i()inciaBd53aaeoBdatyc0etaetiQftfaisiBdiviilual, and 

coadsuea 10 woik OB 17 Bom. Wa have W the good futuac of iKiDg able to rely on itthmeal 

usiamace fiomdie NYS HksltbDqiirtaieBL the AIDS IhstitttBflBd Coittn For Disease CoottOl ia 

AiUbb in Older to admass tte naoy eoaoplaE^auaa thttdda prablam poies.

Diixing oar oBfoifig javoatigaiioBa a nisnbcr of agiuflciot eeoBcaa b«ve aiiiea u a Rsott of

the iofiMftitiiriAil glhiiwxl

HMXKeu it4m>iou.fn«7j
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Tbece include:

1. ) Many efthi0oiaflsfav9lvwtMiiagaa,ioaM quits yataie. with milUlcatitadappanflylMauiBt 

school and enpiiwmtty paria.

2. ) X!octefihoeaieid«i0oas.imoiisigiiiiiciiirttnuzBfaorofisxuilpaiiBflt8aadelackDfooiis<nBfof 

barrier ooaxnsopdoik
3). Thii eu« dcmanihatw tfa« oimaccq«ah4 level of drug and akobol lue IB Qtir yswg teaofi S«e ibr

dtiigs i{)pMn tt be implfcHPiil In at least of ^ oontaoia.
■I-

4.)Thettia sonagevidaaEflta'auggestdatjibialiidlvlduidBuybivehKleliifiouaiabQofiexiial 

cnntvts in ether NYS mxmicipiljuriadictiebs outside ChouBojqua Cbuoiy.

The PnhUe BaelA iwpoBse to Ods pnhiim will fbem OB are oain bnei:

ZnTlu Short Terai

It is in^eettive dwt all eSbits be tnaile 16 eocauase any iadlvldiula who may have had saieial 

ooDOcc widi rile cawr In quesrien In ledc eounsoUng and HIV tMtios as Moa aa poidblaL Thne are 

eoaoenu as 10 the number bt individiuls riuK sdU mv B0t pneelvs dtfBMtves n he at ride doe to the 

drugs, alecbol and niiauseiw aliaaeo iavotv^ Ftoihenun, myooe with bi^ nsk bdisvioii. in oay 

eiininietinoB, swan if onmingty utneuied. ^ may iwB put iho a risk IbellTV uifberioitt dionid
j

BBok appiopciatt coiBaellag aadtesdsa.

To that end;

. tbe CdlD.'with tba help of NYB DOK aiiA hea attedad (ta HIV teadoc wui "»kes ^
I ■

hath our Jamaafeawni aed Uunkisk offlaea. Tlris wiU eomlBiia as BSid didtites.
I'

•TetoptMoe luM hayo bMo am ttp M haadlb iftfiihios. aad the nunhen havo been pobllcly tficttbt^

.ArfHWowel Ow aghOftl hcaWi Idaff. achiiol awnialani, and hosphri Infeelktt eenttol
aufSM, is beinc eoavlatad this aoBdag wi^ help fiom AIDS coouniaitty Sandeoi, ECMC. end ibe

NYSDOK.
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FUSE PI1

XnTh«LaHgT«r»
0«uuttiqpaC«»vH«dfc4qp-tnwrtt»k«FW*J«fl“«tf-^ 

human seaaUiyediKtfloii that •xiW to owsotooh.
u« pmgMBoy a;e«ni>rra 3td to 1M2. to iti p«-to l«v*co^

4v^». AU our flchooto «i to ««wItoBfia tnthNYS Bo»i of Bag«« HIV Bctoostoa Mawfatoa- 

Ya*. la «ph* uf thto wa And owselves ai tbia juneaffe today, flictog too n»tt aelaoa

pubUcboaltoUwetathoiw«tmH]wyofiw««fuav»toiUTO«towcTktoCh«^ To

som* —*TT-* too “probtom" la aijradioo of our dilifiencB to puhiic health field v«fltSucco«fttlly 

tiaektog tola iaiue Jbwixghain*® rfdetafl h»b«na»T«teto the of too ateff moor

depaxtmasL
There U w ttooU flat tU SQimaHBUy, too schooli and ow dfipartnoa* Btt»t We * hard look at

what haa asd foUo«^j^a toorougb evalualloo of too cosMbutiog ftflaa, we wlU nooi to

etqjlOT* flow evomiBaooooossajy to ai3d*»»»j«ur «»*»»> Woioaat«boi*tolDktoopiate»dbeTeady
»adiusttoosep.o««eato.*a-yorB«vtItobeeffecfivHyptoVldta«our^^^

icquiio to mako bottot doctotonO-
TinaUy. I wul d bo mite If l did Ml voice my concern oa u» too nood tw too lolo of

paieoca and iatoo fivoa o£oaebadrou aj a ftttacoffour, aphyaidoaeod apubJSc hoatth

officialJamappeUedhytoodegmofaodcuJdl.<iaoatowdocOT mudn-orietebo

ihm U wwr ,^to OKU h Msr »W»»^ *“ "l**
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