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How Investigator Found Hidden Strands of H.I.V.
Outbreak

Related Articles

H.1.V. Fears Ease in Upstate County

Mental Illness Considered in Suspect in H.I.V. Cases (Nov. 4)
From Bad Child to One-Man Epidemic, Suspect Is Recalled as
Out of Control (Oct. 30)

By RICHARD PEREZ-PENA

upstate New York to talk to a young man charged with stealing a car. A blood test at the

county clinic showed that the man had HIV, and the investigator tracked him down in
jail to talk about medical options and urge him to identify sexual partners so they could be
warned.

o n Sept. 6, 1996, a state health investigator drove to the tiny Chautauqua County jail in

That part, often the hardest, was easy: the young man seemed proud of his exploits and
recounted them in detail.

Almost a year later, on Aug. 20, 1997, the same investigator at the clinic in nearby Jamestown
spoke to a 13-year-old girl who had just learned that she, too, had the AIDS virus. She told of
having had sex last winter with a young black man whom she knew only by street names, a
man with short braids and a long scar on his arm, who had hung around certain schools and
parks.

There was no hint then that the two cases were connected. But the girl's description rang a belli,
and the investigator decided to look back at earlier cases to see whether other young women
with HIV had described the same man.

That suspicion set off a two-month statewide manhunt by health and law enforcement officials.
Starting with little more than descriptions, nicknames and a hunch, they eventually followed a
thread that led back to the jailhouse interview with the boastful car-theft suspect.

He was Nushawn J. Williams, and last month the authorities tracked him down and accused
him of infecting at least nine women and girls with HIV, one of the most notorious outbreaks
in the 16 years that AIDS has been known.

The gumshoe work of piecing together Williams' story, recounted in interviews with health and
law enforcement officials, turned on bits of luck and the persistence of that initial investigator.
It shows how easily he might have gone undetected for even longer, and how hard it is to trace
sexual contacts in a subculture of rootless young people, drugs, abandoned tenements and
anonymous sex.

The tale also highlights both the strengths and the weaknesses of the state's strict HIV
confidentiality laws. The rules help to encourage people with sexually transmitted disease to

identify their partners, experts say -- but they can also make it all the harder to find an infected
person who does not want to be found.

Though investigators like the one in the Williams case, known as contact tracers, have been
used for decades in the fight against venereal diseases, their work has taken on even greater
urgency in the age of AIDS. But for all the life-and-death stakes, the effort often depends
mostly on persistence and drudge work.
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It may mean placing phone calls to middle-class homes, or knocking on the doors of crack
houses. A tracer can be successful in one try or search fruitlessly for months. Getting names
may be easy, or it may require the skills of a therapist and the patience of a confessor.

The job was particularly difficult in the circles traveled by Williams, who was described by
those who knew him as a squatter in abandoned buildings and a drug dealer. Some of the girls
who knew him in Chautaugua County are homeless, some are drug users or sellers, and many
are school dropouts.

The contact tracer in the Williams case refused to discuss it, out of a desire to remain
anonymous. But in interviews over the last two weeks, colleagues in the state and county health
departments and local law enforcement officials for the first time gave a detailed chronology of
how the investigator spun the thread that tied so many HIV cases together.

In December, three months after the jailhouse conversation with Williams, a woman who tested
HIV-positive at a Chautauqua County clinic talked to the investigator but refused to name
contacts (under the law, no one can be forced to cooperate). Another woman tested positive at a
private site in January but did not immediately seek counseling.

But the contract tracer was persistent. Finally, in March, both women agreed to talk about their
sexual partners, and the investigator began the painstaking task of tracking those people down.

Meanwhile, the investigator talked to two other HIV-positive women in May and June about
their contacts. All four women ruled out intravenous drug use as a means of infection, and all
four named multiple sexual partners.

Most of those partners turned out to be uninfected. But on each woman's list was one young
man who could not be found, a sexual partner from the previous fall or winter. In each case,
with the other contacts ruled out, the missing man appeared to be the source of the infection.

Still, there was no obvious connection. Not all the women said they met the man outside a
school or park. Not all mentioned a scar. And they gave a variety of street names and
nicknames. "The contact tracer isn't hearing 'Nushawn Williams,' " said state Health
Commissioner Barbara DeBuono. "It's 'Face,' 'Sly,’ 'Shyteek.' "

Not until the 13-year-old emerged in August did all the threads start to come together. The
investigator began to go back through earlier patient interviews, looking for similarities to the
young girl's account.

Increasingly alarmed, the investigator called county and state health officials. But the tracer
was prohibited by confidentiality laws from naming victims, and could only warn that a man
who had had sex with a minor appeared to be spreading HIV, and could not be found.

County health officials alerted the district attorney and the sheriff, who raised the possibility of
statutory rape charges. But they had nothing to go on.

' "Usually, you have a victim's name and a suspect's name," Sheriff Joseph A. Gerace said. "We
didn't have either." The contact tracer encouraged the 13-year-old to talk to law enforcement
officials, but, mired in deep depression, she refused.

Meanwhile, the tracer continued to search back through earlier cases, hunting for more
connections and clues.

By the standards of urban areas, sexually transmitted diseases are rare in Chautauqua County, a
hilly region of 140,000 people. Sixty-three people there tested positive for HIV last year, and
the investigator in the Williams case is the only full-time contact tracer for all of Chautauqua,
Cattaraugus and Allegany counties.

In fact, that may have been a key to unraveling the mystery: the links became clear only
because the same investigator interviewed everyone involved.

In a city like New York, with many clinics and contact tracers, "You wouldn't have one
counselor listening to all of these interviews, and it would be very difficuit to make the
connections and the linkages to a single individual," Dr. DeBuono said. "If the guy didn't have
distinguishing characteristics, even one counselor would not have been able to piece this
together."

A search through the files turned up the four women from earlier in the year who had seemed
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to describe the same man. To be certain of the connections and possibly jar loose new
information, the investigator found them and other HIV-positive women and questioned them
again, asking for physical descriptions, nicknames and habits of men they had sex with. A fifth
woman, who had not mentioned a man matching that description in earlier interviews,
described him during a follow-up interview Sept. 24.

Going back still further, the investigator came upon notes from two interviews with the
suspected car thief -- the one who had spoken so freely of all the women he had had sex with.
The final details fell into place, and the tracer was convinced that the mystery man had been
found: Nushawn Williams.

It was ordinary contact tracing for a venereal disease that had led to the investigator's first
contact with Williams a year earlier. A woman with chlamydia, a bacterial infection, had
identified him as one of her sexual partners, and while he was treated for chlamydia and
gonorrhea, he took an HIV test.

It is not uncommon for people with HIV to learn of their infection almost by chance, health
officials said. "Not one of the girls he infected had thought of HIV, either," said Chautauqua
County Health Commissioner Robert Berke. "They all came forward for other reasons, like
other infections or family planning."

Those 1996 interviews with Williams had themselves led to a flurry of detective work and
unveiled a small cluster of HIV infections. Williams named 21 local women as sexual partners,
and 2 men who had had sex with some of the same women. The investigator had tracked all of
them down, and all but one were tested at county clinics. Two women and one man turned up
HIV-positive, and the one woman who refused to come in for a test said she had already tested
positive.

The infected man gave the investigator the name of yet another woman, who in turn
volunteered that she had also slept with Williams, though he had not named her. She, too,
tested positive.

Adding those earlier cases to the ones unearthed later, the investigator and State Health
Department officials concluded about six weeks ago that as many as 12 HIV cases in the
county were connected -- with Williams at the center of the web.

But where was he? He had skipped two court dates and no one in Chautauqua County had seen
him since January. Friends said he had returned to New York City, his hometown. The state
Health Department asked the New York City Health Department to look through its records for
him, but that turned up nothing.

Frustrated health officials were desperate for new leads that would help them head off Williams
before he could infect anyone else. And law enforcement officials, who by now knew the
outlines of the story, were determined to find a way to bring charges against him.

On Oct. 9, the 13-year-old girl, assured that her identity would remain secret, finally agreed to
tatk to sheriff's investigators. But she did not know the name of the man they were looking for,
and health officials were not allowed to reveal it.

Chautauqua County District Attorney James Subjack and Gerace wanted not only a statutory
rape case, but to prosecute the man for knowingly spreading the virus, but they could do
nothing since his name and his HIV status were still protected by the confidentiality law. By
mid-October, five of the six women infected had agreed to talk, but law enforcement was still
stymied.

County health officials, with the state's backing, decided to take the extraordinary step of
seeking a court order to strip away the secrecy that cloaked Williams' HIV test. The state's
10-year-old HIV confidentiality law allows the government to publicly identify an infected

person who poses an imminent threat to public safety, but the provision had never been used
before.

On Oct. 16, in Chautauqua County Supreme Court Justice Joseph Gerace, the sheriff's father,
granted a court order allowing health officials to give Williams' name to law enforcement.

Even with the name, they thought they faced a daunting task. "We had these visions of looking
for him down in New York City, with him out on the street, sleeping in flophouses, having sex
with more people each week," the sheriff said.

But luck intervened. On Oct. 22, word came from the city that Williams was in jail at Rikers



Island, having been arrested a month earlier for selling crack. The next day, a city Health
Department investigator interviewed him in jail, and Williams said he had slept with 50 to 75
women in the city.

On Oct. 24, Chautauqua officials got a second court order to take the case public in the hope of
finding more victims. On Monday, Oct. 27, they called a news conference and began telling the
story to the world.
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LBANY, N.Y. -- More than 1,000 people have been tested for HIV in Chautauqua

A County over the last two weeks, but only one of those people has turned out to have the
virus, state health officials said Wednesday.

The flood of tests came in response to the revelation on Oct. 27 that one man, Nushawn

Williams, had infected nine women, and possibly a 10th, in Chautauqua County from late 1995

to early 1997, and that one of those women, in turn, infected a man.

Officials have said Williams gave the AIDS virus to six women after learning that he was
HIV-positive.

The fact that only one new infection has been found in the latest tests could ease widespread
fear that far more people in the area might have been infected by Williams or one of his
partners. There was no indication whether the person who tested positive was linked, directly
or indirectly, to Williams.

The case sent hundreds of people to Chautauqua County's three health clinics, which normally
deal with about five HIV tests daily. The clinics drew blood samples for 221 tests on a single
day, Oct. 29, and have handied well over 1,000 since Williams' case was made public.

By the end of the day Tuesday, 1,166 of those tests had been completed, said Frances Tarlton,
a spokeswoman for the state Health Department.

Home | Sections | Contents | Search | Forums | Help

Copyright 1997 The New York Times Company



o002
11/14/97 FRI 13:12 FAX

l;': ?7 _
Georgerowx Un 775&&}rr,€f}t}f6'zz~rzzn

Lawrence O. Gostin, J.D., LID. (Hom.) y
Professor of Law '
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Director, Office of HIV/AIDS Policy - L
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As you know, Deborah Von Zinkernagc), Seriﬂnf)r Policy Analyst on your staff, and Dan
Riedford, Office of the General Counsel at the C'l )C, Have been discussing the legal and policy
implications resulting from the cluster of HIV cases ix:iF:Chautauqua County, New York. Dan
asked me to send you a brief letrer comtaining my opinfon about various state and federal
responses. I am pleased to do so. h '

I am asked to discuss two questions: 1) I thei NOWIng or intentional transmission of HIV
primarily an issue of state or federal law; and 2) Do the states have sufficient police powers to
deal with the issue? o

e

The knowing or intentional transmission of H[.‘,E' is primarily a matter for the states under
our American system of federalism. Public health powefs are a quintessential function of the states
under the U.S. Constitution. The Supreme Court has einphasized on numerous occasions the
primary responsibility of the state to exercise its police:powers to protect the public health. Police
powers to protect the health, safety, and morals of the; community are reserved to the statcs under
the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution, E{ )

I :

Federal activity in this area is normally limited tp specific activities surrounding its
enumerated powers under the Constitution such as thel :ommefrce clause power and the spending
power. In this context Congress could, if it wished, ené Jurage: (but not require) states to take firm
action to prevent HIV transmission by attaching condit?i?ns to various federal spending programs.
This occurred, for example, in the Kimberly Bergalis bill. Beyond this limited role, there is a
strong consensus in constitutional law that public healt.l{ powers and criminal law are principally
matters for state governments. i

202-662-9313  Firs: 202.682-9680

600 New Jersey Avenud NW Wm‘%{'ﬁgron DC,20001.2075
email; goiin@tav worge '
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States have ample powers unthr the Constityfi
public health. Police powers under thé Co titution|
implement strong measures to protect} the public: heal
virtually all states have public health and ¢ ‘ /
inter alia, permit states to issye order$ to cf

i

lhws;dealing with these issues. These laws,
esist risk beliaviors, and to bring criminal

prosecutions for the intentional or knivin ransmisgion of HIV or other sexually transmitted
diseases. There have been several cases in which st have successfilly brought prosecutions for
risking transmission of HIV, See the AIDS itigatiob epORt, originally Supported by the Public
Health Service, ' ;

Existing state laws in this area are, 10 be sure,

state laws are overly protective of civil liberties and p vacy fmd some are overly punitive and
contrary to most public health opinion.| Yet, ffindiag the right balance is a matter traditionally left
to the states. Unless the federal governnent

1 1ad a very cleariand thoughtful method of proceeding
that had a strong consensus in the public heglth '

comumnity, it ought to allow individual states to
deal with these questions. If such a uniform

abpmach: tould be devised, it could be implemented
only by encouraging states to act by conditioning fedetal funding.

ghly'u variable, and not always ideal. Some

I hope this brief review is helpfisl, If IJ can be oflany ﬁ.fuiher assistance, I would be
delighted. : i

Ypurs Sincerely, J’JI: (,,n.,,f el /
i : )

i p—
L wrence O, Gostin, I.D_, LL D (Hon.)
Prpfessor of Law and Co-Director,

Th Georgetown/Johns Hopldns Program on
i' and Public Health
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Author: Deborah Von Zinkernagel at ~OPHS Dpc E i
Date: 11/14/97 12:09 PM Lo
Priority: Normal ] i
Receipt Requested P
TO: gostin@law.georgetown.edu at INTERNET Lo
CC: Daniel G (CDCSMTP.DGRO) Riedford at INTERNEY:
BCC: Deborah Von Zinkernagel ' Y
Subject: Receipt of Letter of Nov. 3 | El
Larxy, I }'
Thank you for the letter you prepared for ﬁric Goosby on the public
health powers available to states to add#eqé situations of knowing
transmigsion of HIV, .Your rapid vachomea.sdelee oo 170 =
é ..... : PR S ST R ; . ' EOO (_1
i . . (b6 )

).._,-...‘.-—w LA 3

I would like to pick up on one pointjfor
significant variability of state laws and

public health duties.

-~ much as they would ugse for drunke

in a parking lot. Would these provi
conflict with,

The bottom line quickly becomes are
every state, public¢ health or othexrwi
knowing HIV transmission through the
training makes me highly vulnerable

Oor nuances here, so I apologize in a

With appreciation,

Deborah von Zinkernagel
(202) 690-5%66

I have been oleratm
that, in the case of knowing HIV-tra?smin
police powers to use in situations of as:a

ion:

state privacy provisians g?v¢

| L .
a m:ment;. You noted the

| HIV-8pecific laws related to
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iu;;-or reckless endangerment
ax i
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ming HIV information?
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We'd rather focus on punishment
than programs that work.

The face of AIDS

ELLEN GOODMAN

e appeared in the packed
Rronx courtroom on Monday.
A young black man who had
turned 21 just two days earlier
in his solitary cell. He was outfitted in
jeans and dreadlocks. He was silent, un-
accompanied by any family member.

Standing there, waiting to be sen-
tenced for selling crack to an undercover
policeman, he could have been an ordi-
nary drug dealer. But ordinary drug deal-
ers do not get such attention.

This was Nushawn Williams, who
achieved infamy as a onc-man HIV epi-
demic. This was Nurhawn Williams who
had knowingly had sex with dozens of
girls and women without using one con-
dom or offering one explanation. This was
Nushawn Williams who had infected at
}east nine who had in turn infected others
in a list that i& by no means complete.

The man called "Face™ had indeed be-
come the Jatest face of the AJDS epidem-
ic: the sexual predator, the serial infector.

The media had already rolled in and
out of the small town of Jamestown on its
national tour of moral melodramas. Re-
porters had lit up the shabby places
where Williams used to hang with home-

. lers, hapless girls of 13, 15, 17 who had

necded his drugr or his attention.
Infolainment news had scooped up
grls who had known Face, slept with
Face. Girls waiting to see whether the
last gift he had given them was g Jethal
virus were quoted and featured. They

- were videvtaped and dropped as abruptly

ax any vne-night stand.

By the ume Monday rolled around,
when the judge postponed sentencing on
his drug charge for prychiatric evalua-
tion, the story had been permanently
filed under E for evil. If the court was
unclear whether Williums waz a monster
or @ schizophrenic, morally warped or
menUdly il or both - that distinetion was
Jost on the publis,

Indecd, on the
day that Williamns was
ushered in and out of
court in two minutes,
New York State leg-
islatore fued a bill to
make a new felony.
To knowingly expose
an uninformed part-
ner to HIV would be
“aggravated rechless :
endangerment,”
worth up to 15 years |
in jal - if he lived
thal long.

Well, I hold no -
brief for this mad/bad .
man. If the stories -
hold true, this drug
dealer and statutory
rapist, this man who !
went through a com-
munity spreading
HIV like some horrif-
ic Johinny Appleseed,
has lost his right to
freedom. Give me the
key and we will never
see his Face aggin.

‘But 1 am struck S
by how much more
altention is given to the most extreme,
deliberate, menacing, even manjacal indi-
vidual than to the menace itself. Do we
think that corralling one mad/bad man or
twy, or iwv dozen, who maliciously infect
unsuspecting partners is an effective pub-
Lic health policy? That it will make a dent
in the statisticn?

Consider the passion with which we
go after the predator and the neglect of
prevention. 1 don't know how Williams
was infected, but most of the cases in the
country now come directly or indirectly
from drug use, from people who share
needles or share beds with people who
shure needles. Needles are the most effi-
cienl way to transfer this disease, far
more &0 than rex.

The "Nushawn Williamm: Bill* pre.

pared for the New York Assembly would
also make it a felony for a drug user with
RIV to knowingly share needles with an
unsuspecting person. But where are al!
the programs for clean needle exchange?

We are playing a certain kind of “let's
pretend.” While we ratchet up the pun-

ishment, we withhold programs that
work.

At 2 hastily assembled high school fo- |

rum on AIDS, parents in Jamestown
were actually warned about the risks of
rharing toothbrushes. They were ol to
pack several in their children's camnp and
college bags,

But in Washington, Congress has Just
made another move in a destructive and
relentless campaign to continue withhold-
ing federal funds for needle exchange
programs. Instead of condoms and clean

necdles, should we ask for toothbrushes?

_The reader-grabber, viewer-grabber
stories are about irresponsible individual

behavior, not irresponsible collective be.
havior. Predators stir the imagination.

Prevention is the boring reality. We react :

to the Faces.

Nushawn Williams, monster or
schizophrenic, irresponsible or pathologi-
cal, is now bevond the reach of every-
thing except punishment. But in the

struggle to contain AIDS, the tools of

education, of condoms and clean needles,
deserve much more of our attlention.

At high noon in the AIDS epidemic, -

this is what we need to face.

Ellen Guodingn ix a Globv culummst,
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY INCIDENT

Did the County act appropriately In seeking a court order to disclose the identity of an
HIV+ person?

Given the unique circumstances in this case, we belisve that the Chautauqua County
Health Commissioner acted appropriataly and respoasibly in seeking a court order ro disclose the
identity of an HIV-infected individual who reprasonts an imunisent danger 1o young girls in the
couaty. The couaty commissioner corsulted with the State Health Department prior to seeking 2
court arder to disclose the|identity of this HIV+ individual to criminal justice authorities and
other health officials.

What are the unique circumstanees that justify disclosure In this case?

This indlvidual committd multlple acts of statutory rape. He knaw he wag HIV positive,
and was counseled In how to protect others. Yer he stated o county authorities that he planned 1o
continue his unprotected sexual activities,. He spread HIV to at least 6 young girls, ages 14 to 18
after he knew be was infected. Disclosure of the jndividual's idontity was deemed necessary to
wam other young girls who may have been infected by this person to seek HIV testing and early
reatment If they are infected.

Is this a bresch-of the State's HIV Confidentiality Law?

oo b
No. The HIV Coafidentiality Law provides suict coafidenriality protections to HIV-
related information as a means of encouraging porentially infocted persous 1o coms forward for

i not meaqt 1o protect persons who are latentionally and repeatedly putting others — especially

minors - at risk. The law specifically allows a court to grant an ordery for disclosure of HIV-
related information when there is a clesr and immizent danger to the public health;

What iz the s_m'.'s Role?

The State Health Department.is providing assistance to Chautauqua County by offeting
free HIV 1esting and counseling services and heiping with contact wacing and notification of
poteantially exposed persons. .

Is this the Grst:tims that the ideutity of an HIV.infertsd person has been disclosad in

respouse to a court order based on a showing of a clear and imminent danger to.the public
health?

)
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Does this action set a precedent that will result in mope widespread disclosure of HIV
infected peaple?

No. This is a very unique case whieh in our judgment warrented this public bealth action
due 1o the alleged intcntional nawrs of HIV vansuiission, and the involvemant of minors . The
Stato's HIV Confidentiality Law has proven very effective in encoursging persons at risk far HIV
infection ta seek counseling, testing and treazmant. Both State and county health officials remain
cognizant of their respaasibilities to protect HIV-related Information and strietly fimut jts
disciosure under the law.

Why won't the State Health Dspartment discloce the identity of the individual or provide
information sbout the case? -

Under she court opder, unly tie Chautauqua County Health Comumissiones and,
sccondarily, the Sheriff and District Attomey are autherized to relcase iaformation about the
HIV.infected individua!,

Does New Yark hava 2 (aw that makes it a Frilﬁ tokmowingly spread HIV?

New York docs not bave a law dealing with intcaticpal transthission of HIV.
However, prosecutors in the past have cjarged HIV infected persons with reckless endangerment
of assault when they have exposed parson knowing that they were infected. ( Questions
on the specifics of the charges should bejdirected to the Chautanqua County's DA.)
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STATEMENT BY STATE BEALTH COMMISSIONER BARBARA A. DEBUONO, M.D
_ ON CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HIV EMERGENCY

ALBANY , October"27 --- Today, I am directing our Buffalo Regional Office ta make
this tragedy lhei; highest priority -- to protect the health and well being of young peaple in
Chautauqua Cov;nty. We will contiaue 10 provide the resources of this Office, including a tsam of
20 disease in:efv:ention specia.list.;z. health educators, eé!damlologisu. HIV counselors and public

health physiciang to assist the County.as is deals with this health emnergency.

Our resoyrces will be devoted w the young people who have been infected, ‘or believe
they may have been infected and to their families - to provide the services and counseling they
ueed and deserve. We-encourage the schools, churches, health providers and the cotnmunity 1o
Join together to. provide a compassionate counseling and education netwark for the young people
of Chautauqua County.

| The New Yotk State Depm of Health has been assisting Chautaugua County as it
has addressed this significant public health threat. We have providsd state persoanel to carry out
parnner notification, counscling and testing and have also mobilized local HIV community-based

organizations-and health educatars to provida informational programs in the schools for students,
teachers, administrators and school health personnel. ' :

Wa encourage anyane who has engaged in unprotected sex or needle sharing to seek
confidential HIV- tosting and counseliag through the County Health Deparument (716) 753-4314.
We will continue to assist the County in providing compassionate services to anyons who has, or

fear they have, been infected with HIV.
. o -

-30-

1EWS

Barbars A DeBuono, M.D.. M.PH.. Commissioner
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Thank you Dr. Berke.

As many of you know, I directed g staff of approximately
20 State Health Department People to help ogt Chautauqua
County as it deals with thig public health emergency.

Dr. Berke and the entire County Government have done a
tremendous job responding to this crisis, salute them for
their hard work and its potential for saving lives.

Today, I come here gt the direction of Gavernor Pataki to
assess the situation, pffer whatever help we can provide and
report back to the Gpvernor,

Both Governor Pataki and I are concerned first and -
foremost with thee dren, who have been infected, may be
infected, or have fa%s and questions. We want to assore the
children and their families that we will @ everything
possible-to get them the information and services they need.

Gavamgr Pataki has also directed the State Police and
Superintendent McMahon to Provide the local district
attorney and law enforcement personnel with whatever
investigative resonrces and assistance they might need. He

has also asked State Attorney General Vacea to provide
assistance in this matter.

Today, State Health Department staff are assisting the
County Health Department at anonymous testing sites in
Dunkirk and Jamestown and will begin offering e_dneaﬂonal

doos5
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NYSDOH COMMISSIONER DEBUONQ 'S COMMENTS AT A PRESS CONFERENCE
. INCHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 10/28/97
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services at schools and youth centers in the county,

We also continue to look at the possihility of other areas of
the state being impacted by this public health emergency.
We are in contact with New York City bealth officials — who
we kuow have interviewed the man in question and are

following-up on contacts he has identified. We are also
warking with Mouroe Couaty.

Sv arvmema . n It A FEm RS Sm s v L

In addition to the belp we offered yesterday, today we can
report that we have taken the following additlonal steps:

= STD staff have begun reviewing their files to
ascertain whether this man has been Identified as a sexual
partaer in any othier cases of patentially sexually transmitted
disease. This review i3 ongoing and statewide and will help
us determine if this case will extend beyond the areas
already reperted. '

— EMS staff from our Buffalo Regioual Office will
begin working with and providing additionsl training to
EMS units in Chautauqua County to utilize their networks
and linkages in the community to expaud our educational -
and prevention efforts.

— Our labs, which perform the testing for the HIV on
blood samples snbmitted, will prioritize those from-
Chantaaqua County to expedits the turnaround time for
both positive and negative tests. Negative tost results will be
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reported within 24 hours and postive tests, becanse of the
need for additional follow-up steps, will he reported within 4

days. Under normal conditions, these tests are reported back
within 2 weeks,

~ We will speed up 2 new multi-media advertising
campaign stressing the ueed for carly HIV testing —
especially in light of the advances of new potentizlly life
saving drugs being used today. This campaign will begin
first in Chautauqua County.

Lastly, and most importantly, I waut to stress our
concern for the victims and their families ~ and to offer
these very important words of prevention for our childrens

.. First of all, dunt engage in high risk hehaviors —
unprotected sex or needle sharing. The best advice for
Preventing the discase is don't have sex, I read today a quote
{n one of the New York City parents, where a doctor said the
girls she sees say they can tell if a guy ix alright by “looking
in his eyes.” That's a utterly false sense of security we can’t
see perpetuated. |

For bumu, please talk to your children, giv‘e them the
support structare they need to resist the peer pressare and
make the right declsions.

Thank you. And now Dr. Berke and I will take your
questions. '

PRGE 12
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RN CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY DEPABTMENT OF HEALTH

ANDEEN . GOODRLY.
Cunty Enwtioy

NOSERT 3L, 1D,
Cosuniatuyy of i

BTV UPDATE CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 102797  Contact:  Dr. Reberi Berke
(716) 7434314
mortoducusdngthspuhhchnlﬂl im;haﬂnuofthis morning’s conferemos, I would liks to

mmdmofwumwmdmunﬁdnpmyhmmdhkwuaﬂm All individuals in
thisSmmmmm'wuﬂdndmmmwdlwofm/AmSMquIve
them. mmhdnswﬁngmdmmh&&mtummm Taday'liwn@
Mﬁa&mwm&hw,&n@hgﬂmﬂmm&mmm&hwﬁ
messures speoifically designed 1o prevent the sprwad of disaase to other peraons, have been deemed by
the caurts ™ apply. |

As part of an angoing Chautancus County Health Department investigation, our staf? have
identified I'l wmdmv-ﬁéﬁonﬁnkédmmmofmhﬁﬁm What makes this

KE MW/ o (B3RS ILEESTTA 5 maEm Myaat W T

cluster 80 unique is the fact that aithough all Gf the 2sw cases of HIV infeorion fiem Srom hetamosexul
| emmmmwmmwfu«wm.mxw-muw

funhnwuumdndmmuuwbmhﬂmemd.mdnorMWon
Furtharmears, i;fa.-ppunthnh&dmwmihinmm-bmhh_miﬁnm.h daia, Ig,
Chmqu&u&y,waﬁhnmhmdﬁdhﬂdﬂ mondaqmd&hdiﬁdud, and
conﬂ.n_h‘mkolITchhnvahdti::goadﬁamuofhdngahhtuuwanmhﬁd
assisrce from the NYS Health Department, the AIDS Instirts and Canters For Disease Contl in
Adlamea in ordar 1o address the raany complax issuas that this problem poses.

During our ongoing investigations uiﬁbcofinihﬂmhmﬂm:umhuf

the information gathered.

Hel K CLETIGER SUREDIS, 7 NOSTH SXI STASET, MAVILLE. MW YOME 14757-1087. (116 7534518
O
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1) Mnnydthaahwbohuua.m:'nqmbyommthmﬁdmm?mn
schoulandcnmmmtwnrh _

2 Mast of the cates dayaoustrate  sgrificant mumber of socual partets and s 1k of eomcwra for
barrier contraseption. |

3). Ihuuud-mnm:houmqnhhlwdofdmmwmmouymmhtw
dxugsappomwblmphcmdinu!ﬂmamofhom

4) There iy Mmmmaw:mmmmymu:mumhnfmm

cagtacts in other NYS municipal jumdicuou outside Chaurusua County.

Tmmmmmmbw;nhlﬁwmnmuahMu:

In The Sbourt Term

Ithmmvemmcﬁmhmmmwmwmhwhmyhnwm

- —

mmmmhmbw&ew and EOV tegtiag as socn as possible. There are
mumwmbwotmd:wmtqmmmnqmwvuwbamkdumﬂn
mmmu'mmuumuwbémmmmmum n any
cirapmstancs, mummmmmmwmumwmmw
mk-pmmwudlumwu '

To that end;

-thoCCIID with the help of NY8 mmum«mmmm-mm
hath omjmmmumkommm-wmnmuudm
-rmwunumwuwmmdumuwmmmxymm
Wmhm“amﬁhmwmmdmmwml
mammmmummfhmmmwmgcmwh
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In The Long Ter:a
M@wmwmwhmwmmmmm
hurnan sexuality cducazion ar sxists ta aur schools. This anzmunity besed effort has redused our
wmpupmymﬁomapmdm&dwomlnlelz,miupmlmmmmm
everage. All our schiools are in eawmplianse with NYS Boand of Rageats TV Educstion Mandates.
Yot.lnsphcf:hinéattwﬁndmlmﬂlhiaj\muew.ﬁ:mmma:dnm
puhuchbmhilmlhmmmmwyofnoatofu:whﬁwadwurkiachmnCom!y. Ta
somomuho“p:oblu"hawmdﬁnof oue ;\ﬂlgmuinpuh!icbﬂlthﬁeidwmﬁmmﬂy
‘tracking this ispus threugh o mae of el bas been 8 Fibuss v the quality of the ol 2, qur
depurtnent. '
Thce‘hnndoublthnthnmmmity,mmohndowdqmmhmsmdloukn .
whaﬂmhhsphu.md{anqu&uhmughwﬂmﬂmotdueomgﬁmwevﬂunsdm
ewlonmuvwmmwm-rum Weo must also rethink the past end be ready
wmmwuwmwwwwumwmﬂmmywhmhhmhw
fequins to make betist decisicns.
Fmﬂly.lwnu!dh-mmmdldmtvmumcma-mtmnwdmmmwnhot
parsuts g faxhilies in the lives of our shildrea- Aa & fataac of four, & physician end e public beaith
official, Imqpmwmumdmmwumm . Thow is much work w beo
donulr'nmwuﬁpwd&hhﬂdﬂn‘&ﬂnwmn}yuubﬁzhﬁmlmum

mtlumnmmmhwmmmwﬁmvnwmm
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