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TELEPHONE 
(404) 730-8206

FACSIMILE 
(404) 730-4764

Sandra L. 'J'hunnan, Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Ms.yThurman:

As the Chief Elected Official of the Atlanta Eligible Metropolitan Area for the purposes of Title I of 
the Ryan White CARE Act, I am writing to ask for your assistance in addressing an issue of grave 
concern to this office. In short, it is my belief that Mr. Harold Phillips, an employee of the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, has improperly and publicly stated his intent to "investigate" the practices of this office in 

relation to the allocation & re-allocation of Title I dollars.

Mr. Phillips has been reported in a local Atlanta newspaper as indicating that he has been contacted 
by an agency in the Atlanta EMA regarding said processes and is prepared to respond to that 
agency’s concerns. While I have every confidence that our locally adopted and implemented 
processes will withstand any level of scrutiny, I am concerned that this agent of HRSA is attempting 
to intervene in a situation which is outside ofhis purview. As you arc aware, all EMAs arc required 
by legislation and regulation to have grievance processes in place by which alleged complaints may 
be resolved. It is not within HRSA’s authority to set-aside this process and attempt to intervene into 
the particulars of a process for which HRSA has no standing.

While 1 have asked the Fulton County Attorney to solicit certain information, T believe that your 
assistance in this matter might prove to be invaluable. Specifically, I am seeking to delennine:
1) what is HRSA’s written standard operating procedures for re.sponding to inqumes by an 

agency with which URSA has no fiduciary or contractual relationship;
2) what is HRSA’s written standard operating procedures for responding to inquiries by 

members of the press regarding local processes and procedures;
3) what processes exist within HHS for this EMA to lodge a fonnal complaint against HRSA;

and.
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4) if such a process does not exist within HHS, what remedies arc appropriate for us to seek via
members of Georgia’s congressional delegation in terms ofan investigation into the eonduct 
of HRSA? I have seheduled meetings with certain Members of Congress while T am in 
Washington March 2, 2000 providing testirnony before the Senate regarding the 
reauthorization of the CARE Act and could broach this issue with our delegation during that 
visit.

1 thank you in advance for any assistance which you might be able to provide to us. My staff has been 
unsuccessful so far in its attempts to speak with anyone at HRSA (other than our Project Officer) 
regarding this issue and it is our hope that you will have greater success.

Sincerely,

Mike Kerin
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