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September 22, 1998
Ms. Sandra Thurman
Director _
White House Office of National AIDS Policy \
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Thurman:

Knowing of your ongoing interest in HIV/AIDS, I am sending you a tee shi a reminder of my continued advocacy
for increased funding and improved services for people living with AIDS. TD'started planning my annual AIDS Walk
and related educational activities in 1995 and successfully organized the first-ever Minority Women and Children
AIDS Walk in 1997. Over the past few years, I have convened numerous workshops on prevention, intervention,
treatment, and access to federal resources and have created an Advisory Board of noted physicians and researchers.
Although we have seen tremendous gains in the FDA approval of more drugs and the expanded life span of people
living with HIV in recent years, we still have far too many obstacles to overcome before we can declare victory.

This past year, the overall number of deaths associated with AIDS fell while the number of minority vomen and
children who contract and die from this disease continued to climb. HIV infection is the leading cause of death among
Black women age 25 to 44. Fifty-seven percent of all HIV cases are among African Americans, 55% are among
people under 34 years old, and minorities represent 82% of all AIDS cases among children in this country. In
addition, it costs more than $150,000 to treat a person for HIV infection and at the current rate of annual infections
in the United States, the nation adds $6.2 billion in future health care costs alone for HIV every year. Clearly, we
cannot afford to let these staggering statistics paralyze us. By organizing regional events such as the annual Minority
Women and Children's AIDS Walk and providing valuable education and prevention programs in communities most
in need, we can make a significant impact on the lives of minority women and children.

Thank you for your support as I continue to work for increased funding for education programs for the underserved,
munority and low-income communities as well as more access to the wonder drugs which are successfully extending
the lives of HIV positive people nearly tenfold. I hope that you will be able to join me for the 1999 AIDS Walk in
Apnl and other future AIDS awareness events. I would appreciate your input and thoughts on these efforts.

Sincerely,

Mempkr/of Congress

Not paid for with taxpayer funds.

o
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AID ACTION

September 4, 1998

The Honorable Donna Shalala

Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala:

On behalf of AIDS Action, the national voice on AIDS, representing all Americans affected by
HIV/AIDS and the 3,200 community-based service organizations that serve them, I am writing
to stress the importance of HIV prevention and the need to increase federal HIV prevention
funding by twenty-five percent to stem the rate of new infections. It is critical that HIV
prevention be a priority for HHS when you meet with OMB on September 14 to discuss the
Administration’s budget request for fiscal year 2000. Federal HIV prevention funding at the
CDC has been essentially flat during the past three years. As we enter the new millenium, AIDS
Action urges the Administration to make HIV prevention a priority.

Enclosed are recent articles from major newspapers throughout the country on our unveiling of a
ten-point plan to reinvigorate HIV prevention efforts in our nation. AIDS Action recommends
prevention interventions that are rooted in science and empirical data to curb the rising rate of
new HIV infections. Unfortunately, our nation’s current HIV prevention efforts are insufficient
and inadequately linked with other public health priorities. We encourage HHS to continue to
work with the Surgeon General to get accurate, new prevention messages out to America,
especially our youth, women, and communities of color.

HIV prevention remains our best line of defense against the tide of new infections, especially
among young people, women, and communities of color. A funding increase is needed to keep
pace with an epidemic that unfortunately continues to grow at a rate of 40,000 to 60,000 new
infections a year, half of which occur among people under the age of 25. As you know, the CDC
estimates that 650,000 to 900,000 Americans are now living with HIV disease. These tragic
figures highlight the need to increase funding for this infectious disease.

Increased prevention is our best hope to reverse the trend of new infections, and limit the ravages
of HIV/AIDS among communities of color and women. The Congressional Black Caucus
recently declared a “State of Emergency” because of the alarming rates of HIV/AIDS in the
black community. As you are aware, Blacks and Latinos make up 66% of AIDS cases, and
blacks account for more AIDS cases than any other racial/ethnic group.

1875 Connecticut Ave, NW Suite 700 Washington, DC 20009 202 986 1300 202 986 1345 www.aidsaction.org




Thank you for your commitment to the HIV/AIDS portfolio in general which has resulted in a
decline of AIDS deaths for two straight years. Now, your leadership is needed in the area of
HIV prevention to ensure that new infections begin to decline.

Sincerely,

D‘aniel Zingale

Executive Director

cc: David Breier
Eric Goosby
Chris Jennings
Daniel Mendehlson
evin Thurm
</ Sandy Thurman
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Tuesday, July 21, 1998

AIDS activists demand more funding

WASHINGTON (AP) — Demand-
ing millions more for HIV prevention
and televised condom ads, AIDS ac-
tivists said Monday the nation has
slacked off vital efforts to keep
Americans — esgecially young
people — from catching the AIDS wi-
rus.

Saving lives isn't the only issue. At
least 40,000 Americans every year
catch the deadly virus, half of whom
the government estimates are under
age 25. They add $6.2 billion in life-
time treatment costs to the nation’s
health care bill, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention an-
nounced Monday. '

The CDC hasn’t won a budget in-
crease to fight new infections in three
years, and research suggests some
people most at risk of HIV have be-
come complacent, activists said.
Two-thirds of gay men say they've

had unsafe sex at least once in the
last 18 months, concluded one study
presented at last month’s World
AIDS Conference.

“AIDS drugs cost $40 a day” and
do not cure the disease, said Daniel
Zingale of AIDS Action. “This con-
dom costs 40 cents. Our plan today
will not only save lives, it would save
dollars.”

Secret Service agents arrested 10
other AIDS activists who briefly
chained themselves to desks in the
office of President Clinton’s top AIDS
adviser to protest the administra-
tion’s refusal to allow federal funding
of needle exchange programs.

Experts say 33 people every day
catch HIV from dirty drug needles or
sex with addicts. Scientific studies
show letting addicts swap used
needles for clean ones lowers the risk
of HIV’'s spread. Some 110 U.S.

needle exchanges operate with local
or private funding, but communities
say they need federal tax dollars to
reach more addicts. But Clinton side-
stepped a political fight by refusing
in April to provide such federal aid.
AIDS Action brought together pub-
lic health officials and AIDS workers
Monday to call for new HIV preven-
tion programs that could act as a
“virtual AIDS vaccine.” The main de-
mand was a 25 percent increase in
the CDC’s $634 million budget for
AIDS education and prevention.

Congress has added millions to
government programs that pay for
drugs for AIDS patients, but increas-
ing AIDS education and prevention
money significantly is considered a
tougher fight. AIDS activists particu-
larly worry that a new conservative
campaign against homosexuality will
hurt efforts.



AIDS prevention efforts

Public health officials call
for programs to act as
‘virtual AIDS vaccine’

ABBOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Demanding
millions more for HIV prevention
and televised condom ads, AIDS
activists said yesterday that the
nation has slacked off vital efforts
to keep Americans — especially
young people — from catching the
AIDS virus.

At least 40,000 Americans every
year catch the deadly acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome, half of
whom the government estimates
are under age 25. They add $6.2
billiori In lifetime treatment costs
to the nation’s health care bill, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention announced yesterday.

The CDC hasn’t won a budget,
increase to fight new infections in
three years, and research suggests
some people most at risk of hu-
man immunodeficiency virus have
become complacent, activists
said. Two-thirds of gay men say
they have had unsafe sex at least
once in the last 18 months, con-
cluded one study presented at last
month’s World AIDS Conference,

“AIDS drugs cost $40 a day”
and do not cure the disease, said
Daniel Zingale of AIDS Action.
“This condom costs 40 cents.- Our
plan today will not only save lives,

Baltimore, Maryland

July 21, 1998

have waned, activists say

it would save dollars.”

Secret Service agents arrested
10 other AIDS activists who briefly
chained themselves to desks in
the office of President Clinton’s
top AIDS adviser to protest the
administration’s refusal to allow
federal funding of needle exchange
programs.

Experts say 33 people every day
catch HIV from dirty drug needles
or sex with addicts. Scientific
studies show letting addicts swap
used needles for clean ones lowers
the risk of spreading HIV. Some
110 U.8S. needle exchanges operate
with local or private funding.
Since 1994, Baltimore has operat-
ed a program that has distributed
more than 1.75 million syringes to
7,300 addicts. It is considered one
of the largest programs in the
country on a per capita basis.

Communities say they need
federal tax dollars to reach more

addicts. But Clinton sidestepped
a political fight by refusing in April
to provide such federal aid.

“To have the United States gov-
ernment play politics with peo-
ple’s lives — it's just not OK any-
more,” said Kenneth Vail, who
runs a needle exchange program
in Cleveland and was among those
arrested. “I see on a daily basis
people being turned away, and
they go out and use dirty needles
and contract the virus.”

AIDS Action brought together
public health officials and AIDS
workers yesterday to call for pro-
grams that could act as a “virtual
AIDS vaccine,” including:

= A 25 percent increase in the
CDC’s $634 million budget for
AIDS education and other HIV
prevention programs.

» TV networks that air pro-
grams rated “S” for sexual content
to also allow condom ads to air

during those programs.

= Doctors, clinics and hospitals
to begin using a new 10-minute
HIV test immediately. An older
test takes about a week to get re-
sults, and thousands of Americans
who get tested each year never re-
turn tolearnifthey're infected.

= AIDS education to reach
more teen-agers by creating an
AIDS prevention Web site that
links to popular teen Internet
sites.

®» CDC to launch a new cam-
paign to persuade more people at
riskto get tested.
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AIDS coalition urges voluntary HIV testing

By Ruth Larson

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A coalition of AIDS groups re-
versed their long-standing opposi-
tion to AIDS testing yesterday and
urged Americans to undergo vol-
untary testing in order to prevent
further spread of the deadly virus
among a new generation.

More than 30 AIDS groups
called for “anonymous, confiden-
tial and private” HIV testing and
lifting the federal ban on funding
needle-exchange programs as part
of a new “10-point plan to rein-
vigorate our national commitment
to HIV prevention.”

They also endorsed sophisti-
cated marketing techniques to sell
the prevention message and edu-
cation programs in order to stem
the spread of the disease, includ-
ing teaching abstinence and put-
ting the AIDS hot line on the Inter-
net.

“If there were a medical vaccine
for AIDS, imagine the forces mo-
bilized to deploy it,” said Daniel
Zingale, executive director of
AIDS Action, a group that rep-
resents 2,400 AIDS organizations.

“The irony is that today we have
a virtual vaccine — prevention and
education — and those forces are
paralyzed,” he said at a news con-
ference yesterday.

Young people will be the pri-
mary focus of the new education
campaign. A recent study found
that, while they represent half of
all new HIV infections, only 10
percent thought they were at risk.

“Just say no' doesn't work,” Mr.
Zingale said, referring to Nancy
Reagan's anti-drug slogan in the
1980s. “People need to know what

they can do, not only what they_

can't.

“Individual responsibility
means that those who are HIV-
positive or at risk for HIV have a
responsibility to protect [their]
own health and the health of oth-
ers,” he said.

The new emphasis on preven-
tion and testing marks a reversal
for many of the graups, which for
years opposed AIDS testing and fo-
cused on the need for a cure.

Ronald S. Johnson of the Gay
Men’s Health Crisis of New York
said that, when antibody tests for
HIV first became available in
1985, many AIDS organizations
advised their clients against taking
the test for fear that the results
would be misused. :

“Today, in 1998, there has never
been a better time to get tested for
HIV” he said. “The HIV testing
gap is the engine that drives this
epidemic.”

New safeguards now protect the
rights of individuals with HIV or
AIDS. For example, the Supreme
Court recently rejected a chal-
lenge to the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act involving a dentist’s
refusal to treat an HIV-infected pa-
tient.

“Fear of discrimination should
no longer be a reason to reject or
delay HIV testing,” Mr. Johnson
said. Nevertheless, the groups con-
tinue to oppose mandatory testing,
or the registering of clients’
names, saying that anonymous
testing increases the number of in-
dividuals who will get tested.

But testing must be followed by
health care, he said. “HIV testing
without an assurance of treatment
is a cruel joke for the infected and
is dangerous for the health of our
country.”

-Ironically, the coalition's policy
turnabout may stem from medical
breakthroughs in treating HIV and
AIDS.

“New AIDS drugs have pro-
longed the lives of thousands and
gave us hope that an HIV diagnosis
was no longer a sentence to certain
death,” Mr. Zingale said.

“But the new AIDS drugs that
gave the gift of prolonged life also
gave way to a misperception of
‘cure, end and over’ As a result,
risky behavior increased and, con-
sequently, so did HIV infection
rates,” he said.

Dr. Helene Gayle, director of
HIV prevention at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
said the number of new HIV infec-
tions is rising by at least 40,000 a
year. At an average lifetime cost of
$154,402 per HIV patient, that
equates to an extra $6.2 billion in
health care costs every year.

The latest CDC figures show
that blacks represent 57 percent of
HIV cases and women represent
28 percent. Just 18 percent of all
HIV cases result from heterosex-
ual contact.

Dr. Gayle said data on the num-
ber of young people infected are
“very alarming.” Youths aged 13 to
24 represent 14 percent of new
HIV infections, those aged 25 to 29
represent 18 percent of new cases,
and those aged 30 to 34 represent
23 percent of new cases, CDC fig-
ures show.

Pollster Celinda Lake said her
polling showed that focusing on
young people getting HIV or AIDS
strikes a chord with the public. As
one respondent told pollsters:
“Pregnancy used to be the issue.
But now I'm going to teach my
daughter she could die from sex.”

Secret Service agents yesterday
arrested 10 AIDS activists who
chained themselves to desks in the
White House AIDS adviser’s office
to protest the administration’s re-
fusal to fund needle-exchange pro-
grams.

Coalition members responded
by urging the removal of Mr. Clin-
ton's drug policy chief, Gen. Barry
McCaffrey, who has lead the fight
against such programs.

A new study, to be released to-
day, finds that the AIDS virus can
lurk undetected in the body’s im-
mune cells. The reservoir of la-
tently infected immune cells may
be established as quickly as 10
days after the initial infection.
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AIDS group: False
hopes add danger

by Paul Kane
States News Service

WASHINGTON — A coalition of
AIDS advocacy groups is warn-
ing that recent publicity of some
advances in finding a cure for
the dreaded disease may actually
be helping to spread it.

They issued the warning as
they kicked off an initiative yes-
terday that stresses voluntary
testing and prevention efforts to
halt the spread of the HIV virus,
particularly among African-
Americans.

The advocates said recent re-
search efforts have only helped
in stopping the spread of AIDS in
people who have already con-
tracted the disease.

They added that the AIDS
“cocktails,” introduced to pa-
tients in 1996, have left a false
impression that a cure is at
hand.

“In 1996, we got hope. In 1997,
we got complacent.

“In 1998, we get reality,” said
Daniel Zingale, executive direc-
tor of AIDS Action, a Washing-
ton-based group that organized
the summit.

Despite increased awareness of
the disease, there has been a re-
cent rise in the number of peo-
ple newly infected with HIV, at
about 40,000 a year. Zingale at-
tributed it to a new level of
“risky behavior” by homosex-
uals and intravenous drug users.

The bulk of the growth in HIV
infections comes from the Afri-
can-American community,
where church leaders and activ-
ists have had a difficult time
talking about what is often
called a gay disease.

In Philadelphia, more than 60
percent of people with full-
blown AIDS are black. National-
ly, 57 percent of all people with
HIV, the virus that leads to AIDS,
are black, up from 30 percent,
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

The groups stopped short of
endorsing the combative tactics
of more radical advocacy groups
whose members have been ar-
rested staging sit-ins in the of-
fice of President Clinton's AIDS
policy coordinator.

They were challenging Clin-
ton’s decision not to provide
funding for federal needle ex-
change programs. B
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Groups seek more funding

for HIV prevention eflorts

By Steve Sternberg
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Alarmed at the
spread of AIDS nationwide, AIDS ad-
vocates on Monday demanded mil-
lions for HIV prevention and decried
the nation’s “paralyzed” prevention
efforts.

Officials estimate that as many as
900,000 people now carry HIV, the vi-
rus that causes AIDS, in the USA.
Roughly 40,000 people get the lethal
virus each year, half of them younger
than 25. New cases add $6.2 billion in
lifetime treatment costs:to the na-
“tion’s AIDS~care bill each year.

Washington-based AIDS Action re-
leased a 10-point plan designed to
kick-start prevention efforts. It called
for a 25% increase in funding for fed-
eral prevention programs. During the
last two years, funding for prevention
has hovered at just above $600 million.

“Imagine if we had a medical vac-

cine for HIV/AIDS, and the forces
that would be deployed to get it out
there,” said the group’s director, Dan-
iel Zingale. “The closest thing we
have today is a virtual vaccine — pre-
vention and education — but those ef-
forts are paralyzed.

“We're in our second year of flat
funding, in contrast to appropriate in-
creases for AIDS research, care and
housing.”

“Until we have a vaccine, until we
have a cure, our first line of defense
is prevention,” said Sandra Thurman,
director of the White House Office of
National AIDS policy.

Secret Service agents arrested 10
demonstrators who laid siege to Thur-
man’s Washington office Monday.
Several chained themselves to furni-
ture to protest the administration’s
decision in April not to fund needle-
exchange programs.

The AIDS Action plan, called “Vir-
tual Vaccine,” also calls for:

.. FIRST IN DAILY READERS

By Gregory Smith, AP
Thurman: The ‘first line of defense
(against AIDS) is prevention.’

» Condom ads on all major net-
work programs rated “S” for sexual
content. _

» Federal funding of programs al-
lowing drug abusers to exchange
dirty needles for clean ones.

» Drug treatment on request to
prevent further spread among illicit
needle-sharers.

» Widespread HIV testing.
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Activists Say
U.S. AIDS Fight
Is Losing Steam

They urge more funds to save youths

Assoclated Press

Washington

Demanding millions of dollars
more for HIV prevention and tele-
vised condom ads, AIDS activists
said yesterday that the nation has
slacked off vital efforts to keep
Americans — especially young
people — from getting HIV, the
AIDS virus.

Saving lives isn't the only issue.
At least 40,000 Americans every
year catch the deadly virus, half of
whom the government estimates
are under age 25. They add $6.2 bil-
lion in lifetime treatment costs to
the nation’s health care bill, the na-
tional Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention announced yester-
day.

The CDC hasn’t won a budget
increase in three years to fight
new infections, and research sug-
gests that some people most at risk
of being infected with HIV have
become complacent, activists said.
Two-thirds of gay men say they
have had unsafe sex at least once
in the last 18 months, concluded a
study presented at last month's
World AIDS Conference.

“AIDS drugs cost $40 a day”
and do not cure the disease, said
Daniel Zingale of AIDS Action.
“This condom costs 40 cents. Our
plan today will not only save lives,

- it would save dollars.”

Experts say that 33 people ev-
ery day get infected with HIV
from used drug needles or
through sex with HIV-positive ad-
dicts. Scientific studies show that
letting drug users swap used nee-
dles for clean ones lowers the risk
of HIV’s spread. An estimated 110
US. needle exchange programs
operate with local or private fund-
ing, but community activists say
that they need federal tax dollars
to reach more drug users. Clinton
sidestepped a political fight by re-
fusing in April to provide such fed-
eral aid.

“To have the United States gov-

ernment play politics with people’s-

lives — it’s just not OK anymore,”
said Kenneth Vail, who runs a nee-

die exchange program in Cleve-
land. “I see on a daily basis people
being turned away, and they go
out and use dirty needles and con-
tract the virus.”

AIDS Action brought together
public health officials and AIDS
workers yesterday to call for new
HIV prevention programs that
could act as a “virtual AIDS vac-
cine.” The main demand was a 25
percent increase in the CDC's $6834
million budget for AIDS education
and other HIV prevention pro-
grams.

Congress has added millions to
government programs that pay for
drugs for AIDS patients, but in-
creasing AIDS education and pre- .
vention money significantly is con-
sidered a tougher fight.

An estimated 26 percent of
HIV-infected young people caught
the virus through heterosexual in-
tercourse, said Dr. Helene Gayle,
CDC’s AIDS chief. “If people in
leadership positions care about the
future of this nation, you've got to
care about HIV prevention,” she
said.

Activists also called for:

BTV networks that air pro-
grams rated “S” for sexual content
to also allow condom ads to air dur-
ing those programs.

B Doctors, clinics and hospils
to begin using a new 10-minute
HIV test immediately. An older
test takes about a week to get re-
sults, and thousands of Americans
who get tested each year never re-
turn to learn if they're infected.
People who don’t know they are
infected can unknowingly spread
HIV to others.

@AIDS education to reach
more teenagers by creating an
AIDS prevention Web site that
links to popular teen Internet sites.

BCDC to launch a new cam-
paign to persuade more people at
risk to get tested. An estimated
50,000 people in New York State
have HIV and don't know it, ac-
cording to a computer model by
workers at the Gay Men’s Healt)
Crisls.
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AIDS Activists Urge Funds

|
Tuesday

for Prevention Programs July 21

From Associated Press

WASHINGTON —Demanding
millions more for HIV prevention
and televised condom ads, AIDS
activists . said Monday that the
nation has slacked off vital efforts
to keep Americans—especially
young people—from catching the
AIDS virus.

Saving lives isn’t the only issue.
Every year at least 40,000 Ameri-
cans catch HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS. An estimated half of
those stricken are under 25. They
add $6.2 billion in lifetime treat-
‘ment costs to the nation’s health
care bill, the Centers for Disease
_Control and Prevention said.

The CDC hasn't won a budget
increase to fight new infections in
three years, and research suggests
some people most at risk of HIV
have become complacent, activists
said. Two-thirds of gay men say
" they've had unprotected sex at least
once in the last 18 months, con-
cluded one study presented at last
month’s World AIDS Conference.

“AIDS drugs cost $40 a day” and
do not cure the disease, said Daniel
Zingale of AIDS Action. “This
condom costs 40 cents. Our plan
today will not only save lives, it
would save dollars.” S

Secret Service agents arrested 10

other AIDS activists who briefly :

chained themselves to desks in the
office of President Clinton’s top
AIDS advisor to protest the admin-
istration’s refusal to allow federal
funding of needle exchanges. )
Experts say 33 people every day
catch HIV—or human immuno-
deficiency virus—from dirty drug
needles or sex with addicts. Scien-
tific studies show leiting addicts
swap used needles for clean ones
lowers the risk of spreading HIV.
About 110 U.S. needie exchanges
operate with local or private fund-
ing, but communities say they need
federal tax dollars to reach more
addicts. Nonetheless, Clinton side-
stepped a political fight by refusing
in April to provide such federal aid.
To have the United States gov-
ernment play politics with people’s
lives—it's just not OK anymore,”
gaid Kenneth Vail, who runs a
needle exchange program in
Cleveland and was- among those
arrested. “I see on. a daily basis

people being turned away, and .

they go out and use dirty needles
and contract the virus.”
AIDS Action brought public

. health officlals and AIDS workers

together Monday to call for new
HIV prevention programs. The
main demand was a 26% increase
in the CDC's $634-million budget
for education and other programs.

1998
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AIDS activists demand more funding

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Demanding
millions of dollars more for HIV
prevention and televised condom
ads, AIDS activists said yesterday
the nation has slacked off vital ef-
forts to keep Americans, especially
young people, from catching the
.AIDS virus.

Saving lives isn't the only issue.
At least 40,000 Americans, half of
whom the government estimates
are under age 25, catch the deadly
virus every year. They add $6.2
billion in lifetime treatment costs
‘to the nation’s health care bill, the
.Centers for Disease Control and
. Prevention announced yesterday.

The CDC has not won a budget
increase to fight new infections in
three years, and research suggests
some people most at risk of HIV
have become complacent, activists
said. Two-thirds of gay men say
they have had unsafe sex at least
once in the last 18 months, con-
cluded one study presented at last

Education lacking,
gathering is told

month's World AIDS Conference.

“AIDS drugs cost $40 a day”
and do not cure the disease, said
Daniel Zingale of AIDS Action.
“This condom costs 40 cents. Our
plan today will not only save lives,
it would save dollars.” '

Secret Service agents arrested
10 other AIDS activists who brief-
ly chained themselves to desks in
the office of President Clinton’s
top AIDS adviser to protest the
administration’s refusal to allow
federal funding of needle exchange
programs.

Specialists say 33 people every
day catch HIV from dirty drug
needles or sex with addicts. Scien-
tific studies show letting addicts
swap used needles for clean ones
lowers the risk of HIV’s spread.
About 110 US needle exchanges
operate with local or private fund-

ing, but communities say they

-need US tax dollars to reach more

addicts. But Clinton sidestepped a
political fight by refusing in April
to provide such federal aid.

“To have the United States
government play politics with peo-
ple’s lives - it’s just not OK any-
more,” said Kenneth Vail, who
runs a needle exchange program
in Cleveland and was among those
arrested.

AIDS Action brought together
public health officials and AIDS
workers yesterday to call for new
HIV prevention programs that
could act as a “virtual AIDS vac-
cine.” The main demand was a 25
percent increase in the CDC’s
$634 million budget for AIDS edu-
cation and other HIV prevention
programs.

HIV infects across-the-board,
Dr. Helene Gayle, CDC’s AIDS
chief, said yesterday. She said
about 26 percent of HIV-infected
young people caught the virus
through heterosexual intercourse.
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cAVE  [VES yoW !

c/o The Harm Reduction Coalition, 22 West 27th Street, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10001, 212.213.6376 x17, fax 212.213.6582
email: ncsin@dti.net, website: http://www.safeworks.org/savelivesnow/

August 10, 1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman

Coordinator

White House Office for National HIV/AIDS Policy
736 Jackson Place

Washington, DC 20305

FAX: 202-456-2438

BY FAX AND MAIL
Dear Ms. Thurman:

On Monday July 20th, members of the National Coalition to Save Lives Now made several demands of the Office of
National HIV/AIDS Policy (ONAP), which you indicated you could not meet. As you can well imagine, our three
major demands, your public response to them, and our subsequent seizure of your office, have sparked a great deal of
discussion among advocates and needle exchangers. The discussion has focused on what ONAP can and should do
in light of the unexpectedly shocking and deadly April 20t decision by the Administration, not to fund needle
exchange.

We hope you understand that we were protesting National HIV/AIDS Policy, rather than your performance
specifically. Further, we believe that there are many steps which your office can take, other than voicing opposition
to the current policy, which would result in the increased availability of syringes to those at risk and ultimately, to the
prevention of HIV.

We recommend that ONAP:

A. Actively promote the available science on needle exchange programs, particularly with local and state health
officials, and local and state elected officials.

B. Actively encourage the private sector to provide funding for needle exchange programs. ONDCP Director
McCaffrey raised over $2 billion from the private sector for substance abuse prevention advertising. One percent
of that amount would allow for a new syringe for every injection by every IDU in the United States.

C. Actively promote alternative methods for expanding syringe access and disposal, by working with pharmacies,
hospitals other healthcare organizations which may serve injection drug users.

D. Aggressively advocate for the repeal or amendment of local paraphernalia and prescription laws which would
eliminate the fear of arrest that prevents IDUs from carrying their own syringes, and increases the potential for
IDUs to carelessly discard their syringes.

E. Vigorously and diligently clarify misinformation about needle exchange programs, paying special attention to the
misinterpretation of the Montreal and Vancouver HIV studies which continue to influence Congressional debate
and confuse legislators and the public.
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F. Engage in planned media events by visiting needle exchange programs, meeting with drug users, and highlighting
the achievements of state or local health departments which support expanded needle access.

We were somewhat gratified to understand, based on your statements at the meeting, that the President will veto anti-
needle legislation should it pass Congress as an independent measure. As you are surely aware, Congress is poised to
revoke Administration authority to end federal funding restrictions on needle exchange, and possibly severely restrict
local implementation of needle exchange by banning federal funds which support programs which provide access to
sterile sryinges. In light of this situation, we recommend that ONAP:

A. Advocate aggressively, with the Appropriations committees of both houses of Congress, to preserve
administration authority over the funding of needle exchange programs.

B. Insist that the Office for National Drug Control Policy assist in any effort to preserve the administration’s
authority by advocating with members of the appropriations committees and other Congresspersons as
necessary—given the directot’s apparent support for the Health and Human Services Secretary’s current position,
and his apparent influence with several conservative members of congress.

C. Investigate the reasons for the loss of sixteen Democratic votes. These sixteen Democrats voted against the
Hastert/Wicker Amendment (before April 20%), then reversed their stand on needle exchange after the
Administration’s decision not to fund the programs—voting for the Solomon Bill (HR 3717). This resolution
will actually have a worse effect than the Hastert/Wicker Amendment, which these same Democrats opposed. If
such a shift of votes was the result of the Administration’s ambiguous message on needle exchange, it would
seem incumbent on your office to work with these Congresspersons and address their concerns about such
programs.

The Democratic congresspersons who reversed their vote on needle exchange are as follows: Andrews (NJ),
Baldacci (ME), Berry (AR), Blagojevich (IL), Boucher (VA), Ford (TN), Frost (TX), Kaptur (OH), Kind (WT),
Lampson (TX), Pickett (VA), Pallone (NJ), Pomeroy (ND), Rahall (WV), Sanchez (CA), Tauscher (CA).

We are confident that you have at least considered many of the measures suggested above, and we are eager to learn
of, and support, your plans to address them. We therefore invite you to join us on a National Coalition Steering
Committee conference call. Our Steering Committee consists of 58 individuals who represent needle exchange
providers, AIDS advocates, and public health professionals. We encourage you to participate in this informal, non-
threatening question and answer session regarding the issues raised in this letter. If you feel that you are amenable to
such a dialogue, we would be able to arrange such a call within two weeks of a positive response.

We look forward to your feedback, as well as any questions or concerns you may have.

v
l/ : /("A /AQW'\
Chrnis Lanier for

the National Coalition to Save Lives Now!
212-213-6376, x17

FAX: 212-213-6582
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COMMISSIONERS

Nellie D. Duke
Chair
Carrollton

Julianna McConnell
Vice-Chair
Suwanee

Dianne Rogers
Secretary
Atlanta

Stephanie Stuckey
Treasurer
Atlanta

Penny Brown Reynolds
Fayetteville

Elizabeth Plunkett Buttimer
Bowdon

Janelle Ewing
Jonesboro

Emma Gresham
Keysville

Maritza Soto Keen
Loganville

Eleanor Richardson
Decatur

Jacquelyn Saylor
Atlanta

Ann Stallard
Atlanta

Sandra Thurman
Atlanta

Jean M. Turner
Rome

Deana Womack
Marietta

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
Rep. Grace W. Davis
Rep. Nan G. Orrock

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Vaunita Cohen

G
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Commissioner Sandra Thurman
Georgia Commission on Women

Dear Commissioner Thurman,

On Thursday, September 3rd, we will be honoring State Representative Grace W.
Davis with a luncheon at 191 Club. We would like very much for you to honor
her, and us, by being our guest.

We would also like for you to say a few words of testimony to her faithfulness and
hard work as a legislator. We will be presenting a picture of her, which will hang in
the office of the Georgia Commission on Women. There will also be several
legislators invited.

Representative Davis is much appreciated by the Georgia Commission on Women
for her work and influence in passing the legislation which created the
Commission. We hope that this event will let her know of that appreciation.

Julianna McConnell, and the Ga EMC's, will co-host with the Commission.
Lunch will be at 12:00 noon, Thursday, September 3rd at 191 Club, at 191
Peachtree Street in Atlanta. We hope that you will be there. Please RSVP!

Sincerely,

.

e >

Nellie D. Duke, Chair
Georgia Commission on Women

August 24, 1998

Tel:  770-832-7095
Fax: 770-834-5339

148 International Blvd. N.E., Suite 600, Atlanta, GA 30303-1751
Tel: 404-657-9260 / Fax: 404-657-2963 / E Mail: gawomen @ mindspring.com



The Georgia Commission on Women, in collaboration
with its Participating Partners, will host the Fourth
Georgia Summit for Women and Girls on Saturday,
October 3, 1998 at Mercer University in Macon.

Registration fee, which includes lunch, is just $10 for
adults and $5 for students. Scholarships are available
where needed.

The Georgia Commission on Women was created in
1992 by Act of the Georgia Legislature. Fifteen
commissioners, appointed by Governor Zell Miller,
Lt. Gov. Pierre Howard and House Speaker Tom
Murphy, are serving four year terms.

The Mission of the Commission is to advance the
health, educational, economic, social and legal status
of women in Georgia. They do this by conducting
studies and research, disseminating information,
analyzing laws and their impact on women; consuiting
with and informing government officials; cooperating
with the U.S. and other states on programs relating
to women; promoting women's organizations on state
and local levels; accepting public and private grants;
holding public hearings, forums and conferences; and
providing recognition of the accomplishments of
Georgia women.

Georgia Commission on Women
148 International Blvd. NE Suite 600

Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: Fax:
404-657-9260 404-657-2963
770-832-7095 770-834-5339

Email: gawomen@mindspring.com
WebSite: //www.mindspring.com/~gawomen

—PROGRAM—
8:30-9:00  Registration & Continental Breakfast
At Student Center
9:00 Plenary Session |
Introductions & Speakers
10:00-11:30  Breakout Sessions

(Any session is open 1o all; but some are designed for young women)

For Young Women:
1. Being the Best You; The Art of Self Esteem
2. Handling Your Own Money; Staying Out of Debt
3. When No Means No! Acquaintance Rape, Sexual Assault

General:
4. Women's Physical & Emotional Health
5. Laws of Georgia; Their Impact on Women
6. Investing Wisely: For Now, For Later (Retirement Plans)
7. Women on the Web; How to Benefit from Internet

11:45-12:45 Lunch and Collegiate Roundtable
(Students will gather for a Collegiate Roundtable during the funch
period where they will network and discuss issues of importance
to them)

1:00 p.m. Plenary Session Il

Speakers, Recognition of Guests

2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Breakout Sessions For Young Women:
8. Your Health Is Your Business
9. Being the Best You; The Art of Self Esteem

General:
10. Violence Against Women; Elder Abuse, Sexual Assault
11. Gender Bias; Health, Education, Employment;
The Case for Affirmative Action
12. Women's Physical & Emotional Health

Exhibits and Materials
Will Be Available in Lobby of Student Center All Day

To register for the October 3, 1998 Georgia Summit for Women and Girls, Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, fill out the form below, and mail with

registration fee, ($10 adults, $5 students) to: Georgia Commission on Women, 148 International Blvd, NE, Suite 600, Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1751.

Phone #

Name

Address:

Afternoon Breakout (Check 1st choice)

Morning Breakout (Check 1st choice)

gainst Women

Young Women's Health
Being the Best You

Violence A

10.__

Gender Bias
Women's Health

8__
9__ |
12.

1.

0 Means No!

Being the Best You
Handling Your Money
Women's Health
Laws of Georgia
Women on the Web

When N

1
2
3
4.
5
6
7

___Investing Wisely



(Detach this form & mail with appropriate fee(s) to:)

Georgia Commission on Women

148 International Blvd, NE

Suite 600
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1751

Georgia Summit for Women & Girls
Georgia Commission on Women

Nellie D. DUKE, ........cocovveeiiecicnre e Chair
Julianna McConnell ..........cccoveveean. Vice Chair
Dianne Rogers, .........ccccocuue. Secretary/Treasurer
Elizabeth Plunkett Buttimer
Janelle Ewing
Emma Gresham
Maritza S. Keen
Penny Brown Reynolds
Eleanor Richardson
Jacquelyn Saylor
Ann Stallard
Sandra Thurman
Jean Turner
Deana Womack

Conference Site Coordinators:
Dr. Laura Lankin, Mercer University
President Edna Dayton, Macon AAUW

Participating Partners:
Macon AAUW
Mercer University
Wesleyan College
Macon College Women’s Caucus
Girl Scouts of Middle Georgia
YWCA
Macon Woman’s Club
Epsilon Omega Chapter, AKA Sorority
Macon Business & Professional Women’s Club
The Links, Macon Chapter
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Clark Atlanta University Women'’s Initiative
Brenau University
Others to be Announced

GEORGIA
COMMISSION ON
WOMEN

PRESENTS

“feor('giw Jeernmit

(ﬁf‘
Yomere ard ((/OM/”

October 3, 1998
Mercer University
Macon, Georgia



RENAISSANCE INSTITUTE®
September 25, 1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman
1595 Johnson Road
Atlanta, GA 30306

For I8 years . ..

Renaissance Weekends have brought together innovative leaders from diverse fields for discussion,
recreation and renewal, and we hope that you and your family will be able to join us for one of our 1999
Weekends. To introduce you to these gatherings, the Renaissance Institute would be pleased to waive the
Registration Fees for you and your immediate family. (Thus your expenses would include your meals,
lodging, transportation and Camp Renaissance , if applicable, but no Registration Fees while you are in your
current position.)

What IS a Renaissance Weekend®?

Four days filled with lively conversations which transcend political, ideological, economic and
religious differences. A relaxed occasion to renew old friendships and to meet stimulating leaders from many
disciplines. Civility prevails. Partisanship is frowned upon, and commercialism is banned.

What is the purpose of Renaissance Weekends?

The same since 1981, when my husband and I founded them in our hometown, Hilton Head Island:
family retreats with the objective of personal and national renewal. They seek to mix professions, generations,
philosophies and backgrounds. They demonstrate that. whatever our credentials, we all have a great deal to
learn from each other.

Are they political?

Renaissance Weekends address a breadth of subjects far beyond government, and relatively few
Renaissance "regulars” are actively engaged in politics. Most of our time together is spent talking about
other things: new technologies, values, the arts, business. We play tennis and golf . . . and compare notes
with family and friends while on bikes, on the beach or in the mountains.

Who comes?

Scientists and CEOs. Nobel laureates and work-at-home parents. Ambassadors and artists.
Admirals, astronauts and Olympic athletes. Judges and journalists. Presidents, professors and priests.
Republicans, Democrats and lots of Independents. People who disagree with each other, yet avoid being
disagreeable.

Can vou join us?
Do let us know soon, for Renaissance Weekends fill up fast. And we want you to be with us!

Sincerely,

R A A

Linda LeSourd Lader
President

POsT OFFICE BOX 19900 ¢ WASHINGTON, DC 20036-9900 ¢ Fax (202)429-1959 ¢ RENYKD@AOL.COM
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1999 LopcinGg Form

PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND SPRING WEEKEND
Kiawah Island Resort

12 Kiawah Beach Drive

Kiawah Island, SC 29455

(800) 654-2924; (843) 768-2121
Fax: (843) 768-6099

Eldorado Hotel

309 West San Francisco

Santa Fe, NM 87501

(800) 955-4455; (505) 988-4455
Fax: (505) 995-4543

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Beaver Creek Hyatt Regency
Post Office Box 1595

Avon, CO 81620

(970) 949-1234

Fax: (970) 949-4164

PLEASE CIRCLE PREFERRED RESORT AND MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM—BOTH SIDES—TO THE RESORT.
(ATTENTION: RENAISSANCE WEEKEND GROUP SALES)

RESERVATIONS: Rooms and villas are being held for
Renaissance participants until one month prior to the Weekend,
after which time reservations may be made only as space is
available. The resorts will confirm all reservations directly with
guests. Those not admitted to their first-choice Weekend will
have their lodging deposit refunded and will need to make new
lodging reservations for their second-choice Weekend.

RATES: The rates listed on the reverse side have been obtained
especially for Renaissance Weekend. Specific locations cannot
be guaranteed since rooms and villas are assigned at check-in,
according to availability. All rates are subject to sales tax.

CANCELLATION: Lodging deposits will be refunded only if
the resorts are notified by the dates below; the resorts give no
refunds for cancellations or changes after dates indicated. Note
that cancellation at any time at the Beaver Creek Hyatt Regency
results in loss of all monies on deposit. (Please also notify
Renaissance Weekend of any change in lodging plans by E-mail
at renwkd@aol.com or by fax at (202) 429-1959.)

Eldorado Hotel: 72 hours in advance of arrival
Kiawah Island Resort: 30 days in advance of arrival

Beaver Creek Hyatt: loss of deposit if cancelled at any time

DEPOSIT/GUARANTEE: Deposits must accompany this Form. All resorts require a deposit equal to a one-night stay.

Name (please print) Company
Address
City State Zip No. of Adults No. of Children
Home Phone Business Phone Fax
Arrival Date Time (a.M./p.M.) Departure Date Time (AM./P.M.)
O A check or money order is enclosed in the amount of the required deposit
O Please charge the deposit amou;n?tlj)-the credit card indicated below:
AMERICAN EXPRESS VISA MASTERCARD DINERS CLUB DISCOVER
Credit Card Number: Expires: Signature:

Please keep a copy of this Lodging Form and send the green Registration Form directly to Renaissance Weekend.

(Renaissance Weekend ® is not affiliated with Renaissance Hotels International.)
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1999 LopcING FORM (CONTINUED)

LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS AND RATES (Nightly Basis)

Circle your preferred choice and indicate number of rooms/beds needed.

¢  PreESmENTS’ Day — ELporADO HOTEL

Rooms (daily maid service) Rates Number

Room Configurations:
1 King or 2 Double beds (circle preference)

Single/Double .......ccccoovvvrenrriieieirnee. $165

Double/King Deluxe (Butler Service) .... $235

Each additional person 17 & over .......... $ 20
Suites (daily maid service; limited availability)
JUROT e $280
Junior (with fireplace) .......ccoovevivicieenen. $320
110 ) S $350
Condominiums (daily maid service)
1-BR Zona Rosa ......cccoeevrnveninicieiinnne. $225
2-BR Zona Rosa ........coccuveccuimvcccrcrneneen, $285
3-BR Zona Rosa .......ccccoeeeivcveecererccn $345
1-BR Las Palomas .......c..c.ccoeoeeveecenrannnnnen, $145

(Indicate)

i

1]

4  SprING — KiawaH IsLAND RESORT

Yillas (daily maid service) Rates Number
(Indicate)

1-BR SCeNIC ...ocovviviveeieiiecececeieveee. $165

1-BR Oceanside .......c....cooccvvenriiveeieeenen.. $220

1-BR Oceanview ..........coooveeeeeeenn. $269

2-BR SCERIC ...oovvvviririeeiecreiese v $199

2-BR Oceanside ..........ccccvvvrcrvcvninnne $275

2-BR Oceanview ........coooeveoiveveveierenne $330

3-BR SCenic ..ceecveevveiireeeee e $225

3-BR Oceanview ............cccooceverveereenene, $389

A 6% resort amenities charge is added to the above rates;
see Fact Book for details.

¢ LaBor Day — HyATT REGENCY
Rooms (daily maid service)
Rates Number

Room Configurations: (Indicate)

1 King or 2 Double beds (circle preference)

Single/Double/Triple/Quad..................... $175 -

Executive King.........occoooeveivrcicniiennnn, $200 -
Suites
Conference 1-BR............cocovvvivicinnn. $337 -
Conference VIP 1-BR............c.ccoc.o...... $437 —
Deluxe 1-BR.......coovooieeiie $525 -
Conference 2-BR.........ccoovovevviiiccne, 3507 _
Conference VIP 2-BR................coceeeeene. $607 _
Deluxe 2-BR.........cccooeiviiciiciecceer. $700 -
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1999 REGISTRATION FORM

Return this form to Renaissance Weekend, Post Office Box 19900, Washington, DC 20036-9900.
Please type or print legibly, indicate spouse or guest and list nicknames as they should appear on name tags.

First/ Last Names Name Tag

Spouse [] Guest [] Name Tag

D plan(s) to attend. (Numerically indicate choices of Weekends in order of preference.)

D Presidents’ Day D Spring D Labor Day
2/11/99-2/15/99 3/17/99-3/21/99 9/2/99-9/6/99

D cannot attend this year, but would like to be invited in future years. (Please indicate address corrections below.)
[ regret(s) not being able to participate and do (does) not anticipate being able to attend in the future.

Child’s Name _ Age Date of Birth College(if enrolled) / Other Information

Children ages 2—12 are automatically registered for the Children’s Program, “Camp Renaissances™,” unless parents indicate otherwise.

REGISTRATION AND OTHER CHARGES
For registration purposes, please project ages at time of Weekend.

Registration Fees __ #adults @#%400 +  # children/youth (ages 2-22) @ $125 =
Common Meals _ #adults’youth @350+  # children (ages 2-12) @ $150 =
~ Service Charge _ #adults’youth @$ 75+ ___ # children (ages 2-12) @$ 30 =
Camp Renaissance # children (ages 2-12) @$100 =
TOTALCHARGES = 3
(or) LABOR DAY DEPOSIT (Registration Fees only, with balance due 5/1/99) = $

LODGING AND ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE TIMES
Please mark box below, send the peach Lodging Form directly to the resort.
All lodging arrangements and changes must be made with the resort. Renaissance Weekend does not make lodging reservations.

Presidents’ Day O Eldorado Hotel O Other
Spring O Kiawah Island Villas O Other
Labor Day a Hyatt Regency Beaver Creek O oOther
We plan to arrive on , 199 , at (AM./P.M)), and depart on , 199 ,at (AM./P.M.).

ADDRESSES AND CONTACT NUMBERS
It is important that we can reach you.
Please type or print legibly and fill in all columns completely, with zip code, phone, fax and E-mail.

Home Work Spouse/Guest Work
( ) (Phone) ( ) - (Phone) ( ) (Phone)
( ) Fax) ( ) (Fax) ( ) (Fax)
(E-mail) (E-mail) (E-mail)

(Kindly complete BOTH SIDES and return this Registration Form to Renaissance Weekend; send the peach Lodging Form to the resort.)



The information below will be used in determining programs and assignments for the Weekend,
and some of what you provide may be made available to other guests. Attach separate sheet if more space is required.

Name Name

Title Title
Company/Organization Company/Organization
Work focuses on Work focuses on

Prior professional titles/activities included (e.g., Astronaut; Asst. Sec’y, US Dept. of Transportation; author, “Through the Ozone”):

Our other activities and interests include (e.g., Chair, US Computer Council; US Davis Cup Team; concert pianist):

These professional and personal achievements or unusual items might interest fellow participants (e.g., 1997 Pulitzer Prize; ran 52 Marathons;
Fulbright Scholar; founded Portland Hospice; sold company to AT&T; corporate boards):

General-interest topics, about which we have in-depth knowledge and would be prepared to discuss, and/or musical skills, entertainment for
children or youth activities we would be willing to share:

Suggestions for other panel topics:

Kindly list activities and interests of your child/children which will assist us in assigning their programs (e.g., musical skills, other expertise,
sports, school interests or special experiences). Attach a separate sheet as needed.

Name/Age

CHECKUIST: [ Complete both sides of this form and mail promptly to Renaissance Weekend, Post Office Box 19900,
Washington, DC 20036-9900. (Registration will not be accepted by fax.)
[0 Participants should enclose a check payable to “Renaissance Weekend” for the charges computed on
this form. (Renaissance Weekend does not accept credit cards.)
Complete the peach Lodging Form and return it (with lodging deposit) directly to the resort.
Keep copies of this green Registration Form and the peach Lodging Form for your reference.
O For the Labor Day Weekend only, the Registration Fee is required now; the balance is due May 1,1999.
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Founded in 1081 lvy Plﬁ/ip and Linda LeSourd LaJer, Renaissance Woekends are private retreats at which
f;nn ilos gat/wr, at their own expense, for serious and /ig/z t-hearted recreation and discussion. The participants are leaders
n lmsincss, cLJucafian, rc/igion, law and me icine, government, the maJia, science and fcc/mo/ogy, sports and the arts.
Their widc/y a’ivurgcnt chL*gmmm’s and plli/osop/v ies enliven panc/s and conversations over mea/s, on [wac/qes ana’

mountain lmi/s, tennis courts, gn/f courses and bike pa[/7s.

For 18 years the Weekends have fbstcraa’ /iuc/y conversations which transcend ideo/ogica/, po/itica/, economic
and rc/fgfous Jlﬂ-crunrcs. This non-partisan, mu/ii—a’inwnsiona/group—CEOS , sclentists and computer pioneers, [Jcsi—sa//ing authors
and work-at-home mothers, admirals, astronauts and O/ympic athletes, judgcs ana’jounm/ists, volunteers, ambassadors and
artists, Prcsia’cm‘s, pra/;’,ssors and pricsts, chul?/icans, Democrats and lots o/ Ina/cpcnalcnfs—/ms become fi‘n‘ many

an “e.\'fcna]ctlfami/y. ! Ciui/iiy prem/'/s. Partisans/:ip Is frowncJ upon, and commercialism is banned.

The participants ’ un/y common denominators are (1) innovative achievement on a national or regiona/ sca/e,
(2} a “renaissance spirit " with l?road—ranging intelloctual interests and (3) pcrsona/qua/itics that allow them to enjoy this
oﬁ[—f/w record, /1ig/7/y infarma/ tradition. The Weckends are organi:ad by the Renaissance Institute,

which is committed to main taining their fami/y cmp]msis.

ow and ty are cordvally invited lo allend
your

@%eavr/‘(/e%/dr' _@ay %966/49/70,/
February 11 - 15, 1099
Santa Fe

&7&7‘{;7?/? meée%a/ .8@40«75 o@ay Weeée%a/

March 17-21, 1000 Septemlaer 2-0, 1900
Kiawah ]s/anc]/ Charleston Beager Creek / Vail VJ//C_L/

R.S.VP

¢ Pleasc mail enclosed green Registration Form to Renaissance Weelzend,

Post Office Box 19900, Wasl]ington, DC 20036-9900.

. Lodging Form and lodging (leposit should he mailed (lirectly to the resort.
(See overside for a briel (]escription of the Weekends and the loclging options.)

o Please reler to the enclosed Fact Book for details of Program, Lodging,

Costs, chistmtion, Children’s Activities and much more.
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Presidents’ Day at the Eldorado Hotel, Santa Fe o Fcbruary 11 - 15, 1999

At the foot of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Santa Fe is renowned for its rich Native American and
Spanisl] lwritage. The Eldorado Hotel is located one block from Santa Fe's historic P]a'/_a, is within easy wa”:ing distance of
art ga“eries, museums and super]) s]xops, and is also a short drive from world-class = ding. This Weekend

is a popular hlend of Southwestern culture, Family recreation and animated discussion.

Spring Weekend at Kiawah Island Resort, Charleston ¢ March 17 - 21, 1999

One of the country’s most elegant heach resorts, Kiawah Island offers miles of unspoile(l beaches and
l)icycle h'ails, world-class goH and tennis, plus spacious villa accommodations. Charleston’s famed historic district is a
short drive away for an afterncon’s £east ol: architecture and culture. Coinci(]ing with many school lmli(lays,

this Weekend provi(lcs a l)eacll-an([-llistmy {ami]y get-away.

E——ER

Labor Day at the Hyatt Regency, Beaver Creek o Septeml)er 2 -6,1999

Beaver Creek, nestled in Colorado’s Vail Va”ey, pmvi(lcs specl‘acu]ar surroum[ings for recreation
and discussion. Located in the heart of this mountain llidcaway, the Hyatt Regency is an inspire(l setting for a relaxed
and adventuresome Weekend. Most alternoons are reserved for outdoor activities: mountain lwileing and llileing,

horseback ri(]ing, Hy-fislling, river ra&ing, hot-air lwa”ooning, go“t and tennis.
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1999 Fact Book

Presidents’ Day Weekend
Felyruary 11-15, 1900
Eldorado Hotel
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Spring Weekend

March 17 - 21, 1099

Kiawah Island Resort
Clzar/eston, _ South Carolina

Lal)or Day Weelzen(].
September 2- O, 1990
Hyatt Regency
Beaver Cree/e, Colorado
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LEARNING
PARTNERSHIP

/</ September 3, 1998

By way of brief reintroduction, you and I met at the CDC/DASH Conference immediately
following your presentation three weeks ago. We are the publishers of Straight Talk magazine,
and I think you’ll remember that I gave you a blue folder containing a complete set of the Straight
Talk program.

Sandra L. Thurman

Director

White House Office of National AIDS Policy
736 Jackson Place, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Sandra;

I am writing now to let you know that we are going back to press with HIV/AIDS issue once
again at the end of this month. That will be the eighth in a series of press runs that have been held
roughly every six months since February 1995, when we began the practice of inviting state and
local agencies to join the press run directly as “stakeholders”. You’ll be interested to know that as
of last week, the NASTAD stakeholder coalition volume passed 100,000 copies, driving their unit
costs down to $0.75 a copy. I'm enclosing a copy of the Special Bulletin that for the next press
run went out to all NASTAD members, FY1. Aggregate NASTAD-member demand alone has
passed 1.2 million copies over the past three years.

I am sharing this with you primarily to keep your office apprised of the expanding use of the
HIV/AIDS issue in prevention efforts targeting at risk youth across the country. I want to reiterate
my offer to work with your office in any way that you consider helpful and appropriate to broaden
the dissemination of this resource to reach more kids at risk. If there are any special projects your
office is undertaking (or sponsoring) where you think the HIV/AIDS issue of Straight Talk would
be a useful resource, do get back in touch.

The next time I am headed down to Washington, I’ll make contact with your office to see if it
would be convenient to arrange a brief visit so that we, here, can have an up-to-date understanding
of your policy initiatives regarding prevention and assure that we are “on the same page” as we
continue to service NASTAD members and other agencies nationwide.

Thanks for your interest in our work.

ordially,

P Fhrn (Enw)

ohn H. Fisher

President
JHF:ew

394 Bedford Road P.O. Box 199 Pleasantville. NY 10570-0199 (914) 769-0055 FAX (914) 769-5676
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PARTNERSHIP

(SPECIAL BULLETIN)

September 1, 1998
TO: NASTAD Members

FROM: John Fisher, Publisher&{'{{

RE:  Member Demand for ¢the HIV/AIDS/STDs Issue of Straight Talk
Magazine Soars, Lowering Unit Cost to Last Year’s Levels

['am pleased to report that aggregate volume for NASTAD members planning to join the next
press run for Straight Talk: HIV/IAIDS and Other STDs (4th Edition) has once again passed
100,000 copies...and appears to be headed considerably higher. This means that the price per
copy for all participating NASTAD stakeholders has already dropped to $0.75, the same low

level of the first two press runs in 1997. And it may well drop another price point before press
time.

The upcoming press run for the HIV/AIDS/STDs issue, scheduled for the end of this month,
will be the eighth since we initiated the stakeholder-on-press program, spanning both the 3rd
and 4th editions. To date, some 31 NASTAD members have participated, purchasing over 1.2
million copies for use in their prevention efforts targeting adolescents. The stakeholder-on-
press program was introduced by The Learning Partnership back in 1994-5 to respond to the
needs of the CDC’s AIDS Prevention Marketing Initiative and make large-scale use of the
HIV /AIDS issue far more affordable.

Several September stakeholders report that they had planned to join the press run last March,
but had to defer due to CDC funding cutbacks. Now that they have a handle on their carry-
forward monies or have heard from the CDC’s PGO that they will receive supplemental funds
to address unmet needs related to youth initiatives, they are stepping forward to secure inven-
tory for their fall and winter programs...and for World AIDS Day activities.

We're also hearing from members that have not participated to date, but are learning more

and more about the positive experiences their stakeholder colleagues have had using the
HIV /AIDS issue.

If you’ve been considering replenishing your inventory or are thinking about ordering for the
first time to test this prevention resource in your state, we invite you to call to discuss your
needs. At $0.75 per copy (plus shipping and handling charges), this is an opportune time to
participate in a press run and provide your contractors with a fresh and highly-appealing edu-
cational resource to support their prevention efforts addressing teenagers in your state.

Call us at 800-551-7672 or FAX in your Expression-of-Interest Form and we’ll call you. We’'d

be happy to answer your questions and share with you some of the most successfil and cre-
ative ways in which other states are using Straight Talk.

394 Bediord Road

P O. Box 199 Pleasantville, NY 105700199 (914) 769-0055 FAX (914) 769-5676
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This is your official invitation
to join with other NASTAD members
as a stakeholder in the 4th press run
for the new 4th edition of
Straight Talk: HIVIAIDS & Other STDs
—scheduled for late September, 1998 —
at a substantial savings in cost

To date, 31 NASTAD members and their in-state linked agencies
have ordered over 1,000,000 copies directly from the press
for their HIV prevention efforts serving adolescents locally.

August, 1998
TO: NASTAD Members

FROM: John Fisher, Publisher O‘\bﬁ:—

When we surveyed you and your fellow NASTAD members last spring about the desirability
of scheduling yet another press run for the new 4th edition of Straight Talk: HIVIAIDS and Other

STDs, the response was clear: “Please go back to press.” Most asked for a September/October
press date, tied to prevailing funding cycles.

The result: you are invited to participate in the NASTAD stakeholder coalition when we go
to press again at the end of September.

¢ If you have been a stakeholder before, you’'ll want to consider replenishing your inventory
or moving up from the 3rd edition to the revised and updated 4th edition.
¢ If you have not yet used the HIV/AIDS issue in your prevention efforts targeting at-risk

youth, here’s your opportunity to put this widely-acclaimed prevention resource to the test.
When you do, we think you'll discover just why 19 NASTAD members have already partici-
pated in two, three, four or even five different press runs to meet their own program needs.

When you participate, you will be part of a nationwide NASTAD purchasing coalition. Under
our agreement with NASTAD, your order will be aggregated with those of your counterparts in
other states, driving down your unit costs as the coalition’s order volume rises. While it is too
early to project the coalition’s price at press time, the unit price for NASTAD members typically

(continued, next page)

394 Bedford Road P.O. Box 199 Pleasantville, NY 10570-0199 (914) 769-0055 FAX (914) 769-5676
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Liane Levetan
Chief Executive Officer
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September 2, 1998

To: Georgia Women’\ym Members
From: Liane Levetan /7 i
{.-

We will be honored to have Fran Streets, President of the
International Women’s Forum, and Barbara Barrett,
Executive Vice President, President Elect of the International
Women’s Forum, at our September 15, 1998 meeting at the
IBM headquarters .

By now you have received your formal meeting notice, and I
look forward to your presence on September 15.

As a Board member of the IWF Leadership Foundation, 1
have worked with Fran and Barbara. I know you will enjoy
‘meeting them. Their visit will further enhance a stronger
network of relationships for our Georgia network.

1300 Commerce Drive / Decatur, Georgia 30030 / 404-371-2881 / Fax 404-371-7004



AIDS VACCINE ADVOCACY>-OALITION

stember 1, 1998

Dear Cq})éﬁgZe:

It is clear to many of us: a preventive HIV vaccine is
needed to protect people from HIV and AIDS. 1In May 1597,
in a speech calling for a greater HIV vaccine effort,
President Clinton pledged to “do all I can to make it
happen.” Yet in our recent report "9 Years and Counting:
Will We Have An HIV Vaccine By 2007?,” the AIDS Vaccine
Advocacy Coalition (AVAC) clearly demonstrated that the
world still lacks the all-out effort that is required to
develop an HIV vaccine promptly and effectively.

We write to you because AVAC needs your help to maintain
and build a stronger public citizen voice in support of IV
vaccine research and development. As you know, one of the
most effective ways to push our government to greater
action is the involvement of ordinary citizens.

Since 1995, the AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC)
has existed as a coalition of citizen advocates working
together on a common goal: to identify obstacles to HIV
vaccine development, and to advocate to overcome those
obstacles, without taking resources away from basic HIV
research, drug development, or ongoing HIV prevention
efforts.

With advocates in San Francisco, New York, Chicago,
Washington, D.C. and other cities, AVAC has produced
several reports since 1995 analyzing HIV vaccine research
efforts. AVAC advocates have also tirelessly advocated in
the media and in countless public meetings for more
government funding, more pharmaceutical investment, and
more attention to this issue. Most AVAC advocates work out
of their homes as volunteers, writing reports, analyzing
vaccine funding, and advocating to speed development of HIV
vaccines on a part-time basis.

AVAC is a small network of individuals, but as an
independent advocate group, we’ve had a unique impact: our
reports have been written about in the Wall Street Journal,
Science, and Nature; our advocacy is heard at the highest
levels of government. In all of our work, we strive for an
informed, honest, and independent assessment of the
international effort toward a vaccine that could end the
AIDS epidemic.

AVAC e 1875 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW #700 e« WASHINGTON, DC e 209-5740
PHONE: 202-387-5517 ¢ FAX: 202-986-1345



AIDS VACCINE ADVOCACY COALITION

AVAC now needs your support to build our coalition of
citizen advocates and to help fund the work that we do.
Direct support from a broad base of individuals helps to
keep our advocacy independent and strong. AVAC takes no
money from government or industry, so your contribution
makes a difference to what we can accomplish.

Your donation, mailed in today, will help us write more
reports like our recent “9 Years and Counting” report,
mailed for free in May to more than 1,000 key people like
yourself. Individual contributions like yours will help
us to attend and present at AIDS policy meetings to build
stronger advocacy for preventive HIV vaccines. Your
contribution to AVAC also helps to demonstrate broad
citizen support for development of preventive HIV vaccines.

Contributions to AVAC are tax-deductible. If you are
able to, please mail a check to AVAC today in the enclosed
envelope to our new address: 1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW
#700, Washington, DC 20009.

Thank you for any donation that you can make to AVAC today.

Sincerely,
o A

Sam Avrett, Director
AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC)

p.s. As AVAC's new Executive Director, I would be glad to
hear from you about your ideas for advocacy on HIV vaccine
research and development. Please feel free to e-mail me at
savrett@aol.com, or to call me at 202-387-5517. Thanks'!

AVAC e 1875 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW #700 ¢ WASHINGTON, DC e 20009-5740
PHONE: 202-387-5517 e FAX: 202-986-1345
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B6 THE WALL STREET JOURNAL FRIDAY, MAY 150 1595

TECHNOLOGY & HEALTH

Clinton Is Failing to Fulfill a Pledge
On AIDS Vaccine, Activist Group Says

By MICHAEL WaALDHOLZ
Staff Reporter of THFE. WALL STREFET JOURNAL

An AIDS activist ~~alition said the
Clinton administrativ. . failing to live up
to its pledge made last year to aggressively
spur the development of a vaccine against
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

In a report out today, the AIDS Vaccine
Advocacy Coalition said the administra-
tion's initiative to mobilize and coordinate
vaccine efforts by creating a new AIDS
Research Center “'will flounder™ if a direc-
tor isn't named soon. Moreover, the group
said government isn’t doing much to boost
the limited efforts by the pharmaceutical
industry to find a vaccine.

The report comes one year after Presi-
dent Clinton made a speech committing his
administration to do all it could to make
a vaccine available in 10 years. The coali-
tion, formed in late 1995 to lobby the
government, academia and industry to
focus on vaccine research and develop-
ment, said that a year after the president’s
speech little has been done to get the new
research center running or to push for
greater industry action.

“Unless Clinton is able to elicit real
commitments from industry and other
countries’ governments, and the U.S. re-
search effort is further reinforced and
streamlined, the pace of research and
development will continue at a snail's
pace,” said Sam A re'., AVAC's newly
appointed executive director.

A spokesman for the government said a
building for the vaccine center is expected
to be built soon at the National Institutes of
Health campus in Bethesda, Md., and the
government is in the process of seeking a
director. The government is also expected
to soon fill the vacant post of director of its
Office of AIDS Research, which coordi-
nates all AIDS programs at the NIH.

AIDS vaccine researchers said that
despite the center’s lack of director, much
is going on in basic research these days. *'1
think the frustration is understandable,”

said John Moore, an HIV researcher at the
Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center,
New York. Dr. Moore said he believed a
federal research center would signifi-
cantly help coordinate the federal govern-
ment's own research operations. But he
said, “researchers in numerous [aca-
demic] institutions and several companies
are pressing ahead very actively to try to
understand the very difficult science”
needed to make a truly effective vaccine.

Dr. Moore, one of the foremost experts
in the field, added: “‘The scientific chal-
lenges facing us are not trivial. [But] I do
believe it’s possible to have a vaccine in 10
years."”

In particular, scientists largely are in
agreement these days that in order for a
vaccine to work it must trigger an immune
system that generates white blood cells,
called killer T-cells, that can seek out and
destroy blood cells infected with HIV. Most
experimental vaccines produced over the
years don’t produce such a response.

Dr. Mnore said a government advisory
committee headed by David Baltimore, the
president of California Polytechnic Insti-
tute, has done a good job over the past year
in “bringing scientists together, sharing
ideas, and coordinating different research
efforts,” he said. ‘‘That’s beginning to
make a difference.”

Still, the AVAC report shows that only
two major corporations, Merck & Co. and
Pasteur Merieux Connaught, a French-
American unit of Rhone Poulenc SA of
France; and Chiron Corp. a biotechnology
concern, are putting large resources into
creating an AIDS vaccine. The report,
however, criticizes SmithKline Beecham
PLC, a major vaccine company, for not
conducting any AIDS-vaccine research.

SmithKline wasn't available for com-
ment.

AVAC is based in San Francisco and
Washington. Its report can be read at the
Internet Web site of http://www.vaccin-
eadvocates.org.

AVAC e 1875 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW #700 ¢ WASHINGTON, DC e 20009-5740

PHONE: 202-387-5517 ¢ FAX: 202-986-1345
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HIV/AIDS MEMORANDUM FOR SANDRA THURMAN, DIRECTOR AND
TODD SUMMERS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

i .
“'\ﬁ !A/
FROM: Daniel C. Montoya, Executive Directorw‘

RE: Letter to the President Addressing FY 99 Continuing
Resolution or Omnibus Appropriations Agreement

Attached 1s a letter to the President from the Presidential Advisory Council on
HIV/AIDS dated September 23, 1998. The letter addresses the Council’s
concern over the FY 99 Continuing Resolution or Omnibus Appropriations
Agreement.

Please transmit this letter to the President.

Thank You.

736 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, D.C. 20503
Telephone: {202) 456-2437
Facsimile: (202) 456-2438
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you begin negotiations with Congressional leaders on a FY 1999
Continuing Resolution or omnibus appropriations agreement, the members of
your Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS urge your strong support for the highest
possible funding levels for HIV prevention, care and treatment, housing,
research, substance abuse treatment and international. Your continued support
for these essential programs is critical to the nation’s comprehensive response
to HIV/AIDS. Specifically, we request your support for the following:

A $6.8 million increase in funding for HIV prevention efforts at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as recommended by
the Senate. Although far below the community’s request, this expansion
would nonetheless be an important contribution towards your stated goal of
reducing the number of new infections until there are no new infections;

A $275 million increase in funding for substance abuse treatment services
funded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) block grant, as proposed by the House. Access to
drug treatment services is critical to efforts to reduce the incidence of HIV
among injection drug users and their partners, particularly given your
Administration’s decision to continue the ban on the use of federal funds for
needle exchange;

An overall $231 million increase in funding for the Ryan White CARE
Act, including, at a minimum, the following increases: $35.4 million for Title
[, $27 million for Title II base services, $150 million for the AIDS Drug
Assistance Program (ADAP), $15 million for Title III, $3.2 million for Title
IV, and $784,000 for the AIDS Education Training Centers. Together, the five
titles of the CARE Act represent a comprehensive system of care, which is
increasingly important in the new treatment environment;

s
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A $21 million increase in funding for the Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS
program (HOPWA), as proposed by the Senate. Housing services stabilize the lives of people
living with HIV/AIDS, thereby facilitating access and adherence to new HIV treatments. We also
urge your opposition to the Hilleary amendment, which proposes to shift this $21 million
increase to veterans long term care facilities, as well as the Riggs Amendment, which would
deny San Francisco access to federal funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) due to the city’s local domestic partner ordinance;

A 15% increase in funding for HIV research at the National Institutes of Health, which
corresponds to the Senate’s proposed $2.0 billion increase in overall research funding. In the area
of HIV research, the Council reiterates its strong support for research on microbicides and a
vaccine, in particular.

A $4 million increase for global AIDS programs, as proposed by the House, in order to
address the alarming increase in HIV infections worldwide. We also urge you to ensure that any
funding increases for global HIV/AIDS issues include an overall increase in the Development
Assistance Account, including the section for Child Survival and Infectious Diseases, and that
this new funding not come at the expense of other health and development programs.

Finally, should the Congress propose further restrictions on the use of federal funds for
needle exchange, we urge you to oppose restrictive language in order to maintain maximum
flexibility in the future. In particular, we urge your continued and vociferous opposition to
recent efforts to usurp the District of Colombia’s ability to use federal, local or private funds for
needle exchange.

Each of the federal programs identified above is critical to the nation’s comprehensive approach
to preventing new HIV infections and caring for those living with HIV/AIDS. We urge you to
prioritize increased funding for these programs during upcoming negotiations on FY 1999
appropriations.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Syrgerel

il

R. Scott Hitt, M.D.
Chair
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CC:

The Honorable Albert Gore, Jr., Vice President

The Honorable Madeline Albright, Secretary of State

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, Secretary of Labor

The Honorable Jacob J. Lew, Director, Office of Management and Budget

The Honorable Donna Shalala, Secretary of Health and Human Services

The Honorable Togo West, Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Sandra L. Thurman, Director of White House Office of National AIDS Pollcy
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you begin negotiations with Congressional leaders on a FY 1999
Continuing Resolution or omnibus appropriations agreement, the members of
your Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS urge your strong support for the highest
possible funding levels for HIV prevention, care and treatment, housing,
research, substance abuse treatment and international. Your continued support
for these essential programs is critical to the nation’s comprehensive response
to HIV/AIDS. Specifically, we request your support for the following:

A $6.8 million increase in funding for HIV prevention efforts at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as recommended by
the Senate. Although far below the community’s request, this expansion
would nonetheless be an important contribution towards your stated goal of
reducing the number of new infections until there are no new infections;

A $275 million increase in funding for substance abuse treatment services
funded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) block grant, as proposed by the House. Access to
drug treatment services is critical to efforts to reduce the incidence of HIV
among injection drug users and their partners, particularly given your
Administration’s decision to continue the ban on the use of federal funds for
needle exchange;

An overall $231 million increase in funding for the Ryan White CARE
Act, including, at a minimum, the following increases: $35.4 million for Title
I, $27 million for Title II base services, $150 million for the AIDS Drug
Assistance Program (ADAP), $15 million for Title II1, $3.2 million for Title
IV, and $784,000 for the AIDS Education Training Centers. Together, the five
titles of the CARE Act represent a comprehensive system of care, which is
increasingly important in the new treatment environment;
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A $21 million increase in funding for the Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS
program (HOPWA), as proposed by the Senate. Housing services stabilize the lives of people
living with HIV/AIDS, thereby facilitating access and adherence to new HIV treatments. We also
urge your opposition to the Hilleary amendment, which proposes to shift this $21 million
increase to veterans long term care facilities, as well as the Riggs Amendment, which would
deny San Francisco access to federal funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) due to the city’s local domestic partner ordinance;

A 15% increase in funding for HIV research at the National Institutes of Health, which
corresponds to the Senate’s proposed $2.0 billion increase in overall research funding. In the area
of HIV research, the Council reiterates its strong support for research on microbicides and a
vaccine, in particular.

A $4 million increase for global AIDS programs, as proposed by the House, in order to
address the alarming increase in HIV infections worldwide. We also urge you to ensure that any
funding increases for global HIV/AIDS issues include an overall increase in the Development
Assistance Account, including the section for Child Survival and Infectious Diseases, and that
this new funding not come at the expense of other health and development programs.

Finally, should the Congress propose further restrictions on the use of federal funds for
needle exchange, we urge you to oppose restrictive language in order to maintain maximum
flexibility in the future. In particular, we urge your continued and vociferous opposition to
recent efforts to usurp the District of Colombia’s ability to use federal, local or private funds for
needle exchange. '

Each of the federal programs identified above is critical to the nation’s comprehensive approach
to preventing new HIV infections and caring for those living with HIV/AIDS. We urge you to
prioritize increased funding for these programs during upcoming negotiations on FY 1999
appropriations.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sjagerely,
R. Scott Hitt, M.D.
Chair
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CcC.

The Honorable Albert Gore, Jr., Vice President

The Honorable Madeline Albright, Secretary of State

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, Secretary of Labor

The Honorable Jacob J. Lew, Director, Office of Management.and Budget

The Honorable Donna Shalala, Secretary of Health and Human Services

The Honorable Togo West, Secretary of Veterans Affairs o
Sandra L. Thurman, Director of White House Office of National AIDS Policy
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Memo

To: Sandra Thurman
202-456-2438

From: Chris Lanier
National Coalition to Save Lives Now!

Date: Septomber 17, 1998
Re: Neeadle Exchange - 3 pages

Sandra;
{ hope you are well.

| can imagine that it is very difficult to get anything done in the Washington these days, but | think it
would be Important to renew our dialogue.

| have attached a letter (which you will also receive by mail) inviting you to join a conference call with
nesdle exchange providers and advocates. We ara interested in a dialogue which is ‘collegial’ and
productive.

Please make sure to call me if you have any questions or concems.

Chris

@ Page 1
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September 17, 1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman

Office of National AIDS Policy
750 17™ Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Sandy,

As you know, education is the most important aspect to HIV/AIDS prevention.
We struggle everyday to educate America’s youth about HIV/AIDS, and the
misconceptions that are related therein. The Foundation has developed a new
educational tool for youth that we are very excited about. It is an educational
comic/coloring book that provides AIDS education in a non-threatening and non-
judgmental manner. The book, called “Awareness Is Doing Something!” can be
used by anyone, in any setting.

[ have enclosed a copy of the book for your review. It is the desire of the
Foundation to have these books used in school, community, and private settings.
The goal is to have community organizations, school systems, and businesses
purchase the books, which will cost no more than a regular brochure, and make
them available to the youth at no charge. We feel that this book is a way for
people to begin educating youth about HIV/AIDS, and encourage them to get
involved in their own communities.

Sandy, I would deeply appreciate it if you would review this book and provide a
letter of support for this fun and easy to use educational piece. If you have any
questions about the book, please feel free to contact me at the Foundation. Thank
you for your assistance, I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Sincerely,

e //J hote

anne White »
President

Enclosure
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Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Ref.: LONY/DL/muniv

4 September 1998

Dear Ms Reidy,

We were delighted to meet with you to discuss the activities undertaken by the
Miss Universe Organization in the field of HIV/AIDS, We are also very appreciative of
the efforts made by Miss Universe herself to combat this terrible curse. However, 1
regret to inform you that UNAIDS will not have the capacity to carry out the partnership
that you have proposed.

We wish to thank you very much for having thought of UNAIDS as a possible
partner for your future activities. We are pleased that HIV/AIDS is given such a focus on
your agenda and would like to encourage you to continue with this focus in the future. In
this regard, you may wish to seek a partnersip with some USA-based NGO working on
HIV/AIDS. If so, we would suggest that you contact the National Council for
International Health in Washington which could provide you with a list of NGOs
working on HIV/AIDS across the USA. The contact address for NCIH is 170] K Street,
NW, Suite 600 (Tel: 202-833-5900).

We would like to take this opportunity to let you know that should the present or
future Miss Universe wish to speak about HIV/AIDS, we would be pleased to know
about it and to assist her with her message development,

We thank you for your interest in UNAIDS.

Yours sincerely,

Y/

Jim Carmiébael

UNAIDS Representative
in New York
Ms. Maureen Reidy
President
Miss Universe
725 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10022 (Fax #: 371 7297)

cc. Ms. S. Cowal, Director, EXR
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Malllng address: UNAIDS, TA26C, 3 United Nations Plaza, New York. NY 10017
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