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ATTENTION VF.TF.RANS
If you are a veteran, have a family member who is 

a veteran or know somebody who is, this news 

may be of some interest ii/ you or them. Please 

feel free to pass it along.
The President of the U.S. has recently signed into 

Law a bill that affects all veterans. This law 

states, in effect, that if a veteran has not registered 

at a Veteran Affairs Hospital since Oct. 1906^ 

then on Oct. 1,1998,he or she will lose all medical 

benefits for life.
To make it worse, the V.A cannot notify veterans 

about it. That information miist be disseminated 

via word of mouth or by letter. We called the 

local V.A. office and found out this information is 

true. They recommend that everyone eligible for 

benefits come by their office, and sign up prior to 

the October 1st deadline,regardless of whether 

they received treatment at a V.A. Hospital since 

Oct 1,1996. This way, no one will slip through 

the cracks. You will need J?: "firing yorr BD..2I4 

to your local V.A. Office and It will only take 

about five minutes to complete the form. This will 

maintain your Veterans Benefits. If you cannot 

locate your DD-214, go to the V.A. office and they 

can help you obtain a copy
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VA HEALTH CARE. AND ENROLLMENT

Enclosure

Congress has required that after October 1, 1998. rhost veterans must be enrolled to receive VA 
health care services. Congress has also expanded the range of medical services that enrolled 
veterans may receive. Letters will be mailed to veterans from iate June through September 1998 
to inform them of their initial enrollment in the VA health care system. Veterans may continue to 
apply for enrollment any time, even after October 1,1998. Here are some common questions 
about enrollment and benefits:

If I am enrolled with VA, what benefits will I receive? Veterans enrolled in the VA health care 
system will be eligible to receive inpatient and outpatient services, including preventive and primary 
care. These include: diagnostic and treatment services; rehabilitation; mental healtii and 
substarjce abuse treatment; home health, respite and hospice care; and drugs in conjunction with 
VAfreatiront.

If I am enrolled, what cost will there be for me? There is no monthly premium for VA care.
When you use services, the requirement for co-payments is based on your VA eligibility rating, if 
you are a veteran with a condition rated 50 percent service connected or more, or are being treated 
for a specific service connected condition, you will be provided treatment at no cost. All other co­
payment responsibilities are set by law and are dependent on your individual or family's income if 
you have dependents.

Is this an insurance policy or an HMO? It is neither. VA health benefits are established by 
Federal law and regulations and funded through appropriations. They are not the same as ari 
insurance contract. Also, veterans do not pay monthly premiums to receive VA health care. In 
addition, you are not required to use VA as your exclusive health care provider. If you have health 
insurance, or eligibility for other programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, or CHAMPUS, you may 
continue to use services under those programs. We recommend that, if you have other insurance 
or HMO coverage, you should keep that coverage to provide you with options and flexibility in the 
future,

Do enrolled veterans have to pay the deductibles that their insurance carrier requires when 
treated at VA? No. VA does not require veterans to pay those charges, in addition many 
insurance companies will apply VA co-payment charges toward satisfaction of their annual 
deductible.

Are there any restrictions on getting care in private facilities? Yes. Care in private fecilities at 
VA expense Is" provide only under ceriaincirciJrhS^ceS, hamW, wFiefTVATias a cohtfaer' 
arrangement for certain services or when a veteran who is service disabled is too far from a VA 
facility to receive care.

What is the coverage for emergency services? Emergency care is provided in VA facilities, in 
certain non-VA facilities with which VA has a specific contract arrangement, or in private facilities if 
you are service-connected 50% or greater, or require emergency medical care for a service- 
connected disability. In the last case, you or your representative should contact the nearest VA 
medical facility within 72 hours of receiving non-VA medical care to obtain authorization.

What if I get sick while on travel? You may receive care at any VA facility in the country. To 
minimize any ‘out of pocket expenses", while traveling you should familiarize yourself with the 
location of any VA medical care facilities in the area. VA requires all veterans who seek care at VA 
expense to obtain care in VA facilities. If a VA medical facility does not exist in the area you are 
traveling, you should seek medical care from the closest non-VA medical care facility. While there, 
have an official at the facility contact the closest VA medical care facility to determine your eligibility 
for non-VA medical care at VA expense.



HUUbiNb WUKKS Fax:2129259618 Rug 20 ’98 19:44 P.04
\

If enrolled, can I get dental care? In general, dental benefits are limited to service-connected 
dental conditions or to veterans who are permanently and totally disabled. For specifics, contact 
the VA health benefits advisor at your local VA facility.

Will VA take care of my nursing home needs? Nursing home care in VA or private nursing 
homes may be provided, as space and resources permit, to certain veterans who are acutely ill or 
incapacitated but not in need of hospital care. To determine if you are eligible for VA nursing home 
care, you will need to contact the nearest VA medical facility.

Will VA provide hearing aids and eyeglasses? Yes, if you are service-disabled with a disability 
rating of 10% or greater. Otherwise, hearing aids and eyeglasses will only be provided in special 
circumstances, and not for generally occurring hearing or vision loss.

What kind of maternity services are available? VA provides maternity benefits only for 
pregnancies complicated by a pathological condition, usually service-connected. VA has no legal 
authority to care for a newborn infant. VA is considering asking Congress to remove the restriction 
on care of newborns so that it can offer maternity services as part of the benefits package.

Are there any limits on days of care or outpatient visits VA will provide? No. your treating 
physician will determine what is considered appropriate and necessary hospital care or outpatient 
services and will provide such care consistent with current medical care practices

Can I enroll my wife and children? Non-veterans are not eligible to enroll in the VA health care 
system. A veteran’s spouse or dependent may be eligible for VA medical benefits under the 
Civilian Health and Medical Program commonly referred to as “CHAMPVA’ or if it is determined 
that child of a Vietnam veteran is suffering from spina bifida. Eligibility for CHAMPVA benefits or 
VA medical care resulting from spina bifida may be verified by the VA Toll Free Customer Service 
Center at 1-877-222-VETS.

Once enrolled, do I have to re-enroll each year? Your enrollment will be automatically renewed 
each year unless you notify VA that you do not want to re-enroll; you do not provide VA with 
information necessary to determine your enrollment priority; or VA resources limit the number of 
veterans VA can enroll. The last enrollment information you provided will be mailed to you to be 
updated.

I thought t have been enrolled in the VA Healthcare system since I applied at my VA Hospital 
last January. Why am I now receiving a confirmation letter telling me that I have just been 
enrolled? The VA had established an interim process to begin taking applications for enrollment. 
Until we reviewed the application and determined your eligibility and enrollment status, you were 
not technically enrolled. That process has begun and this letter confirms your enrollment in the
VA’s health care system.,

Are all veterans being notified of their enrollment confirmation at the same time? The VA 
will be sending out confirmation letters by priority group therefore veterans will be notified at 
different times during the June through September 1998 timeframe.
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19 August 1998

Pat Bernard, R.N.
Ryan White Program Coordinator 
Ohio Department of Health
Bureau of Community Health Services & Systems Development 
AIDS Client Resources Section 
P.O. Box 118
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0188

Dear Pat:

is;,, ■ s iss,.si

I am writing you concerning the ueatment of P.W.A.'s at the A.S.O. or AUjS"Foundation Miami 
Valley in Dayton, Ohio. I am really concerned about the drive-away tactics and retaliation of staff 
regarding P.W.A.'s.

As a P.W.A. , I have observed numerous clients being provoked while having abusive language 
used towards them. Furthermore, I have also observed case managers lying to clients regarding 
Ryan White Funding. It is sad to say that P.W.A.'s with mental and chemical dependence problems 
are receiving differential treatment. These situations need to be addressed by the Ohio Department 
of Health immediately. I am enclosing statements from P.W.A.'s with mental issues and chemical 
dependence, which are homeless, been threatened with non enrollment They will not accept the 
A.S.O. service plan regarding mental medication or treatment programs. It is Ohio Public Law that 
these individuals may not be refused medication and the ueatment program. Due to the refusal of 
treatment programs; they are threatened with non-enrollment and pulling of benefits. The benefits 
that are being withheld are food vouchers and rent.

On August 14,1998 at approximately 10:00 refused emergency food
help and the case managers refused to speak with him. ATfharnme l_J[b)(6)Jtalked with Richard 
Aleshire who referred him to Columbus A.S.O., Cincinnati A.S.O., or the Lima A.S.O.. The Lima 
A.S.O. was the only A.S.O. that responded or would offer any assistance. At that time I had to take 

to the S.C.L.C. for travel assistance in reaching Lima A.S.O.(b)(6),.

Pat I do not understand why p (b)(6) pad to journey all the way to Lima, Ohio from Dayton. It 
is full-blown AIDS. The stress of these occurrences did not helpis 95 miles one-way.|yj.x4b)(6):;

his condition or contribute fo his well-being or quality of life.

This is an example the drive-away tactics and retaliation attempts that P.W.A.'s are facing in 
Montgomery County for writing statements against the AIDS Foundation Miami Valley. African- 
Americans and poor whites are continually being retaliated against in these types of scenario's.

Also on August 14, 1998 I called the A.S.O. requesting a food voucher to be mailed to me 
because I would be out of town and wouldn't be available to pick it up at the office. I spoke with 
Laurie, the case manager at A.S.O. she stated that it would be mailed late Monday on the 17th of 
August. I realized on this weekend that I had over committed myself to other concerns and 
canceled out all of my appointments for that Monday. On August 17th at approximately 9:30 A.M. 
Dave Ford, a volunteer coordinator called me regarding a P.W.A. needing a ride to a doctor's 
appointment. At that time I called Linda Thomas, my case manager, stating not to mail the food 
voucher that I would stop by and pick it up. Upon arrival at the A.S.O. I met with my case 
manager and she stated that it was mailed on Friday, August 14th. If I did not receive it: it could



not be replaced. To this date, I have still not received the food voucher. This is a flagrant lie and 
retaliation against me due to the fact that I filed a complaint against them. This is continuous 
racism against African-American's and poor white's. This is also part of their drive-away tactics 
and not addressing our issues.

Pat, with these situations and occurrences are the Federal Funds being withdrawn from the Miami 
Valley? I have also included numerous statements about bias, indecision making by case 
managers. I would hope that the Ohio Department of Health will come up with a tool to stop the 
retaliation and drive-away tactics: it's racial attitudes and it's blatant lying to innocent P.W.A.'s. In 
hardship cases emotional stress needs to be kept at an absolute minimum. The inappropriate 
behavior by the case management team needs to cease immediately! The restriction of Freedom of 
Speech needs to be lifted promptly. The P.W.A.'s have to deal with the egostic's and control issue's 
of case managers. Enclos^ you will find documentation of these issue's and situations. Please 
accept our signatures of your helping in this endeavor.

aXi'is'.

Witnessed by:^ 

Charles E. Mayabb (

/ • ■. ^

CC; Rhine Mclin 
BiU Hardy 
Jesse Gooding
National Minority AIDS Council 
Reliegh Trammell 
Tony Hall
Magic Johnson Foundation 
Harpo Productions 
BenJord Glispie 
Richard Aleshire 
William Ryan 
Sen. John Glenn 
EEO 
EEOC
Sen. Maxine Walters 
Justice Department 
GAO
Ryan White Consortiona Indianapolis
President Bill Clinton
Dr. Robert L. Brant
Quinn Carter
NIH
Diana Alexander 
NAACP Washington D.C.
Ohio Department of Health 
NAACP Legal Defense 
Commission on Civil Rights 
National Urban League



National African American Leadership Summit 
National Black Caucus of Local Elected Official 
Human Rights Campaign 
Commission on Civil Right Public Affairs
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SCOTTHARSHBARGER 
ATTORNEY GENERAL

(617) 727-2200

€ne ^jdiJi6i(/ilon

JL4 02'i08-'i698

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
AUGUST 12, 1998

CONTACT: MARSHA COHEN 
(617) 727-2543

HARSHBARGER ISSUES ADVISORY TO DENTAL COMMUNITY 

ON TREATMENT OF HTV/AIDS PATIENTS

Explains impact of recent U.S. Supreme Court decision.

Attorney General Scott Harshbarger today issued an advisory to dentists and dental hygienists 

in Massachusetts reminding them that they cannot refuse to treat or otherwise 

discriminate against an HIV-positive person.

The two-page advisory follows a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision, Bragdon v. Abbott, 

which stated that HIV-positive individuals are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA), regardless of the stage of the condition.

“Any practice or policy of denying treatment, providing disparate treatment or assessing a 

surcharge to any patient who is HIV-positive - regardless of whether that person shows symptoms - 

is a violation of state and federal law,” Harshbarger said. “Most dentists and health care providers in 

Massachusetts are committed to providing quality dental care and other health services in a 

non-discriminatory manner and use universal precautions when treating all patients. This advisory 

simply reinforces that obligation in light of the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision.”

To comply with the ADA’s legal mandates and state law, health care providers cannot refuse 

to provide dental services to an HIV-positive person or impose additional burdens or costs 

on the provision of those services. Such refusal or other discriminatory treatment would constitute 

violations of the state constitution, the state public accommodations law and the ADA.

(MORE)



According to Harshbarger’s advisory, Massachusetts dentists and dental hygienists must also 

pledge compliance with the Centers for Disease Control Guidelines for Infection Control as a 

precondition to their licensing renewal with the state Board of Registration in Dentistry. The 

Guidelines advise that dentists use universal precautions and treat all patients as if they have HIV. 

Scientific, medical and public health authorities agree that it is safe to treat people with HIV/AIDS 

using universal precautions, and non-compliance with the Guidelines could result in suspension of the 

dentist or dental hygienist’s license to practice or other disciplinary action.

The advisory is being distributed by Harshbarger’s Disability Rights Project, which he 

established in 1993 to increase the public’s understanding of and compliance with state and federal 

disability rights laws. The Project works to ensure non-discriminatory access to people with 

disabilities, including the issuance of advisories addressing particular legal issues.

The advisory was written by Assistant Attorney General Stanley J. Eichner, Director of 

Harshbarger’s Disability Rights Project and Assistant Attorney General Richard I. Gordon and 

Special Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Lawrence of Harshbarger’s Public Protection Bureau.

(End)
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August 12, 1998

Dear Dentist or Dental Hygienist,

Attorney General Scott Harshbarger established the Disability Rights Project in June of 
1993 to increase the public’s understanding of and compliance with state and federal disability 
rights laws. The Project works to ensure non-discriminatory access for people with disabilities. 
As part of that effort, the Project conducts community education, including the issuance of 
advisories which address particular legal issues. The Office of the Attorney General is issuing 
this advisory to apprise all dentists and dental hygienists of their obligations under state and 
federal disability rights law not to discriminate against individuals infected with the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

We believe that most dentists and dental hygienists employ universal precautions and are 
committed to providing quality dental care and other health services in a non-discriminatory 
manner. This advisory is intended to reinforce that obligation and to emphasize the Office of the 
Attorney General’s dedication to protecting the rights of HIV-positive individuals.

Any practice or policy of denying treatment, providing disparate treatment (such as 
offering services in a separate setting), and/or assessing a surcharge to any patient who is HIV­
positive — regardless of whether that person is symptomatic for HIV/AIDS — is a violation of 
state and federal law. Therefore, all individuals who have tested positive for HIV are protected 
by Massachusetts law and, as recently clarified by the United States Supreme Court, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

In June of this year, the U.S. Supreme Court concluded in the case of Bragdon v. Abbott 
that a person’s HIV infection constitutes a “disability” within the meaning of the ADA, even 
though her condition may not have progressed to the so-called “symptomatic phase.” 
Accordingly, the ADA affords HIV-positive individuals its full protection regardless of the stage 
of the disease’s progression. As a broad non-discrimination mandate, the ADA covers several 
areas, including employment, public services and places of public accommodation (including a 
dental or medical office). Although the Supreme Court’s decision specifically involved a 
provider of dental care, the same principle of non-discrimination also applies to other providers 
of medical care and related health care services.

o



August 12, 1998 
Page 2

To comply with the ADA’s legal mandates and state law, health care providers may not 
refuse to provide dental services to an HIV-positive person or impose additional burdens or costs 
on the provision of those services. Doing so would violate Amendment Article 114 of the 
Massachusetts Constitution; G.L. c. 272, §§ 92A and 98 (the Massachusetts public 
accommodations laws) and the ADA. Remedies for a violation of these constitutional and 
statutory provisions may include damages, injunctive relief and attorney’s fees.

In addition, dentists and dental hygienists must pledge compliance with the Centers for 
Disease Control Guidelines for Infection Control as a precondition to their licensing renewal 
with the state Board of Registration in Dentistry. Non-compliance could result in suspension of 
the dentist or dental hygienist’s license to practice or other disciplinary action. The Guidelines 
advise that dentists use universal precautions and treat all patients as if they have HIV.
Scientific, medical and public health authorities agree that it is safe to treat people with 
HIV/AIDS using universal precautions, which ensure safety for both patients and providers.

You may wish to consult with your attorney if you have questions or concerns as to how 
these laws may affect you in individual circumstances. General questions may be directed 
through correspondence to the Office of Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, One Ashburton 
Place, 19th Floor, Boston, MA 02108, or by calling (617) 727-2200 or (617) 727-4765 (TTY).

Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to protecting the right of all patients to 
fair and equal health care access.

Sincerely,

Stanley J. Eichner 
Assistant Attorn^ General 
Director, Disability Rights Project
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fNAMESProject
AIDS Memorial Quilt National Capital Area

August 12,1998

Ms. Sandra Thurman 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
750 17th St., NW, Suite 1060 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Ms. Thurman:

World AIDS Day 1997 is still a beautiful memory. More sections of The 
NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt were displayed in the Greater 
Washington Area than at any other time except for the 1996 display on the 
Mall.

We have already begun receiving requests for World AIDS Day 1998. This 
year’s focus will be adolescents. The World Health Organization has 
announced that the theme will be: “Young People Can Be a Force for 
Change.”

In order to help us accomodate your special requests, we want to encourage 
you to begin planning for December 1. The earlier we are aware of your 
needs, the better. For example, if you want to request particular sections of 
the Quilt or have special dates for your display, we will have time to 
prioritize your needs. If you have the name of a person or organization 
memorialized on a panel, we will do our best to locate it for you.

The cost for one to four section(s) of the Quilt, as well as literature and 
posters, is $750.00. This money helps to maintain The NAMES Project of the 
National Capital Area as one of the most vibrant chapters in the United 
States. Our workshop and education center, located in downtown 
Washington DC, is open weekdays from 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM. Visitors can 
drop in and receive everything from fabric to emotional support. 
Sometimes, panelmakers simply need someone to listen to the story of 
their loved one in a caring and supportive atmosphere.

1613 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20006
Tel: 202/29-NAMES (296-2637], Fax: 202/296-41 21



World AIDS Day. 1998
8/12/98 
Page Two

We also host many outreach events, including discussions and presentations 
for students from middle schools, high schools, colleges and imiversities. 
Every year we answer phone calls from thousands of people who call on us for 
support, information and referral.

Attached you will find a request form. You will note the donation for each 12' 
by 12’ section is $200.00. If you request four sections, the cost is $750.00. 
Payment must be submitted prior to the day of pick-up or we will be unable to 
provide your section (s) of the Quilt. Please feel free to contact us if you have 
any questions or concerns. All special requests must be submitted before 
October 1,1998.

Recognizing World AIDS Day with sections of the Quilt is a powerful way to 
help people connect both heart and mind to this health crisis. A quiet, 
dignified display provides both a challenge and comfort to those who view it. 
We urge you to acknowledge World AIDS Day this year, and to strengthen 
your participation by requesting sections of The Quilt.

We are poised to help you answer any questions you may have regarding your 
World AIDS Day display as we once again focus on the youth of the world. We 
hope you will consider providing your organization with one or more sections 
of the Quilt as a way to bear witness to this global pandemic. We can be 
contacted at the Center by phone (202) 296-2637 or fax (202) 296-4121.

Sincerely,

Debra L. Peevey 
debpeevey@aol.com
World AIDS Day Coordinators

Christian D. Isaly 
seedyeye@erols.com



World AIDS Day 

December 1, 1998

Priority Request Form 
(Return no later than 9/15/98)

Organization Name.

Requested Date of Display. 

Contact Person_____

Mailing Address. 

City, State, Zip_ 

Day Phone____

e-mail address

_, Evening Phone. 

____ fax#

Number of 12' x 12' sections requested.

Number of sections requested 1 2 3 4 (please circle one) = $750.00.

Special request panels, name and/or block number____________

Pick Up Date: Monday 11/23 (11-7pm)___

Wednesday 11/25 (11-3pm), Sunday 11/29 (1-3pm)_ 

Monday 11/30 (11-7pm)

.,Tuesday 11/24 (11-7pm).

NB: All Quilt sections must be returned by 12/4/98, unless other arrangements made. 

Additional information:

Please Mail to NAMES Project, NCA 1613 K Street, Washington DC 

20006, or Fax to (202) 296-4121

Any Questions? Call (202) 296-2637 and ask for Debra or Chris.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

August 11,1998

MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
WHITE HOUSE STAFF

FROM: ERSKINE B. BOWLES 
Chief of Staff

SUBJECT: Birthday Gift for President Clinton

August 19th marks another milestone for President Clinton. Staff have inquired as to ways to 
help the President celebrate his birthday. This year, in acknowledgment of the President’s deep, 
life-long interest in education and educational opportunities, those who wish may want to 
consider one of the following:

* Make a contribution to an educational charity or nonprofit organization of your choice.

* Volunteer time counseling, mentoring or tutoring children at the educational charity or 
nonprofit organization of your choice.(See attached volunteer voucher form.)

* Donate new or gently-used books to children in the District.
'i

* In addition, the President loves humorous birthday cards; please feel free to send a card.
*

Please feel free to bring your books, volunteer voucher, and/or birthday card to Betty Curric or 
Michelle Crisci by August 14, 1998.

In lieu of donating books or volunteering time, you may want to make a contribution to an 
organization like the I Have a Dream Foundation, a national nonprofit organization that provides 
support services to keep students in school and eventually enable them to use scholarships for 
college after they graduate high school; or any other educational charity or nonprofit of your 
choice. For those who so choose, volunteer vouchers should be forwarded to Betty Currie or 
Michelle Crisci by August 14, as well.
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11112 Joseph

I^Response Required? 

Response Type

Writer Last Name Received Date Subject

McCormack 8/11/98
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Notes
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Action Promised

Sender's Organization

McCormack & Associates

Sender's City

Los Angeles

Sender's Streetl Sender's Street2

5042 Wilshire Boulevard

Sender's State Sender's Zip
90036
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August 10, 1998

'ni<'lmmiui<‘IVs|)nns4'

Ms. Sandy Thurman, Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place, NW 
Wasliinglon DC 20503

Dear Ms. I'humian:

Thank you once again for the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the ongoing 
studies of our immune based therapy, Remune. I hope we impressed upon you 
that this is an evolving time for therapies for HfV-1 infection. Promising new 
therapies which may improve immune function should become a viable tool to 
impact on the chronic management of this disease.

We will kep you updated as these studies mature and look firward to your 
continued interest.

Sincerely,

Ronald B. Moss, M D. 
Executive Director of Medical 
and Scientific Affairs

RBM/mlh

lholmiriimi'HFsiH.'n:ii:Ciirpuiijli()n 5935 Darw'm Cuun C.A m(!!S 17501 ■131 70B0 hAX I /liII) -131 111', 36
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August 10, 1998

Ms. Sandy Thurman
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Ms. Thurman;

Thank you once again for the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the ongoing 
studies of our immune based therapy, Remune. I hope we impressed upon you 
that this is an evolving time for therapies for HIV-1 infection. Promising new 
therapies which may improve immune function should become a viable tool to 
impact on the chronic management of this disease.

We will keep you updated as these studies mature and look forward to your 
continued interest.

Sincerely,

Ronald B. Moss, M.D. 
Executive Director of Medical 
and Scientific Affairs

RBM/mlh

Tho Immune Response Corporalion 5935 Datwin Conn CaRsbati CA 92008 1 7 6 01 4 3 1 7 080 FAX 17601 431 8636
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202/SS7-1327

August?, 1998

Dr. Purnell Choppin,
Piesident
Howaid Huglies Medical Institute 
4000 Jones Bridge Road 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

Dear Dr. Choppin;

Thank you for your letter of July 29, 1998 in response to our inquny
to come your way hi speaking with Sandy Thurman, Director of the AIDS Policy offices
the White House, she very much appreciates the opportunity to meet you.

Through the telephone, Sandy’s offices have requested that I ask you if the dates of 
September 15 or 16 - either day is fine - around 10:00 A.M. or thereabouts might be 
convenient for your schedule. Would your offices please be so kind as to confirm 
your availability and datc/time? My phone number and address is listed above.

Apm, thank you for your consideration. I hope the dates fit your schedule, I hope wc 
will be able to confirm a mutually convenient time.

Most MS

Margaret L. Petito
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11108 Gordon Chastain 8/7/98
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National Episcopal AIDS Coal.
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Washington
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NATIONAL EPISCOPAL AIDS COALITION (NEAC) 

MINUTES: BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING 

June 6, 1998

The Board of Directors of the National Episcopal AIDS Coalition 
(NEAC) met at All Saints Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, Indiana 
at 9:00 a.m., following a Eucharist in All Saints Church. The 
meeting had been preceded on June 5 by hearings held by the 
HIV/AIDS Commission of the Episcopal Church on the impact of 
Racism upon HIV/AIDS. These hearings had also been held in All 
Saints Church. Also on the evening of June 5, those present 
gathered at the home of Gordon Chastain for dinner and a "catch­
up" on each other's lives.

Board members present were Elizabethe Payne, Richard Younge,
Bruce Garner, Peter Lee, Mary Ellen Honsaker, Hart Roussel, Bill 
Frampton, Gordon Chastain, Harriet Langfeldt, Richard Brewer,
Tony Hinds.

Absent board members were Jesse Milan, Sandy Thurman, Dru 
Ferguson, Sue Scott, John deLashmet, Rodney Michel.

Also present were R.P.M. Bowden (Liaison from Executive Council 
to HIV/AIDS Commission, Anthony Turney (Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco), Cricket Park (Conference Coordinator), Anne Grant 
(Planning Works), Larry Biddle (Planning Works).

Bill Frampton, Co-Chair, presided.

Peter Lee reported on the upcoming Kanuga Retreat, which is to be 
led by Jesse Milan. About 250 are registered already. 14 dioceses 
are co-sponsoring.

Conference:
Cricket Park reported on hotel arrangments for the 2000 
Conference in San Francisco, March 22-26, 2000. The Holiday Inn 
Golden Gateway is holding 100 rooms at $119. Meeting rooms will 
be extra. (Plenary session rooms, $1500.) The following tentative 
schedule was discussed.

Thursday, Evensong at Grace Cathedral 
Friday, Sessions begin

Lunch banquet at hotel 
Saturday, Sessions continue 

Box lunch at hotel
Concluding Eucharist at Grace Cathedral.

Cricket is to fax hotel contract to Bill and Harriet who are 
authorized to sign.

Registrants are to book own rooms without direct billing to NEAC.



Sponsorships and grants to support the conference need to be 
sought. Bruce Garner suggested the Faith Communities Respond to 
AIDS program of CDC. Hart and Larry are to develop a package for 
soliciting sponsorships and grants.

The following persons were appointed to a Conference Working 
Group (with the understanding that the entire board is the 
Conference Committee): Harriet Langfeldt, Peter Lee, Richard 
Younge, Hart Roussel, Elizabethe Payne. Cricket Park is the 
contractual coordinator. Anthony Turney is the local liaison.

An attempt will be made to identify attendees at the first San 
Francisco Conference for special invitation and recognition.

Financial Report:
The following reports as of June 3, 1998 were distributed by Hart 
Roussel: NEAC FY Budget Report, Income and Expense (NationsBank 
Account), Transaction Detail for Office Operations Account. A 
board pledge report is to be circulated later. There is no 
immediate need for budget revision. Hart was thanked for his his 
work and his leadership in transfering accounts, setting up the 
new systems, and dealing with unexpected hassles.

Launbeth Prayer Cards:
Consensus was reached to print two prayers on one side (for 
Healing in the Time of AIDS and for a Cure) and global epidemic 
statistics on the other. Harriet is to arrange for printing of 
2000. Bishop Michel will distribute at Lambeth.

Co-Chairs Reports:
Harriet distributed a Job Description of Co-Chairs. She also 
reminded members of their personal pledges and urge communication 
about expected dates of payment.

Bill now has computer access (Revbillfr@aol.com). The Executive 
Committee has averaged a conference call about once every four 
weeks this year to date. We are progressing well in working into 
our new relationship with Planning Works. Bill attended AIDS 
National Interfaith Network (ANIN) to represent NEAC. ANIN is 
holding a Conference in November on AIDS and Media for judicatory 
heads and media coordinators. ANIN's umbrella grant request to 
CDC has been submitted. (NEAC's portion is to fund TAP training.)

The board adjourned for lunch at the Dayspring Center (a homeless 
shelter attached to All Saints Church). At 1 p.m., the board 
reconvened in Executive Session.

Planning Works:
Reconvening at 2 p.m., the board made some suggestions to refine 
our working relationship with Planning Works. Harriet and Bill 
will develop a decision tree or flow chart for response to 
inquiries and requests (telephone, internet, etc.) A request was 
made to include AIDS resolutions passed by the 97 convention on 
the web site. Also requested (both on the web site and to be made



available to the board) was information on how to access 
materials formerly available at Episcopal Parish-Services.

Larry discussed problems with the membership/contributions data 
base. There have been equipment problems and problems with the 
limitations of the software. These have been time consuming, but 
are being dealth with.

Ann would like to work on monographs or manuals of practical use 
in the field - e.g. "How to do a Retreat" based on the experience 
of Peter Lee. She is also looking into possible foundation 
sources to assist with funding of the Commission's work and/or 
TAP.

Next Meetings:
October 8-9, Atlanta - following Commission hearings

February 12,13, 1999, Denver - following Interim Bodies 
meeting.

June 4-5, 1999, Seattle - following Commission hearings 

October 8-9, 1999, Wyoming - following Commission hearings

Bruce Garner reported that the October meeting in Atlanta will 
use the Renaissance Hotel, convenient to All Saints Church and to 
a MARTA stop with airport access. The Commission hearings on 
Friday will be at the Holiday Inn in Decatur, GA, which is also 
on MARTA. The Commission will meet on Friday a.m. and have lunch 
with the Georgia State AIDS Task Force. At that time we will 
present a program on how a faith community can respond to 
HIV/AIDS: nationally (the NEAC model), regionally (the Kanuga 
retreat model), locally (Atlanta model). Commission hearings will 
follow from 2-5 p.m. On Friday evening there will be dinner at 
All Saints Church and an evening session which will allow for 
Commission debriefing and personal catch up. On Saturday morning, 
the Commission will begin with Eucharist and meet at All Saints 
Church (including lunch at the church). Sunday services at All 
Saints are at 9 and 11:15. On that Sunday, there will be a 
Healing Service at St. Philips Cathedral at 4 p.m. Bruce 
suggested that clergy wanting or willing to preach on that 
weekend could be used in the Atlanta area.

TAP:
Elizabethe explained that two tiers of training: 1) master 
classes or training of trainers and 2)training in local areas 
provided by those who have been through the master level. Our 
objectives are to provide two pilot trainings in minority 
communities. An African-American training in South Carolina is a 
possible way to meet a portion of the objective. Culturally 
appropriate training in Hispanic and Native America communities 
needs to be addressed.



Policy Statements:
It was moved, seconded and passed that the Board of Directors of 
the National Episcopal AIDS Coalition re-affirm the resolutions 
of General Convention supporting needle exchange programs.

There was general discussion of the issues of Name Reporting 
versus Anonymous Testing and Confidentiality in the absence of 
civil protections for persons who are HIV positive and with a 
need for surveillance data. Hart Roussel is to bring a draft 
statement for consideration at the October meeting.

Presiding Bishop's Day of Prayer:
Bishop Michel had written the Presiding Bishop on behalf of the 
Commission requesting a day (either Sunday closest to St. Luke or 
Sunday closest to Constance and Companions) and offering draft 
materials for preachers and liturgical planners. The Presiding 
Bishop's response requested expansion to "all those with terminal 
diseases" and epidemics. Richard Brewer was instructed to work 
with Bishop Michel in writing a response stating that our request 
was based on General Convention Resolution and that there are 
other non-health related issues in HIV/AIDS for which the Church 
can be educated and motivated to respond in a Day of Prayer.

Richard Younge distributed materials he had prepared for 
preaching and liturgical planning around the two suggested days. 
These materials are to be forwarded to the Presiding Bishop along 
with the letter from Bishop Michel conveying our message.

Other Issues:
Hart announced that there is a possibility of a Conference on 
Integrating HIV Services for Native American communities. 
Tentative plans are for a date in the fall and the place to be 
New Mexico. If the conference takes place, it was suggested that 
at least a few members attend and that data be included in the 
Commission's work on racism and AIDS. Mary Ellen Honsaker 
expressed interest.

It was moved, seconded and passed that a check for $150 from NEAC 
to Dayspring Center be authorized for the lunch provided. This is 
to be in addition to contributions made by members to this 
ministry.

Gordon Chastain 
Secretary
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last name first name title street pob town ST zip email phone home work

Biddle Larry Mr. 1925 K St. NW #220 Washington DC 20006 !1 planwrks@aol.com 215 805 0076 800 588 6628

Bowden, Sr. RPM Mr 5500 Woodside Dr. SW Atlanta GA 30331 rpmsr@ix.netcom 404 344 3169 fax404346-0770

Brewer Richard F. The Rev. 120 Fort Green PI Brooklyn NY 11217 rfbrewer3@aol.com 718 834 8640 718 638 0686

Chastain Gordon The Rev. 1559 N. Central Indianapolis IN 46202 gchastain@iquest.net 317 283 5226 317 635 2438

deLashmet John I. Mr. 342 Griclar HighPoint NC 27262 jdeLashmet@aol.com 910 8851539

Fergiison E)ru The Rev. 730 Ridgegway St. Dallas TX 75214 214 827 7597 972 233 1898

Frampton C. William The Rev. 5211 LeParc Dr. #4 Wilmington DE 19809 revbillfr@aol.com 302 764 9455

Gamer Bruce Mr. P. O. Box 1151 Atlanta GA 30301- bruce.garner@ssa.gov 404892-3143 404 562 5749

Grant Ann Ms. 1925 K St. NW #220 Washington DC 20006 planwrks@aol.com

Grieves Brian TheRevCn. 815 2nd. Ave New York NY 10017 Brian.Grieves@ecunet.org 212 490 6684 800 334 7626

Hinds, RN Gilberto Mr. 9707 Horace Harding E Rego Park NY 11368 thinds@nyh.med.cornell.edu 718 699 0613 212 746 3327

Honsaker Mary Ellen Ms. P. O. Box 1125 Dubois WY 82513 wolfsong@wyoming.com 307 455 2182

'Kirkpatrick Kathy Canon Sacr 1100 California San Francisco CA 94108 kathyk@gracecathedral.org

Langfeldt Harriet Ms 744 E 20th The Dalles OR 97058 abuna@gorge .net 541 298 1864 541 296 6004

Lee, MPH Peter Mr. 1004 Carola Ave Columbia SC 29203- peterlee@cyberstate.infi.net 803 7351179 803 734 8870

'McAlpen Holly Ms 1055 Taylor San Francisco CA 94108 415 673 5015x3 415 673 5015x330

Michel Rodney The RtRev. 36 Cathedral Ave. Garden City NY 11530 rodmitre@aol.com 516 248 1616 516 248 4800

Milan, Jr., Esq Jesse jmilanjr@erols.com 410/662-4488 301/562-1000

'Park Cricket The Rev. 5000 Shannonbr'k Dr. Columbus OH 43221 cbpark@aol.com 614 771 0892

Payne Elizabethe Ms. 4622 Ingersoll Houston TX 77027 713 623 8385 713 339 1267

'Riviera Bavi/Nedi The Rev. 9 Perego Ct #9 San Francisco CA 94131 BaviRivera@aol.com

Roussel Hart Mr. 4200 Silver SE Albuquerque NM 87108 HartRous@aol.com 505 232 7224 505 266 0911

Sandoval,MD Carlos The Rev. 10990 SW 34th St. Miami FL 33165 csandoval001@sprintmail.com 305 222 4761 305 243 4105

Scott Sue W. Ms. 1030 S. Arroyo Pkwy Pasadena CA 91105 sue4cure@aol.com 213 258 7493 626 441 8495

'Smith Stephanie Asst'Dean 1055 Taylor San Francisco CA 94108 stephs@gracecathedral.org 415479 6344

Thurman Sandra L. Ms. 808 17th St. NW 8th F: Washington DC 20006 202 632 1090

*Tornquist Frances T.Rev.Cn 1100 Calif. Grace Cath San Francisco CA 94108 FAX 415 749 6301 415 749 6344

'Turney Anthony T.Rev.Cn 1100 Calif. Grace Cath San Francisco CA 94108 anthony+@gracecathedral.org 415 431 4275 415 749 6346

Younge Richard G. The Rev. 4852 52nd Ave. So. Seattle WA 98118 youngerg@wolfenet.com 206 723 4102



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

?■ 7-
DATE

MEMORANDUM

FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SUE J. SMITH '
DIRECTOR, AGENCY LI^^ISON

REFERRAL OF CASEWORK

I am forwarding the attached letter to your office for appropriate 
action. Please send us a copy of your written response or your 
telephone report along with the writer's original correspondence and 
envelope to the following address:

Ms. Sue J. Smith 
Director, Agency Liaison 
Room 6, OEOB 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502

If you have any questions, call my office at 202/456-7486.

Thank you for your help. ,
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From nobody@wwwl.whitehouse.gov Tue Jul 21 23:15:38 1998 
Date: Tue, _21 Jul 1998 23:09:42 -0400
FrorrrL ■(b)(6):

Subject: Inbound-White_House_WWW_MAIL => PRESIDENT 
Apparently-to: president@WhiteHouse.(jOV 
To: president@WhiteHouse.GOV
Errors-to: The Postmaster <postInaster(a^vwwl.whitehouse.gov> 
Reply-to:}"^ (b)(6)
Message-id: <T998072203‘09.'XAA0‘8173@wwwTwhitehouse.gov>

Keywords: WWW-Correspondence; ; Seek assistance from the White House; Social 
Issues; Private Citizen;

Cbmments: Forwarded from White House WWW
Cbmments: This message scanned by SCAN version 0.1 jms/960226

[Connection Information]

CT.IENT: proxy-172.iap.bryant.webtv.net[192.216.128.23]
BROWSER: Mozilla/3.0 WebTV/1.2 (compatible; MSIE 2.0)
URL: http://www.whitehouse.gov: 80/WH/Mail/html/Mail_President.html

[Sender Information]

^7’v..>(b)(6);> ...r

[Message Infomiation]

PURPOSE:
TOPIC:
AFFILIATION:
SUBJECT:

A.

Seek assistance from the White House...
Social Issues 

Private Citizen
medicare/ masshealth/going back to work

[Message]

Dear President Qinton, I am a person living with the AIDS 
.virus. I liave been on disability for several years now.
Several years ago my situation was very serious. However, 
with the new AID'S drugs I'm doing much better. Not better 
qiQugh to go back to a 40-50hr work week...but better enough 
that some days I need something to d<xupy my mind as welT^ 
some time. If I were to go off disability and try to do soirie 
part time work....I would lose my healthcare:.'.r'could hdt'



afford the doctor bills or the medication that I take every 
day to keep me alive. I still spend several days a week in bed 
because of extreme fatigue. Other days I have doctor ^t.'s. 
But there is sometliing misssing in my life. I don't feel 
productive anymore. And what I recieve from disability barely 
covers neccessities. My family has tried to help me....but 
they are in no position to do so for a long period of time.
They are retired and should be enjoying themselves. I don't 
know if there is anything you can do to help people in my 
situation.

I would grately ^predate anything that would make things 
easier for those of us who are caught up in this type of 
situation.

Thank You For Your Time, 
.Sincaely,
I. (b)(6)
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Sender's Organization

Appleseed Enterprises
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Washington
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1919 Calvert Street, NW
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20009



THE NATION'S NEWSPAPER

Ml]^
TODAY

iUijO VVILSOI'J BfjULEVAHD 
AHUNOrON VA 2^^229 
I "03’ 270-3'ir'O

August 5, 1998

VIA SATEUm GANNETT

Sandra L. Thurman
Director, Office of National AIDS Policy 
The White House 
736 Jackson Place 
Washington, D.C 20503

Dear Sandy,

Here is the reprint of “When AIDS Comes Home” that you requested Does this ever 
bring back memories! If protease inhibitors were available in 1989, most of these folks 
would still be alive. No such luck. What a tragedy.

Pm beginning to do advance work for my reporting trip to Africa. At some point, Pd 
love to talk with you about the specifics of where you went, what you saw, and what 
you think might offer some dramatic storytelling opportunities. I want to find some way 
to bring the enormity of what must seem like a distant problem home to detached, 
preoccupied America. IPs a tall order, andPll need the help of anyone willing to take 
the time to talk with me.

Pd also like to talk with you about HIV prevention - and what isn V being done that 
should be. PH be in Atlanta for the CDC’s conference on adolescent health next week. 
If you have time, perhaps we can speak then. Let me know when you 're available and 
where to meet PH be there.

It was wonderful seeing you the other day. IPs reassuring to know that AIDS policy in 
this country has an overseer with a conscience. Bill Foegefor a mentor and a lifetime 
of political saa\y. I hope we can work together again soon.

Best n

Steve
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